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^trambulation  xi{  tfyt  Citp. 

(CONTINUBD.) 

THOEVER  travels  ia  the  prosecution  of  a 
favourite  object,  whether  it  be  a  Doctor 
Syntax  in  search  of  the  Picturesque;  or  a 
Coofce,  for  undiscovered  islands  or  conti- 
nents ;  or  a  Pennant,  In  pursuit  of  historical 
or  antiquarian  knowledge — or  any  other  mtfn, 
for  some  definite  pnrpose — will  seldom  be  found  willingly 
to  retrace  the  region  he  has  already  passed;  unlessehher 
from  recollection,  or  new  information,  he  finds  he  has 
overlooked  some  object  worthy  his  attention.    Under  the 
latter  circumstances,  be  will  be  permitted  to  re-measure 
his  steps;  sad  the  aruthor  trusts  to  a  similar  hidulgence, 
in  again  reverting  to  a  subject,  which  he  had,iateatiobailjf 
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at  leasts  quitted."— The  first  volume  of  this  work  eoncluded 
by  noticing  the  discoveiy  of  a  number  of  hard-burnt 
earthenware  pipes  in  the  grounds  of  R.  Baxter,  Esq.  near 
the  main  road  leading  to  Boughton.  A  speculation  is 
there  offered,  that  these  were  laid  by  an  abbot  of  Chester 
m  the  time  of  Edward  I.  for  the  conveyance  of  water  from 
the  Abbafa  fTell  at  Christleton  to  the  cloisters,  for  the 
use  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Werburgh.  To  an  objection, 
that  the  pipes  were  probably  laid  at  a  subsequent  period, 
when  water  was  brought  from  BouglUon  well  to  supply 
the  city,  my  reply  was,  that  the  smallness  of  the  bore,  and 
the  nature  of  the  material  were  against  this  presumption. 
Since  the  concluding  sheet  of  the  first  volume  was  put  to 
press,  I  have  arrived  at  something  like  certainty j  that  my 
postalatum  was  correct;  and  I  can  hardly  think  myself 
free  firom  blame,  that  I  should  have  overlooked  the  autho- 
rities of  venerable  TTehb  and  the  Lysons  on  this  point. 
The  former,  under  date  of  1537»  says,  ''Dr.  Wall  began 
the  building  of  the  conduits  at  Boughton  for  the  bringing 
of  the  water  to  the  Bridge-gate,  in  pipes  of  lbad.''^ 
In  the  Magna  Britannia,  vol.  iL  p.  614,  the  same  &ct  is 
stated  in  nearly  the  same  words. 

Perhaps  some  of  my  readers  may  think  that  this 
subject  has  occupied  more  space  than  its  importance 
deserves.  As  an  historical  fact,  however,  which  has 
never  received  investigation,  I  deemed  it  worthy  of  parti- 
cular attention. — ^I  shall  now  proceed  eastward  from 
Mr.  Baxter's  mansion,  by  observing,  that  having  passed 
this  interesting  spot,  and  proceeded  a  short  distance, 
on  the  left  is  a  lane  leading  by  a  footpath  to  Hoole, 
and  very  soon  afterwards,  on  the  same  side  is  a  delight- 
fiil  range  of  buildings,  fronted  by  beautiful  gardens,  and 
iron  pallisading.  About  the  centre  of  this  elegant  group 
of  buildings,  thirty  years  ago,  stood  that  memento  mori 
to  the  passing  traveller,  vulgarly  called  the  gallows, 
where  many  of  our  unfortunate  fellow  creatures  have 

*  H7  own  eonjeetiue,  thenfbre,  that  the  nwtaial  might  be  of  wooi^  io 
•Roneoosi  bat  the  mein  fiiet  aieiuned,  is  in  my  optnion,  Mtis&etorily  et* 
tobliihed. 
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forfeited  their  lives  to  the  violated  laws  of  their  country. 
A  short  time  prior  to  this  period,  this  terrific  engine  of 
death  had  its  station  exactly  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road,  which,  on  account  of  its  elevated  situation,  received 
libe   appellation    of  Gallows  Hill,  whidi,  by  a  preci- 
pitate descent,  and  without  an  inclosure,  went  down  to 
the  Dee.    There  is  an  incident  connected  with  this  place 
of  execution  worthy  of  recording.    In  May,  1801,  aa 
three  malefactors,  convicted  of  burglary  at  the  spring 
assizes,  were  conveying  to  execution  in  a  cart,  one  of 
them,  named  Clare,  when  opposite  the  gallows,  and  just 
when  the  vehicle  was  turning,  gave  a  sudden  spring,  and 
threw  himself  upon  the  top  of  the  precipice  descending 
to  the  river,  and  jumped,  rolled,  and  tumbled  along  till 
he  was  precipitated  into  it.    The  weight  of  his  irons  sunk 
him  to  the  bottom,  and  before  he  could  be  brought  up, 
life  was  entirely  extinct.    Although  the  unifortunate  fellow 
thus  evaded  the  letter  of  his  sentence,  in  escaping  being 
hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  was  dead,  yet  the  finisher  of 
the  law  was  unwilling  to  forego  his  official  duty,  and  the 
dead  body  of  the  criminal  was  tied  up  after  his  breath 
had  departed.    The  most  afflictive  part  of  the  tcagedy 
was,  that  the  two  poor  men  who  were  in  a  like  condem* 
nation,  were  kept  in  a  state  of  awfiil  suspense  until  the 
dead  carcase  of  the  drowned  man  was  tied  up  beside  them. 
It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,  that  in  the  fourteent)i 
century,  the  place  for  the  execution  of  criminals  was  on 
Saltney,  where  the  fatal  tree  stood,  near  to  a  piece  of 
water,  called  the  Gallows-pool,  to  which  reference  is 
made  in  describing  the  boundaries  of  the  city,  vol,  i.  p. 
401  •    The  last  execution  at  Boughton  was  tibiat  I  have 
just  recited,  in  1801 ;  at  the  summer  assizes  in  the  same 
year,  two  men  were  hanged  in  front  of  the  old  Northgate, 
dnce  which  time,  these  tragical  scenes  have  been  per- 
formed at  the  new  City  Gaol,  for  several  years  at  the  east 
front,  but  more  recently  at  the  west. 

Barrel-well,  which  is  esteemed  an  excellent  spring, 
and  covered  in,  is  very  near  to  this  spot ;  and  close  by  it 
a  new  brick  church  is  now  building,  which  will  be  4^ 
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great  service  to  the  inhabitants  of  Boughton.  Of  this 
churchy  and  the  neighbouring  foundation  of  St  Giles's 
hospital,  more  will  be  said  in  the  parochial  history. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  on  the  left  there  is  an  excellent  road, 
called  Tarvin-4ane,  where  some  very  pretty  houses  have 
lately  been  built,  which  leads  to  the  Forest  of  Delamere, 
Tarporley,  Northwich  and  Nantwidi ;  and  the  continuous 
road,  a  little  inclining  to  the  right,  conducts  to  Malpas, 
Whitchurch,  Newport,  and  Birmingham.  Within  the 
last  few  years,  several  beautiful  villas  have  been  erected 
between  Houghton  and  Christleton,  some  of  which  are 
occupied  by  Du  Currie,  Wm.  Richards,  Esq*  Mr.  Massey, 
Mrs.  Humphreys,  &c.  &c.  and  which  are  considered  a 
'Comfortable  retreat  from  the  cares  of  a  busy  and  active 
life.  When  I  see  men,  who  are  able  to  retire  from 
the  world  in  easy  circumstances,  and  enjoy  the  decline  of 
life  in  comparative  affluence,  I  cannot  but  exclaim,  with 
$he  inimitable  Goldsmith— 

^'  How  blest  is  he,  who  crowns,  in  scenes  like  these, 
A  youth  of  labour,  with  an  age  of  ease.*' 

According  to  the  plan  laid  down  in  my  last  chapter, 
I  have  directed  the  reader  from  the  Cross  to  the  extremity 
4>f  the  cityeastsvard^  and  commencing  again  at  the  former, 
we  shall  proceed  westward,  and  our  survey  in  the  first 
instance  will  lead  us  from  thence  down  Watergate-street, 
at  the  top  of  which,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  three  other 
principal  streets  stands  the  ancient  church  of  St.  Peter, 
of  which  more  anon. 

Watbrgatb-strbbt  is  narrow,  consists  of  a  line  of 
buildings  on  each  side,  and  in  length  about  430  yards. 
In  this  street,  the  ancient  form  of  the  houses  is  preserved 
more  generally,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  city,  though 
considerable  alterations  have  been  made  here  within  the 
last  few  years.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  little  more 
than  a  century  ago,  this  street  was  one  of  much  bustle 
and  great  business,  being  the  principal  entrance  from  the 
wharfs  and  crane,  from  whence  all  our  marine  commo<- 
dideB  were  conveyed.    The  opening  of  the  Ellesmer^ 
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canal  to  the  Mersey,  commupicating  with  the  great  port 
of  Liverpool,  and  the  great  portion  of  business  tran^rred 
to  the  canal  warehouses  there,  and  to  the  wharfs  near 
Queen-street  and  Frodsham-street  bridge,  with  the  form- 
ing of  new  roads,  ^  have  diverted  most  of  the  intercourse 
from  this  part  of  the  city.  This  street  is  remarkable, 
however,  for  the  excellent  vaulted  cellarings  it  contains^ 
under  the  rows,  and  some  of  them  to  considerable  distance 
under  the  houses.  Several  of  these  are  used  as  bonded 
warehouses  by  our  principal  wine  and  spirit  merchants* 

The  south'  side  of  the  street  contains  also  some 
very  ancient  houses,  perhaps  the  oldest  in  the  city,  one 
of  which  has  a  post,  on  which  is  carved  the  date  of  1539; 
two  or  three  of  these  are  highly  ornamented  in  front  by 
curious  old  fashioned  devices.  The  first  we  come  to  is 
dated  1652,  and  has  this  motto,  ^' God's  providence  is 
mine  inheritance,"  said  to  have  been  inscribed  by  the 
occupier,  as  a  grateful  memorial,  after  escaping  the 
plague,  which  had  visited  almost  every  other  dwelling. 
Lower  down,  on  the  same  side,  is  another  very  singularly 
decorated  mansion ;  the  lower  part  of  the  house  is  divided 
into  several  compartmants,  each  having  a  sunk  pannel, 
representing  in  rudely  carved  work,  some  of  the  most 
noted  events  recorded  in  the  scriptures,  such  as  the  serpent 
beguiling  Eve,  the  nmrder  of  Abel,  Susannah  and  the 
Elders,  &c.  &c.  In  the  two  centre  pannels  are  arms  and 
initials,  supposed  of  Dr.  George  Lloyd,  Bishop  of  Chester, 
who  died  in  1615,  which  date  is  on  the  pannel.  The 
upper  part  of  the  house  is  also  richly  figured  ia  ^the  same 
panndied  style ;  nor  was  even  the  bottom  neglected  in 
the  profusion  of  laborious  handiwork,  for  even  the  pillars 
and  brackets  which  support  the  rows,  are  carved  in  a 
ludicrous  manner. 

A  little  below  the  house  we  are  now  speaking  ol^ 
there  was  formerly  an  inn,  which  about  fifty  years  ago 
was  esteemed  the  first  in  Chester ;  the  eoach*road  leading 
from  CommonhaU<»street{  the  hall  and  house  fronted 
Watergate-slreet,  and  is  now  oecupied  as  a  school  and 
dwelfiafs,     T^  this  neariy  adjoined,  but  a  few  pM9f 


6  HISTORY   OF  CHB8TBR. 

low^r  dowii,  a  large  room^  at  which  a  fiital  catastrophe 
occarred,  by  a  tremendous  explosion  of  gunpowder*  I 
copy  the  account  as  given  at  the  time  in  Adami^  Weekly 
Qmrani,  observing,  that  the  time  of  the  accident  was  on 
the  anniversary  of  the  gunpowder-plot,  1772 :  '^  A  few 
minutes  before  nine  o'clock  iu  the  evening,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  were  greatly  alarmed  by  a  loud  unusual 
noise,  attended  with  a  shaking  of  the  ground,  which  evei7 
one  imagined  to  proceed  from  an  earthquake.  But  the  news 
soon  spread,  that  a  large  number  of  people,  assembled  at 
a  puppet-show,  had  been  blown  up  by  gunpowder,  placed 
in  a  grocer's  warehouse  which  was  under  the  room. 
Amidst  the  universal  consternation  and  conftision,  occa- 
sioned by  this  dreadful  calamity,  it  happened,  most  fortu^ 
Dately,  that'  some  gentlemen  repaired  to  the  melancholy 
scene  a  few  minutes  after  the  accident,  who  gave  parti- 
cular directions,  that  every  person  who  shewed  the  least 
signs  of  life,  should  be  immediately  carried  to  the  infir- 
mary, where  physicians  and  surgeons  repaired,  to  be  ready 
to  administer  every  possible  means  of  relief*  A  clean 
bed  was  provided  for  every  patient  before  the  unfortunate 
rafferer  could  be  stripped,  which,  in  general,  was  by 
cutting  off  the  clothes,  to  prevent  the  agony  of  pulling 
those  limbs,  which  were  broken,  burned,  or  bruised.  In 
this  tremendous  scene  of  horror  and  confusion,  that  no 
possible  means  of  relief  might  be  omitted,  which  their 
humanity  and  skill  could  suggest,  the  faculty  assigned 
different  offices  to  different  persons;  some  were  employed 
entirely  in  bleeding  all  who  required  such  an  evacuation; 
others  washed  several  times  over  all  the  burns  and  bruises 
with  Goulard's  cooling  water ;  the  rest  were  engaged  in 
setting  fractured  bones,  reducing  dislocations,  &c.  In 
these,  and  other  offices,  the  faculty  were  most  assiduously 
engaged  from  nine  o'clock  (when  the  accident  happened) 
till  four  in  the  morning.  Not  one  that  was  admitted 
escaped  without  marks  of  violent  contusions,  or  large  and 
deep  bums  on  the  face,  hands,  &c.  and  generally  both. 
The  women  were  much  more  severely  burnt  than  the 
men,  especially  on  their  arms  and  thighs;  this  may  be 
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accounted  for  from  the  different  mode  in  their  dress.  It 
happened^  that  no  person,  man^  woman,  or  cliild,  but  of 
inferior  station,  were  sufferers  in  this  dreadful  calamity. 
But  had  they  been  persons  of  the  most  affluent  fortunes^ 
and  carried  to  their  own  homes,  none  could  have  possibly 
received  such  immediate  and  effectual  medical  assistance 
as  was  administered  to  all,  who  were  admitted  into  the 
infirmary.  Besides  23  dead,  and  53  hospital  patients, 
there  were  about  30  more  in  the  city,  who  received  various 
degrees  of  injury ;  in  all,  106."* 

The  following  story,  abridged  from  Cowper's  MSS. 


*  To  this  aecoont  the  editor  appends  a  few  obsenrationa,  which  I  heia 
sabjoin,  as  their  tendency  may  be  useful,  as  precautions..^*^  To  ptetcnt  a 
fifce  misfortune,  it  may  be  useAil  to  relate  some  fkcts^  whldi  may  bt  lemied 
from  this  melancholy  accident.  The  inside  dimensions  of  the  building  were 
40  feet  by  20 ;  none  of  the  stories  were  divided  into  separate  apartments ;  it 
was  composed  of  a  cellar  13  feet  high;  a  warehouse  7  feet  high,  on  the  ground 
floor,  where  about  SOOlbs.  of  gunpowder  were  lodged.  The  puppet-shew 
room  oTcr  it  11  feet  high;  a  dwelling  over  this  room  7  ^^  and  a  gaml 
stiU  higher.  The  walls  of  the  warehouse  and  show-room  were  of  stone,  3| 
feet  thick.  It  appears  clearly  that  the  chief  force  of  the  explosion  had  been 
exerted  upwards^  for  it  was  sufficient  to  throw  off  all  the  floora,  dec.  of  three 
stories  above  the  warehouse ;  yet  the  walls  of  the  building  oontinoed  standing 
on  three  sides,  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  room  on  which  the  powder  was  lodged. 
Even  a  part  of  the  wood  floor,  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  room,  on  which  the 
powder  was  placed  remained  standing.  A  house,  which  rested  on  one  comer  of 
the  building  tumbled  down,  but  another  old  house,  six  yards  distant  from  the 
warehouse,  was  only  injured  by  one  side  falling  imiward$,  Not  a  chbnney  was 
blown  down,  though  the  spot  was  surrounded  by  a  great  number  of  old  houses. 
A  great  many  windows  were  broken  all  round  the  place,  even  to  a  oonslderabld 
distance;  but  one  drcumstance  deserves  very  particular  attention  x  nearly  aU 
the  glass  fell  outwardM^  with  some  of  the  window  frames.  This  flict  appa* 
rendy  proves,  that  these  windows  were  not  broken  by  the  explosive  power  of 
the  gunpowder,  but  by  the  pressure  of  the  air  contained  in  the  surrounding 
apartments,  which  rushed  into  the  vacuum  caused  by  the  explosion.  How«  » 
ever,  where  the  force  of  the  gunpowder  was  confined  by  narrow  passages,  its 
influence  or  centrifugal  force  took  place,  for  two  boys,  walking  along  the 
row  in  Watergate^treet,  opposite  to  a  passage  leading  to  this  building,  were 
blown,  one  into  the  street,  and  the  other  agahist  the  rails;  andopposita 
another  passage  into  Commonhall-lane,  one  side  of  a  slated  room  was  entirely 
btown  o£  Bo  not  these  facts  evidently  prove,  that  evn  the  smaHaBt  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder  should  bo  always  kept  in  ganeliP  And  dt  lihey  aoi 
suggest  a  doubt,  whether  the  distance  from  towns  praacribed  by  law,  fiar 
keeping  larger  quantities^  is  not  greater  than  nscsMaiy,  if  the  magaaine  be 
tntiidy  sepaiate  fiom  oAar  buildings  V* 
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appeiirs  not  unworthy  of  beibg  appended  to  another  tran^ 
action  which  occurred  in  this  part  of  the  city.  About  the 
year  1695,  a  Mr.  Joshua  Horton  came  down  from  London^ 
occupied  a  large  house  in  Watergate-street,  at  tlie  corner 
of  Trinity-lane,  (afterwards  rebuilt  by  Alderman  Henry 
Bennet*)|]ea8ed  the  mansion  called  Cotton  Hook\  for  three 
lives,  and  supported  a  handsome  appearance  in  the  city 
for  some  years.  One  evening  a  great  smoke  penetrating 
to  the  house  of  his  neighbour.  Alderman  Mainwaring, 
an  alarm  of  fire  was  given,  but  the  doors  being  kept 
closed,  and  a  great  bustle  perceived  therein,  a  curiosity 
was  excited,  which  ended  in  a  threat  of  forcing  the  doors. 
Entrance  being  then  given,  half  demolished  furnace  and 
embers  were  found  scattered  over  the  cellars,  and  a 
large  pair  of  bellows,  the  blast  of  which  had  forced  the  heat 
and  smoke  through  two  walls  of  stone  and  brick  into 
the  house  acyacent.  The  coadjutors  of  Horton  had 
escaped,  but  a  press  for  coining  was  found  in  a  cistern  in 
a  yard,  and  a  bag  of  dies  were  found  in  the  Dee  next  day, 
which  had  been  thrown  in  at  high  water.  Mr.  Horton 
under  these  circumstance,  was  committed  to  the  North- 
gate  ;  and  on  Monday,  April  8,  1700,  Joseph  Jekyll,  Esq. 
chief  justice,  came  to  the  tov^n-hall,  and  read  a  commis- 
sion for  trying  him  within  the  city,  after  which  he  was 
convicted  of  knowingly  having  in  his  custody  a  press  for 
coining,  and  received  sentence  accordingly.  A  reprieve, 
however,  was  granted,  while  some  doubtful  points  were 
submitted  to  the  judges,  and  in  this  interval  Mr.  Horton 
slipped  through  the  gaoler's  door,  mounted  a  good  horse, 
which  was  waiting  in  the  Gorse  Stacks,  and  got  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  lived  and  died  in  obscurity.  On  the  14th 
of  September  following,  Mr.  Jekyll  came  again  to  the 
town-hall  to  inquire  into  the  escape,  of  which  he  acquitted 
the  gaoler,  but  fined  the  city  sheriffs  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  marks. 

*  It  Is  an  excellent  bridLbaildlng,  faded  with  stone,  now  the  property 
of  Henry  fiesketh,  Bs^.tAd  occupied  by  his  son  Henry  HeAetb,  Jan,  £sq. 

f  Abottt  •  mile  beyond  Gfariatletoii. 
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Trinity  Church  stands  on  the  north  side  of  Water- 
gate-street, to  which  adjoins  the  custom-house,  but  these 
will  be  noticed  hereafter.  A  little  lower  down,  qn  the 
the  opposite  side,  there  is  an  ancient  building,  now 
occupied  as  cottages,  but  which,  in  its  earjy  days,  was  a 
mansion  of  notable  repute.  Its  erection  bears  the  date 
of  1591 ;  its  antiquity  cannot  be  discovered  from  the 
street,  the  front  being  rebuilt  with  more  modern  brick* 
work.  But  on  entering  a  narrow  court  a  few  paces 
below  Nicholas-street,  the  sides  of  the  venerable  edifice 
rise  full  in  view.  This  decayed  mansion  is  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  mutability  of  all  human  affairs.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  formerly  the  city  residence  of  the  Derby 
family,  which  is  the  more  probable,  on  account  of  its 
contiguity  to  the  Watergate,  of  which  the  Earl  of  Derby 
had  the  custody.  This  much,  however,  is  certain,  that  it 
was  in  possession  of  the  family,  and  descended  to  the 
Alderley  branch;  it  is  now  the  joint  property  of  Mr.  E. 
Hodkinson  and  Mr.  Boden,  builders.  About  the  middle 
of  the  last  century,  it  was  occupied  by  the  father  of  Henry 
Hesketh,  Esq.  and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  during 
the  races,  was  a  place  of  general  resort  for  the  carriages 
of  gentlemen,  who  visited  Chester  during  those  festivities. 
The  outside  of  the  building  is  chiefly  formed  of  upright 
beams  and  transverse  pieces  of  wood,  the  intervals  filled 
up  with  laths  and  mortar ;  eight  antique  figures  rudely 
carved  in  wood  decorate  the  upright  beams.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  last  century,  it  was  probably  the 
only  dwelling-house  on  either  side,  which  stood  between 
the  east  side  of  Nicholas  and  Linenhall-streets,  and  the 
Watergate ;  except  the  old  mansion,  occupied  by  Dr. 
Currie,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Brooke's,  of 
Norton  Priory. 

Continuing  down  the  street,  we  pass  the  elegant 
mansion  of  H.  Potts,  Esq.  a  handsome  brick  building 
erected  by  that  gentleman  a  few  years  ago^  on  the  site  of 
an  old-fashioned  house,  formerly  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Currie.  The  front  of  this  edifice  has  a  north-east  aspect^ 
and  the  grounds  behind  it,  which  are  enclosed  on  three 
sides  by  a  high  wall,  are  spacious ;  while  the  view  across 

VOL.  II.      B 
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the  Boodeye,  and  towards  the  Welsli  hills  is  exqmsiteTf 
delightful.  On  the  other  side  the  street,  is  a  range  of 
genteel  modem  houses,  occupied  by  families  of  indepen- 
dence, or  the  more  respectable  of  our  tradesmen. 

This  will  terminate  our  observations  on  Watergate- 
street  in  a  direct  line,  nearly  to  the  gate,  of  which  a 
description  has  already  been  given,  as  well  as  of  its  pre- 
decessor.^ I  must,  however,  return  again  to  the  cross, 
for  the  purpose  of  briefly  noticing  the  small  streets  which 
branch  out  of  it. 

Descending  therefore  again  from  the  cross,  a  few 
paces  bring  us  to  an  avenue  on  the  north  side,  called 
Goss-street,  and  known  by  the  same  appellation  in  the 
survey  of  the  time  of  Edward  III.  except  that  it  then  bore 
the  more  humble  cognomen  of  lane.  But  a  few  years 
ago,  there  was  no  thoroughfare  here,  but  a  passage  has 
been  opened  at  the  upper  end,  leading  to  some  recent 
buildings  called  Hamilton-place,  in  which  are  two  small 
places  of  worship,  one  devoted  to  the  service  of  a  branch 
of  the  Baptists,  and  the  other  to  that  of  the  Wesleyan 
Welsh  Methodists.  From  hence  also  is  a  convenient 
foot  communication  with  the  fish-shambles  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other,  with  the  western  parts  of  the  city. 

Lower  down  the  street,  also  on  the  north,  is  Crook- 
street,  anciently  called  GerrardCs-lane,  which,  says  the 
old  survey,  butteth  upon  Parson* s^  lane  (now  Princess- 
street).  In  this  street  stands  the  oldest  dissenting  meet- 
ing-house in  the  city,  originally  built  for  the  celebrated 
Matthew  Henry,  in  which  he  officiated  as  minister  for 
twenty-five  years.  Below  this  street,  still  on  the  north, 
is  Trinity-street,  on  one  side  of  the  entrance  to  which 
stands  Trinity  church,  and  on  the  other  the  mansion  of 
Henry  Hesketb,  jun.  Esq.  It  is  a  narrow  incommodious 
thoroughfare,  in  which,  however,  is  situated  the  stamp- 
office,  and  a  good  chapel,  occupied  by  the  Methodist  New 
Connexion.  On  the  other  side,  and  nearly  opposite,  is 
Weaver-street,  formerly  named  SU  jtlban-lane,  which 
passes  by  the  end  of  Commonhali-street,  und  directs  into 

*  Sm  vol.  i.  p:  358. 
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Wbite-friars.  Linenhall-street^  lies  a  little  lower  down 
on  the  north-side  of  the  street,  at  the  corner  of  which 
stands  the  custom-house  for  the  port  of  Chester,  which, 
though  a  comparatively  mean  building,  is  amply  sufficient 
for  the  necessary  business.  An  old  description  says,  ^^  out 
of  this  street  in  ancient  time,  went  a  lane  to  St.  Chad's 
church,  now  rubied  and  goncs  called  Chad's-laney  (proba- 
bly Martin's-in- the- fields)  find  from  that  church  there 
did  go  a  lane  to  the  walls,  which  was  called  Dog-lane" 

Nicholas-street  stands  immediately  opposite  the  south 
end  of  Linenhall-street ;  wide  and  uniform  on  one  side, 
'Containing  some  handsome  modern  brick  buildings  in  the 
London  style,  with  sunken  kitchens,  inclosed  with  a  neat 
iron  railing,  built  in  1781.  From  the  «outh  end  of  it,  there 
is  a  fine  spacious  way  leading  up  to  the  castle,  intersected 
by  the  road  leading  from  Grosvenor-street  to  the  new 
bridge;  on  the  right,  Mrs.  Harrison's  mansion  and  grounds, 
neatly  bounded  by  iron  pallisading,  formerly  known  as 
the  Nnns'-gardens ;  and  on  the  left,  the  new  church 
of  St*  Bridget,  occupying  the  site  of  a  miserable  range  of 
huts,  called  Nun's-lane,  taken  down  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  to  make  way  for  those  elegant  improvements  since 
carried  into  effect.  There  are  two  avenues  on  the  west 
side  of  Nicholas-street,  leading  to  the  walls;  the  one, 
SmithVwalk,  is  of  modern  date,  and  seems  to  have  been 
intended  chiefly  as  a  way  to  the  large  house  at  the  bottom, 
belonging  to  Captain  Wrench;  within  the  last  thirty 
years  it  was  esteemed  a  private  road,  being  entered  from 
the  street  by  a  gate  thrown  across  the  path,  over  which 
was  a  large  arch.  The  other  avenue^  though  much 
less  commodious,  is  certainly  of  high  antiquity,  being 
mentioned  in  the  survey  of  Edward  III. ;  it  is  now  called 
Wall's-lane^*  though  it  was  formerly  known  by  the  name 
of  Ardeme'Ume^  On  the  other  side  of  the  way  stands 
the  church  of  St.  Martin's,  a  neat  brick  building  &ced 

*  In  the  month  of  Match,  1789,  a  mare  belonging  to  Mr.  Hodwm  taking 
fright,  ran  with  great  fory  down  this  lane,  harnessed  to  a  track,  and  breaking 
down  the  railing,  Itaped  oyer  the  walls  on  the  Roodee,  without  thekaat 
injury. 
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with  stone,  on  each  Bide  of  which  there  is  a  street  leading 
to  Bridge-street,  namely,  White*friars,  so  called  fron^ 
having  formerly  been  the  site  of  a  religious  house;  and 
Cuppin-street,  in  which  are  situated  the  works  of  the  gas- 
company,  and  an  extensive  soap  manufactory,  carried  on 
by  Messrs.  Hodson  and  Witter. 

The  last  opening  from  Watergate-street,  is  an  avenue 
to  several  genteel  modern  buildings  on  the  north, 
called  Stanley-place,  in  which  many  of  our  city  gentry 
reside ;  the  situation  is  delightfully  pleasant  and  airy,  the, 
one  end  opening  to  the  walls,  the  other  flanked  by  the 
boundary  wall,  of  the  new  Irish  linen-balL  The  latter  is 
an  extensive  brick  building,  of  a  quadrangular  form,  inclos- 
ing a  spacious  area.  The  Irish  linens  were  formerly 
exposed  to  sale  in  a  building  on  the  east  side  of  North- 
gate-street,  near  the  cathedral,  and  which  is  still  known 
by  the  name  of  the  old  linen-hail.  The  present  hall  was 
built  for  the  purpose  by  some  of  the  principal  of  the  linen- 
merchants,  in  1778;  it  contains  tlnrty*six  double*  and 
twenty-four  single  shops. 

For  many  years  the  Irish  linen-merchants  have  ceased 
to  import  their  linens  direct  for  Chester ;  that  trade  has 
taken  an  entirely  new  direction;  and  in  consequence, 
very  few  of  these  shops  are  let  at  our  Midsummer  or 
Michaelmas  fairs.  It  is  understood  that  the  proprietors 
are  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  whole  concern. 

'  Passing  under  the  Water-gate,  there  are  four  long 
ranges  of  houses,  twp  of  them  forming  Middle  Crane- 
street,  and  one  on  either  side,  that  on  the  south  called 
Paradise-row.  The  latter  exactly  faces  the  Roodeye,  of 
which  it  commands  an  entire  view,  and  these  are  some  of 
the  most  pleasant  residences  in  or  without  the  city.  Lower 
down  are  warehouses  and  offices  connected  with  the 
wharfs,  up  to  which  laden  vessels  of  upwards  of  300  tons 
occasionally  come  at  high  spring  tides.  On  the  west  side 
of  the  Roodeye  stands  the  house  of  industry,*  adjoining  to 
which  are  the  extensive  paper  manufactory  and  iron 

*  See  Public  Building*. 
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feoadry^  carried  on  by  Alderman  George  Harrison,  and  the 
ji^p*Xard  of  Mr.  Mulvey,  in  which  vessels  as  high  as  500 
tons  have  been  built.  The  Chester-built  vessels  have 
always  been  esteemed  of  the  very  first  order* 

-1^RTHGAT£«-STR£KT. — The  entrance  into  this  street 
if.  ^tfS  narrow  and  inconvenient,  but  was  much  more  so 
before  the  removal  of  the  old  Pentice,  and  the  taking 
4own  the  shops  beneath  in  1803,  The  houses  on  the 
pastern  side  are  constantly  acquiring  a  more  modem 
aspect,  l^  the  taking  down  of  the  old,  to  make  way  for 
iiew  .tKH^jihigs.  St.  Peter's  church  bounds  the  western 
side,  adjoining  to  which  stand  the  commercial  buildings, 
a  handsome  stone  edifice ;  the  ground  floor  in  the  front 
occupied  as  two  handsome  shops,  and  the  premises  be- 
hind, hy-AM  city  library,  and  a  subscription  news*room. 
From  hmpe^  commences  Shoemaker's-row,  from  what 
4sircumstance  so  called  I  cannot  learn,  but  probably  owing 
to  the  Crispin  brotherhood  having  formerly  made  it  thrir 
market-place,  or  residence*  The  inequality  of  the  surface, 
which,  as  before  observed,  forms  the  rows,  tapers  off 
here,  till  it  presents  a  level  at  the  fish-shamUes,  and  from 
thence,  these  conveniences  are  entirely  discontinued. 

Opposite  to  this  row  is  the  theatre  royal,  which, 
4|laQding  within  the  line  of  the  other  buildings,  is  not 
4ibservable  as  a  public  edifice.  The  citizens  of  Chester 
fiqppcar  to  have  been  early  distinguished  for  a  love  of 
l^^ricals,  a  taste  probably  acquired  by  the  exhilHtion  of 
^^  JFhitsun  plat/s,  as  already  noticed.  It  appears  like- 
'  '  that  the  city  was  early  visited  by  companies  of 
comedians ;  for  in  1616,  the  mayor  issued  an 

:,  ''that  no  players  be  allowed  to  act  in  the  common- 
%aH  (the  present  theatre) ;  and  further,  that  for  avoiding 
Wveral  inconveniences,  they  shall  not  act  in  any  place 
the  liberties  of  the  city,  after  six  iii  the  evening.'* 


J^Sbt  Chester  theatre  was  erected  by  a  company  of  pro- 
[iKlois  fel773,  on  the  site  of  St.  Nicholas  chapel,  and 
opened  the  same  year  under  the  management  of  Messrs* 
Austin  and  Heaton.  In  1777»  the  mayor  thought  fit  to 
isfiiie  an  edict  agauMt  the  fiurther  cootioiniice  of  dnuontie 
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performances,  probably  thinking  them  more  demoralizing 
than  the  annual  bull-bait^  exhibited  in  presence  and  under 
,the  sanction  of  his  worship  and  his  '^ancient  and  discreet 
brethren/*  In  this  emergency  the  proprietors  appealed 
to  the  crown,  and  obtained  a  patent,  dated  16th  of  May, 
1777  i  in  the  name  of  J.  Townshend,  Esq.  constituting  their 
theatre  a  theatre-royal.  The  theatre  as  originally  fitted 
up,  was  calculated  to  contain  about  100/. ;  but  Mr.  Lewis, 
.the  lessee  of  the  Liverpool  theatre,  took  a  lease  of  it  in 
the  spring  of  1828,  and  by  raising  the  ceiling,  obtained 
room  for  an  additional  tier  of  boxes,  by  which,  and  other 
enlargements,  the  house  is  now  capable  of  containing 
170/.  and  is  altogether  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  com- 
modious of  any  out  of  the  metropolis. 

From  the  end  of  Shoeroaker's-row  to  the  Exchange, 
distant  about  fifty  paces,  is  an  open  ai^a,  the  left  being 
occupied  by  a  newly-built  fish-market,  the  centre  by  the 
vendors  of  vegetables ;  and  still  further  to  the  left,  is  the 
bank  of  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Wardell,  and  the  White  Lion 
Hotel,  where  a  respectable  coaching  establishment  is,  and 
has  for  many  years  been  carried  on.  The  street  here  is 
very  wide,  and  nearly  in  the  centre,  stands  the  Exchange, 
a  noble  brick  building,  ornamented  with  stone  work, 
through  which  there  is  an  excellent  thoroughfare,  the 
western  side  being  at  present,  though  not  in  its  early 
days,  occupied  by  shops,  and  the  eastern  resting  on  round 
pillars  of  stone.* 

Crossing  a  narrow  avenue  from  the  north  end  of  the 
Exchange,  and  we  enter  through  an  iron-grated  door 
the  market-house  appropriated  for  the  sale  of  butter,  on 
the  market-days,  in  which  also  is  a  similar  door  in  the 
centre  of  each  side.f    Six  or  eight  yards  apart  from  this. 


*  Within  these  pillars,  the  hustings  for  carrying  on  contested  city  elec- 
tions, are  always  erected,  where  many  a  broad  and  sometimes  uncourteous  joke 
has  been  played  off,  by  our  city  wits  of  the  lower  grade,  during  those  scenea 
of  ardent  oon^ct,  when  every  tinker  and  cobler  thinks  himself  of  as  high 
consequence  and  importance  as  any  lord  of  a  manor. 

t  Upon  the  site  of  this  buUding  stood  a  small  square  erection,  supported 
by  pillin,  the  roof  of  which,  lined  with  lead,  wit  u«ed  as  a  reserroir  for 
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in  a  direct  line  is  another  building  of  equal  bread  tb,  but 
longer,  for  butcher's  meat,  both  of  which  are  neatly  fitted 
up  for  their  respective  purposes,  and  are  well  ventilated 
by  a  number  of  half  circular  openings  at  the  upper  sides 
of  the  walls ;  these  are  built  of  brick  pointed  with  stone, 
roofed  in,  and  lighted  from  the  top.  The  market  for 
poultry  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  opposite  the  Ex* 
change,  occupying  the  site  of  the  old  Engine-house.* 
Its  back  is  formed  by  the  outward  wall  of  the  Bishop's 
Palace,  from  whence  a  slated  penthouse  descends  in 
an  oblique  direction  nearly  as  far  as  the  walking  path 
in  the  street,  for  the  purpose  of  shelter,  and  along  the 
front  is  a  neat  iron  pallisading.  The  width  of  the  area 
within  is  about  six  yards,  and  in  length  it  reaches  from 
the  end  of  Werburgh-street  to  the  Abbey-gate.  The 
potatoe-market,  which  was  formerly  held  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Exchange,  where  numbers  of  carts  crowded 
that  narrow  part  of  the  street,  has  been  removed  to  the 
west  side  of  the  upper  part  of  Northgate-street,  where  a 
sufficiently  capacious  opening  has  been  made  by  the 
pulling  down  of  some  old  houses  belonging  to  the  Cor- 
poration. 

Before  these  improvements  were  made,  the  state  of 
the  markets  was  highly  discreditable  to  the  city  of 
Chester.  The  flesh-market  consisted  of  a  collection  of 
covered  wooden  stalls,  crowded  together  on  the  north'  of 
the  Exchange,  and  generally  kept  in  a  very  filthy  condi- 
tion ;  and  a  similar  nuisance  on  the  south,  served  for  a 
fish-market;  whilst  vegetables  and  fruits  were  scattered 
promiscuously  in  various  quarters.  The  dealers  in  poultry 
and  butter  displayed  their  commodities,  sometimes  in 

water,  brought  from  the  Dee-mills,  which  had  continued  there  from  the  year 
1671 ;  but  which  on  the  improvements  of  the  markets,  was  removed  to  the 
upper  end  of  Northgate-street. 

*  The  engine-house  was  erected  about  the  year  1680,  by  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  when  Ijord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  but  the  reason  of  this  mark  of 
respect  to  the  dty,  remains  unexplained.  It  was  a  neat  building  of  brick, 
with  atone  facings,  ornamented  with  fluted  Corinthian  pilasters.  An  iron- 
railing  was  placed  lound  it  in  1812,  and  the  brick  work  coated  with  Roman 

UBUBOlU 
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Eastgate,  and  Bometimes  in  Bridge-street,  without  any 
accommodations,  or  shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  For  several  years  complaints  against  this  in- 
convenience had  been  general,  both  among  buyers  and 
sellers ;  the  latter  suffered  in  an  extreme  degree,  as  they 
were  destined  not  unfrequently  to  stand  for  six  or  eight 
hours  up  to  the  ankles  in  mud,  and  sustain  besides, Ithe 
**  peltings  of  the  pitiless  storm,''  before  they  could  dispose 
of  their  wares.  I  cannot  here  help  expressing  my  con- 
viction, that  the  improvements  were  materially  accelerated 
by  the  labour  and  energy  of  the  public  press,  which  was 
constantly  on  the  alert,  in  urging  the  necessity  and  ad- 
vantage of  better  accommodations.  But,  the  credit,  the 
entire  credit  of  the  new  markets,  is  immediately  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  discernment  and  firmness  of  the  late  Aid.  H. 
Bowers^  who  during  his  second  mayoralty  of  1827-8^ 
succeeded  in  originating  plans  for,  and  nearly  seeing 
executed,  during  the  term  of  his  office,  the  erection  of 
die  market-halls.  As  might  be  expected,  great  opposi- 
tion was  made  by  owners  of  property,  where  the  markets 
bad  been  partially  held  before ;  but  if  we  are  to  wait  for 
improvements  until  all  interests  give  their  consent,  the 
idea  of  advancement  must  be  abandoned  for  ever.  Mr. 
Royle  was  the  contractor,  and  builder  of  the  markets. 

Over  against  the  market-halls,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  street,  stands  the  Abbey-gate,  consisting  of  a  lofty 
pointed  arch,  with  a  postern  at  the  side,  both  of  which 
are  included  in  a  larger  obtuse  one.  The  interior  of  the 
gateway  is  vaulted  with  stone,  with  ribs,  and  carved  key- 
stones, at  the  intersections,  and  the  rooms  over,  now  used 
as  the  registry,  were  originally  approached  by  a  spiral 
stair-case,*    On  the  south  side  was  the  porter's  lodge> 

*  An  incident  connected  with  these  rooms,  which  occurred  ahout  fifty 
years  ago,  is  stiU  rememhered  and  often  spoken  of  hy  many  of  our  ancient 
gossips.  A  Mr.  Speed,  the  then  deputy-registrar,  had  been  frail  enough  ta 
entice  a  female  as  frail  as  himself,  into  a  room  adjoining  his  office ;  when  an 
unexpected  visitant  airlTing,  who  required  his  immediate  presence,  for  fear  of 
an  unlucky  diicorery,  he  locked  her  up  in  the  room.  The  fair  one  became 
so  alarmed,  that  she  opened  one  of  the  windows  looking  into  Abbey^uare^ 
from  which  she  threw  herself  to  the  ground,  but  without  any  seciout  injuiy* 


I 


3'' 
-I 


PBRAMBULATION   OF  THB    CITY.  17 

and  OQ  the  other^  St.  Thomas's  Courts  to  which  the  tenants  of 
several  abbey  manors  stii)  render  suit  and  service.  Before 
this  gate  were  anciently  ranged  the  booths  for  the  mer- 
chants frequenting  the  abbot's  fair,  covered  with  reeds^ 
which  the  monks  were  empowered  by  an  especial  charter 
to  gather  from  Stanlaw  Marsh ;  and  here  also  the  per- 
formers in  Uie  Chester  mysteries  commenced  the  exhibi- 
tion of  their  pageants. 

On  passing  through  the  arched  gate*way,  we  enter 
into  Abbey-square.  On  the  right  hand  is  a  dead  wall, 
inclosing  the  episcopal  palace^  a  good  stone  building,  but 
as  destitute  of  magnificence,  as  it  is  of  elegance.  This 
edifice  was  wholly  rebuilt  by  Bishop  Keene,-  out  of  his 
private  property,  at  an  expence  of  2200/.  soon  after  his 
promotion  to  the  see  in  1752.  The  east  side  of  the  square 
contains  only  two  good  houses,  one  at  each  extremity,  the 
interval  being  occupied  by  smaller  dwellings.  The  north 
and  west  sides  are  filled  up  with  elegant  buildings,  occu- 
pied by  some  of  our  first  quality.  The  two  end  houses 
adjoining  the  gate  stand  on  the  site  of  an  old  edifice, 
called  the  prison-house.*  On  pulling  down  the  latter^ 
about  five  years  ago,  a  narrow  cell  was  discovered  on  the 
first  floor,  fit>m  which  all  light  was  excluded,  in  which, 
it  is  said,  that  martyr  to  popish  cruelty,  George  Marsh, 
was  immured,  previous  to  his  execution  at  Boughton. 

In  the  middle  of  the  square,  there  is  a  beautifiil 
shrubbery  of  a  circular  form,  inclosed  with  iron  palli- 
sading,  having  in  the  centre  an  eliptic  column.  This 
column,  consisting  of  one  stone,  formerly  occupied  a 
station  as  a  support  to  the  Exchange;  and  I  give  its 
history  in  the  words  of  the  late  Alderman  P.  Broster^  as 
they  appear  in  some  MS.  collections  of  that  gentleman : 
'*  In  1756^  it  was  discovered,  that  all  the  west  side  of  the 
Exchange  had  given  way,  and  was  likely  to  fidl*  Mr. 
Tomer,  an  architect,  was  sent  for  from  Whitchurch,  to 

Hm  whob  slstyy  howcm,  got  wind,  and  tbe  tahjtel  <f  thtiiMMfSt  wm 
MbftfMMlj  cditeatod  in  a  hwnotous  eariartvn* 

*  8aadieaccoinpaB|1nf.?i«wQf  Abbf)r«»qiarc. 
▼Ot.  II.      c 
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survey  it.  In  consequence^  the  row  of  large  stone  pillart 
was  removed  from  the  centre  more  towards  the  east  side^ 
and  a  row  of  shops  built  along  the  west  side.  In  remov* 
ing  these  pillars,  one,  which  stood  at  the  comer  of  Mr. 
Broster's  shop  (now  Mr/  Pover^s)  was  broken  off  at  the 
top,  and  the  corporation  made  a  present  of  it  to  the  dean 
and  chapter,  to  make  an  obelisk,  to  be  erected  in  the 
centre  of  the  Abbey-square,  where  it  now  stands.'' 

While  the  conventual  buildings  were  yet  standing, 
the  principal  entrance  was  from  the  Northgate-street, 
under  the  great  Abbey-gate,  which  led  into  a  space  nearly 
co-extensive  with  the  present  Abbey-square,  surrounded 
on  three  sides  with  offices  of  the  convent,  and  on  the 
fourth  by  the  abbot's  house,  standing  on  the  site  of  the 
present  episcopal  palace.  In  the  north  east  angle  of  ttus 
square  was  St.  Thomas's  chapel  (a  sketch  of  which  is 
subjoined)  where  the  dean's  house  now  stands;  and  in  the 
north  west  angle,  another  entrance  from  the  city  by  the 
Little  Abbey-gate,  still  existing.  Out  of  the  square,  there 
is  a  good  avenue  leading  to  the  walls.  Kale-yards,  &c. 
called  Abbey-street,  from  whence,  on  the  right,  there  is 
a  road  into  the  cathedral,  through  the  cloisters,  and  on  the 
left,  a  range  of  excellent  houses.  All  this  section  of  the 
city  is  dean  and  chapter  property;  and  being  extra- paro-  • 
chial,  is  not  subject  to  local  taxation,  as  poor-rates,  &c. 

In  approaching  the  North-gate,  and  just  when  we 
reach  the  Little  Abbey-gate,  already  noticed,  the  street 
again  narrows ;  and  passing  Abbey^green  on  the  right, 
and  the  Pied  Bull,*  a  respectable  inn  for  travellers,  on  the 
left,  an  open  space,  used  as  a  potatoe-market,  opens  to 
view.  At  the  extremity  of  this  area,  a  good  brick  building 
hfts  been  erected  by  the  corporation,  the  upper  part  con- 
verted into  a  reservoir,  which  isj  or  ought  to  be,  constantly 
filled  with  water,  to  supply  that  necessary  element  in  case 
of  fire.    The  apartments  beneath  are  occupied  as  depo- 

^  *  On  the  13th  of  Jannary,  1789,  a  fire  happened  at  the  stables  belong, 
log  to  this  inn,  which  was  attended  with  the  loss  of  life.  The  hostkr  having 
gone  hito  the  hay-loft,  with  a  lighted  candle,  while  hi  a  state  of  hitoxication, 
set  fiit  to  the  combnstible,  and  was  burnt  to  death. 
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«rtories  for  the  fire  engines,  aiid  other  suitable  apparatus. 
The  arrangements  for  this  important  portion  of  police 
regulations  ■  are  now  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
<:ommittee,  who  have  adopted  some  admirable  measures 
promptly  to  meet  and  counteract  the  alarming  occurrence 
of  accidental  fire. 

Immediately  adjoining  this  market  are  the  dwelling- 
liouse  and  extensive  brewery  of  Mr.  G.  Eaton.  These 
premises  m  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  were  occu- 
pied as  an  inn,  which  was  esteemed  one  of  the  principal  in 
the  city;  it  bore  the  name  of  jTAe  Fa/co^z,  and  was  for 
many  years  held  by  a  family  of  the  name  of  Kenna. 
There  is  an  incident  or  two  connected  with  this  house 
worth  relating,  the  truth  of  which  I  think  may  be  relied 
on,  as  they  rest  on  an  authority  already  quoted,  namely, 
ihe  MS.  remains  of  the  late  Alderman  Broster.  Itk  the 
year  171 1»  in  the  mayoralty  of  John  Minshull,  bookseller, 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  his  journey  to  Parkgate, 
stopped  at  Kenna's,  till  the  wind  served  for  him  to  pro^ 
-ceed  on  his  journey.  On  the  morning,  when  he  and  his 
suite  w^e  setting  off,  one  of  the  waiters  ran  after  a  ser- 
vant of  his  Excellency,  to  demand  payment  for  some 
articles  which  he  had  omitted  to  discbarge.  The  servant 
refused  to  pay,  and  the  waiter,  holding  bis  horse's  bridle, 
insisted  on  being  paid  before  he  would  quit  his  hold; 
upon  which  the  servant  drew  a  pistol  from  his  holsters, 
and  shot  the  waiter  dead  upon  the  spot.  Upon  the  man 
being  imprisoned,  the  lord  lieutenant  directed  that  if  he 
should  be  convicted,  an  express  should  immediately  be 
sent  to  him,  that  he  might  apply  to  the  king  for  his 
pardon.  The  prisoner  was  tried  and  found  guilty ;  and 
the  mayor  being  informed  of  the  directions  of  the  lord 
lieutenant,  replied,  ^^  I  will  take  care  to  save  his  majesty 
and  the  lord  lieutenant  any  further  trouble  in  this  matter;" 
and  ordered  the  man  to  be  executed  the  next  day  after  his 
conviction. 

The  other  recital  is  not  less  curious  than  the  above. 
Mr.  Samuel  Jarvis  was  a  ribbon  weaver,  kept  a  small 
shop  under  Shoemaker's*row,  opposite  the  theatre,  and 
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Mi^  in  a  lilde  bouse  adjoining  the  Falcon  inn«  It  ww 
observed,  howeyer,  that  this  individual  suddenly  emerged 
firom  poverty  and  obscurity  to  respectability  and  irfBoence, 
without  the  appeanuice  of  any  intermediate  change  of 
eircumstanqes.  It  is  said,  that  an  opulent  brakingJiottse 
in  London  had  been  robbed  of  a  large  sum  of  money  by 
one  of  the  clerks,  who  absconding  with  the  property, 
eaftie  down  to  Chester,  and  took  up  his  domidle  at  the ' 
Falcon.  He  was  pursued,  and  at  a  late  hour  one  night, 
whilst  he  was  in  bed,  he  beard  his  pursuers  below  stairs ; 
upon  which  he  rose  up,  threw  bis  bags,  containing  bis 
treasure,  through  the  chamber  window  which  looked  into 
a  small  area  belonging  to  Mr.  Jarvis's  bouse,  and  went  to 
bed  again.  He  was  secured  and  conveyed  to  London, 
but  none  of  the  property  having  been  found  upon  him,  he 
escaped  conviction ;  but  subsequently  for  another  offence 
be  was  fimnd  guilty  and  executed.  It  is  added,  that  Mr. 
Jarvis  found  the  bags  in  the  morning  in  the  area,  a  circum- 
atance  eorroborated  by  the  fact,  that  he  immediately  after 
commenced  a  silk  mercer  in  a  very  extensive  line.  He 
also  purchased  a  large  estate  at  Mollington,  near  Chester, 
where  he  built  a  handsome  house,  lately  occupied  by  Mr. 
Roberts.  He  dying  without  issue,  his  property  came  to  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Dob,  a  gardener  al  Greg's  Pit,  near 
the  Bowling-green,  whose  descendants  in  the  second 
generation  had  squandered  the  property,  and  left  no  male 
issue.  Mr.  Jarvis  ^rved  the  office  of  mayor  of  Chester 
in  1742-3  j  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  pricked 
down  for  high  sheriff  of  the  county  the  ensuing  year.  He 
was  buried  near  the  diristening  font  in  St.  Oswald's 
^hunch. 

The  streets  and  avenues  whkb  diveiige  from  Nortli- 
gate-street  within  the  wails^  are,  on  the  west,  Princess'- 
atreet,  Icttdiag  towahls  die  Infirmary  $  King«4(treet  (for^ 
merly  called  Aim-fone),  at  the  extremity  of  which  is  an 
elegant  range  of  houses,  called  KingVbuildiags,  opening 
to  another  line  of  neat  dean  dwellings,  St.  Martin Vin^ 
iha-F3eldsi  and  cdose  to  the  Nortfa-geite,  a  aaiMw  way. 
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under  and  parallel  with  the  watte,  as  6ir  aa  the  Water- 
tower,  wbieb  was  anciently  deDomiaated  Bagg'Umt. 
There  are  no  other  thoroughfares  on  the  east  »de,  Uian 
tliose  already  mentioDed,  Werburgh-etreet,  Abbey-court, 
aod  the  Little  Abbey-gate.  A  view  and  description  has 
already  lieen  given  of  the  present  North-gate  (vol.  i.  page 
349),  and  the  following  is  a  pretty  correct  representation 
«f  the  eld  gate  before  it  was  taken  down  : — 


Imoiediatelf  after  passing  under  this  gate,  we  cross 
an  arch  thrown  over  the  EUemtere  canal,  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  disceroable  from  the  street,  and  an  entire 
lerel  is  preterred.  EaiA  side  of  the  arch  or  bridge,  is 
ivdl  guarded  by  an  iron  railing,  from  the  tremendous 
precipice  below.  On  the  left  hand,  close  to  this  spot, 
•tands  the  ancicttt  faaipital  of  St.  John,  better  known  as 
4he  Une-ceat  acboDl*  the  south  wing  of  which  is  occupied 
as  s  tAmjfA  for  dirine  wordiipt  aooordiag  to  tbe  forms  of 
ttedmiehsfEagilMd;  itii  extt^-parochial,  is  denomi- 
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nated  Little  St.  John's,  and  is  in  the  patronage  of  the 
corporation.  The  centre  is  occupied  by  the  schools,  and 
the  remaining  wing  is  used  for  the  house  of  the  master 
and  other  purposes.  Behind  this  building  are  several 
alms-houses  for  aged  females ;  but  as  I  must  necessarily 
recur  to  this  subject  again,  I  shall  pass  on. 

Close  adjoining  to  this  building  on  the  north  side, 
is  a  road  leading  to  the  canal  wharf,  frbm  whence  a 
packet  sails  daily  for  Liverpool,  which  has  lately  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Canal-street ;  out  of  which  diverges 
another  path,  leading  to  Stone-bridge,  Saughall,  &c. 
Exactly  opposite  the  top  of  Canal-street  is  George-street, 
leading  to  New-town  and  Flookerabrook,  having  on  the 
left  a  lane,  denominated  Windmill-lane,  so  called  from  a 
mill  situated  at  its  extremity  near  the  Bache,  where  the 
monks  of  St.  Werburgh,  and  afterwards  the  tenants  of 
the  dean  and  chapter  had  the  privilege  of  grinding  their 
corn.  Nearly  at  the  top  of  the  south  side  of  this  street  is 
the  diocesan  school,  80  feet  long  by  33  wide;  it  was 
built  by  public  subscription  in  1813,  and  is  under  the 
patronage  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese. 

There  is  no  particular  object  in  Further  Northgate- 
street,  that  claims  any  particular  notice,  either  from  the 
historian  or  antiquarian.  It  contains  a  few  good  houses, 
but  they  are  thinly  scattered  amongst  many  inferior  ones ; 
the  street,  however,  is  wide  and  capacious,  and  forms,  if 
not  an  elegant,  at  least  a  commodious  entry  to  this  part 
of  the  city.  At  the  further  end,  there  are  two  roads 
verging  from  the  centre,  the  one  on  the  left  hand  leading 
to  Mollington  and  Parkgate;  the  other,  on  the  right, 
conducting  to  Eastham,  and  the  Liverpool  ferries  on  the 
Mersey,  On  the  ground  in  front,  which  divides  these 
roads,  is  an  excellent  brick  building,  which  appears  to 
great  advantage,  built  by,  and  the  residence  of  J.  Fletcher, 
Esq.  The  top  of  this  mansion  is  surmounted  with  a  glass 
cupola,  forming  an  excellent  observatory,  and  admirably 
situated,  on  account  of  its  great  elevation,  particularly  on 
the  western  point,  for  such  a  purpose.  On  this  spot 
formerly  ptood  the  church  of  St  Thomas,  or  Thomas. a 
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Bedket,  which  is  distinctly  marked  on  the  plan  of  Cliester, 
published  by  Daniel  King,  and  probably  taken  about 
1620.  A  contetnporary  says,  it  was  converted  into  a 
dwelling-house  by  Alderman  Richard  Dutton,  who  served 
the  office  of  mayor  of  the  city  in  1627^  and  was  afterwards 
called  Jolly* s  Hall.  In  1645^  it  shared  the  fate  of  most 
other  buildings  in  the  suburbs,  and  was  demolished,  that 
it  might  not  afford  shelter  to  the  enemy,  during  the  siege. 
I  have  been  informed,  that  in  turning  up  the  ground  in 
Mr.  Fletdier's  garden,  at  the  time  of  building  his  house, 
numerous  reliques  were  found,  indicative  of  the  site  having 
been  a  place  of  ancient  sepulture. 

A  little  beyond  Mr.  Fletcher's  house,  on  the  Bache 
road,  there  is  an  excellent  stone  mansion  built  about  a 
dozen  years  ago  by  thelate  Mascie  Taylor,  Esq. ;  and  since 
occupied  by  the  late  Rev.  Mr«  Molineux;  and  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  road,  another  has  been  erected  by 
Mr.  John  Lewis,  comptroller  of  the  customs.  These  are 
both  delightfully  situated,  and  the  grounds  tastefully  laid 
out.  But  I  am  reminded,  that  I  have  travelled  as  far  in 
this  direction  as  my  proposed  plan  will  allow,  particularly 
as  it  is  my  purpose  to  take  an  excursive  view,  in  a  sepa- 
rate article,  of  the  suburbs.  I  must,  therefore,  at  present 
return  to  the  Cross,  in  order  to  complete  my  itinerary  of 
the  city,  by  a  survey  of 

BaiDOB-sTaBBT.— This  street  is  550  yards  long,  and 
is  generally  wide  and  commodious;  it  is  divided  into 
Upper  and  Lower ^  the  division  being  marked  by  St. 
Michaers  church  and  the  road  leading  to  the  new  bridge. 
The  view  from  the  Cross  extends  nearly  to  the  bottom  of 
the  street;,  and  the  variety  in  the  buildings,  in  which  are 
intermingled  the  antique  and  the  modern,  of  different 
sizes  and  forms,  presents  a  grotesque  appearance.  On  the 
east  side,  the  modern  buildings  are  more  general,  the 
shops  in  the  street,  for  a  considerable  distance,  being 
occupied  by  the  town  butchers ;  the  street  shops  on  the 
western  side  are  of  a  more  respectable  character,  being 
principally  occupied  by  ironmongers,  grocers,  tobacco- 
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aisli,  ch«ndlers»  and  other  retail  dealers.  TbeamiqiiUf 
of  tbe  city  is  in  no  plac^  more  conspicuous  than  in  this 
interesting  street  Every  .gradation  of  arcbi^eqture^  from 
tbe  rude  clumsy  wooden  but^  to  the  open  airy  coniipodi- 
ous  hotel,  IS  here  displ^ed ;  aod  it  is  not  perhaps  thcs 
least  worthy  of  observation,  to  see  the  awkward  copfine- 
ment  of  low  close  rooms,  gradually  yielding  to  the  more 
healthful  taste  of  modern  building*  The  original  plan  of 
the  houses  (if  there  was  any  plan  at  all)  seems  to  have 
been  in  the  cottage  style^  with  the  gable  end  of  each  to 
fiice  the  street  This  mode  certainly  gives  great  extent 
of  premises  behind,  but  renders  the  inner  rooms  and  stair-* 
cases  rather  dark.  The  curious  observer  will  discover  io 
this  street,  that  the  square  brick  fronts  of  some  of  the 
houses,  are  nothing  more  than  a  wall  carried  up  as  high 
as  the  ridge  of  the  roof;  thus  having  the  appearance  q(  a 
handsome  modern  house,  while  the  interior  retains  most 
of  its  original  formation*  In  this  part  of  the  city  a  great 
deal  of  business  is  carried  on,  it  being  the  only  thoroHgh* 
fare  to  and  from  the  principality.  It  is  to  he  regretted, 
that  while  the  magistrates  were  fixing  upon  suitable  places 
for  markets  for  tbe  sale  of  various  commodities,  they,  did 
not  qppoint  some  other  mart  than  this  street  for  that  of 
coal*  The  long  range  of  coal  cart%  sometimes  ^tending 
in  a  line  from  below  Pepper-street  to  the  Feathers  hotels 
is  a  nuisance  that  ou^ht  to  be  abated;  and  besides,  taking 
into  account  the  conflux  of  people  and  the  iiumbers  of 
carriages  frequently  collected  together,  renders  their  st»* 
lion  here  not  less  dangerous  than,  disagreeable, 

'  The  first  turning  from  Bridge-street  on  the  right 
hand,  is  Commonhall-street,  which  is  thus  described  by 
old  Webb :— ^'  As  you  descend  from  the  High  Cross,  upon 
the  west  side  lyes  a  lane  anciently  called  Norman'srlanBi 
and  many  yet  call  it  Commonhall-lane^  becau9e  it  was 
situate  at  a  great  hall,  where  the  pleas  of  the  city,  and  the 
courts  whereof  and  meetings  of  the  mayor  and  his  bre-; 
thren  were  once  holden,  and  it  joins  SL  Alban's^lane,"^ 
(Weaver^cklane),  There  seems  to  be  some  difficulty  in 
fixing  the  exact  spot  where  thecommon-hall^toodit  it 
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bas  beeo  affiroMd'  bjr  some,  that  it  occupied  the  site  of  a 
bttilding  used  by  Mr.  Wilcoxon,  as  a  dissenting  meeting- 
house ;  but  by  others,  particularly  Ormerod,  with  greater 
probability,  that  it  stood  on  the  ^tmth  side  of  the  street, 
near  to  several  alms-houses  which  ^re  still  existing,  and 
where  previously  stood  a  decayed :Ohapel,  dedicated  to  St. 
Ursula.*  On  the  south  side  of  this  street  also  stood  th^ 
monastery  of  the  White  Friars,  or  Carmelites,  which 
exhibited  a  fine  spire,  built  in  1496,  and  taken  down  ip 
1597;  the  antiquarian  Webb  pathetically  laments  the 
removal  of  this  ornament,  in  the  following  language  s-*- 
^  It  was  a  great  pitie  that  the  steeple  was  put  away,  being 
a  great  ornament  to  the  citie.  This  curious  spire  steeple 
might  still  have  stood  for  grace  to  the  citie,  had  not 
private  benefit,  the  devourer  of  antiquitie,  pulled  it  down 
with  the  church,  and  erected  a  house  for  more  common 
ditie,  which  since  hath  been  of  little  use,  so  that  the  citie 
lost  so  goodly  an  ornament,  that  tymes  hereafter  may 
more  talk  of  it,  being  the  only  sea-mark  for  direction 
over  ibe  bar  of  Chester/'  Commonhall-street  contains 
likewise  a  Welsh  Calvinistic  chapel,  and  an  extensive 
shot  manu&ctory,  with  a  high  cfa'cular  tower,  built  by  the 
late  Mr.  John  Mellor,  and  now  carried  on  by  Mr.  Ellis. 

A  little  lower  down  Bridge-street,  on  the  same  side  is  a 
small  filthy  opening,  denominated  with  great  propriety 
jDcrly-lane,  which  has  no  other  communicadon  but  with  an 
adjoining  court,  though  in  the  time  of  the  ancient  survey,  it 
bad  a  passage  to  the  commonhall,  and  wiis  called  Perpoini- 
l0ne.  Immediately  opposite  this  spot,  is  theFeathers Hotels 
an  inn  of  very  superior  character,  and  now  kept  by  Mr. 
William  Jones.  With  this  house  is  connected  au  exten- 
sive coaching  esfablishmwt,  from  whence  conveyances 
.may  be  |iad  to  fivery  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  cQncem 
IS  sustained  with  commendable  spirit^  under  the  auspices 
of  Messrs.  J^mer  aB4  Herbert.  Close  to  this  spo^  are 
•till  preserved  In  a  tolerably  perfe^  state,  ibr  remains  of 

*  The  citiy  toittti  w«M  lanMvcd  Anm  tluf  atwit  to  St  NkfaolM««liipel, 
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a  hypocaust^  and  of  a  sweatttg  batlt,  formerly  mudrfe 
fise  among  the  Romans,  as  a  superlative  luxury,  which  will 
be  more  particularly  noticed  in  our  description  of  Roman 
Antiquities.  A  narrow  and  inconvenient  passage  lies  a 
few  paces  below,  called  tlie  Feathers-lane,  at  the  top  of 
-which  are  the  stabling  and  coach-houses  of  the  inn.  The 
continuity  of  the  row  is  broken  by  this  passage,  on  each 
side  of  which  there  is  necessarily  a  steep  flight  of  steps, 
to  connect  the  upper  with  the  lower  part  of  the  walk, 
which  is  both  dangerous  and  unseemly.  As  this  road 
belongs  of  right  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Feathers  inn,  it  is 
too  mncb  to  expect  that  it  will  be  relinquished  for  the 
public  convenience;  but  it  is  a  subject  of  surprise,  if  not 
of  censure,  that  the  police  commissioners  have  no^i^ng 
since  entered  into  some  arrangement  with  the  owner,  to 
block  it  up^  particuIaHy  as  the  back  part  of  the  premises 
might  be  easily  approached  from  Pepper-street.  As  the 
value  of  the  property  from  this  lane  to  Michael's  church 
is  materially  deteriorated  by  this  interruption  of  the  row, 
it  is  not  less  wonderful  that  the  owners  conjointly  have 
not  seen  it  to  be  their  interest  to  effect  such  a  compromise. 

About  eighty  paces  below  this  lane,  on  the  same  side, 
stahds  St.  Michael's  church,  through  the  arched  porch  of 
which  the  row  is  continued,  and  here  terminates.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  stood  the  church  of  St. 
Bridget,  and  this  quarter,  from  the  contiguity  of  the  two 
sacred  edifices,  received  the  appellation  of  The  Two 
Churches.  A  gateway  formerly  crossed  the  street  between 
St.  Bridget's  and  St.  Michael's  churches,  dividing  the 
Higher  from  the  Lower  Bridge-street. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  extensive  improve- 
ments and  alterations  in  and  about  our  castle  and  county- 
hall,  a  new  bridge  across  the  Dee,  from  the  south-eastern 
angle  of  the  Roodeye,  with  approaches  to  it  suitable  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  was  unquestionably 
contemplated  by  the  late  Mr.  Harrison,  whom  the  couaty 
had  the  good  fortune  to  engage  as  its  talented  architect. 
To  the  accomplishment  of  these  desiderata,  however, 
numerous    and    formidable    obstacles    were    opposed. 
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|)arfeiaalarly  as  they  involved  various  conflictkig  ioteresta. 
it  was  contended,  that  the  ejection  of  a  new  bridge  on 
the  proppsed  site,  ami  the  diversion  of  the  road  in  that 
direction,  would  essentially  lessen  the  value  of  all  the 
property  in  Lower  Bridge-street,  and   in  Handbridge; 
«nd  further,'  that  the  old  bridge\and  its  approaches  were 
capable  of  such  improyemenUi,  as    would    render  the 
project  of  but  trifling  advantage.    The  former  branch  of 
this  argameBt  was  undoubtedly  entitled  to  consideration, 
though  probably  the  estimate  of  loss,  as  represented  by 
the  land-owners,  was  not  a  little  exaggerated.     As  to  the 
capabilities  for  improvement  in  the  old  stnicture,  and  the 
avenues  leading  to  and  from  it,  though  admitted  to  a 
certain    extent,  ther6  are  physical  causes  beyond  the 
power  of  removal,  which  render  that  line  of  road  unsus* 
ceptible  of  convenience  ar.commodiousness.    The  steep- 
ness of  the  hill  on  the  Handbridge  side  of  the  river,  with 
the  suddenness  and  narrowness  of  its  turn  at  the  «immit, 
and  the  great  acclivity  of  tiie  lower  part  of  Bridge-street, 
will  always  necessarily  render  this  road  for  carriages 
both  difficult  and  dangerous.     Nor,  in  estimating  the 
comparative  advantages  of  the  two  lines,  should  it  be 
forgotten,  that  from  the  centre  of  the  city,  the  new  one, 
besides  preserving  a  per&et  level,  will  save  several  hun- 
dred yards  in  point  of  distance.  With  those  who  calculate 
only  on  the  principle  of  immediate  profit  or  loss,  in 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  all  arguments  drawn  from 
the  improved  appearance  of  the  city,   would  pass  for 
nothing ;  but  men  of  taste,  and  those  who  look  forward 
with  enlarged  mihds  to  ultimate  results,  will  see  abundant 
reason  for  present  admiration  as  well  as  future  anticipa- 
tion of  advantage,  from  the  completion  of  the  plans  now 
in  progress.    Before  the.  commencement  of  these/  our 
fine  castle,  county*halI,  and  the  circumjacent  buildings 
connected  therewith^  the  finest  specimens  of  architectural 
beauty  in  Europe,  were  almost  entirely  obscured  from 
public. observation j  while  the  principal  and  almost  only 
approach  to  them  was  by  a  narrow^  uneven  street  or  lane, 
nearly  at  one  esctremity  of  the  city,  where  there  is  hardly 
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•foom  for  «wo  camafcs  u>  si«ttfii«l>rei»t.  By  the  Amaa- 
4dk>il  of  the  new  itMid,  all  tb^se  attractive  otgeeta  are 
Arown  open  to  fall  iriew,  to  which  is  mipendded,  the 
tieaatifiil  stone  charch  of  St.  Bridget  $  and  when  the  new 
bridge,  unrivalled  for  tlie  dimenirious  of  its  arch,  is  eom«> 
pleted,  and  the  line  c€  road  perfected  to  Oveii^h^  v/m 
siiall  have  one  of  the  richest  promenades  that  can  he 
inMigined* 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  consnmmaitioB  ef 
these  improvements,  not  less  nsefiil  than  onsameiiCi^ 
without  being  as«wed  Aat  our  cltjr  will  become  a  point  of 
general  attraction.  The  new  forii^  at  Bangor  has  drawn 
thousands  of  people  from  every  part  of  die  Icingdom  to 
behold  it  as  a  curiosity ;  and  the  neighbourhood  has  been 
essentially  benefitted  by  the  amasing  influx  of  strangers* 
JU  the  bridge  at  Chester  be  not  so  striifingan  object  of 
rarity,  it  will  nevertheless  command  peculiar  attention,  as 
being  unique  hi  ils  kind,  and  not  to  be  parallelled  in  diis 
e^  any  other  country.  We  kno^  too^  iliat  the  beauties 
and  embellishments  of  any  place  have  no  small  influence 
tn  determinii^  the  domicile  of  individuals  and  fismiKca 
^Ao  bave  net  previously  a  locislized  habitation*  In  what- 
eve?  pirfnt  of  view  the  subject  is  considered,  and  tnkmg 
kMK>  acewBut  Uie  additkmal  toUs,  necessarily  created  by 
the  expenee,  to  me  it  appears  certain,  that  the  remunov* 
lion,  even  in  a  pecmiiary  sense,  will  more  than  compen* 
sate  fisr  the  requisite  sacrifice. 

it  has  already  been  remariced,  that  although  aevend 
iaftelligeat  aad  influentid  indl«4duab  ineeasandy  uiiged 
tiM(  advantage  of  a  new  bridge,  wiili  suitable  approadMS 
ttMsbers  of  others  were  opposed  to  tbem.  Ho  wever,  cis 
lifae  18th  September,  1818,  a  town's  meeting  ma  held  in 
iheBKChangQ^  at  wbkhthe  two  following,  among  odnir 
leftolndons,  were  vdoptedt^^^TbattheeiECvtlon  ofuM^ 
iber  bridge,  in  addition  to  the  pf«sent  one^  would  be 
highly  bsnefieial  to  the  public  at  iargQH*io  the  county  and 
eky  of  Chester  hi  iwuriieidar;  a«Ml  <aa  a  nathmsl  ender*^ 
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Wafes,  and  Ireland.  That  nolice  he  ianmediatel j  given, 
im  order  that  application  may  be  nmde  to  parliament,  al 
Ihe  enttting  session,  by  Mr.  Fincbett,  and  that  the  business 
telatii^  thereto  be  transacted  by  him,  as  solicitor  to  the 
midertaking,"  &c«  These  resolutions  were  rendered 
abortive  by  the  violent  opposition  made  to  the  measure 
and  the  pngeet  was  destined  to  slumber  for  nearly  another 
seven  years.  In  1834,  however,  the  plan  was  revived 
with  increased  energies,  and  in  ihe  month  of  June  the 
tsUowiag  year^  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  to  carry 
tlie  improvements  into  effect.  By  this  act,  powers  w^ere 
taken  by  oommissioaers  for  the  erection  of  the  bridge, 
making  the  approaches,  pulling  down  St.  Bridget's  churclH 
and  eebuilding  it  on  another  site,  as  well  as  for  widening 
the  old  bridge.  The  three  last  objects  have  been  accom* 
pliriied  at  the  ^ime  I  write  (July,  1830)  and  the  first  is 
in  a  considerable  state  of  forwardness.  The  new  line  of 
road  commences  from  the  end  of  Pepper*street,  taking  in 
tim  site  o{  the  late  St.  Bridget's  church,  crossing  in  an 
aUiqiie  direction  Cnppin  and  Bunce-streets,  and  passing 
fifftber  on,  the  extreme  ends  of  Nicholas  and  Castle- 
aliieeti^  where,  on  the  left,  stands  the  grand  entrance 
gate  to  die  esplanade  and  the  castle.  The  road  will  then 
proceed  in  a  direct  line  over,  and  on  a  level  with  the 
walking  path  of  the  walls  to  the  bridge^  and  so  on  tiU  it 
reaches  Overl^b,  where  it  joms  the  Denbighshire  and 
Flintshke  rands. 

It  is  a  sulyeot  of  dec|)  regret^  that  the  commissioners 
did  not  obtaiQ  powers  by  the  act  of  parliament^  for  pur- 
ckaanig  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  on  each  side  the  new 
road  to  buiki  a  range  of  good  houses  from  the  entrance 
tram  Bridge-street  to  St.  Bridget's  church,  and  for  com- 
peHing  persons  to  build  on  a  prescribed  plan.  There 
is  probably  no  situation  in  or  about  the  city  possessing 
9mA  imposing  claims  to  elegant  buildings;  and  yet,  for 
want  of  tlm  freeautioa  just  mentioned,  the  pres^it  ap- 
peanmoe  ie  wpeaipiy  and  pakiy.  In  one  place  is  a  dead 
andl^  Hdr^  m  fei^  yavds  lo^g^  in  anotbert  broken  frag- 
niwta  of  wraw  houses  here  an  old  bam  or  staUs^  and 
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there  a  patched  up  •  maiiiiliielx)ry»  besides  having  .almodt 
Hose  to  the  lineofi^oadj  the- works  of  the  gas  company, 
and  an  extensive  soapery.  I  believe.  Che  commissioners, 
as  well  as  the  pul)Hc,  see  and  regret  that  want  of  foresight 
which  leaves  this  roost  interesting  portion  of  the  city  in 
so  miserable  a  condition;  and  I  learn  efforts  are  now 
making  for  a  new  application  to  parliament,  forenlarged 
powers  to  accomplish  that  which  ought  to  have  been 
secured  by  tlie  original  measure  of  legislation.  Some 
plans  for  an  elegant  street  here  have  been  circulated,  but 
as  there  are  many  conflicting  interests,  I  am  quite  satis* 
fied,  that  unless  another  act  of  parliament  be  obtained, 
they  will  never  be  carried  into  execution.  An  acconnt  of 
the  new  bridge  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  "  PuWic 
Buildings."  To  this  skeleton  of  a  street,  the  police  com- 
missioners have  affixed  the  name  of  Grosvenor-street. 

The  first  building  in  this  road,  and  two  good  shops 
fronting  Bridge-street,  stand  on  the  site  of  an  old  edifice, 
formerly  well  known  in  Chester,  by  the  name  of  the 
Lamb  Row*  On  the  basement  floor  were  two  or  three 
small  shops  5  the  first  floor,  in  front  of  which  was  an  open 
space  of  several  yards,  was  ascended  by  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  outside,  going  from  Cuppin-street,  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  building  was  supported  by  clumsy  wooden 
pillars.  The  frame-work  was  of  wood,  and  the  instertices 
of  hazel  twigs,  plastered  over  with  clay  and  mortar.  The 
exact  period  of  the  erection  of  this  building  is  not  known ; 
it  was  probably  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  and 
it  was  most  likely  the  residence,  of  one  of  the  Randal 
Holmes.  Both  these  speculations  are  supported  by  the 
records  of  the  corporation ;  in  1670,  the  assembly  ordered, 
that  "  the  nuisance  erected  by  Randal  Holme  in  bis  new 
building  in  Bi*idge-street  (near  to  the  two  churches)  be 
taken  down,  as  it  annoys  his  neighbours,  and  hinders  their 
prospect  from  their  houses.**  The  followiog  year,  "  Mr. 
Holme,  painter,  was  fined  3/.  &.  8rf.  iot  contempt  to.  the 
Mayor,  in  proceeding  in  his  building  in  Bridge-street."  it 
appears,  however,  that  the  building  was'  not  taken  down : 
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it  was  subsequently  converted  into  a  tavern,  bearing  an 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  TAe  Lamb^  from  whence 
arose  the  name  of  the  Lamb  Row.  The  accompanying 
sketch  of  this  old  structure  will  convey  a  better  idea  of 
its  dangerous  and  dilapidated  state  than  any  written 
description,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  upper  part 
overhung  the  base,  and  bent  forward  in  an  alarming 
position*  In  May,  1821,  Jhne^  the  slow  but  certain 
conqueror  of  all  human  skill,  with  an  invisible  hand, 
touched  the  edifice,  and  the  whole  front  of  the*  upper 
apartments,  with  the  fore  part  of  the  roof,  fell  suddenly 
into  the  street.  Although  this  happened  While  several  of 
the  inmates  were  in  the  interior,  and  at  the  noon-time  of 
day,  when  many  persons  were  walking  to  and  fro  in  the 
street,  not  the  slightest  injury  was  sustained  by  any  one* 
The  ruins  and  the  ground  on  which  they  stood,  werepur- 
chased  by  Edward  Roberts,  Esq.  who  built  several  good 
shops  upon  the  site ;  but  it  will  be  a  snigect  of  lasting 
regret,  that  some  amicable  arrangements  were  not  come 
to,  for  these  buildings  being  thrown  further  back,  so  as 
to  widen  the  street,  which  in  this  part  is  the  narrowest 
and  most  inconvenient. 

Cuppin's-street,  so  called,  as  tradition  says,  'from 
licensed  bagnios,  or  cupping-houses^  being  situated  here, 
is  immediately  on  the  south  side  of  the  buildings  just 
mentioned :  it  is  cut  in  two  by  the  intersection  of  the  new 
street;  is  but  narrow,  with  many  indifferent  hoilises,  and 
terminates  at  Martin's  Ash,  near  St.  Martin's  church. 
Pepper-street  lies  on  the '  east  side  of  Bridge^street,  to 
which  St.  Michael's  chur6h  adjoins,  but  is  worthy  of  no 
further  notice,  than  that  it  leads  to  the  New-gate,  New- 
gate-street, and  the  top  of  Park-^street.  The  description 
of  the  remaining  avenues  from  this  street  shall  be  given 
in  the  words  of  the  antiquarian  Webb,  which  is  nearly 
applicable  to  the  present  time  :— -*<  Over  against  St. 
Olave's  church  lyeth  Castle-lane,  leading  to  the  castle, 
oiit  of  the  south  side  of  which  lyeth  another  lane  that 
goeth  to  St.'  Mary's  church.    And  on  the  east  skJe  of 
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Bridge-Street,  by  St.  Olave'n  church,  lyetb  St.  OlaveV 
lane.  Beneath  which,  on  the  same  side,  is  Clayton  or 
Claxton's-laDe  (now  Dulse-atreet),  which  butts  upon  the 
walls  of  the  city.  And  on  the  other  side,  over  against 
Clayton's-lane,  lies  a  way  out  of  the  Bridge^street,  that 
leads  to  St.  Mary's  church,  and  anciently  also  was  the 
way  to  Shipgate,  which  was  then  a  &ir  gate  in  the  wall 
belonging  to  the  ferry,  at  which,  before  the  building  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Dee,  both  horse  and  man  had  passage 
into  the  city." 

« 

Before  I  take  leave  of  this  street,  it  may  be  proper  to 
notice  one  or  two  circumstances.  Within  these  few 
years,  an  excellent  hotel  has  been  established  here,  called 
the  Albion  Hotel,  on  premises  formerly  held  by  the  late 
Bagot  Read,  Esq.  elegantly  fitted  up,  to  which  more 
recently  has  been  added  a  commodious  assembly-room, 
and  behind  the  premises  is  an  extensive  piece  of  ground, 
laid  out  as  a  bowling-green  and  a  flower-garden.  Imme- 
diately opposite,  an  excellent  bouse,  lately  occupied  by 
the  Misses  Hunt,  and  connected  with  the  proprietary 
of  the  hotel,  has  been  converted  into  a  subscription  news- 
room, to  which  billiard-rooms,  and  other  conveniences 
for  public  purposes,  are  appended.  Just  belaw  Castle- 
street,  on  tiie  west  side^  is  an  ancient  structure,  to  which 
thesis  an  ascent  by  a  high  flight  of  steps,  the  court 
within  being  known  by  the  name  of  the  Boardbig'Sehaoi' 
jfwrd*  This  ho«ise,  which  fronts  the  street,  was  formerly 
the  residence  of  Sir  Francis  Gamul,  who  was  a  prominent 
character  during  the  siege,  and  it  was  in  this  mansion, 
that  the  unfortunate  Charles  L  took  up  his  residence 
during  his  diort  and  disturbed  stay  in  the  city*  The 
house  and  outbuildings  behind  are  now  divided  into 
several  dwellings  of  an  inferior  grade ;  and  this  property, 
with  tliat  of  the  Dee  nulls,  passed  by  purchase  from  the 
representatives  of  the  Gamul  fomily,  to  the  late  E.  Q. 
Wrench,  Esq.  whose  descendant  now  possesses  it.  Even 
in  its  ruins,  there  are  yet  in  the  interior  some  remains 
of  its  former  magnificence.;  particularly  in  one  of  tl^p 
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fjirittdpai  rooms,  vvfiere  thc^  cbimney^ piece  is  decoraeed  in 
si>  stiperidr  tnaniier,  wttfa  the  GairndBniis  painted  in  the 
centre,  prtribably  the  w6rk  of  th^  first 'Randal  Holme*  li 
seldom' hi^ppeirr that  degradation*  fellowis  magnificeni^e,' 
withont  stmne-'  intermediate  gradai(6ns ;  and  this  ii  true 
in  •  reftrence^  to  this  once  abode  of  royalty.  Birt^vteen  th& 
ye«rs  176&  and  1770,  these  premises  T^ere  occufided  by  a' 
Mrl  Tench,  who  kept:  an  academy  for  dancin^^  and  a^ 
rta^  respectable  boarding-school,  firom  which  circum^ 
^umce,  the  presetit  name  of  the  place  is  derived.  Cod^ 
temporary  with  Mr.  Tetid^^-  as'  a^  dianeing^madt^  inl 
Chester;  was  a  Ml*:  Piekmore^  wlto  ateo^ obtainedMmej 
celebrity  as  a  telM^er  in  tbtslinei  Thei*^  is  aeorteus 
coincidence  worthy  doti^e^  involt^  id  thisf  immediate 
descendants  of  thede  g^fdtidmed;  Hfe  sOdofMhTedieh 
entered  the  army  as  a  li^dti^dant  in  tbemarides,  in  which 
eapablty  he  w^  empldyed  bygoternmMt  on  a  voyage  td 
the  then  infant  eolony  <tf  Net^  S^uth  Wales,  of  whtehj 
lA^r  Ms  retniir^  in  17i93;  he  pnblished  an  excellent  histdry ; 
atid^  pa«^jg'  thtt)ngh  thedlfiferient  gradations;  was  raised 
td  thie  rabk*  of  general  in  the  service,  wlikh  be  still  ^<^ 
tain^.  Mr.  Pickmere's  son  chosie  the  naVyfiirhlsseitoe 
of'  enterprise,  and  acquitted  himself  in  sneh  a^satisfiiecofy 
maimer  in  his  ptofessk>nal  datleSy  i^to  obtain'a  gradtiisd 
advimbemedt  to  thte  rank  of  admtralj  id  wbidh'cttpadty  h6 
bad  lattiy- a  command  on  tbeMetfitemmean  statidnl 
B^th'  tbie^e  disfii^fshed'  iddividuald^  art  natives  cf 
Obe^teri 

Opposite  to  Bdardfdjg'-iscfadoUya^d'tber^  Is  i^  adtlqtl^ 
stmcture;  nott  used  by  M^srs;  Nettv^r  and'GaMMi  as'^an 
extensive  •  brewery  5  the  date  of  its^etectlod^  is  tfttknoiwi?, 
ad  welt  as  the  purpose  to  which  it  >wlis^otdierl)^'a|!ipird^ 
prtated;  but  it  may  certainly  be  placed  as  ea¥ly'as'th% 
filteenth  century,  and'  the  row  »i^diding  beairs  ^evidtot 
d!rtirks  of  remote  arcititeetdfre^  In  the  interk>r  are"  several 
entranees  to  vaalted'passagesy  ne^  bkicked  up,  but  wbleit 
Gbmmiittieatibd'thi^y  ever  had  Is  uncertain. 

A  veiy  pepul^r»  opinion  lm»^  long  prevdfedy  tbWl 
tbererandeiilly  existed  Uubterraaead  passages  becween 
the  castle  and  various  public  buildings  in  the  oky^  ttmigll 
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for  what  purpose,  or  why  or  when  discontinaed,  is  wholly 
unknown.  This  idea  received  the  authority  of  theauthorof  the 
Polycronican^  who  says,  '^  In  thk  cyiebeenwayaunder  erthe^ 
with  vawtes  and  stone-werke  wonderly  wrought  ^  three 
chambred  werhes/'    In  remarking  upon  this  passage,  Mr. 
Pennant  observes,  that  of  these  not  a  trace,  nor  even  the 
least  memory  is  left,  notwithstanding  the  most  diligent 
search  and  inquiries  have  been  made.    None,  says  he, 
have  ever  been  discovered,  by  the  frequent  sinking  of 
cellars  for  new  buildings  on  the  site  of  the  old ;  tradition 
has  delivered  no  such  accounts  to  us ;  nor  is  their  exit  to 
be  traced  beneath  the  walls  in  any  part  of  their  circum- 
ference.    It  should  be  recollected,  however,  that  Mr. 
Pennant  wrote  upwards  of  fifty  years  ago,   and    that 
since  his  time,  a  greater  number  of  reliques  of  antiquity 
has  been  discovered,  than  before  his  time.    I  am  not 
prepared  to  speak  decidedly  on  the  question,  but  confess 
I  am  less  sceptical  on  the  affirmative  part  of  it,  than 
formerly.    There  is  some  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the 
blocking  up  of  passages  and  arches  several  yards  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  without  admitting  the  existence 
of  continuous  ways  for  some  purpose  or  other ;  and  if  we 
cannot  ascertain  their  direct  object,  yet  the  palpable  fact 
is  not  to  be  denied  or  evaded.    But  what  has  most  tended 
to  incline  me  to  a  persuasion  of  the  existence  of  these 
hollow  ways,  were  the  appearances  of  a  subterranean 
passage,  discovered  on  sinking  the  cellars  for  the  build- 
ings now  standing  on  the   site  of  the  old  Lainb*row. 
Here  was  found  a  distinctly  marked  road,  about  five  feet 
wide,  and  more  than  five  yards  deep  from  the  level,  run- 
ning the  whole  length  of  the  building  in   an    oblique 
direction,  and  without  termination  at  either  end.    The 
road  seemed  to  proceed  in  a  direct  line  from  the  site  of 
the  old  Friary,  situate  between  CommonhalNstreet  and 
White  Friars,  taking  a  slanting  direction  across  the  latter, 
and  pointing  obliquely  across  Bridge-street.    At  the  time 
of  sending  this  sheet  to  press,  the  author  is  engaged  in 
prosecuting  a  closer  research  into  this  subject,  the  result 
of  which  will  be  given  when  he  comes  to  notice  our 
antiquities. 
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A  little  before  arriving  at  the  Bridge-gate,  the  street 
widen!!,  and  a  range  of  good  buildings  on  the  east  side 
forms  what  is  called  Bridge-place.  The  Bridge-gate  has 
already  been  described  (page  369),  as  well  as  the  Dee 
mills  and  the  bridge  (pages  372-3),  and  nothing  more 
remains  for  observation  but  the  suburb  of  Handbridge, 
situate  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  wtthin  the 
parish  of  St,  Mary-on-tlie-bill :  it  condsts  of  narrow 
steep  streets,  built  on  a  r^  rock,  and  almost  exclusively 
inhabited  by  the  lower  iwders.  It  was  the  property  of 
the  predecessor  of  the  barons  of  Montalt  at  the  conquest, 
and  having  probably  passed  with  that  barony  to  the 
crown,  is  now  a  royal  manor,  and  held  by  lease  from  the 
king  by  the  present  Egertons  of  Oulton.  In  Doomsday- 
book,  this  vill  is  written  Brvge.  In  some  deeds  of  the 
16th  Henry  VIII.  it  is  called  Hunbridge.  Handbridge 
was  the  suburb  that  generally  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  Welsh 
in  their  predatory  excursions  and  attacks  on  the  city; 
hence,  in  the  British  language  it  is  called  Tre-hoeth,  the 
burnt  or  hot  town-rsignificant  of  its  having  been  the  seat 
•of  border  heat  and  contention. 
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"  Lo '.  where  trimnptuoit  o'er  tbc  wteqk  otyetit 
The  time-wocn  Fabrick  lifb  ita  &wM  fonn : 

Scath'd  with  the  blast  its  sculptufd  form  ^peaw. 
Yet  frowni  defiance  od  th'  impetuous  Worm. 

Wbat  pow*!*— to  more  than  giant  bulk  ally'd, 
Tlij flm-oompacted  masB  oiHupir'd  toniaet 
Then  btdf^fbeejtaiiid  seGDre,to  Ia|«st  days. 

Wonder  of  after  ttaft— •f  Cestjh*'b  sire«  Ote  pride." 


The  history  of  our  country  abounds  with  innamerable 
cridences  <tf  the  overwhelming:  influence  of  the  priesthood 
during  the  dark  days  of  papal  superstition  ;  and  there  are 
perhaps  none  more  palpable,  than  the  number  and  extent 
of  religious  edifices  scattered  up  and  down  in  the  land. 
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^fidrthe  oaom^ous  revenuee  \i^Ub  which  they  M^ere  en- 
4dow^*  And  if  this  he, a  ff^ct  appliicable  to  the  kingdom 
g^pei^lly>  it  is  more  peculiarly  so  in  reference  to  every 
<ity  or  town,  ,which  .was  constituted  a  kind  of  metropolis 
to  an  ecclesiastical  district.  Immediately  before,  and  at 
the  time  qf  the  conquest,  a  servile  devotedness  to  the 
,Bi|thority  of  die  clergy  was  in  its  zenith ;  and  this  was 
especially  m^ifested  by  the  founding  of  monasteries  and 
jchurches,  with  plentiful  endowments,  as  a  work  most 
acceptable  to  God,  because  recpqimended  by  his  accre- 
dited messengers. 

Of  all  places  remarkable  for  the  number  of  religious 
hpuses  in  ancient  tiq»es,  the  city  of  Chester  stood  pre- 
^lilinent,  ^nd  of  those  within  the  city,  the  cathedral  has 
always  jbieen  considered  the  most  considerable.  Before 
epteripg  upon  the  parochial  history,  and  a  description  of 
the  parish  churches,  and  the  decayed  religk)us  establish- 
,ments,  it  in^  therefore  be  expected,  that  some  account 
.^hofilld  be  given  of  this  venerable  pile.  The  principal 
parts  of  the  prei^pt  edifice  is  stated  to  have  been  erected 
4n  the  reigps  of  Henry  VI.  VII.  and  VIII.  but  chiefly  during 
the  two  last^  though  this  must  be  understood  only  of  the 
^arl^^l  repewal  jof  some  portions  of  it,  as  there  are 
innumerable  evidences  of  its  existence,  in  the  remains  of 
x^eitain  tombs  and  grave-stones  still  to  be  seen,  in  different 
places,  over  jsojf^e  of  the  first  abbots  and  otl^ers  who  are 
interred  here,  centuries  earlier  than  the  above  dates. 
The  original  foundation  has  alreadjy  beep  noticed  in  Ae 
.^cclesiastiod  history  of  fhe  city* 

\^  jthe  yearly  |>ar^  of  Henry  the  £ighth*s  ireign,.sa)*5 
Ormerod,  the  conventual  buildingSi  occupied  nearly,  if 
not  ^vvhelly,  <Mie  fourth  of  the  ci^.  The  walb  connecting 
these,  and  inclosing  tiie  immediate  ^bbey  lands,  ext<ended 
in  a  djff¥)ct  line  al^^PI^^  .^  ^be  Northgate,  inters>cicting  the 
present  double  row  of  hous^  frpatiag  tbe  atreet  and 
«quare,^i^d  which  imaginary  line  sdH  separates  4ihe  abbey 
district  .4rom  the  parish.  The  city  walls  fropi  thence 
formed  ihdr  .nortliem  .ap4  e.9stern  thpm)^|iiiy  as  far  as  the 
lend  of  >Frodsbam*fitieet»  tetweea  wfaieh  and  liie  abbey 
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their  kitchen  garden  was  situated,  still  called  the  Kale- 
yards, to  which  they  had  access  by  a  postern  through  the 
wall,  which  is  also  still  open,  on  sufferance,  as  an  inscrip- 
tion over  the  gate  informs  us.  A  small  tablet  near  the 
East-gate  marks  the  boundary  of  the  precincts  on  the 
southern  side.  Within  this  ample  area  were  included 
their  pleasure  grounds,  gardens^  the  residence  of  the 
abbot,  and  other  superiors,  together  with  those  of  subor- 
dinate rank,  aiid  various  offices  belonging  to  the  domestic 
department  of  the  abbey. 

The  cathedral,  from  whir^hever  side  it  is  viewed, 
presents  a  massive  stupendous  pile,  and  exhibits  a  pleasing 
variety  of  styles,  in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  different 
ages ;  some  parts  decorated  with  elaborate  workmanship, 
whilst  others  are  perfectly  simple  and  unadorned.  Its 
general  style  may  be  termed  the  Norman-Gothic,  though 
some  specimens  of  the  early  Saxon  are  to  be  found  in  its 
minor  beauties.  In  the  Magna  Britannia,  the  Lysons,  in 
noticing  the  small  circular  arches  in  the  exterior  of  the 
north  wall  of  the  nave,  conjecture  that  they  are  as  ancient 
as  the  time  of  Leofric,  the  Mercian  earl,  who  repaired 
and  beautified  the  church  in  the  eleventh  century;  they 
^re  decidedly  of  Saxon  architecture.  The  cathedral  bears 
the  form  of  an  irregular  cross,  which  may  easily  be  ac- 
counted for  on  account  of  the  different  periods  at  whicli 
it  was  built ;  it  has  also  been  remarked,  that  it  does  not 
.stand  in  a  direct  east  and  western  direction^  a  circum« 
stance  also  adduced  in  proof  of  its  high  antiquity. 

The  following  dimensions  have  been  given  to  the 
building  by  a  late  survey,  said  to  be  accurately  taken : — 

■ 

External  kogth 372  Ftet. 

Internal  ditto 350 

The  nave  or  broad  aisle «.•  175 

Thechoir  HO 

St.  Mary's,  or  Lady's  chapd 65 

Transept  external  900,  internal 180 

Breadth,  induding  aisles  .t • •    74 

Height  of  the  ceiling  ...; 73 

Ditto  of  the  diapd ••..••    33 

Ditto  of  the  tower.  ...t. IV 

Diameter  ditto ••••     45 
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The  cathedral  doubtless  owes  as  much  for  its  vene- 
rable appearance  to  the  perishable  nature  of  the  materials 
of  which  it  is  formed  as  to  its  age ;  for  we  see  many  struc- 
tures much  older  than  this,  with  less  mournful  evidences 
of  decay.    It  is  built  of  a  soft  red  sandy  stone,  from  some 
of  the  neighbouring  quarries,  which  on  exposure  to  the 
air,^  soon  becomes  friable,  and  gradually  wastes.     It  is 
greatly  to  be  lamented,  says  a  writer  of  the  present  day, 
that  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  chapter  revenues,  the 
whole  building  was  suffered  to  fall  into  a  serious  state  of 
dilapidation,  before  it  was  attended  to.    In  consequence 
of  this,  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  excellent  parts 
were  so  completely  ruined,  that  no  art  could  repair  or 
prejiierve  them.    A  subscription  was  however  set  on  foot 
throughout  the  diocese  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  and  a 
handsome  sum  was  collected,  though  insufficient  to  restore 
the  grandeur  of  its  former  architectural  dignity.    Accord- 
ingly the  repairs,  as  they  now  stand,  were  completed  at 
the  least  possible  expence,  and  which,  although  not  hap- 
pily harmonizing  with  the  exquisite  skill  of  the  earlier 
labours,    are   quite   competent   to    the  preservation  of 
the  remaining  greatness  of  this  stately  national  orna- 
ment. 

The  western  entrance  stands  pre-eminent  in  archi- 
tectural dignity,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  work  of 
Abbot  Ripley,  who  was  appointed  to  the  abbacy  in  1485. 
It  consists  of  a  pointed  door-way,  placed  under  a  large 
obtusely  pointed  window,  with  an  ogee  canopy,  and  filled 
with  muUions  ramified  in  the  rich  style  of  the  ornamented 
gotbic.  .  On  each  side  of  the  door-way  are  three  gothic 
niches  with  canopies,  and  the  whole  is  included  within 
two  slender  octagonal  turrets.  On  the  right  side  of  this 
entrance  is  the  bishop's  consistory  court,  finished  in  the 
same  masterly  and  magnificent  manner,  and  on  the  left, 
an  entrance  to  the  bishop's  palace.  It  seems  more  than 
probable,  that  these  were  intended  to  form  a  basis  of  two 
western  towers,  and  the  foundation  of  them  was  laid  pro- 
fessedly for  that  object  with  much  ceremony  by  abbot 
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Bircheasbaw  in  1506;*  bat  the  project  was  most  Kkelf 
abatidoned  for  want  of  funds.  The  gouth-ptirch  of  the 
chttrch  is  in  the  style  of  the  same  period.  On  the  right 
from  the  western  door  stands  a  capacious  font^  with  the 
following  Latin  inscription  above  it  :•— '^  Lateritium  hie 
olim  invenit  baptisterium  infans  Gulielmus  Moretou : 
marmoreum  idem  instituit  Episcopus  Kildarensis^  Anno 
Dom.  1687." 

Two  descents  by  steps  lead  from  the  western  entrance 
into  the  nave.  The  broad  sheet  of  light  transmitted 
through  the  fine  western  window  discovers  at  once  the 
beauty  and  ample  dimensions  of  the  noble  ai^te.  It  has 
been  a  subject  of  some  speculation  to  account  for  its  floof 
being  so  much  below  the  level  of  the  surrounding  ground ; 
but  the^  circumstance  is  easily  accounted  for^  by  the  con- 
tinual Accession  of  matter  conveyed  into  the  cemeteries 
for  ages,  while  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  Was  rembved 
therefrom.  This  cause  has  lately  been  satisfactorily  illui^ 
trated  by  the  removal  of  the  earth  from  the  externa) 
walls,  the  basement  of  which  are  now  exhibited  sefveral 
feet  below  the  former  surface. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  cathedral  is  said  tb  have 
been  built,  or  rather  re-edificed  by  three  successive  abbots^ 
Oldham,  Ripley,  and  Birchenshaw,  who  sustained  the 
office  between  the  years  1452  and  1537*  The  tower  iti 
the  centre,  is  ascribed  to  the  first  of  tliese ;  the  nave,  or 
broad  aisle,  to  the  second;  and  to  the  third,  some  g<etveral 
modifications  and  additions.  The  centre  aisle  is  divided 
from  the  side  aisles  by  six  pointed  arches^  on  each  sidev 
sprung  from  clustered  columns,  with  capitals  ornamented 
with  foliage.  Just  above  these  arches,  is  an  ambulatdiT]^ 
or  narrow  gallery,  running  with  little  intermission  round 
the  whole  building;  this,  however,  is  in  an  unfinished 
state,  there  being  a  wooden  rail  substituted  for  the  elegant 
quatrefoils,  from  which  the  deta6  hedpieces  were  designed  to 

*  Ga^aohimi&wt  of  this  iiiMiitioli^  Webb;  in  th^'Valr  Royal,  aii4lvili9 
date' of  1508^  hMthis  nodoes^'^  The  foundation  and  the  finlstoia  of  Um 
(new  steeple  of  the  abbey)  laid,  the  mayor  being  then  pieient." 
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be  the  general  ballustradingi  tnd  wbich^  says  a  conCempi^ 
rary,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  a  similar  work  at 
Carlisle,  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  broad  aisle,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  in  this  spacious  place  are  occasionally  held  04ir 
musical  festivals  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  cbarities^ 
which  always  prove  a  rich  treat  to  the  lovers  of  hlirmony. 
The  west  end  upon  those  occasions  is  fitted  up  as  as 
orchestra,  to  the  centre  of  which  the  organ  is  removed 
from  its  usual  station.  These  meetings  are  usually  at- 
tended by  an  immense  confluence  of  noUlity  and  gentry 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  surplus  of  receipts 
above  the  expenditure  geneitiUy  amounts  to  from  7001, 
to  1000/.  which  is  distributed  to  the  charitable  institutions 
of  the  city,  according  to  their  importance  and  necessities. 

West  of  the  nave,  are  four  piers  supporting  the  great 
central  towevy  which  is  said  to  have  been  finished  in  1210. 
This  fact  has  been  doubted,  but  it  is  observable,  that  ita 
general  proportions  are  those  pf  the  Norman  churohes, 
and  the  massy  piers  that  support  it,  have  been  obviously 
W%  down  to  bear  a  closer  resemblance  to  the  columaa 
W9X  them.  It  is  probable,  that  only  an  alteration  in  tbetr 
form  was  made  by  Simon  Ripley,  and  that  the  tower  wai^ 
new  cased  at  the  same  period. 

At  the  sides  of  the  tower  are  the  transepts^  of  very 
unequal  proportions  j  the  north  transept  has  an  oi*na^ 
mented  oak  roof,  supported  by  angels  holding  emblems  of 
the  crucifixion.  At  the  intersection  of  one  of  the  beams 
are  the  arms  of  Wolsey.  The  ambulatory  has  rails  formed 
of  quatrefoils,  and  a  lower  ambulatory,  not  open  on  the 
north  or  west  skies,  but  lighted  on  the  east  side  by  small 
round-headed  arches^  opening  to  the  transept,  resting  on 
short  cylindrical  columns  with  squared  capitals.  At  the 
south-east  angle  of  this  transept  is  an  ancient  vestry  in  a 
style  of  very  early  Morman  architecture.  The  south 
transept  used  as  the  parish  ehurch  of  St.  Oswald,  is  much 
larger  than  the  opposite  one. 

The  choir  is  separated  from  the  nave  by  a  rich  gothic 
stone  screen,  ajbove  which  stands  tha  organ,  said  to  have 

VOL.  u.      F 
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been  built  by  the  celebrated  artist,  Smith.  Its  exterior  ■• 
much  admired  for  the  beautiful  foliated  gothfc  panelling 
with  which  it  is  enriched,  and  is  surmounted  by  a  series  of 
canopy  work,  formed  by  the  projection  of  the  gallery ;  on 
the  latter  are  painted  the  arms  of  the  first  earU  of  Chester, 
and  their  barona,  t(^ether  with  those  of  the  see,  and  the 
BTcbbishop  of  the  province.  The  porch  of  light  and 
graceful  fretwork,  with  its  corresponding  moulding,  gives 
an  appropriate  finiBb  to  the  whole. 

Within  the  choir  are  numerous  objects  of  curiosity 
and  admiration.  The  pavement  is  of  black  and  white 
marble.  At  the  west  end  are  four  stalls  on  each  side  of 
the  entrance,  and  there  are  twenty  others  on  each  side  of 
the  choir.  The  end  and  sides  from  the  organ  lof^  to  the 
bishop's  throne  are  ornamented  with  spiral  tabernacle 
work,  highly  enriched,  and  probably  unparalleled  for 
neatness  of  execution.  The  desks  for  the  singing  boys 
are  arranged  on  the  sides  of  the  choir,  projecting  from 
the  «des  of  the  vicars  choral,  and  are  evidenUy  of  moderil 
construction.  The  following  sketch  of  the  dean's  seat, 
may  fiimish  an  idea  of  the  stalls  generally.  They  appear 
to  be  the  work  of  the  14th  century,  and  have  miserecortU 
(seats  turning  up)  with  curious  and  ludicrous  figures. 
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The  approach  to  the  dean's  stall  is  up  several  iteps, 
sad  on  the  door-post  of  the  entrance  is  some  curions 
carved  work,  of  wlucli  the  following  is  a  sketch : 


The  bishop's  throne  stands  on  a  stone  base,  as  re- 
•tnarkable  for  its  sculpture  as  its  original  use.  The  form 
4s  an  oblong  square ;  and '  each  side  most  richly  orna- 
mented with  gothic  carvings,  arches,  and  pinnacles. 
Around  the  upper  part  is  a  range  of  little  images,  designed 
to  represent  the  khigs  and  tiaiuts  of  the  Mercian  kingdom. 
Each  held  in  one-hand  a  scroll  with  the  name  inscribed. 
Fanatic  ignorance  mutilated  many  of  the  labels,  as  well 
as  the  figures ;  the  last  was  restored  about  the  year  1748  j 
when,  as  a  late  humorous  writer  tells  us,  a  maton  was 
employed  to  mend  their  majesties;  but  the  artist,  not 
being  very  well  acquunted  with  either  jaiWs  or  sovereigns, 
unluckily  transposed  their  caputs,  by  putting  kings'  heads 
upon  queens'  shoulders,  and  vice  versa.  To  the  body  of 
a  tender,  virgin  saint,  he  placed  the  head  of  a  veteran 
monarch !  What  sort  of  a  head  the  artist  must  have  had, 
we  will  not  pretend  to  say :  this  much,  however,  he  might 
tmly  bave  boasted^ — that  he-knew  how  "to  put  old  heads 
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Upon  young  iihoQiders/'  At  first,  there  were  thirty- four 
figures :  four  are  lost ;  the  remainder  are  minutely  de- 
scribed, and  the  history  of  each  monarch  and  saint  accu- 
rately given,  in  a  small  pamphlet,  published  in  1749,  by 
the  worthy  Dr.  William  Cowper,  who  dedicated  the  profits 
of  the  work  to  the  blue  coat  hospital  in  this  city.  I'hese 
statues  are  placed  in  the  following  order,  if  we  begin  at  the 
figure  at  the  south-west  angle,  fronting  the  west,  and  thence 
proceed  over  that  end,  along  the  north  front,  and  thence 
round  the  east  end,  towards  the  stairs  up  to  the  throne : 

1.  Rex  Ciieda.  IS.  Rex  dm. 

2.  Rex  Penda.  17.  8ta.  ..rgg. 

3.  Rex  Wttlpbems.  18.  •  i  us. 

4.  Rex  CeolredoK.  19.  J— — i— -^ 


S.  _— _  20.  Baldredus. 

jS.  RexOffa.  21.  Merwaldus. 

7.  Rex  Egferttti.  22.  Rex  Wiglaff. 

8.  I  23.  Rex  Bertwulph. 
S.  StuB.  KeDelnuM.  24.  Rex  Burghrdlas. 

10.  Sta.  Milbttiga.  25.  1 

11.  Rex  Beoma.  S6.  Sta.  —eda. 

12.  Rex  Colwlphiti.  27.  . 

13.  _ — 28.  


14.  StU.ii^r  .idiMw  SO.  Rex  BthelbertuB. 

16.  tti.  SO.  Sto.  Mildrida. 

Four  more  images  iiav«  been  cjpiiie  cut  away,  two 
^■-  Ihe  wtst,  and  two  at  the  msi  epd.  ,Dr.  Cowper  8ay% 
.Ihttt  the  persoiiagies  wUch  were  iateoded  to  be  represeoted 
Iqr  liMae  statue*,  Mnere  either  her  aoeestors^  or  else  most 
.of tlmn  Heady  rdated  lo  St.  Werbiirgb%  wtio  wss  daughter 
4>f  WnlfbeK^  king  of  Mercii^  by  bis  qoeea  Eminilda ; 
Jnd  thus  describes  them  :**- 

i^  Griids,  IfiBth  in  desoeot  htm  Woden,  founder  of  the  kingdom  of  Merdi, 
about  584. 
"   d.  Penda,  grandfton  of  Ciieda,  a  Pagan  King  t>f  Herda. 
^  ITidfliiM,  (ftoo&d  ton  of  Penda,  MuttOf  St.  Wivlwigl^ 

tianl^ofMcraa. 
4t.Co«lred»  nej^iew  of  Wulpbere,  and  eon  of  Xthelied,  husband  of  St. 
Werburgha,  King  of  Merda. 
'Si*  *  *  *  *  *  •''•. 

>S.  Oik,  the  gMSt  King  of  Memliu 

7.  S^botn^  aon  of  Offa,  and  King  of  Herda. 

.a.  •         •  '  ■    •         •        ■  •        ♦      •  • 

9.  9t.  ICenelm,  son  of  KehulfT,  and"  Bking  of  Merda.  - 


THB  cathedral:  45 

10.  8f»  MAbwgt,  dMighlftr  of  MenrBldut,  fowtfa  non  of  KiDg  Fieoda. 

11.  BMMiui«  Xing  of  the  East  Anglet  in  the  time  of  St.  Werburgha. 

12.  Colwulphus,  uncle  of  St.  Renelm,  and  King  of  Mercia. 
*  IS.  •  •  »  •  •  •  • 

14.  St.  [BifnlBi]Aa,niotharof  St.  Werlmrgfaa,  dattghtn  of  JSrcomfacrt,  Slug 

•fKcnt. 

15.  Rex  na. 

16.  Rex  (Ethelred']us,  paternal  uncle  of  St  WeTburgha,«nd  King  of  Mercia. 
17*  9l  (Kc&eba]argo,  paternal  aunt  of  St.  Werbnr^,  wife  of  Addwal, 

Fiince#f  NortlwmbrifL 

16.  XKenred]aa,  a  pastoral  staff  in  the  handj  supposed  to  be  Kenredus,  brother 

of  St.  Werburgha,  who  resigned  the  crown  to  Ceolred,  and  accepted  of 

tfn  abbacy,  but  died  in  the  monastery  of  St  Peter,  at  Rome. 
19*  •  •  •  •  •  « 

t6*  BaUtedoa,  Oovemor  of  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  under  Kenulf,  King  of 

Merda. 
21.  Herwaldus,  fourth  son  of  Penda,  and  unde  of  St.  Werburgha. 
tS.  Wiglair,  Kbg  of  Mercia,  tributary  to  Egbert 
m.  Bcxtwolph,  brother  of  WIglaff,  and  tiibntary  King  of  Mercia. 

24.  Bogihreduf,  tributary  King  of  Mercia. 

25.  ••••••• 

26.  St  [Ethelr]eda,  sunt  of  St  Werburgha,  under  whom  she  was  veiled 

at  Ely. 

«7. 

26.*  •  •  •  ••  • 

29.  Rex  Ethelbertus,  supposed  to  be  Kthetbert,  first  Christian  King  ef  Kent, 

and  great  grandfather  of  St  Wevburgha. 
20.  St  Mildzida,  dangjliter  of  Merwaldnsy  and  coniin  of  St  Wsrbttigha. 

Dr.  Cowper  deseribes  this  piece  of  aotiquity  as  ^ 
stone  stracture  ki  the  antique  ornamental  styles  of  an 
oblong  qnaikangular  form  eight  feet  nine  inehes  in  beigte, 
in  length  from  east  to  west,  seven  feet  six  inches;  in 
breadth  from  north  to  south,  four  feet  eight  inches,  ornah 
mented  with  six  gothic  ardies  (three  feet  four  inchca  ip 
faeigiit)  two.  towards  the  north  front,  two  towards  tlt^ 
stDuA^  one  at  the  east  end,  and  the  other  at  the  west ; 
above  oaeh  of  these  is  an  arch,  representing  a  window,  in 
the  aame  atyle  of  architecture*  The  same  writer  assumes 
it  as  aa  iodisputable  fact,  that  the  episcopd  throne  is  the 
ancient  ithrine  of  the  patron  saint.  Mr.  Pennant,  how- 
ever, is  <af  a  different  opinioa :  his  words  are,  ^'  I  beg 
leave  to  dissent  from  the  notion  of  this  having  been  the 
shriM  of  St.  I^erburgh,  as  it  is  popularly  called.  It  cer- 
ate^ was  aoihiag  OMre  than  the  pedestal  on  which  tbe 
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real  rfirine,  or  at  the  French  call  it,  la  chaae^  stood, 
which  contained  the  sacred  reliques.  These  are  made  of 
gold,  silver,  vermeil^  i.  e.  silver  gilt,  or  some  precious 
materials,  and  often  enriched  with  gems  of  great  valae. 
They  are  of  different  forms,  such  as  churches,  cabinets,  &c. 
luid  should  the  relique  be  a  head,  or  limb,  the  chasse  is 
made  conformable  to  the  shape  of  the  part.  These  are 
seated  usually  conspicuous  on  an  elevated  place ;  and  are 
always  moveable,  in  order  that  they  may  be  carried  in 
procession,  either  in  honour  of  the  saint,  or  to  divert  some 
great  calamity.  Thus  in  1 1 80,  the  shrine  of  St.  Werburgh 
was  brought  out  to  stop  the  rage  of  a  fire  in  the  city, 
which  for,  a  long-  time  was  invincible  by  every  other 
means ;  but  the  approach  of  the  holy  remains  (as  our 
monkish  writers  gravely  assure  us)  iustantly  proved  their 
sanctity,  by  putting  an  end  to  its  furious  desolation/' 

In  the  chancel  there  were  formerly  four  stone  stalls 
for  the  officiating  priests;  and  on  the  opposite  side  two 
stone  recesses  for  the  holy  water  and  the  sacred  relics. 
The  tapestry  for  the  altar-piece  is  esteemed  ^n  excellent 
piece  of  workmanship,  the  sutgect  a  copy  of  RaphaePs 
picture  of  Elymas  stricken  with  blindness,  which  was 
worked  at  a  nunnery  in  France.  The  window  above 
contains  a  few  fragnietlts  of  its  once  entire  and  beautifully 
painted  subject,  <^  The>  genealogy  of  the  Virgin  Mary." 
The  double  line  of'  trefoil  headed  arches,  supported  on 
slender  pillars  above  the  choir^  give  a  chaste  and  elegant 
appearance  to  this  portion  of  the  building.  In  the  south 
aisle  are  three  tombs,  supposed  to.  be  the  sepulture.of 
three  of  the  abbots  of  the  fourteenth  century;  and  also 
one  of  an  altar  form,  popularly  ascribed  to  Henry  IV. 
emperor  of  Germany,  who,  according  to  a  legendafy  tale 
before  noticed,  was  said  to  have  escaped  from  his  trimbte 
and  to  have  resided  in  this  city ;  to  have  (fied  there;  and 
to  have  been  interred  in  the  abbey ;  concerning  whom* 
however,  there  is  a  welUauthentidttedaceouoty  that  be 
closed  his  life  at  Liege,  in  1106, 

The  ctioir  is .  sepacated-r  firom  the  side  aisles  by^feRe 
pointed  arches  on  each  'Me,  <with  elareslorf  wi^^opl 
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«rer.  An  ambulatoiy  la  continoed  under  these  windon'g, 
beneath  which  h  a  row  of  Bmalt  arches,  resting  on  light 
■bafts,  in  an  earlier  style  than  that  of  abbot  Ripley,  to 
whom  the  choir  has  been  ascribed.  In  both  side  aisles 
ar«  piscinas  on  the  sides  nearest  the  choir ;  and  in  both 
the  vaulting  has  been  finished  with  a  more  acute  pitc6 
than  was  originally  intended,  which  has  an  unpleasant 
effect  from  the  awliward  joining  of  the  ribs.  In  the  south 
wall  of  the  south  aisle  are  two  wide  arches,  apparently 
part  of  the  original  building,  from  the  form  of  the  mould- 
ings and  other  ornaments  of  the  pilasters  between  them  ; 
Qoder  these  arches  are  coffin-shaped  stones  ;  higher  up, 
and  close  to  the  door  of  St.  Mary's  chapel,  is'a  cupboard 
for  relics,  and  a  piscina  opposite  to  it,  under  a  rich  canopy, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  tolerably  good  representation  -. 


Prom  hence,  by  folding  doors,  we  are  admitted  into 
Si.  Mary's  cAape/jOrtbeZ^u^'xc^^e/,  which  is  separated 
from  the  choir  by  another  stone  screen,  apparently  of 
modem  erection.  Within  this  cliapel.  Dr.  Cotes,  bishop 
.  of  Chester,  in  1654,  daring  the  dreadful  persecution  in 
Mary's  reign,  sat  in  judgment  on  George  Marsh,  a  pro- 
tettant  minister,  and  oondemned  him  to  the  flames  for 
bart^.     There  are  prayers  in  this  chapel  erery  morning 
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at  six  o'clock  in  summery  and  seven  in  winter ;  and  in  tl|^ 
choir  daily^  at  half-past  ten  in  the  morning,  and  at  tbre^ 
in  the  evening.  This  chapel  consists  of  a  middle  aisle 
and  two  side  aisles,  handsomely  vaulted  with  richly 
carved  key-stones.  The  side  aisles  are  divided  from  tfaf 
middle  aisle  by  two  arches,  sprang  from  a  massy  pier  09 
each  side,  apparently  part  of  the  original  huilding,  cot 
down  and  dusted  over  with  clusters  of  light  pillar^ 
terminating  in  elegant  pointed  arches^  with  quatrefoils 
inserted  in  mouldings.  On  the  north  side  of  the  chancel, 
which  extends  beyond  the  side  aisles,  are  two  elegant 
pointed  arches;  one  contains  two  piscinas,  the  other  was 
apparently  a  seat  for  the  officiating  priest;  another  pointed 
arch  also  appears  in  the  opposite  side. 

The  cloisters  are  situated  on  the  north  side  of  th^ 
the  church,  and  form  a  quadrangle  about  1 10  feet  square. 
The  cloisters  originally  consisted  of  four  vaulted  walks 
surrounding  this  space ;  but  that  on  the  south  yielded  a 
few  years  sincis  to  the  insiduous  working  of  time  and  the 
elements,  which  has  not  been,  and  is  never  likely  to  be 
restored.    The  late  Dean  Cholmondeley,  a  liberal  and 
zealous  patron  of  the  arts,  proposed  the  entire  restoration 
of  all  the  decayed  parts  of  this  fabric,  and  in  fact  accom- 
plished some  considerable  improvements ;  but  he  termi- 
nated his  valuable  life  before  his  purposes  were  realized, 
and  with  him  fell  the  laudable  design  of  repairing  and 
preserving  the  long-neglected  and  venerable  ruins.    The 
general  style  is  thdt  of  the  fifteenth  century,  with  carved 
key-stones  at  the  intersections  of  the  vaulting ;  the  win- 
dows obtusely  pointed ;  a  lavatory  projects  from  part  of 
the  west  cloister,  and  extended  along  that  of  the  south. 
Over  the  east  cloister  was  a  dormitory,  which  has  either 
been  destroyed,  or  suffered  to  fall  into  decay,  much  to  th« 
injury  of  the  appearance  of  these  venerable  conventual 
ruiQs. 

In  the  wall  on  the  ruinated  side  are  six  recessed  semi- 
circular arclies,  resting  on  short  pillarsj  of  ui)d^ubted 
Saxoii  masonry.  These  indicate  the  places  of  sepujturel 
of  so  many  Norman  earls.    The  beautiful  roof  of  tbo 
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cloisters  is  enriched  with  numerous  sculptured  shieidsr, 
devices,  emblems,  &c.  that  ornament  the  intersections  of 
the  groinings;  and  here  also  are  discoverable  the  arms 
of  the  first  earls  of  Chester,  of  Henry  VII.  Cardind 
Wolsey,  the  see  of  York,  and  a  sculptured  figar^  of  our 
Eighth  Henry, 

The  west  walk  opens  to  the  nave  by  an  early  Norman 
arch  at  the  south  end ;  and  by  another,  now  closed,  it 
formerly  opened  to  a  passage  leading  to  the  great  square 
of  coDFentoat  affices*  Another  door-way  opposite  to  the 
south  walk  (closed  by  a  pillar  placed  before  it,  to  support 
the  present  vaulting)  led  to  an  arched  passage,  forming 
the  abbot's  way  to  the  churcrh.  The  arches  of  this  pas- 
sage ace  semicirGtdar,  and  the  ribs  unusually  massy* 
Alon^  the  rest  of  this  walk  extends  a  kind  of  crypt,  con- 
sisting of  a  double  row  of  circular  arches,  sprung,  with 
one  exception,  from  short  cylindrical  columns.  This 
building  was  probably  used  as  a  depository  for  the  im- 
ported stores  of  which  we  may  form  no  mean  idea  from 
a  charter  of  the  King  of  the  Isles,  to  the  abbot  of  St. 
Werburgh,  granting  ingress  and  egress  to  the  vessels  of 
the  monks  of  the  abbey,  with  sale  and  purchase  of  goods 
toll  free,  and  right  of  fishery  upon  his  coasts.  From  this 
circumstance,  as  well  as  from  the  capaciousness  of  the 
culinary  offices,  and  the  refectory,  a  tolerably  correct 
idea,  may  be  formed  of  the  fondness  of  the  monks  to  good 
living.  And  indeed  their  extensive  establishment,  and 
their  being  privileged  with  the  range  of  several  manors  for 
game,  are  sufficiently  indicative  of  the  persuasion  of  the 
gentry  that  luxury  was  not  excluded  from  their  table ;  it 
was  also  their  boast  and  glory,  that  the  poor  were  plenti- 
fliDy  supplied  with  provisions  from  thdr  bounty; 

The  north  walk  contained  the  ehief  entrance- into 

the  re/aaory  of  tile  convent  (under  a  rich  semicircular 

arch) ;  and  at  the  east  end  was  a  doorway  leading  to  the 

cnlinary  offices,  and  to  the  stair-case  of  the  dormitory. 

Along  the  greater  put  of  the  north  side  ranged  the  refee^ 

tory^,  a  noble  apartment,  ninety-eight  feet  in  length,  and 

tbui^HKmr  wide^  wMb  a  roof  of  oak  resting  on  bracketsi^ 
VOL.  II.    a 
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whicli  was  removed  about  1804.  In  the  south-east  aDglf, 
in  the  part  where  a  space  is  left  h^  a  deficieDcy  of  win- 
dows ou  this  Bide,  is  a  flight  of  steps  within  the  wall, 
leading  to  an  Oratory,  of  which  the  following  is  asketch  : 


The  refectory  of  the  monastery,  on  the  establishment 
of  the  see,  was  founded  and  endowed  by  Henry  VIII.  and 
has  ever  since  been  used  as  a  free  grammar  school,  under 
the  name  of  the  King's  School.  In  the  soutli-wcst  corner 
of  this  room,  is  a  curious  stone  pulpit,  the  original  use  of 
which  is  not  easy  to  conjecture,  unless  it  was  designed 
for  the  reading  of  lectures,  or  as  a  station  from  which  to 
entertain  the  monks  with  music  during  their  feasts ;  it  is 
highly  finished  in  the  gothic  Btyte,  and  is  deserving  of 
close  attention. 

In  the  centre  of  ihe  area,  anciently  called  the  Sprke, 
but  more  recently  the  Preese,  where  a  grass-plat  is  now 
formed,  there  was  an  old  cistern,  of  which  the  cavity  still 
remains,  into  which  water  was  brought  by  pipes  fr^m 
Christleton  for  the  use  of  the  monks.  [See  vol.  i.  p.  431.] 
fiy  the  accumulation  of  stones  and  dirt  for  generations, 
the  ground  within  this  area  had  risen  nearly  to  the  bottom 
of  the  stone  window  frames,  when  in  1827,  the  earth  was 
sunk  three  or  four  feet  deep,  and  the  rubbish  removed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  late  Dean  Copleston,  whose 
zealous  and  disinterested  services  in  improving  the  cathe- 
dral and  parish  church  I  shall  again  have  occasion  to 
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record.  The  windows  of  the  cloisters  were  originally 
glazed^  but  the  glass  has  long  since  disappeared^  and  even 
its  beautiful  frames  and  slender  muUions  are  fast  falling, 
unregarded,  to  decay  and  dilapidation. 

That  beautiful  edifice,  the  chapter-house,  stands  in 
the  walk  of  the.  east  cloister,  and  is  divided  into  two  apart- 
ments, the  first  of  which,  the  vestibule  (thirty  feet  four 
inches  by  twenty-seven  feet  four,  and  twelve  feet  high), 
has  an  arched  roof  supported  by  four  columns,  each  sur- 
rounded with  eight  slender  pilasters  without  capitals, 
which  converge  near  the  top  of  the  column,  and  spread 
over  the  roof.  Along  the  left  side  is  a  stone  seat  for  the 
attendants  on  the  business  of  the  chapter.  The  inner 
apartment,  or  chapter-room,  is  fifty  feet  long,  twenty- 
six  feet  broad,  and  thirty-five  feet  high.  All  the  windows 
are  in  the  lancet  style ;  that  at  the  east  end  consists  of 
five  lights,  and  a  similar  one  is  over  the  western  entrance. 
An  ambulatory  goes  round  three  sides  of  the  room,  and 
where  it  passes  the  windows  is  carried  between  the  mul- 
lions,  and  a  corresponding  series  of  light  shafts  connected 
with  them,  which  terminate  in  foliated  capitals,  and 
support  the  mouldings  of  the  lancet  arches  above.  Not- 
withstanding tlie  soft  nature  of  the  stone,  the  carvings 
are  beautifully  fresh. 

The  entrances  both  from  the  cloisters  and  between 
the  vestibule  and  the  chapter-house,  are  gothic ;  but  ap- 
parently of  a  later  species  of  architecture  than  either  of 
those  rooms.  The  windows  on  each  side  the  door  of  the 
outward  entrance,  were  till  lately  of  modern  construction, 
and  but  ill  accorded  with  the  antiquity  of  the  building. 
But  it  is  a  subject  of  gratulation,  that  during  the  year 
1829  they  were  taken  down  to  make  way  for  others  more 
suitable.  Inside  the  old  arch  are  two  upright  columns, 
with  caps,  above  which  are  muUions,  terminating  at  a 
point  at  the  top,  the  insterstices  filled  with  diamond- 
formed  glazing.  In  the  chapter-house  is  an  excellent 
library,  belonging  to  the  chapter,  in  which  are  many 
scarce  MSS.  carefully  preserved* 

Pennant  fixes  the  foundation  of  the  chapter-house  in 
the  time  A^f  Randal  the^rst,  earl  of  Chester,  who  died  in 
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1 12^  after  eojoyiog  his  earldom  eight  yean.  The  grsat 
earl;  Hugh  Lupus^  ancle  to  Randal,  had  been  interred  in  the 
church-yard  of  the  abbey ;  the  first  care  of  the  nephew  was 
to  remove  the  body  into  this  building,  as  the  most  honour- 
able place— a  respect  which  would  certainly  have  been 
paid  to  it,  had  this  edifice  existed  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Mr.  Ormerod  seems  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  this  con* 
jecture,  as  to  the  period  of  its  erection :  he  observes, 
that  Mr.  Pennant  is  most  probably  rights  in  supposing 
that  the  same  respect  would  have  been  paid  to  the  re« 
mains  of  earl  Hugh,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  if  a  chapter- 
house had  then  existed;  but  adds,  that  this  argument 
merely  tends  to  prove  that  a  chapter-house  was  built  by 
Randal  Mischines,  but  as  far  as  can  be  inferred  from  the 
architecture,  it  may  be  reasonably  doubted  whether  any 
part  of  the  present  chapter-house  was  erected  long  before 
the  extinction  of  the  local  earldom.  Admitting,  however, 
the  later  period  to  be  the  correct  one,  this  beautiful 
building  was  raised  early  in  the  thirteenth  century,  a 
distance  from  the  present  time  of  at  least  six  hundred 
years. 

In  one  of  the  wooden  presses  kept  in  the  chapter- 
house, is  preserved  the  head-part  of  a  stone  coffin,  found 
here  in  1724,  by  Mr.  Henchman,  a  school-master :  the 
coffin  inclosed  a  body  completely  wrapped  in  gilt  leather, 
the  skull  and  bones  of  which,  it  is  said,  were  quite  fresh, 
and  the  strings  which  fastened  together  the  ancles  entire. 
Immediately  over  the  breast  was  a  very  singular  covering, 
or  shroud,  made  of  paper  nicely  platted,  so  as  to  form 
most  elegant  little  squares  of  black  and  white ;  a  wolf's 
head  is  also  cut  on  the  coffin.  From  the  latter  fact,  it 
has  generally  been  taken  for  granted,  that  these  remains 
were  those  of  the  great  Lupus,  our  first  local  monarctr; 
and  in  this  conclusion  our  antiquary  Pennant  seems  to 
concur.  But  notwithstanding  this  authority,  aided  by  the 
popular  sentiment,  there  is  very  good  reason  to  doubt 
its  correctness ;  for  although  it  be  true,  that  the  wolfs 
head  erased  is  clearly  discernible  upon  the  stone,  indica- 
tive of  the  insignia  of  LupuS)  yet,  as  the  Lysoas  observe, 
^  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  it  to  have  been  oo-evd 
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with  him ;"  besides^  as  the  same  writers  say,  armorial 
devices  do  not  appear  to  have  been  introduced  on  works 
of  art  before  Richard  I.  who  commenced  his  reign  nearly 
a  century  after  Lupus's  death,  nor  on  sepulchral  monu- 
ments  till  the  thirteenth  century.  In  negating  the  popu- 
lar opinion,  it  may  likewise  be  urged,  that  under  the 
wolfs  head,  the  stone  bears,  in  a  cypher,  the  initials  of 
R.  S.  which  can  have  no  conceivable  application  to  our 
Norman  monarch.  Those  writers  who  admit  the  validity 
of  this  reasoning,  have  had  recourse  to  our  old  annals,  in 
search  of  distinguished  individuals  to  whom  these  initials 
are  applicable.  Thus,  the  Magna  Britannia  suggests, 
that  they  designate  those  of  Rd.  Seynesbury,  who  was 
elected  abbot  in  1349,  and  what  is  now  conjectured  to  be 
part  of  a  coffin,  is  in  fact  the  relic  of  some  monument 
executed  in  his  time,  previous  to  his  death  in  1363,  and 
burial  in  Lombardy.  This  individual^  during  his  abbacy, 
was  distinguished  for  nothing  but  his  profligacy  and  delin- 
quency, for  which  he  was  ultimately  ^ected  by  the  pope.* 
The  assumption,  therefore,  of  this  being  the  work  of 
Seynesbury,  in  connection  with  the  vague  conjecture  of 
the  ^  coffin  being  a  relic  of  some  monument,"  carries 
with  it  but  a  very  remote  probability^  There  is  much 
more  likelihood,  that  this  relic  designated  the  place  of 
sepulture  of  abbot  Simon  Ripley^  with  whose  name  the 
initials  are  in  perfect  accordance.  The  name  of  this 
abbot,  who  occupied  his  station  from  the  year  1486  to 
1492^  is  associated  with  magnificent  improvements  in 
almost  every  portion  of  the  abbey,  and  he  might  therefore 
justly  be  thought  worthy  of  honourable  interment  in  the 
chapter-house.  In  support  of  this  hypothesis,  Mr.  Orme- 
rod  observes,  ^'  the  initials  are  clearly  S.  R.  and  the  wolfs 
head  corresponds  in  style  of  carving  with  a  similar  one 
introduced  by  Simon  Ripley  on  the  tower  of  Saighton 
manor-house,t*' 

*  £M<aii  aceountoftfau  Abbot,  voL  L  p.  29341. 

•f-  A'  comiteaUa  portiaii  df  the  inuKir.houie,  now  called  8€tighttm4iMt 
iitt  «tiil%  Md  nJildliiUig it8 irtiyiky,  is  in  aa-csc^lHit  ttateef  pitM>Ti« 
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Tlie  fullowiiig  sktstclies  -will  convey  sonic  tolerable 
notion  of  the  stone  itnd  stiroud,  as  they  appeared  when 
discovered : — 


THE  STONE. 

Am,  particuUl'l]'  the  great  mtrattt,  where  the  ilide  for  tha  ancient  port- 
euUice  itill  remains  entire.  It  »«  buUt  bj  Abbot  Biplej,  in  ihe  Bftemth 
eeiHury  ;  it  ia  castellated  j  the  oulet  arch  pointed.  On  the  we»t  side  ii  a 
fine  lofty  iquare  lower,  leaded  at  the  top,  ascended  by  a  nairow  spiral  stair, 
case,  which,  howcTer,  ia  much  worn  i  near  to  the  lower  is  a  projecting 
window,  and  undemeath  a  wolf's  besd  erased;  and  immedlateljr  above,  i*  a 
flgnce  of  the  virgin  and  child,  under  a  beautiful  canopj.  Aiier  the  reforma- 
tion, and  the  disputes  relative  to  the  landa  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  the 
'manor  wa*  poaaeued  for  a  great  nnmber  of  years  bjt  the  Calvdeji,  and  during 
(be  protectorate  it  was  aold  under  the  sequestration  act,  to  Charles  Wallejr, 
innkeeper  of  Cheater,  wboae  grandson  John  dying  without  issue,  it  was  pur- 
chased of  his  widow  in  1755,  by  Foster  Cunliffe,  Esq.  grandfaiber  of  the 
pre«nt  Sir  Foster  CunUffe,  of  Atton,  whose  property  It  now  is.  The  old 
wanalon  hat  long  been  eoDverted  lota  a  good  farm-house,  which,  with  a 
auitable  potion  of  land,  hu  for  many  year*  been  occupied  by  Mr.  Peter 
Button.  As  an  object  of  curiosity  to  the  antiquaiy,  particularly  the  ancieol 
tower,  and  the  sculptured  devices  on  ita  walls,  this  old  manor-house  attract* 
vny  general  notiee  ;  while  the  fine  and  eilensiTO  view  which  it  command* 
of  the  Bummnding  country,  procures  for  it  not  onfrequent  visits  6om  the 
nobility  and  gentry.  Mr.  Ormemd  notices  a  tract  in  the  British  Museum, 
tatltled,  "Utter  of  a  sad  Tragedy  by  Prinoe  Griffin,  at  Soyton,  neere 
ChMer,  and  hla  anw*!  attempt*  agtUnat  the  I^y  OaoSey,  axd  the  tdoedi 
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PART  OF  THE  SHBOUD. 


Other  coffins  and  fragments  of  mortality  were  disco- 
vered beneath  the  two  rooms  of  the  ch3pter>house,  of 
earls,  their  countesses,  or  of  abbots;  but  the  great  level- 
ler, death,  had  reduced  them  to  indistinguishable  dust. 

The  earls  who  were  interred  here,  ivere  Hugh,  who 
died  in  1101 }  Randal  the  first,  or  de  Mescliines, in  II28; 
Randal  the  second,  or  de  Gernouns,  who  was  poisoned 
in  1155,  by  William  Peverel ;  Hugh  Cyvelioc,  who  died 
at  Leek  in  1181;  Randal  the  third,  orde  Blundeville, 
who  died  at  Wallingford  in  1233,  where  his  bowels  were 
interred;  his  heart  was  buried  at  the  abbey  of  Dieulacres 
in  Staffordshire,  and  his  body  transported  to  Chester : 
finally,  John  Scot,  who,  in  1237,  uudenvent  the  same 
fate  as  Randal  the  second.  So  that  every  eai'l  of  the 
Norman  line  was  deposited  here,  excepting  Richard,  who 
perished  by  shipwreck  in  1 120.  Of  the  abbots,  Geofry, 
who  died  in  1208,  and  six  others,  were  burled  in  the 
cbapter-honse,  or  its  vestibule. 

On  quitting  this  beautiful  office,  we  turn  to  the  right, 
and  proceeding  through  a  vaulted  passage,  called  the 
Maiden  aisle,  we  gain  the  site  of  the  once  extensive 
kitchens,  cellars,  &c.  belonging  to  the  monastery,  but 
which  have  all  been  swept  away  to  make  room  for  mo- 
dern alterations.  Above  these  may  still  be  seen  the 
remnants  of  the  ancient  dormitory ;  here  also  is  a  view 
(^  the  outside  of  the  chapter-house;  and  those  who  hav* 
witnessed  its  inward  excellence,  will  lament  the  pro- 
gress of  decay  obviously  discernible  in  its  outward 
appearance. 
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Having  taken  a  general  view  of  the  history  of  this 
ancient  structure,  at  considerable  length,  and  incorpo- 
rated some  incidents  which  may  not  be  thought  altogether 
unworthy  of  notice,  my  task  may  still  be  thought  incom- 
plete, without  noticing  the  memorials  of  the  dead  which 
it  contains.  I  must;,  premise,  however,  that  my  proposed 
limits  will  not  allow  entering  into  a  lengthened  detail, 
or  quoting  at  large  those  effusions  of  affection  or  friend- 
ship, which  generally  adorn  the  tombs  of  departed  mor- 
tality. There  are  a  few,  however,  which  may  claini  a 
more  especial  regard ;  but  still  the  list  must  be  considered 
rather  select  than  general ;  the  epitaph  form  of  breaking 
the  inscriptions  into  distinct  lines  is  dispensed  with,  in 
order  to  avoid  unnecessary  extension. 


MaNTJMENTS,  INSCRIFnONS,  &c.  IN  THE 
CATHEDRAL  OF  CHESTER. 

William  NiehoUs,  of  Chcnrlton,  Baq.  F.S.A.  and  deputy  regifltrar*  died 
Aug.  19,  1809,  aged  49. 

An  elegant  pyramidal  marble  monument,  by  NoHekens,  the  upper  pait 
npfeseoting  n  temde  figure  leaning  on  a  todc,  bdow  which  is  a  \n6kat  an- 
chor, with  armorial  bearings  ;  inscribed,  ^<  Anna  Helena  Matthews,  daughter 
of  Peter  Legh,  Esq.  of  Boodu,  in  this  county,  and  Anne  his  wife,  died  Not. 
▼III.  XDCCXcxu.  In  memory  of  her  amiable  disposition,  her  liberality  of 
mind,  and  ooojngal  aflfaetfon,  her  husband^  John  Matdiewa,  captain  in  the 
myal  nary,  has  erected  diit  monument." 

A  pyramidal  marble  monument,  by  Nollekens ;  oyer  the  inscription  a 
boy  weeping  over  an  urn,  inscribed,  <*  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Samuel 
Peploe,  LL.D.  dianceUor  of  the  diocoe  of  Chester,  and  warden  of  the  oolle. 
gii^  church  in  Manchester.    He  died  Oct  22, 1721,  aged  82  yeanb" 

A  monument  to  the  late  Dean  Smith,  D.D.  in  white  marble,  executed 
by  Banks,  representing  a  weeping  figure,  sitting  by  the  side  of  an  urn,  in- 
scribed. Blessed  are  they  that  mourn :  at  her  left  hand  lie  three  volumes, 
kttered  Longinus,  Thucydides,  and  Xenophon,  orer  which  is  laid  an  inverted 
academical  cap.* 

Against  the  same  pillar  is  the  following  inscription  on  a  neat  tablet,, 
ornamented  irith  a  bust  of  Arch.  Travis— '^  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the 
Bev.  George  Travis,  M.  A.  late  archdeacom  of  Chester,  and  vicar  of  Bastham, 
m  this  county,  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  xxir,  mbccxcvii.    He  was  a 

*  For^tlwiiMciHiilMrmtMi  nMramfliot.  •te'velH.  p«  s». 
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man  of  extensive  learning,  active  mind,  and  generous  heart,  which  were 
assiduously  exerted  in  the  service  of  religion,  his  country,  and  his  neighbour  ; 
his  loss  will  be  long  regretted,  and  his  virtues  ever  revered.  Reader  !  this 
eulogy  is  no  flattery,  but  the  sincere  testimony  of  a  surviving  fricibd." 

The  monument  of  Mrs.  Barbara  Dod ;  a  bust  (a  very  indegant  one)  is 
fixed  over  the  inscription.  Under  it  the  arms  of  Dod  and  Morgill,  quarterly 
w  To  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Barbara  Dod,  who  devised  her  estate  in  Bough- 
ton  and  Childer  Thornton,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  to  the  minor  canons  of 
this  cathedraL  She  was  daughter  of  Randal  Dod,  of  Edge,  in  the  same 
county,  Esq.  by  Barbara  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Morgill, 
of  Gray's  Inn,  Esq.  She  died  in  London,  July  the  15th,  A.D.  1703,  and 
was  interred  the  26th,  at  St  Martm's  church  in  the  Fields ;  and  for  the  per- 
petuation of  the  memory  of  such  a  benefactrix,  the  present  minor  canons, 
J.D.  B.T.  T.L.  J.S.  have  with  gratitude,  m  honour  to  her  name,  erected 
this  monument,  an.  dom.  mdccxxiii." 

In  the  north  aisle  is  a  large  mural  monument,  decorated  with  military 

trophies,  and  inscribed  as  follows : ^^  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Captain  John 

Phillips  Buchannan,  of  the  16th,  or  queen's  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  who 
in  the  glorious  and  decisive  battle  of  Watkrloo,  on  the  18th  day  of  June, 
1815,  was  killed  by  a  musket  shot  hi  the  hour  of  victory,  m  the  37th  year  of 
his  age.  Accomplished  in  all  the  qualities  which  distinguish  the  soldier,  or 
adorn  the  gentleman  ;  his  courage,  his  zeal,  and  devotion  to  his  profession, 
whilst  actively  and  unceasingly  engaged  in  the  memorable  campaigns  in 
Portugal,  m  Spain,  and  m  France,  acquired  hhn  the  friendship,  the  confidence 
and  just  admiration  of  his  brother  officers.  In  the  more  retired  scenes  of 
private  life,  he  was  no  less  exemplary,  superior  to  every  mean  and  selfish 
consideration;  he  was  uniformly  liberal,  affectionate,  and  unassuming ;  and 
whilst  his  higenuous  disposition  and  unaffected  manners  secured  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  aU,  the  loss  which  his  family  and  friends  have  sustamed  by  his 
glorious  but  untimely  death,  can  never  be  contemplated  without  emotions  of 
deep  and  sincere  r^et.  His  aflfticted  mother,  and  only  surviving  parent,  has 
caused  this  monument  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  and  vurtues  of  a  beloved 
and  lamented  son." 

Over  the  steps  leading  to  the  great  western  entrance,  is  a  beautiful  marble 
monument,  executed  by  T.  Gibson,  of  Liverpool,  insaibed  i— "  Died  in  the 
cantonment  of  Moulmein,  in  the  Burman  empire,  on  the  2nd  of  February, 
1829,  Major  Thomas  Hilton,  late  hi  command  of  the  45th  regunent 
of  foot,  aged  40 ;  after  a  service  of  24  years  in  his  Majesty's  army,  and  20 
of  that  period  in  the  46th,  in  which  he  served  with  the  highest  honour  to 
himself,  and  credit  to  his  corps,  sharmg  with  it  in  the  greater  number  of  the 
many  distinguished  laurels  acquhed  by  that  regiment  during  the  penhisular 
war.  As  the  last  tribute  of  respect  and  esteem,  for  the  soldier-like  and  many 
amiable  qualities  that  distinguished  him  as  a  commanding  officer  and  friend  ; 
this  monument  is  erected  by  Lieut.-Col.  VigOHEUX,  C.B.  and  the  Officeis 
of  the  46th  regiment."  Two  banners  wave  below  the  above  inscription,  and 
the  following  places,  illustrative  of  the  battles  Major  Hilton  had  been  en- 
gaged in,  also  appear  : — "  Roleia^  Talavera,  Fuentes  d'Onor,  Cuidad, 
Badajos,  Vittoria,  Nivelle,  Toulouse,  Vimiera,  Busaco,  Rodrigo,  Salamanca, 
Pyrenees,  Grilles,  Peninsula,  Ava." 

On  the  same  side  of  the  entrance,  a  large  monument,  ornamented  with 
twisted  pillars,  weeping  figures,  and  foliage  in  a  bad  taste,  but  much  la- 
boured, inscribed  :-.«( To  the  perpetual  memory  of  the  eminently  loyal  Sir 
VOL.  II,      H 
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William  Maikwabikg,  Esq.  eldest  son  of  Edmund  Munwating,  Esq. 
chancellor  of  the  county  palatine  of  Chester,  of  the  ancient  family  of  the 
Mainwarings,  of  Peover,  in  this  county.  He  died  in  the  aenrioe  of  his  prince 
and  country,  in  the  defence  of  the  city  of  Chester,  wherein  he  merited  singular 
honour  for  his  fidelity,  courage,  and  conduct.  He  left  by  Hester  his  lady 
(daughter  and  heiress  unto  Christopher  Wase,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  Esq.) 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  eldest  daughter  Judith,  married  unto  Sir 
John  Busby,  of  Addington,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  Kt  His  youngest 
daughter  Hester  unto  Sir  Thomas  Grobbham  How,  of  Kempley,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  Rt.  He  died  honourably,  but  immatuxely,  in  the 
twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  Oct  9,  1644.  His  lady  relict  erected  this  mo- 
nument of  her  everlasting  love,  and  his  never-dyicg  honour,  Oct  25,  1671." 

On  the  south  side  of  the  nave,  a  very  neat  marble  tablet,  executed  by 
Bacon,  with  this  inscription  :— "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Augusta,  the 
pious  and  tender  wife  of  the  Rev.  James  Slade,  M.A.  prebendary  of  this 
cathedral,  and  the  beloved  daughter  of  Geo.  H.  Law,  Lord  Bishop  of  the 
diocese.  Patient  under  much  bodily  suffering,  exemplary  in  the  dischaige  of 
all  the  duties  of  life,  she  shewed  both  in  her  faith  and  practice,  what  it  is  to 
be  a  christian.  Her  mournful  relations,  deeply  as  they  deplore  their  loss, 
yet  grieve  not  as  those  without  hope ;  but  humbly  trusting  in  the  mercies  of 
God  through  Jesus  Christ,  they  look  beyond  the  grave  to  their  reward  in 
heaven.  Bom  November  15tfa,  1788 ;  deceased  May  5th,  1822.--.Pater 
Moetins  Posuit. 

An  elegant  marble  monument  on  the  west  end  of  the  nave,  inscribed  :— 
''Here  lie  the  remains  of  William  Wallet,  Esq.  late  obtain  in  the 
23rd  regiment  of  foot,  or  royal  Welsh  fusileers,  who  departed  this  life  at 
Birkenhead,  in  this  county,  on  the  28th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1827,  aged  44  years.  The  military  career  of  this  gallant  officer  (which  com* 
menced  at  the  capture  of  Copenhagen,  and  after  being  extended  throughout 
the  peninsular  war,  terminated  gloriously  at  Waterloo,  and  the  consequent 
capitulation  of  Paris)  was  distinguished  by  the  union  of  many  of  the  best 
qualities  which  at  once  characterize  and  ennoble  the  genuine  British  soldier. 
To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  valour  as  an  officer,  and  of  his  sterling 
merit  as  a  man,  this  monument  has  been  erected  by  his  affectionate  sisters.** 

In  the  north  aisle  of  the  nave,  a  neat  marble  tablet,  executed  by  Blr.  J. 

Wright,  with  this  inscription  :— <'  To  the  revoed  memory  of  Margaret,  the 

wife  o(  the  Rev.  John  Halton,   who  died  August  5th,  1824;  this  tablet  is 

erected  by  her  affectionate  and  grateful  sister.  Frances  Taylor.    The  righteous 

is  delivered  out  of  trouble.    Prov.  xi.  8.**    This  inscription  is  surmounted  by 

a  pretty  circular  device,  inclosing  this  passage  of  holy  writ,  ^'  Thy  will  be 

done." 

In  the  same  aisle,  and  nearer  to  the  east  door  of  the  cloisters,  is  a  hand- 
some tablet,  inscribed :— ''  To  the  memory  of  Lieutenant    Lawrence 

William  Halsted,  of  the  87th,  or  Royal  Irish  Fusileers,  who  died  in 

Chester  castle,  March  14th,  1829,  aged  28  years.*  This  monument  is  erected 

in  testimony  of  their  respect  and  esteem,  by  his  brother  officers.** 

*  This  young  gentlcinan*«  death  was  occasioned  by  a  fall  from  the  officers*  barracks 
in  the  upper  ward  of  the  castle.  He  had  dined  with  the  mess  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the 
couiiie  of  the  evening  fell  through  the  window  into  the  field  below,  a  height  of  above  six- 
teen yards.  On  taking  him  up,  he  was  totally  insensible,  and  much  bruized  ;  the  lower 
vertibrse  of  his  back  was  dislocated  and  fractured,  wbirh  paralyzed  the  lower  extremillest 
and  brought  on  a  mortiflcation.  He  lingered  in  great  pain  for  six  or  seven  days»  and  then 
terminated  hi&  earthly  existence. 
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The  north  tnnup  I  is  graced  wiih  a  beautiful  Ccnaupb  or  the  Ute  woiihj 
Sii  John  Oset  EsEaTOH,  Bul  of  Oulion  PuL,  in  this  caunl;,  wliich 
it  tta£  more  deserrlng  nalice,  rrom  the  circuaistuici;  of  iu  having  been  erected 
bf  thv  voluQlii;  Bod  spoatuieouB  liberalilj'  of  the  citizens  of  Cheater,  by 
wham  he  wm  bigUy  egieemed.  Hii  remains  sere  interred  in  tlie  family 
vault  u  Uudvarth,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1S25,  when  an  immense  concouTae 
of  people  from  the  auitoundiDg  country,  and  particularly  from  the  city  of 
Chester,  attended  to  pay  honour  to  hii  obseiiuies,  The  fallowing  ii  a  akelch 
~   of  the  monument,  with  the  in»cripIion  under  it :  — 


ncUl  Grand  Muie 

.    Born  Mill  Jvly,  \T6e,  ill ed  25t]i  May,  leal To  recoid  hii 

rndi,  Uuliatuclicd  le  bim  iilKn  lltiiw.and  duoli  IwiianllW 


ind  ipdtrendcnt  Ki 
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Of  aboat  twenty-eight  monuments  that  occupy  the  nave,  its  aisles,  and 
the  north  transept,  the  above  selection,  which  embraces  the  principal  ones, 
may  suffice. 

In  the  Choir  are  four  monuments  only,  namely,  those  of  Bishop  Strat- 
ford, who  died  1706-7;  Bishop  Peploe,  who  died  1752;  Dean  Ardeme, 
died  1691 ;  and  Archdeacon  Entwistle,  died  1707- 

NoBTH  Aisle  of  the  Choir. — On  a  plain  flag  stone  is  a  memorial 
of  a  laborious  Cheshire  antiquary,  the  Rev.  John  Stones,  AM.  who  was 
one  of  the  minor  canons  and  sacrist  of  the  cathedral,  and  rector  of  Coddington. 
On  the  stones  in  this  aisle  are  also  memorials  of  two  sons  of  Archdeacon 
Entwistle ;  and  of  the  Rev.  John  Prince,  minor  canon,  and  rector  of  Thurs- 
taston  ;  he  died  Nov.  30,  1795,  aged  73. 

South  Aisle. — Are  memorials  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ince,  A.M.  died 
April  6,  1766;  and  of  Susan  his  relict,  1767-  Charles  Henchman,  1780; 
and  of  his  wife,  son,  and  two  daughters.  Under  a  wide  arch  sunk  in  the 
south  wall,  which,  from  the  ornaments  attached  to  the  pillars  near  it,  appears 
part  of  the  original  building,  is  a  coiBn.4haped  stone  over  the  remains  of  some 
abbot,  with  a  cross  fleury  on  the  lid. 

Nearly  opposite  to  this,  is  the  altar  tomb  traditionally  ascribed  to  Henry, 
Emperor  of  Germany ;  but  more  probably  covering  the  remains  of  one  of  the 
later  abbots. 


MEMORIALS  IN  ST.  MARY'S  CHAPEL. 

In  the  north  aisle  are  three  memori^  of  the  Oastrdl  family,  on  large 
flag-stones,  two  of  which  are  inlaid  with  marble.  The  style  of  the  composi- 
tions is  tumid  and  bombastic  in  the  extreme ;  I  shall  here  introduce  only 
one  of  them,  which  will  amply  justify  this  remark,  and  a£fbrd  a  sufficient 
specimen  of  bad  taste : — "  Underneath  are  deposited  the  remains  of  Edward 
Peregrine  Gastrell,  Esq.  who  resigned  this  life  the  24th  of  February,  1772, 
aged  64.  Is  this  his  death-bed  ?  No  I  it  his  shrine.  Behold  him  rising  to 
an  angel ;  entering  the  harbour  like  a  gallant,  stately  vessel,  he  hoists  his 
flag  of  hope,  through  the  merits  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  riding  befbre  a 
stately  gale  of  atonement,  till  he  makes,  with  all  the  sail  of  an  assured  faith, 
the  happy  port  of  a  joyful  resurrection.  He  lived  in  the  fear  and  love  of 
God,  and  died  in  Christ.    Believe,  and  look  with  triumph  on  his  tomb." 

In  the  centre  aisle  are  memorials  to  the  memory  of  Lawrence  Fogg, 
prebendary  of  the  cathedral,  who  died  February  27, 1718,  aged  88 — ^William 
Fynmore,  archdeacon  and  prebend,  1686,  aged  63. — ^William  Case,  sub- 
deacon,  1634.— Rev.  £.  Mainwaring,  A.M.  prebend,  1780,  aged  71* — Rev. 
Abel  Ward,  A.M.  archdeacon,  1785,  aged  68.— James  Falconer,  Esq.  1738. 
—John  Leehe,  idderman,  1639.— Edward  Roberts,  deputy  registrar,  1754, 
aged  73. — Rev.  Thomas  Tonman,  1786,  aged  64.— John  Tonman,  Esq. 
1786,  aged  21.— Lieut -Gen.  Henry  Whitley,  colonel  of  the  9th  regiment, 
and  Maria  his  wife,  1771-— Peter  Hughes,  A.M.  rector  of  Caerwys,  Flint- 
shire, 1778.— William  Williams,  vicar  of  Godmanchester,  1782.— Thomas 

Hughes,  Esq.  Voynal,  Cardiganshire,  1807,  age^  66 Rev.  C.  Henchman, 

A.M.  1741— Charles  Henchman,  Esq.  1810,  aged  72. — Frances,  wife  of 
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George  Salnsbury  Townshend,  Esq.  l^^5.-^Qeotge  Salusbury  Townshend, 
Esq.  1801. — Maria  (jkorgiana,  daughter  of  Admiral  Bowen,  1810,  aged  18 
years. — ^Vl^ith  several  others  of  minor  importance. 

Other  memoriaU  recently  placed  in  St.  Marjf^i  C^p^Z.— Against  the 
north  pier  of  the  south  aisle,  is  a  handsome  monument  of  white  marble  :— 
*'  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Barbaba,  the  wife  of  Hugh  Robert 
Hughes,  Esq.  of  Bache-hall,  near  this  city,  and  daughter  of  John  Body- 
chan  Sparrow,  Esq.  of  Red-hill,  in  the  county  of  Anglesea.  She  died  very 
deeply  lamented,  on  the  31st  December,  1824,  in  the  38th  year  of  her  age. 
This  mourDful  tribute  to  her  cherished  memory  and  eminent  virtues,  was 
erected  by  her  affectionate  husband.'* 

On  the  west  side  of  the  north  aisle,  a  neat  marble  tablet,  with  the  fol- 
lowing inscription  : — ^^  Near  this  place  are  interred  the  mortal  remains  of 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Maddock,  M.A.  late  prebendary  of  thi«  cathedral,  rector  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  in  this  city,  and  Northenden,  in  this  county.  He  died  the 
12th  day  of  February,  1825,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fortieth  of 
his  ministry  in  this  city.  This  monument  was  raised  by  his  affectionate 
widow,  Emma  Anne,  and  sincerely  attached  sisters,  Margaret  and  Maxy 
Maddock.— ^And  now,  Loid,  what  is  my  hope  ?  TxiUy  my  hope  is  in  thee." 
Ps.  xzxiz.  8. 

On  the  floor,  the  north  side  of  the  communion,  a  stone,  inscribed, ''  Rev. 
E.  W.  Barnard,  Jan.  10,  1828,  aged  36  year8.^Emily  Barnard,  Jan.  6, 
1828,  aged  16  months— HaU !  and  Farewell !" 

In  the  wall  of  one  of  the  piers  on  the  west  side,  a  plain  slab,  with  this 
this  inscription  ;.»<'  Griffith  Rowlands,  Esq.  surgeon,  died  the  29th  of  March, 
1828,  m  the  66th  year  of  his  age.' 


»» 
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9arocf)taI  ^t£(torp. 


PARISH  AND  CHURCH  OF  ST.  OSWALD. 

This  parish  is  more  extensive  in  its  limits  than  any 
other  within  the  city ;  it  extends  into  the  county  palatine, 
and  comprehends  Idenshaw,  in  the  hundred  of  Edisbury ; 
Croughton  and  Crabwall,  in  Wirral  hundred ;  the  island 
of  Hilbree  at  the  ooouth  of  the  Dee,  and  Bache,  Wervin, 
and  Great  Boughton,  in  Broxton  hundred.  In  this  last 
hundred  it  has  also  the  dependant  chapelry  of  Bruera, 
consisting  of  the  townships  of  Church-en-Heath  (Chur- 
ton),  Saighton,  Huntington,  and  Lea-cum-Newbold. 

From  the  site  of  the  Benedictine  abbey  of  St.  Wer- 
burgh  being  situated  within  this  parish,  it  has  been  im- 
properly denominated  in  several  official  returns  the 
parish  of  St.  Werburgh.  After  the  introduction  of  regular 
monks  into  the  monastery  of  St.  Werburgh,  anciently 
dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity  and  St.  Oswald,  the  name 
of  this  patron  saint  was  retained  by  that  part  of  the  con- 
ventual church,  which  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish,  within  which  the  monastery 
was  placed.  This  part  probably  occupied  the  site  of  that 
transept  of  the  cathedral  which  forms  the  present  parish 
church. 

^  In  the  chartulary  of  St.  Werburgh  is  an  entrance  from 
Roger,  bishop  of  Coventry,  compelling  the  parishioners 
of  St.  Oswald's  parish  to  inclose  their  cemetery,  and  to 
repair  that  wing  of  the  nave  of  the  church  of  St.  Wer- 
burgh, adjoining  to  the  cemetery.  The  name  of  St. 
Oswald  does  not,  however,  appear  to  have  been  originally 
used  for  the  parish.  In  the  licence  of  appropriation  by 
William  Cornhull,  bishop  of  Coventry,  it  is  called  the 
parish  church  of  St.  Werburgh,  and  it  is  called  by  the 
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same  name  in  another  curious  document,  whereby  the 
abbot  compounds  to  pay  to  the  rector  of  Stoke  a  certain 
pension  in  consideration  of  receiving  in  right  of  his  parish 
church  of  St.  Werburgh,  and  his  chapel  of  Wervin,  the 
tithes  and  church  dues  of  Stoke,  and  retaining  the  right 
of  burying  within  the  cemetery  of  St.  Werburgh  the  bodies 
of  those  dead  in  Croughton,  Stoke,  Stanney,  Holme,  and 
half  of  Whitby.  An  abstract  of  the  licence  for  appro- 
priation, and  the  ordination  of  the  vicarage,  extracted 
from  the  chartulary  of  St.  Werburgh,  are  subjoined  in  a 
note.* 

In  an  architectural  point  of  view,  the  church  of  St. 
Oswald's  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  Cathedral,  of 
which  it  is  the  south  transept ;  but  is  a  parish  church  to 
all  civil  and  ecclesiastical  purposes.  This  transept  is 
said  to  have  stood  on  the  site  of  the  first  church  of  S/. 
Peter  and  St,  Paul,  which  was  afterwards  changed  to 
that  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  finally  to  the  name  it  now 
bears.  On  the  rebuilding  of  the  churchy  this  transept 
was  designedly  enlarged,  and  allotted  by  ttie  monks  to  the 

*  Ckarta  WtUH  EpH  de  Appropriatione  Viearup  S^cH  Oaoaldi  et  C<ig^eUarf 
de  Bruerd  et  Wyrvm.    HarU  MSS.  1965,  and  2103. 168. 

WiU'mns  Govent.  ep  His  totum  alleragium  p'ochialis  ecd'k  S^*e  Wer- 
bulge  com  ejus  peitiiieii.  et  capeOis  de  Bmers  et  Wirvin  et  earum  pertioeo. 
integK  et  pleoarie  in  proprioe  usua  monach.  Cest.  oonfimiavit^  salvo  quidem 
jure  mag.  Hugo,  de  S'c'o  Oswaldo,  quod  in  illo  alteragio  habuit,  qnamdia 
▼ixerit:  ita  quidem  quod  p*t  ejus  decessum  dVi  monaclii  per  aliquem  ab 
confiratribtts  suia,  patochianis  dVe  ecd'ie  divina  administrent. 

Oidinae'o  Sima  de  BalidisD  mp^  Vieaiia  S  Vi  Oawaldi. 

liioet  per  Alex,  quondam  Ootren.  ^pisoopom  taLMi  or^lnatmin,  quod 
yicar.  altar.  S'c*i  Qgwaldi  in  meaaa  abb*t*fl  honette  pen'm  et  annsatim  xls. 
p*cipiRt,  tamen  q'd  per  sedem  ap'licam  fait  statntttm  quod  facultatesecd'iar. 
vicar,  ordinari  debeant,  mag^  Symon  de  Baliden  offic.  Rogeri  Corent.  epM. 
ovdinavit,  quod  vicas.  dVi  altar,  com  portionibas  p*dViB  h'eat  in  pcrpetnvm 
ooam  bovatam  terre  in  villa  de  Bruera  cum  magno  gardino,  et  totum 
alteragium  cap^lle  d'c^e  ville,  salvia  Abb*i  et  conventui  mortuariis  et  ob- 
lac*onibu8  pro  mortuis  faciendis ;  et  q'd  h'eat  unam  mansam  in  P'aoneslone 
per  d'e*06  monadios  aesignat.  et  unam  lobam  humanam  de  secta  dHcorum  : 
et  d  Vv8  vicar.  dVe  capeUe  de  Bruera  per  unum  capdlanum  et  d*ieum  suis 
sumptibus  prout  decet  honeste  fadet  deserviri;  et  alium  capellaaum  sibi 
Bodam  soil  sumptibusin  eccl'i&S'e'e  Werburge,  qui  per  quatuor  dies  cujuslibet 
septiiiiaoe  in  altari  SVi  Osw^i,  et  per  tre8  dies  in  capeBa  de  Boughton 
miniatnbit.    DVus  vero  abbas  antlqaam  sustentabit  hospitalitatem. 
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neighbouring  inhabitants,  who  were  for  the  most  part 
servants  and  tenants  belonging  to  the  abbey.  It  does 
not  appear,  that  the  abbots  and  monks  felt  satisfied  in  a 
surrender  of  what  they  considered  a  portion  of  their  own 
precincts,  to  the  use  of  the  laity ;  and  therefore  attempted 
to  divert  their  attachpients  from  this  sacred  edifice,  by 
building  and  endowing  with  a  vicarage  another  structure, 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas, 
which  was  situated  a  little  to  the  south-west  of  the  Cathe- 
dral. The  inhabitants,  however,  disliking  their  accommo- 
dations, or  probably  jealous  of  the  usurpation  of  the 
monks,  made  some  efforts  to  be  restored  to  their  former 
church ;  and  by  a  composition  between  the  mayor  and 
Abbot  Ripley,  about  the  year  1488,  the  south  transept 
was  again  appropriated  to  their  use,  of  which  they  have 
retained  possession  ever  since.  The  chapel  of  St.  Nicho- 
las now  fell  into  disuse ;  and  was  subsequently  consigned 
to  secular  purposes.* 

Notwithstanding  that  the  parishioners  seem  to  have 
felt  themselves  secure  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of 
their  parish  church,  yet  a  century  after  the  dissolution  of 
the  monastery,  a  latent  wish  was  discoverable  in  the 
ecclesiastical  rulers  to  exclude  them  from  this  portion  of 
the  building.  Bishop  Bridgeman  attempted  to  remove 
the  preaching  of  sermons  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to 
the  nave  of  the  Cathedral.     For  this  purpose,  some 

*  Old  Wthb^  who  wrote  newly  200  yean  ago,  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  transmutation  of  this  building,  after  it  had  been  abandoned,  as 
a  place  for  divine  worship  :^<(  It  seems  that  the  chapel  of  8t.  Nicholas, 
serving  to  little  use,  the  dtiaens  purdiased  it  unto  themselves,  and  made 
thereof  a  two-fold  use  of  great  oonveniency ;  and  dividing  the  same  by  a  floor 
in  the  middle  (hereof,  the  lower  room  was  appointed  for  the  stowage  of  wool, 
com,  doth,  and  other  commodities,  to  be  vented  and  sold  by  foreigners  and 
strangers,  at  times  allowable  in  the  dty.  And  the  upper  room  for  a  stately 
senate-house,  for  the  assemblies,  elections,  courts  of  his  highness,  crownmote 
for  pleas  of  the  crown,  kept  there  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen, 
that  are  his  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  every  six  weeks,  and  for  the  port- 
mote  of  common  pleas  every  fortnight ;  and  for  the  court  of  record  for  the 
city,  called  the  Pentice  court,  hdd  before  the  sheriffs  thrice  a  week,  except 
sometimes  other  business  wiU  not  permit ;  and  the  county  court,  for  the  county 
of  the  city,  according  as  the  law  appoints.'' 
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preparalions  were  Blade;  a  pid|»U  was  jH'Qvlded,  and  it 
was  most  probaUy  iDtencted  to  place  pews  iii  the  broad 
aisle ;  but  the  parishioners  so  eQ^ctuaJyiy  r,e^ted  what 
they  deedared  an  inlringeittent  of  their  rights,  that  the 
scheme  was  abandoned.* 

Previous  to  the  year  1525,  there  were  no  seats  in 
diis  durch,  excepfwg  those  appropriated  to  the  maypr 
and  corporation.  An  old  author  who  wiot^  about  1^2, 
says,  ^*  In  this  parish  church  is  the  great  assembly  both 
ot'  the  mayor,  aldermen,  sherifs,  peers,  ^isifi  the  whole  cUy, 
to  bear  the  sermons  on  the  ]Lord*s-day»  and  other  fesrtivals, 
especially  in  the  forenoon,  being  indeed  the  most  spacious 
and  fit  place  for  that  occaaM>n*"    . 

Additional  accommodations  were  afterwards  made ; 
but  the  church  had  become  greatly  dilapidated  and  unfit 
for  divine  woi*ahip,  when  Bishop  JLaw  presided  in  the 
diocese.  That  prelate  therefore  directed  j^e  parishioners 
to  put  it  into  complete  repmr.  Accordingly  the  whole 
was  new  flagged  and  pewed ;  a  new  pulpit  and  reading 
desk  added ;  and  the  old  gallery,  which  was  at  the  west 
side,  taken  down,  and  a  new  one  erected  at  the  sputh  end ; 
the  walls  wj^e  cleaned,  and  the  whole,  as  fisu*  as  possible, 

*  In  notidog  this  subject,  the  attthor  of  Smg*s  ¥aU  Boyai  warmly 
eulo^xes  the  seal  and  piety  of  tl»  bdahop,  although  the  hity  fppeax  to  havp 
cutotained  jaj  diffcvvnt  Tiew0.-r-*'  Lately**  Xsays  he)  «« the  lower  end  of  th<5 
broad  ile  is  graced  with  the  beginning  of  such  a  monuinent  as  may,  to  our 
posterity,  be  of  more  fame  and  worth  than  all  the  rest  in  this  andent  fabridc, 
if  either  the  right  reverend  father,  Dr.  ^ohn  Bridgeman,  the  now>loidbi8ho|»9 
or  bis  mceesaon,  do  finiih  jiinit  ^reaohing  pla^  ^di  b^  loidahip  baUi 
ahrea^y  begmi,  wUh  the  election  Qf,a8  fair  a  pulpit  of  called  w^^ 
as  I  have  any  where  seen  ;  anidif  ever  it  be' accomplished  with  convenient 
pews,  and  proVisioi^s  for  the  auditors,  as  is  already  for  the  preachen,  it-ialttaB 
to  be  a  most  ttately  pfaoe  Jfor  4he  public  Mrmona  of .the-dty,  w4  an  piniva?^ 
tq  the  whiOe  ams*    Aod,  as  no  doubt  his  l^sdsbip  wf^JOojedtothis 
intendmcaot,  by  beholding  the  fireguenqy  and  fpcefX  coi^rrenoe  of  the  people 
to  the  public  sermons  here,  and  how  they  are  straightened  in  the  churches  in 
our  great  assemblies ;  so  that  after-ages  shaH  have  cause  to  praise^the  ^q4 
of  heavm  ibr  his  loadship^a  godly  caie,  who  s^en^t)  ,to  pf  powif^ed  sucfi 
^goo^y  apac^ms  bnHdi^i^  of  our  fioacefothers  should  not  serve  onlv  for  i^e 
walks  ibr  our  feet^  and  gating  objects  for  our  eyes,  but  for  the  service  of  the 
gieat  King  of  heaVen  'and  earth,  to  whom  all  plates  of  decency  and  oouw^" 
ency  ahoiild,  by  aU  mtehs,  be  amployod  or  4idiga|Qi  in  lOpe  ,dW9t.^ 
anther.*' 
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renewed,  so  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  neatest  churches  in 
the  city.  This  improvement  is  commemorated  by  the  fol- 
lowing inscriptions  on  two  tablets ;  the  first  placed  in  the 
front  of  the  gallery :— >^'  This  church  was  repaired  and  beau- 
tified, and  the  gallery  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  parish, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1826.  Joseph  Eaton,  M.A.  F.S.A. 
Vicar ;  Jam  Smith,  Jacob  Lilly  Podmore,  Churchwar- 
dens; John  Lancaster,  Samuel  Crabtree,  Overseers; 
William  Cole,  architect."— The  other,  placed  on  the  west 
aisle  of  the  church,  has  this  inscription :  '^  The  accom- 
modation in  this  church  was  enlarged  in  the  year  1826, 
by  which  means  322  additional  sittings  .were  obtained, 
and  in  consequence  of  a  grant  from  the  society  for  pro- 
moting the  enlargement  and  building  of  churches  and 
chapels,  302  of  that  number  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
free,  and  unappropriated  for  ever,  and  are  in  addition  to 
18,  formerly  provided.  Joseph  Eaton,  M. A.  F.S.A.  Vicar. 
James  Smith,  Jacob  Lilly  Podmore,  Churchwardens." 

To  these  improvements,  several  others  were  added 
by  the  munificence  of  dean  Copleston.  Hitherto  the 
screen  which  divided  the  parish  church  from  the  side 
aisles  of  the  nave  and  choir  was  comparatively  low ;  but 
this  he  raised  to  the  roof;  a  handsome  throne  for  the 
bishop  was  also  placed  against  this  screen  inside  the 
church,  on  each  side  of  which  is  an  elevated  seat,  one  for 
the  dean,  and  the  other  for  the  precentor.  Under  the 
superintendence  of  Dr.  Copleston  also,  the  ground  within 
the  cloisters,  and  the  church-yard  was  lowered  to  its  level, 
and  a  trench  dug  round  the  building  from  south  to  north, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  interior  from  dampness.  Other 
material  improvements  owe  their  origin  to  this  truly 
zealous  and  learned  divine,  and  he  was  projecting  more, 
when  he  was  elevated  to  the  see  of  Llanda0^  in  1827.  A 
memorial  of  his  distinguished  services  is  preserved  in  a 
handsome  tablet,  fixed  immediately  over  the  bishop's 
throne  in  the  church,  which  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :-«^^  This  tablet  is  raised  by  the  parishioners  of  St. 
Oswald's,  to  express  their  sense  of  the  munificence  of  the 
Right  Rev.  Edward  Copleston,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of 
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Llandaff,  late  Dean  of  Chesta*,  who  erected  this  screen 
at  his  own  expense.    It  was  completed  A.D.  1828." 

On  account  of  the  cathedral  service  occupying  the 
usual  canonical  hours  in  the  forenoon,  the  morning  ser- 
vice in  this  church  commences  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  an  arrangement  rendered  necessary  by  its 
contiguity  to  the  choir. 

1  he  vicar  is  presented  by  the  dean  and  chapter.  He 
has  the  tithes  of  Church-en-Heath,  a  part  of  all  the  tithes 
of  Saighton,  and  the  hamlet  of  Newbold,  and  a  compo- 
sition of  5/«  from  Lea.  Huntington  and  part  of  Saighton 
are  tithe  free. .  The  tithes  of  the  other  townships  are  held 
under  the  dean  and  chapter  by  various  impropriators. 

The  registers  commence  in  1580  for  the  parish 
church,  and  those  of  the  cathedral  in  1687* 

According  to  the  census  of  1821,  the  population  of 
the  parish  was  4,334;  and  in  the  cathedral  precincts,  ^0* 


VICARS  OF  ST.  WERBURGH. 

Prnented.             Viears.                    Patrom.                    Vacaney* 
1216.  Mag'r  Hugo  de  S*i^o  Ofiwaldo. 

1310.  D*nu8  Johaimeft d«  Faches  Abbas Cestr •••• 

1864.  Hugh-de  eoton «  Abbas  Cestr. • 

1404.  'D'omWiUfelmiiaeickdcyii  Abbas  Cestr. •^ 

Robertas  Drakelow • 

1411.  Johannes  Torbock... ;.•...  Abbas  Cestr. P.  m.  Rob.  Drakdow. 

Johannes  Barrow  ••..... . 

1469.  Johamies  Tomlinson......  Ab.  S.  Werb.  ....P.m.  JphnBanow. 

1473.  Johannes  Rochbottom  ....  Ab.  S.  Werb.  ..  ..P.  m.  Jo.  Tomlinson. 

1492.  Henricus Revnfoid    ......  Ab.  S.  Werb 

1540.  Richard  Da^s 

Richard  Burgess « ..••..... 

1574.  William  Gowper    Dean  and  Chapter.  Death  Rd.  Buigeas. 

1680.  Martin  Rawney Ditta Death  W.  Cowper. 

1581.  John  WUtope    Ditto Depriv.  Mar.  Rawney. 

1599.  Rowkad  TMckncsse Ditto Death  John  WhitoP^ 

1626.  William  Case. Ditto 

1642.  John  OUodole  Ditto 

1672.  Lawrence Fogge* ••••  Ditto  ••... ••••• *** 

1099.  Arthur  togge Ditto Res.  Law.  Fogge. 

1739.  Richard  JacVson....^ Ditto Death  Arihui Fogge. 

1761.  Chiffka  HcDchmaa ;  Ditto .Rea.  Rich.  Jackson. 
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1783^  TiMlkrtas'BTOAdhttm  .;«...  i)teto Ubitk Ch.  EenchnaH. 

1803.  Thomas  Mawdesley Ditto Death  Th.  Broadhurtt 

1819.  Joseph  Eaton Ditto Resigned. 

1827.  Waiiam  HairiMn Ditto 


MONUMENTS  IN  ST.  OSWALD'§  CHURCH. 

Of  all  the  monuments  noticed  by  Webh,  as  decorating  this  cbuvch  in 
bis  time,  there  are  now  only  ihree  remaining,  namely,  tliose  of  Sir  ITilliam 
Gerard,  Thomas  Green,  and  the  brass  Ibr  Fotdk  Aldersey. 

There  are  five  memorkls  to  difib«nt  inaoches  of  the  fivnily  of  Booth,  of 
Woodford,  viz.— I.  On  a  bkie  flag-atone,  Thomas  Booth,  eUestoooneof 
Willim  Booth,  Esq.  died  the  3rd  day  of  January,  1623,  at  the  house  of  his 
grandfather  Sur  George  Booth,  knight  aad  baronet,  in  this  dttle  of  Chester. 
— &  On  *  brass  plate  on  the  lext  stone,  Johsnnia  Booth,  tqvltis  au^ioti, 
filii  natM  minimi  Qeorgii  Booth  4e  Dunham  JHeMie,  in  npo  QmAxcMU 
eqoitis  aurati  et  barooetti.  Obiit  nono  die  Mali,  anno  saluds  MCLXXXViii. 
^-3*.  At  the  feet  of  these  slabs,  on  a  white  mural  monument  of  marble, 
ornamented  with  the  arms  of  Booth  impaling  Hawtry,  is  an  inscription  to  the 
memory  of  Martha,  the  wife  of  Geoige  Booth,  of  the  house  of  Dunham 
^assey.  Esq,  who  died  the  6th  of  May,  1718—4.  Adjoining  to  this, 
another  mural  monument  of  white  marble,  fixed  to  the  east  wall  of  the 
church,  in  the  north  angle,  and  ornament^  with  the  anns  of  Booth  in  a 
loienge,  a  crescent  for  difiisenee  is  inscribed  to  Elisabeth  Booth,  daughter 
of  Sir  tfolm  Booth,  younger  son  of  Sir  George  Booth,  of  Dunham  Maasey. 
She  died  Septeml^  11,  1734,  in  the  year  of  her  age  96.-5.  Near  this, 
against  the  screen  which  divides  this  tzansept  fiwn  the  south  aisle  of  the 
^oir,  is  fixed  a  plain  marble  tablet,  surmounted  wilb  the  amis  of  Bowwi 
impaling  Booth,  with  a  Latin  inscriptioo :— 8.  jaeet  Catberiaa,  Geoigfi 
Booth,  arm.  fiUa,  ex  Waningtonia  qobili  domu.  Ob.  Feb.  d.  8,  ▲.  B.  1766, 
Mt9S. 

On  a  brass  plate  nev  these  :-^^^  Knrnia  Cmtie,  died  a6ih  of  Aptfl,  1816, 
ageii  nesr  cig^t.  -months,,  the  inltot  daughter,  of  IiieBt«GoL  Cunie^  who  lost 
fall  lif^  hi  the  battle  i£  Watedoo,  18  Jade,  181&?* 

Near  to  the  altar  is  a  Btodoment  decorated  whh  military  Hopfaies,  with 
the  foUowhig  inscription  :*-.*'  Underneath  liea  the  body  of  Gbloiid  Ridiard 
Wills,  brother  to  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-General  WOlt,  who  married 
MUk  filisabkh  Barclay,  dauc^lsr  of  the  lady  Gathsrine  Bardoy,  and  i4«tt 
to  tkt  right  BooouraUe  James  Bad  ofBaRymcoe.  He  departed  this  Hie 
Ae  21st  of  Jidf)  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1719,  in  the  SOtfa  year  of  hi«  age. 
This  monatnent  was  erected  to  his  memory  hj  Mt  moumfiil  and  belotcd 
widow  Elisabeth  Wills,  1720.*' 

Against  the  last  pillar  of  the  eisk  aisle,  a  iMunted  tdrict  whb  <he  MSB 
and  qnarterings  of  Wynne  impaling  Oiynne,  inscribed,  ^^  You  wifl  fibd  tbne 
doth  fie  intetted  mider  a  stone  neat  this  place,  the  body  df  Catherine^  te 
«nly  ^ttgfiier  ol*  Thomas  Glynne,  of  €l^nneliiron,  in  the  eo.  6f  CtamartiAi, 
JEs^.  Ikte  wih  of  Bowland  Wynnes  if  Uanunda  In  *He  arfaoe  toptfty,  JS$%, 
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She  died  on  the  10th  d*y  of  April,  umo  domini  1698,  being  the  liS'ih  ;car 
^  fad  age." 

Near  th«  font,  a  mutal  monumect,  inacribed,  "  Near  the  tbot  ot  ihii 
nuible  Ija  interred,  la  bopes  of  ■  jajfiil  reearKction,  the  body  of  Sarah, 
ndici  of  Sansri  *mim,  Brnt  w9m  diyarttt  (HsBftMgr^  17th,  1748, 
aged  thiMj-ffiveo." 

On  the  acreen,  and  near  ta  the  biehcp'a  thnme,  b  a  neat  Aiaible  tablet, 
eueuted  b^  Mr.  Wright,  of  this  dtj,  "  To  die  memor;  gPSimeoD  Leet, 
chemiit,  of  thifdtjt,  vhodejorted  tliiilife,NoTen)ba  ISA,  t|B3S,  aged  34. 
The  tablet  vai  cncted  M  bii  betored  memorj  bj  his  aKctlgpate  wife  and 

He  heard  a  roiee  th^  eoaii  not  heat, 

Wbieh  uld,  No  Imger  Uaj, 
He  saw  a  band  they  could  not  aec, 
Whieh  beckoned  him  away." 
On   the  wtM  aiale,  anotber  tablet,   "Sacred  to  the  mtsiory  of  Anne 
Lowe,  wifeof  John  Lowe,  of  this  city,  who  died  9di  of  July,  1820,  aged  43 
yean.    Deviried  to  the  datia  of  domeatie  Ufe^  the  inatrueiimi  <rf  her  children, 
jmd  the  ezerdae  of  practical  rdi^on,  ibe  lived  and  died  n  aflbctionalc  wife, 
a  tendet  parent,  and  a  sincere  diilidan.    Also  altdeneari)  Me  inlened  the 
lemaina  of  thek  Aree  diHdren." 
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Interior  of  St.  John  it  Chvreh,  Ckttttr. 


PARISH  AND  CHURCH  OP  ST.  JOHN. 

This  church  occupies  the  site  of  the  disRolred  coUe< 
giate  church  dedicated  to  the  same  Baiat,  and  the  cathedral 
of  the  Normao  diocese  of  Chester,  The  foundation  of 
this  church  b  ascribed  by  Webb  to  Etbelred,  King  of 
Mercia,  and  stated  on  the  authority  of  Giraldus  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  year  669.  This  authority  is  adopted 
by  the  author  of  the  Polycronicon,  and  thus  harmoniousfy 
recorded: — 
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^'  The  year  of  grace  six  hundred  fourscores  nine. 
As  saith  my  author,  a  Briton,  Giraldus, 
King  Ethelred  minding  most  the  bliss  of  heaven, 
Edified  a  college  church,  notable  and  famous, 
In  the  suburbs  of  Chester,  pleasant  and  beautious. 
In  the  honour  of  God  and  the  Baptist  Saint  John, 
With  the  help  of  Bishop  Wulfrice  and  good  exhortation.*' 

The  cause  for  the  selection  of  the  particular  spot  on 
which  this  church  stands,  is  thus  recorded  in  King's  Vale 
Royal,  which  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  receive  or  reject, 
according  to  the  caliber  of  his  credulity ; — "  King  Ethel- 
red,  minding  to  build  a  church,  was  told,  that  where  he 
should  see  a  white  hind,  there  he  should  build  a  church ; 
which  hind  he  saw  in  the  place  where  St.  John's  church 
now  standeth  ;  and  in  remembrance  whereof,  his  picture 
was  placed  in  the  wall  of  the  said  church,  which  yet 
standeth  on  the  side  of  the  steeple  towards  the  west, 
having  a  white  hind  in  his  hand." 

Bishop  Tanner  apprehends  the  real  founder  to  be 
Ethelred,  ear}  of  Mercia,  who  died  in  912.  Apcording 
to  the  Chronicle  of  St.  Werburgh,  and  William  of 
Malmsbury,  this  church,  then  collegiate,  was  repaired  in 
10579  by  Leolric,  earl  of  Mercia,  and  its  endowments  and 
privileges  considerably  enlarged.  It  is  thus  noticed  in 
Domesday : — *^  Ecclesia  Sancti  Johannis  in  civitate,  habet 
viii.  domos  quietas  ab  omni  consuetudine :  una  ex  his  est 
matricularii  ecclesise,  alise  sunt  canonicorum."  The 
same  record  also  observes,  that  Redeclive,  which  then 
belonged  to  the  bishop  ^^  prius  ad  ecclesiam  sancti  Jo- 
hannis pestinebat." 

At  this  period,  as  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the 
bishopric,  the  see  of  the  diocese  was  then  placed  within 
this  church  by  Peter  then  bishop,  but  was  translated  to 
Coventry  by  his  successor  Robert  de  Limesey.  After  that 
period  St.  John's  returned  to  its  former  collegiate  esta- 
blishment, but  was  long^afterwards  considered  and  deno- 
minated one  of  the  three  cathedrals  of  the  diocese,  and 
retained  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood  a  palace  of  the 
bishop,  and  the  mansion  of  the  archdeacon  of  Chester,  the 
remains  of  its  former  importance. 
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At  the  dissolution  m  1547,  the  college  consisted  of 
one  dean,  and  seven  prebends,  or  canons,  a  nmnber 
which  agrees  with  that  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the 
church,  at  the  time  of  the  domesday  survey.  There  were 
also^  four  vicars  (one  of  whom  is  called  a  prebendary  in 
the  pension  roll)  a  clerk,  and  a  sexton.  The  dean  in  the 
first  instance  retired  on  a  pension  of  xiv/.  vs.  but  after- 
wiirds  was  made  dean  of  Chester  cathedral.  ManWaring 
obtfiined  a  prebend  in  the  same.  Whitbie  and  Wbitton 
(other  prebendaries)  were  living  on  pensions  in  1556,  as 
were  also  Houghton,  one  of  the  vicars,  and  Ratciyf,  and 
ap  Grifiythe,  clerk  and  sexton.  In  the  ecclesiastical 
taxation  of  1291,  this  church  was  valued  at  26/.  I3s,  Ad, 

Within  this  church  was  a  chantry  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary,  which  is  unnoticed  in  the  certificate  of  the  commis- 
sioners at  the  dissolution.  It  will  perhaps  admit  a  doubt 
whether  it  was  the  monasterium  S.  Mariee  juxta  ecclesiam 
S.  Johannis,  mentioned  in  domesday,  but  the  probability 
is  in  favour  of  that  monastery  having  been  removed  by 
Earl  Randal,  and  established  as  a  benedictine  nunnery 
near  the  castle. 

Within  the  precincts  of  St.  John's  were  also  Th&me- 
tort's  Chantry^  the  chapel  of  Si.  Anne^  and  the  chapel  of 
St;  JameSf  which  are  noticed  among  the  minor  religious 
foundations  of  the  city.  Another  monastic  institution  was 
also  connected  willi  this  church,  on  which  buftop  Tauaer 
makes  the  following  remarks  in  his  Notitia  Monastioa  :•— 
'^  By  the  Lincoln  taxation  of  the  temporalities  of  the 
clergy  made  1291,  it  should  seem,  as  if  there  had  been  a 
collegiate  church  of  the  name  of  the  Holy  Cross,  because 
under  Archidiaconatus  Cestriae,  and  immediately  before 
Abbas  Cestriae,  is  this  memorandum :  Portionarii  ecclesiee 
prebendalis  S.  Crucis  Cestriss,  non  faabent  temporalia,  sed 
omnia  quse  habent  taxantur  cum  spiritualtbus,  prout 
firmiter  asserdbant :  but  I  have  yet  met  with  no  other 
mention  of  this  society,  nor  of  any  church  in  this  city, 
either  collegiate  or  parochial,  so  dedicated.^*  In  a  note  to 
this  passage  it  is  observed,  that  the  words  quoted  occur 
''thus  in  the  MS.  copies  of  this  taxation  in «lbe  Stfvffie 
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library,  and  also  in  the  archives  of  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Lincoln ;  but  this  paragraph  is  not  in  the  Lichfield 
book,  in  which  diocese  this  archdeaconry  then  was,  nor 
is  there  in  the  two  first-mentioned  books  among  the 
spiritualities,  any  account  of  the  taxationof  such  a  church, 
though  there  is  of  the  prebendal  church  of  St,  John.** 
On  these  grounds  a  conjecture  is  hazarded^  as  to  the 
possibility  of  the  two  foundations  having  been  confounded. 

The  following  extract  from  the  general  ecclesiastical 
survey,  26  Henry  VIII.  will  give  «11  the  information 
which  there  is  now  any  probability  of  obtaining  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  appears  that  three  stalls  in  St.  John's  were  called 
the  prebends  of  the  holy  cross,  and  that  the  holders  of 
these  were  coparceners  ui  certain  glebe  lands  which  then 
continued  united  and  appropriated  to  these  stalls,  as  they 
most  probably  had  been  in  1291,  firom  the  use  of  the  same 
term  in  the  valuation  of  that  date.  There  can  be  little 
doubt,  on  the  whole,  says  Ormerod,  whose  authority  has 
been  adopted  in  this  article,  that  some  monastic  founda- 
tion dedicated  to  the  holy  cross,  had  previously  to  this 
merged  in  the  college  of  St.  John's. 

It  appears  by  the  ministers'  accounts  in  the  augmen- 
tation office^  4  Edward  VI.  that  the  possessions  of  the 
college  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  in  the  <:ity  of  Chester, 
then  lately  dissolved,  were  as  under  :— 

Sciteofthe  late  college  aforetudd • 19  0 

Over  and  above  £2.  48.  8d.  for  rents  and  farms  granted  hj  King 

Edw.  VI.  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  to  Ridiard  Roberta, 

his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever  •••• • ••• 

Rents  of  UndscaUed  the  prebend's  lands 12  "^^  ^ 

Rents  called  obit  jrents  within  the  said  dty,  pared  of  ihe  said 

ooUege la    4  8 

Rents  called  the  repartition  lands,  belonghig  to  the  said  college  ••    1  19  8 

The  rectory  of  Ghiyldon  Sutton ^1    ^  ® 

The  rectory  of  Stoke 19    0  • 

The  rectory  of  Phunstall r«....  18  10  9 

The  rectory  of  Farmedon 16    0  0 

The  church  of  ShoUache,  with  the  chapel  of  St.  Edith 6    0  0 

The  rectory  of  tJpton 6    0  0 

Certain  g^be  lands,  and  a  messuage  in  Stoke  ••.. 18  6 

▲  capital messuage  there. •••••.• •••• ••••• 014^ 

A  bam,  and  the  tytbes  of  gndn,  &c.  within  the  parish  of  St. 

John,Chester •.,,•...,...•..    5    0  9 

VOL.  II.     JL 
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£*   $,  d. 

Other  tyfhet  of  St.  John,  in  the  sa^d  citjT 5  12  4 

The  rectory  of  St.  Martin 2  13  4 

The  rectory  of  fit.  Bridgppt « .« 6    0  0 

Sum £196    0    0 

By  the  certificate  of  the  commissiooers  it  appears, 
that  the  body  of  the  church,  with  one  bell,  was  all  that 
i^ras  deemed  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  parishioners. 
The  rest  was  probably  stript  of  its  lead,  and  exposed  to 
dilapidation.  In  1572,  a  great  part  of  the  steeple  fell, 
and  1574,  half  of  the  whole  steeple  from  top  to  bottom 
fell  upon  the  west  end  of  the  church,  and  broke  down  a 
great  part  of  it.  In  1581,  the  parishioners  having  ob- 
tained a  grant  of  the  church  from  the  queen,  began  to 
build  some  part  of  it  again,  and  cut  off  all  the  chapel 
above  the  choir. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  advowson  and  impropriate 
rectory  were  granted  to  Sir  Christopher  Hatton,  and 
conveyed  by  him  to  Alexander  King,  from  whom  they 
passed  to  Alexander  Cotes,  from  which  period  they  de- 
scended through  the  &milies  of  Sparkes,  Wood,  and 
Adams,  to  John  Adams,  son  of  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Adams, 
vicar  of  this  churchy  by  whom  they  were  conveyed  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Earl  Grosvenor,  the  present  impro* 
p^tor  and  patron. 

Aqu.  44  Eliz.  orders  were  made  by  the  queen,  under 
the  broad  seal»  respecting  the  church  and  vicar  of  St 
John's,  by  which  the  derk,  churchwardens,  assessors, 
coUec^ifs,  and  auditors,  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  parish-^ 
ioners*  Tbe  vicar  and  assistant  to  be  appointed  by  the 
impropriator  and  his  heirs,  with  consent  of  the  bishop^^ 
at^d  if  apy  place  be  vacant  one  mouthy  the  bishop  (o 
appoints.  The  vicarage  of  St.  John's  is  %  vicarage  not 
<;harged;  certified  value  31/.  6s.  The  yearly  value  of 
augmentation,  stipend^  and  surplice  fees,  was  returned  h^ 
tfaj^  )^isJ)op  In  1809,  to  the  governors  of  Qu^eu  A»i3U9^*% 
bounty,  as  amounting  to  only  47 L  7s.  4JL  The  vicar  is 
now  regularly  instituted,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
jii]|^ti|jat)ion  was  made  before  the  time  of  Bishpp  Ilawef!. 
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NAMES  OF  THE  VICARS  OF  ST.  JOHN'S. 


1578  Rev.  Jdhn  Dowglas' 

1685  Rev 

*  Thomas  Bridge 

1397 

Thomtt  Symond 

1674 

Robiert  Bridge 

1636 

John  Cony 

1680 

liawreace  Wood 

1643 

CkK>rge  Burcbes 

1710 

Charles  Oulton 

1650 

John  Pcmberton 

1742 

Lawienee  Adams 

1658 

Peter  Leigh 

1777 

John  Price 

1662 

Alexmder  FeCbents 

1785 

Wmiam  Rxefaaidson. 

The  situation  of  SU  John's  church  is  without  the 
walls,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  city,  on  a  cliff  of  red 
rock,  overhanging  the  banks  of  the  Dee — a  sight  as  f^ic* 
turesque  as  any  which  the  ndgbboarbood  of  a  citj^  obuld 
present,  if  the  imagination  of  the  observer  may  be  allowed 
to  clothe  the  opposite  bank  with  the  forests  which  cer- 
tainly existed  there  long  after  the  foundation  of  Etbdred, 
and  to  remove  the  modern  obstructions  which  shut  out 
from  the  pi^speet  the  hills  of  Wales  and  Delamere. 

At  the  time  of  the  dissolutiort,  the  remains  of  the 
collegiate  church  were  included  within  an  oblong  inclo- 
sure,  at  the  north-west  angle  of  which  was  the  gate« 
house ;  lower  down  on  the  west  side  was  the  dean's  house, 
and  below  this  was  a  palace,  which  the  bishop  of  Lichfield 
still  ret^ned  near  their  ancient  cathedral.    On  the  north 
side  were  houses  for  the  petty  canons  and  vicars,  and  on 
the  east  side  was  the  chapel  of  St.  Anne,  and  nearer  the 
river  other  houses  for  petty  caiiohs.    The  south  side  was 
formed  by  the  cKfEs ;  on  two  projections  ware  simall  build^ 
lags  called  anchorite  cells :  and  between  tfaesci  and  llie 
souA  door  of  the  imve  of  the  church  was  the  chapel  of 
St.  James.    The  church  was  in  the  finest  style  of  early 
Norman  architecture,  and  was  probablybmlt  shortly  after 
the  removal  of  the  see  firom  Chester  to  Coventry  and  the 
restoration  of  the  collegiate  establisbment.    It  consisted 
originally,  as  may  be  gathered  by  coUatiiig  an  ancient 
plan  with  eidsting  ronains,  off  a  nave  and  choir  with  side 
nsles,  two  traiise^ts,  and  a  central  totver.    The  navewas 
separated  fromr  th^  side  aisles  by  eij^tit  ndiisyy  iaflriciveulat* 
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arches  on  each  side,  resting  on  cylindrical  columns,  with 
bases  and  capitals.  The  diameter  of  the  columns  five  feet 
six  inches,  and  liie  ornaments  of  the  capitals  varied  in  a 
few  instances.  Over  the  remaining  arches  are  two  rows 
of  galleries,  with  lancet-formed  arches,  those  of  the  upper 
tier  being  the  most  acutely  pointed.  The  arches  from 
both  are  sprung  from  slender  shafts  with  bases  and  capitals. 
The  upper  tier  occasionally  opens  to  small  windows  with 
circular  heads,  and  from  an  imperfect  row  of  arches  in 
the  south  wall,  the  appearance  of  the  galleries  seems  to 
have  been  copied  in  the  exterior*  At  the  east  end  of  the 
nave  are  the  four  massy  piers  which  supported  the  cen- 
tral towers.  Their  exterior  appearance  is  broken  on 
each  side  by  a  series  of  smaller  shafts  attached  to  the  piers, 
with  bases  and  capitals.  On  each  side  of  the  tower  were 
the  transepts,  round  which,  as  for  as  can  be  judged  from 
existing  remains,  the  upper  row  only  of  the  galleries  was 
continued. 

East  of  the  tower  was  the  choir,  divided  fit>m  its  side 
aisles  by  three  arches  on  each  side,  with  galleries  over. 
The  first  couple  of  these  arches  is  remaining.  They  were 
of  the  horse-shoe  form,  resting  on  cylindrical  columns 
with  capitals.  The  first  row  of  galleries  consisted  of  a 
series  of  low  semicircular  arches  of  the  same  span  with 
the  arches  below,  resting  on  short  circular  shafts.  The 
upper  row  of  galleries  is  here  perfectly  destroyed.  At 
the  east  end  of  the  choir  was  a  fine  semicircular  arch, 
with  ornamented  capitals,  yet  remaining,  but  in  the  last 
stage  of  decay,  under  which  was  the  entrance  to  a  small 
chancel,  consisting  of  five  sides  of  an  octagon.  On  each 
side  of  the  chancel  were  added  at  a  later  period  chapels, 
in  a  rich  style  of  pointed  gothic,  in  which  some  exquisite 
-specimens  of  shrine  work  are  yet  remaining. 

It  remains  to  speak  of  the  present  appearance  of 
these  ruins,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  occupied  by  the 
present  parish  church,  which  comprises  four  arches  of  the 
nave,  and  one  of  the  choir,  and  as  much  of  each  transept 
as  comes  within  the  continuation^pf  the  lines  formed  by 
the  outward  walls  of  the  side  aisles  of  the  nave  and  choir. 
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The  architectural  parts  in  these  are  tolerably  perfect,  bnt 
mach  disfigured  by  the  necessary  appendages  of  a  parish 
church,  the  pews  and  galleries.  East  of  the  present 
chancel,  consisting  of  the  space  under  the  former  tower, 
and  the  first  arch  of  the  choir,  are  some  beautiful  ruins  of 
the  rest  of  the  ancient  choir,  and  the  adjacent  chapels, 
part  of  which  has  been  converted  into  a  dwelling-house. 

West  of  the  remains  of  the  nave,  forming  the  present 
body  of  the  church,  every  trace  of  the  other  four  arches 
has  been  obliterated,  excepting  some  slight  remains  of 
the  north  aisle,  which  form  the  passage  to  a  lofty  detached 
bell-tower.  It  is  obvious  that  much  of  the  west  end  of 
the  nave  must  have  been  destroyed  before  this  tower 
could  have  been  erected,  which  occupies  the  space  of  the 
second  and  third  pillars  of  the  north  side  of  the  original 
nave ;  the  residue  of  this  part  was  demolished  in  1572 
and  1574,  by  the  falling  of  west  and  south  sides  of  the 
tower.  These  sides,  as  already  mentioned,  were  rebuilt 
in  1581,  in  a  style  similar  to  the  rest.  The  tower  is 
extremely  lofty,  and  its  sides  are  decorated  with  pointed 
windows,  in  a  good  style,  figures  placed  in  rich  shrines, 
strings  of  quatrefoils,  and  rows  of  ornamental  arches. 
No  expence  appears  to  have  been  spared  in  the  building, 
and  all  the  detail  is  good;  yet  there  is  something  dis- 
pleasing in  the  general  appearance  of  the  tower,  and  its 
disproportion  to  the  venerable  ruins  which  it  stands  at  the 
side  ot  Near  the  foot  of  the  tower,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  church,  is  an  ancient  porch,  forming  the  principal 
entrance,  in  the  sides  of  which  are  two  lancet  arches,  the 
entrance  being  under  an  acutely  pointed  arch,  the  mould- 
ings of  which  rest  on  a  number  of  short  shafts,  which 
converge  as  they  retire  inwards. 

The  tower,  about  150  feet  high,  and  detached  from 
the  body  of  the  church,  contains  an  harmonious  set  of 
eight  bells,  six  of  them  cast  in  1710,  and  two  in  1734% 
The  approach  to  it  is  through  the  remains  of  the  north 
aisle.  The  sides  of  the  tower  are  decorated  with  a  rich 
screen,  and  ornamented  with  figures  placed  in  niches  of 
exquisite  workmanship.    In  the  year  1813^  the  chancel 
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was  thoroaghly  repaired^  an  entire  new  window  was 
introduced  over  the  communion,  and  tlie  north  and  south 
transmits  rebuilt  and  beautified  at  the  sole  expenoe  of 
Earl  Grosrenor,  in  whom,  as  already  noticed,  the  advow- 
son  of  the  church  is  vested. 

Dr.  Cowper,  in  Ins  iZ  Penserosoy  says,— ''In  this 
church  was  an  ancient  rood,  or  image  of  wood,  of  such 
veneration,  that  in  a  deed  March  27}  191 1?  confirmed  by 
Walter  Langton,  the  church  was  called  The  church  of  the 
Holy  Crassj  and  St.  John.  Richard  Hawarden,  of  Win* 
wick,  Lancashire,  by  will,  dated  March  28,  A  J>.  1503, 
left  '  yis.  viiirf.  to  whatever  priest  would  go  fi>r  him  to 
the  Holy  Rood,  at  St.  John's,  Chester.' " 

According  to  the  census  of  this  parish  in  1821,  the 
popuhitioB  oonristed  of  5096.  The  parish  register,  con- 
sisting of  tSx  folio  volumes,  in  good  preservation,  and 
uniformly  bound,  commences  in  the  year  1559 ;  regular 
entries  to  1641 ;  from  thence  to  1652,  very  imperfect ; 
but  re^lar  from  1686  to  the  present  time. 


MONUMENTS,   &c. 

In  the  chancd  (north  of  the  altar)  are  memorials  of—Cornelias  Hignett, 
of  Ashton,  gent,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Williiun  Hyde,  of 
fVodsham,  gent. ;  she  died  28th  Aug.  ITSS^  aged  68,  and  he  died  26th 
Feb.  1786,  leaving  issue  Maxy,  wife  of  ThomM  AUsnejr,  M.P.  Catbexiqie 
and  MaigareL— Robert  Bnlkeley,  son  of  8ir  Richard  Bulkeley,  of  Beau- 
marif,  in  Anglesey,  Knight,  who  married  Priscilla,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Bunbuty,  of  Stanney,  eo.  Cest.  Knt. :  he  died  27th  Oct.  1670,  aged  69 
ycMis ;  she  died  May  26»  16B2,  aged  67  years.*^Th«  Bey*  Lawrence  Wood, 
fector  of  St  Bridget's,  and  minister  of  St  John's,  died  Jvdy  13, 1710, 
aged  63. 

On  the  south  side,  monuments  of  .Captain  Giles  Peacock,  died  21st  of 
April,  1720.  The  mcmument  erected  by  Katharine  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Genaid,  bom  at  Crewood^hsAL— Benjamin  Penyn,  Esq.  and  Jane 
his  wife;  he  died  12th  Dec.  1761$  she  died  19th  Jan.  1781 ;  erected  by 
their  son.  Sir  Richard  Perryn,  Knt  a  baion  of  the  exchequer.— Katherinoi 
fifth  daughter  of  Robert  Wynne,  of  Voylas,  co.  Denbigh  by  Jane  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Edward  ThdwaO,  of  Plas  Edward ;  she  died  Sept  11, 168ft. 
^Hannah,  dmightcr  and  betas  of  Charies  Dtria,  cik  llDni9omary»  wife  oi 
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<Wttooi  AM«n^«  o^  Al(kiiey»  po.  G««t,  gent  died  F^  6, 1718,  aged  24. 
-Sidney,  daughter  of  John  Lee,  of  DarohaU,  Esq.  died  lIHh  Jan.  1788, 
•ged6U 

Ia  «n  Mk9H4  ma^lf^i  ^  tb^  aoulb  «i4e  of  the  dianoel,  a  man!  tablet,* 
with  a  bust  of  the  deceased,  under  vhich :— .^^  In  hoc  aaoeUo  cipecei  optfans 
malvii  (eqjifi  ta9i|0|iiim  weQ9  tporienaq ;  anmmo  honore  {mMecutus  est) 
spot  <etiaiQ  ieq[4iei»per§  volult^  Ceciliiu  Warburton,  arm.  Gkx>rgii  Warburton, 
de  Atley  in  coigdltati}  Oeitrenfti  banopetU,  et  Dianae,  uxoris  ejus,  natv  mini« 
mna.  figr«gS4i  iUJid^lva  QMum  eimoeHil^  quaa  ocmtntBdavit  linml  tt  oitendit 
dimia  ii4t^  fli(t*9^^  ^  decor.  Exat  iUe  vita  tineenia,  Qioribjoa  oomit,  et 
.qi^ao^aaBi  fn^e^  et  poene  4eploiAta  v^edntine  annoa  plus  Tigiati  canflictatua 
est,  constans,  facilis,  pladdus :  quibuscunque  innotult,  prsedpue  amids, 
4U0S  omaibiis  yits  offieiis  aibi  devinzeiat,  ehanis  visit  dcaideratiiaobtit  2ndo 
dia  Mau,  anno  dom.  1738^,  aetat  83.'* 

Near  this  another  monHBM^t,  conaisting  of  an  altar  tomb,  oyet  which  is 
a  figure  of  a  skeleton  standing  under  the  arms,  ff  Warburtoo,  holding  a. 
scroll,  inscribed— ^^  M.S.  of  Diana  Warburton,  wifie  and  relict  of  Sir  Geotge 
WarhurtoD,  of  Arley,  in  Oheshhw  baxt^  who  sujnrwad  her  bosbfiDd  1^  yoen* 
an  an  lamanied  state,  with  true  mottrning,  fiistingi  fnd  pimyeis.  She  was 
daughter  of  Sir  Edward:  Bishop,  of  Parham,  in  Sussex,  Knight  and  Baronet, 
and  in  her  minoritie  had  had  a  virtuous  and  severe  education,  so  as  she 
became  a  great  exemplar  of  all  christiaa  graces  and  virtues,  and  adorned 
every  relation  she  atood  in^  She  wa«  a  loving  and  loyal  e<»aort,  a  tender  and 
indulgent  parent,  a  compassionate  mistress  to  her  servants,  a  most  accom- 
plished friend,  dieerfiil  in  her  family,  obliging  to  strangers,  a  daily  almoner 
to  the  poor,  fervent  and  composed  in  her  devotion,  both  in  public  and  in 
private,  a  patnm  to  thie  dergy,  and  a  gsoerous  benefactor  to  the  church,  and 
all  places  of  her  abode.  She  was  of  a  quiche  and  piersing  nndetstai?ding,  of 
a  deep  i^rebension  and  discerning  judgment,  of  great  evenesse  of  mind  and 
^ywn«Mi  of  spirit  in  dH  events  ;  w^pinng  after  things  only  soUd,  improving, 
and  raiional ;  just  in  her  actions,  candid  In  all  her  censures,  ready  to  forgive 
Injuries,  and  never  prone  to  doe  any ;  delighted  to  see  good  in  others,  com- 
mended and  encouraged  it  in  all ;  her  rdigioii  was  not  a  bare  shew  or  empty 
noise,  but  solid,  ftub^j^mtial,  ^en,  %nd  uniform  ;  humble  and  patient  in  her 
aipknesa,  an4  in  this  midst  of  pain  without  mumuuing  and  despondency 
ailbmltted  hersdf  tp  Ood,  and  wi|A  gveil  constancy  of  mind  and  cheeifiilneBS 
of  spirit,  resigned  her  life  to- him  i«<  one  continued  act  of  devout  prayem  and 
praises,  of  heavenly  meditations  and  discoursings  suitable  to  the  entertainment 
of  a  dqMurting  soul^  on  the  13th  of  March^  anno  domini  1693.*' 

Near  to  this  are  also  memorials  to  three  daughters  of  Shr  George 
Warburton. 

In  the  south  aisle  of  the  chancel,  a  mural  monument,  inscribed—."  Near 
to  this  place  are  interred  the  remams  of  William  Falconer,  Esq.  barrister  at 
law,  and  for  some  years  recorder  of  this  dty,  who  by  his  abilities  and  inte. 
giity  in  that  station,  and  by  his  virtues  in  private  life,  acquired  therespect  and 
gratitude  of  his  feUow-dtiiena,  and  the  esteem  and  a£^ction  of  his  friends.  He 
depaarted  this  Ufa  June  2, 1784,  aged  85  years.— In  the  same  grave  are  depo- 
sited the  renudns  of  Elisabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Randle  WUbraham,  of 
Townseod,  In  this  county,  Esq.  who,  resembling  her  husband,  in  the  prac- 
^ee  of  every  duistian  and  social  duty,  deservedly  gained  the  re^pod  of  aU  who 
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knew  her;  she  died  June  27,  1782,  ■ged797eanu  Hexe abo lepoie die 
bodies  of  five  of  their  children." 

Near  this  a  tablet  to  the  son  of  the  above,  Thomas  Faloonery  (the  editor 
of  the  Oxford  edition  of  Strabo)  widi  a  Latin  inscription :  he  died  Ae  4th 
September,  1792,  aged  56  years. 

Near  the  first  of  these  numoments,  a  tablet  in  memory  of  Robert  Bailcer, 
M.D.  ftUow  of  the  college  of  physidans,  and  ph3r8ician  to  the  infirmary  of 
Cheater,  died  19th  Jnly,  1808,  aged  50,  buried  at  St  Asaph. 

In  the  north  chancel  is  a  figure  of  a  knight  in  a  eoat  of  mafl  and  anreoat, 
cross-legged,  dug  up  in  the  church-yard,  and  by  it  a  slab)  on  iriiich  la  a 
cross  with  a  sword  on  the  right  hand ;  on  the  side  is  inscribed,  <'  Hie  jacet 
Johannes  le  Seijaun**' 

Among  other  memorials  In  the  drarch,  are  the  following, — with  the  time 
of  decease:—. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  John  BeOot,  1781  -  WHi  Wilbnm,  daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  1737 — Mary  Bdlot,  daughter  of  the  before-named, 
1747* — John  land  Richard,  sons  of  Dr.  Pennington,  1687. — Or.  AHen  Pen- 
nington, 1696;  Anne,  his  wife,  1728.— Anne  Maria,  daughter  of  Captain 
Thomas  Pennington,  1715. — Ruth  Pennington,  wife  of  Captain  Tlimnaa 
Pennington,  17l5,^J^lizabetb,  wife  of  John  Philpot,  gent.  1752.— John 
Philpot,  Esq.  1764 — Mary,  wife  of  Nicholas  Ashton,  Esq.  and  daughter  of 
J.  Philpot,  Esq.  1777 — Rev.  Lawrence  Adams,  Vicar  of  St  John's,  1777» — 
Rev.  C.  Oukon,  vicar  of  St.  John's,  1741. — Hon.  John  Grey,  1802.— Anne 
Christiana  Panel,  1764 — Wm.Farrel,of  Broxton,E8q.  1775 — Frances,  wife 
of  Col.  Bonner,  of  Chester,  1813.-^ane,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wilcock,  wife  of 
Richard  Broster,  aldermen,  1660 — Humphrey  Philips,  of  Chester,  alderman, 
1662. — Thomas  Gkimu1,8on  and  heir  of  WQliara  Gamul,  mayor,  1637. — John 
Maddock,  mayor,  1680.— John,  son  of  Humphrey  Philips,  alderman,  1666. 
—.Thomas  Davenport,  barber  euigeon,  younger  son  of  Ralph  Davenport, 
gent,  of  Low  Cross,  Cheshire. — R.  Whitehead,  mayor,  1624. — William 

Wilson,  mayor,   1679. — Randle  Oulton,  mayor,    1682 Thomas    Byrd, 

mayor,  1644. — Dutton  Bunbury,  seventh  son  of  Sir  H.  Bunbury,  of  Stanney, 
knt  1662.— William  Bristow,  sheriff  of  Chester,  1679. 

In  the  body  of  the  church,  near  to  the  west  end,  is  a  plain  flag,  which 
simply  marks  the  place  of  burial  of  the  late  Aldennan  William  Seller,  who 
^ied  April  6, 1823,  aged  64  years.  Mr.  Sdler  served  the  office  of  mayor  im 
1820-21.    Heiainterred  in  the  family  vault  beneath. 
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[ADDITIONAL  PARTICULARS.] 

In  the  church  are  four  galleries ;  that  upon  the  north 
side  is  a  private  one^  and  was  built  in  1726,  under  a  fiir 
cuky  obtaioed  for  the  purpose.  The  seats  are  attached 
to  the  Barrs-house,  belonging  to  the  Egerton's  of  Oulton ; 
colonel  Bams  ton's;  the  house  in  Newgate- street,  occu- 
pied by  lady  Farmer,  the  property  of  the  Kenrick's ;  and 
Mr.  Freeman's,  in  St.  John-street.  That  at  the  west  end 
of  the  chureh  was  begun  in  1677»  and  finished  in  ISTO^ 
built  for  public  accommodation,  and  remains  a  free  gri^ 
Icry.*  The  gallery  upon  the  south  side  was  bniH  by  the 
parishicmers  in  1741,  under  a  faculty.  After  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  expence  of  erection,  the  rents  were  appro- 
priated towards  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  certain 
legacieB  (of  which  mention  will  be  made  hereafter)  which 
had  been  applied  to  the  use  of  the  parish ;  the  remainder 
for  the  minister,  as  provided  by  the  foculty.  By  a  more 
recent  regulation,  the  whole  of  the  interest  of  these  lega- 
cies is  paid  out  of  these  rents.  The  modem  gothic 
gallery  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  was  erected  by 
Earl  Grosvenor  for  the  use  of  the  children  educated  at  his 
public  school. 

The  fourteen  pannel  tablets  which  are  hung  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  church,  bearing  the  arms  of  the  deceased 
to  whose  memory  they  are  placed,  were  painted  by  either 
one  or  other  of  the  Randal  Holmes.  The  small  shields 
placed  in  the  wall  on  the  north  end  of  the  communion, 
formerly  formed  part  of  the  monument  of  the  family  of 
Coieo^  in  whom  the  rectory  was  vested,  were  also  painted 
by  one  of  the  same  artists,  of  heraldic  iame, 

*  When  removing  a  part  of  the  oeUing  under  this  gallery,  in  1828,  ibr 
the  purpose  of  fixing  up  a  stove  chimney,  the  Insolption  mentioned  in  page 
71)  ToL  ii,  was  discovered,  pafaited  in  black  letten  upon  the  wall  immediately 
beneath  the  west  whidow.  It  is  probable  that  v^  this  bebig  hid  1^  At 
erectioD  of  the  gallery,  the  copy  now  upon  a  tablet  in  the  diuveh  was  painted. 
The  hut  Une  should  be  read  thus  :^"With  thf  help  of  biibnp  Fn^^e 
and  good  JSawOlieii.*' 
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The  church-yard  is  the  most  extensive  in  the  city, 
and  the  beautiful  situation  of  that  part  of  it  which  hounds 
the  south  side  of  the  church  causes  it  to  be  frequently 
visited,  not  only  by  those  whose  relatives  are  interred 
there^  but  by  others,  who  wish  to  combine  the  contem- 
plation  of  a  fine  prospect  with  their  meditations  amongst 
the  tombs.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  this 
church-yard  is  so  much  exposed,  and  that  the  various 
roads  which  pass  through  it  place  this  sanctuary  of  the 
dead  almost  upon  a  level  with  the  public  highway.  This 
is  the  more  to  he  lamented,  when  the  number  of  edifices 
in  its  immediate  vicinity  is  considered,  and  which  may 
prevent  such  an  alteration  as  would  render  the  church- 
yard of  St.  John  what  it  and  all  others  ought  to  be.  And 
here  it  is  impossible  to  withhold  a  comparison  between 
the  desecrated  state  of  our  church-yards  in  general,  and 
the  reverential  care  and  attention  which  are  paid  to  those 
modern  receptacles  of  the  departed — the  public  cemetries 
—which  are  now  being  established  in  large  towns. 

Provision  was  made  against  the  exposure  of  this 
church-yard  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  ago .^  Since  that 
period,  however,  the  various  residences  just  mentioned 
have  been  erected  in  its  vicinity,  and  from  the  singular 
circumstance  of  the  herbage  being  vested  in  a  party  sepa- 
rate from  the  impropriator  or  the  parish,  these  roads 
have  been  made  by  the  mere  transfer  of  so  much  of  the 
herbage  as  the  length  and  breadth  of  them.  As  for  in- 
stance. Sir  Robert  Cunliife,  in  177^9  paid  to  the  late  Mr. 
Orange,  the  then  owner  of  it,  six  guineas,  for  the  herbage, 

*  The  following  extract  from  a  decree  of  the  chancellor  of  the  diocese, 
signed  by  €MUel  ffOton,  Reg,  Dtp.  dated  I5tfa  August,  1683,  and  ad- 
dressed to  Jahm  Thomtuon  and  Jaeph  MaddQckt  ehiuchwaideDs  of  St 
John's,  will  prove  that  there  were,  in  that  day,  no  such  roads  or  right  of 
roads  existing :— «'  It  is  judiceally  soe  decreed,  that  you  the  preisent  church- 
wardens there  shall  cause  sufficient  locks  to  be  put  on,  and  the  gate  to  be 
constantly  locked,  except  upon  such  occasions  as  they  ought  to  be  open  \  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  doe  hii?der  or  offer  to  hinder  you  in  the 
doeing  thereof,  or  shall  knock  oif  or  break,  or  cause  to  be  knock'd  or  taken 
off  and  broken  any  one  of  them,  you  are  to  present  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  to  the  s'd  chancellor;  that  thereupon  they  may  be  proceeded  against 
and  punished  according  to  law." 
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which  he  lost  by  the  road  leading  to  Dee-side,  now  St. 
John's-place ;  preferring  to  pay  thslt  sum,  and  have  the 
present  road  ftom  the  lych-gates  to  his  house  (that  at 
present  occupied  by  prebendary  Wrangham,  archdeacon 
of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire)  rather  than  continue  the 
original  one  from  the  Groves  beneath  an  arch,  and  up  a 
flight  of  steps  now  to  be  seen.  The  road  crossing  in  the 
other  <Krection,  and  leading  to  the  house  of  the  Misses 
Massey,  was,  I  am  informed,  made  by,  or  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  owner  of  the  herbage,  who  built  this  house 
about  the  year  1763 ;  but  as  he  could  not  convey  the  soil^ 
the  latter,  like  that  of  the  others,  would  be  available  for 
the  uses  of  the  parish,  wer^  the  whole  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  church-yard  occupied  by  the  dead.  The  road  lead- 
ing from  the  north-east  gate  to  the  Groves  is  tlie  only 
ancient  one;  but  that,  according  to  evidence  taken  in 
1795^  was  formerly  but  a  foot-path :  it  being  recorded  in 
the  evidence  just  mentioned,  that  eighty  years  ago,  the 
entrance  into  the  church-yard  from  Love-street  was  by  a 
turnstile.  When  or  from  what  cause  the  herbage  be- 
came a  separate  property,  is  not  known ;  but  the  parish- 
ioners, finding  the  inconvenience  of  its  being  so,  resolved 
to  purchase  what  was  left  of  it,  which  was  effected  in 
January,  1794. 

Within  the  interesting  ruins  adjoining  this  church, 
is  a  genteel  house  called  the  PHoiy^  raised  by  Sir  Robert 
Cotton,  from  a  small  cottage  which  stood  upon  this  spot 
about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  The  gothic  arch 
and  niche  on  each  side  of  it  forming  the  entrance  from 
the  north  into  this  apparently  ancient  dwelling,  were 
brongbt  from  the  Nun's  Gardens,  where  they  had  previ- 
ously stood  many  centuries,  as  a  part  of  the  old  Friary. 
It  has  been  erroneously  supposed  that  they  formed  a  part 
of  the  niinS'  surrouncfing  this  house.  Earl  Grot^venor 
topl^up  his  i^sidenoe  here  during  his  niayovalty  in.l807-8# 
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PARISH  AND  CHURCH  OF  ST.  PETER. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  this  church  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  that  it  was  erected  when  tbe 
pBttons  of  tito  monastery,  which  occupied  the  site  of  the 
tothedr^,  were  chsnf^  from  the  saints  before-ibeDtioned, 
to  tbe  Holy  Trinity.  This  tradittoa  has  heea  given  by 
Wehb^  in  h^  description  of  Chester,  in  the  following  terms : 

"  It  appeareth  that  the  christian  faith  and  baptism 
came  into  Chester  in  Lucius's  time,  a  king  of  the  Britons, 
which  is  within  less  than  one  huDd|«d  and  forty  yean 
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of  die  sufferings  of  our  saviour  Christ,  and  tlmt  then  a 
cbni^h  was  here  built,  and  at  that  time  called  by  the 
name  of  SU  Peter  and  Paul ;  and  this  church,  saith  Brad- 
shaw,  in  the  life  of  St.  Werburgh,  lib.  2.  cap.  3.  was  the 
mother  church  and  burial  place  to  all  Chester,  and  seven 
miles  about  Chester,  and  so  continued  for  the  space  of 
300  years  and  more.  But  then  after,  as  appeareth  in  the 
same  author,  Elfleda,  that  noble  lady,  daughter  to  king 
Alured,  sister  to  king  Edward,  senror,  wife  to  Ethelrod, 
king  of  the  Mercians,  altered  the  name  of  this  church 
from  Peter  and  Paul,  to  Trinity  and  St.  Oswald,  and  this 
alteration  was  by  the  general  consent  of  the  duke  and 
spiritualty,  yet  so  as  no  loss  should  be  either  to  the  me- 
mory of  those  patrons  (so  they  called  the  saints  of  whom 
churches  in  their  foundations  were  appointed  to  receive 
their  names)  or  to  the  upholding  of  devotion ;  for  another 
church  was  icon  built  in  the  midst  of  the  city^  called  by 
the  same  name  of  Peter  and  Paul,  which  now  is  caluid 
St.  Pjbtbr's  only  :  hear  this  in  his  verse  :•— 

*<  And  the  old  diurch  of  Peter  and  Paul, 
By  a  general  consent  of  the  gphitualty. 
With  the  help  of  the  dake  most  principal, 
Was  translated  to  the  midst  of  the  said  city, 
Where  a  parish  church  was  edified  truly, 
In  the  honour  of  the  apostles  twain, 
Whicfa  shafl  for  ever  by  grace  divine  remain.*' 

Whether  the  above  tradition  be  correct  or  otherwise, 
yet  there  is  good  authority  to  establish  the  high  antiquity 
of  this  diurch.*    In   1061  the  church  was  given   by 

*  At  the  period  of  ihe  conquest,  it  bore  its  pretenlname,  as  appears  from 
-dw  fbOowing  cnrions  entry  in  Domesday,  of  which  a  transUition  is  also  sub- 
joined s«-« 

^'Tsm  in  qi»siii  iw^um  Staeti  Petri,  qiiam  BobMtat  deAoddand 
duarimlt  at  Teinland  (skat  diiadon  eomltatus)  nonqvam  pertiniiit  ad  mane- 
liiim  eactai  dvhatem,  sad  «d  boigam  pettinet,  et  semper  fait  in  ooBBtteta- 
4km  icgli  et  cosBllis,  sioot  alieram  Ibnigendum*" 

^  Hm  pmaA  m  mbUk  is  the  choidi  of  St  Pelsr,  vUcb  iMsit  de 
Rsdrtaad  MmikU  Tbansltnd  (is  the  cMit  of  the  ead  piovea)  nmrsr  be- 
longed  to  the  manor  willioot  the  city,  but  hbokiQgs  to  the  boimigb,  and  also 
WM  always  sabject  to  the  payment  of  toitomary  rent  to  the  king  and  earl  as 
(Ike  Ind)  sf  oAcr  b«fiSiMb'« 
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Robert  de  Rodelent,  among  other  donations,  to  the  abbey 
of  St.  Ebmlf,  of  Utica  in  Normandy  ;*  the  monks  of 
which)  after  several  intermediate  arrangements,  finally 
abandoned  their  claim,  and  surrendered  the  rectory  to 
the  aU>ey  of  St.  Werburgh.  St.  Peter's  is  omitted  in  the 
ecclesiastical  taxation  in  1291. 

After  the  dissolution,  the  patronage  was  given  by 
charter  to  the  dean  and  chapter.  In  the  time  of  bishop 
Bridgeman  it  was  vested  in  the  crown ;  at  present  the 
minister  is  licensed  as  a  perpetual  curate, '  and  the  pa- 
troYiage  belongs  to  the  bishop.  The  living  is  now  con- 
sidered only  an  augmented  curacy.  The  yearly  value  of 
augmentation,  rent  charge,  legacies,  pews,  and  surplice 
fees,  was  stated  to  be  92^,  I8s.  4d.  in  the  returos  to  the 
governors  of  Queeu  Antie^s  bounty,  made'  by  the  bishop 
of  Chester. 

The  church  stands  in  the  north-west  angle  of  the 
four  principal  streets.  The  interior  consists  of  a  nave 
with  side  aisles,  divided  from  each  other  by  three  pointed 
arches,  and  a  third  side  aisle  on  each  side,  which  appears 
to  have  been  added  to  the  others.  The  span  of  the  arches, 
and  the  height  of  the  building,  are  very  disproportionate 
to  the  present  size  of  the  interior,  and  give  it  the  appear- 
ance of  being  the  fragment  of  a  larger  structure.  The 
belfrey  tower  is  at  the  west  end  of  the  original  middle 
aisle.  The  wood-cut  standing  at  the  head  of  this  article 
is  a  fac-simile  of  a  drawing  by  one  of  the  Randal  Holmes 
(Harl.  MSS.  20^3),  taken  after  the  siege  of  Chester,  and 
exhibits  the  spire,  built  in  1580,  which  was  taken  down 
about  1780.  On  the  steps  is  represented  the  pedestal  of 
the  ancient  high  cross,t  and  on  the  right  the  old  Pentice, 

*  In  the  chatter  of  oonfiniMktion  of  aU  the  laacls  giten  unto  the  abbey 
of 'Utica  by  many  noblemen  in  England,  made  by  Wifllam  theconiiueAr 
anno  1081^  we  read  among  other  things  dins  s— Robertus  verd  de  Roddento, 
prsfiito  Hugone  Gestrensi  oomite  domino  ano  ooncedente  dedit  sancto 
£brtilA>  cherehebiam  eikn  duaboa  eodMlia ;  tinam'aciliok  qua  in  ipsi  TilU 
eat,  et  aliampvopj^  {Uammanerlitm  in  inaulft  maila :  et  ecderiam  Sancd  Petri 
apostoU  et  quiequid  ad  earn  pertinebat)  in  CSestrenri  ttibe. 

f  See  yoL  i.  page  4O0» 
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corresponding  precisely  with  tlie  descriptioti  given  by 
Smith  in  the  Vale  Royal.*  Before  thetaking  down  of  the 
old  Pentice,  in  ISOS,  the  flight  of  steps  leading  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  church  were  immediately  in  front  of  the  door, 
and  the  parsonage-house  over  them ;  but,  when  the  altera- 
tion took  place,  they  were  turned  to  the  side  of  the  church. 
In  1787>  the  south  side  of  the  church  was  re-cased 
with  stone ;  in  1813,  the  steeple  also  was  recased,  and  a 
new  clock  placed  in  it.  The  entire  body  of  the  church 
was  new  pewed  in  1814-15.  In  the  steeple  are  eight  bells, 
of  which  six  are  a  peal,  cast  in  1709 ;  on  the  treble  are  cast 
these  words,  "  When  you  ring,  Til  sing."  The  Pentice 
bell  was  cast  as  early  as  1589,  and  was  originally  used  for 
the  purpose  of  summoning  the  magistrates;  it  is  now 
rung  on  corporate  court  days  only.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1818,  Sunday  evening  lectures  were  established 
in  this  church,  under  the  patronage  of  Bishop  Law,  where 
divine  service  is  regularly  performed  by  a  clergyman, 
whose  stipend,  with  all  attendant  expences,  are  defrayed 
by  annual  subscriptions,  and  collections  made  quarterly 
in  the  church.  In  the  month  of  October  in  the  same 
year,  the  church  was  first  lighted  with  gas. 


VICARS  OF  ST.  PETER'S. 


JPremnied,  Viean, 

1300  RobertuB  de  JUaccletfidd. 
1300  Thomas  Abbesbuiy. 
1310  Guido  de  Newton. 
1313  Rogerus  de  Cheyne. 


Preiented.  Vieart, 

1320  D'nus  Jo.  de  Marthall. 

1349  Robertus  de  Berrington. 

1350  RicarduB  de  Bredon. 
1378  Johanneg  de  Halghton. 


*  The  sketch  of  this  church,  as  well  as  of  the  B're  that  foUow,  are 
copied  from  the  great  work  of  Mr.  Ormerod.  They  are  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  the  difference  between  those  structures  at  the  time 
they  were  taken,  from  what  they  are  at  the  present  day.  The  churches  of 
St.  Oswald's,  St  John's,  and  St.  Mary's,  retain  the  external  fonn  they  have 
had  from  a  distant  period,  and  I  have  met  with  no  sketches  of  them  in  any 
other.  In  a  MS.  volume,  part  of  the  collections  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas 
Crane,  I  observe,  hoVrever,  the  foUowmg  note  in  reference  to  St.  John's. — "  I 
have  seen  adnwing  of  St.  John's  ehurch,  in  its  perfect  state  ;  it  was  oiigi* 
nallybuiUintbefotmofacross.    T.C." 
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Fi0ari»  Prumitd*       Fteort. 

1405  JcduumaideCritieiiale.  1511  Thmnas  Baxter* 

Henricnt  Hey.  Wfl^am  Orton. 

1443  Rogems  Aaser.  1670  Edwud  RftwUat. 

1464  JaodbnsStanlef.  1673  WflUam  Doringtan. 

1466  TlKniM  Bolton.  1501  WflUain  ChiBwidu 

Robert  Becaana.  1624  WiUiam  Cue,  H.A. 

1504  John  NieholMm.  1637  James  Rutfaerfoid,  M.A. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  given  the  names  of  the 
ministers  of  this  church,  from  the  year  1627,  with  the 
time  of  their  appointment,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
collect  the  information  with  accuracy.  The  first  nomi- 
nation that  can  be  found  in  the  registry  office,  of  perpetual 
curates  to  St.  Peter's  church,  is  that  of  the  Rev.  Peter 
Newton,  but  it  is  without  date ;  it  is  presented  by  the 
churchwardens  and  parishioners  to  Nicholas,  the  then 
bishop  of  Chester,  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  William 
Thompson,  the  late  miilister.  There  is  also  a  stipendiary 
curate's  nomination,  dated  17^1,  by  the  Rev,  Robert 
Fogg,  perpetual  curate  thereof,  but  it  does  not  appear 
when  the  said  Robert  Fogg  was  licensed.  On  the  22nd 
September,  1771,  the  Rev.  John  Baldwin,  nominated  bis 
son  John  Baldwin  to  the  stipendiary  curacy ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  when  Mr.  B.  sen.  was  licensed.  On  the  10th 
February,  1776,  the  said  John  Baldwin,  sen.  resigned  his 
curacy,  and  on  the  2(Hh  day  of  February,  in  the  same 
year,  the  Rev.  Rigby  Baldwin  was  licensed  thereto.  On 
the  14th  of  May,  1794^  the  said  Rigby  Baldwin  (then 
called  Rigbye  Rigbye)  resigned,  and  on  the  28th  May,  in 
the  same  year,  the  Rev.  John  Baldwin  was  licensed 
thereto.  The  Rev.  John  Halton  (the  present  incumbent) 
was  licensed  to  the  said  perpetual  curacy  on  the  24th 
July,  1815. 

Population  of  this  parish  according  to  the  last  census, 
1016.— The  registers  of  this  parish  commence,  baptisms, 
in  1588 ;  marriages  and  burials,  in  1559.  They  consist 
of  four  folio  volumes,  in  general  of  fair  legible  writing  on 
parchment,  and  in  excellent  condition,  having  been  lately 
uniformly  rebound  in  rough  calf,  and  their  contents  let- 
tered on  the  back  of  each.    The  chasms  in  the  registers 


are  as  foltow  : — Baptisms^  from  1598  ta  1608. — Mar- 
riages,  from  1595  to  1607;  from  1619  to  1626;  from 
1743  to  17&4.^Bmials,  from  1596  to  1607 ;  from  1609 
to  1616. 


MONUMENTS  IN  ST.  PETERS  CHtJRCM. 

On  a  large  mural  monument  fixed  in  the  gallery,  against  the  north  wall : 
.^.^^This  marble,  conjugal  afiection  and  final  piety  have  erected  to  the 
memory  of  Henry  Bennet,  esq.  a  citizen  who  did  honour  to  this  city ;  a  mer- 
chant who  improved  and  extended  its  commerce,  a  magistrate  who  ruled  it 
with  dignity  and  justice ;  a  loyef  of  his  country,  a  friend  to  mankind,  and  <lf 
his  God  a  servant  zealous  with  knowledge.  His  life  was  such  continued  hap- 
piness to  those  whom  God  and  nature  taught  him  most  to  love,  that  hia  death, 
which  happened  on  the  26th  of  Nov.  1747,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age,  becan« 
their  greatest  and  most  lasting  affection.*' 

On  a  tablet  behind  the  pulpit: — *<  Quisquis  htsc  sdas   erne 

Thomam  Cowpcr. . .  .civem  Oestrensem,  qui  dum  vixit,  vlxit  bonus  civii, 
paterfamilias  firugi,  amicis  utilis,  cognatis  benignus,  simul  temptrans,  Justus, 
leligiostts,  misericors,  quodque  scire  etiam  te  volo,  duobns  quos  rellquit  fillia 
et  vivus  et  moriens  optime  prospexlt  e  quibus  natu  major,  hoc  quod  videa 
marmor,  pietatis  ergo,  extrui  curavlt  Obiit  27*  die  Novcmbrft,  ann* 
MDcxcT.  statis  sus  71®.**  Over  it  are  the  arms  of  Cowper,  of  Ovwlegh, 
and  underneath,  the  same  with  three  quarterings.  Underneath  these  tons  t— 
"•  Thomas  dneribus  miscentur  Elizabeths,  conjugis  diazissunse,  vidu» 
moetissimse  Johannis  Baskerville  de  Withington  arm.  fili»,  et  BrltODum  et 
Normannorum  principibus  oriunds.  Pia  benefica  vixit,  bonis  ftebtUs  oceidit, 
X  Dec  an.  Christi  I7I6,  stat  73^  W.  C.  nepos,  aim.  hoc  posttii.** 

Cloae  to  this  monument  is  a  wooden  tablet,  inscribed  i^**  Here  lyeth  the 
bodyes  of  Thomas  Cowper  of  ys  dtty,  esquier,  alderman  and  justice  of  peaee, 
maior  1641 ;  he  died  19th  day  of  July,  1671,  aged  76  yca»  ?  "od  alwe  rf 
eathcrine  his  wifie,  dau|^ter  of  Thomas  Throppe  of  the  saida  dtty  of  CheBter* 
alderman  and  justice  of  peace.  She  died  29th  May,  1672,  aged  72  yeazes. 
They  had  yssue  five  son'es  and  two  daughters,  of  whidi  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  survived  them.** 

Attached  to  the  adjoining  pillar,  is  the  memorial  of  Humphrey  P*8^ 
gent,  alderman,  who  died  AprU  31,  1711,  aged  &i,  leaving  isMie  two  sons 
and  five  daughters. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  same  colunm,  a  marble  monument,  inscribed : 
— **  Near  unto  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Edward  Bradshaw,  esqnke,  who 
by  hit  first  wife  Susanna,  daughter  and  heir  of  Christopher  Bleas,  of  thia 
dty,  alderman,  had  twelve  children,  and  by  hit  second  wifb  M^,  ^^9<^^t 
of  Mr.  Christopher  Love,  had  seven  children :  he  was  exeinpUffy  ^r  his 
piety  and  charity  when  living,  and  departed  this  Ufe  the  31st  of  October, 
1671,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age,  leaving  five  of  his  children  yet  aliye,  to 
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fontfaitte  wlioie  nwinory,  hit  fon  and  hdr,  Sir  Jmdm  Bndihftw,  of  nrbyv> 
in  the  CMt  rideing  of  the  oonDty  of  York,  hai  erect  thii  mooument." 

Against  the  next  pillar,  in  the  middle  of  the  dmrdi,  a  marble  monument 
inaeribed  :^<'  On  the  north-weat  aide  of  tfaia  pillar  Ilea  the  body  of  Mra. 
Urattla  Biadahaw,  youngeat  daughter  of  Sir  Jamea  Bradahaw,  kt.  and  of  iiia- 
lady,  who  waa  adle  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  EUerker,  of  Kirby,  in  the 
county  of  York,  eaq.  She  died  at  Cheater,  ISA  September,  1731,  0tat.  43, 
and  deairing  to  be  buiied  near  her  grandfather,  her  affectionate  brother,  Eller- 
ker  Bradaliaw,  eaq.  in  memory  of  her  many  Tirtuea,  erected  thn  monument." 

Againat  the  same  pillar  ia  a  memorial  of  Alary,  daughter  and  oo-heireaa 
of  Rahdle  Leech,  merdiant,  sheriff  of  Cheater,  and  late  wife  of  Robert  Ince,. 
draper,  who  died  July  27,  1613,  leaving  five  aons  and  one  daughter. 

Near  thia  are  memoiiala  of  Thomaa  Tylston,  M.D.  died  Jan.  9, 1740, 
and  John  Tylston,  SI.D.  his  son,  who  died  June  22, 1760. 

In  a  vault  cm  the  south  side  of  the  communion  table,  were  interred  in 
1302,  the  remains  of  the  Rev.  William  Massey,  of  St.  John's  cburch-yard  ; 
and  in  1304,  those  of  Elizabeth,  his  relict  Also  four  children  who  died 
in  their  in&ncy. 

Against  the  east  wall,  on  the  north  side  of  the  altar,  ia  a  monument, 
decorated  with  a  bust  of  the  debased,  with  an  inscription  aa  follows  :— 
**  Prstor  fuit  anno  verbi  ineamati  mdlxzxviix.  Oulielmo  Wall,  honeatia 
penatibua  Helabeii,  FrodshamisB,  nato  hujus  urbis  olim  pratori,  ordinisq ; 
senatorii,  viro  gmvi  et  moribua  auavissimis,  optimorum  comiti,  et  omnibus 
comi :  in  ae  potius  quam  sui  paroo,  in  publicum  liberali,  in  paupetia  prodigo, 
virtutum  ejus  memor  memoriaeq.  cultor  posuit.*' 

Affixed  to  the  north  side  of  the  church  is  a  handsome  monument  of 
white  and  grey  marble,  to  the  memory  of  Oeorge  Henry  Johnson,  with  the 
following  de^t  Latin  inscription,  by  Dr.  Butler,  of  Shrewsbury  ^— *<  ML 
S.  E.->G^eoTgittS  Henricus  Joseph!  F.  Johnson,  qui  benignam  ingenii 
venam  a  naturiL  sibi  ooncessam^  optlmia  studiis  ezccdebat^  in  Uteris  Oreds 
atque  Latinia  plnrimum  profecerat,  neque  erat  in  Geometria  rudis,  nihil  erat 
in  eo  fictam,  aut  aimulatum,  nihil  incondnnam,  aut  lene,  sed^honeata  onmia, 
aed  decora,  aed  proba,  itaque  patri  pietate,  prsBceptoribua  diligentia,  condiad- 
pulia  morum  facilitate,' atque  ionocentia,  coeteris  omnibus  comitate  atque  mo- 
destill  se  oommendavit,  sed  his  animi  virtutibus  vires  corpotis  non  responde- 
bant,  visit  annis  zvL  mensibus  z.  diebus  iz.  decessit  in  regia  scfaola  Salopiensi, 
Till.  id.  Nov.  AJS.  MDCCCXTiii.  Filio  Optimo  dfsideratisaimo  pater 
superstes.  H.M.P.C. 

[This  youth  is  intened  in  a  vault  under  the  monument ;  where  his 
father,  Joaej^  Johnson,  and  his  grandfather,  John  Johnson,  wine  merchanta» 
And  aevcnl  otbff  memben  of  the  same  fiMoaily,  are  alao  inteized.] 
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TriniU/  Church. 


THE  HOLY  AND  UNDIVIDED  TRtNITT. 

The  advowaon  of  the  rectory  ofTrinity  was  originally 
an  appendage  of  the  barony  of  Montalt^  and  passed  with 
that  Iwrony,  Buccessively,  to  the  crown,  the  earls  of 
Salisbury,  and  the  Stanleys  Of  Lathom,  and  continuing 
vested  in  the  &mily  last-mentioned,  after  their  loss  of  the 
barony  of  Montalt,  is  now  the  property  of  their  represen- 
tative, the  earl  of  Derby.    The  earliest  notice*  of  it  T^ch 

■  The  following  note,  In  i«fi)Knc«  to  thU  cimidi,  ocean  In  th«  Cime 
MS.  collectioni,  bnt  on  wlut  lutliority  the  infbnnitlon  rest*,  I  Imow  not  i— 
"  The  north  dumcel,  MKDmonlr  e^Ied  St.  Fitik'i  He,  I«  uld  to  l»T*  ben 
built  bf  UMkimcD,  llTing  in  htwaJma." 
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has  occurred,  is  in  a  charter  relating  to  Rostherne  churdi 
anterior  to  1188,  wbidi  is  witnessed  among  others  by 
William  de  Montalt,  and  ^'  Waltero  ecclesi8e  sancta  Trial- 
tatis  presbytero/' 

Trinity  church  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Water- 
gate-street, adjoining  the  custom-house;  it  is  chiefly  built 
of  the  red  sand  stone  of  the  city  ;*  the  north  wall  of  the 
north  aisle  is  £ased  with  brick.    Id  the  early  part  of  the 


**  Of  thU  stone  our  drardies,  and  aU  the  old  public  buOdings  In  the  city 
were  constructed ;  most,  if  not  aU  of  it  being  probably  dug  firom  an  ancient 
quany,  near  the  Northgate,  where  the  «anal  now  ntns.  The  flagging  fyt 
the  path- way  round  the  walls  is  of  this  material;  where  may  be  frequently 
aeen,  on  the  flags  that  have  been  a  good  deal  won,  a  hard  black  substance, 
resembling  ironstone,  rising  above  the  surface,  and  sometimes  branching 
into  fantastic  shapes.  A  very^  short  time  ainoe,  a  gentleman  of  this  city 
<A>served  one  of  these  flags  on  the  western  side  of  our  walls,  in  which  this 
hard  substance  had  branched  out  into  the  form  of  a  thiitU^  of  which  it  had 
an  exact  resemblance.  He  had  the  curiosity  to  have  it  taken  up,  and  another 
placed  in  its  room ;  and  on  its  being  submitted  to  a  scientific  and  eminent 
mineralogist,  he  delivered  the  following  opinion:— *< The  stone  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  new  red  sand  stone,  a  formation  which  extends  from  the 
louthi.east  of  Devonshire  to  the  Bristol  duomel ;  and  from  the  banks  of  tlie 
fievem  through  the  heart  of  England;  tenninatiog  in  the  valley  of  &e  river 
Tees,  in  the  plain  between  YorksUre  and  Duduon.  It  presents  exactly  the 
•ame  character  in  the  plain  of  Carlisle,  and  in  the  southcn  part  of  Dumfriae^ 
«hire.  It  very  rarely  oontaina  organic  remains,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Uack  i>eiifrtfi0  ioa^raskm  Is  organic  I  am,  however,  not  able  to  decide 
positively  whether  it  is  or  not  Between  the  slabs  of  this  kind  of  red  stone, 
there  is  often  a  coating  of  black  ozyd  of  iron.  This  oxyd,  from  interrupted 
^luystalisation,  forms  beautiful  dentritic  markings,  of  which  this  is  a  very  fine 
•pedmen."i^t  may  be  well  to  observe  that  the  learned  were  not  Aware,  as 
Appears  i^om  the  above  note,  that  this  description  of  stone  had  been  noticed 
in  this  district.  This  may  give  rise  to  an  interesting  inquiry  on  this  subject 
inongst  die  men  of  science  in  this  city..«.Within  the  last  twen^  yeMS*  the 
¥arhMr§  fagi  have  been^ery  generally  introdooed  into  t^  <%,  and  witfa 
tbese  the  walkli^  path  of  the  walk  JVPe  now  a^aired.  The  durahiUty  of  tfaia 
Jtone,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  Chester  material,  in  connection  with 
^e  cheapness  and  facility  of  conveyance  by  inland  navigation,  will  in  all 
-piobabllity  very  soon  command  a  preference  to  any  other,  at  least  fat  general 
ypoiis.  A  straaget  grafting  the  streets  afOiesta  would  oondade»  dial 
4hft  artiele  of  flags  Is  very  scarce  in  the  dty,  as  a  very  small  portion  of  it  can 
hout  of  a  walking  path  of  these  materials.  If  our  police  commissioners 
•honld  ever  be  rich  enough,  ihey  would  confer  a  gratifying  boon  oBttiw  dtl- 
«nt,  and  tspedsJly  on  a  groupe  of  gouty  invalids,  by  taking  up  the  ahaqp* 
«toned  pavement  on  .the  side  walks,  and  providing  a  more  easy  accammodatioB 
for  Und$rfui, 
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17th  century,  the  church  was  oraamentedl  with  a  beauti- 
fill  spire,  a  representation  of  which  is  given  above,  from 
a  drawing  of  one  of  the  Randal  Holmes.  From  its  ex- 
posed situation,  however,  and  the  perishable  quality  of 
the  stone,  it  required  frequent  reparation  i  and  in  addic- 
tion to  these  causes  of  natural  decay,  the  upper  part 
suffered  much  in  1769  and  1770,  from  severe  storms;  it 
is  stated  to  have  been  thrice  rebuilt  within  eight  years. 

Early  in  the  year  1811,  some  serious  apprehensions 
were  entertained  for  the  safety  of  the  spire,  which  bad 
probably  been  rendered  more  sensitive,  from  the  fatal  ac- 
cident which  had  a  little  before  happened  to  St.  Nicholas's 
spire  at  Liverpool,  by  which  a  great  number  of  people 
lost  their  lives.  The  late  Thomas  Harrison,  £sq.  was 
therefore  employed  to  survey  it,  and  in  consequence  of 
his  report,*  it  was  taken  down  without  the  least  accident 

*  I  caDnot  deny  myself  the  gntificatioii  of  giving  &e  whole  of  thii 
report,  not  only  on  account  of  its  application  to  this  stracture,  but  because  of 
the  scientific  •bservations  it  contains  by  this  distipguished  atchiteet,  on  all 
timilar  edifices :— .^^  Having  attentively  examined  the  inside  of  the  spira,  to 
within  a  few  yaids  of  the  top,  and  viewed  it  without  from  difeent  sitoatioiis 
most  convenient  for  the  puipose,  there  appears  a  material  defect  in  its  original 
construction  ;  the  upright  or  perpendicular  joints  of  the  stones  or  ashlars,  not 
behig  iyed  in  a  workman-like  manner,  or  alternately  crossing  over  each  other 
sufficiently  to  bind  the  diflferent  courses  properly  together,  which  is  nocessary 
in  aU  kinds  of  masonry,  but  more  especially  in  a  spfaw.  This  defect  has 
occasioned  the  joints  to  open  more  than  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  and 
in  time  would  be  the  principal  cause  of  the  destraction  of  the  spire,  whidi 
would  be  hastened  by  the  tender  and  perishable  nature  of  the  stone  of  which 
it  is  built,  it  being  already,  in  several  parts,  in  a  state  of  considerable  decay* 
The  mortar,  in  a  number  of  the  joints,  has  perished,  or  been  worked  out  by 
the  vibration  of  the  qiire,  and  they  are  therefore  now  so  open,  that  the  super- 
incumbent weight  rests  only  upon  part  of  the  surfiue  of  many  of  the  horiaontal 
joints.  The  upper  part  of  the  spire,  which  was  rebuilt  some  yean  shies, 
impears,  within,  to  have  been  very  carelessly  and  improperly  executed;  die 
joints,  in  genoal,  having  been  left  .open,  and  others  only  made  up  with  soudt 
aad  very  insRfficieot  stones*  From  an  observatioa  made  with  a  plum»line, 
the  oppcr  part  of  the  spire  appears  to  be  aboutsixinches  out  of  psrpendiwikr, 
loaning  toward*  the  aoutk-west.  The  lower  part  of  the  spire,  and  about  the 
eoand-hole^  appear  to  have  been  bttUt  with  a  eoaiser  and  mete  pedahaUo 
slone  Uian  that  vhichhas  been  generally  used  abovei  the  johits  and fims  of 
4ie  atooo  being  so  much  decajjed,  that,  U  iMupposed,  twoorthase  inches  fiont 
theaarfiwe  of  eevealof  them  have  perished  and  fsUen  off  In  this  pott,  wUcb 
has  not  been  odghiaUy  morethan  tea  inches  is  tUckniis*    The  ceaNnntiwi 
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The  stones  which  formed  the  summit  of  the  spire,  caHed 
the  Rose,  were  placed  by  Dr.  Thackeray,  in  the  infirmary 
garden,  as  a  pedestal  for  a  basaltic  column,  from  the 
Giant's  Causeway."*  The  east  end  and  south  side  of  this 
church,  with  the  pillars  and  arches,  being  in  a  ruinous 

<»f  the  anglei  adjeining  to  the  sound-holes  to  impxoper,  from  befag  done  with 
itone  of  too  small  dimensions,  insufficiently  bound  or  tjed,  and  therefine  gives 
a  weakness  to  this  part ;  which,  with  the  present  decayed  state  of  the  stone 
In  several  of  them,  constitutes  Uie  greatest  defect  and  danger  of  the  spire. 
AH  baildings  must  have  a  period  of  decay  and  failure,  acoording  to  their 
•Itnation,  oonstroetion,  and  the  quality  of  the  materials  of  which  they  ate 
built:  and  although  it  may  be  possible  with  great  care  and  trouble,  but 
perhaps  with  some  danger,  to  repair  this  spire,  so  that  it  might  stand  a 
number  of  years,  yet  I  consider,  that,  from  its  original  defects,  and  present 
state  of  decay,  no  repairs  wiU  render  it  so  strong  or  secure,  as  erections  of  this 
kind  ought  to  be.  All  qiires  beiqg  more  or  less  in  danger  from  their  great 
altitade,  compared  with  the  siie  of  their  bases,  and  the  stone,  to  prevent 
loading  the  towers  too 'much,  necessarily  thin ;  and  as  they  are  exposed  to  all 
vicissitudes  of  weather,  they  ought  always  to  be  judiciously  constructed  of 
stone  the  least  liable  to  decay,  and  the  masonry  weQ  executed.  In  a  qiire 
like  this,  where  these  essential  requisites  have  not  been  observed,  and  when 
the  stone  is,  in  several  parts,  firom  age  to  age,  in  a  considerable  and  progrea- 
Sive  stete  of  decay ;  any  reparation  might  give  «n  appearance  of  safety,  with- 
out dftctually  removing  real  danger.  I  am,  thenftne,  alUr  dnooomidetaillon, 
of  opinion,  that  the  most  adviseable  measure  would  be,  as  soon  as  eoorenlent, 
to  take  it  down  «ntirely. 

*  This  basaltic  column  has  a  peculiar  daim  upon  the  attention  of  the 
curious.  A  pentagon  joint,  as  seen  in  the  infirmary  garden,  and  taken  irorn 
one  of  the  most  perfect  pillars,  has  'five  plain,  and  twelve  curve  surfaces ; 
they  have  their  insides  sloped  away  in  an  hyperbdHc  curve,  and  the  grooves 
in  the  lower  part  of  each  joint  adapted  to  receive  these,  with  similar  curvature, 
added  to  the  former,  make  twioe  as  many  curve  surfiices  as  the  figure  has 
angles.  The  most  remarkable  property  of  Basaltes,  is  its  figure  being  never 
foun^  in  strata  like  other  marbles,  but  always  standing  up  in  the  form  of 
regular  angular  columns,  composed  of  a  number  of  joints,  one  placed  upon 
and  nicely  fitted  to  another,  some  square,  others  pentagonal,  hexagonal, 
heptagonal,  or  octagonal,  as  if  formed  by  the  hands  of  a  skilful  workman. 
The  noblest  store  in  the  world  seems  to  be  that  called  Grant's  Causeway  in 
Irehmd,  and  Stafia,  one  of  the  western  isles  of  Scotland.  In  Ireland  the 
Basaltes  rises  hx  up  the  country,  runs  into  the  sea,  croeses  at  the  bottom, 
and  rises  again  on  the  opposite  land.  In  Stafik  the  whole  end  of  the  island 
is  supported  by  natural  ranges  of  pillars,  tooafHj  above  Mty  feet  high,  standing 
in  natural  colonades,  according  as  the  bays  and  pointt  of  land  bave  fbrmed 
themselves,  upon  a  firm  basis  of  solid  unformed  rocks.  At  Fairhead  (north 
of  Irdand)  die  pfllan  are  of  a  gigsntlc  magnitude,  sumetlmes  exeeeding  five 
feet  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred  in  length.'* 
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State,  were  rebuilt  from  the  foundation  in  1679.  In 
1 771 9  the  church^yard  was  enlarged  from  land  ceded  by 
the  rector  to  the  parish^  for  which  it  was  to  pay  him  and 
his  successors  41.  a  year  for  ever.  In  1774,  the  church 
was  enlarged  out  of  the  church-yard,  50  feet  in  length 
from  St.  Patrick's  aisle,  and  28  feet  in  width  from  south 
to  north,  at  an  expence  excfeeding  500/.  In  1734,  it  was 
decreed,  that  the  four  bells,  being  cracked  and  broken, 
should  be  re-cast,  and  two  new  ones  added  to  the  peal ; 
in  1736,  the  six  new  bells,  cast  by  Rudhall,  of  Gloucester, 
were  placed  in  the  steeple.  The  burying  ground  adjoili* 
ing  the  church,  having  been  long  extremely  crowded 
with  bodies,  and  inadequate  to  ^be  use  of  the  parish,  a 
fresh  piece  of  ground,  north  of  the  Linen-hall,  and  east 
of  the  city  jail  was  purchased  iji  1809,  and  consecrated 
Sept.  22,  1810;  the  total  expence,  including  chapel, 
railing,  &c.  was  about  1000/.  The  interior  of  this  church 
is  kept  in  remarkably  good  order,  every  part  of  it  pre- 
senting an  appearance  of  beauty  and  cleanliness.  There 
are  two  good  galleries,  one  of  them  erected  so  late  as  the 
year  1826,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is  appropriated 
to  the  children  of  the  parochial  sabbath  school.  Within 
this  parish  is  situated  the  Roodeye,  where  the  city  races 
are  annually  held;  it  is  tithe  free,  but  the  parish  rec- 
tor is  allowed  the  pasturage  of  one  horse.  Certified 
value  of  the  living  33/.  1 U.  lOd.  Present  rector,  the 
Rev.  F.  Ayckbowm* 

By  the  census  of  1821,  the  parish  contains  3036 
inhabitants.  The  registers,  written  on  parchment,  con- 
tained in  four  volumes  bound  in  calf,  and  in  good  condi- 
tion^ commence  in  the  year  1656 ;  and  are  continued  to 
the  present  time,  with  but  little  interruption. 


RECTORS  OF  TRINITY. 

U88  W«ltinii»  ptaibjiK.  1320  Rohertus  de  Waterford. 

Alezjmcler  le  BelL  1349  Joh«inef  de  Fretton, 


96                           HISTORY  or  GHBSmiR. 

1960  Ricaidai  d«  Peoketlu  1663  ThomM  TadgylL 

1378  Johumes  de  Middton.  John  Blacon. 

Thooiai  SlyntlialL  1580  Henry  Berke. 

1304  JobMUMs  EidistoB.  1013  Sanmel  Hukiiuoik 

1405  WUL  de  Newhalgh.  1615  Eteund  HoyirDMU 

1463  Johannes  CroH.  Christopker  SudelL 

1468  Rogenu  Cottingham.  1735  William  Smith,  A.B. 

1481  Henricaa  Reynfordi.  1766  William  Smhh,  D.0. 

1605  Riehaid  Smith.  I78O  James  Stones. 

1507  Robert  Cawlej.  1786  Thomas  Haddock,  A.B, 

1612  Thomas  PowelL  1806  Thomas  Haddock,  A.M. 

Thomas  Bradshaw.  1825  Frederick  Ayckbowm. 
1051  Ralph  Stopfoid. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  first  came  into  the 
family  of  the  Earl  of  Derby  in  the  year  1405. 


MONUMENTS  IN  TRINITY  CHURCH. 

At  the  end  of  the  sonth  aisle,  aM  the  monmnents  of  Heniy  and  Edwaid 
Gee,  oyer  which  is  the  following  inscription  :-.- 

<^  Dame  Elizabeth  heare  Intened  is, 

That  ladie  was  of  late 
To  Calverley,  kt  bnt  first  espoused 

To  Henry  (}ee,  her  mate^ 
Who  mled  heare  a  patnm  rare 

As  dttle  well  can  shewe, 
Thus  she  in  worship  run  her  race. 

And  still  in  verttie  grewck" 

Near  to  the  above  is  a  huge  marble  moovraent,  in  memory  of  Job» 
Haiawaring,  of  Wmbwy^  of  Oie  Baddiley  fiunfly,  andstowxd  to  UkA 
Weymouth.    Obiit  Harch  2,  1729,  aged  84. 

Adjacent,  a  brass  plate,  in  memory  <rf  Peter  Drinkwater,  alderman, 
(ObUt  July  18,  1631)  and  Sarah  his  wife  (Obiit  January  5, 1646.) 

Opposite  theise  is  a  very  large  monument,  with  a  long  and  pompous 
memorial  of  William  AUen,  merchant,  and  alderman  of  Chester,  mayor  1697, 
died  July  I7O8,  aged  67. 

Near  the  east  door,  adjoining  the  monument  of  the  Aliens,  was  formerly 
an  ancient  tomb  of  the  Whitmores,  with  an  cfligy  in  mail,  of  white  marble, 
with  the  family  arms  on  the  shield ;  it  is  mentioned  in  King's  Vale  Royal, 
p.  84,  but  even  at  that  time  (1620)  the  monumental  inscription  was  utterly 
exthiguished.  The  original  hiscviption  was  as  follows  :—**  Hie  jAcet  Jo- 
hannes de  Whitmore,  obiit  3  kal.  Octob.  m cccLzixiv.*'    He  was  mayor  of 
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Chetter,  in  1372—- This  figuie  was  removed  in  ooinequence  of  loine  alteta« 
tions,  and  depoaited  in  a  vault  under  the  seat  now  occupied  by  Dr. 
Tliackeray. 

At  the  altar,  a  tablet— ^<  Here  lyeih  the  bodyes  of  Martha,  fourth  daugfa« 
ter  of  Philip  Chetwood,  of  Oakley,  by  Esther  his  wife,  daughter  to  William 
Tuchett,  of  WhiUey,  who  died  17th  of  May,  1681,  aged  41  years ;  and 
Eleanor,  second  daughter  of  the  said  Philip  Chetwood*  She  died  16th 
March,  1682,  aged  12  years.*' 

Above  this :— '*  Here  lieth  interred  the  remains  of  Martha  Meredith, 
spinster,  sister  of  Sir  William  Meredith,  of  Henbury,  in  this  county,  hart, 
who  died  in  this  dty  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1788,  aged  64  years. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  altar,  a  memorial  of  *'  Sir  Herbert  Whalley, 
knt.  who  was  bom  at  Ringmore,  in  Sussex,  and  died  of  a  fever  at  Chester, 
May  6, 1689.'* 

Near  to  this  a  marble  tablet,  inseiibed  :— *«  P.M.S.  Thom«  Ravenscroft 
nnper  de  Pickhill,  in  agro  Denbighensi,  armigeri,  ex  anti^ua  Ravenscroft  de 
Bretton  in  com.  Flint,  prosapiiL  orti:  MargaretsB  uxoris  ejus  fidelis&inue, 
d'ni  Thomas  Williams  nuper  de  VaynaU,  in  comitatu  Carnarvon,  bar'ti  filiss: 
qui  cum  quadraginta  annos  sum's  cum  felicitate  amantissime  oonvixerunt, 
et  ad  84  letatis  annum  respective  provecti  pientissimi  obierunt,  ille  ISmo. 
die  mensis  Februarii,  1681,  ilk  23f>.  Octobris,  1683:  in  quorum  piam 
memoclam  eorum  filia  moestissixna  et  executrix  Dorothea  Ravenscroft,  pie  hoe 
monumentum  posuit." 

Under  this,  on  a  plahi  marble  tablet :— <<  Near  this  place  resteth  in  hope 
of  a  joyful  resurrection  to  eternal  Ufe^  the  body  of  the  Rev.  James  Stones, 
A.M.  late  rector  of  this  parish.  He  died  the  23rd  day  of  May,  m  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1786,  aged  68. 

On  a  brass  plate  fixed  under  the  creed  within  the  communion  rails,  ia 
the  following  memorial  to  the  memory  of  Matthew  Henry,  the  celebrated 
Presbyterian  divine,  and  his  wife : — <'  Mortalitatis  exuviae  hie  juxU  deposuit 
Katharina  Henry,  filia  unica  Samuelis  Hardware  armigeri,  Conjux  admodum 
dilecu  Matthaei  Henry  S.S.  Evangelii  ministri,  quae  primopartu  (filiolft 
superstite)  variolis  extincta  ad  patriam  migravit,  14*>  die  Februarii,  1688-9, 
anno  setat.  25.  Posuit  in  lachrymis  viduatus  conjux. — Idem  Mattbaeus 
Henry  pietatis  et  ministerii  ofilciis  strenue  perfunctus,  per  labores,  S.S.  Uteris 
sorutandis  et  explicandis  impensos  confectum  corpus  huic  dormitorio  commisit 
22ndo  die  Jnnii,  1714,  anno  sBtat.  62 ;  susceptis  ex  Marift,  Robert!  War- 
burton,  armigeri,  filil^  mooente  jam  vidua,  unico  filio  et  quinque  filiabua 
superstitibus." 

A  memorial  on  the  south  side  of  the  altar  :^<'  At  the  foot  of  this  pillar 
on  the  chancell  side  is  interred  the  body  of  William  Ince,  late  alderman  and 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  dtey,  was  maior  ano.  1662 ;  he  was  one  of  the 
bnrjeses  in  parliament  for  this  dtey ;  he  died  the  27th  of  January,  ano. 
1678 :  had  issue  only  by  his  second  wife,  Anne,  daughterof  Thomas  Thropp, 
alderman  and  justice  of  the  peace.  She  was  mterred  in  the  same  ano.  1644. 
Two  SODS  survived  their  fkther,  WilUam  thft  eldest,  and  Robert  the  fourth. 
William  Inccy  alderman  and  justice  of  peace  of  this  dtey,  was  maior  ano. 
W7. 

FaroeU,  the  poet  (archdeacon  of  Cloghcr)  wasintirred  in  thisdraiGh^ 
•stobff  84th,  1718. 

you  II.    M 
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In  other  pMts  of  the  stractnw,  then  an  memoriab  o£-*Thoma8  Par- 
tington, aJderman,  obiit  Fcbmary  24,  1716.— John  Stringer,  mayor  1714, 

died  May  30,  1715,  aged  52 — Robert  Hincks,  died  March  12,  1779 

Margaret  Hindu,  died  June  24,  1809,  aged  3&.^ohn  Hmeks,  Nov.  25, 
1812,  aged  43._Eliiabeth  Hmcka,  Dec.  30,  1812.— WiUiam  Wright, 
merchant,  died  Sept  18,  1682,  and  Sarah,  his  widow,  daughter  of  Richard 
Bird,  alderman,  May  20, 1889,  aged  80.-^ohn  Baddtj^  Eaq.  died  Aug.  6, 
1805,  aged  45.-iJohn  Bennett,  alderman,  died  Sept  8,  1810,  aged  81 ; 
Eleanor  his  wife,  died  Angust  27,  1793,  aged  55 ;  Edward,  Daniel,  and 
Thomaa,  their  sons. — Elisabeth  Hinde,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Alice  Hes« 
keth,  died  January  20,  1811,  aged  60 — Henry  Hesketh,  Esq.  died  Fe- 
bruary 22,  1788,  aged  73;  Alice  hte  wife,  died  February  18,  1784, 
aged  66.— Jane,  daughter  of  Roger  Steele,  registrar  of  Bangor,  wife  of  John 
Poole,  sheriff  of  Chester,  died  Jan.  6,  1644 ;  Anne,  second  wife  of  the  same, 
daughter  of  Rowland  Griffiths,  of  the  county  of  Merioneth,  died  Sept  5, 
1660,— -FrancisSkellem,  mayor  of  Chester,  1689,  died  Oct  14, 1708,  aged  78. 

On  the  right  of  the  communion,  is  a  neat  white  mable  tablet,  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Maddock,  rector  of  the  parish,  and  of  Northendeo, 
and  prebendary  of  the  Cathedral ;  he  died  12th  of  February,  1825,  and  waa 
Interred  in  St  Mary*8  chapel,  in  the  cathedral. 

On  the  south  wall,  a  handsome  marble  tablet,  with  the  following  memo- 
rials s— <<  To  the  memory  of  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Bradford,  alderman  of 
this  city ;  she  died  Nov.  29,  1820,  aged  62.— Also  the  above  Thomas  Brad- 
ford; died  July  8,  1821,  aged  57.— Also  of  Samuel  Bradford,  father  of  the 
above  Thomas  Bradford,  who  died  the  31st  of  August,  1828,  in  his  95th 
year." 

Near  the  above,  a  tablet—^'  Sacred  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  J.  T. 
H.  A.  Dodd,  who  departed  this  life  Oct  29,  1824,  aged  60  years.  She  waa 
a  humble,  pious,  and  sincere  christian.  This  tablet  is  gntelully  inscribed  by 
one  of  her  affectionate  pupils." 

On  the  north  wall—"  John  Bennett,  alderman,  died  Sept  6, 1811, 
•ged  81.  Also  the  body  of  John  Bennett,  son  of  the  above,  died  Dec.  21, 
1819. — Alio,  Anne  Bennett,  the  wife  of  Sam«el  Bennett,  of  the  city  of 
Chester,  Esq.  who  died  the  14th  of  April,  1828,  aged  52." 

On  the  west  wall,  a  marble  tablet— <'  Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of 
Thomas  Ball,  Esq.  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  who  departed  this  life  the  1st 
day  of  November,  1798,  aged  71  years." 

Oyer  the  vestry  door,  a  tablet,  inscribed : — ^*  In  a  vault  underneath  the 
▼estry-room,  lieth  the  body  of  Thomas  Porter,  who  died  Sept  28th,  1814, 
•ged  33  years.  And  also  of  Anne  Porter  his  wife,  who  died  July  17th, 
1808.— .And  also  of  William  Porter,  brother  of  the  above,  who  died  Nov. 
13,  1806,.  aged  18  years— i^lao  the  Rev.  James  Turner,  M.A.  died  March 
March  2, 1822,  aged  33. 

In  the  aides,  on  plahi  flag  stcmes,  are  the  following  memorials : — Maria 
Hincks,  relict  of  Robert  Hincks,  Esq.  died  27th  December,  1826,  aged  97* 
—Also,  Joseph  Hincks,  son  of  the  above ;  died  Dec.  5, 1829,  aged  69.— 
Sacred  to  the  memory  of  William  Hunter,  late  of  Dee  Cottage,  Chester,  who 
departed  this  life  the  15th  of  November,  1826,  aged  68  years.— John  Mil- 
lington,  who  died  5th  February^  1822,  aged  80  years. 
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St.  Martin's  Churek. 


PABISH  AND  CHURCH  OF  ST.  MAHTTpra. 

This  church,  called  St.  MartiD'a  of  the  AsK^  is  m 
neat  Bm&ll  brick  buildiDg-  with  stone  as^es  and  finish- 
ings, and  situated  between  the  west  end  of  Wbitefriara 
and  Cupping-street.  The  present  building  was  erected' 
in  1721 ;  of  which  ibe  following  inscription,  cnt  on  a 
small  stone,  at  the  west  end,  is  a  memorial: — "Thi» 
church  being  minated^  was  new  erected  from  the  foun' 
dation,  in  the  year  1721. — Charles  Bingley,  William' 
Terry,  C.W."  Previous  to  which  the  church  was  of  still 
smaller  dimensions,  and  of  a  different  form  :  the  accom- 
panying wood  engraving  is  a  Hlietch  of  the  structare  as  it 
stood  towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century ;  the 
interior  is  without  chancel  or  side  aisles. 

St.  Martin's  is  a  rectory  in  the  gift  of  the  bishop.  In 
1744,  it  was  augmented  by  lands  porchased  with  46W. 
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of  which  200/.  came  by  Queen  Anne's  bounty.  In  1809, 
the  yearly  value  of  the  living,  arising  from  augmentation, 
tithes,  rent  charge,  and  surplice  fees,  was  returned  by  the 
bishop  to  the  governors  of  Queen  Anne's  bounty,  as 
amounting  to  76/.  18s. 

The  foundation  of  the  church,  says  Mr.  Ormerod, 
was  certainly  anterior  to  1250,  as  appears  by  a  deed 
among  the  evidences  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  whereby 
Bernard,  lord  of  TranmuUe,  releases  to  Philip  the  clerk, 
son  of  Galfndus  Munitor,  I2d.  rent,  issuing  from  premises 
near  the  church  of  St.  Martin,  in  Chester,  Alan  I'e  Zouebe 
being  then  justice  of  Chester.  William  Clarke  was  in- 
stituted to  this  rectory,  July  7)  1637,  on  the  presentation 
of  the  bishop  of  Chester.  This  is  the  first  institution 
extant  in  the  episcopal  registers. 

''  In  1670,  it  was  ordered  by  the  dean  and  chapter, 
y'  a  presentation  to  this  parochial  church  be  granted  to 
Thomas  Clarke,  one  of  y^  petty  canons,  in  y*  preamble 
to  which  order  it  is  said,  that  he  had  officiated  there  for 
some  time  in  their  right  and  by  their  appointment  as  their 
curate,  as  Will.  Otty,  and  his  fitther  Tho.  Otty,  and  Mr. 
Swann,  had  done  before,  which  last  had  institution  and 
induction  into  it'' 

In  1699,  a  minister  was  elected  by  the  inhabitants. 
After  this  the  rector  of  St  Bridget's  commonly  supplied 
the  church,  preaching  there  once  a  month,  and  adminis- 
tering the  sacrament  once  a  quarter.  In  17^2,  a  clerk 
was  regularly  collated  to  the  rectory  of  St.  Martin's,  and 
the  succession  has  been  as  follows  :-* 

Prnmted.        Recton,  Pre$enUd.       Reetcn. 

1725  Nathaniel  Lancaster.  1795  Thomas  Annitstead. 

1738  Richard  Jackson,  A.B.  1806  John  Willan. 

1739  John  Baldwin,  A.M.  18^6  William  Godwin,  A.M. 
1793  William  Clarke,  A.M. 

In  point  of  extent  and  population,  this  is  the  smallest 
parish  in  the  city ;  the  amount  of  the  latter  in  1821,  being 
only  565.  The  registers,  consisting  of  six  volumes,  in 
very  indifferent  condition,  commence  in  1680,  and  are 
continued,  without  interruption  to  the  present  time. 
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MONUMENTAL  MEMORIALS. 

or  tbeM,  th«  Dumben  are  Trry  few,  and  of  ilender  fttMetioiii. — 
The  only  metnorlil  vonhj  orparticuUi  notice  ii  ■  pynmidal  monl  monu- 
ncnt,  on  the  anuth  ilde  of  th<  cotmnunion  table,  omomented  vith  the  umi 
of  Chctwode,  of  Oftklef ,  in  ■  luenge,  and  cominemDnting  Abigail,  relict 
of  Thomu  Jones,  of  Churton,  Eaq.  daughter  of  Sit  John  Chetwode,  of 
Oakley,  county  Stafford,  hart.     She  died  June  11,  1776,  aged  7S> 

Oa  the  west  wall  of  the  chnrch,  over  the  door,  a  circular  msilile  tablet — 
"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Traffbrd,  laleof  thli  parlih,  who 
dlaa  26th  of  Jannary,  1S16,  aged  77  yean." 

In  the  aiale,  a  Sag  uucrihed  to  the  memory  of  Tboniaa  Jones,  of  White. 
friaia  ;  died  Slitof  June,  1813,  aged  68  ;  and  also  to  his  two  wives,  Mary 
and  lieab  ;  the  former  died  Dec  18,  1608,  aged  64  ;  the  latter  died  i4th  of 
February,  1817i  aged  32. 

On  a  painted  board  on  the  Mmth  wall — "  Samuel  Henley,  who  wu 
pariah  clerk  of  this  parish  47  years  ;  alio  parish  clerk  of  St.  Oawald'i  pariah 
church  37  yean  j  he  died  April  ISth,  1783,  aged  73  yean." 

Od  the  north  side  of  the  communion,  the  remsloa  of  Captain  Oeoi^ 
Monlaan  were  intorcd  16thNovember,  1826,  aged  44;  and  Nor.  21,  1828, 
tho«e  of  his  mother,  Eleanoc  Bloulaon,  aged  78-  This  notice  la  doiTed  ftom 
the  parish  register,  and  the  information  of  the  cleik,  th(M  beins  no  memorial 
ta  mark  their  place  of  aepultore. 
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ST.  MARYS  ON  THE  HILL. 


St.  Mary's  church,  anciently  called  the  church  of  St. 
Mary  de  Castro^  was  given  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgh, 
by  Randal  Gornons,  fourth  Earl  of  Chester.  After  the 
dissolution,  the  rectory  was  granted  to  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Chester ;  it  was,  however,  with  the  other  chapter 
estates,  as  previously  mentioned,  got  possession  of  by  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  in  the  time  of  Dean  ClifTe,  and  confirmed 
to  the  fee-farmers  generally,  by  Pat.  22  Eliz.  Previous 
to  this  final  settlement,  Richard  Hurleston  had  obtained 
from  George  Cotton,  esq.  his  interest  in  the  same  for 
lODA  an.  13  Eliz.  probably,  however,  only  as  a  trustee  of 
John  Brereton,  of  Wettenhall ;  who  had  presented  to  this 
church  in  1554.  From  this  branch  of  the  Brereton  fa- 
mily, the  rectory  passed,  with  a  moiety  of  Wettenhall  and 
other  estates,  by  sale  to  the  Wilbrahams  of  Dorfold;*  and 
from  them  by  marriage  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Hill,  of  the 
Hough,  in  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John 
Wilbraham ;  from  whom  in  1819,  it  passed  by  purchase 
to  the  Earl  Grosvenor,  who  is  the  present  patron. 

The  parish  extends  beyond  the  eity  liberties  into  the 
county,  and  comprehends  the  townships  of  Upton,  Little 
MoUington,  Moston,  Marleston-cum-Lache,*  and  Glover- 
stone,  in  Broxton  hundred,  and  Handbridge  within  thecity 
of  Chester.    The  church  stands  high  on  a  rock,  near  the 

*  The  owners  and  occupiers  of  property  in  this  township  had  for  some 
time  resisted  the  payment  of  the  church-rates  levied  by  St  Mary's  parish, 
maintaming  that  they  were  w^hmt  its  lunits.  The  parish,  however,  resolved 
to  press  its  clahn,  and  a  legal  litigation  seemed  on  the  point  of  being  insti- 
tuted; when  the  objectors,  having  obtained  the  opinion  of  a  leamed  civilian 
unfavourable  to  thehr  views,  yielded  a  reluctant  compliance  to  the  demand, 
and  on  being  summoned  before  the  city  magistratei,  in  August,  1830,  gave 
up  the  point  by  paying  the  rates. 
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Dee  between  the  Bridge-gate  and  the  castle,  from  which 
it  is  separated  by  a  deep  fosse,  called  the  Castle-ditch. 
Like  our  other  churches  it  is  built  of  red-stone,  and  con- 
sists of  a  tower,*  containing  six  bells,  a  nave  and  chancel, 
with  side  aisles  and  subordinate  chancels  at  the  end  of 
these  aisles.  The  aisles  is  divided  from  the  side  aisles  by 
three  pointed  arches  on  each  side,  and  by  another  pointed 
arch  from  the  chancel :  and  each  subordinate  chancel  is 
also  divided  from  its  aisle  by  a  pointed  arch,  and  by  an 
obtuse  one  from  the  principal  chancel.  Of  these  last,  the 
arch  on  the  north  side  has  been  modernized.  The  win- 
dows on  this  side  are  more  obtusely  pointed  than  the 
others,  and  contain  fragments  of  stained  glass :  among 
others,  the  arms  of  Brereton  and  Ipstones,  and  a  golden 
tun,  probably  intended  as  a  rebus. 

The  south  aisle  was  anciently  called  Troutbeck  chapel, 
and  appropriated  to  the  family  of  Troutbeck,  of  Dunham; 
it  was  originally  built  about  the  year  1433,t  by  William 

*  The  tower  is  only  about  fifty  feet  high ;  it  waa  repdzed  in  I7I6,  and  a 
fturther  increase  to  its  altitude  was  objected  to  by  the  governor  of  the  oasdti 
because  it  would  command  a  Tiew  of  the  casde.yard-i-P^ot^ 

•f  Agreemeni  hetwten  WWiam  TroHiM,  'Eiq,  <md  Tkcmoi  B€ie9,  ma$an, 

Fw  MMmg  a  Chapel  at  Che^er, 
This  endentorey  made  by  twene  William  Troutebek,  Esquier,  on  that 
OD  p^tie,  and  Thomas  Betes,  mason,  on  that  other  p*tie,  bares  witnesse,  that 
the  forsaid  TiMmas  has  made  coyenast  and  granted  to  the  said  William,  that 
he  shaU  make  a  diapell  in  the  charche  yorde  of  Sejmte  Marie  on  the  Ulll,  en 
the  south  side  of  the  chauncell  of  the  chivehe  there ;  that  is  to  wete,  the  est 
cnde,  the  south  side,  and  the  west  ende,  oontenynge  the  lengtbe  of  the  chaun- 
cell there,  and  xtiix  fote  wide  with  inne  the  walls,  and  as  high  as  hit  nedes 
resonably  to  be :  with  ▼  faire  and  clenely  wrogbt  wyndowes,  full  of  light ; 
that  is  to  say,  on  gable  wyndow  in  the  est  ende,  with  iiij  lightes,  and  iijr 
wyndowes  on  the  south  side,  ichone  of  lu  lightes ;  and  on  the  west  ende  in 
the  best  wise  to  be  deviset ;  and  iiij  botras  on  the  south  side,  with  a  grete 
arche  in  the  west  ende ;  and  the  chapelle  to  be  battellet  above  like  to  the 
littdl  doset  with  inne  the  casteU  of  Chester,  with  a  corbyl  table  longyng 
thereto ;  and  at  ayther  end  lU  honest  f^nyals.  And  the  forsaid  William 
shall  pay  to  the  forsaid  Thomas  XXLX  like  as  the  worke  goes  forwarde ;  and 
also  give  him  a  gowne ;  and  also  the  forsayd  William  shall  fynde  fre  stone, 
lyme  sonde,  wat*,  wynddnsse,  and  stuff  for  to  seafibld  with,  and  such  manere 
necessaries  as  the  forsaid  Thomas  nedes;  and  all  manere  of eariages that 
Idngen  thowto;  and  the foisaid  Thomas  shaU,  by  ov'sight  of  Maester  John 
Asser,  mako  the  ehi^dl,  aad  aU  thyngs  th*t  longsn  thereto  (maflOQcraft) 
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Troutbeck,  and  Joan  his  wife,  and  here  many  of  thai 
family  ivere  interred,  and  had  splendid  monuments  erected 
to  their  memory.  Of  these  monuments,  one  of  the 
Randal  Holmes  says,  ''  they  were  thought  to  exceed  any 
thiug  of  the  kind  in  England.''*  The  former  notice  of  a 
chantry  in  this  church  (extracted  from  the  general  Eccle- 
siastical Survey,  26  Henry  VIIL)  most  probably  relates  to 
the  Troutbeck  chapel : — *'  Cantaria  infra  eccFiam  Beate 
Marie  Cestrie  Johannes  Dutton  capellanus  Valet  in  redd* 
provenien'  de  certis  terris  et  tenementis  in  civitate  Cestrie 
annuatim  per  cantaristam  ib'm  recept'  ad  annuum  cvj«. 
viud.  xma.  inde  xs,  viij;*' 

After  this  chapel  had  stood  for  the  space  of  nearly 
230  years,  in  1660  it  fell  down,  by  which  the  monuments 
already  spoken  of  were  destroyed.    It  appears  to  have 

honestly.  In  wytDesse  of  the  whech  thyDge  to  these  p'sentes  endentures, 
the  p*ties  forsaid,  aither  anendes  other,  hayen  set  to  their  sealx.-.Gyveii  at 
Chester  the  Mononday  next  hefore  the  feste  of  the  Naty vyte  of  Seynt  John 
the  Baptyst,  in  the  year  of  Kyng  Henry  the  Sixt  after  the  conquest  xi. 

[The  seal  gone. — ^The  above  document  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury  in  I8O7.] 

*  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  tomb  of  the  founder,  Sir  Wm. 
Tnmtbeek,  taken  a  short  time  before  its  destrudion,  and  communicated  to 
Mr.  Ormerod,  by  Wm.  Hamper,  esq.-^*'  It  was  a  lair  tombe  of  one  of  the 
Tnmtbecka*  The  man  all  in  riche  armour,  with  a  ricfae  border  of  pearles 
and  stones,  about  his  head,  on  the  helmet.  On  the  front  of  the  helmet,  over 
his  forehead,  was  engraven  Je$hu  NazereHMi  Re9.  All  the  plates  and  edges 
of  his  armour  curiously  wrought,  as  it  were  imbracery,  with  a  collar  of  SS. 
about  his  neck,  of  gold,  one  gauntlet  in  his  hand,  and  his  wife's  hand  in  the 
other.  Under  his  feet  a  lion  oouchant ;  under  her  head,  a  helmet  mantled, 
having  on  it  a  wreath  of  trouts  and  a  moor's  head.  She  hath  her  head  richly 
attired,  with  a  veil  Over  her  head,  with  a  blue  gown,  and  a  short  surcoat  of 
black.  At  her  feet  a  lamb,  and  two  angels  supporting  the  cushions  under 
her  head." 

Mr.  Ormerod  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  this  description  refers  to  the 
monument  of  the  founder  of  the  chapeL  Webb,  in  King's  Vale  Royal, 
describes  another  splendid  memorial  standing  in  this  spot,  erected  to  Sir  Adam 
Troutbeck,  the  grandson  of  the  above  Sir  William :  concerning  whidi  he 
says,  that  it  was  for  «  Sir  Adam  Troutbeck  and  his  lady,  which  sheweth 
that  she  was  a  countess,  her  statue  lybg  upon  his  right  hand,  and  her  collar 
of  SS.  finely  adorning  her  bare  neck ;  his  head  supported  like  the  others,  and 
many  escutcheons  of  their  arms  were  fairly  engraven  about  both  their  said 
tombs,  which  might  shew  all  their  marriages  and  descents,  but  that  the  same 
by  lei^of  time  are  grown  10  dim^  that  they  cannot  be  well  diicenied." 
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remained  in  a  dilapidated  state  until  the  year  1690^  when 
the  chapel,  upon  the  application  of  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
chief  justice  of  Chester,  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  (the 
representative  of  the  Troutbeck  family)  was  fdrmally 
given  up  to  the  parishioners.*    The  present  south  aisle 

*  The  follOTFliigU  an  attdwnticfttad  copy  of  th«dMmmciit]^  which  tl^ 
grant  was  made,  and  which  has  never  heen  published  ;  the  original  is  care- 
foUy  preaenred  in  an  iron  chest  in  the  church : — ^'  To  all  Xnian  People  to 
whome  these  presents  shall  come,  the  Right  Hoble.  Charles  Barle  of  Shrews- 
bury, &C.  sendeth  QieetiDgi-^Wlienas  the  south  chaneell  (comonty  called 
Tro«theck*8  ehaj^eU)  paroell  of  the  parish  church  of  St  Maryes  upon  the 
Hill,  hi  the  citty  of  Chester  is,  and  for.  divers  yearealast  past  hath  byn 
decayed  and  out  of  repayre,  and  for  that  the  same  hath  bynn  reputed  to 
bdottg  unto  the  sayd  Earle,  and  his  ancestors,  the  inhabitants  of  the  sayd 
parish  have  neglected  to  repayre  the  same.  Now  knowe  yee  that  the  say4 
Earle,  upon  the  earnest  suite  and  request  of  the  present  minister  and  church- 
wardens,  and  the  parishioners  of  the  sayd  parish  of  St.  Mary  on  the  Hill,  in 
the  dtty  of  Chester,  and  for  divers  other  good  oauses  and  considerations  him 
the  sayd  Earle  thereunto  moveing,  and  especially  that  the  sayd  chaneell  may 
be  forthwith  lepayred,  and  for  ever  hereafter  kept  in  good  repayie  by  tl>e 
churchwaideoft  and  inhabitants  of  the  sayd  parish  of  $t.  Mtucyea  on  the  ^Ul 
and  thehr  sueeesson,  and  the  sayd  Earle  and  his  heiie*  «nd  aiiigneB  for  ever 
folly  and  deaxely  acquitted  and  discharged  of,  and  ftom  th^iepayie  tbcteof 
hath  given,  giaitttted,  leleaBedi  and  confirmed,  and  by  theie  pi^ioits  dothe 
freely  and  dosMly  give^  giiunt,  release  and  confirm  unto  Jobp  WM»di  and 
John  Co^mava,  ehuf  chwnideiui  of  the  sayd  paiisfaMM  p«rl|h  chwrch,  the 
sayd  chappeH^  or  parte  of  the  sayd  parish  church  (owrowgnly  onlM  'Aw^- 
beck's  chappdl)»  and  evi«y  faite  and  paroell  theieofy  with  th'api»ertenmeei 
and  all  the  riglM,  tlUa,  intoDBSt,  rk^me,  and  demannd  wMkwv^  of  hha  the 
sayd  Earle,  of  in  and  to  the  same  and  every  parte  thereof,  tohi^veand  to  hould 
the  sayd  chai^all  or  parte  of  tlie  4ayd  parish  church  mi^vmj  parte  thmoij 
with  the  appwrtoaaafiss  onto  the  sayd  John  Wrench  and  J^hn  Cotgves^  Md 
tbdr  successoBB  (dMiMhwaedena  of  the  sayd  parish  and  parish  «bivdi  for  the 

tyme  beiag)for  ever,  %a  the  use,  benefitt,  and  behoofo  of  the  Uihabitanta  and 
parishioners (tf  the  s^rd  p«fsh  ofSt.  Maryes  upon  tilt  HiU  fov«v«»  m  a  firee 
gift  of  him  the  sayd  Eark,  and  that  freely,  dearly,  and  ahsohitely,  wiOiout  any 
manner  of  lett,  aaite,  trouble,  diaturbance,  or  molestation  of  him  the  sayd  Earle, 
or  of  his  heiresor  assigneayoraoyof  them,  or  of  any  other  p'son  or  p'sons  what- 
soever dayming  or  to  dayme  by  from  or  under  him  t^em  or  any  of  them  n 
any  wise,  att  and  undei  the  yearly  rent  of  one  pepperoome  to  be  payd  yearly 

to  the  sayd  Earle,  hia  heiics  and  assignes  on  the  foast  day  of  8t.  MichaeU 
Th'arch-AngeU  (if  kwfuUy  demanded),  in  tdten  only  as  an  aaknowledgment 
for  the  above-mentiaiiedguifte  and  graunt.  In  wHaeaa  whereof  he  the  sayd 
Earle  hath'  hersnnlo  sett  his  hand  and  sei^e,  the  fowertscnlh  day  of  March, 
hi  the  tUrd  yeaie  of  Ow  raigne  of  o'r  Sovereign  Loid  and  Ijady  WUliam  and 
Maiy,  by  the  Grace  of  God  over  Enghuid,  &c.  Rmg  and  Qiraene,  defenders 
of  theffayth,  See,  J&mo  Dni.  1690-91 :-. 
VOL.  II.      O 
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was  erected  on  its  site  at  the  expence  of  the  parish,  which 
has  ever  since  retained  undisturbed  possession  of  it.  On 
one  part  of  the  site  of  this  chapel  is  a  small  neat  vestry ; 
and  on  another,  an  inclosed  angle,  in  which  is  a  modern 
font,  which  latterly  replaced  an  ancient  octagonal  one, 
formerly  ornamented  with  gilding  and  painting,  but  now 
thrown  aside  as  useless ;  here  also  is  an  excellent  pan- 
nelled  seat  for  the  convenience  of  women  who  come  to 
be  churched. 

The  north  aisle  was  anciently  called  the  chapel  of  St. 
Catherine,  and  contains  several  curious  monuments  wor- 
thy of  attention. — In  August,  1793>  a  n^at  organ  was 
put  up  in  the  west  gallery,  by  Mr.  Challinor,  at  an  expence 
of  175/. 


VICARS  OF  ST.  MARY'S. 


Preiented,        Viean. 
314  Radulphus  de  Clypston. 
324  Ricardus  de  SVo  Edmundo. 
327  Alanus  de  Retford. 
335  Thomas  de  Capenhunt. 
338  Onido  de  Newton. 
342  Thomas  de  BdlyDton. 
361  Johannes  Squire. 
361  Johannes  de  8ha?inton. 
404  Johannes  WQlaston. 

Ricaidus  PenselL 
458  Jacobus  Stanley. 
464  Rogerus  Asser. 
471  Henricus  Smith. 
498  Johannes  Veysey. 
506  James  StraythweU. 

John  Brereton. 

542  Richard  Whitehead. 

543  Henry  May. 

543  James  Courthoppe. 


Preiented.        Vieart. 
1545  Thomas  Taylor. 
1554  Charles  Duckworth. 
1506  Robert  Collier. 
1623  Francis  Edwards. 

Nichdaa  Stephenson. 
1673  Thomas  Kiikes. 
1673  Riehaid  Wright. 
1710  Ralph  Markham. 
1715  Hugh  Wilbraham. 
1724  John  Ctttwright. 
1731  Arthur  Williams. 

Thomas  Brooks,  A.M. 
1744  John  Wilbraham. 
1765  Richard  HenshaU,  A.M. 
1768  Middleton  Jones,  LL.B. 
1772  Robert  HilL 
1803  Rowland  HUE 
1819  Thomas  Mawdesley,  A.M. 


(Signed)  Shrewsbury — [Before  which  signature  the  Arms  of  the  said  £arl 
appendant  tfaenunto]— [Indorsement]-— JSeled  and  delivered  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Jo :  Howen,  Giiff.  Phillips.— The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  Grant  of  Charles  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  [now  the.property  of  the 
Parishioners  of  Saint  Mary's  church  in  Chester,  usually  kept  m  the 
parish  chest]  taken  on  the  fifth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  eighty  two,  by  T.  Crane. 
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In  1821 9  the  population  of  this  parish  was  3376. 
The  registers,  bound  up  in  eight  volumes,  commence  in 
1628,  and  they  are  continued  to  the  present  time  almost 
without  any  intermission.  In  the  registry  is  the  follow- 
ing curious  entry,  of  the  date  of  1636 : — '*  Three  witchis 
lianged  at  Michaelmas  assizes  buried  in  the  co/* 


MONUMENTS,  &c.  IN  MARYS  CHURCH. 

This  church  abounds  with  memorials  to  the  dead ;  though  many,  of  the 
monuments  noticed  by  Webb,  in  the  Vale  Royal,  no  longer  exisL 

At  the  end  of  the  north  aisle  are  the  arms  and  crest  of  Edmund  Oamul, 
.with  this  inscription  :~^^^  The  bodies  of  the  just  are  buried  in  peace,  but  their 
names  live  for  ever.— JScdus.  44.— .Hereliefh  the  body  of  Edmund  Gamul, 
sometime  maior  of  this  dtie,  who  had  two  wives,  Elizabeth,  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Case,  by  whom  he  had  issue  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
And  Elizabeth,  the  widdow  of  William  Goodman,  sometime  maior  of  this 
city,  who  died  without  issue ;  who  departed  this  life  in  the  yeare  of  his  age 
of »' 

Close  to  this  is  a  curious  tomb  of  Thomas  Oamul,  son  of  the  above 
Edmund  Gamul,  who  died  before  his  father,  and  was  recorder  of  the  city  : 
this  tomb  is  very  curiously  wrought  in  alabaster,  with  the  statues  of  him,  and 
'his  loving  wife  upon  his  right  hand,  his  infant  son  (afterwards  Sir  Francis 
Gamul)  kneeling  with  one  Imee  at  his  mother's  feet,  his  prayer-book  lying 
open  upon  his  other  knee ;  on  the  arched  side  of  the  tomb  are  cut  the  figures 
of  his  three  daughters,  who  died  in  their  infancy,  also  in  a  kneeling  position* 
and  each  holding  in  her  hand  the  representi^tion  of  a  skulL  The  tomb  is 
enck>sed  with  a  strong  piked  iron  railing,  and  at  its  lower  end  is  the  following 
insoiption :— .^^  Ossibus  et  Memoriie  Thomas  Gamuelis,  omatissimi  armi- 
geri,  et  juris  consulti  darissimi,  in  quo  eximia  qusedam  ingenii  suavitas  cum 
surama  morum  gravitate  aodpiti  palm&  contendebat :  quiq;  (proh  dolor !) 
in  ipso  etatis  dignitatis^ ;  susb  flore,  aidentissima  febre  coireptus,  et  pr«- 
reptus ;  immatmro  funere  tristissimum  toti  Cestrise  (cui  per  aliquot  annos 
pnefuerat)  a  memori&  multiplicis  sue  sdentisB,  admirabilis,  prudentis,  sin- 
gularis  iidei,  spectatissimae  probiUtis,  et  pietatis  minime  vulgaris,  decid. 
reliquit :  Alida,  uxor  quondam  beatissimae,  nunc  moestissima  vidua,  par- 
vum  hoc  non-parvi  amoris  noonnmentum,  multis  cum  lacrimis  predbusq; 
profusis,  ponit  simul  consecratq.  In  quo  ipsa  posthac  sua  quoq:  ossa 
KGondi  et  permisced  dneribus  tam  chari  capitis  nimis  misere  cupit :  ut  ab 
eo  jam  mortuo  nunquam  sejungatur  quicum  vivo  olim  conjunctissime  et 
jucundiasime  vizerat;  Vixit  autem  ille  annos  XLii.  obiit  decimo  die 
Angusti,  axmo  k  partu  Virginia  mocxiii.  Ubi  nunc  quatuor  liberorum 
Istus  parens  factus  fiierat ;  quorum  tamen  hodie  unus  tantum  suprestcs  est^ 
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Uq;  nintaiM»  osta  noniae  Fnnoisois,  pvenilai   optims   spei;   cut  ego 
qttidem  omnia  bona  in  hoc  uno  vote  ezopto  :    Sit  Patri  aimullimus. 
Hunc  tamulum  tibi  eomposui,  charissime  conjux  : 

Quo  mea  mista  tais  molHter  ossa  cabent. 
DUnci  ▼lYom,  wflo  dtfaactam  oomiiMi : 
Nam  qoos  jnnxit  amor,  diaiocian  iwfas. 

About  the  middle  of  the  north  aisle  ii  a  fidr  plate,  with  the  folloviog 
inscription  s*.^*  Hie  subtiks  humatar  oorpiu  Radolphi  Worsley,  annig.  qui 
fuit  fiUus  tertios  Guliehni  Wortley,  de  Wotdey  Meyne,  in  oomitattt  Lancas- 
trio,  arm.  ac  quondam  senriens,  sdlicet,  pagettuB  gaidetobs  robarum,ae 
unoe  dapiferomm  camer»  in^iotiM.  piinc^ia  Henrid  octavi,  0ei  gratis 
Angliae,  Fnne.  et  Hiber.  nuper  regit.  Cui  idem  rex  ob  bonnm  et  fidele  ser- 
▼itium  ciicom  regiam  mam  personam  hnpensum,  ex  regii  sua  magnifieentta 
ad  terminum  vitas  donaircnt  offioia  satBUtis  eonmsp,  eustodiam  leooum,  leo- 
narum,  et  leopardorum  intra  Turrim  Londinensem ;  portatoris  magns 
garderobae^  contra  lotnlator.  in  com.  Cestr  et.  Flint,  derid  coronss  Lane,  et 
esceator.  com.  palat.  LancasL  iliasq;  lemuneratioaeg.  Hiis  aoeesscnint 
priestantes  aoiml  dotes  ooditos  d  tribnts,  qnlbns  insigniter  erat  imbntos, 
nempe  slngulaxis  in  Deom  pietas,  multlfarls  in  pauperes  benefioentia,  et 
miza  in  canctos  diatftas.  Annos  80  natas  et  ultra,  27  die  Decern,  anno 
Dom.  1A7S,  expiiavit,  tdict&  sobole  Alida  ee^jnge  Tho.  Powd,  arm.  qui 
hoB  smnptOB  Awit;  Kathetini  nupta ThomsBTntdiet, ann.  et  Avisia  Thorns 
Vawdnef ,  gen.  de  Joanna  fllia  Johannis  Pike,  aimig.  uxore  ma  progenitis.— 
Null&  ooduu  nparabfleOata.** 

Near  to  this,  and  dose  to  tlie  sime  waU,  is  a  Tcty  fine  tomb  of  iddiaster, 
cniiondy  adorned,  a  wdLfoimed  sUtne  of  Philip  Oldfidd,  dressed  hi  the 
oostume  of  the  age,  witii  a  raff  round  the  neck,  leaning  on  tfiedi^t  side,  with 
a  roQ  in  his  hand.  Bdow,  on  die  aide,  is  a  painted  Adeton,  and  the  abb  is 
supported  by  kneding  figures  offaisibiirMiis,  with  Adrdght  hands  applied 
to  the  hilts  of  thdr  swords;  on  the  left  hands  are  shidds,  with  the  arms  of 
Oldfield,  TTettenhall,  Someiftnd,  Mdnwaring  of  Croxton  and  Leftwieh. 
figures  of  two  daughters  are  placed  at  the  head,  mpportfaig  diidds,  with  te 
Aims  of  Shaduriey,  Wettenhall,  and  Oldfidd.  Above  is  the  feOowing  in. 
ecription ;^'« PhiJ^po  Oldfdd,  ar.  ob  navnta'  in  comtmendis  viisponti. 
Irasque  operam,  in  eraendiB  antiqnissimis  ftmXUa*  siem'aiibus,  bmd  de  eom. 
hoc  merito :  qui  lnpri*um  matoimonium  HdenaB  Guild'  Beringlin  de  Brad  t 
hered.  cqpulavit  ex  qa  Tho.  et  filii.  Joh*  Wetteiiln!le  nuplmii,  gemiit  s  ad 
tecunda  vota  convohns,  Hden  Giifilth,  vid%.fiL  OulieLflanmer,  ar.  duxit; 
p«qua'tresflliai,«na''filia*p\3eavit  Quore*  p^'genit.  f>hL  BlariaB  unice 
flU«  et  hered.  Joh*n.  Sometford  de  8om%  ar.'  Midi*  BHamnB  herad. 
Jacobi  Mdnwaringe  de  Croxto*,  ar.  OuHd*  Elk.'  hered.  Sob'i  lieft wieh  de 
de  licfth,  ar*.  Marga'filia*  P6tro  Shakerley  po'jgehito  nepoti  .«x  hered.  ed. 
ftid'  Shakerley  de  Hulme,  ar*.  hi  matrim*  ftdidssimft  ciocttHt,  jure  oonsulto 
iBunidpalii  datlfliimo  maitto  rao  duffhH.  Hdena  uxor  rdklaaepnickr.  hoc 
monumentum  consecraTit.    Obiit  15  Dec.  1616,  aatat  saa»  75.*' 

Beneath  this  degant  monument  is  a  tablet,  on  whidi  is  inseribed  s — **  In 
June,  1788,  this  tombe  and  monument  was  repaired  and  deaaed  by  order  of 
the  rev.  Doctor  Ridiard  Jackson,  prebendary  of  Chester,  whose  mother  was 
wife  of  Richard  Jadcson,  esq.  of  Betditon  Jwuse,  near  fiaadhach,  in  this 
coun^,  and  who  was  the  only  daughter  of  William  Oldfidd,  esq.  and 
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Letitia  his  wife,  and  gseat  gnndaon  of  PhHIp  (Mdfield,  esq  and  Wsn  his 
wife,  of  Bfadwall,  io  this  county." 

To  the  same  piUai  is  attached  a  hoaxd,  on  whidi  are  painted  the  anns 
of  H^me,  quartering  Tnnmoli  and  Lymme,  and  impaling  Aloock.   Inscrip. 

tion  : «« Here  beneatk  lyetli  ibt  bodyes  of  Randle  Holme,  of  ye  dtie  of 

Chester,  Aid*  and  Jwaticexif  Peace,  and  was  Maior  thereof  1633,  died  y«  16 
of  Jaoy.  1656,  8Bt«  84 ;  ako  of  Eliaabeth  bis  wife,  daughter  of  Tho.  Alcock, 
and  widow  to  Ths.  COisloner,  geot.  £he  dyed  the  S4  of  May,  163d,  and 
ywoe  two  aenei,  WQliam  Holint  yt  ^died  1628,  without  yssae  linage,  and 
Randle  Holme,  now  living,  who  was  aho  maior  4)f  this  citty  1643.** 

On  the  same  pillar  is  «  stow  monuBOit,  at  the  top  of  wUeh  aieidso  the 
family  asma.  Inseiq>tion  :-^*'  Here  liea  the  liedy  of  Randle  Hohne,  gent, 
sewer  extraordinary  to  King  Charles  y^  2d,  and  deputy  to  yc  kings  at  anus, 
wlio  died  12th  If  arch,  1689  <  and  Randle  Helme  bis  son,  deputy  to  Norroy 
king  att  arms,  who  died  86tli  day  of  August,  l?67.  Be  oanried  Maigaret, 
daughter  of  ^iffith  Lloyd,  of  I4ananB0B,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh,  gent, 
by  w«lie  had  israe  JBam,  SUs.  Kat.  Randle,  and  Kat.  who  died  before  their 
father,  and  lye  hcve  Intened.** 

Nov  the  alxyre,  a  large  wooden  monument,  decorated  with  the  arms  and 
quarterings  of  Holme,  the  crests  of  Holme  and  TranmoU,  and  smaller  coats  of 
Holme  impaled  witfi  those  of  Us  two  wives.  On  this  board  are  also  ioscrip. 
tkms  to  the  memory  ^  sevcnd  branches  of  this  family,  which,  iMwever,  it  is 
uoneceasary  to  insert. 

On  a  brass  plate  in  the  same  aisles  ^'fiore  lyedi  te  body  of  Wiffiara 
Broefc,  of  Upton,  In  #ie  oosn^  of  Chester,  esquiie,  who  by  Anne  his  wife, 
dann^ter  and  oo-lMdr  to  Robert  Bfohnne,  4ji  Baynton,  in  ^county  of  ]>oioet, 
esq. ;  had  yssue  4  sonesund  7  danghten.  fie  died  en  the  4th  day  of  A^ml, 
1640;  and  heK  also  Methe  the  body  of  fidwavd  Brock,  hin  unkell,  iHio  ^od 
on  the  8d  day  of  Oots^ber,  168a.— Jfiusanaa,  dan£|bt«r  to  Joseph  Hockenbnil, 
of  Shotwiek,  esq.  wife  of  WHUam  Bcock.-*1irilUain  Brock,  esq.  died  10 
Jan.  1715,  agod  73.— William  Biodk,  of  Uplen,  esq.  his  eldest  son,  died 
Aug.  10, 1734,  aged  66  yean. 

Adjoining  is  a  neat  marble  monument,  inscribed— j^<  To  llie  memory  of 
MsB.  Susanna  BrodL,  who  died  Mardi  20di,  1766.  She  was  daughter  to 
WllBam  BioOk,  esq.  ^  Upton,  in  this  oounty,  and  the  last  of  ihat  andent 
£unily.  This  monument  was  ereetod  by  her  n^hew  and  trieces,  the  son 
and  dans^ters  of  John  Egerlon,  esq.  of  BroKton,  in  this  county." 

In  the  south  sisle  are  memorials  of-^Tho.  Duke,  mayor  of  Chester  1740, 
died  27  Nov.  1764,  aged  76.--PhiUppa,  wife  of  Thomas  Browne,  of  Nether. 
Ugjiy  daughter  of  Tho.  Berrii^^ton,  of  Chester,  by  whom  he  had  10  sons  and 
5  daughtew;  she  died,  aged  42,  May  6,  1664.— The  same  Thomas,  who 
died  1660,  aged  42,  having  nwrried  to  his  second  wife  Jane,  daughter  of 
Biduod  Leyoeslor,  of  Great  Budworth,  idict  of  Charles  Levesl^,  of  Chester, 
wlw  auTvived  hhn— Ales,  daughter  ^Matthew  Browne,  ofNetheriegh,  and 
wife  of  Thomas  Pamel,  of  Chester,  obfit  t.  S^  1630.-^llatthew  Browne, 
geot.«oblit  24  Nov.  1634. 

lUclMnd  Browne,  of  Upton,  eo.  Ceot.  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Browne, 
by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  to  Henry  Birkenhead,  esq.  clerk  to  the  green 
4Aoth  to  Qaeai  BUzabefh,  son  and  heir  of  Ricfaard  Browne,  son  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Browne,  of  Upton.    IHie  above  said  Riehaid  Browne  died  Jan  4, 


no  HISTORY   OF   CHESTER. 

1624,  hftTing  had  two  wives ;  fint,  Franoea,  dauf^ter  of  Sir  George  Bevedey, 
of  Huntington,  knL  who  died  i.  p. ;  and  2dly,  Mary,  dau^ter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Ashton,  of  Aahton,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  Thomas  Browne,  of  Upton,  and 
Richard,  of  London.  She  afterwards  married  Jacques  Amodio,  gent,  and 
died  17  Feb.  ]668,  aged  87 — Thomaa  Browne,  son  and  heir,  diedatMunster, 
in  Ireland,  having  mamed  CMsel,  daughter  to  — ^-  Dobb,  of  Ireland,  by 
whom  he  had  Thomas,  Robert,  Frands,  Rxchaid,  Mary,  Judith,  Grisei,  and 
Dorothy.  She  died  in  childbed,  19  June,  1641.— -Thomas  Browne,  son  and 
lieir,  married  Cicely,  daughter  to  William  Glegg,  of  GayUm,  esq.  who  died 
in  childbed  of  her  daughter  Cicely,  March  16,  1661. 

Thomas  Birkenhead,  gent  and  Ales  his  wife ;  he  died  12  Nov.  1644 ;  she 
died  Jan.  1,  1691 — ^William  Hohne,  eldest  son  of  Randle  Hohne,  died  10 
July,  1623. 

On  stones  in  the  same  alsle»>Susanna,  daughter  of  George  and  Anne 
Piescot,  died  3  Feb.  1722 — Gr^ory,  son  of  the  same,  died  Oct.  4, 1725. — 
Anne,  wife  of  the  said  George,  died  22  SepL  1740,  aged  59  yeanki— George 
Prescot,  merchant,  died  March  10,  1747^  aged  67.-*Thomas  Presoot,  of 
Eardshaw,  co.  Cest.  esq.  died  29  Oct.  1768,  aged  63.<.-^(dm  Glegg,  of  Irbie 
Hall,  esq.  died  6  Feb.  1804,  aged  72.-3etty  Baskervyle  Glegg,  his  wife, 
died  9  July,  1810,  aged  77- 

In  the  Overlegh  pew  in  this  aisle  is  a  tablet,  inacribed^-^^  Here  lie  in- 
terred Matthew  Ellis,  of  Overlegh,  in  the  county  of  the  dty  of  Chester,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  body  guard  to  king  Henry  8,  son  of  Ellis  ap  Dio, 
ap  Griffith,  successor  to  Kenrick  Sals,  a  British  nobleman,  and  lineally 
descended  from  Tudor  Trevor,  earl  of  Hereford.  He  died  20  April,  1574. 
Alice,  his  wife,  died  1547.  His  son  Matthew  Ellis,  of  Overlegh,  gent,  died 
1575,  whose  wife,  Eliz.  daughter  of  Thomas  Browne,  of  Netherley,  gent, 
died  1670,  having  issue  Julian,  who  was  married  to  Thomas  Cowper,  of 
Chester,  esq.  Margery,  and  Matthew  Ellis,  of  Overkgh,  gent,  he  died  31 
July,  1613.  His  wife  Alice,  daughter  to  Richard  Birkenhead,  of  Manley, 
esq.  died  6  July,  1640,  having  issue  Katherine,  wife  to  Randle  Hohne,  of 
Chester,  gent  and  Matthew  Ellis,  of  Overlegh,  gent  who  died  3  Nov.  1663 1 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  William  Halton,  of  Baddiley,  gnt  died  4 
Nov.  1671-  Their  son  Matthew  Ellis,  gent  married  Anne,  daughter  (0  John 
Birkenhead,  of  Backford,  esq.  He  died  17  Feb.  1685;  she  died  4  Aug. 
1689.— Beati  sunt  mortui  qui  in  Domino  moriuntur.'* 

Under  the  above  inscription,  is  the  following:— *' William  Cowper,  of 
Overlegh,  in  respect  to  these,  his  ancestors  and  rdatioos*  caused  this  decayed 
memorial  to  be  restored  Anno  Domini  1739.    He  died  12th  of  October, 
1767,  aged  66." 

In  the  middle  aisle  are  memorials  of— Adam  Bii^ened,  and  Alice  his 
wife,  daughter  and  co-heiress  to  John  Huxly,  died  1516.— ^Alex.  and  Edward 
Wynne,  sons  of  Edward  Wynne,  of  Brithic,  Flintshire,  by  Elisabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Walter  Horton,  of  Cotton,  esq. ;  Edward  died  Sept  27, 1681)  and 
Alexander,  Oct  2,  foUowing..~Katharine,  youngest  daughter  of  Matthew 
Ellis,  of  Overlegh,  gent  wife  of  Randle  Hohne,  sheriff  of  Cheshire,  1633, 
died  15  March,  1640.— Hugh  Whicksteed,  coroner  of  Cheshire,  (died  1646) 
and  Alice  his  wUe  (1656)  and  Hugh  their  second  son. 

In  the  chancd,  on  stones,  are  memorials  of  four  children  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Hill,  vi2*— .Enuna  Jane  Barbarah,  3rd  daughter,  died  May  8, 
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1810  (15  months);  Emma  Jane  Barbanh,  Nor.  8, 1810  (thiee months) ; 
Elizabeth  Anne,  2nd  daughter,  born  Aug.  3,  1805,  died  Jan.  27,  1812 ; 
Robert  Wiibraham  Hill,  fourth  son,  bom  April  9,  1815,  died  July  4,  1815. 
Also,  Capt.  Peter  Wiibraham,  died  Feb.  27,  1765,  aged  40— Alary  his 
wife,  died  Jan.  10, 1766,  aged  87- 

At  the  north  side  of  the  altar  railn,  on  a  brass  plate,  is  a  memorial  of 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Wright,  S.T.B.  rector  of  St.  Mary*s,  and 
Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Wainwright,  LL.D.  chancellor  of  Chester. 

Oyer  this  are  two  mural  marble  monuments  :->'^  Underneath  tie  the 
remains  of  the  Rey.  Middleton  Jones,  LL.B.  late  of  Cribarth,  in  the  county 
of  Brecon,  formerly  rector  of  this  parish,  who  died  the  9th  of  November, 
1755,  aged  47* — The  other  is  to  die  memory  of  Peter  Cotton,  of  the  family 
of  the  Cottons,  of  Cotton,  who  died  Feb.  16,  1715-6,  leaving  charitable 
legacies  to  the  amount  of  £500  to  the  charities  and  poor  of  Chester,  Norfh- 
wich,  and  Witton. 

Opposite  to  this  is  a  memorial  for  several  of  the  £unily  of  Eyton,  of 
Pentre-madoc,  and  at  the  side  of  it  the  following  : — ^'  In  this  chancel  lieth 
the  body  of  Roger  Wiibraham,  late  of  Dorfold,  in  the  county  of  Chester, 
esq.  who  departed  ttiis  life  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1768,  in  the  52nd 
year  of  his  age. 

On  a  pillar  in  the  south  aisle^— *'  To  the  pious  memory  of  Mr.  John 
Snow,  alderman  of  Chester,  whose  faith  and  piety  to  God,  candour  to  men, 
temperance,  patience,  and  honesty,  deserve  a  long  commemoration.  A 
generous  benevolence  and  sweetness  of  temper,  appeared  in  all  his  actions, 
but  chiefly  in  his  tender  care  and  affection  for  his  orphan  sisters : — 7%iy, 
Sarah,  Isabella  and  Elizabeth,  erected  this  monument,  the  smallest  tribute 
of  their  grief  and  gratitude.  He  died  Oct  2,  1749,  ag^  43.— Near  to  this, 
a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Peter  Dewsbury,  alderman ;  died  19th  February, 
1773." 

On  a  pillar  in  the  middle  aisle,  near  the  pulpit,  a  tablet.—*'  Sacred  to 
the  memory  of  Edward  Nash,  second  son  of  the  late  Richard  Nash,  Esq.  of 
Walberton,  Sussex,  who  died  at  Chester  castle,  the  28th  of  November,  1808, 
aged  61  -years.    His  remains  are  deposited  in  the  middle  aisle  of  this  church.** 

A  marble  tablet,  with  a  latin  inscription,  records  the  demise  of  Johannes 

Cotgreave,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife;  the  former  died March,  1724, 

aged  80  yeftrs ;  the  latter  27th  Nov.  1735,  aged  87* — In  the  middle  aisle,  is 
a  vault,  wherein  are  interred  the  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Dodd,  skinneB, 
who  served  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  dty  in  1818-19,  and  died  in  the  month 
of  March,  1827*  There  is  no  memorial  nor  inscription  to  mark  the  place  of 
his  sepulture. 


In  the  year  1578,  as  noticed  by  Mr.  Ormeiod,  from  the  Harl.  MSS. 
2161,  were  the  following  arms  and  inscriptions,  existing  in  the  windows,  but 
which  are  now  destroyed :— . 

In  the  chancel  window  over  the  communion  table,  the  royal  arms,  with 
those  of  Hugh  Lupus,  Venables,  Troutbeck  Dedwood,  Davenport,  and 
Leche,  with  the  inscriptions  following :  **  Orate  pro  anima  Johannis  Daven- 
port,  hojoB  eccl*ie  rectoris,  qui  banc  fenestram  fieri  fedt  1534.*'— '^  Orate 
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pra  ■I'a  Jofa'ia  tnUulaii,  qaimdMii  netorii  bnjiu  Mcl'k,  ct  pio  a'i'abua 


Id  St.  CBdtaiD«*t  cbufti  >  pMitiBa  to  pw;  Im  the  louli  of  Rudk 
BreTttM,orCbMUi,adhb«FiTMCcdIU«)HlJobiiiiiB,  10S3. 

In  tbe«liMtowiKZtlo8t.C«bcriiie'idi^d,twokiMcliiiglgiiraa,*ith 
the  mn  of  Eaton,  tad  nndcmcMh  >  Ontc  pK  bono  Halo  Eicxdi  Qt«tTcnar, 
Blbilla  nmlB  qfai,  qnf  hoc  opu  ftdt  1S94. 

Id  mmlw!  oatA  window  ■  flpae  of  MMthcw  EHli,  in  a  nuooat,  and 
helmet,  and  MM  afta  him,  mkI  hit  wile  in  •  vdl,  and  datightm  after  her  ; 
aod  in  ■  Ugh  vindow  in  the  middle  aUe,  »Of  jmbt  etuub^pta;  fiv  the 
■mil  of  Matthew  EUb,  and  BUutaa  hli  wife." 

It  data  not  appear  frtim  any  thing  I  ha*e  bom  able  to  etdbct,  when 
theaereliqneaof  antiqititjaadnipentltioD  wendeMioyed;  but  It  Is  probable 
their  demolition  may  be  ascribed  to  puritanical  leal,  what  the  pailiametltaiy 
fwcei  liad  poaaenion  of  the  dty  about  1617' 
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St.  BTidgeVs  Church. 


THE  CHURCH  AND  PARISH  OP  ST.  BRIDGET. 

Tbe  church  belonging  to  this  pwish,  tUI  wlliiin  the 
last  three  years,  stood  on  a  piece  of  ground,  on  tbe  south 
side  of  Wbitefriars,  where  the  division  is  formed  tietween 
Upper  and  Lower  Bridge-street.  Its  contiguity  to  St. 
Michael's  church,  gave  to  this  part  of  the  city  the  po- 
pular name  of  The  Two  Churches,  which  it  will  probably 
long  retain,  notwithstanding  the  removal  of  tbe  cause 
which  gave  birth  to  It. 

The  origin  of  St.  Bridget's  church*  is  buried  in 
obscurity,  but  it  may  prolubly  be  dated  from  the  reign  of 
King  Offa,  who  died  a.  b.  797,  about  which  time  we  read, 
"  That  divers  parish  churches  were  erected  in  Chester." 
At  an  early  period  aflier  the  conquest,  ^e  patronage  of 
this  church  was  vested  in  the  lords  of  Aldford,  one  of 

■St.  Bridget't  church  Ukei  lu  Dame  from  ■  Q«Me  of  SwtdeB~-N«lt 
atthaCrwtMSS. 
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whom  quitclaimed  the  same,  witli  the'advowson  of  Sand'- 
bach,  to  Randal  Blundeville,  earl  of  Chester,  shortly  after 
the  suit  between  the  earl  and  Sir  Richard  de  Sandbach,  in 
1224.  A  record  of  the  pleadings  in  this  case,  heard  in  the 
King's  bench,  brought  into  that  court  by  writ  of  certiorari^ 
38  Henry  III.  still  exists  among  the  Harl.  MSS.  There 
subsequently  appears  a  connection  between  this  church  and 
a  chapel  belonging  in  the  thirteenth  century  to  the  family 
of  Arneway  (one  of  whom  occurs  in  the  list  of  Chester 
mayors  12^  to  1276),  who  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgh 
were  great  benefactors.  In  the  chartulary  of  St.  Wer- 
burgh it  is  recorded,  that  this  chapel,  with  the  messuages 
in  "  Brugge-streete,'*  was  granted  by  Bertram,  son  of 
William  Arneway,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgh  ;  and  in 
consequence  of  further  donations,  Simon,  abbot  of  Chester 
(1265-89)  bound  himself  to  maintain  two  chaplains  to 
celebrate  mass  for  the  soul  of  the  said  John  Arneway» 
one  before  the  altar  of  St.  Leonard,  in  the  conventual 
church,  and  the  other  before  the  altar  of  the  Virgin  in 
the  church  of  St.  Bridget. 

At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  it  is  found,  in  the 
"wagis  of  P'stes,"  paid  by  this  abbey«  iiii?.  allowed  to 
Richard  Lowther,  "  Pryeste  att  the  churche  of  Saynte 
^^yggytts ;"  and  in  the  pension  roll  of  1556,  "  Penc'  Ric'i 
Lowther,  presbiter'  nup'  celebran'  in  eccl'la  S'c*e  Brigett. 
in  civit  Cestr^  p.  ann.  iiii/.'*  The  church  is  now  deemed 
a  rectory ;  is  in  the  gift  of  the  bishop,  and  clerks  have 
been  regularly  instituted  since  1603.  The  Rev.  Richard 
Massie  is  the  present  incumbent,  who  has  for  his  curate 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Bradford.  The  value  of  augmentation, 
stipend,  and  surplice  fees  were  returned  by  the  bishop  in 
in  1809,  as  amounting  to  68/.  3^.  2d. 

About  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the 
church  was  taken  down,  previous  to  which,  its  appear- 
ance is  represented  by  the  above  wood  engraving,  copied 
from  a  rude  sketch  taken  by  Handle  Holme.  On  the 
removal  of  this  structure,  the  church  was  rebuilt,  when 
a  wall  was  erected  round  it,  which  inclosed  several  feet 
of  the  streets  on  the  east  and  north  sides,  then  used  as  a 
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f)aryitig  ground.  In  the  year  17^j  ground  was  purchased 
by  the  parish,  behind  the  church,  into  which  the  interred 
bodies  were  removed,  and  all  the  ground  on  the  north 
tind  east  of  the  church,  thrown  to  the  street,  much  to  the 
public  convenience.  At  this  time,  also,  the  east  and 
north  walls  of  the  church  were  re-cased  with  stone,  the 
east  passage  to  the  vestry  closed,  and  an  additional  door 
juade  eastward  of  the  old  one,  on  the  north  side ;  every 
other  part  of  the  church,  at  the  same  time,  was  thoroughly 
repaired,  at  a  very  great  expence,  which  was  chiefly 
defrayed  by  money  sunk  for  annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
ten  per  cent,  by  Ann  Robinson  and  Susannah  Joinson. 
Since  1805,  the  steeple  required  several  other  repairs. 
The  accompanying  engraving  will  shew  the  form  and 
appearance  of  this  church  immediately  before  the  time  of 
its  entire  removal. 

This  church  bad  four  bells ;  there  is  a  tradition  in 
the  parish  that  it  formerly  had  five,  biit  that  one  was 
seized  by  a  churchwarden  for  a  parish  debt,  and  carried 
to  Waverton ;  this  appears  the  more  probable,  from  there 
being  a  defect  in  the  peal,  between  the  third  and  fourth 
bells. 

When  the  erection  of  the  new  bridge  was  finally 
decided  upon,  St,  Bridget's  church  stood  upon  a  site 
which  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  occupy,  in  order  to 
form  a  suitable  approach  to  the  bridge.  Before,  however, 
the  church  could  be  removed,  it  became  requisite  that 
ground  for  a  new  structure  should  be  provided ;  and  in 
this  emergency  the  county  magistrates,  who  were  desi- 
rous of  removing  every  impediment  that  stood  in  the  way 
of  the  projected  improvement,  granted  a  suitable  plot  on 
the  north-west  side  of  the  castle,  which  was  accordingly 
inclosed  for  the  purpose.  The  ceremony  of  laying  the 
first  stone  of  the  new  church  took  place  Oct.  12,  1827f 
and  was  performed  by  the  Right  Rev,  C.  J.  Blomfield, 
then  lord  bishop  of  the  diocese ;  it  was  erected  under  the 
provision  of  the  bridge  act,  by  the  commissioners  for 
building  new  churches ;  the  length  is  about  90  feet,  and 
ihe  width  50,  and  the  church  is  calculated  to  contain 
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1000  persons.  Tbe  structure  was  bailtfrom  a  design  by 
W.  Cole,  Jan.  Esq.  who  succeeded  the  late  Mr.  Harrison, 
as  county  architect ;  and  executed  in  a  xnperior  style  of 
elegance,  by  Mr.  John  Wright,  of  this  city.  Tbe  land 
occupied  by  the  building  and  chnrch-yard  comprizes  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seren  square-yards.  It 
is  rather  a  remarkaUe  circumstance,  that  although  St 
Bridget's  parish  is  wholly  witUo  the  city,  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  church  and  cemetery  is  neither  within 
the  parish  or  the  city,  but  altogether  within  the  county 
palatine  i  bat  by  a  clause  in  the  act  It  is  enacted,  that 
after  the  consecration,  it  shall  "  for  all  purposes,  and  to 
all  IstentB  wfaatsoerer,  be  deemed  part  o^  and  situate 
within  tbe  said  parish  of  St.  Bridget,  and  witiiin  tbe  said 
dty  of  ChestOT."  The  subjoiaed  sketch  will  afford  a 
tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  external  form  of  the  cliurcb : 


Tha  old  church  io  Bridge-street  was  taken  down 
tn^  182^  to  make  room  for  the  street  leading  to  the  new 
bridge,  as  it  stood  exactly  across  the  opening;  and  soon 
after  the  consecration  of  the  new  burial  ground,  the 
grave-stones,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  the  interred  bodies 
Were  carefully  removed  to  that  cemetery. 
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RECTORS  OF  ST.  BRIDGET'S. 

Presented.        Reeton.  Pre$ented,        Rectors, 

1003  John  WMte,  A.Bf .  Lawrence  Wood. 

Mason.  1710  John  Kirkes,  A.B. 

1000  Thomas  AUem  1717  James  Thompson,  AM. 

1009  Richard  Jones.  1720  Thomas  Parry,  A.M. 

1010  John  Evans.  1755  Edward  Mainwaring,  A.M. 
1614  Robert  Lloyd.  1701  Thomas  Woodwright,  A.B. 
1016  Fronds  Pilkington.  1782  William  Ndson. 

1638  William  deakson.  1810  Richard  Alassie,  A.M. 
Christopher  Goodman. 

The  population  of  this  parish,  in  1821,  was  805. 
The  registers,  comprized  in  eight  volumes,  commence 
IB  1649. 


MONUMENTS,  &c. 

« 

In  St.  Brid£;et*s  church,  before  its  removal  from  the  ancient  site  in 
Bridge-street,  the  monumental  inscriptions  were  few  and  unimportant*-.The 
most  interesting  was  one  in  the  south  chancel,  contidning  on  a  large  tablet, 
the  following  inscription  :-.**  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Stephen  Smith,  Esq. 
his  Majesty's  customer  of  the  port  of  Chester,  oontrouler  of  the  port  of  Dublyn, 
and  caM^eator  of  the  pioYince  of  Slunster,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  (younger 
brother  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith  of  Chester  and  Hough,  who  was  mayor  of  the 
dty  of  Chester,  1623,  and  unde  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  hart  alderman  of  the 
said  dty,  and  Sir  Lawrence  Smith,  of  London,  knight)  ;  he  married  Dorothy, 
daughter  to  Sir  Nldioks  Walgrave,  Esq.  and  sister  to  the  couptess  of 
Portland,  tiy  whom  he  had  issue,  Thomas,  Robert,  and  Anne,  who  all  died 
before  him  without  issue ;  he  departed  this  life  the  4ih  of  September,  1665, 
aged  69  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Lawrence  Smith,  Esq.  by  Anne  his  wife, 
daughter  to  Sir  Handle  Mainwaring,  of  Peover,  in  the  eo.  palathie  of  Chester, 
knight,  who  died  fhe  19th  of  January,  1630 1  he  was  the  sonne  of  Sir 
Thomas  Smith,  of  Chester  and  Hough,  knight  (by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Sir  WiUiam  Brereton,  of  Brereton,  knight),  who  was  mayor  of  the  said 
dty  anno  1696,  and  died  the  21st  of  December,  1614 ;  he  was  the  son  of 
Sir  Lawrence  Smith,  knight  (by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
iPsnUmiift,  ef  Gvewe^  kniglit)  who  was  mayor  of  Chester  fowe  times,  in  annis 
U41^  1669,  1664,  and  1671,  was  knighted  in  the  Scottish  wars,  1544,  and 
died  Sid  of  ScptcmlMr,  1689$  he  waa  sane  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  Chester 
and  Ifaiigh,  kingM:(hgr  OaOtaiiM  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Andiow  Breraton, 
Mght),  he  was  wyor  of  ChaMar  sfliffetal  tSamBy  and  died  almnt  iIk  year 
1579." 
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Sereral  other  memoriali  occupied  the  church,  but  were  of  little  interest 
According  to  Handle  Hohne,  in  1680,  the  church  contained  numumeDts  to 
the  families  of  Simpson,  Clayton,  Goodman,  Williams,  Hulton,  Proby, 
Savage,  Wright,  and  Jones. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  new  church,  some  elegant  memorials  have  been 
placed  therein,  of  which  the  following  is  a  list  :— 

On  the  east  wall,  near  the  communion  table,  a  very  handsome  marble 
monument,  inscribed : — ^Near  this  monument  lie  entombed  the  remains  of 
Richard  Barker,  of  Llindir,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh,  Esq.  formerly  of  this 
parish,  who  died  21st  October,  1818,  aged  72."— ^ctc^.  Tyby,  Brutol 

On  the  other  side  of  the  altar,  a  beautifully  executed  marble  tablet  :— 
'' Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Shaw,  of  this  city,  who  died  January 
20,  1789,  aged  50  years. — Also,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  above  Thomas  Shaw ; 
died  August  1, 1808,  aged  56  years. — Also  Thomas,  son  of  the  above  Tho- 
mas and  Elizabeth  Shaw,  died  Feb.  22,  1802,  aged  28  yean — And  John 
Mellor,  of  this  city,  died  OcL  27,  1821,  aged  52  years. — ^And  of  John,  son 

of  the  above,  John  Mellor,  died  28th  February  1827 Also,  of  Thomas 

Shaw  lUellor,  sdn  of  the  first-named  John  Mellor;  died  July  26,  1829,  aged 
34.*'--£ctt/p.  Mr,  John  Wright^  Cheiter, 

On  the  north-west  angle,  a  plain  tablet,  inscribed  : — '^  Elizabeth  Jordan, 
died  Oct  28,  1782. — James  Jordan,  father  of  the  above,  died  Dec.  Slst, 
1817—- A.lso,  Abigail  Jordan,  wife  of  the  above  Jomes  Jordan,  who  died 
April  19, 1823,  aged  79  years.*' 

In  an  arched  recess,  on  the  south  wall  of  the  baptistery,  is  a  splendid 
marble  memorial,  with  this  inscription  :—*'  Near  this  place  lie  interred,  the 
remains  of  Francis  Edge  Barker,  of  this  dty,  Esq.  who  departed  this  life 
June  10th,  1827,  aged  40.*'— 5culp.  Reevei  4r  Son,  Bath. 

[On  the  north  wall  of  the  baptistery,  is  a  recess,  corresponding  with 
that  which  occupies  Mr.  Barker's  monument,  at  present  unoccupied.  The 
author  understands  that  this  is  destined  to  be  the  receptacle  of  a  superb  me- 
morial to  Thomas  Harrison,  Esq.  our  late  distinguished  architect  A  sketch 
of  this  monument  has  been  prepared  by  the  cdebrated  Chantry ;  and  a  sub- 
scription has  already  been  set  on  foot  by  the  county  gentlemen,  to  defray  the 
expence.  Mr.  flarrison  lies  interred  in  a  vault  on  the  north  side  of  the 
church.] 

On  the  south  wall  of  the  church  is  a  beautiful  marble  monument,  with 
this  inscription  :— «<Mary  Nelson,  died  January  24, 1795.  Her  husband,  the 
Rev.  William  Nelson,  erected  this  monument,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  her 
memory.".<~Upon  a  tablet  underneath : — ''  This  tablet  is  placed  as  a  tribute 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  William  Nelson,  late  rector  of  this 
parish,  who  died  21st  of  September,  1810,  by  his  nephew  and  niece.  Nelson 
and  Jane  Batty."  ' 

The  practice  of  interment  within  the  walls  of  the  church  is  interdicted, 
and  it  is  certainly  deshable  that  a  like  prohibition  was  adopted  in  regard  to 
all  our  sacred  edifices.-~New  vaults  in  the  church-yard  were  made  as  the 
receptacles  of  the  remains  of  the  dead  intened  wiihm  the  old  structure,  in 
which  all  not  of  a  very  remote  date  were  carefully  deposited.— The  ibDowing 
are  among  the  number,  with  the  inscriptions  annexed : — 
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Oil  the  weit  gide  of  the  ekurcJu 

Margaret  Mareden,  died  11th  of  Angust,  1796.*-Thomas  Manden, 
died  29tli  January,  1800. 

Anne,  wife  of  William  Edwards,  died  January  10,  1803.— WUliam 
Edwards  (alderman  of  Chester)  died  May  23,  1812-..Richazd,  son  of  the 
above,  died  August  24,  1820,  aged  46. 

Underneath  lie  the  remains  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Williams  of  this 
city,  grocer,  died  2nd  February,  1813,  aged  75.— Also,  the  above  John 
Williams,  who  died  20th  of  November,  1817?  aged  78  yean. 

(Vault  of  Mr.  John  Massey,  without  inscription.) 

Robert  Pierce,  of  Whitefriars,  who  died  July  24, 1815,  aged  55. 

(Vault  of  Mr.  Thomas  Parry,  solicitor.) 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Hugh  Hay  ward,  Esq.  of  this  city,  barrister  at 
law,  who  died  August  28, 1788,  aged  71  years. — Also,  in  the  same  grave, 
are  deposited  the  remains  of  alderman  Hugh  Starkey,  who  died  1715.— Also, 
H.  Hjiyward,  mother  of  the  said  Hugh  Hayward,  Esq.    She  died  1740. 

On  the  north  tide. 

Underneath  lieth  the  remains  of  Prisdlla  Lawrenson,  who  departed  this 
life  March  29,  1784,  aged  82.— Also,  Lawrence  Lawrenson,  son  of  the  above. 

On  the  eait  tide, 

Oeotge  L.  Hastmgs,  died  10th  August,  1795,  aged  20  months.— Caro- 
line li.  Hastings,  died  22nd  February,  1797)  aged  nine  months. 

William  Thomas,  died  2nd  December,  1815,  aged  15  months.— Also, 
William  Thonus,  died  8th  December,  1815,  aged  four  months. 

A  vault  belonging  to  Mr.  Edward  Tltley,  in  which  are  deposited  the 
remains  of  Mr.  Owen  Titley,  surgeon,  his  brother. 

(Vault  containing  the  remains  of  T.  Harrison,  Esq.  architect.) 

(Vault  belonghig  to  the  ikmily  of  the  late  Mr.  John  MeUor,  whose  me- 
morials in  the  church  have  been  already  noticed.) 

(Vault  of  the  Rev.  R.  Massie,  rector  of  the  parish,  hi  which  are  deposited 
two  of  his  children.) 

(Vault  belongug  to  Ph.  Humberston,  Esq.) 
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Si.  Miduuri  Chwrek. 


ST.  MICHAEL'S  CHURCH  AND  PABXSH. 

The  churcb  of  St.  Michael's  stands  oa  the  east  aide 
of  Bridge-street,  and  the  north  of  Pepper-street.  It  is  a 
perpetual  curacy,  augmented  by  Queen  Anne's  bounty, 
and  ID  the  gift  of  the  bishop.  There  is  no  historical  data 
extant,  by  which  to  ascertain  the  period  of  its  foundation ; 
but,  as  there  is  mention  made  by  Bradshaw  (l.  2.  c.  20) 
of  the  existence  of  the  monatiery  of  St.  Michael  early  in 
the  12th  century,  it  is  probable  that  the  church  of  that 
name  was  then  in  bring.  It  is  recorded  by  this  writer, 
"that  the  monastery  of  St.  Michael  was  burnt  by  the 
great  fire  which  happened  on  Midlent  Sunday,  in  1118, 
at  eight  of  the  clock  (all  being  in  churcb)  and  consumed 
the  greatest  part  of  the  city."  This  monastery  was  con- 
firmed to  Norton  abbey  by  King  Henry  III.    In  relation 
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la  this  monastery,  I  find  the  following  note  iin  thre  Crane 
MSS.  *^  It  is  conjectured  to  be  situated  in  Bridge-streety 
in  Rock's  entry  or  court ;  where,^  Dr.  Williamson  says, 
before  it  was  converted  into  dwelling-bouses,  one  might 
have  beheld  fair  cbarch*Uke  windowi^  and  other  demon- 
strations of  its  being  part  of  a  religtoi^  house.  Mr.  Stone, 
indeed,  says,  upon  a  view,  I  found  no  such  Windows  or 
tokens  in  1727-  But  what  Drl  WiHiamson  r^ntarks  may 
be  true,  nidtwith^tanding ;  for  such  windows  and  tokens 
might  have  appeared  previous  to  the  year  1727>  before 
dwelling'bouses^were  built  in  RockVeourt.'* 

The  chancel  of  St.  Michael's  church  was  built  in 
1494,  and  enlarged  in  1678;  the  body  of  the  church  was 
new  roofed  in  1611.  The  annexed  wood  cut  is  a  fac- 
simile of  a  drawing  of  this  church  by  one  of  the  Holmes, 
about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  In  1710,  the 
present  steeple  was  built,  but  like  most  of  our  other 
churches,  from  the  perishable  nature  of  the  stone,*  its  ex- 
terior is  so  ragged  and  weather-beaten,  as  to  give  the 
appearance  of  extreme  antiquity  i^  the  steeple  is  23  yards 
high,  and  cost  366/. ;  it  contains  six  musical  belts,  cast 
by  Rudhall  of  Gloucester,  in  1726;  the  weight  of  then* 
30f  cwt.  at  an  expence  of  217/* 

The  church  has  an  embattled  tower,  which  is  built 
over  the  east  row  of  Bridge-street.  The  interior  of  the 
building  consists  of  a  nave,  chancel,  and  north  aisle  di-' 
vided  from  the  body  of  the  church  by  three  pointed  arches 
resting  on  octagonal  columns  with  quatrefoils  on  the 
capitals.  The  nave  has  a  timber  roof  nearly  flat ;  that  of 
the  chancel  formerly  rested  upon  brackets  which  have 

*  This  cireunifttance  8eem»  to  have  caught  the  attention  of  Dean  Swift, 
as  related,  if  I  mistoke  not,  by  Spence.  When  this  wit  was  once  on  his  way 
from  London  to  DttbHn,  he  stopped  for  some  time  at  the  Yacht  inn,  in 
Wate^ate-street }  and  being  alone,  sent  an  invitation  to  several  clergymen 
in  the  city  to  dine  and  spend  the  evening  with  him.  Not  one  of  them,  how- 
ever, made  his  appearance ;  upon  which  the  Dean  vented  his  spleen  in  die 
following  epigrammatic  philippic : — 

**  The  church  and  clergy  of  this  city 

Are  very  near  akin ; — 
They're  weather 'beaten  all  without, 
And  empty  aU  within  T' 
VOL.  II,  Q 
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been  cut  away,  and  was  ornamented  with  carvings  of 
foliage  and  other  ornaments. 

The  value  of  the  living,  arising  from  augmentation, 
a  legacy,  and  surplice  fees,  was  returned  by  the  bishop  in 
1809,  as  amounting  to  44/.  10^.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Eaton, 
M.A.  is  the  present  rector. 

In  1556,  the  following  pensions  continued  to  be  paid 
to  priests  who  had  served  this  church  before  the  r^rma- 
tion  :— 

Penc.  Joh'is  Thompsonne  presbiter^,  nup.  celebran. 
in  eccl'la  s'cM  Mich 'is  Cest.  p.  ann.  iiij  K. 

Georgii  Hardie,  unius  presbiter.  nup.  celebran,  in 
eccHa  p'och.  p'd.  in  civitat.  p'd'ta  ann.  xis.  \id. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  MS.  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  book  for  the  account  of  receipt  and 
expenditure  of  the  church  revenue,  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Leacroft,  solicitor  of  this  city  :— 

*^  Hereafter  folowith  the  accomptei  of  m  Ckorge  L%he»  and  Adam 
Goothnan  to  our  paria'ons,  of  the  landealoDg;iiige  to  the  use  of  Sante  Mighelii, 
both  of  the  same  landes  and  peade  to  y^  priestes  wages,  with  other  matters 
and  coetes  of  reparasions  and  dead  rites  of  y«  afotesayd  landis  given  the  last 
daye  of  July,  in  the  fiuste  yeare  of  Kinge  Edwarde  the  SIxte,  of  the  churche 
of  Englande  and  Hirdande,  supreme  heade-^or  vj  year  and  one  quarter 
before  this  fbrsayd  date  to  this  presente  day  above  mentUmedde. 

The  Rente$  of  LandiM,  \  The  chi^Rentee  of  ye  fame  Landis, 

Roger  Leigh's  house xxxa. 

Iiimme's  house xvs. 

Goode  Oeste's  house,  widow.  •        xs. 

John  Burket*s  house vijs. 

John  Lingley*s  liouse    ......     xv$. 

Thomas  Winchester's  house . .     x vs . 
The  late  wife  of  Thoe.  Wil- 

cocke's  house vijs. 

Also  one  house  in  the  Bame- 

lane , jjs. 

Richard  Witbey's  house   ....  vnjf. 


To  Mr.  Warburton XTt. 

To  Mr.  Bothe xiji. 

To  Mr.  Witmore lut. 

To  the  Shearives  of  Cheater  xui. 


Som  of  these  is   ▼!.  ixs. 

The  priestes  wagis  for  vi  years  and  a  quarter  till  iiul  to  ye  yeare  oomes 

to  xxvj. 
Rebated  of  this  wagis  for  wante  of  a  prieste  at  two  times,  &c v  js.*' 

Here  follows  a  long  bill  of  disbursements  for  repairs 
done  in  several  houses  in  "  Brige-strete,  Foreasle-strete, 
and  Fleshemonger*8-lane.'' 
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*'  Som  of  all  thes  wastes  and  reparasions  is  ixZ.  hits. 

Also  theie  remaineih  unpajd  for  the  time  of  our  service,  to  OoodeGeste, 

widoiCy  and  her  son's  rente,  xxis. 
The  som  of  our  accountes,  besides  the  priestes  wagis  is  vii  j2.  xixff.  id, 
The-som  of  wastes  and  reparasions  of  y^  landis  is  ixl*  iius. 
So  there  remaineih  due  to  us  Oeorge  Leghe  and  Addam  Ooodman  of  this 

forsayd  rente,^  jte*  iius.  3(iil." 


LIST  OF  CURATES,  FROM  THE  REGISTERS. 

Handle  Smythe,  buried  Nov.  23,  1581. 

Pre$fnied^        Curaieg,  Presented.        Curates, 

1581  Oeorge  Coney.  1700  Thomas  Leftwich,  M. A. 

1605  James  Miller.  Nathaniel  Leftwich,  B.A. 

1618  Roger  Gorst.  •  1737  Roger  Bamston,  M.A. 

William  Cooke.  1783  Joseph  Eaton,  sen,  M.A. 

John  Hancock.  1796  Joseph  £aton,^n.  M.A. 

1694  RobectBuerdsell,  M.A.  . 

The  population  in  1821  was  712.— The  registers  of 
ttuB  parisfa  commence  in  the  year  1581. 


MONUMENTS  IN  ST.  MICHAEL'S. 

'There  are  very  few  monumental  memorials  in  this  church  potsessiag 
Interest.    The  following  are  selected,  as  alone  deserving  reooid  :— 

On  the  second  pillar  from  the  west  end  is  a  tablet  inscribed :— .^^  Hie 
jacct  corpus  ThomsB  Chaloner  nuper  de  hkc  urbe  dvis  quem  frater  patratus 
a  Trenta  in  boieam,  sibi  ad  diem  abitus  14  Maii,  anno  1598,  snrrpgarat  quo 
magno  sui  desiderio  ezpiravit." 

On  a  neat  pyramidal  mural  monument  in  the  north  aisle—*'  Near  this 
place  rest  the  remains  of  Roger  Comberbach,  esq.  late  prothonotary  of  the 
counties  of  Cheshire  and  Flint  His  virtues  were  exemplyfied  in  the  husband, 
the  father,  and  the  friend.  He  died  March  27, 1771,  aged  57.  Also,  the 
remains  of  H.  Comberbach,  widow  of  the  said  Roger  Comberbach,  esq.  who 
died  8th  Oct  1814,  aged  74  years." 

On  a  blue  flag,  within  the  communion  rails,  *'  Here  lyeth  interred  the 
body  of  Elisabeth,  one  of  the  daughteis  of  sir  Richard  Wilbraham,  kt  and 
barronet,  and  late  wife  of  sir  Humphrey  Brigges,  kt.  and  barronet,  by  whome 
she  had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  eldest,  a  sone,  only  surviving 
her.'  She  departed  this  life  the  24th  of  June,  1659,  and  in  the  37th  yeare  of 
her  age." 
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On  the  north  dde  of  the  altar,  a  tablet  with  the  anni  of  Venableainv 
]Mling  Leycester,  of  Toft : — ''  Near  thia  place  lyeth  the  body  of  Dame  Mary 
Delves,  rdict  of  lir  Henry  Delves,  of  DoddingtOD,  bart.  and  daughter  of 
Randle  Leicester,  of  the  dty  of  Chester,  gent.  She  died  Feb  1,  1G90, 
aged  68.*' 

On  the  nordi  wall,  a  marUe  tablet,  inscribed — ^  Uridemeatli  rest  the 
remains  of  Joseph  iDennil,  gUuder,  wbo  with  nprightness  and  integrity  sni^ 
yived  the  oldest  shopkeeper  4n  this  dty,  he  died  3d  September  1757)  aged  72. 
Also,  of  John  his  son,  a  proctor  and  public  notary,  who  in  a  fidthful  expec- 
tation  of  the  triumphant  call,  died  April  3d,  1801,  aged  78."* 

On  the  east  main  pillar,  a  marble  tablet,  inscribe^U-*^  Near  this  place 
lie  the  remains  of  Thomas  Rishardson,  esq.  late  collector,  of  this  dty,  who 
departed  this  life  the  1st  of  July,  1784,  aged  60  years.** 

On  the  north  wall— .*^  Underneath  lie  the  remains  of  John  Smith,  who 
departed  this  life  Dec.  |2,  1807,  «ged  76  yevi.  Also,  Elisabeth  Smith, 
>wife  of  the  abore,  who  died  Feb.  2, 1816,  aged  86  years.^ 

On  the  same  side,  a  neat  marble  tablet,  ^  Underneath  rest  the  remafais 
of  Samuel  Humphryes,  esq.  late  prothonotary  of  the  counties  of  Chester  and 
Flhit,  pbiit  July  19,  1822,  atat.  60.  In  life  he  was  warmly  esteemed  ;  in 
death,  deeply  regretted. 

On  a  biasB  plate  sunk  in  the  north  wall,  inscribed — *^  John  Bodvell,  of 
this  dty,  who  died  tv  of  Avgvst,  |1660.— Peter  Bodvell,  died  the  22  AprU 
. . . .  Also,  Peter  Bodvell,  his  son,  died  2d  October,  1678.** 

The  remahis  of  Thomas  Falconer,  esq.  the  odebrated  editor  of  Strabo, 
lie  buied  here;  also  .those  of  Mrs*  AdamSt  formerly  of  the  Feathers  inn ;  of 
alderman  Broadhnrtt ;  of  WiQiara  TomUnson,  late  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  who 
died  April  12, 1830,  aged  38  years ;  of  Mr.  George  Bulkdey.  Thefiunilies 
of  Six  John  WiUlams,  C<^  B^rmtoiij  CombeilNMh,  Wl^tby,  &c  hi^e  vanlt* 
In  this  church. 

•  By  the  will  of  this  sentlMbM,  it  was  directed,  that  tiie  bon  taught  at  the  Blye 
€Mt  HMpital  tbould  follow  him  to  the  gniTe.  and  ting  a  vuXm,  for  which  terrlce.  th^r 
were  each  of  them  to  recelft  the  sun  of  «ro-m|CSl  The  will  of  tl|C  decesMd  wjm 
^rtiallF  cenplied  with. 


iPAROCHlAL    HISTORY. 


St.  Olavt't  Ckwrch. 


CHUBCH  AND  PARISH  OF  ST.  OLAVE-S. 

St.  OUve'B  churcM  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
Lower  Bridge-street, .  and  opposite  Castle-etreet ;  it  is  a 
perpetoal  curacy  in  ^e  gift  of  the  bishop.  This  church 
was  augmented  by  queen  Anne's  bounty  in  1736—100/. 
being  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  60/.  by  Sir  Richard 
Grosrenor,  and  50/.  by  the  parish.  Some  years  after, 
thirteen  acres  of  land  at  Thomton-ie-Moors  were  pur- 
chased with  the  money,  and  some  parochial  contributions. 
In  1771,  it  was  again  augmented  by  200/.  for  which  inte- 
rest was  paid  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Docksey,  ifho  died  in 
177^  since  which  time  the  payment  has  been  withheld. 
The  value  of  the  curacy,  arising  from  augmentation,  rent 
chai^,  and  surplice  fees,  was  returned  by  the  bishop  in 
1909,  as  amounting  to  42/.  It. 

■  Tbkdniidittkeiil*iMiaeAamikli«aftlMNonr*glMu,wl>oMiiiUd 
dw  Enelldi  isaliitt  C*oatt  the  Dtae^Crtmt  lUSS. 
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The  precise  time  of  the  erection  of  this  church  is  not 
known,  but  there  are  documents  extant  which  prove^it  to 
be  of  high  antiquity.  This  church  was  given  by  Richard 
Picerna  (probably  says  Mr.  Ormerod,  ancestor  of  the 
Butlers,,  barons  of  Warrington),  in  the  time  of  Richard 
earl  of  Chester,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgh,  to  which 
it  was  confirmed  by  his  charter  of  1 1 19,  with  the  land 
adjoining  to  the  church,  and  two  enclosures  in  the  market- 
place given  by  the  same.  This  is  also  noticed  in  the 
following  charter,  which,  according  to  W.  Vernon,  is  of 
the  date  between  1230  and  1234,  the  original  of  which  is 
in  the  possession  of  W.  Hamper,  Esq. — ^'Sciant,  &c. 
quod  ego  Rog'us  Herre  dedi  Agneti  filie  mee  ad  se  man- 
tandam  imam  mansuram  terre  q'm  Hug.  Ulf  et  Nich. 
Ulf  filius  ej's  tenuerunt,  illam  scill.  que  est  jux'a  eccl'iam 
s'c'i  Olavi,  quam  quidem  habui  de  decano  s'c'i  Joh'is 
Baptiste,  et  de  ej'dem  loci  canouicis.  Habend,  &c. 
Redendo  inde  annuatim  duodecim  denar.  ad  festum  s'c'i 
Martini  ad  communam  s'c'i  Joh'is  Baptiste  Cestr.  p.  om'i 
sericis  et  exac'o'e.  Haut.  f'e'm  fuit  coram  toto  port- 
moto  Cestr.  Testibus,  Will'o  de  Vernon  justic',  Steph'o 
Fredvell  t'c  Vic.  Will'o  Crico  Germano  Dobelday,  Joh'e 
fil.  Ulfkell,  WiU'o  Saraeeno,  Hamon.  Herre,  etmultis 
aliis.** — Oval  seal  of  green  wax,  much  defaced,  a  whole 
length  figure  (antique)  with  circumscription— X  Sigill. 
R Eri  Hbrrk. 

The  church  is  a  low  miserably  looking  building  of 
red  stone,  differing  but  little  in  its  general  appearance 
from  the  above^  fac-simile  of  a  drawing  of  it  taken  by 
Handle  Holme  about  the  year  1660.  In  1802  a  new  woodm 
steeple  (not  much  better  than  a  pigeon-cote)  was  built, 
covered  with  lead  :  the  old  one  was  covered  with  slates. 
Subsequently  to  the  year  1664,  the  church  fell  into  disuse, 
except  for  baptisms  and  burials.  Bishop  Gastrell,  in  his 
Notitia  (1722),  observes,  '^  Here  is  no  provision  at  all  for 
a  minister ;  and  although  the  church  be  in  some  tolerable 
repair,  it  is  not  fit  for  any  public  service,  nor  is  any  per- 
formed besides  baptism  and  burial.  The  minister  of  St. 
Michaell  takes  care  of  the  parish  at  present,  and  has  done 
so  for  twenty  years  past,*' 
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In  the  jear  1819,  the  inside  of  the  churchj  which  till 
then  was  in  an  unseemly  condition,  was  painted  and 
cleaned,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  G.  Peai'son,  then 
vicar,  and  has  now  a  clean  and  comely  appearance. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Yarker  is  the  present  minister  of 
the  church. 

The  following  presentations  to  this  church  occur  in 
the  episcopal  registers  of  Lichfield,  when  the  patronage 
was  in  the  abbots  of  St.  Werburgh. 

RECTORS  OF  ST.  OLAVE'S. 

Presented,        Rectors,  Presented       Rectors. 

1336  Radnlphus  de  Leghton.  1433  Radulphus  Prestbury. 

1336  Philippas  de  Ewyas.  1434  Chxistophorus  Knowles. 

1336  Radulphus  de  Leghton.  1435  Thomas  Wevre. 

Thomas  de  Ewyas.  1444  WUlielmas  Pentrick. 
1351  Ricardus  de  Wyro.  LanreDtius  WhaUey. 

1377  WUliehnus  de  firomburgh.  1455  Johannes  Curcy. 
1391  Ricardus  Maddey. 

The  registers  commence  in  1611.-— In  1821^  the  po- 
pulation of  the  parish  was  only  587« 


MONUMENTS,  &c. 

Close  to  the  communion  is  a  marble  tablet,  inscribed—.*^  Sacred  to  the 
memory  of  Joseph  Dale,  of  the  county  of  Chester,  who  died  3d  February, 
1814,  aged  68.— Filial  affection  raises  this  tablet  to  the  memory  of  a  deser. 
▼edly  beloved  parent.*' 

Near  to  the  aboye,  on  the  south  wall,  a  tablet,  «*  Sacred  to  the  memory 
of  Anne,  wife  of  Thomas  Townshend,  esq.  She  was  daughter  of  George 
Jdainwaring,  esq.  of  Brombrow,  by  Anne  Walcot,  of  the  ancient  family  of 
Waloot,  of  Walcot,  in  the  county  of  Salop.  This  excellent  person  was  so 
amiable  in  all  the  rdations  of  life,  and  so  accomplished  hi  iu  duties,  as  if  her 
whole  attention  had  been  engaged  here,  and  she  was  so  conversant  with 
heayen  and  the  offices  of  a  devout  life,  as  if  she  was  a  stranger  upon  earth, 
and  had  an  interest  only  in  futurity.  She  died  in  the  bloom  of  her  years, 
August  22d,  1774.  No  one  ever  better  exemplified  the  words  of  the  apocry. 
phal  acriptiue,  *  that  honourable  age  is  not  that  which  standeth  in  length  of 
days,  nor  that  is  measured  by  number  of  years,  but  that  wisdom  is  grey 
hairs  unto  men,  and  an  unspotted  life  is  old  age.*  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry 
Hesketb,  esq.  the  second  beloved  wife  of  Thomas  Townshend,  esq.  departed 
this  life  Sept.  2l8t,  1801,  aged  66.  Abo,  the  above  Thomas  Townshend, 
esq.  who  departed  this  Ufe,  May  27th,  1822,  aged  84.*' 
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On  the  same  wall,  a  handsome  tahlet^^^  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Wil- 
Bsm  Corles,  of  the  city  of  Chester,  merchant^  who  closed  an  honest  and 
inestimable  life  on  the  14th  day  of  Febmaty ,  1782,  aUt.  52.  Also,  of  Bdena,. 
his  wife,  who  followed  him,  deservedly  lamented,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1799,  aged  56.  Filial  reverence  and  aflbction  has  erected  this  tablet  to  their 
memories. 

On  the  north  wall,  a  beautiful  marble  tablet-^*^  Sacred  to  the  memory 
of  Thomas  Corles,  formerly  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  but  late  of  the  dty  of 
Chester,  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  the  8th  day  of  April,  1788,  aged 
60.  Also  of  Margaret  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  26th  March,  1790,  aged 
60.  Thia  monument  it  esected  by  thehr  nephew  William  Corles,  as  a 
Iribute  of  his  afiection  and  gratitude." 

In  this  church  are  also  interred  the  remains  of  Joseph  Dale,  esq.  late 
of  Bridge^treet ;  ■  Drake,  esq.  of  Watetgate-atreet ;  Airs.  Rogers, 

mother  of  alderman  Rogetft,  &e.  &c. 


Having  eompleted  the  history  of  our  parish  churches^ 
this  may  not  be  an  improper  place  to  offer  a  feiv  remarks* 
on  the  scantiness  of  our  burial  grounds  in  this  city.  What 
renders  their  enlargement  impracticable  is,  that  they  are 
mostly  surrounded  on  every  side  by  dense  buildings.  The 
only  exceptions  are  the  parishes  of  Trinity  and  St.  Brid- 
•get's ;  the  former  having  purchased  and  inclosed  a  piece 
of  ground  as  a  place  of  sepulture  near  the  city  gaol,  and 
the  latter  acquired  a  capacious  church-yard  near  the 
castle.  In  all  our  other  church-yards  there  is  scarcely  a 
square  yard  of  land  that  has  not  been  tenanted  by  the 
dead)  whose  flesh  and  bones  yet  remain  undecayed.  There 
is  something  in  this  state  of  things  that  shocks  the  firmest 
mind,  and  excites  an  ardent  wish  that  this  evil  should  be 
remedied.  Our  neighbours  of  Liverpool,  threatened  with 
a  like  inconvenience,  have  wisely  applied  themselves  ta 
the  providing  suitable  receptacles  for  the  dead,  equally 
sequestered  from  crowded  graves,  and  the  busy  footsteps 
of  men,  and  not  less  rural,  than  secure  from  the  unhal- 
lowed approach  of  body-stealers.  One  of  these  cemeteries 
is  situated  at  the  top  of  Duke-street,  where  the  funeral 
service  of  the  church  of  England  is  performed  over  the 
dead ;  and  the  other,  near  Everton,  comprizing  four  or 
five  acres  of  ground,  which  is  open  to  all  denominations  of 
persons,  and  where  the  rites  of  sepulture  may  be  performed 


PAROCHIAL   HIsrORV.  129 

by  any  dissenting  minister,  according  to  the  choice  of 
the  friends  of  the  deceased.    At  the  entrance  of  each  of 
these  is  a  neat  chapel,  and  both  are  surrounded  with  a  lofty 
wall  or  pallisading,    I  can  see  no  reason  but  something  of 
this  kind  might  be  accomplished  in  Chester.    The  cu*cum- 
stance  of  there  being  but  little  vacant  ground  within  the 
walls,  ought  not  to  be  considered  an  obstacle ;  for  it  is 
more  desirable  to  have  our  cemeteries  in  the  vicinity, 
rather  than  in  the  midst  of  crowded  towns.*    Korean 
the  expence  be  seriously  objected,  as  an  insuperable  im*> 
pediment.    Suppose  the  seven  parishes  which  are  short 
of  ground  for  interment,  were  each  to  club  its  quota, 
proportionate  to  its  parochial  levies,  to  be  liquidated  by 
rates,  in  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  laud,  and  the  erection 
of  a  chapel,  wall,  &c.  the  burthen  would  be  comparatively 
light,  while  the  object  attained  would  be  most  valuable. 
Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  even  as  a  pecuniary 
speculation,  the  project  would  be  one  of  gain  ;  for  who 
that  holds  dear  the  memory  of  departed  relatives  or  friends, 
would  object  to  pay  an  additional  sum  for  the  purdiase  of 
a   commodious  burying  place,   rather  than  have  their 
remains  huddled  together  in  a  crowded  church-yard,  and 
placed  in  contact  with  the  half-decomposed  bodies  of 
others.    In  my  estimation  the  plan  suggested  will  com- 
mend itself  to  the  approval  of  the  public  generally ;  nor 
am  I  inclined  to  believe,  that  either  our  venerable  bishop 
or  the  clergy  would  be  indisposed  to  it,  as  it  might  be  so 
modified  as  neither  to  detract  from  their  rights,  or  dimi- 
nish their  emoluments. 


*  In  andent  times,  none  wcie  buried  in  churches  or  church-yards :  it 
was  even  unlawful  to  inter  in  cities,  and  the  cemeteries  were  without  the  walls. 
Among  the  primitiTe  chrisdans,  these  were  hdd  in  great  veneration.  It 
even  appears  from  Eusebiusand  Tertullian,  that  in  the  early  ages,  they  as- 
sembled for  divine  worship  in  the  cemeteries.  Valerian  seems  to  have  coniiB- 
cated  the  cemeteries  and  other  pkces  of  divine  worship,  but  they  were 
restored  again  by  Gallienus.  As  the  martyrs  were  buried  in  these  places, 
the  Christians  chose  them  for  buildhig  diurches  on,  when  Constantine  esta- 
blished their  religioa ;  and  hence  some  derive  the  rule,  which  still  obtains 
in  the  church  of  Rome,  uever  to  consecrate  an  altar,  without  putting  und«  it 
the  relics  of  some  Haint. 
VOL.  11.  R 
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parod^tal  2e<|tufl(ts^ 


legacies  to  dt»  iDslbxta'si  Pati^. 

There  have  been  hut  few  legacies  left  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  some  of 
which  have  been  lost  through  the  negligecee  of  parish  officers,  and  others  have^ 
been,  in  my  estimation,  criminally  and  iUegaUy  diverted  from  their  legitimate 
object.    In  the  year  1729,  before  the  house  of  industry  was  built,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  incorporation  of  the  nine  parishes,  each  parish  maintained  its 
poor  in  a  building  within  its  own  precincts.    There  is  an  entry  in  the  church 
books  of  St.  Oswald's,  of  the  above  date,  from  whidi  it  appears,  that  the 
sum  of  £227.  ^s.  "  being  part  of  the  public  stock  or  fund  of,  and  belonging 
to  that  part  of  the  parish  of  St.  Oswald's,  within  the  liberty  of  the  city  <^ 
Chester,"  and  which  had  been  derived  from  bequests  to  the  poor,  was  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  premises  at  the  end  of  Windmill-lane  In  Oeoige's- 
street,  now  held  by  Air.  B.  Brassey,  as  a  nail  manufactory,  and  became  the 
parish  work-house.    For  this  purpose  it  was  used  until  the  erectkm  of  the 
house  of  industry  in  1757  ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  the  intermediate 
space  between  the  purchase  and  the  latter  period,  nor  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  the  poor  of  the  parish  have  received  a  sixpence  in  diarity  from  the 
funds  thus  alienated.    The  rent  now  received  f^m  these  premises  is  £30. 
per  annum,  which  is  appropriated  to  paying  the  clerk  and  sexton,  or  applied 
in  aid  of  ikt  cfwxch  rates!    I  do  not  think  myself  competent  to  give  an 
opinion  whether  this  property  might  be  recovered  to  the  poor ;  but  I  shall 
find  very  few  reasonable  men  who  will  dissent  from  me  in  affirming,  that  the 
present  mode  of  its  appHcatito  is  neither  consonttit  with  fidelity  to  the  dead, 
or  equity  to  the  living.    By  referring  to  the  legacies  of  St,  Jolm's  parish  it 
will  be  seen,  that  the  interest  of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  to  a  similar 
purpose  has  been  recovered,  and  Is  now  paid  from  the  church  rates,  according 
to  the  intention  of  the  humane  benefactors. 

Ten  shillings  a  year,  bequeathed  by  will  to  the  poor,  and  secured  upon 
a  farm  at  Huntington,  has  been  sufftred  to  remain  unpaid  for  the  last  twenty- 
eight  years  ;  upon  this  legacy,  therefore,  £14.  is  now  due,  and  it  is  proper 
the  churchwardens  should  take  stqw  at  least  for  its  future  punctual  payment. 

The  ehurchwaidens  distribute   annuaUy  to  the  poor,  the  sumofSOs. 

the  Joint  legacies  of Green,  and  Br«eton,  which  4n  fact  is  the 

whole  amount  those  officers  have  at  their  disposal. 

EdwMd  Russell,  a  proct«r  of  Chester,  by  will  date4  27th  June,  1 6^6, 
lef%  £2.  lOs.  per  annum  to  twelve  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  which  is  given 
in  bread  every  Sunday  throughout  the  year ;  also,  lOs.  a  year  to  the  minSster 
for  a  sermon  to  be  preached  on  the  2nd  of  March ;  and  likewise,  168.  a  year 
to  the  choristers  of  the  churdi,  to  be  pwd  on  St.  Chad's-day.— These  three 
Idgacies  are  reguUrly  paid  by  Mr.  John  Wood  Massey. 
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The  pariah  of  St.  Oswald  ia  at  thia  time  (Se|»t«  1880)  oigaged  ui  a  legid 
litigation  with  the  ont-townahipa,  whieh  threatena  diaagreeahie  reauHa,  one 
of  which,  at  least,  is  certain,  namdj,  oonaidttable  expenoe*    Tbia  eonteit 
originates  in  tlie  refusal  of  the  latter  to  pa^  certain  church  rates,  rendeced 
necessary  by  expenses  inemred  in  the  repabs  and  beautifying  of  the  church, 
and  the  erection  of  a  new  gallery,  in  1 826.     Among  the  grounds  of  refuSid 
are,  a  denial  of  being  legally  comprehended  within  the  parish,  and,  the  ille- 
gality of  the  demand,  the  money  bdng  expended  before  the  rates  were  granted, 
ia.  contraTention  of  an  act  of  parliament,    in  the  first  instance,  proceedings 
were  commenced  by  the  pariifa  in  the  ecclesiastical  oonit  against  Mr.  Jone^, 
chemist,  of  Great  Boughton,  to  compel  payment  of  the  levy*     Though 
this  geatleman  is  the  ostensiUe  defSendant  in  the  cause,  the  principal  land- 
owners in  the  out-parishes  have  made  common  cause  with  him ;  and  subscrip- 
tions have  been  entered  into  to  defend  the  suit.    Application  has  been  made  in 
the  King's  Bench,  and  a  rale  niii  obtained,  to  remove  the  cause  into  that 
court,  and  here  the  question  must  be  finally  settled,  unless  some  compromise 
takes  place,  which  at  present  seems  extremely  improbable.    If,  however,  the 
points  in  dispute  should  be  ultimately  referred  to  ^^  theglorimu  unceridinty,'' 
it  is  likely,  more  money  will  be  expended  in  the  conflict  by  the  parties,  than 
the   whole  amount  of  the  church-rates  for  a  century  to  oome.-«Another 
individual    ley-payer    or   two,    withm    the  parish^    have    also  formally 
signified  their  intention  of  resisting  the  rate^  because,  as  they  allege,  St. 
Oswald's,  as  being  part  of  the  cathedral,  is  not  legally  ffte  jMtmA  c^urcfc. 
It  is  not  l(Hr  me  to  say,  whether  this  ground  of  objection  be  vaHd  $  but 
even  if  it  should  be  proved  so,  the  parish  will  be  under  little  obligation 
to  these  SehnumM.    For,  should  they  be  able  to  prosecute  their  purposes  to 
a  successful  issue,  the  consequence  would  necessarily  be,  that  our  ecclesiastical 
rulers  would  am^l  the  parishioners  to  buUd  a  parish  church,  and  thuS  entail 
an  expense  upon  them,  of  perhaps  not  less  than  iix  or  eight  thousand 
poumds. 


legadent  to  ftc.  %ia^'&  patij^. 

The  legacies  belonging  to  this  parish  are  rather  numerous ;  the  fioUawing 
is  the  present  state  of  them  :— 

John  Brereton,  by  his  will  dated  8th  of  April,  1681,  left  one  pound  to 
be  given  to  twenty  poor  persons,  which  is  paid  by  the  Treasurers  of  the  city 
to  the  Churchwardens,  on  tlie  4th  of  May  annually. 

John  Stockton  and  Eleanor  his  wife  by  wHl  and  deed  dated  1686  aitd 
1716,  left  eleven  shilUngs  to  the  poor,  the  former  iix  shflUogs,  and  the 
latter  five  shillings,  payable  off  Mr.  Kenrick*s  gatden  n^ir  the<2iom,  due 
i8th  Oetober  yearly. 

Henry  Sraidi,  Esq.  left  in  trust  to  the  Goyemors  oi  Christ-i  Hospital  a 
large  sum,  which  he  dkected  to  be  divided  anauidly  amongst  eeitahs  ^atiahse 
in  various  parti  of  the  Idngdom*    St.  Jobn'ls  St.  Michael'^  and  JSC  Mavy'tf 
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in  thii  dtj  weie  fiirtiii»t«  enough  to  be  of  the  nnmbcr.  The  nunor  of 
Stoiightan,  In  the  eoaaty  of  LekeMer,  is  the  pmnt  loane  from  whence  the 
kgMjr  is  derived,  tfarongfa  the  agency  of  Mesen.  Bmy  end  Wanen,  of  Greet 
fiatik^treet,  Bloomebary.  It  is  due  at  Mirharimaii  and  paid  at  Chrutmaa 
yearly.^-The  ram  lecelvcd  by  St.  John'a  laat  year  was  £14  18b.  7d.  and  was 
■distributed  in  shoes,  dogs,  proyieions,  and  dothes,  amongst  121  individuals. 

Edwaid  Batho,  alderman,  diaiged  a  messuage  (now  the  property  of 
Mr.  John  Sdler)  in  Feregat^stieet,  with  10  shillings  to  the  vicar  lor  a  sermon 
at  St.  John*s,  on  the  Epiphany,  and  208.  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  at  6d.  each. 
It  is  due  on  the  <lth  of  January,  and  is  reedved  and  distributed  annually. 

The  said  Edward  Batho  also  left  twenty  shillings  to  be  paid  off  Hun- 
tington Lower  Meadow,  to  be  given  in  bread  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every 
month.  This  legacy  is  due  at  Lady-day,  and  ten  loaves,  value  two  pence 
each,  are  given  to  poor  persons  as  directed.<~The  said  Edward  Batho  also 
iieqneathed  a  fturther  sum  of  ten  shillings,  payeble  off  the  Owler  Hall  lands 
in  Huntington,  to  be  given  to  nine  poor  persons,  and  the  derk  one  shiUing 
each.    This  is  also  due  at  LadyUiay. 

Peter  Leadbeater  bequeathed  one  pound  six  shillings  a  year  to  be  given 
in  bread  to  six  poor  persons  every  Sunday  for  ever.  This  legacy  is  paid  by 
the  parishioneiB,  they  having  appropriated  the  prindpal  money  of  £26.  to  the 
use  of  the  parish,  and  the  six  loaves  are  given  as  directed. 

—  Harvey  left  fifteen  pounds,  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  for 
ever.  The  principal  (like  the  former  legacy)  having  been  made  use  of  by 
the  parishioners  to  assist  in  purdiasing  the  herbage  of  the  church-yaid  in 
1794,  the  parishioners  pay  fifteen  shillings  a  year  to  the  poor  at  Easter.*^ 

The  following  legades  were  also  appropriated  by  the  parish  about  a 
century  ago,  not  as  has  been  stated  by  one  or  two  historians.  In  the  erection 
of  a  j^ery  in  the  drarch,  but  In  employing  the  poor  and  matntafaiing  a 
parish  workhouse  before  the  nine  paridies  were  incorporated  s— 

Mr.  Whitley's  of. £34  Mr.  Jdlioo*sof. £10 

Mr.  Bridge's 5  Mrs.  Salmon's 10 

Mr.  Phillips's 5  Oitto  second 10 

Mr.  Denson's 5  Mr.  Radford's «  10 

Mr.  Lawrence  Woods 6  Mr.  Cotton's 10 

Mrs.Mary  Woods 6  Booth's  &  Swarbrook's  ..••  15 

Mr.  Cows* 20  Mr.  Fhichett's 13 

Mr.  Nidd's 10  Mr.  Fletcher's 18 

Mr.God8aU'8 10  Mr.  Aldeiwy's. 10 

In  all  £190.  The  interest  whenof,  say  £9.  lOs.  is  secured  by  decree  of  the 
Bishop,  dated  the  4th  ef  January,  1803,  and  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
south  gallery  seat  rents;  and  it  is  given  to  the  poor  by  the  Churchwardens 
on  01:  about  Lady«day  yearly. 

Thomas  Wilcock's  legacy  is  the  most  important  one,  being  an  entire  es- 
«ate  at  Wlllaston,  hi  the  hundred  of  Wind,  part  secured  by  will  and  Ae 
rcmahider  by  deed.  It  was  first  made  chargeable  under  the  will  wiA£20a 
yetr  tothe  three  following  parishes,  in  the  proportions  annexed,  vis : 
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StJohn't £U    9    8 

St.Bridget*8 3  14    2 

NestOD 2  16    2 

^liicb  was  directed  to  be  distributed  as  follows,  to  40  poor  housekeepers,  one 

fihiUing  8  piece  on  St  John's  day,  St.  Michael's  day,  New  Year's  Day,  and 

Good  Friday,  for  erer.    To  24  poor  persons  he  left  a  loaf  to  be  given  upon 

every  Sunday  throughout  the  year  for  ever ;  to  the  Minister  for  a  Sermon 

on  €h)od  Friday,  158.;  to  the  Clerk  Ss.  4d.;   to  the  Churchwardens  2s.; 

and  ^^e  shillingB  to  be  paid  upon  audithig  the   accounts.    The  residue, 

which  18  hdd  in  trust  under  this  deed,  each  parish  havfaig  three  trustees, 

being  considerably  increased,  is  consequently  more  beneficial  to  the  poor  and 

other  legatees,  who  continue  to  receive  annually  the  produce  of  it,  which  is 

divided  in  the  proportion  of 

jC.   b.    d. 

0  14    5  in  the  pound  to  St.  John's. 

0    2    9  StBridget's. 

0    2  10 ••  Neston. 


£10    0 


Eighteen  poor  persons  of  this  parish,  in  oonunon  with  the  poor  of  all 
the  other  parishes,  except  that  of  St.  Olave,  receive  in  rotation  one  penny  in 
bread,  and  three-pence  in  money  (Offley's  legacy)  from  the  Churchwardens 
of.St.  Peter's. 

Thirteen  poor  persons  of  this  parish  also  receive  in  annua]  rotation  with 
a  like  number  of  poor  of  the  odier  parishes,  a  prayer-book  each,  being  a 
legacy  left  by  the  late  Mr.  Cotton. 

Aba.  Helena  Salmon  left  a  Guinea  a  year  to  the  Minister  for  a  Sermon 
on  the  27th  of  December  yearly,  2s.  Od.  to  the  Clerk,  and  2s.  to  the  Sexton. 
These  legacies  are  at  present  paid  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  of  Capenhurst,  the 
late  owner  of  a  house  in  St.  John's-street,  formerly  occupied  by  Mr.  George 
Harrison,  surgeon,  upon  which  they  were  charged.  This  house  was  a  few 
years  since  taken  down,  and  the  land  upon  which  it  stood  is  added  to  the 
garden  of  the  Bank  of  Messrs.  Williams,  Hughes,  &  GranviUe. 

In  this  parish  there  are  four  alms-houses  for  old  parishionersy  situate  in 
Little  St.  John-street,  built  by  Mrs.  Dighton  Salmon,  in  1788,  but  they 
have  no  endowment.  In  the  front  of  them  is  this  inscription  :«-*'  These 
ahnsJioiiaes  were  rebuilt  and  enlarged  at  the  sole  ezpence  of  Mrs.  Dighton 
Salmon,  of  this  pariah.".— The  property  of  Earl  Grosvenor  joins  the  south 
end  of  these  houses.  In  some  alterations  made  when  rebuilding,  it  was 
alleged  that  an  encroachment  had  been  made  upon  them ;  and  a  reference 
being  agreed  upon,  it  was  awarded  that  his  lordship  should  pay  twenty  shiU 
Ihigs  a  year  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  inmates. 
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iisacfefli  to  %t.  Petecu  |ptti4- 

William  Crompton,  of  Klimarton,  FUntahiie^  by  will  dated  1709,  left 
one  half  of  his  landa  and  meiaiiagcf  at  fligher  Kimi^^^  to  the  poor  of  St* 
Peter's  parish,  onder  the  direetian  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Chester, 
In  the  year  1810,  this  land  was  yalned  at  £18.  a  year,  and  leased  st  that 
sum  for  twenty-one  years  to  William  Richards,  £s<|. ;  a  surrey  and  map  of 
this  estate  was  made  by  J.  Calveley,  in  the  year  177^»  which  is  now  preserved 
in  the  chnrch.  This  legacy  is  paid  regularly  in  the  vestzy  of  the  church,  by 
the  minister  and  two  senior  aldermen. 

Alderman  Henry  Bennett,  who  died  1715,  did  by  will  of  17th  Feb. 
I7O8,  and  proved  30ih  March,  1715,  bequeath  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  the 
sum  of  £25.  the  interest  to  be  paid  by  his  executor  to  12  poor  old  widows 
every  Christmas.  This  bequest  was,  with  his  other  legacies,  charged  on  his 
real  estate,  given  to  his  son  and  executor,  Henry  Bennett,  who  died  in  1741. 
It  seems  this  legacy  was  never  paid  into  the  parish,  but  remained  charged  on 
his  real  estate  at  Whitby ;  also,  that  instead  of  the  bequest  of  2s.  Id.  to  each 
widow,  the  family  were  in  the  habit  of  givmg  2s*  6d.  to  each  of  the  12 
widows.  At  this  time  it  appears,  that  32s.  is  paid,  the  cause  unknown,  to 
the  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  every  Christmas,  from  the  former  estate  of 
Henry  Bennett,  at  Whitby,  by  the  present  owner,  Earl  Orosvenor. 

Mr.  Witter,  of  Frodsham,  left  £l.  a  year,  charged  on  a  shop  and  house 
on  the  west  side  of  Higher  Bridge^treet,  which  is  regularly  paid. 

Mr.  Cooper  left  52s.  a  year  to  the  poor  in  bread,  and  8d.  a-piece  to  the 
derk  and  sexton,  for  distributing  the  same ;  charged  on  the  Old  Talbot,  and 
now  paid  by  the  occupier  of  the  Royal  Hotel. 

Mr.  Hugh  Offley,  by  will  of  May  14th,  1596,  left  a  penny-loaf,  and 
tSiree-penoe  to  twelve  poor  people  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month  to  the 
eight  dty  parishes  in  succession  (St.  Olave^s  being  the  one  omitted),  and  six- 
pence-halfpenny each  to  the  clerk  and  sexton  of  St.  Peter's,  for  its  distribu- 
rion ;  now  paid  by  the  dty  treasurer.    Also,  by  the  same  officer, 

Ten  shillings  yeady,  left  by  Mr.  Brereton,  and  paid  on  St.  Oeorge*s-day. 

There  have  been  several  other  legades  left  to  this  parish,  but  the  above 
are  all  that  are  now  available  to  the  poor. 


ttvxit0  to  Vcinite  pamti. 

The  poor  of  this  parish  have  been  favoured  with  numerous  bequests, 
as  recorded  on  various  tablets  in  the  diurch,  but  many  of  these  have  been  lost 
from  the  negligence  of  those,  whose  daty  was  to  see  them  properly  distributed. 
At  the  present  time,  the  followmg  only  are  sdll  applied  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  donors  :— 

Peter  Ince,  stationer,  gave  by  will,  dated  July  12th,  in  the  20th  year  of 
king  Charles,  62  shillings  yearly,  for  ever,  to  be  given  in  bread  to  poor  people 
attending  church.    Charged  upon  the  cdlar  of  the  house  hi  which  he  lived. 
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John  Bierefon,  alderman,  gave  ten  shillings  a  year  to  the  poor,  paid  on 
St.  George's-day,  by  the  city  treasurer. 

Bobect  Fletcher,  of  Cork,  son  o£  William  Fletcher,  of  this  city,  draper, 
gave  in  1G74,  two  new  houaes  with  jC4.  «  year  £»  four  poor  widows,  and  4s. 
a  year  to  repair  the  houses  finr  eves,*  charged  upon  a  house  on  the  west 
side  of  Lower  Bridge^slieet,  formerly  occupied  by  Mrs.  Hunt.  The  appotnti 
ment  of  pensioneis  is  vestedin  the  piopiiolefs  of  the  house  charged;  but  i£ 
they  negleet  patting  in  a  tenant  £ov  twen^  days,  then  the  selection  rests  with 
the  parish  officers. 

ThomasKenyoOyCarpenteCy  by  will  of  July  ]9tht  1711$  bequsaliiedidl  his 
real  and  personal  estate,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  twelye  poor  widows  of  Trinity 
parish,  the  product  to  be  dlstribiited  every  10th  day  of  Juncv  for  eve^  The 
above  Thomas  Kenyon  charged  his  property  with  his  debts  and  some  small 
legacies,  which  were  paid  off  with  some  parish  bequests,  the  real  estate  being 
retained  and  much  improved.  The  property  when  left,  consisted  of  two 
houses  with  a  stable,  and  yard,  on  the  west  side  of  Lineo-hall-street ;  also  a 
bam,  stable,  and  garden,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street.  These  premises, 
now  composing  nine  tenements,  let  fot  the  sum  of  £59. 

Alderman  Henry  Bennett  left  the  sum  of  £25.  to  this  parish,  and  under 
the  same  r^ulations  as  his  bequest  to  St.  Peter's.  In  the  records  of  Trinity^ 
it  is  seen,  that  in  1715,  this  lega^  was  at  a  vestry  meeting  ordered  to  be  pud 
in,  to  discharge  a  debt  due  upon  Kenyon's  houses ;  which  order,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  attended  to,  and  was  indeed  at  variance  with 
the  provisions  of  Blr.  Bennett's  wilk  The  interest  of  the  above  sum,  there* 
fore,  is  kgally  chargeable  on  the  real  estate,  and  is  now  paid  by  Earl  Gros- 
venor,  as  mentioned  in  St.  Peter's  charities* 

John  Orosvenor,  Esq.  by  will»  dated  27th  of  May,  1699,  left  £3.  a 
year,  to  be  paid  to  ten  decked  housekeepers  of  the  parish,  chaiged  upon  his 
house,  garden,  and  premises  in  Watergat04Ureet,  late  the  piopeffty  and  resi* 
dence  of  William  Gurrie,  M.D.  and  now  belonging  to  Henry  Potts,  Bsq. 

ALM8-HOV8E8..^..The  family  of  Mainwaring  founded  almsihouses  in 
Trinity-stveet  for  three  poor  widows,  with  an  allowance  of  £1.  V  ansu  each. 
They  are  appointed  by  ^  descendants  of  the  founder^  the  Mainwaring s  of 
Bromborough. 

There  are  also  twelve  alms-houses,  situated  at  the  bottom  of  New  Crane, 
street,  within  this  parish,  founded  by  the  present  Earl  Grosvenor,  for  as 
many  decayed  freemen,  who  receive  2s.  6d.  each,  weekly. 

«  These  alms-houies  are  situated  at  the  bottom  of  King's  Bniidinss;  aslabinthe 
front  bears  the  following  inscription: — **The  gift  of  Robert  Fletcher,  of  Corke,  >n 
Irehuad,  gent,  the  foarlh  MUior  William  Fletcher,  of  this  citty  of  Cheeter,  to  4  poor 
widdows  of  sixty  years  old,  of  the  parish  of  Trinitie,  toad  88  shillings  to  be  paid  each  of 
them  yearly  by  the  qnarter,  and  4  shillings  yearly  to  repair  these  houses  for  ever.  Anno 
Domini  H>74." 
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ttfiscixfi  to  49t*  Spntiit'iBi  ]par!B|)* 

This  pariah  has  ihand  bat  Tery  icantlly  in  the  booaty  ofmuhBottvtieni 
aooestons  the  benefiutloiiB  behig  eomjMied  hi  the  f<rilowfaig  ahoct  list  :— 

Robert  Shone,  tsUow-chsndler,  formerly  shcrifFof  Chester,  left  90b.  u^ 
be  distributed  to  the  poor  erery  Good  Friday ;  90b.  to  the  minister ;  90b.  to 
the  cfauichwardens  for  repaiis  of  the  church ;  and  10s.  to  the  cleric  annually, 
for  ever ;  aU  which  are  charged  on  the  Middle  Rake  Hay,  in  die  parish  of 
Hawarden,  and  regularly  reeeived  and  duly  applied. 

Mr.  Teiry  left  90b.  to  the  poor,  and  10s.  to  the  minister,  to  be  psU  every 
Easter  Monday,  for  ever ;  charged  on  a  house  near  Olover*s  Stone. 

Mr.  John  Loogdale  left  £10.  the  intCRSt  to  be  ghren  to  the  poor  oo 
Christmas-day,  for  ever. 


iigadtK  to  <k.  S^'iBi  ]0ari4l* 

Various  small  sums  have  been  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  as 
appears  on  the  tablets  in  the  church,  but  few  remain  at  present. 

Ten  shillings  is  paid  on  St  Oeorge*s  day  yearly  to  the  poor,  by  the  city 
treasurer,  being  what  is  called  Brereton's  legacy. 

Twelve  shillhigB  a  year,  paid  by  Lord  Orosvenor,  probably  from  pro- 
perty  charged  with  it,  now  in  his  Lordship's  possession. 

This  parish,  (in  conjanctbn  with  those  of  St  John's  and  St  Hichael*8> 
receives  Its  quota  from  Henry  Smith's  legacy,  secured  on  the  manor  of 
Stoughton,  In  Ldcesterahiie.  (Set  legacies  ifi  8i.  Jthn't),  The  amount 
of  this  to  Mary's  parish,  since  the  year  1815  has  varied  from  £4.  1  Is.  Od^ 
to  £11.  17s.  6d.  per  annum,  which  last  sum  was  paid  the  last  year.  The 
amount  is  distributed  to  the  poor  parishioners  in  bread. 

The  galleries  were  erected  with  several  sums  derived  from  legacies, 
amounting  to  £78.  the  interest  of  which  at-five  per  cent  (£3. 18s.  Od.)  is 
divided  among  the  poor,  as  directed  by  the  benefactors ;  and  as  the  galleries 
produce  no  rental  from  seats,  the  amount  is  taken  from  the  church-rate. 
Until  1892,  there  was  a  rental  produced  by  the  letting  of  seats. 


I(gacte0  to  %iu  BriO0et'jai. 

This  l^arish  is  included  in  the  receipt  of  Wilcock's  legacy,  arising  frooi 
an  estate  at  Willaston,  which  at  the  time  of  its  being  bequeathed,  produced 
only  £90.  a  year,  but  is  now  let  for  nearly  £100.  per  annum. — The  quota  of 
this  parish  from  the  product  is  2s.  Od.  in  the  pound,  and  the  net  receipt  last 
year  was  £11.  which  was  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor. 

The  parish  possesses  a  dose  of  land  in  Hoole-lane,  called  the  Crofit,  now 
let  for  £5.  5s.  the  amount  of  which  is  given  to  fourteen  individuals  on  the 
list  of  the  poor.  This  land  was  purchased  by  legacies  left  by  Mis.  Booth,. 
Mrs.  Bailey,  Mrs.  Salmon,  and  Mrs.  Swarbrook. 
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Ac  estate  at  TniHndvpaMiuMdftr  iCSINI.  Item  lii«  Mia  of  iMmiei  loft 
hj  Ml.  Hsnisoo,  brewer ;  the  produce  of  this  eltate  was  formorly  distrilmtel 
at  the  diioetioii  of  Mr.  aUennaii  Dyaon,  Imt  is  now  difeded  by  Mr.  Barker, 
ioHdtor,  who  distributed  to  ten  poor  parlshionen  as  the  last  half-year's 
rceeipts,  35s.  eaeh. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Griffiths,  by  wiU  dated  1301  Noy.  1780,  left  £60.  to  tho 
efanichwsrdens  to  buy  bread  for  the  poor,  with  the  interest,  every  Qiristaias* 
eve,  for  ever.  With  this  money  £100.  three  ^  cent,  consols  was  purchased 
in  1798,  in  the  name  of  William  Thomas  and  William  Mass^,  Esqts,  but 
owing  to  the  want  of  common  precaution  in  not  renewing  the  tnuteei,  tho 
money  has  been  lost  to  the  parish. 

Recorder  Townsheod  left  two  pounds  a  year,  charged  on  a  house  now 
the  property  of  Bell  Ince,  Esq.  Several  other  trifling  sums  ace  also  distri« 
bttted  to  the  poor. 

The  alms-houses  for  freemen's  widows  in  Commonhall-stceet,  ait 
sitoated  in  this  parish,  but  they  are  not  confined  to  the  parishioners.  These 
houses  were  formerly  the  hospital  of  St.  Ursula ;  they  were  founded  in  158Sb 
by  the  ezecutors  of  Roger  Smith,  for  six  poor  decayed  persons,  who  had 
been  aldennen  and  common  ooundLmen,  or  their  widows,  and  in  default  of 
sny  such,  for  other  poor  persons*  In  1640,  the  guild  of  St.  Ursula  gave  30d« 
a  year  to  this  hospital ;  they  are  now  occupied  by  the  widows  of  fresOMB, 
who  receive  a  dooation  of  £1.  6lk  8d.  each,  whidi  is  paid  by  the  coipocation,* 


There  is  no  parish  within  the  dty  so  plentiftilly  endowed  with  pfirOThlal 
bequests,  whether  as  regards  their  number  or  value,  as  tills. 

Doctor  Robert  Oldfidd,  by  his  wiU  of  24  AprO,  1606,  devised  his  two 
thhd  parts  of  Dunham  Hall,  and  other  OMSsuages,  cottages,  lands,  dtc  at 
Dnnham-on.tfae4iill,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  together  with  odier  lands  neav 
Chester,  to  certain  trustees  in  his  said  wiU  named,  for  the  purpose  **ef 
*^payhig  £20.  a  year  to  the  mfaiister  of  St  Michael's  churGfa,  in  Chtster^  la 
^  augmentation  of  his  yearly  maintenance,  if  his  trustees  for  the  time  behig, 
**  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shsll  approvie  of  such  minister,'  when  he  Is  duly 
•«  fautituted  and  inducted,  and  if  it  happen  that  he  hath  no  other  eodesiasticjl 
"pteforment,  and  actually  officiated  in  preaching  eonstantiy  there ;  and  for 
*<  the  purpose  of  applying  the  nsidue  of  the  interest  money,  &c.  (after  py« 
**  ment  of  the  necessary  expences)  to  and  for  the  preferment  of  one  or  more 
**  poor  boy  or  boys  bom  in  the  said  parish  of  St  Micfaad,  towiiids  puttiDg 

«  What  it  said,  in  noticing  St.  Mary*s  parish  (page  108)  would  seein  to  imply,  that- 
the  whole  of  Handbridge  is  comprehended  therein.  Thia.  faoweTer.  it  by  no  meant  the 
fact,  a  coiMiderahte  portion  of  that  snhnrb  being  included  in  the  pertsb  ofit.ArWset. 
In  that  district,  this  parish  commences  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  jnst  beyond  the 
toil-gate :  takes  la  the  north  side  of  MilLslrcet ;  inclndes  sU  the  houses  leading  to  tM 
3ottoms.laiie  i  the  land*  oa  the  left  haad  boanded  by  the  Oeei  firetchee  to  the  enre» 
mity  of  the  farm  occupied  by  Messn.  Jones  and  Herbert,  and  compiehende  what  is 
eommonly  called  the  lEarl*t  Bye.  It  U  from  this  portion  tf  the  parlA,  that  $U  Brilf  el'« 
eeriyee  a  great  portion  of  iu  rates. 
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*«  tfwpi  fogth  jo  tndm,  6t  cowarda  mrirHiiBthg  Aete  >t  nnivmhic^  if  apt  to 
*^leu3i.''  A  Miffieleiit  immbcr  «f  props  objeets  do  not  every  yew  piewnt 
thenudTes,  and  tlie  rereoues  theretee  have  (nadei  the  jndicioai  managenent 
of  the  tnieteei)  aceomiilated,  ao  that  the  anmal  Ineome  of  the  tmat  piopoty 
is  now  about  £320.  The  present  trustees  axe  Roger  Banstofl,  Henry 
Hesksth,  W.  M.  Thaekeray,  M.IX  and  O.  K  Gfanville,  Eaqairea.  The 
following  is  a  eomct  statement  of  the  last  yfar*B  pcodnee  of  tiiis  noperty, 
aeptember,  isao :—  r-  r-  / 

Dunham  Hall  farm  and  cottages  ••.. £113 

Farm  (Ute  Antrobua's) , 119 

Lan  ds  in  Boughton 1 33 

Pividends  on  £200a  stock  in  thiee  ^  cent  eonsols    60 

425 
liess  by  allowances  to  tenants  for  impzovements,  repaizs,  law 
charges,  agency,  &c  about 106 

Clear  income  applicable  to  the  Trusts  of  Dr.  01dfield*s  will  £320 

The  ahna-h<mses  in  Fepper^reet  were  erected  by  WilHara  Jaam^  lata 
of  the  Middle  Temple,  esq.  and  by  deed  dated  10  July,  IBM,  a  certain 
BDCMaage  and  ahops  near  St.  Michael's  chnrck,  and  a  field  in  OavcrtBO, 
within  the  liberties  of  the  dty,  were  conveyed  to  trustees  for  their  use  and 
•upport,  to  which  he  afterwards  added  certain  hmds  within  the  borough  of 
Holt,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh ;  these  ahns-houses  admit  ten  persons,  six 
^'omen  and  four  men,  all  to  be  above  66  years  old,  unmarried,  decayed,  and 
impotent,  being  past  Ubour,  and  who  frequent  the  church  and  public  worship 
9f  Ood  upon  the  Lord*s^y  and  holidays,  and  are  not  scandalous  by  holding 
blasphemous,  heretical  or  any  schismatical  opinions,  contrary  to  the  ancient 
^d  orthodox  futh  of  the  church  of  England  and  its  discipline,  and  are  not 
in  conversation  guU^  of  any  gross  sips  or  vices,  as  adultery,  fomieation, 
drunkenness,  swearing,  railmg,  or  the  like,  but  are  reputed  to  be  of  honeat 
conversation.  The  poor  of  St  Michael's  parish  are  ^  be  preferred  on  any 
vacancy,  unless  there  happens  to  be  two  penoBS  belonging  to  that  pa^h 
~«ady  in  possession  of  the  houses.  The  revennea  of  this  charity  have  been 
tariable,  as  the  value  of  the  lands  has  moeaaed  or  otherwise;  and  are  oq^eeted 
(0  be  improved  on  the  expiration  pf  a  lease,  dated  August,  1766,  granted  hf 
the  trustee  for  the  tune  being,  of  the  said  measuage  and  shops,  for  the  term 
of  99  years,  at  the  rent  of  £14.  10s.  in  oonaideration  of  the  sum  of  £360,  to 
^e  laid  oui  in  rebuilding  and  improving  the  premises  demised.  The  present 
Jrustees  are  the  Rev.  Joneph  Eaton,  A.M.  F.S,A.  ordained  minister  $  Roger 
Bamston,  Robert  Baxter,  Thomas  Dixon,  O.  B.  Granville,  William  Yate, 
Esquhres ;  W.  M.  Thackeray,  M.D. 

Philip  Philips,  alderman  of  this  city,  by  will  dated  July  6th,  1611,  left 
a  shop  hi  Eastgate^treet,  which  then  let  fer  408.  a  year.  From  neglect  of  the 
parishioners,  this  bequest  has  dwindled  to,  and  now  tmly  claimed  aa  a  rent 
charge.  This  sum  haa  been  paid  sfaice  1»19  by  Earl  Oiosvenor,  who  haa 
become  possessed  of  the  property ;  it  is  appropriated  to  the  poor  by  tha 
churchwardens. 


Henry  Smith,  of  London,  included  this  pariah»  with  those  of  St.  John 
and  St.  Mary,  in  his  annual  valuable  bequest.  (See  St,  Jokn^t  Legaeiet.) 
ft  is  now  more  productive  than  formerly ;  the  sum  xeoeived  by  this  parish  as 
its  quou  £Dr  the  year  1829,  and  paid  February,  1830,  amounted  to  £12. 9s. 
Jonathan  Goldson,  by  will  of  March  10th,  1679,  left  £15.  once  in  evoy 
thne  years,  to  put  forth  a  freeman's  son  of  diis  parish  lappreadce.  This 
bequest  is  chaxgeable  on  four  houses  in  Pepper^street  In  1694,  an  additional 
£2.  every  three  years  was  added  by  Joseph  Basnet,  as  an  augmentation,  w^ 
charged  on  his  estate  in  the  parish,  which  is  now  tJie  property  of  Mr.  Owen 
FouUces.  Neither  of  these  legadei  have  been  received  formasy  yean'psst^ 
but  it  is  beUeved  the  parish  officers  have  it  in  oontemplarionto  enfbaroe  tlwir 
payment* 

Ctoorge  Bttlkeley,  Sept.  25th,  1688,  left  the  sum  of  £100.  tested  In 
trustees,  who  are  to  pay  the  interest  to  the  minister,  but  in  case  of  a  vacancy, 
the  Interest  thence^  arising  to  be  given  to  Ae  poor  of  St.  Michael  and  St. 
Bridget,  by  the  church  wardens  of  those  parishes.  He  also  left  £60.  towards 
building  a  new  steeple,  which  was  received  by  the  parish  in  1708. 

William  Proby,  left  April  3id,  1716,  12s.  a  year,  charged  on  a  Md  in 
Handbridge,  caUed  Gook*s  Croft,  paid  to  the  ckurchwtfdens  by  Thomas 
Evans,  of  Saitney. 

Lettice  Whitley  left  a  house  on  the  east  sid6  of  Bridge-street  (bo# 
tenanted  by  Mr.  Swarbriok,  bookseller,  and  commonly  caUed  the  parsonage 
house)  to  4he  minister  and  his  successors  fbr  ever,  and  charged  the  odlifr 
"under  the  same  with  lOs.  a  year  for  the  derk,  and  5s.  for  the  sexton  for  ever. 
By  her  will  in  1706,  this  house  is  left  to  Mr.  Brereton ;  paying  £4.  a  year 
to  the  minister ;  but  in  a  codicil,  dated  July  3,  1706,  the  minister  is  to  have 
the  house,  and  the  cellar  only  is  reserved  to  Mr.  Brereton,  paying  the  derk 
and  sexton,  which  by  the  will  li^  on  the  premises  at  large. 

Peter  Cotton  left  in  1716,  thirteen  large  prayer-books  to  the  poor  of  the 
nine  parishes  of  the  city,  in  rotation.  Paid  by  the  mayor  of  Chester  for  the 
time  being,  and  recdved  by  this  parish  in  1829. 

Timothy  Dean  left  March  20,  1726,  £6a  in  aSd  of  Goldsob^s  legacy. 
Tfaift  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Philip  Prestbury,  who  died  inaohrent  abo«t 
teventeen  years  ago,  and  the  legacy  entirely  lost. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  licftwich  left  May  10th,  1746,  £10.  the  interest  to  bo 
^Ad.  out  by  the  minister  and  diurchwardens,  in  a  bible,  value  4s.  6d.  9  prayer 
liook,  2s. ;  Duty  of  Man,  2s.  6d. ;  Preparation  ibr  the  Sacrament,  Is* ;  aod 
^ven  every  year  to  one  poor  housekeeper. 

Hannah  I^eftwich  bequeathed  £40.  the  interest  to  begii^h  to  dght  old 
maids  yeady. 

These  two  legades,  with  one  of  £40.  left  by  Mrs.  Klizabe^  Potter,  ta 
ten  poor  penons  in  the  alms-houees,  were  in  the  year  1789  caUed  in,  and 
vested  in  the  purchase  of  a  shop  in  the  street,  under  the  house  belonging  !• 
tills  palish,  on  the  north  side  of  the  church. 

John  Matthews  (Cq^t  R.  N.)  who  died  in  1798,  left  £360.  of  three  p« 
cent,  eonsc^  the  interest  to  put  apprentice  a  poor  ^ild  bom  in  this  parilbf 
now  vested  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  J.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  T.  IHc»m{wm 
Leacroft). 
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l4iKMi  to  At  f)lm*#  Itartti* 

Manjp  tmaU  chaxitable  beqoMli  of  five  and  tea  pounds  to  dit  poor,  baft 
hma  mat  In  the  cnctlon  of  a  gallery  $  the  pariah  pays  tha  Intvtat  tot  tho 
Maajr. 

EUnbath  Booth,  by  will  dated  7th  Fefafoary,  1788,  left  £10.  a  yMr  to 
the  mliiiater  of  St.  Olava'a  ht  ever,  chaigedo«  her  houe  and  pitmiaca  in  tho 
paiiib,  now  occupied  by  Ur.  Willoughby,  as  the  Albion  HoleL 

The  Rer.  Benjamin  Cnkn,  a  native  of  Cheeter,  and  taiinlslcff  of  tho 
pnidi,  by  will  June  llth,  1714,  kft  £100.  the  inteieat  to  be  applied  to  put 
i^rentieea  the  dUldien  of  poor  people,  who  did  not  receive  alma.  Thia 
Inoney,  with  aome  aocumulatiag  Interest,  and  £80.  added  as  a  legaqr  by 
Mia*  Aubrey,  has  been  vetted  in  the  purchase  of  £103. 18s.  3d.  stock  navy 
Ave  V  cents..  ■  For  several  years  there  have  been  but  very  few  applicants  fat 
this  charity,  the  reason  of  which  la,  beaansa  there  Is  Icarcdy  a  single  poor 
Amily  Id  the  palish,  who  hate  not  been  forced  to  ^ply  for  parochial 
asslstanoe. 

Robert  Harvey,  alderman  of  Chester,  built  six  ahns^houses  in  the  parish 
ttf  St.  Olave,  fbr  sfac  poor  persons,  and  endowed  them  with  a  fourth  and  a 
dighih  of  the  Water-tower,  in  Bridge-^te,  which  beings  sold  to  Messn. 
flfawUns  and  Headley,  en^^bieers  of  the  water-worhs,  In  160S,  lor  £100.  i 
Ifaa  sum  was  again  vested  in  the  concern,  and  now  yields  £8.  a  year,  which  ia 
]fM  bk  equal  proportions  to  the  poor  inmates. 


EXTRA   PAROCHIAL. 

itttu  «C.  SotR'0. 

The  Chapd  oi  Br.  JoRV*8,  oommonly  called  Litda  St  John's,  In 
•iinatad  In  an  aztia-parachial  spot  on  the  nordi-west  side  of,  and  near  to,  thn 
Kottfagata,  wiAont  the  dty  waOa.  It  is  a  perpetual  curacy.  In  the  patronagn 
of  na  cof potfation. 

lids  chapd  la  of  great  antiquity.  In  die  ISdi  of  Edwaxd  III.  a  writ 
WBB  dinetad  to  the  jnstioe  of  Chester  to  take  hito  his  hands  the  lands 
and  mts  of  the  hospital  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  without  the  Northgate,  hy 
Mitna  of  which  an  inqulsitfon  was  held  of  twdve  dtiaens  of  Chester,  by 
lAott  hwas  fbund:.'«  That  the  eaid  Hospital  was  founded  by  Randal  duke 
Of  Brittany,  and  eari  of  Chester  and  Rtdnnond,  in  hommr  ai  God,  tho 
Vlighi,  and  St  John  the  Baptist,  for  the  sustentation  ofpooieandsilUa 
fmona,  and  grsnted  In  pure  and  perpetual  ahnes ;  that  the  aame  waaoen- 
imiad  by  Henry  HI.  and  that  Edward  I.  when  eari  of  Chester,  gave  tho 
W^g  of  the  said  hospital  to  the  Prior  of  Birkenhead  and  his  suceessoia, 
Md  tho  hud  eari  of  Cheater  ia.now  advocate  of  the  said  hoapilal,  the  vevenuea 
«f  which  are  as  fbOow  <i^ 

A  sum  givtt  by  Randal  eari  of  Chester,  paying  yearly  at  the 
asahequer    4    7* 

fiottsea  hi  the  dty  of  Chester ,« ..•••«•..•.     «  IS  1#* 
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A  gMAgt  at  the  fiikn*  kwMt,  bM  in  cxdiMigB  Am  thf 

prior  of  Bizkcnheiid  by  the  abbot  of  Chester 0  40    0 

AgnuieefttIieMo«e,iBtheoo.ofLiiiMMtMr 2    0    0 

A  drye  rente  in  PeDsbye 0  IS    4 

A  houee  in  Hendbridge,  and  half  en  oxgang  in  the  Ckyi    ..    0  40    0 

A  Wlch-hoasc  in  Wich  Malbaiik 0  13    4 

Other  vents  belonging  to  the  hospital 0  13    4 

And  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  hospital  are  worth  per  ann.  xxT^ii. 
Iiijf.  zd. 

And  that  there  onght  to  be,  and  have  accustomed  to  be,  in  the  said 
liospital,  three  chaphdns  to  say  mass  daily,  two  in  the  church,  and  the  thitd 
In  Ae  chapel,  before  the  poor  and  feeble  sustained  in  the  said  hospital ;  and 
that  one  Utmp  ought  to  be  sustained  at  mass  erery  day  fai  the  said  hospital, 
«nd  to  bum  every  night  in  the  whole  year ;  and  that  thfrteeh  beds  competendy 
clothed  should  be  sustained  in  the  said  hospital,  and  receive  thirteen  poor 
men  of  the  same  city,  whereof  each  shall  have  for  daily  allowance,  a  loaf  of 
bread,  a  dish  of  pottage,  half  a  gallon  of  competent  ale,  and  a  piece  of  fish  or 
tiesh,  as  the  day  shall  require._/far{.  MSS.  2159.  104.  ^ 

On  x%i  2  Henry  v.  the  king  granted  the  master,  brethren,  and  sisters 
of  this  hospital,  and  thehr  tenants,  an  acquittance  of  all  juries,  offices,  and 
recognizances,  and  from  all  customs  and  assises  of  bread,  and  all  suits  to 
courts,  amercements,  &c  through  the  county  of  Chester. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  iii.  only  one  chaplain,  and  six  poor  widows 
were  nudntained  in  this  hospitaL  In  the  reign  of  Henry  viii.  the  eor- 
poiation  remonstrated  with  ^e  pfiot  of  Birkenhead,  for  not  maintaining 
the  full  complement  of  pensioners;  but  he  returned  for  answer,  that  the 
«evemies  wen  insufficient. 

The  chapel  and  hospital  were  destroyed  during  the  civil  wars,  but  wen 

febnilt  by  coL  Roger  Whitley,  to  whom  Kipg  Charles  it.  granted  the  hoe- 

pital  estate  ibr  his  life,  and  twenty  years  after.    When  the  city  charter  was 

renewed,  February  4th,  1686,  in  the  37th  Charles  ii.  the  reversion  was 

.granted  to  the  mayor  and  dtiaens  for  ever.    CoL  Whitley  died  in  1G97»  and 

the  corporation  obtained  possession  in  1703,  who,  as  patrons  have  sinos 

presented.    The  Bev.  Wm.  Clarke  is  the  present  minister,  who,  in  additiOB 

io  the  usual  divine  service  on  the  forenoon  of  the  sabbath,  has  esUblished 

«  Wednesday  evening,  lecture.    The  prescribed  duties  of  the  mioistMr,  eoa» 

tatned-  in  »  parchment  book,  kept  at  the  Exchange,  are,  that  the  sacrament 

«hall  be  administered  on  the  Nadvity,  Easterly,  Whitsunday,  and  the  last 

JSwdaj  in  September.    To  these  four  appointed  times  for  admhiiatering  the 

jftoed  ordinance,  Mr.  Clarke  has  added  (in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  tha 

^gmmunicaats,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  corporation  and  the  bishop) 

Ifane  others,  nuking  in  all  seven  times.     The  same  document  also  says,  thi|t 

the  minister  may  be  required  to  preach  before  the  mayor  and  corporation  on 

ifae  day  of  election,  and  on  All  Saints  Day. 

In  the  ch^peUyaid  are  six  aUns-honses,  occupied  bj  poor  widows,  eallsd 
^  the  Sisten  ;**  they  are  selected  by  the  corporation,  and  leoeive  a  pension  of 
^1.  M.  8d.  aadi,  and  some  perquisites.— Josq^h  Crewe,  esq.  alderman  of 
Cluster,  who  died  in  1801,  bequeathed  il30.  per  annum,  to  be  distcibttted 
tlwii  in  equal  proportions. 


• 
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Id  tbe  cnkiit  of  Uttl,  tli«  inh>miiiof  thiidirtri0t4ii»i»iaBd  with 
thtae  of  the  cathednl  predneig,  wImm  mmibctt  irero  870—- >Tlie  v»lae  of 
attgxncDtAtion  and  ttipmd  WM  vetonieil  bf  die  bMwp  of  CiNBler)  ia  1809, 
M  only  £18. 


l^etD  C^nrct  at  Bmtisdton* 

The  township  of  BoHghton  is  a  populous  suburb  of  the  city,  the  extre- 
toity  of  which  is  at  the  distance  of  at  least  a  mile  from  the  neaiest  church 
This,  in  conjunation  with  other  considerations^suggested  the  necessity  of  a 
place  of  worship  there,  under  the  national  establishment ;  and  several  very 
respectable  individuals  seemed  disposed  to  further  so  desirable  an  object. 
The  scheme  was  warmly  patronized  by  bisluip  Blomfield,  nnder  whose  sane* 
.  tion  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  public  generosity,  in  which  is  ihe  following 
passage : — '^  The  prevalence  of  ^orance  and  vice  amongst  the  lower  orders 
in  the  populous  neighbourhood  of  Boaghton,  has  long  been  a  subject  of 
concern  Ip  many  religious  and  charitable  persons.  It  is  impossible  to  paaa 
through  the  place,  without  observing  the  symptoms  of  irreligion  and  disorder. 
Amongst  the  causes  which  may  be  assigned  for  this  lamentable  state  of  things, 
one  of  the  most  obvious  is,  the  disregard  and  neglect  of  religious  ordinances, 
attributable  to  the  want  of  a  religious  place  of  worship  in  that  neighbourhood, 
where  the  poorer  inhabitants  might  be  edified  and  instructed  by  the  scriptural 
services  of  the  church.'*  According  to  ibe  last  census,  the  population  of  St. 
John^s  parish  exceeded  5000,  and  at  present  it  cannot  fall  much  short  of 
6000  persons.  There  was  only  one  church  in  the  parish,  and  in  it  very  few 
seats  for  the  poor  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood;  whilst  the  distance  at 
which  it  is  situated  from  the  populous  district  of  Booghton,  woold  of  itself 
be  a  sufficient  impediment  to  the  attendance  of  the  inhabitants,  even  if  they 
eould  be  accommodated.  It  was  therefore  highly  necessary  that  a  new  church 
should  be  erected ;  the  plan  of  which  was,  ^at  it  diould  be  made  to  contain 
700  or  800  persons,  and  that  one.h^f  of  the  iiittingB  should  be  free  to  the 
poor ;  it  was  also  calculated,  that  as  the  church  building  society  contribute  at 
the  rate  of  £1.  for  every  fr«e  sitting,  libout  £400.  might  be  expected  from 
that  excellent  institution. 

The  first  subscription  to  promote  the  object  was  set  on  foot  by  bishop 
Blomfield.  The  subscriptions,  however,  came  in  but  tardily,  until  a  regular 
committee  was  formed,  under  the  presidency  of  bishop  Sumner,  in  January, 
1820.  Having  raised  a  sum  sufflcieot  to  justify  them  in  commencing  the 
work,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  land  from  the  mayor  and  corporation,  the  flctt 
«tone  was  laid  in  1830.  Mr.  CoIc!*s  contract  amounted  to  £1007*  fo?  build, 
tng  a  churdi  and  Sunday  school  under.  It  is  calculated,  however,  that  A 
fcrther  expence  of  about  £800.  will  be  incurred  for  a  wall,  iron  railing,  bdl, 
iMove,  eorinttmnfoD  jdate,  bbdks,  dbc  ftc.  maldng  altogether  about  £2407* 
To  meet  this— 
^ubscrtptidps  haws  beeii  Kceivifi,  Anountitig  to  about    • .  £1100 

The  <%urdi  building  society  ^Ve 400 

BxpetStcd  drawbacit  On  bufldtng  nateriiJs    40O»-100O 


Leaving  a  deficiency  of '.••..••..«.•.«  Mff 
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A*  tfaere  ut  leTiral  mpcctible  iodlTidiudi  In  die  dtj  md  neighbour* 
hood  of  Cheater,  vhc  h>Te  not  JM  contrlbaled  (a  di>  o^Jee*,  It  1>  hoped  Oat 
the  &bo*e  nun  will  arentDiIlf  be  i^ted,  la  m  to  mt  the  eommittee  hann- 
^eu,  npoB  whom  lli«  labonr  tu)  lUlen. 

The  church  ii  ■  Uige  brick  banding,  erected  on  the  dedirit;  of  t  bank 
ea  the  aouth-iide  of  tha  road  In  Bongbton,  neu  to  Burd-vell,  under  which 
ue  euitable  coDTtntenaa  t&i  a  Sabbath-scbooT.  The  chnrcb  ii  calcalated  la 
bold  700  perwnis,  there  being  400  free  ilttlDgt.  The  lalir;  ofthemhiiater 
will  be  pud  tiom  the  pew  nnti  ibne,  as  these  imo  endowment  to  the  chnnh, 
whidb  la  Eact  will  be  In  the  DitDie  of  a  chapel  of  eaae  to  St.  John'*.  It  it 
expected  that  the  dinrdi  wtU  be  coDieetated  during  the  piCKUt  month  (Oc- 
tober, IB30). 
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ICkuffy  from  Ormmr^d,] 

liwsfiul  of  %L  Alrn. 

At  the  eMt  end  of  ForegBte-ftnet,  in  a  email  eztnuparadiial  diitricC^ 
called  SpiUd  Boagfaton,  ia  the  site  of  a  hospital  for  lepets,  founded  here  bj 
aad  Baadal  BlnndeviUe,  and  dedicated  to  St  Giles.  The  founder  gave  to 
iho  abbey  of  St.  Werbnigb,  among  his  other  gnrnts,  a  rent  ehatge  of  x  shiL 
Ungs,  issuing  ftom  lands  hdd  under  him  by  Geofiiy  de  Slbesey,  **  de  qnibus 
dieti  monaehi  sdlYent  lepiosis  de  Boughton  xx  denaiios,  et  de  miduo  poscent 
e  paupens»  in  die  nativitatis  patxis  sui,  infra  abbotiam  Gestrs." 

To  this  hospital  also,  Robert  le  Chamberlain  gare  three  stalls  in  Dee, 
under  the  seal  of  Chester  ezdieqncr,  **inftnnis  fratribus  hospltalis  SVi 
Egidii  de  fioghlon.'*  The  hospital  had  also  a  rent  of  xxsi  paid  by  the 
chamberlain  of  Chester,  allowed  in  his  general  account  of  the  profits  oif  the 
shiiOy  under  the  head  of  andq^usi  deemosyna. 

Thm  pdlvikges  of  the  liospital  were  confimied  by  Hug^-Kevelioc,  and 
Edward  III.  and  are  stated  in  a  plea  to  a  quo  warranto,  15  Hen.  VIL  the 
original  of  which  is  in  Chester  exchequer,  and  a  copy  is  extant  in  flarl. 
IfSS.  2116,  aad  in  Vernon's  MSS.  in  the  library  at  Somerford.* 

The  names  of  the  wardens  or  masters  that  have  oocurred«  are,  Rogeras, 
96  Edw.  L ;  Radulphus  de  Hole,  60  Edw.  I. ;  Ranulphus  de  Bebington, 
66  Edw.  L  t  Matthsnia  de  Hole,  2  Edw.  II. ;  Bobertui  Vickars,  22  Hen. 
VL  f  David  Bans,  61  Hen.  VI. 

Dorhig  the  civil  wars,  as  has  been  befon  dbscnred,  the  bospital  and 
chi^  woo  entirely  destmyed.  King  Charles  II.  In  1685  granted  thesite, 
aad  landi  beioogfaig  to  this  hofpital,  lb  the  oorporation :  the  fonner  is  used 

*  The  cMbii  were  ••  folloir  i-«-Certain  toll  from  etcry  thing  carried  to  Mleal 
Chester  market.  One  handful  firom  every  Mck  of  wheat,  vetchee,  or  barley,  and  two 
baadftils  from  every  sack  of  oau  or  malt,  carried  either  on  a  horte  or  cart,  or  in  any 
other  way  {  and  of  wheat,  vetches,  barley,  oats,  salt  Aih,  pcodace  of  any  other  kind,  and 
farticalarly  salt,  one  handfni  from  a  eacfc,  and  two  fh>m  a  cart  t  one  chee*e  (torn  every 
hone  load  or  cart  load  0f  cheeee ;  one  talmon  firom  every  horse  or  cart  load ;  and  in 
other  Bsh,  such  as  sparlings,  ftukes,  eels,  &c.  Ave  ftom  every  horse's  pannier,  and  one 
ftom  every  man's  load.  From  firnits  of  trees,  one  double  haadfhl  f^om  each  horM  load, 
and  three  doable  haadfols  ftom  each  cart  load.  From  fruits  of  the  earth,  whether 
hone  loads  or  cart  loads,  one  haadfal.  From  all  packages  of  earthen  ware,  one  piece  of 
the  same  i  to  have  one  hone  Itom  the  hone  iUr  i  and  flrom  all  caru  drawn  by  oxen  or 
.  bones  cairyiag  wood  or  briclc,  one  picee  of  the  same.  To  have  also  one  boat  with  a 
Ashermaa  above  or  below  Dee  bridge,  with  stallnette,  flotnette,  or  dragnette,  or  any 
ether  kind  ofnetto,  night  and  day.  and  three  statu  in  Dee,  called  single  lyne  statics,  and 
■ottoboameaabie  to  the  jnaUcOk  sheril^  or  other  oiicer  of  the  prince,  except  in 
tte  eonrt  ^f  the  hospiui  nferesiid.  In  thie  plea  aro  mitedtwocbwtenofltandU 
lliiBdevllle. 
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«r  a  cbatch-jovdt  dependent  upon  Si*  John's  pariih,  to  the  pteae&t  day,  ip 
whieh  are  mingled  all  th«  xemains  that  could  be  collected  of  George  Manh, 
who  was  buxnt  here  for  his  adherence  to  the  reformed  religion,  in  )56&— 
The  burial  ground  of  the  Spital  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Josc^  Carter, 
Kxton  of  St.  John's  parish,  in  r%ht  of  his  wife,  whose  ancestors  have  had.it 
in  poBsesa&on  for  more  &an  a  century  and  a  half. 


IBtntUttint  f^nxmmi  of  %t.  ^j^. 

The  following  notice  of  a  monastery  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  decurs  ht 
Domesday : — '^  In  monasterio  sancts  Mariie,  quod  est  juzta  eoclesiam  saned 
jolttnnis  jacent  dua  bovatfe  terrte  que  waste  erant,  et  modo  sunt  waste." 

This  monastery  has  been  goaerally  supposed  to  hare  merged  in  anmn 
oery,  to  which  Randal  Gemons,  fourth  earl  of  Chester,  granted  lands  by  the 
following  charter,  for  the  nuns  to  build  a  church  upon.  There  is  no  •videnee 
on  this  subject  from  which  any  thing  conclusive  ean  be  drawn ;  and  it  must 
be  left  altogether  to  conjecture,  whether  the  monastery  referred  to  continued 
waste,  whether  its  lands  were  appropriated  to  the  chantry  of  St.  Mary  in  tht 
chonah  of  St.  John,  which  certainly  existed  as  late  as  the  fifteenth  century, 
or  whether  it  was  transferred  to  the  site  now  spoken  of. 

Tfie  charter  of  ead  Randal  is  as  follows :— ^<  Ran'as  oomes  Cestr.  ep*is, 
archdecanis,  abbatibus,  constab',  &&  dtc  salntem.  Sdatis  me  dedisse  et  in 
perpetuam  eleemosynam  concesftbse  Deo,  et  S.  Marie  et  moniallbus  Csttr. 
n'zis  in  Xto  sororibus  Uku  ert/ta$  fuoi  Hug4  JUku  Olmnidt  d^nl»  meo 
(cmcit,  concesabne  et  \nmk  vduntate  ipsins  Hugonis,  ita  quod  illas  damavit 
qnastas,  eoram  me  et  oomitis^  et  plurimis  baronnm  meomm,  Uberas  etimmo- 
nes  ab  omnibus  secnlaribus  seritiis,  et  omnimoda  subjecttone  ad  ei^tmdmm 
flt  eoelesiam  m  Aoiiore'  DH  et  gtm  Maarim  in  remissionem  peccatomm  meorumy 
et  ad^  fiindationcm  sui  edifidi.  Volo  igitur  et  predpio  quod  ecdesia  ista  in 
eieemosynIL  mea  fimdata,  de  tolneto  et  onmi  secnlari  ezactknie  Hbera  dt  et 
quieta,  et  curiam  suam  et  dignitatem  ae  libertatem,  in  omnibus  et  per  omnia, 
piont  Ubera  cxigit  deemosyna  habeat ;  quam  vobis  mando,  ac  diligenter  et 
in  B'no  obseero,  quatenas  p'd'tam  ecdesiam,  et  moniales  Ibidera  Deo^et 
S'te  Marie  jugiter  serdentes,  cam  omnibus  ad  illas  pertinentftas,  pro  Deo 
et  conomuni  sdute  mee  vist.  anime  et  proavorum,  manateneatis  etprotegatis, 
et  ne  patiamini  quod  eleemosyna  mea  deprivetnr,  neque  moniales  in  ea  ma- 
nentes  ab  aliqnibus  vezentur.  Test.  Job's  et  Rogero  capdlanis,  MatUda 
comitissa,  Hugone  filio  oomitig,  Fulcone  de  Brichsard,  Rad'o  ManseU,  Ric'o 
Fme\  Apud  Cestiiam.    HarL  MSS.  2101, 182. 

In  the  same  vdume  are  several  other  grants  to  ^lia  nnnneiy,  among 
which  are  the  following  x^^*' 

P.  183.  Hugh  earl  of  Chester,  by  charter,  confirms  to  the  said  nuns,  dl 
rents,  lands,  mansions,  houses,  woods,  liberties,  dignities,  imd  other  gifis  hi  the 
dty  or  without  it,  givoi  by  his  father  earl  Randd,  or  by  othere,  free  from  tdls, 
watch,  customs,  or  other  secular  service ;  and  forbids  all  men  from  troubling 
the  said  nuns,  or  requiring  any  thing  from  them  besides  prayers  and  oiisons. 
Witnesses,  Ahired  d^  Cobir',  Rdph  fits-Wsn,  Roger  de  Idnst,  WilUsm 
de  RoUe,  WiUiam  Fite.  Richard)  and  oCheis. 
VOL.  II.  T 
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Ibid.  p.  184.  Confiniiation  of  the  lame  by  Edwaid  catl  of  Cheiter, 
dated  at  Chester,  Sept  10,  27  Edw.  III.— Another  eonflnnttioD  by  the 
■ame,  dated  at  Chester,  Sept.  24,  in  the  same  year. 

Ibid.  p.  188.  The  same  grants  to  the  same  that  all  their  tenants  at 
will,  or  for  term  of  years,  not  members  of  the  gild  merchants  of  Chester,  or 
sworn  to  the  liberties  of  the  same  town  (vUUb)  shall  be  exempted  from  jnries, 
assises,  inquisitions,  recognizances,  or  appearances  before  any  officers  of  the 
city  or  eonnty  of  Chester ;  and  from  murage,  stallage,  passage,  toll,  watch, 
customs,  pontage,  mises,  and  exactions  of  Toloest'r,  assise  of  bread,  and  beer, 
&e.  and  ftom  all  suits  of  shires,  courts,  pendices,  (pendidarum)  hundreds, 
portmotes,  and  works  of  any  kind ;  and  that  no  officers  of  the  earl  or  othen 
shall  enter  on  the  premises,  and  that  they  shall  have  all  amercements  leried 
on  any  of  thehr  tenants  in  the  earPs  courts,  and  that  any  sheriff  or  officer  of 
the  dty  or  county  interfering  with  the  said  liberties,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
£10  of  sUver ;  provided  that  the  said  nuns  and  their  snccessois  shall  not 
bring  upon  their  estates  tenants  of  any  other  description  than  those  which 
they  now  have,  or  exercise  any  trade  injurious  to  the  merchandise  of  the  dty. 
Dat.  ap.  Cest  14  Dec.  32  Edw.  III.  and  confirmed  by  Ric  II.  Not.  8,  an«« 

17  wg. 

Afier  the  dissolution,  theisite  of  the  nunnery,  and  serenl  of  its  estates, 
were  granted  to  the  Breretons  of  Handford,  and  were  a  prolific  cause  of 
difibence  between  that  fiunily  and  the  dty  magistracy,  from  doubts  as  to 
their  liability  to  be  rated  in  local  and  parliamentary  assessments.  The 
nunnery  was  the  occasional  residence  of  the  Breretons,  but  was  destroyed 
during  the  si^  of  Chester.  The  severities  exercised  towards  the  dty,  after 
its  surrender,  by  Sir  WiUism  Brerelon,  who  was  a  descendant  of  the  family, 
are  attributable  to  the  bad  feeling  created  by  this  disagreement 

The  dte  of  this  monastery  was  immediately  north.weat  <rf  the  castle 
walls.  A  plan  of  the  buildings,  as  they  existed  at  the  dissolution,  is  given 
in  HaiL  MSS.  2073,  and  has  been  engraved  in  the  Magna  Britannia  of 
Ijyaons*  There  is  also  a  view  of  the  ruhis  in  Bndc*s  print  of  Chester  castle. 
The  pointed  arch  of  a  door-way  represented  in  this  plate,  was  in  existence 
some  few  years  ago,  which  stood  in  the  middle  of  a  plot  of  ground  called  the 
Nun's  Gardens  (now  an  inclosed  field  in  front  of  Mr.  Harrison's  house),  but 
no  vestige  of  it  now  remains.  In  making  the  late  improvements  in  the  vid- 
aity,  many  of  the  bones  of  the  nuns  were  discovered,  and  several  beautiful 
fragments  of  windows  and  doorways,  some  of  which  were  in  the  rich 
style  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  had  been  painted  and  gilt  Othen  were 
specimens  of  Norman  architecture  executed  in  Caen  stone,  and  doubtless  coeval 
with  the  time  of  the  foundation  or  translatioD,  by  the  charter  of  earl  RandaL* 

The  first  prioress  was  Alice  de  U  Haye,  whose  name  occurs  in  1264; 
the  last,  Blizabeth  Grosvenor,  m  1537*  The  dissolution  took  pkce  in  that 
year ;  and  the  last-mentioned  lady,  with  eleven  nuns,  were  surviving,  and  in 
the  receipt  of  pendons  fai  the  year  1658. 

The  following  were  the  lands  and  other  possesdons  of  the  nunnery,  33 
Hsnry  VIII  :— 

*  Of  thit  ctUblishment,  Pennant  fives  the  foIIowiBg  dimensions :— The  cliurck 
mtm  st  yards  Ions  and  IS  broad,  and  supported  in  the  middle  by  a  row  of  pillars.  The 
ehapel  nine  yards  by  four  and  three^uarun.  The  cloiitart  SO  by  81  yards. 
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Demeine  lands Id  15 

Rents  of  assise   2  '  6 

Free  rent    from    Whalley 

Abbey 0  13 

Lands,  tenements,  and  cot- 
tages, in  divers  towns  . .  47  15 
Lands  and    tenements    in 

Uanbridge ;......     7     1 

House  in  Nantwich 1  13 

A  salthouse  in  Middlewich  1  6 
A  tenement  in  I)anam...«  2  13 
The  rectory  of  LUngathen, 


4 
10 


10 

0 
4 
8 
4 


£.    t.    d. 

and  Llanyerion,    SoulSi 

Wales 17    4J    4J 

Rectory  of  Bykl^k,  and 

chapel  of  Carnarvon ... .    3    00 

RectoryofOver 8  13    4 

Pension  from  the  rector  of 

Handley 0  13    4 

Pension    from    Budworth 

chapel ^0.10   .0, 

In  money  from  the  king*s 

exchequer  of   old  time 

paid ^12   ^ 


The  Obey  Friars,  or  Franciscans,  were  seated  in  Chester,  aecoKding 
io  bishop  Tanner,  as  early  as  the  time  of  Henry  HI.  Their  house  was  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Watei^ate.  Pennant  supposes  that  it  *'  stood  in  tfa^ 
yacht  field,  near  the  spot  occupied  by  the  new  linen-hall,'*  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  which  painted  tiles  and  stained  glass  have  occasionally  been 
dug  up« 

In  1570,  Peter  Waiburton,  of  Arley,  Esq.  and  Thomas  Wilbraham, 
Esq.  had  a  grant  from  queen  Elizabeth  of  certain  premises  in  Chester,  de* 
mised  by  Edward  Dutton,  gent  consisting  of  the  site  late  the  habitation  of 
the  Orey  Friars,  then  in  possession  of  Peter  Waiburton,  of  Chester,  Esq.  &c 
The  buildings  remained -tderably  entire  to  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  when  Aey  were  occupied  as  the  residence  of  Sir  William  Brereton. 
A  plan  taken  at  this  time  is  preserved  in  Harl.  MS8.  2073.  The  whole 
consisted  of  an  oblong  enclosure ;  the  entrance  was  on  the  east,  the  chuich  in 
4he  centre,  and  the  doistftt  occupied  the  nortfa-west  angle.*  ' 

The  Black,  or  Pekachikg  Friars  were  situate  en  the  west  side  of 
the  north  end  of  Nicholas-street,  where,  according  to  Speed,  they  were  esta- 
blished by  a  bishop  of  Chniery  as  the  bishops  of  Lichfield  were  occasionally 
called ;  and,  in  4  Edw.  I.  had  exemption  fiom  toll  at  the  Dee  mills.  The 
precise  site  of  their  house  is  not  known,  but  it  is  probable  that  it  was  near 
the  ancient  timber  building  aheady  noticed  (page  9),  bearing  the  date  of 
1591,  and  which  was  subsequently  the  residence  of  the  Stanley  family.f  It 
is  believed  that  the  buildings  and  indosure  extended  from  this  house  nearly 
to  the  Watergate  westward,  and  almost  to  Smith's-walk  southward.'  Mr. 
Ormerod  mistakingly  places  the  Black-firiars  in  St  Martinis  parish ;  but  the 
whole  establishnwnt  was  doubtless  In  that  of  Trinity. 

*  On  this  pMtage  Mr.  Ormerod  gites  die  following  notti  Dronr  the  Ttbley  MAS. 
The  three  Chester  Friaries  and  the  Friary  at  Warrington,  are  noticed  in  the  will  of  Sir 
Robert  Datton.  ISOS.  Item  lego  quatuor  ordinibus  fratrum  religlosorum  Cesuiaect 
Werint ton,  singulis  vero  conventibas  eorundem  zx  solidos.  > 

t  Mr.  Ormerod  says,  this  mansion  belonged  to  the  family  of  Warbttrton»  of  Oraf- 
toB,  from  whence  it  futtd  to  the  8unleys,4>f  Aldcriey. 
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Tbs  monaitcry  of  the  Writs  Fexa&s,  or  Carmelitah  was  established 
In  Chester  hf  Thomas  Stadham,  gent,  in  1279.  The  site  of  this,  and  of  the 
two  ether  ftiaries  were  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Cokke,  hot,  soon 
passed  into  different  hands.  The  White  Friars,  which  was  in  the  parish  of 
8t  Martin,  became  the  property  of  the  lord  keeper.  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  by 
whom  the  church,  with  its  fine  spire,  which  according  to  the  Vale  Boyal  was 
built  in  1494,  was  taken  down.  This  circumstance  is  lamented  by  Mr. 
Webb,  whose  remadu  are  as  follow  s— *'  In  1597)  the  White-ficeeres  steeple, 
Airionsly  wrought,  was  taken  downe,  and  a  faire  house  buHt  there  by  Sir 
Thomas  Egerton,  knight,  lord  keeper :  a  great  pitie  that  the  steeple  was  put 
away,  being  a  great  ornament  to  the  dtie.  This  curious  spire  steeple  might 
stiU  have  stood  for  grace  to  the  citie,  had  not  private  benefit,  the  devonrer  of 
antiquitie,  pulled  it  down  with  the  church,  and  erected  a  house  for  more 
commodity,  which  since  hath  been  of  little  use,  so  that  the  citie  lost  so  goodly 
an  ornament,  that  tymes  hereafter  may  more  talk  of  it,  being  the  only  sea- 
mark for  direction  over  the  bar  of  Chester."  Sir  Thomas  £gerton*s  house 
etood  between  White  Friars  and  Commonhall-street,  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  houses  and  gardens  of  Philip  Humberston  and  Mrs.  Kinloch.  Some 
parts  of  the  buildings,  or  boundary  walls  are  still  discernible  on  the  north- 
tide  of  Commonhall-street,  and  the  west  of  Weaver-street. 

The  only  name  of  any  of  the  heads  of  these  friaries  which  has  occurred, 
b  that  of  Richard  de  Donne  (probably  of  the-  Utklnton  family), ''  prior  fra- 
trum  Carmelitarum  domus  be*e  Marie  Ce8tr\"  who  occurs  as  granting  a 
dispensation  of  marriage  to  Sir  William  Brereton  and  Anilla  Venables,  12 
cal.  Jun.  1386. 


The  following  document  reUtive  to  the  three  Chester  fUaiftes,  is  extracted 
ftom  the  recoids  of  the  angmcDtation  ofltoes,  and  whidi  waa  communicated 
to  Mr.  Ormerod  1^  John  Caley,  Esq.  F.S.  A. 

It  Appeals  by  the  aeeounts  of  the  crown's  minislen  or  veoeivers  iiom 
MidiadmasSl  to  Mkhaehnas  S2  ficn.  VIII.  that  the  three  Chester  friaries 
were  then  thus  answered  for  s—XfS.  ^.  8d.  for  the  farm  of  all  the  lands  and 
'iencttMnls  of  the  favodwrs  minors  called  the  Grey  Friers,  to  wit  i — ^Randal 
Bogerson  2s.  for  aamall  toft  on  the  esat  side  of  the  church  there,  witiiin  the 
fitish  of  the  JBoly  Txhdty,  with  94  foet  of  one  aBey  there,  demised  to  him 
by  indenture  for  80  years,  from  SOth  Hen.  VIII.,  and  also  with  a  dose  and 
«tone  wall  round  the  same,  lying  on  the  western  part  of  the  said  church,  with 
the  metes  and  bounds  contained  in  the  said ;  and  also  for  the  farm  of  a  house 
n  chamber,  eslled  the  hostrye,  with  a  chamber  over  the  common  kitchen 
thcEt,  and  a  chamber  called  the  bishop's  chamber,  demised  to  Ralph  Wrine, 
fSBt.  by  indenture  Ids.  for  100  years  ;  and  for  the  form  of  3  small  chambers 
.40  the  east  aide  of  the  church,  with  a  garden,  called  the  Covent  garden,  8s.  4d. 
demised  to  Thomas  Marine  by  indenture  for  60  years ;  and  for  the  farm  of 
a  hoqse  abutting  upon  the  dormitory  on  the  east  part  of  the  farm  there, 
demised  to  Thomas  Pyllye,  6s.  for  80  years  ;  and  for  the  farm  of  one  orchard 
^ing  on  the  east  side  of  the  chancel  there,  demised  to  Fulk  Dutton,  3b.  by 
^dnture  for  80  years ;  and  for  the  farm  of  theiand  and  soil  of  the  whole 
diurch  there  Ss.  4d.  s  and  for  the  form  of  all  other  the  houses  and  buildings 
jimd  land  •nd  loU  there,  let  t»  certain  persons,  30iu 
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Hit  receiver  alao  chtigea  himself  with  £4.  7s«  for  the  Amu  of  tlie  •iie  of 
the  dnnch,  with  no  alley  extendiog  from  the  east  part,  to  wit,  of  the  Friart 
Freaekert,  caUed  2e  Black  Friars,  let  by  William  BoUes  and  John  Wyie- 
man,  Ae  king^s  commissioDera,  to  Tho*8  Smythe  and  Alchard  Sneyde,  9s, 
4d.  site  of  the  old  hall,  donnitory,  two  doisten,  chapter«Jioase,  and  fraytar, 
let  to  the  B*d  Smythe  and  Sneade  10s. ;  the  farm  of  3  houses  in  Hke  manner 
lying  at  the  lower  part  of  the  church  there  within  the  parish  of  St.  Martiii* 
with  divers  otjier  houses,  an  ordiard  and  a  garden  demised  to  Richard  Hope 
mt  7s. ;  the  Una  of  a  tenement  with  a  garden  within  the  steme  walls  of  tha 
a'd  brethren,  in  the  tenure  of  £dmund  Corkyn,  at  9s. ;  one  cottage  there  witih 
garden  in  the  temize  of  M  argaret  Penysse,  widow,  4s.  the  farm  of  2  tene« 
ments  and  2  gardens  there,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Peter  Gakotte  at  16s.  per 
ami. ;  one  tenem't  with  a  garden,  late  in  the  tenuM  of  John  Carter  at  68.  now 
let  to  Rich*d  Kelley  Slater  at  3s. ;  one  cottage  there  in  the  tenure  of  Eliz.. 
Hussey,  6s.  8d. ;  one  tenem*t  with  a  garden  let  to  &- d.  Iieftewithe  at  20s. ; 
mie  garden  let  to  Wm  Bixwod  at  5s.  one  garden  let  to  R*d  Dyken  at  3s. 
4d. ;  another  garden  in  the  tenure  of  John  Pyke  at  3s.  4d. ;  another  garden 
there  let  to  Ralph  Wrynne  at  3s.  4d. ;  one  tenem't  with  a  garden  there  let 
to  Randall  Loyde  at  10s. ;  and  ■  one  orchard  and  one  old  house  in  the  same 
ordiard,  with  a  garden  let  to  Ralph  Wrpao  at  6s. 

The  receiver  also  charges  himself  with  jC2.  78.  lOd^  for  the  farm  of  the 
site  of  the  church  of  the  Friart  Carmelite,  with  the  porch  of  the  same,  let 
to  Rob't  Chaloner  by  Wm  BoUes  and  John  Wyseman,  the  king's  ccmm*rs 
at  12d.  and  the  fann  of  a  bam,  with  a  piece  of  waste  land  within  the 
parish  of  St.  Martin,  let  to  William  Richardson,  at  16d. ;  one  garden 
let  to  £len  Lyme  at  2s. ;  two  houses  with  a  stone-house  out  of  the  pre^ 
dnct  of  the  s'd  firiary,  let  to  W*m  Goodman  and  Geo.  Palmer,  clerk, 
at  4s. ;  the  farm  of  an  orchard  called  the  Quarrel,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin, 
let  to  John  Brykdale  and  Alice  his  wife  at  4s.  4d. ;  one  garden  let  to  John 
Fryers  at  6d. ;  two  chambers  and  one  orchard  let  to  John  Hudelton,  derk, 
at  19d. ;  the  chief  rent  of  a  carpenter's  house,  6d.  [pro  pageiUilnu  niu 
imponendii]  and  the  farm  of  a  small  garden  in  the  tenure  of  Elen  Fletcher, 
widow,  a  chamber  let  to  Nich's  Sagewyke  at  20d. ;  a  hall,  kitchen  and 
chambers  over  them  let  to  Thomas  Smythe  and  oUiers,  and  7  tenements  in 
the  parish  of  St  Martin,  and  7  garden^  let  at  3i.  4d.  to  Wm  Aldeney*  &c 


€iaxMZ0  asm  3ncCmt  Cf^t&>  anB  JSMieHtm  tlooBtu  no  btigtr 

in  HcUitliitf. 

The  carpel  o/ 51;  Tibafiia««^eelel  is  of  aBdent  dates  it  ooenti  In  ll» 
diartixUry  of  St.  Werirargh,  as  the  oemeteiy  of  St  Thomaa  without  dit 
Korthgate,  in  a  deed  oseoaled  about  tlitO.  This  diapd  was  dtiiated  at  <1m 
northern  aztiemity  tf  Nortfagate^treet,  between  theioeda  leading  to  fiaitham 
and  Parkgate.  This  efaapd,  say  the  Lyioiis,  was  eonverted  into*  dwelUng- 
house,  called  Green-haH,  wfaidi  bdenged  to  Alden^um  JHitton,  it  afterwards 
acquired  the  name  of  JoIly^tJiail,  ftott  a  sttbaequcDt  propdetor,  «a4<waa 
dmoliahed  during  the  dsge  ef  Ohsilsr,  ia1#46^  Ttm  psessat'tiMadoa  of 
John  Fletdier,  esq.  etande  very  near  kidle.    Th!^dMpdJeeiridUied4S 


T50.  HISTORY  OF  CHBSTBR* 

lUnding  in  «i  andent  plan  of  the  city  imerted  in  tho  King's  Vale  BAjaL 
Tiie  RiUowing  notice  ia  added  Aram  the  Cnme  MSS.  *^  The  abbot  and  con-- 
▼eot  of  St.  M^erbuTgh  claimed  fnm  time  immemotiid  (by  plaint  not  kmg 
befinre  the  dissolution)  a  leet  of  all  the  residents  within  their  abbey,  and  also 
within  the  Northgate.«treet,  vis.  from  the  Northgate  of  the  said  dty  anto  the 
church  of  St.  Thomas,  once  by  the  year  to  be  holden,  with  all  manner  of 
things  and  artides  which  to  a  leet  do  appertain,  Ac  which  leet  was  to  be 
holden  in  Su  Thomas's  diapd,  as  appears  by  m  quo  warrantp,  2  Edw.  III. 
The  dean  and  chapter  of  Chester  cathedral  condnue  (o  hold  suit  Thomas  of 
Canterbury's  court.*' 

Within  the  walls  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgh,  were  chapds  dedicated 
to  St,  Lnnard,  St,  NiehUoM,  and  St,  Mary  Magdakn^  exdusive  of  the 
Lady  chapel ;  and  there  were  also  endowed  Chaniriet  for  the  soak  of  Sir 
John  Anneway,  of  Chester,  and  Sir  Philip  Bumel,  of  Afalpas. 

Within  the  precincts  of  the  same  abbey  were,  the  eht^l  of  St*  Tkowuu 
the  apostle,  occupying  the  site  of  the  present  deanery  ;  and  a  large  diapd  (the 
ruins  of  which  exist  in  the  walls  of  the  present  Chester  Theatre)  dedicated  to 
St  Nicholas,  nsed  for  a  length  of  time  as  the  church  of  St*  Oswald's  parish. 

In  the  college  of  St.  John,  was  a  chapd  dedicated  to  the  Virgin. 

Near  to  the  east  end  of  this  church,  within  the  precincts,  was  the  Chapd 
of  St,  Anne,  which  occurs  in  Pat.  16,  Rich.  II.  de  fratemitate  S.  Mariie  et 
S*  Anns  fundanda  in  capella  S.  Annas,  infra  collegium  S.  Joannis.-»A  rental 
of  the  possessions  of  this  fraternity  is  extant  in  Harl.  MSS.  2159,  p.  112. 

In  this  church  was  also  nometonU  Chantrjf.t  in  memory  of  Sir  Peter 
le  Roten,  lord  of  Thornton  (commonly  called  Sir  Peter  Thornton),  which  is 
noticed  in  the  genera!  ecdesiastical  survey,  26  Henry  VIII. 

South  of  the  same  church  was  the  Chapel  of  St,  Jamet,  the  site  of  which 
is  given  in  a  plan  preserved  in  Harl.  MSS.  2073,  and  was  nearly  contiguous 
to  the  southern  entrance. 

The  Hotpital  of  St,  Uriula  occupied  the  site  of  the  old  Coknmon-hall, 
and  some  painted  glass  was  remaining  in  its  windows  in  1663. 

In  the  upper  story  of  the  great  square  tower  of  the  inner  ward  of  Chester 
Castle,  is  a  small  chapd,  where  king  James  II.  received  mass  on  his  visit  to 
Chester.  Its  dimensions  are  rather  more  than  nineteen  feet  by  sixteen,  and 
the  height  upwards  of  sixteen.  The  roof  is  vaulted  and  groined,  the  groins 
being  sprung  ttom  Short  slender  pillars  with  sculptured  capitals.  The 
tower  and  chapd  were  probably  built  about  the  time  of  the  extinction  of  the 
local  earls.  The  following  extract  from  the  pension  roll  of  1566,  gives  the 
name  of  the  officiating  priest  «t  the  reformation :— **  Petri  Traffinde  canta- 
liste  Caniar.  w^ra  Cagtru*  Cestr,  p.  ann  Cs." 

There  was  an  andent  diapd  in  Handhridge,  which  occurs  in  an  indnl- 
genoe  «*  pro  capdla  Sancti  Jaoobi  In  Honbrige ;  and  in  a  piesentment,  21 
£dw.  rv.  of  David  Chalons  $n  putiing  up  a  paling  In  Handbrldge  juxta 
capdkm  Sancti  Jaoobi,  innocomentumdvinm  dvitat.  Cestr* 

There  was  a  chapd  in  Overkigh.  Overkigb  chapd  bdonged  to  the 
a)>bot  of  Basingwerk.— Crome  MSS, 

The  nvns  had  one  chapd  within  the  walls,  and  another  called  IMtU  St, 
Marff%  in  Ketae's  croft,  dose  by  the  liver  side.— JUi. 

The  exact  dte  of  St.  Chadd's  is  ^together  uncertain,  ^though  its  exis- 
inee  is  dearly  proved  by  many  doeumflBtt.    Thtit  am  be  little  doubt  of  its 
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liaying  stood  within  the  square  formed  by  the  dty  walls,  the  Watergate  and 
the  Northgate-«treet8.  Thus  for  Mr.  Ormerod.  In  Mr.  Crane^s  MS.  it  is 
added  :— **  The  site  of  it  must  be  sought  for  by  these  directions  ;  Robert  de 
Stretton  consUtnted  his  brothers  William  and  David  Ballot  his  attorneys  to 
give  possession  to  Robert  Hare,  citizen  of  Chester,  and  William  Troutbeck, 
Esquire,  of  2  messuages  and  2  gardens  jacent  in  pdict  dvitat  Cestre  saper 
le  Crofts  juxta  ecdesiam  S*tss  Cedde  existent  inter  messuagia  Richardi  Coly 
cxparte  austraU  et  messuag.  Bartrami  Lyalton  exparte  Boreal!  et  Gardinam 
monach.  Cestr.  ex  parte  oriental!,  et  alta  strata  del  crofts  ex  parte  occidentali. 
21  Hen.  YII.  Stephen  Crass  was  fined  9d.  f^regit  et  obstupavit  viam  qutt 
dudt  ad  ecdesiam  S'tsB  Ceddas  Cestrie  ad  magnum  nocumentum  dvium 
dvitat.  praedict.  St.  Chadd's  diurch  stood  in  that  croft  where  Stanley-place 
and  the  Liinen.hall  now  are.  It  was  situate  partly  in  the  road  which  leads 
from  Watergate-street  to  Stanley-place,  and  partly  where  Mr.  Hesketh  built 
a  house  on  the  west  side  of  that  road.  In  sinking  a  cellar  to  this  house,  tiles, 
which  were  part  of  the  church  flooring,  and  buried  bodies,  were  dug  up  —A 
diapd  and  a  well .  in  Little  or  Petit  Parson's  lane,  were  given  to  our  abbey 
by  Ridmrd  Fitton,  in  Hen.  3d's  time.  Perhaps  this  chapd  is  the  same  as 
St.  Chad's." 

St  Nicholas's  chapd,  in  Northgate-street,  was  converted  into  the  Com. 
mon-hall  of  the  dty,  38  Hen.  VIII.  1545. 
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Stsfsftnttns  plated  of  Wiont)ip, 

WITH  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  RISE,  PROGRESS, 
AND  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THEIR  CONGREGA- 
TIONS, IN  CHESTER. 


Qnitamn  Ciiq^eL 

The  Unitarian  Chapel  (improperly  denominated  the 
Presbyterian  Meeting-house)  has  a  prior  claim  to  atten- 
tion of  all  others,  not  only  as  it  was  the  first  dissenting 
place  of  worship  in  the  city— the  parent  stock  from  which 
many  of  the  others  had  their  origin,  but  also  as  its  history 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  rise  and  progress, of  the 
dissenters  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  may  serve  in 
some  degree  to  illustrate  the  changes  through  which  they 
have  passed,  both  in  relation  to  opinions  and  numbers, 
from  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  down  to  the  present 
time.  The  following  account  of  this  place  of  worship 
was  drawn  up  by  the  late  Rev.  James  Lyon,  for  another 
publication ;  and  I  adopt  it  not  only  because  of  the  accu- 
rate and  excellent  manner  in  which  it  is  written,  but 
because  it  embodies  several  interesting  historical  facts 
connected  with  the  early  period  of  dissenters  in  this  city. 
The  copiousness  of  the  general  remarks  will  preclude  the 
necessity  of  any  preface  to  the  other  bodies  of  dissenters 
subsequently  to  be  noticed. 

The  Prbsbytbrian  Meeting  House  is  a  large  brick 
building,  with  a  burial  ground  in  front,  situated  between 
Crook's-lane  and  Trinity'lane,  having  an  entrance  from 
each  of  those  streets,  and  is  generally  called  Crook's-lane 
Chapel,  to  distinguish  it  from  one  other  place  of  worship 
which  is  nearly  opposite  to  it,  in  Trinity-lane.  It  was 
built  in  1700,  by  a  large,  flourishing;  and  respectable 


Society  which  had  been  formed  in  16875  by  4be  cdebrated 
Matthew  Henry,  son  ot  the  learned^  pious,  and  laboriovts^ 
Philip  Henry,  one  of  the  ejected  Miniistersy  whose  life,, 
written  by  bis  son,  is  generally  esteemed  a  most  valuable 
and  interesting'  narrative,  mid  has  lately  been  reprinted^ 
with  notes,'  by  Dr.  Wordsworth,  in  bi^  Ecclesiastical 
Biography^  in  the  Register  Book  belonging  tO'  the 
congregation  of  this  place,  there  is  a  short  account  of  the* 
rise,  progress,-and  transactio&»of  the  Society,  written  by 
Mr.  Henry^  in  >71(V  being  the  twenty-third  year  of  hia 
ministry* 

From  this  account  it  appears,  that  in  1682,  there  were 
three  dissenting  congregations  in  Chester,  which  bad  been 
founded  by  the  exertiohs  of  Mr*  William  Coolc,  Mr. 
Ralph  Hall,  and  Mr.  John  Harvey,  Ministers  of  the 
Established  Chureh,  who  had  been  ejected  from  their 
respective  livings,  on  account  of  their  non-*corapliance 
with  tlie  act  of  uniformityr 

Mr.  Cook,  who  waa  ejected  from  St.  Miehaers,  in 
Ais  city,  and  who  is  represented  by  his  contemporames- 
as  a  man  of  strong  sense,  of  profound  and  varied  learning, 
and  of  great  piety,  was,  shortly  after  his  being  edleBcei^ 
committed  by  the  Mayor  to  the  common  jail,  for  preaeh^^ 
ing  in  his  own  boose*  The  violence  and  commotion- 
occasioned  by  the  five-mile  aet,  obliged  him  to-  withdraw 
from  his  public  situation,  and  be  retired  to  Puddington, 
till  the  times  became  more  tolerant ;  when  he  returned 
to  bis  flock  in  Chester,  and  resumed  hia  ministry,  during 
the  short  interval  of  indulgence  granted  to  non-confor- 
mists by  Charles  IL  He  was  gready  esteemed  in  thik 
dty  and  neigbbourhoodj  not  only  for  his  eminent  literary 
attainments,  but  also  on  account  of  the  uniform  integrity, 
meekness,  and  benevolence,  which  he  displayed  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  painfol  privations,  difficulties,  and  suf* 
ferings.  He  died  in  1684.  Mr.  Hall,  who  had  been 
ejected  from  Mear,  in  Staffordshire,  was  also  imprisoned 
upon  the  five-mile  act,  for  sit  months  in.  Chester  jail,, 
where  the  manly  fortitude  and  unrepining.  padenee,  with 
which  he  sustained  his  trials^,  and  his  benevolent  exertions 
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Icr  enlighten  and  reform  the  unhappy  criminids  who  were 
his  fellow  prisoners^  not  only  greatly  increased  the  attach- 
ment of  his  friends,  but  idso  procured  him  the  cordial 
esteem  of  many  to  whom  he  was  previously  unknown, 
but  who  were  thereby  made  acquainted  with  the  goodness 
of  his  heart,  and  the  many  virtues  which  adorned  his 
eharacter.  He  died  in  1684,  a  short  time  after  his  im* 
prisonment. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Hall,  th^ 
congregations  were  entirely  broken  up  and  dispersed  by 
the  persecutions  of  the  times,  but  such  of  them  as  conti- 
nued Dissenters,  either  contented  themselves  with  family 
worship,  and  occasional  meetings  at  each  others  houses, 
or  joined  Mr.  Harvey's  congregation,  which  assembled  at 
his  house,  in  as  private  a  manner  as  possible,  to  avoid 
the  penalties  then  in  force  against  non-conformists^  until 
James  II.  under  the  pretence  of  universal  toleration,  but 
with  a  view  to  the  introduction  and  establishment  of 
popery,  granted  them  the  liberty  of  public  worship,  of 
which  they  had  been  deprived  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  IL  It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Henry 
began  his  ministry  in  Chester,  and  was  enabled,  through 
the  indulgence  of  the  government,  to  collect  the  remains 
of  the  congregations  of  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Hall,  and  to 
open  a  meeting  in  Wbitefriar's-lane.* 

Mr.  Harvey,  who  had  been  ejected  from  Wallasey,  in 
Cheshire,  continued  to  labour,  as  the  Minister  of  a  dis- 
senting congregation  in  Bri(^e-street,  for  thirteen  years 
after  the  toleration  was  granted,  and,  having  well  sus- 
tained, during  a  long  period  of  great  trial  and  difficulty, 
the  character  of  a  Christian  Minister^  he  died  in  Nov. 
1609,  and  was  buried  in  the  great  church. 

Mr.  Harvey,  was  succeeded  in  the  ministry  by  his 
^on  J.  Harvey,  who  was  brought  up  among  the  dissenters. 
On  his  resignation,  1706,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  his 

*  This  meetiog-boiue,  I  believe,  stood  on  or  neu  the  site  of  the  house 
occupied  by  Miss  Ecking,  in  BaUand's-court,  in  the  garden  of  which  is  a 
summer-house,  said  to  have  been  the  spot  where  Mr.  Henry  wrote  the  great- 
er pnrt  of  Us  ComiMiitary  on  the  Bible. 
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congregation,  which  was  large  and  opulent,  was  united  to 
that  of  Mr.  Henry,  and  in  1707)  a  large  gallery  was  Jbuitt 
on  the  south  side  of  Crook's-lane  meeting-house,  for  their 
better  acconomodation.  Thus  were  the  three  original 
non-conformist  societies  united  in  one,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Mr.  Henry,  who  remained  tlie  only  dissenting 
minister  in  Chester.  In  the  account  he  has  left  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  congregation  in  CrookVlane, 
be  has  recorded  a  transaction  which  is  exceedingly  illus- 
trative of  the  politics  of  this  city  in  his  time,  and  of  the 
corrupt  and  arbitrary  measures,  by  which  James  II.  and 
bis  government  endeavoured  to  subvert  and  destroy  the 
Protestant  establishment,  the  civil  constitution  of  the 
country,  and  the  rights  «nd  liberties  of  the  people :  ^  The 
^'  charter  of  the  city  '(says  Mr.  Heniy)  had  been  surren- 
^  dered  about  1684,  and  a  new  diarter  granted,  by  which  a 
^^  power  was  reserved  to  the  crown,  to  put  out  mi^^ 
''trates  and  put  in  at  pleasure.  This  precarious  charter 
*^  was  joyfiilly  accepted  by  those  that  were  for  surrendering 
*'  the  old  one,  that  alderman  Munwaring  and  some  other 
^aldermen  of  the  same  honest  principles,  might  be 
^  turned  out,  and  none  but  those  of  their  own  kidney 
^^  taken  in.    By  this  charter.  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor  was 

the  first  mayor,  alderman  Wilson,  the  second,  alderman 

Oulton,  the  third,  and  alderman  Starkey,  the  fourth. 

In  the  latter  end  of  his  time,  about  1688,  one  Mr. 

Trinder  came  to  Chester,  for  Uie  new  modelling  of  the 
^^  coriK>ration,  according  to  the  power  reserved  to  the 
^  crown  by  Uie  new  charter.  He  applied  himself  4o  me, 
'^  told  me  the  King  thought  the  govefwnent  ofihe  eiijf 
^'  needed  reformationf  and  if  I  would  say  who  should  be 
^  put  out,  and  who  put  in  their  places,  it  should  be -done. 
^  I  told  him  I  begged  his  pardon,  that  was  none  of  my 
'^  business,  nor  would  I  in  the  least  intermeddle  in. any 
^*  thing  of  that  nature.  However,  he  got  instmctions 
^from  others,  the  new  charter  was  cancelled,  and  ano-* 
^^  ther  sent,  of  the  same  import,  only  altering  the  persons, 
'<  and  by  it,  all  the  dissenters  of  note  in  the  city  were 
^  brought  into  the  government;  the  seniors  to  be  alder* 
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^  men^  and  die  juniors  to  be  common  council-men,  «iid 
^'  Sir  Thomas  Stanley,  mayor.  Tliis  cliarter  was  brought 
'^  down,  and  the  persons  called  together  to  have  notice  of 
^  it,  and  to  have  the  time  fixed  for  their  being  sworn, 
^  but  they,  like  true  Englishmen,  unanimoudy  isefused  it^ 
^  and  desired  that  the  ancient  charter  might  be  restored, 
''  though  tjiey  knew  that  none  of  them  would  come  into 
^^  power  by  that,  but  that  many  that  were  their  bitter 
^^  enemies  would  •  be  restored  by  it.  This  I  take  to  be  a 
^^  memorable  instance  both  of  the  modesty  of  the  dissen^ 
^'  ters,  and  a  proof  bow  &r  they  are  from  an  affectation  of 
'^'  power ;  the  top  of  their  ambition  being  to  live  quiet  and 
^^  peaceable  lives,  in  the  exemse  of  their  religion  accord- 
-^  ing  to  their  consciences ;  as  «d8o  of  their  inviolable 
^'  fidelity  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country.'' 
The  princifdes  and  dispositions  displayed  by  Mr.^Henry 
in  this  transaction,  and  wluch  were  so  honourable  to  him 
las  a  msm,  an  Englishman,  and  a  Christian  minister,  appear 
to  have  goremed  his  conduct  at  ereiy  period  of  his  life. 
He  was  indeed  a  Calvinist,  and  a  sealous  assertor  of  the 
opinioBs  of  the  non-conformists,  bit  his  spirit  was  never 
inflamed  by  fanatic  rage,  nor  embittered  by  the  rancour 
of  bigotry  and  intolerance.  He  could  esteem  as  brethren 
those  whose  honest  convictions  would  not  suffer  them  to 
embrace  his  opinions,  and  who  conscientiously  worshipped 
the  Supreme  Being;,  under  &rms  different  from  ^ose 
which  he  deemed  most  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  Christi- 
anity. The  liberality  of  his  sentiments,  and  the  candour 
and  kindness  of  his  mind,  ane  (Strikingly  expressed  at  the 
<close  of  his  sermon  on  the  opening,  of  Crook Vkme  qieet- 
ing^-house,  in  which  he  thus  addresses  his  brethren : — 
^^  Be  at  peace  with  those  itom  whom  you  differ  in  opinion, 
'Und  reeeive  them  not  with  doubtful  disputations.  Care- 
fully watch  that  a  diversity  of  cooununion.  cause  not  an 
alienation  of  affection,  bat  be  as  ready  to  do  every  office 
of  love,  and  kindness,  and  resped^  to  those  from  whom 
you  dissent,  as  to  those  widi  whom  you  consent ;  res^rf ve, 
though  you  difier  from  them,  you  will  not  coffer  with 
Itetti.  '  U  ouroepasation  be  not  schismatioal  io  its  own 
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nature,  (as  for  my  own  part  I  am  well  satisfied  it  is  not) 
iet  us  not  at  any  time  make  it  so  by  our  own  uncharitable 
c^ensures,  or  unchristian  heats  and  passions.'' 

Mr.  Henry  removed  from  Chester  to  Hackney,  in 
17 13,  and  died  of  apoplexy,  at  Nantwich,  where  he  had 
been  on  a  visit  to  Us  friends,  in  June,  1714,  the  fifty « 
second  year  of  his  age,  and  was  burled  at  Trinity  church, 
in  this  city.  He  was  esteemed  an  excellent  Hebrew 
•scholar,  and,  for  his  time,  a  biblical  critic  of  no  inferior 
consideration.  His  exposition  of  the  bible  has  gone 
tbroagh  a  great  osany  editions,  and  is  still  in  great  repute, 
as  a  practical  commentary  upon  the  sacred  writings,  with 
moderate  Calvinists,  both  in  (iie  established  church,  and 
among  the  various  denominations  of  dissenters.  Mr. 
Henry  published,  besides  several  single  sermons. — 1. 
^^A  Discourse  concerning  the  nature  of  Schism,^'  1689; 
2.  **  The  Life  of  Mr.  Philip  Henry,*'  1696;  3.  **  A  Scripture 
Catechism,*'  1702;  4.  "Family  Hymns,*'  1702;  5. "The 
Communicant's  Companion,"  ^704 ;  6. "  Four  Discourses 
against  Vice  and  Immorality,*'  1705 ;  7*  ^^  A  Method  of 
Prayer,'*  1710;  8.  "Directions  for  daily  communion  wiidi 
«od,**  1712;  9.  "An  Exposition  of  the  Bible,'*  5  vate. 
folio,  the  first  volume  in  1706. 

Mr.  John  Gardner  succeeded  Mr.  Henry  as  the  mi- 
nister of  Crook's-lane  meeting-house,  1713,  and  continued 
to  fill  that  •station  with  reputation  and  usefulness,  for  more 
ihan  half  a  century.  He  died  on  the  2nd  of  November, 
176^9  aod  was  interred  in  Trinity  church,  ne«r  to  the 
remains  of  bis  predecessor,  Mr.  Henry.  It  is  difficuk 
now  to  ascertain,  whedier  Mr.  Gardner  was  a  Cdvinist 
or  not,  as  he  did  not,  from  the  press  mfdce  any  declaration 
of  that  nature,  but  from  the  choice  of  the  congregation 
as  to  his  successor,  it  seems  highly  probable,  that  what- 
.ever  his  religious  sentiments  were  when  he  came  to 
Chester,  he  had,  towards  the  dose  of  his  life,  departed  in 
a  consideeaUe  degree  from  the  doctrines  maintained  by 
.Mr.  Henry. 

Jdr.  J«  Chidlaw  aucceeded  Mr.  Gardner  in  VjGb, 
ittving  been  co-pastor  with  him  foortoen  years,  and  was 
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the  sole  miniatarof  Crook's-lane  meeting-house  for  thirty* 
three  years,  when,  from  dedtning  health,  and  the  rapidly 
increasing  infirmities  of  old  age,  he  was  under  the 
oessity  of  resigning-  the  ministry^  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mr*  Wm.  Thomas,  in  1796.  Mn  Chidlaw  died  in  1800, 
and  was  buried  in  the  meeting-house  yard.  He  is  still 
well  remembered  in  this  city,  and  his  memory  is  cherished 
with  great  respect  by  the  congregation  with  which  he 
was  connected,  especially  by  the  aged  members  of  it,  who 
were  his  friends  and  associates  in  early  life.  He  was  an 
Unitarian,  and  the  Ministers  of  Crook's-lane  meeting- 
house, since  his  time,  have  been  of  that  denomination, 
maintaining  the  religious  opinions  generally  held  by  such 
writers  as  Dr.  Lardner,  Dr.  Priestley,  Mr.  Lindsey,  and 
Mr.  Belsham.  At  his  death,  Mr.  Chidlaw  bequeathed 
one  hundred  pounds  to  the  trustees,  of  CrookVlane 
meeting-house,  and  directed  that  the  interest  of  it  should 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Minister  for  the  time  being. 
He  published ''  A  serious  call  to  regard  Divine  Providence, 
a  sermon  preached  at  Chester,  November  8th,  1772,  on 
occasion  of  the  dreadful  calamity  that  happened  there, 
on  the  5th  of  the  same  month,  by  an  explosion  of  gun- 
powder." 

Mr.  Thomas,  though  a  young  man,  and  apparently 
of  a  very  sound  and  robust  constitution,  when  he  came 
'  to  Chester,  was,  by  a  painful  and  lingering  disease,  which 
finally  terminated  in  consumption,  obliged  to  resign  his 
public  situation  in  1808,  and,  by  the  advice  of  his  medical 
attendants,  he  retired  into  South  Wales,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  native  air,  where  he  died  in  March,  1809.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  integrity  and  benevolence,  and  his 
simple,  mild,  and  unassuming  manners,  attracted  the 
sincere  esteem  of  all  who  were  acquainted  with  his 
character.  He  did  not  publish  any  thing  with  his  name, 
but  wrote  several  articles  in  the  Imperial  Review^  which 
evince  extensive  reading,  and  a  well  cultivated  mind. 

Mr.  James  Lyons,  who  had  been  the  minister  of  a 
dissenting  congregation  at  Hull,  for  eleven  years,  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Thomas,  in  1808,  and  resigned  his  situation 
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as  the  minister  of  Crook'sJane  meetiiig-hottse^  in  Dec. 
1813.  He  has  published  two  sermons,  the  first,  ^'  The 
right  and  duty  of  a  faithful  and  fearless  examination  of 
the  scriptures/'  a  farewell  discourse  on  leaving  his  con- 
gregation at  Hull,  in  which  he  states  his  reascms  for 
embracing  the  Unitarian  doctrines ;  and  the  second,  **  The 
dissemination  of  Unitarian  principles  recommended  and 
enforced,''  a  discourse  delivered  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Unitarian  Fund  Society,  in  London,  in  1806. 

After  Mr.  Lyon's  reignation,  the  public  services  were 
conducted  by  Mr.  J.  Parry,  Mr.  Theophilus  Brown,  late 
fellow  of  Peterhouse  college,  Cambridge,  and  others,  until 
August,  1815,  when  Mr.  W.  J.  Bakewell  enteied  npon 
the  pastoral  office,  to  which  he  had  been  unanimously 
chosen  by  the  congregation  while  a  student  at  the  dis- 
senting college  at  York.— •The  present  minister  is  the 
Rev.  William  Aspland. 

The  funds  belonging  to  this  place,  which  have  arisen 
out  of  the  donations  of  the  wealthy  members  of  the  society 
fh>m  time  to  time,  for  the  use  of  the  minister,  and  the 
support  of  the  poor,  are  very  considerable;  and  are 
managed  by  trustees  chosen  in  succession  out  of  the  con- 
gregation. They  have  eight  alms  houses,  which  are 
liberally  endowed,  and  in  which  poor  widows  reside ; 
fiinds  for  the  education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry ; 
for  the  instruction  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  and  other 
very  important  charities.  The  congregation,  though 
respectable,  is  not  large ;  the  opinions  of  Unitarians  being 
by  no  means  popular  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 


SiniiepnilKnt  Chapel. 

This  place  of  worship  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
Queen-street,  adjoining  to  which,  on  the  south  side,  is  a 
bouse  for  the  minister,  and  behind  a  burial  ground.  The 
chapel  is  a  handsome  brick  buildings  has  galleries  on 
three  sides,  and  will  accommodate  about  900  persons ; 
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in  tbe  frMt  is  an  iron  pnUsading,  where  there  are  Cwa 
entrances.  Tbe  -feunders  of  this  place  were  originaUy  a 
part  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  in  Creole' s-ian^ 
from  whom  they  separated  themselves^  in  cott«eqiieQce,  as 
they  judged,  of  a  departure  from  the  doctrinal  sentiments 
held  by  their  predecessors.  For  some  years  liiey  worsbip- 
ped  in  a  large  room  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Wilcoxon's 
congregation  in  CommonhaU'»street7  and  formed  them- 
selves into  a  chui^b  in  1772,  when  the  Rev;  William 
Armitage  was  chosen  their  pastor.*  The  presait  strac^ 
ture  in  Qoeen-street  was  ereeted  in  1777,  and  the  congre- 
gation attending  is  large  and  respectable.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  tbe  successive  ministers  from  the  formation  of 
the  church  to  the  present  time : — 

*  Mr.  Annltege  had  not  takes  np  his  tfeaideoce  in  GheMetmany  days, 
before  a  singularly  awful  Providence  spread  an  universal  gloom  over  the  city 
and  vicinity  ;  at  the  same  time  the  circumstance  was  overruled  for  valuable 
purposes  to  many.  The  event  is  dins  felated  by  Mr.  Armitage  himself: 
*^  Immediately  on  my  coming  to  this  place,  I  deteimioed  to  begin  a  Thurs- 
day evening  lecture,  and  accordingly  published  my  design  on  the  first  Sabbath- 
day  after  my  arrival.  This  being  rather  an  uncommon  service  among  the 
dissenters  at  Chester,  struck  the  inhabitants  as  a  novelty,  and  excited  the 
cnrkMity  of  many  people  to  attend.  I  was  nmdi  perplexed  In  the  interval 
Sott  a  8ubject»  nflt  was  it  till  just  before  the  time  of  meetiag  that  I  could  fix 
upon  a  text.  The  only  words  that  I  could  find  Hberty  to  speak  from  at  last, 
were  those  recorded  in  Judges  xiii.  23.  ^'  If  the  Lord  were  pleased  to  kill  us, 
he  wouldnot  have  received  a  burnt  ofibring  and  a  meat  ofiering  at  oar  hands ; 
midicr  would  ha  have  showed  ns  all  thest  things ;  nor  would,  as  ai  this  thn^ 
have  iiM  us  such  things  as  these."  I  could  not  then  account  for  being  led 
out  of  my  usual  way  of  study  ;  but  the  secret  was  soon  unravelled.  It  hap- 
]pened  that  a  company  of  strollen  were  the  same  evening  to  eaddbit  a  puppet 
show,  in  a  ioimi>adjac«t  to  that  in  which  wt  wwci  to  meet  loFtlie  woniii^  of 
Gody  «nd  at  the  same  time  that  I  was  to  preadi.  Many  debated  in  their 
minds  whether  the  shew  or  the  sermon  would  afford  them  the  greatest  enter- 
tainment As  I  was  just  come  to  town,  and  was  entirely  new  to  thetii,  i 
several  on  this  gpround  resolved  to  hear  me,  and  reserve  their  visit  to  the  pup- 
pet room  for  a  future  evening.  It  was  happy  for  them  that  they  came  to  this 
resolution;  for  that  very  night,  the  place  and  about  two  hundred  persons 
were  blown  into  the  air  by  the  explosion  of  gunpowder,  which  had  taken  fiie 
in  a  room  under  that  in  which  they  were  assembled.  Forty  were  killed  on 
the  spot,  and  many  others  were  most  miserably  scorched  and  mangladr 
Those  who  attended  on  me  made  an  application  of  the  text  to  thamselTes,  and 
said,  <  If  the  Lord  had  intended  to  kill  us,  he  would  have  permitted  us  to  go  to 
the  puppet  show ;  but  as  he  has  spared  us,  we  will  never  go  again.'  Some  of 
these  have  Attended  my  mhiistry  ever  since,  and  I  trust  not  wlAoat  profit." 
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The  Rev4  William  Armitage,  from  1772  to  179&. 

William  Tborpe,  now  of  Bristol, 

Moses  Taylor,  deceased. 

Ebeaezer  White,  deceased. 

John  Reynolds^  now  of  Rorasey* 

John  Thorpe^  the  present  minister. 
There  is  an  excellent  Sabbath-sehool  taiigbt  at  tliit 
chapel,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  society  >  who  have  also 
two  branch-schools^  one  at  Handbridge,.  and  another  at 
Boughton,  taught  in  the  chs^^el  where  the  late  Rev.  P. 
Oliver  formerly  officiated,  and  which  is  still  occasionally 
used  for  divine  worship.  The  aggregate  number  oi 
scholars  taught  in  these  Sabbath  seminaries  amounts 
nearly  to  five  hundred. 


(Old  Connexion.) 

This  chapel  stands  in  John-street,  and  was  erected 
in  18IL  It  is  a  large,  well-built,  handsome  structure, 
with  a  8emi-«ireular  front,  and  three  entrances ',  two  of 
which  mre  at  the  west  end,  near  the  city  walls,  from  which 
a  flight  of  steps  descends  into  the  chapd-yard  ;  the  other, 
which  is  the  principal  one,  is  from  John-street.  It  is 
galleried  on  three  sides,  and  behind  the  pulpit  is  a  large 
orchestra,  for  the  accommodation  of  a  body  of  singers. 
The  introduction  of  methodism  into  tins  city  occurred 
about  the  year  17&0|  and  the  first  preacher  who  visited 
the  neighbourhood  was  a  Mr.  John  Bennet.  He  com- 
menced his  labours  at  Huntington-hall,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, then  the  residence  of  Mr.  George  Cotton ;  from 
thence  the  preaching  was  removed  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Richard  Jones,  in  Love-lane,  within  the  city,  where  a 
society  was  first  formed.  The  house  appropriated  for 
their  worship  soon  becoming  too  small  to  contain  the 
numbers  who  came  to  hear,  the  society  procured  and 
fitted  up  a  capacious  barn,  in  Martin's  Ash,  situated  on 
the  south  side  of  the  church  of  St*  Martin,  ftom  which 
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time  tbey  were  regularly  supplied  with  travelling  preach- 
ers, and  where  the  Rev.  John  Wesley  frequently  visited 
them  in  his  annual  excursions.    It  does  not  appear  that 
during  this  time  the  society  were  remarkable  as  to  their 
numbers,  or  their  respectability ;  but  after  remaining  at 
Martin's  Ash  for  somewhat  more  than  a  dozen  years,  they 
had  sufficient  credit  to  obtain  620/.  upon  bond,  with 
which  they  erected,  in  1765,  the  Octagon  chapel,  near 
the  Barrs  in  Foregate-street,  which  they  continued  to 
occupy  as  their  place  of  worship,  until  their  removal  to 
John-street,  as  above^noticed.    The  congregation  attend- 
ing this  chapel  is  both  numerous  and  respectable ;  though 
it  has  been  considerably  reduced  in  the  present  year,  by 
the  secession  of  many  members  of  the  society,  who  have 
united  themselves  with  the  New  Methodist  connexion  in 
the  city,  in  consequence  of  what  they  deemed  an  unjusti- 
fiable assumption  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  preachers 
and  some  of  the  trustees,  in  relation  to  the  Sabbath- 
schools,  of  which  they  had  the  management.  The  ministers 
are  itinerant  preachers,  who  sometimes  continue  in  a 
circuit  for  one,  and  sometimes  for  two  years  i  though  the 
present  preachers  (Messrs.  Jackson  and  Rayner),  proba- 
bly for  special  reasons,  by  the  appointment  of  conference, 
are  both  to  remain  in  the  circuit  for  three  years^cer- 
tainly  a  very  unusual  occurrence.^On  the  south-west 
angle  at  the  back  of  the  chapel,  there  is  a  good  school 
built,  consisting  of  two  stories,  in  which  children  are 
taught  to  read  on  the  Sabbath-day.    The  number  of 
scholars  taught  here  is  130^.    Attached  to  this  society  is 
also  a  good  brick  building  in  Back  Brook-street,  in  which 
there  is  a  flourishing  Sabbath-school,  comprising  not  less 
than  320*  children.    The  ground  for  this  building,  and  a 
liberal  sum  of  money,  were  given  by  an  opulent  and 
benevolent  individual  of  the   city ; — and  by  the  public 
liberality,  the  whole  debt  has  been  extinguished,  so  that 
the  school  now  stands  without  any  other  incumbrance 
than  what  arises  from  the  purchase  of  books  used  for 
teaching. 

*  These  numben  are  given  by  the  superintendants. 
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There  is  also,  a  snmU  chapel  in  Hxunilton-place,  be- 
longing to  John-street  society,  in  which  their  doctrines 
are  preached  in  the  Welsh  language. 


(New  CcwMxkm.) 

This  structure  is  situated  in  Trinity- street,  but  is 
greatly  inferior  to  that  In  John-street,  both  in  dimensions 
and  general  appearance.     It  was  built  in  1794,  by  a  party 
of  tlie  Old  Methodists,  who  wished  to  have  the  sacrament 
administered  to  them  by  their  own  ministers,  and  preach- 
ing in  church  hours — arrangements  strongly  resisted  by 
the    Octagon    trustees,    but  wbich    were  subsequently 
adopted  by  that  portion  of  the  society  who  continued  to 
worship  there.    In  the  religious  struggles  accompanying 
the  efforts  of  the  Trinity-street  people  to  obtain  their 
object,  a  final  separation  took  place  between  them  and 
their  brethren  of  the  Octagon,  the  ministers  of  the  latter 
refusing  to  continue  to  preach  in  their  chapel,  unless  they 
would  abandon  what  they  contended  for.     Thus  deserted, 
the  people  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  availing  them- 
selves of  occasional  ministers,  who  supplied  them  until 
the  year  1797,  when  they  joined  themselves  with  a  large 
body  of  the  Methodists,   who  separated  themselves  in 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom  from  the  old  connexion,  and 
became  a  distinct  body ;  and  whose  object  was  to  effect 
what  they  deemed  a  reformation  in  regard  to  the  power 
and  authority  of  their  preachers,  the  management  of  their 
funds,   and  the  general  government  of  their  societies. 
With  this  body,  which  by  way  of  distinction,  is  denomi- 
nated   the    New    Methodist    Connexion,    Trinity-street 
chapel  has  since  continued  to  be  united.    The  society  is 
less  numerous  than  that  of  John-street,  but  it  is  at  present 
in  a  state  of  considerable  improvement,  and  the  congre- 
gations have  lately  become  so  numerous,  that  an  enlarged 
chapel  is  become  necessary,  for  the  erection  of  which  a 
suitable  plot  of  ground  is  in  search  of.    The  ministers. 
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like  those  of  Jolm-street,  are  itinerant,  and  receive  their 
appointments  from  the  atmual  conference.  The  present 
preachers  are  the  Revds.  B.  Eamshaw,  and  H.  Seals. — 
Connected  with  this  society  are  three  excellent  Sabbath- 
schools,  one  taught  in  the  chapel,  one  in  Bridge-street, 
and  the  other  in  a  new  building  in  Handbridge,  which  is 
also  used  as  a  preaching-house  on  the  Sabbath  evenings. 
The  two  latter  were  formerly  united  with  John-street 
society ;  but  from  which  they  were  separated  in  the  seces- 
sion already  referred  to. — Number  of  children  taught  in 
these  schools,  upwards  of  four  hundred. 


Is  situated  in  Foregate- street,  near  the  Barrs,  and  as 
already  stated,  was  built  in  1765,  by  the  Wesleyan  Me- 
thodists. Upon  the  removal  of  the  society  to  John- street, 
it  was  purchased,  and  has,  since  that  time,  been  occupied 
by  its  present  possessors.  The  congregation  was  col- 
lected by  the  labours  of  the  late  Rev.  P.  Oliver,  a 
clergyman  of  the  established  church,  who  embraced  the 
religious  sentiments  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Whitfield. 
This  gentleman  converted  some  out-buildings  near  his 
house  in  Boughton,  into  a  chapel,  where  he  officiated 
until  his  death,  without  any  other  reward,  than  the  grati- 
fication of  diffusing  among  his  poor  neighbours,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  the  spirit  and  principles  of 
evangelical  truth.  At  his  death  he  bequeathed  th^e  chapel 
to '  his  congregation  for  a  term  of  years ;  but  upon  their 
removal  to  the  Octagon,  they  sold  their  interest  in  it,  ^nd 
it  has  since  been  used  as  a  Sunday-school,  by  the  Independ- 
ent society^  of  Queen-street;  and  occasionally  as  a  place 
of  worship  by  that  respectable  body  of  people.  The 
congregation  at  the  Octagon  is  considerable,  and  is  in 
connexion  with  the  societies  which  were  under  the  patro- 
nage of  the  late  Countess  of  Huntingdon*  The  Bev.  /. 
Bridgeman  (who  has  a  house  adjoining  the  chapel),  and 
the  Rev.  J.  Williams,  are  the  present  officiating  ministers* 
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Have  two  chapels,  one  m  HArailtoa-pljice ;  a  small,  b^t 
commodious  brick  building,  which  w^as  erected  in  1806, 
but  the  congregation  have  no  stated  minister.  The  other 
stands  in  Pepper-street ;  it  is  built  with  stone,  in  a  neat 
style,  and  was  greeted  in  1827.  The  Rev.  John  Sim  is 
the  pastor,  but  the  congregation  is  small. 


Is  a  good  bn|[;k  Uujldipg^  jaod  stands  on  tfie  north  side 
of  CommonhalUstreet ;  it  was  opened  for  public  Sjer* 
vice  on  the  12th  of  November,  1820.  The  society  con- 
sists of  about  120  members,  and  the  individuals  taught 
in  the  chapel,  are  about  100  scholars,  chiefly  adults,  who 
learn  to  read  Welsh.  There  are  also  two  £nglisb  Sab- 
bath-schools connected  with  this  chapel — ^one  in  Further 
Northgate-street,  and  the  other  at  Saughall,  each  contain- 
ing about  50  children.  The  public  services  in  this  place 
are  performed  in  the  ancient  British  language.  Mr. 
John  Parry  principally  officiates  as  the  preacher,  but  is 
oc;casionally  assisted  by  itinerant  ministers  from  different 
parts  of  the  Principality,  as  directed  by  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  preachers  and  elders. 


Common|Ml(«itct(t  C|apeL 

This  place  of  worship  consists  of  ^  g^ood  spacious 
roona,  ascended  by  a  flight  of  steps  inside,  and  well  fitted 
up  with  pulpit,  seats,  and  benches ;  it  nearly  adjoins  the 
shotrmanufactory  of  Mr.  Ellis,  in  Commonhall-street. 
The  diversity  of  people  who  have  occupied  this  room  as  a 
plaee  .of  worstup  ^  worthy  of  remark.  In  1772,  as  before 
intimdted,  it  was  used  t^  tbe  Indtpendenis  /  subsequestly 
by  thie  fFesleyan  Methodists;  then  by  the  Baptists,  who 
with  the  flev*  &|n  Aston  as  tbeir  minister,  occupied  it 
for  several  years ;  and  laaUy,  ia  1806,  it  was  adapted  by 
Mr.  Wilcoxooy  and  a  part  of  the  congregation  formerly 
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belongiDg  to  the  late  Mr.  Oliver,  and  by  tbem  it  is  still  oc- 
cupied. Mr.  Wilcoxon  oflSciates  as  the  minister,  without 
pecuniary  emolument,  whose  congregation  is  very  nu- 
merous. 


dT^e  Boman  Catholic  Cfiq^tl 

Is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Queen-street.  It  is  a  small 
but  handsome  brick  building,  with  an  elegant  doric  por- 
tico, supported  by  four  light  stone  pillars  in  front,  and 
was  built  in  1799.  The  congregation  is  respectable,  and 
has  greatly  increased  since  the  erection  of  the  chapel. 
The  Rev.  John  Briggs  is  the  present  priest 


This  is  a  plain  building,  capable  of  accommodating 
several  hundred  persons,  with  a  burial  ground  in  front; 
and  stands  on  the  east  side  of  Frodsham-street.  It  is  one 
of  the  oldest  dissenting  places  now  existing  in  the  city,  if 
not  the  most  ancient.  Dr.  Pigot,  in  his  History  of  Ches- 
ter, gives  the  year  1702  as  the  period  of  its  erection, 
which  is  two  years  after  the  building  of  Matthew  Henry's 
chapel  in  Crook-street ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from 
a  passage  in  Clarkson's  Memoirs  of  William  Penn,  that  it 
was  in  existence  at  least  thirteen  years  before  that  struc- 
ture. The  biographer  says,  "Among  the  places  he  (W, 
Penn)  visited  in  Cheshire,  was  Chester  itself.  The  king 
(James  second)  who  was  then  travelling,  arriving  there 
at  the  same  time,  went  to  the  Meeting  House  of  the 
Quakers*  to  hear  him  preach.'*  This  was  in  1687.  By 
a  communication  from   one  of  the  intelligeut   Friends 

*  In  Gbugh*8  History  of  tlie  Qaaken,  the  jorigin  of  difa  appeUatfon  is 
ditis  stated :_«« It  was  daring  his  (George  Fox's)  imprisonment  here  (Doby) 
1650»  that,  bidding  Oervas  Bennet  (one  of  the  justices  who  committed  him^ 
and  those  in  company  with  him,  tremble  at  the  word  of  the  Lord ;  Bennet, 
turning  this  expression  into  a  subject  of  ridicule,  in  derision  gave  G.  Fox 
and  his  ftiends  the  appeOation  of  Sicajken,  by  vtaidi  name  this  people  hayo 
«ver  since  been  distinguished.** 
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I'esiding  at  Liverpool,  I  am  also  assured,  ^'  that  th  ere  was  a 
meeting-house  in  Chester  in  1770,  at  the  time  Dr.  Rutter's 
ancestors  resided  there."  But  whatever  was  the  precise 
period  when  the  meeting-house  was  built,  it  is  certain, 
that  there  was  a  society  in  the  city  as  early  as  the  middle 
of  the  17th  century.  In  the  life  of  George  Fox,  under 
date  of  1657,  that  zealous  champion  of  the  body  writes : 
^^  From  Wrexham  we  came  to  West  Chester,  and  it  being 
the  fair-time,  we  staid  there  awhile,  and  visited  Friends  /* 
an  expression  indicative  of  their  existence  here  at  that 
time.  But  still  stronger  evidence  of  this  fact  may  be  col- 
lected from  the  subsequent  recitals  in  this  article. 

From  the  year  1650,  when  the  society  was  in  its 
infancy,  and  throughout  the  Protectorate,  this  harmless 
people  endured  an  uninterrupted  series  of  persecution, 
both  in  their  persons  and  property.  No  sooner  had  the 
various  sectaries,  who  had  raised  the  standard  of  revolt, 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  obtaining  liberty  of  conscience, 
obtained  possession  of  power,  than  they,  in  their  turn, 
became  tyrants,  and  imposed  pains  and  penalties  upon  all 
who  differed  from  them  in  theological  sentiments.  The 
Quakers  were  especially  marked  as  objects  of  persecution, 
both  by  the  ruling  powers,  and  the  intolerance  of  the 
populace ;  and  there  are  few  places  in  the  kingdom 
wherein  they  suffered  greater  severities,  than  in  the  city 
of  Chester.  This  fact  is  but  partially  known,  because  on 
the  one  hand,  the  Friends  have  taken  but  little  pains  in 
publishing  the  cruelties  exercised  against  them,  and  on 
the  other,  the  books  in  which  their  harsh  treatment  has 
been  exhibited,  have  been  but  very  little  read.  It  is  no 
part  of  my  province  to  write  their  history :  but  a  few 
instances  of  the  persecutions  they  suffered  in  Chester  will 
not  be  out  of  place,  particularly  as  they  develope  some 
circumstances  of  a  curious  nature  relating  to  the  city, 
but  very  imperfectly  known  in  the  present  day.  Besides, 
whatever  tends  to  shew  the  cruelty  and  intolerance  of 
times  gone  by,  can  never  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  us 
the  inestimable  blessings  we  now  enjoy,  in  the  secure 
possession  of  our  civil  and  religious  privileges. 
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la  a  trork^  entitled  **  An  ahstraclt  of  the  lufferkigs  <^ 
the  people  called  Qnakers^  for  tbe  testimony  of  a  good 
conscience/'  (2  rols.  8ro.  1/33)  la  an  enumeration  of 
about  twenty  cases,  in  wbicb  FrkntU  were  visited  by  the 
eitil  magistrates  of  Cbester  with  fine,  imprisonment,  or 
banishment,  for  tbe  following  offences — non-payment  of 
tytbes;  for  not  paying  steqfle-kou$e  rates;  refusing  to 
Mvear  }  gomg  to  meeting ;  declaring  tbe  truth  in  sUeple^ 
homes  and  streets,  and  visiting  the  imprisoned ;  and  for 
not  putting  off  tbe  hat.«-^From  this  it^ork,  tbe  following 
dases  are  selected,  in  the  author's  own  words  \-^ 

ThomM  Livetey,  for  not  swearing,  h«d  a  cow  taken  from  him  worth 
508.  and  for  the  same  cause  suffered  six  weeks  and  five  days  impriionitient. 

Thomas  Hohne,  being  at  a  meeting  In  Chester,  on  tbe  19th  <^  die  Ist 
BMOth,  1S63,  and  preaching  there,  was  by  the  mayor  seat  to  the  common 
gml,  kspi  about  six  weeks,  and  much  abused  and  beaten  by  the  wicked 
drunken  gaoler— Richazd  flickcock,  for  being  at  the  same  meeting,  was 
imprisoned  fifteen  weeks,  and  Edward  JIf organ  nine  weeks. 

Richard  Hlckeock,  for  speaking  to  the  people  in  a  sfMpie-Jkmue  «i 
Cfaeitor,  after  the  priest  had  ended  his  sermon,  was  committed  to  prison  by 
the  mayor,  who  ordered  the  keeper  to  lay  him  in  irons  in  a  dark  stinking 
place  called  ^ad  man's  room,*  where  they  used  to  put  persons  condemned  to 
die ;  in  which  place  and  condition  he  was  kept  above  thirteen  weeks  from  hi* 
irMb  and  mafiy  dilldren,  the  place  being  so  nas^,  that  a  soaks  and  odiet 
fiEDomous  creatures  were  seen  therein ;  and  'twas  thought  his  cruel  confine* 
ment  would  have  been  his  death,  had  not  one  George  Minshall,  a  servant  of 
the  Protector,  a  man  of  a  merciful  disposition,  who  came  thither  at  a  general 
sessions  for  the  eounty^  been  infotmed  of  the  poor  Bian*s  usage,  and  by  an 
JboftMf  eiSf]Mis  brought  Um  before  the  jadge,  who  finding  hiaimpriaonmeiit 
illegal,  set  Urn  at  liberty. 

Richard  Scostroph,  for  exhorting  people  to  repentance  In  the  streets  of 
Chester,  wAs  put  into  Ii<t2e-£(taB,f  and  the  next  day  sent  by  tb6  tts^  to 
BrideweB. 

*  Probably  the  dungeon  vnder  tbe  old  North-gate,  in  which  criminale  were  kept 
after  lentence  of  death  had  been  pAsted  u^on  them.    See  vol.  i«  p.  Sfio. 

t  I  have  not  met  with  any  accoaht  of  this  Tartareaii  place  of  punishment  in  any  of 
our  local  histories}  bat  1  have  ao  hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  was  sitaatedasdertlte 
North-gate  prison,  and  adjoining  the  dead  nurn's  room.  A  gentleman  of  the  city,  with 
whom  I  have  conversed.  Informs  me,  that  he  has  a  perfect  recollectton  of  a  hollow  ex- 
cavation on  the  side  of  the  rock,  in  passing  from  the  bottom  of  the  cellar  steps  towards 
this  dungeon,  answerable  to  the  following  descrlpiion.  The  description  Itself,  which  is 
subjoined,  is  copied  from  a  note  in  the  work  whence  the  above  extract  is  taken,  and 
reads  thus  : — ''This  Little-Etue  was  a  hole  hewed  out  in  a  rock ;  the  breadth  and  cross 
ftom  side  to  side,  Is  seventcea  Incbei  ffom  the  back  to  the  Inside  of  the  gveat  door  i  at 
the  top  seven  inches,  at  the  shoulders  eight  inches,  and  the  breast  nine  inches  and  a 
half}  f^om  the  top  to  the  bottom,  one  yard  and  a  half  t  «ritb  a  device  to  lesseK  the  helaht 
as  they  are  minded  to  torment  the  person  put  in,  by  draw-boaids  which  shoot  over 
across  the  two  iid«^  to  a  ysid  la  height  or  tfaereSboati.^ 
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g«lAg  mf^mmmag^'ftmy  WiUk  ibtt«ic  |A^>lD]g  b«fbf6  t)y6m)  to  mmd  wherein, 
iriu  chfmimritif  i/twd^  fif^h'wmin  tntf  hH^esi  (thti.  the  fear  p/lhe  lord, 
was  for  80  aMhg  vent  to  lif flff-Scitti^,  Mktt  l:«pt  th^e  fite  hoQtB,  by  which  he 
wab  ttttdi  Bmind  wid  liiin,  biHhg  Imt  a  ^d)c  B'tddy  itiaA. 

OifeMftr,  diMi^  'life  «pfelfiS6  MM!  Uti  tite  ptteM  tad  done,  #a8  by  the  mayor 
ordered  to  tie  Mt  iO'themdtk,  ttfid  VH«&  taken  nut  ag^alii,  itBA  lettt  to  tUtU- 
Bme,  uliere  tiMf  fc^^  Mm  nlrta  iio«i&  Hie  atn  day;  fbt  ekj^talating 
with  the magnyr  idiout  the injuiticeof  his uaage^ba imm afent lo ike sataa filaU 
agam,  after  he  had  baen  struck  in  die  face,  Ih  the  mayer*a  presenca,  hj  one 
of  the  aheridk,  n>  that  he  bled  very  ttiueh. 

Riohaid  Sale,  for  a|>eatdog  to  a  priest  Ih  the  sli^t  at  Cheiter,  on  the  4tlf 
of  the  llth  month,  {€56,  waa  by  the  tiiajor*s  orders  ftat  i*to  JiMie^AMtV 
and  kept  there  about  eight  hours.  And  on  ihe  8th  of  the  fiiat  month  follow* 
ing,  for  preaching  hi  the  streets,  was  kept  in  JU<l2e.£aae  aforesaid  four  hours. 
This  poor  man,  bdng  pretty  aorpnient,  eould  not  be  pilt  Ihto  that  hanOW 
hale  wiUMBt  much  vfoknee,  so  ihat-foat  «ea  had  modi  ada  ta  liiraatfiiHi 
fo,  and  at seteral  tfanea by  the cruaUagof  him,  the  blaod gnahed  out  of Hy» 
mouth  and  nose.  His  health  by  this  frequent  barbarity  was  much  impaired, 
and  his  bodjr  and  fegs  BWi^Qad,  so  that  he  hngat^ed  abdut  two  months,  af^ 
this  kBt  tfiiio  OfllisbAigptittheMjtfhaUMidifdinAeMlmo^th,  iD67f 
fanputing  the  cause  of  U*daath  to  the  eruekgf  of  his  peMeoolors. 

John  Lawson,  John  Badela,  and  Henzy  Murray,  for  going  into  a  sleepier 
ftonae  with  their  hata  on,  though  thsy  spaLt  not  a  word  there,  were  kept  in 
priaon  twenty^onr  weeks ;  one  of  'em  was  put  in  the  atoahs,  and  the  other 
two  were  sorely  beaten. 

Mdnid  HobbeidMny  eemlttg  id  disllt  tAmtt  thtf  mkoTtbrM 
moatfa,  1653,  to  yitit  John  Iawsou,  fhCn  in  priaa%  waa  artit  for  Ity  «bs 
mayor,  out  of  the  hoiise  where  he  lodged,  and  committed  to  prison^  and  thoe 
detained  ei^t  days. 

16MI.  £dwasd  KoigaH^  m  attfsMi  af  Ghe^ter,  hud  tf  iMttant  K^d  atole  a 
piece  afleailwrfromiliti;  the  mayor,  being  faifonned  ^  It,  and  tetraus  la 
ensnaie  Edward,  sent  for  them  both,  and  because  Edward  appeased  bafose 
him  idth  his  hat  on,  and  eonld  not  swear,  the  thief  was  discharged,  and 
Bdward  himsdf  toOnhltted  10  prison,  where  he  was  kept  deven  Weeks,  and 
tb«  pAtatdy  tti«a«ML  la  4i0  tloie  of  hia  ittprisdiitimit  ha  sent  a  latter  ^o 
tha  mayUB,  by  of»  Daboflh  Maddoaki,  who  indlag  Uas  in  the  Paadcei 
deliyered  the  letter,  but  for  dohig  her  errand  too  bhintly,  and  coming  ineve-i 
rently  (as  he  called  it)  before  magistrates  (for  it  seems  she  did  not  make  him 
a  couiteaie),  he  «ent  her  by  a  oonaldble  16  £Cflle»JSaar,  wliera  idie  Was  kept 
abaut  four  houiB. 

We  shall  doae  the  present  account  of  tfala  dty  with  the  peculiar  case  of 
Anthony  Hutcfaina,  a  tanner  in  Chester,  who  having  taken  an  account  in 
writing  of  the  sniforings  ot  the  pMple  called  Qkudeers  (here,  whidh  was  after- 
waida  ptdbUahed  ia  print,  be  sent  foe  adalMuMfpt  aopy  foereof  ifoat  to  the 
mtfyaa,  who  put  the  beatetafitinta  JUltfa^Kaa^  and  about  ten  daya  alter, 
being  the  8tb  of  the  7th  month,  the  said  Anthony  Uutchins  waa  sent  for  by 
constables  to  appear  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  another  justice  of  the 
peaae,  who,  having  a  copy  of  the  bo^  before  ihcm,  pMeecdied  to  his  exand- 
nation.  lUeie  follows  the  examfauidon  at  teBgHt.)  Ufa  eanuntaatfett  Uefa^ 
over,  and  he  refusing  to  find  suieties,  was  committed  to  gaol  for  writmg  a 
VOL,  II.  Y 
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Ubeif  ivh«rm,M  they  lald,  he  had  rtfromAid  tki magutrtiiu md mMtinw 
of  ChttUr,  Alia  he  had  been  thirty.two  days  io  prison,  the  gmenlaeasioDa 
for  the  county  coming  im,  he  was  by  habeoi  ewpui  zemoved  to  answer  the 
law  befine  the  judges,  who  making  due  enquiry  into  the  matter,  and  judging 
the  cause  of  his  commitment  insuffident,  disduucged  him ;  although  he, 
before  them,  asserted  the  truth  of  all  he  had  written,  wbUh  he  afterwards 
printed  under  the  title  of,  ilDecZaraUon  if  the  Su0tnrmg§  rf  thi  SaifiU  m 
Chegier  $  in  which  book  are  many  of  the  accounts  herein  before  given. 

From  the  preceding  accounts  it  would  seem,  that  tiie 
Friends  were  formerly  more  numerous  than  they  are  at 
present ;  and  it  appears  from  a  passage  in  Thomas  Story's 
Journal,  that  in  1717  he  '^attended  meeting  in  a  large 
place  called  the  Tennis  Court,  being  the  place  provided 
for  the  yearly  meeting/'  During  the  last  thirty  years, 
the  resident  members  attending  the  meeting  here  have 
varied  from  ten  to  fifteen ;  but  by  removals  and  other 
causes,  they  are  now  somewhat  less.  Neither  are  the 
visits  of  travelling  ministers  so  frequent  as  formerly,  but 
when  they  do  occur,  their  public  meetings  are  numerously 
attended  by  people  of  other  denominations. 


V^e  Primltit^e  ^tfyam^,  or  VUntersi, 
Have  a  small  chapel  in  Steam-mill-street,  near  the  Barrs, 
erected  about  the  year  1825.  The  body  to  which  they 
belong  has  very  considerably  increased  within  the  last 
few  years,  and  now  consists  of  nearly  40,000  members, 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  This  sect  had  its 
origin  with  about  forty  individuals,  who  separated  them- 
selves from  the  Old  Methodist  connexion,  at  Burslem,  in 
Staffordshire,  about  1806.  Their  first  and  principal  place 
of  worship  was  at  the  village  of  Tunstall,  a  mile  fi-oni 
Burslem,  where  they  remained  localized,  till  about  the 
year  1818,  when  they  began  to  spread  themselves  in 
distant  parts  of  the  nation,  and  are  now  risen  to  the 
above  numbers.  In  Staffordshire,  they  were  first  called 
Clowsites,  from  fVUliam.  Clowes,,  one  of  their  principal 
preachers ;  they  derived  the  name  of  Ranters  from  their 
loud  and  vociferous  mode  of  worship ;  but  they  distin- 
guish themselves  by  the  cognomen  of  Primitive  Metho-- 
distsj  affecting  to  follow  the  example  of  the  early  disciples 
of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley. 
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j^elD  IStlo^t  ober  t^  Dee. 

This  stupendous  structure^  though  not  completed  at 
tthe  time  I  write  (Nov.  1830)^  is  rising  into  magnificence ; 
the  centres  all  fixed^  and  several  courses  of  stone  laid 
upon  the  arch. 

The  obstacles  and  the  opposition  which  preceded  this 
undertaking,  as  well  as  the  way  in  which  they  were  over- 
come, have  already  been  stated.  It  is  more  than  proba- 
ble, as  before  observed,  that  from  the  period,  when  the 
late  Thomas  Harrison,  Esq.  was  employed  as  the  county 
architect,  about  the  year  l7S8j  the  present  bridge  formed  a 
part  of  that  grand  scheme  of  improvements  which  are 
now  on  the  point  of  completion,  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
county  hall.  Under  the  direction  of  that  eminent  indivi- 
dual, a  model  of  the  bridge  was  constructed,  which  for 
several  years  was  exhibited  in  the  grand  jury-room  of  the 
shirerhall.  According  to  this  design,  the  bridge  consists 
of  one  main  arch,  with  a  small  diy  arch,  or  towing-path, 
on  each  side^  by  which  a  land  communication  is  preserved 
on  both  sides  the  river.  The  great  distinguishmg  fea- 
tore  of  this  edifice  is  the  unparalleled  width  of  the  chord 
or  span  of  the  main  arch,  which  is  of  greater  extent  than 
that  of  any  other  ever  known  to  be  constructed.*    The 

*  The  following  is  a  list  of  stone  bridges,  whose  length  of  span  in  the 
arch  bean  the  nearest  approach  to  that  of  Chester  :— 


HAMB. 


Vieille  Brioude . . 

Uhn 

Oignac...;. 

Labour .  • 

CattdlVechb... 

Tommon 

daix 

Pnot-ir^.pcydd 


BIVRB  AMD  PLACE. 


Allier,  Brioude . . . 
Danube,  Suabia  •  • 
L*Erault,  France. . 
Agout,  Jjavour. . . . 
Adige,  Verona. ... 
Douz,  France  .... 
Drac,  Grenoble. . . . 
Taafe,01am. 


SPAN. 


183  feet. . 
181..... 

160 

160... 
160... 
167.., 
150... 
140... 


ARCurracT. 


Grenier 

Wiebeking 
Garipuy  «. 
Saget. 


Edwards 


DATE. 


1454 

1806 
1793 
1775 
1354 

1611 
1755 
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execution  of  the  project  required  a  daritig  genius,  equal 
to  the  l>ol(lness  of  the  conception  ;  and  a  competent  un- 
dertaker was  found  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Trubshaw,  a 
gentleman  of  Staffordshire,  who  has  been  extensively 
concerned  in  the  building  of  bridges,  and  other  public 
edific^^  A  variety  of  opinions  have  prevailed  as  to  the 
practicability  of  a  successful  result ;  but,  as  it  approaches 
the  test  of  security,  the  doubts  of  those  who  were  the  most 
seeptieal,  are  assnmng  the  svntijnents  of  aMuced  confix 

The  act  for  bviMiog  the  bri^e  and  op«ning  the 
approaches,  was  obtained  in  the  session  of  18Gfi^  in  wiudi 
seven  years  were  allowed  for  their  eompletioa ;  but  it 
was  not  till  the  aMmlb  ot  August  18B7»  that  the  bridge 
commissioiierB  enCered  i»to  contract  with  Mr.  Truhshaw 
for  the  exeewdoii  •!  the^  xvovk.  The  terans  of  tbe  cevtract 
were,  for  Ae  e<«etion  of  tke  brkige,  29^000/.,  and  for 
formkig  the  appmmcbes  7000f^^  maluiig  a  Mai  of  36,0001. 
Mr.  ^sse  Har<^l^  of  Liverpool^  was  appoiaited  the  awn- 
veyor.  Of  this  MdgCf  the  iiM  atone  was  laid  on  the  tot 
of  Oetober  In  liie  sama^  year,  by  t)m  Right  Hon.  £arl 
Orostenor^  aeeompanied  by  ib»  mayor,  the  membecs  of 
irtie  corponriftMi,  awd  a  ooDsid«MbtepovtioB.oftbapria«* 
icipal  gentry  ami  oAm»  ef  the^  ci^  uaA  aeigbbonghaod ; 
and  in  the  eveaiog,  ^  i^leiMlId  dbraer  was  ff/mtaU  the 
Royal  Hotel,  Id  eommoiaeran>  the  €maL 

Of  tfie  dlmensibiis  of  Ais  magttlficCHt  sCnKture,  with 
some  particulars  of  its  composkiaa,  Ae  folkMidng  »  an 
aceuratie  dielf^ieatfian  <--*l%e  dbur^  ov  qiaii  af  theiavch  m 
TWO  HUN0R£B^  fcet,  a  leapocily^  tts  Mbve  absoTved^  WW- 
quailed  in  Uie  globe.  Height  of  the  arch  from  the  spring- 
ing line,  40  feet.— Dimieiasions.  of  the  main  abutoneatSf  48 
feet  wide  bf  40^;  wtlfc  a  dry  arch,  as  a  towing-path  bu 
each  side^  20  feet  wide»  flanked  witib^  imxnense  wiag  waited 
to  support  the  embankmenO*  The  whele  length  of  aoad- 
way,  340  feet.— Width  of  the  bridge  ftom  outsiite  the 
parapet  walls,  35  feet  6  iaches,  dlvuM  tbw }  eaiftese 
roed^  24  feet;  the  two  causeways,.  9  feet;  thicknass^of 
Ijhe  pariq^et  walls,  2  feet  9  inebes.-^Atkitude,  f»i»the>  to|p 
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of  the  parapet  wall,  to  the  river  at  low  water- mark,  66 
feet  6  inches. 

Of  the  stone  used,  in  the  difibreni  parta  of  the  bridge, 
the  following  is  an  aiialysi» : — The  fi4^ringer8  of  the  areh, 
Scotch  gmnite ;  the  qooine  of  the  arci^,  lime-sioite^  from 
Anglesey,  and  from  the  neighbourhood  of  BurtpU'^in- 
Kendal,  WestfiH>neland ;  tke  avch-stones,  and  those  in  the 
main  abutmeiilKi,  together  with  tiie  casings  of  the  wings, 
jure  of-  stnae  obtained  froEi  Peek4Nrtwft*hiU8 ;  and  the 
tNiekixig  of  the  wiiigs^  and  the  interior  of  the  aboliments 
above  the  lateral  pceseure  ef  the  arch,  aud  where  there  i» 
uQt  expoaore  to?  the  wfiatber,  is  fiojnifiQsied  of  &tone  got  at 
Hou§^gDeen».  near  the  city. 

The  gno»nd  in  GrQflvenor*street,.aBd  that  near  Orer- 
iei^,  where  the  new  line  will  join  the  old  tarnpihe  road, 
is  neariy  upon  a  level,  but  the  bed  of  the  river  is  upwards 
Bi  twenty  yards  below  this  level.  The  intermediate  valley, 
focmed  by  the  dectivity  from  the  entrance  U>  the  castle 
to  the  Dee,  and  the  ascent  thence  to  Overleigh,  is  to  be 
filled  up,  which  at  present,  is  hut  partially  effeetsd,  so  that 
the  whole  liae,.£B09k  Bsidge-atj^eet  to  the  latter  pbce,  will 
&am  nearly 'a>  l&vel  sucfiiee^ 

It  is  eonfidenlly  anticipated^  lliat  a.passi^  wdll  be 
^dbeted  o«s»  the  bridge  by  the  middle  o£  1831,  and  that  k 
%iiU  be  finished  foe  alk  the  purpososi  o£  twvdling  by  the 
end  of  that.  year..  Aeeosding.  to  the  original  jhfa,  it  was 
intiSQded.  Aat  the  ate  of  the  bridge  should  have  been 
about  Aicty  ywcA  higher  up  the  river,.and.  that  the  t^- 
mmaliou.  of  Um&  new  line  should  join  the  old  tuvnpike, 
noarly.  oppaiite  the  Wrexham  vjoad.  But  it  was  found, 
npou  examiMAioni,  that  w^  secure  feundai^n  oodid'  be 
obtained  on  the  eastern  bank  higher  up  the  river  than 
that  where  the  present  site  is  fixed.  This  difficulty,  in 
connection  with  the  influx  of  the  tides,  gave  an  appear* 
ance  of  tardiness  to  the  work  in  its  conunencement ;  but 
the  subsequent  aettvity  and  rapid  advancement  afford  a 
rpgwftaable  pcobabilityy  that  the  whole  undevtakiag  will.be 
completed  within  die  period  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
parliamfiiit. 
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C^etecer  Castle. 

Ordericus  ascribes  the  erection  of  the  castle  of  Ches- 
ter to  William  the  Conqueror,  in  1069.  It  was  certainly 
the  palace  of  the  local  monarchs,  as  well  as  the  chief 
strong-hold,  and  retained  much  of  the  appearance  of  this 
mixed  character  until  the  recent  alterations. 

The  castle  is  situated  near  the  south-west  angle  of 
the  city  walls ;  but  the  ground  whereon  it  stands,  as  well 
as  a  small  portion  of  the  vicinage,  was  constituted  a  part 
of  the  county  palatine,  by  the  charter  of  Henry  VII.  con* 
firmed  by  subsequent  acts  of  parliament.  The  upper 
ward  stands  on  very  high  ground^  defended  by  natural 
precipices  on  the  south  and  west,  and  by  an  artificial 
elevation  on  the  north.  The  ancient  foi*m  and  dimensions 
of  this  structure,  are  no  more  to  be  seen,  buiJn  the  de- 
scriptive page  of  history ;  and  I  know  of  no  author  that 
can  be  consulted  with  more  advantage  on  this  subject, 
than  the  accurate  Pennant,  whose  account  I  shjill  adopt : 
it  was  written  about  the  year  1777. 

^  The  castle  is  composed  of  two  parts,  an  upper  and 
a  lower ;  each  with  a  strong  gate,  defended  by  a  round 
bastion  on  each  side,  with  a  ditch,  and  formerly  with 
draw-bridges.  Within  the  precincts  of  the  upper  bailium 
are  to  bd  seen  some  towers  of  Norman  architecture, 
square>  with  square  projections  at  each  corner,  very 
slightly  salient.  The  handsomest  is  that  called  Julius 
Cissar's,  Its  entrance  is  tlirough  a  large  gothic  door, 
probably  of  later  workmanship.  The  lowest  room  has  a 
vaulted  roof,  strengthened  with  ordinaiy  square  couples. 
The  upper  had  been  a  chapel,  as  appears  by  the  holy 
water  pot,  and  some  figures,  almost  obsolete,  painted  on 
the  walls.  Its  dimensions  are  nineteen  feet  four  inches, 
by  sixteen  six ;  the  height  also  sixteen  feet  six.  The  roof 
is  vaulted ;  but  the  couples,  which  are  rounded,  slender 
and  elegant,  run  down  the  walls,  and  rest  on  the  cornu- 
ted  capitals  of  five  short  but  beautiful  round  pillars,  in 
the  same  style  with  those  in  the  chapter-house  of  the 
cathedral,  probably  the  work  of  the  same  architect.    The 
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arsenal,  some  batteries,  and  certain  habitable  buildings^ 
occupy  the  remaining  part. 

^^  On  the  sides  of  the  lower  court  stands  the  noble 
room  called  Hugh  L%^pus*B  hall,  in  which  the  courts  of 
justice  for  the  county  are  held.  The  length  is  near  ninety- 
nine  feet ;  the  breadth  forty-five ;  the  height  very  awful, 
and  worthy  the  state  apartment  of  a  great  baron.  The 
roof  supported  by  wood  work,  in  a  bold  style,  carved, 
and  placed  on  the  sides,  resting  on  stout  brackets.  This 
magnificent  building  probably  retains  its  original  dimen- 
sions. The  character  of  the  first  Norman  earl  required  a 
hall  suited  to  the  greatness  of  his  hospitality,  which  was 
confined  to  no  bounds.*  ^  He  wiis,'  says  Ordericus,  '  not 
^  only  liberal,  but  profuse ;  he  did  not  carry  a  fiimily  with 
'him,  but  an  army.  He  kept  noaccount  of  receipts  or 
*  disbursements.  He  was  perpetually  wasting  bis  estates; 
'  and  was  much  fonder  of  falconers  and  huntsmen  than  of 
'  cultivators  of  land  and  holy  men ;  and  by  his  gluttony  he 
'  grew  so  excessively  fat,  that  he  could  hanlly  crawl  about.' 

*  Mr.  Ormerod  is  of  opinion,  that  the  castle  of  the  Norman  earls  com- 
prised only  the  upper  ward.  He  states  as  a  certainty,  that  the  outer  wall 
of  the  lomer  ward  was  ordered  to  be  erected  four  yean  ({fter  the  extifactioB 
of  the  local  earldom ;  and  that  Hugh  Lupus's  hall,  contained  in  that  ward, 
was  added  at  the  same  period.  The  authority  upon  which  Mr.  Ormeiod 
relies  for  this  statement  is  the  following  document,  which  he  acknowledges  to 
have  been  communicated  to  him  by  S.  Lysons,  Esq.  and  which  certainly 
goes  a  great  way  in  establishing  his  hypothecs : 

'*  De  ferkueeo  BaUio  et  nova  Atda  CnMm/aeitndih 

Mandatnm  est  Alano  Zouche  Juaticiario  Cestris  quod  murum  forinseci 
Ballii  Castri  Regis  Cestris  et  novam  Aulam  R^  Cestris  hi  eodem  Castro 
quae  inoepta  sunt  per  visum  proborum  et  legalium  hominum  perfici  fadat  et 
Compotum  quod  ad  hoc  posnerit  Rex  ei  fadet  allocari.  Teste  ut  supra  Rex 
apud  Winde80iam26toDieAprilis.  Prsterea  habuit  bide  bzeye  Gompoti  de 
eadem  Data.— CUns  35o  Hen.  3t«  m.  14.'* 

TftAKSLATIOir. 

. «  For  the  makmg  of  the  Outer  Ward  and  new  HaU  of  Cheeter. 

It  is  commanded  to  Ahm  la  Zouche,  Justice  of  Chester,  that  he  cause 
the  wan  of  the  outer  ward  of  the  King's  Castle  of  Chester,  and  the  new  haU 
of  the  King  in  the  same  Castle  which  are  b^un,  to  be  finished  under  the 
inspection  of  skilful  and  lawfiil  men.  And  the  account  he  may  lay  out 
thereupon,  the  King  will  cause  to  beaUowedhim.  Witness  as  above  the 
Khig  at  Whidsor,  the  26th  day  of  ApiiL  Moreover  he  had  thereof  a  writ  of 
account  of  the  same  date.— Close  Rolls,  35  Hen.  8.  Sldn.  14." 
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^  A^oinhig  to  tlie  end  of  this  great  hall  is  tlie  court 
of  exchequer,  or  the  chancery  of  the  county  pakthie  of 
Chesten  Thi9  vefy  buildmg  is  said  to  have  been  the 
parliament^ioase  of  the  little  kings  of  the  palatinate. 
It  savours  of  antiquity  in  the  architecture ;  and  whbin 
are  a  number  of  seats  described  by  Gothic  arches  and 
neat  pillars ;  at  the  upper  end  are  two,  one  for  the  earl, 
die  other  for  the  abbot.  The  eight  others  were  allotted  to 
his  eight  barons,  and  occupy  one  side  of  the  room. 

^  The  county  gaol  for  felons  and  debtors  is  the  last 
place  to  be  described.  I  can  do  little  more  than  confirm 
the  account  of  it  by  the  humane  Howard.  Their  day 
confinement  is  in  a  little  yard,  surrounded  an  aK  skies  by 
lofty  buil^gs,  impervious  to  the  air,  excepting  from 
above,  and  even  unvisited  by  the  purifying  rays  of  the 
sun.  Their  nocturnal  apartments  are  in  cells  seven  feet 
and  a  half  by  three  and  a  half,  ranged  on  one  side  of  a 
subterraneous  dungeon,  in  each  of  which  are  often  lodged 
three  or  four  persons.  The  whole  is  rendered  more 
(wholesomely)  horrible  by  being  pitched  over  three  or 
four  times  in  the  year.  The  scanty  air  of  their  straight 
prisouryard  ifi  to  travel  through  three  passages  to  arrive 
at  them,  dirongii  the  windov^  of  an  adjacent  room; 
through  a  grate  in  the  floor  of  the  said  room  into  the 
dungeon ;  and  finally,  fi-om  the  dungeon,  through  a  little 
grate  above  the  door  of  aaeh  of  thek  kettoels^*^  la  such 
places  as  dMse  are  die  innocent  ^md  the  guilty  permitted 
to  be  lodged,  till  the  law  decides  their  fate.f    Mr.  Howard 

*  It  wiU  be  gratifjii^  to  the  humane  traveller  to  ooDtnst  the  muetles 
here  fio  pathetiGaUy  desGribed,  vith  the  conTeiiiiDt  and  aalubxioiie  diapositioii 
of  the  courts  and  apartments  of  the  present  places  of  confinement. 

t  Within  the  walls  of  thja  fortnsi,  waa  an  instance  of  a  felon  sufiering 
prmn  /orte  <i  dare,  lor  standing  mute  on  his  tnal,  tlU  he  died  of  hunger. 
One  Adam,  son  of  John  of  the  Waodhouses,  was,  in  1310,  the  4th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  committed  for  burning  bis  own  houses,  and  carrying  away  the 
goods.  He  stood  mute ;  a  Jury  as  usual  was  empanneUed,  who  decided  that 
he  could  speak  if  he  pleased.  On  this  he  was  committed  ad  dietam  ;  and 
afbrwards  John  le  Morgan,  constable  ok'  the  castle,  testified  that  the  aforesaid 
Adam  was  deaAaddiHam*  This  waa  the  origin  of  the  punishmesi  of  pres- 
sing  to  death,  or  the  peme  fcnrtc  et  dume,  which  seems  a  sort  of  merciful 
hastening  of  death;  for  it  must  have  been  much  more  horrible,  as  well  as 
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^^aiUp^es  tl^^pkce  to  the  bteck4K^  at  Cftlcotta.    The 
^w  I'iMid  of  il  ftSRsie^^d  to  raise  tbe Idea  ofiatolitich  worse 
>ik^  where 

*  N*  Mglit*  bm  taihcrtUiiEoett  vMk^ 
,  .  I ..  *  Served  mify  to  diaoMrer  sigbts  of  woe.'  " 

I' 

[^    Such  was  the  castle  of  Chester,  as  described  by  Mr* 
^^nnai^t,  in  the  year  1777*    Since  that  period,  the  upper 
ird  has  experienced  little  alteration^  excepting  repaks, 
tlie  demolition  of  its  gateway  with  its  towers.    The 
^er  ward,  however,  has  been  entirely  demolished,  and 
series  of  buildings  erected  under  the  direction  and  from 
designs  of  the  late  Mr.  Harrison^  which  may  well  be 
»ed  among  the  most  magnificent  bnildings  of  thekind 
rhicli  the  kingdom  can  boast    The  eicpences  incurred  by 
iese  erections  have  been  defrayed  by  the  county  rate^ 
led  by  the  revenues  ol  the  river  Weaver,  and  by  contri- 
tions from  the  national  |)urse  towards  the  parts  used 
government  as  an  armoury  and  barracks* 

Tbf  foUowii^  delineation  of  this  superb  edifice,  in 

vaiious  divisions,  may  be  relied  on  as  correct  the  de- 

^tive  parts  having  been  drawn  i;\p  by  the  distinguished 

itect  himself;  the  only  addition  to  his  manuscript 

^ing  an  occasional  tribute  of  pnuse  to  hb  transcendant 


The  grand  entrance  to  the  castle  is  situated  in  the 
tre  of  a  semi-circular  sunk  fence  or  fosse,  13  feet  deep, 

319  feet  in  diameter,  cased  with  hewn  stones  sur-* 

tttted  with  0taQe  pedestals,  at  equal  distances,  and  the 

filled  up  with  handsome  cast  iron  rails,  forming 

aorth-west  boundary  of  the  castle-yard^  or  esplanade. 

entrance  extends  in  length  103  feet,  and  in  depth 
fiB^;  it  consists  of  three  parts:  a  centre,  and  two 

IS,  in  the  manner  pi^cribefl  f^  the  law  of  the'fint  fidwaid,  in  whose 

ilttl^sted.    Thlb  tehn  ad  dtetom  wMltoniciil^SKlMssiveoftheBlfd 

^_.  raiMte  the  ntHm  «MMw««^  vis.  ealbe int 4«f« tere MissliiO^ 

the  worst  bread ;  on  the  second,  tfane  dianghts  of  water  out  of  the  4MIK 

puddle ;  and  this  was  to  be  alternately  his  daily  diet  t!U  he  died. 

VOL.  II.  Z 
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wings  or  pavilions,  connected  by  short  covered  passages. 
The  whole  is  of  Grecian  Doric,  the  centre  is  a  peristyle 
formed  of  ten  fluted  colamns,  18  feet  in  height,  and  3  feet 
in  diameter,  with  their  anti  or  pilasters,  the  carriage 
entrance  being  through  the  middle  inter-colummation, 
and  on  each  side  another  for  foot  passengers.  The  enta- 
blature is  crowned  with  a  low  attic,  formed  into  pannels, 
and  over  the  centre  of  the  two  fronts  large  tablets  are 
placed,  one  of  which  is  intended  for  an  inscription,  and 
the  other  for  a  bas  relief.  The  wings  resemble  small 
open  temples,  and  have  porticos  of  four  columns  in  front, 
and  two  within,  with  their  anti ;  the  roofs  terminating 
in  pediments  at  each  end.  The  ceilings  of  the  different 
parts  are  entirely  constructed  of  stone,  and  are  divided 
into  compartments  by  some  beams,  some  of  which  weigh 
from  four  to  five  tons,  ornamented  by  caissons  with 
simple  mouldings,  in  the  manner  of  those  in  the  portico 
of  the  temple  of  Theseus,  at  Athens.  The  whole  is  con- 
structed of  stone  of  a  good  quality  and  colour ;  the  roofs 
and  their  covering  being  likewise  of  stone ;  such  portions 
as  appear  harmonize  with  the  other  parts  of  the  building, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  successful  imitation 
of  pure  Grecian  architecture  in  these  kingdoms.  The 
columns,  mouldings,  and  plain  ashler,  are  worked  and 
set  with  a  precision  which  could  not  be  exceeded  even  in 
marble.  AH  the  columns  used  in  the  gateway  and  the 
different  buildings  of  the  castle,  amounting  to  84,  are 
each  formed  of  a  single  stone.  It  will  appear  to  those 
acquainted  with  Grecian  architecture,  that  the  Propytea 
at  Athens,  may  have  given  the  idea  of  this  entrance,  as  it 
certainly  did  to  the  designer  of  the  Brandenburgh  gate  at 
Berlin,  which,  with  this  gate  in  Chester,  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  only  examples  of  the  kind  now  in  existence. 
Although  the  architect  of  this  gate  may  have  availed  him- 
self of  the  remains  of  that  to  the  Acropolis  at  Athens, 
which  from  its  situation  could  only  be  for  foot  passengers, 
he  has,  without,  injuring  the  effect,  by  deviating  from  the 
Grecian  manner  in  using  an  arch,  adapted  this  for  car- 
riages also,  and  given  it  so  different  and  pleasing  a  form 
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«nd  disposition,  that  it  may  be  confidently  quoted  as  an 
exaosple,  to  shew  that  however  formal  this  style  of  archi- 
tectnre  may  be  thought  by  some^  it  is  by  a  skilful  master, 
capable  both  of  variety  and  picturesque  effect.  In  this 
instance,  it  seems  to  have  been  in  a  great  measure  pro- 
duced by  the  different  heights  of  the  centre  and  wings, 
and  the  upper  parts;  of  them  being  so  detached  by  the 
low  connected  buildings,  as  to  allow  the  Doric  entablatures 
to  be  continued  uninterrupted,  as  they  always  should  be, 
jxwmd  Aeir  respective  buildings. 

The  western  side  of  the  castle-yard,  or  esplanade,  is 
occupied  by  the  armoury,  which  is  capable  of  containing 
30,000  stand  of  arms ;  and  contains  also  immense  quan- 
tities of  ammumtion,  warlike  stores,  implements,  and 
military  accoutrements  of  all  descriptions.  To  a  stranger 
visiting  Chester,  this  depository^  which  consists  of  one 
large  ground-room  and  two  smaller  upper  ones,  is  well 
worthy  particular  notice.  The  rackd  upon  which  the 
muskets  are  piled,  are  made  precisely  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  those  in  the  Tower  of  London ;  pistols  for  the 
cavalry  and  sea-service,  as  well  as  huge  masses  of  swords 
for  horse  and  foot,  are  hung  on  the  sides  of  the  walls, 
and  formed  into  varied  curious  devices — the  whole  pre- 
senting an  interesting  exhibition  oi  beauty,  order,  and 
cleanliness.  The  very  excellent  manner  in  which  this 
department  of  th^  public  service  is  conducted,  reflects 
the  highest  credit  on  the  store-keeper,  Capt.  W.  M. 
Henderson,  by  whose  precision  of  arrangement,  an  in- 
stant supply  of  military  stores  can  be  deq)atched  to  any 
part  of  the  kingdom ;  nor  would  it  be  just  to  withhold  a 
tribute  of  praise  from  his  active  and  intelligent  master- 
armourer,  Mr.  John  Grimer,  whose  attention  and  skill 
are  not  more  conspicuous,  than  his  civil  and  obliging 
manners.  Some  years  ago,  a  low  stone  building  was 
erected  on  the  south-side  of  the  upper- ward,  as  a  maga- 
zine for  the  immense  quantity  of  gunpowder  constantly 
kept  here ;  but  it  has  been  reported. unfit  for  the  service, 
and  is  now  only  used  as  a  depository  for  condemned 
stores.     Julius  Cesar's  tower,  on  the  nortli*east  angle  of 
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ikft  ymwfi,  is  new  appmipriiledj|0  tfaat  impodaat  cuattodgrt 
at  indeed  it  had  long  been  bafare  Ibe  erectioQ  of  tbe 
biuMiof  just  meatfcMMd^  Timre  is  a  great  niunber  of 
ordoaaee  piecea  beae  that  aMg^t  bucmi  be  gmmaAei  upoa 
tbe  battery;  and  it  seems  probable^ tbatgaverDmeat is 
about  to  pay  JMoce  afttentioii  to  diis  branch  of  tlie  service 
within  our  garriaoo,  having  lately  placed  there^  appa- 
rently for  permanent  senrice  a.  detacbmcnt  of  artiUery* 
men.  The  iasportance  of  Chester  eaaklc^  aa.  a.  awtlkary 
depot,  may  be  measured,  from  tbe  eimunstanee^  that  all 
die  neighboHidng  couatiea  ia  ESngkuMl,  and  those  of  the 
Princ»paiiity  are  supplied  with  military  stonres  fi^am  bence^ 
an<i  that  there  is  aa  other  nearer  tbaa  Weedon.  barracks^ 
ia  Nortbamptoosihire)  ta  tbe  south,  and  the  garrison  o£ 
Hull  to  the  east«  The  goremor  of  the  castle  is^  seneral 
B.  Morrison,  and  general  Sic  X  Frasa;  Ibe  Meutenent-^ 
governor* 

Tbe  eastern  niag  is  oUefly  occupied  l^  tbe  barnaeka 
wMcb  w^re  intended  for^  and  vecy  commodiously  accom^ 
modate^  a  bupdred  and  twenty  me%  with  their  officens^ 
Behind  the  bacracks  is.  the  provost,  surrounded  by  a  yard^ 
TvUeh  serves  as  an  airings  ground  for  tbe>  prisoneia. 
Theoe  two  wingft  were  erected  and  finished  at  Ae  joint: 
enqpeace  of  the  county  of  Chester  and  the  crcHvn ;  the 
fironts.  at  t(hem  are  eacb  oonaBien(cd'  with  ten iesneco* 
luflsns,  23  feet  6  inches,  high,  supporting  a  simple^  l^nt 
handsome  cntaUatipre,  upon  nAick  is  an  nttic  that  hidea 
the  vooi  Tlic  southem  side  of  the  esplanade^  pcesenting 
a  stone  front  of  SJiO  feet  in.  extent^  ia  oocopjiGd  by  the 
covnty  gaol|.  grand  and  petrp  jury  roomsr  prothonotfuya 
and  e9Bcheq[WV*s^  oflbees,  and  milidnarmory  i  i|ndsitna<ndl 

the  great  firoot  qf  this  pUe  of  buildioj^^  to  the  west  of  tha^  shire  hall^  w? 
deposited'  the  valuable  series  of  l^aT  documents  relative  to  the  county  of 
CKfister*  An  idbstraet  of  thet  fnquisitioiiSt  eBroAnenta^  widf  otfafr  reodtds  In 
tile  eiicbeqmr,  was  made  \tj  Mr.  F.  Tb«»a%4ifCir«m4ie?3i«in  l8S4ani 
IQily  at.  such  times  as.  weie  not  ocqapi^bjv  hi&^|j«|ita  b]^iDeia>  bpt.  tb^ 
time  actually  consumed  maj^  be  calculated  at  between  four  and  five  yeara  of 
constant  application.  The  overwhebning  bbour  of  the- undertaking  can  only 
fie  eftimated  by  those  whob«veate»aitaacicDbaiidlHaM>litemtedJB& 
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i» '  Ae  centre  of  the  wbole,  tft  the  maleficent  hall  of 
justice.  Before  the  hOiler,  i&  a  pof  ticOy  wkh  twelve  ^u- 
pendous  piUars^  io  doable  rows,  each  of  which  ie  twenty- 
two  feet  in  heig^hty  and  three  feet  one  inch  and  a  half  in 
diameter,  lievm  ont  of  a  single  stone^  from  the  Muiley 
quarry.  The  eeiliag't  roo^  and  covering,  are  constructed 
of  the  same  stone,  no  timber  being  used  througboot  the 
whole.  The  hall  itself  is  of  a  semMircular  form,  eighty 
feet  m  diameter,  f(ffty*fonr  feet  high,  and  including  the 
recess  for  the  judges^  fifty  feet  in  width.  Round  the 
extreme  part  of  the  aem^-eirel^  is  a  eolonade  of  twelve 
Ionic,  ^xdnmas,  each  of  a  sii^le  8lone»  twent^^two  feet 
high,  eupporting  a  semi-dome,  divided  IaIo  large  deep 
and  boU  caissons  or  coflfers ;  in  the  centre  of  each  is  an 
omsmenled  rose^  whkh  opening  to  the  roof,  serves  the 
usefnl  purpose  oC  ventilatbig  the  whole  of  the  court  to 
any  degree  requisite.  The  bench  of  the  chief  justice  is  in 
the  cetttre  of  the  ko^ge  recess,  the  seats  for  the  grand  and 
petty  jnriei^  on  the  right  and  kft ;  the  counsellors'  seats 
aie  a  liftde  lower ;  the  prisoners'  box  is  on  the  same  levels 
fiom  whence  them  is  a  commodious  passage^  under  the 
faaH^  to  the  gaol,  by  «hioh  means  there  is  no  noise  or 
conteina  m  the  hiinginig  to,  or  removing  prisoners  from 
the  court  I  from  the  prisoners'  box  is  a  gradual  and  regu- 
lar ekemthm^.  by  eiroular  steps  thrma^  the  whole  court, 
to  An  base  of  the  Ionic  piUars^  wbieh  form  the  eolonade. 
By  ikm  plan^  upwards  o£  a  thousand  speetaftors  may  have 


whkhiws  Mamlne^rmdAeatiaMUIpndsioBviAithkdLtfaevoiki^ 
eunMt.aM  ni^it  hoBttiiaUe  to  the  undecteker  of  it*  Tkese  ftbfltrvctB  were 
first  written  on  paper  only,  but  by  an  order  from  the  ooimtj  authorities}  Mr. 
Tllotnac  in  now  engaged  in  transcribing  them  upon  parebment— an  under- 
tdritag  wMch  wffl  prasentt  Acso'valaalde  docnmaits  to  distant  paalerity»  I 
«aa  hew  ifmaipl^iiot  n^i^ioiit  ifgnet,  that  <he  ftrcbaymp  andpilatiae  oouvts, 
which  had  been  in  exiat^ci(&  foe  nnviy  generations,  were  totally  abolished  in 
the  present  year  (1830)  by  act  of  parliament  This  ungracious  proceeding 
wfll  operate  injuriously  tn^  most  of  the  legal  professien  k  the  dty  of  Chester, 
Ma^M  Hm  mn»  time  b«  U^ily  dinidffiDtageoiis  to  the  inlMbitants  of  the 
whol^  cooaty,  on  wlkna  scriouicheliLys  and  expenees  will  be.  imposed  in  the 
reooreiy  of  debts.  A  vigorous  opposition  was  exerted  by  the  dty  and  county 
agsinst  this  obaazl^tts  act,  but  Sir  JVuies  Scarlett,  attomey-genend*,  by  whom 
it  fM»  imMMoaii,  wkihsp^  fluootedta  i&  liie  iuettm. 
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a  perfect  \\ew  of  the  coart,  prisoners,  and  witnesses. 
Ftifm  its  simple  form,  and  chaste  style  of  arehitec tare, 
Viewed  to  the  best  advantage  by  being  lighted  from 
above,  this  hall  has  an  imposing  effect  upon  the  spectator, 
and  gives  a  proper  dignity  to  the  seat  of  justice*  Besides, 
tfae'grand  centre-entrance  to  the  ball  throogb  the  portico, 
on  each  side  is  another,  also  communicating  to  the  bench, 
the  court,  atid  tlie  <Hfferent  jury-rooms.   . 

The  entrance  to  the  county-prison  is  on  the  east  side 
of  the  portico*     It  is  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  built 
on  two  levels.    The  upper  line  of  building  on  the  e^st 
side  consists  of  the  turnkey's  rooms,  the  large  and  airy 
yard  of  the  male  debtors ;  on  the  west  side  the  female 
debtors'  rooms  and  court-yard,  with  the  prison  hospital 
adjoining.    Both  these  yards,  from  their  elevated  situa- 
tion, command  a  delightful  view  of  the  fine  niins  of 
Beeston-castle,  the  Peckforton,  Broxton,  and  Garden  hills, 
&c.  through  the  iron  railing,  which  prevents  the  debtors 
from  overlooking  the  court  yards  on  the  lower  level, 
which  are  appropriated  to  the  felons,  *  In  the  centre*  is 
the  gaoler's  house,  projecting  from  the  line  of  the  upper 
level,  so  as  to  completely  command's  view  of  every  part 
of  the  prison.    The  chapel  of  the  prison  is  between  the 
upper  and  lower  level,  under  the  gaoler's  house,  and  in 
the  sdmie  semi-circular  form ;  it  is  so  contrived  as  to 
receive  the  debtors  in  a  galleiy,'  a  very  few  steps  only 
below  the  line  of  their  own  courts,  while  the  criminals 
are  seated  in  the  inferior  part,  which  is  a  few  steps  above 
their  courts  and  cdls ;  in  the  centre,  near  the  clergyman, 
are  seats  for  the  family  of  the  gaoler  and  his  domestics. 
On  the  lower  level,  and  immediately  under  the  extreme  line 
of  the  upper>  are  the  cells  for  solitary  confinement  and 
condemned  criminals;  also  the  very  complete  cold  and 
warm  baths,  in  which  every  prisoner  committed,  is  made 
to  wash  himself,  his  clothes  taken  away,  steamed  and 
stoved,  in  an  excellent  apparatus  for  the  purpose,  him- 
self clad  in  the  gaoldress,  and  his  own  apparel  carefully 
preserved,  to  be  put  on  at  the  day  of  trial.    In  a  semi- 
octagon  arrangement  of  the  lower  level  under  the  gaoler^s 
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bouse,  are.  five  large  airy  yards  for  felon^i  e^cb  conlaiuing 
a  pump  and  trough,  and  all  of  them  having  th^ir  distinct 
day-rooms  and  sleeping  c^Us,  the  whoje  being  traversed 
by  an  area  or  passage  completely  round,  and  again  inr 
closed  by  the  thick  and  lofty  exterior  stone  wall,  formiiig 
the  boundary  of  Uie  prison.  These  usefti  1  and  highly  orna- 
mental buildings,  not  only  raise  admiration  of  thq  arol^itect, 
but  must  command  the  grateful  tbaoks' of  the  public  to 
those  county  magistrates  who  selected  tbe  designs  for 
them,  and  have  granted  the  means  of  prosecuting  and 
completing  the  expensive  undertaking.^  Tb^  debtors 
as  well  as  criminals  confinedin  this  gaol,  are  all  under 
the  charge  and  authority  of  the  Constablia  or  gaoler,  tbe 
county  sheriff  haviog  no  controul  over  them.  J.  Dun- 
stan,  £sq.  is  the  present  Constable,  and.  the  officii  is  ,hdd 
by  patent  from  the  crown. 

The  south  side  of  the.  upper  ward  is  occupied  by 
officers'  barracks,  and  the  apartments  of  the  justices,  who 
always  inhabit  them  during  the  assizes.  The  chief  jus- 
tice is  the  military  commander  of  the  garrison  from  the 
moment  he  enters  the  castle  till  his  departure;  and  the 
officer  of  the  day  regularly  waits  upon  him  to  receive  the 
watch-word,  and  take  his  commands.  On  the  .nprth  side, 
is  the  delightful  residence  of  the  store-keeper,  and  ac^oining 
are  various  work-rooms  for  bis  armourers  and  labourers, 

*  There  was  fonnerly  another  ihire-hall,  standing  without  the  castle 
walls,  probably  near  GloverVstone.  Mr.  Ohnerad  says,  ^*-  In  HarL  MS8.' 
2090,  is  a  letter  fram  the  city  magistxatcs  to  loid  (Burle^  ?}  4  Feb.  4587, 
stating  that  it  was  imeovereii  ami  M  myn,  and  bagging  tl}ey  might  hare  it 
for  shambles ;  adding,  that  though  they  could  not  gratify  his  lordship  as 
they  ought,  yet  they  presumed  to  Ufnd  lam  ha^fd  dozen  of  Cheshire  cheeseg. 
Mr.  Glasiour  and  Mr.  Bostock  bad  prevkmsly  a>pxoiiil8e  of  it,  but  theciti* 
zeos  obtained  tfacir  snit  at  die  price  oi  £41^  and  laoYed  it  into  tbe  Nortb.gftter 
street. ,  It  is  represented  as  placed  opposite  to  the  great  Abbey-gate  in  Hollar's 
plan  of  Chester.  The  lower  part  was  made  into  a  flesh-shambles,  and  the 
upper  part  into  a  storehouse  for  com  and  victuals  for  the  Irish  garrisons.'* 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  date  given  to  the  magistfat9's  letter,  in  the 
above  quotation,  ought  to  have  been  at  least  seven  or  eight  years, earlier ;  for. 
Webb,  in  the  Vale  Royal,  under  the  date  of  1582,  has  the  following  notice : 
.— «'  The  old  shue-hall  was  obtained  m  Mr.  Bird's  time  (15S0)  to  make  a 
shambles  for  the  country  butd^ers,  and  was  placed  in  the  com-miurkct  in  Mr. 
Bavand*«  time  (1581)  and  was  this  year  suppUed  with  country  butchers." 
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In  sumiBfaig  up  hh  aooount  of  the  pvison-  aaoi  txmaif 
court,  Mr.  Oamr^jmOf  4A3mrPm  t^-^*  nemh^ie  iMte^ 
lior  of  tbe  gaol,  is  u  reowrkable  lo9  il&  MMtssy  strengtti 
and  tii»pHctt]S  m  tht  riiire-hall  mid  tfie  «xM«>r  of  the 
Kreat  court  are  for  ibeir  clinsicAl  ck^gance^  and  evtsy 
posflfiMe  erertioii  has  fMsea  made  by  'the  ancUlect  to  temh- 
bine  such  armopemewto  as  may  tend  lo  «tie  beakh  and 
comfort  of  the  prisoiier,  Mrltb  tboiie  Hieasureft  of  secotsty 
tvbieh  the  piiblie  have  a  right  to  axpeet**^  To  diis  lestiK 
notiy  of  our  Cheehire  bistoriati5  I  shall  ottty  >add  tbat  of 
the  celebrated  Mobs.  Dapiii)  \Ah>,  in  bi9  account  of  Eng^ 
land,  thus  notices  this  building : — ^*  The  sessioDs^house 
and  the  panoptic  prison  of  Chester,  am  nniled  in  the  «ame 
tHuldiBg,  which,  most  assuredly,  is  the  handsomest  of  tbis 
kind  tlmt  is  to  be  sees  in  Eun>pe.  The  interior  arrange*- 
ments  are  well  contrived,  and  bespeak  much  regard  for 
buiaonity ;  tbearchiteclure  is  equally  simple  and  majestic." 
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This  building  was  erected  in  1887>  a<i^  the  prisoners 
from  the  old  gaol  at  the  Nortbgate  remored  to  it  the 
following  year.  It  is  situated  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  city  walls  between  the  Water-gate  and  the  Water- 
tower  ;  the  two  prisons  are  comprised  in  one  uniform 
pian^  being  batk  of  bnck,  with  an'  enlrance  of  stc^e  on 
the  wesi  slde^  leading  to  t^  gaol,  and  ^one  on  Ae  nortii 
side,  leading  to  the  house  6f  correctioti.  In  the  centre 
of  Uie  building  is^a  commodious  chapel,  which  serves  for 
both  eslabiishmeBts^  each  having  an  enttatwe  from  their 
proper  «ides.  llie  chapfaln  ite  the  Rev.  W5Hfem  Cfartce, 
who  performs  divine  service  once  every  Wednesday  and 
Friday,  and  twice  on  the  Sabbath-day*  Mn  Jepson  is 
governor  of  the  gaol,  and  Mir,  Woolley^  keeper  of  the 
house  of  correction ;  and  both  are  under  the  superintend- 
ence  of  the  city  m^strates.  Since  the  building  was  first 
erected,  several  aspeniive  additions  and  alterations  b»ve 
been  made,   partly   occasioned  by  acts  of  parKamfent 
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requiring  tiie  classlficaticn  of  prisoners,  and  partly  to 
render  the  prisons  more  secure.  For  the  latter  purpose, 
tlie  two  lodges  wtHcfa  communicated  from  the  roof  of  tbe 
prisons  on  the  east  and  west  sides  with  the  boundary 
wall  have  been  taken  down,  so  that  there  is  no  connection 
between  them,  there  being  an  open  spaee  all  round. 
Before  this  useful  alteration,  the  escape  of  prisoners  was 
very  frequent,  but  that  evil  seems  now  to  be  effectually 
guarded  against.  About  five  years  ago,  the  precincts  of 
the  prisons  were  considerably  enlarged,  by  an  extension 
of  the  boundary  wall  Cowards  the  east ;  on  the  newly- 
inclosed  ground  eight  work-shops  have  been  erected  for 
those  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour;  and  on  the 
north  of  the  area,  a  lodge  for  the  turnkey^  with  two  lock- 
ups, one  for  males  and  the  other  for  females.  Over  the 
western  entrance  stands  as  a  memento  marif  the  fatadi 
drop,  where  the  county  and  city  criminals  are  executed, 
and  where  numbers  of  unfortunate  creatures  have  forfeited 
their  lives  to  the  violated  laws  of  the  country.  The 
ground  in  front,  lying  between  the  gaol  and  the  city 
walls,  is  inclosed  with  handsome  iron  railing,  and  occu- 
pied by  the  governor  as  a  garden. 


This  building,  where  all  tbe  city  business  is  trans- 
acted, stands  on  the  west  side  of  Northgate-street,  nearly 
opposite  the  bishop's  palace.  It  was  begun  in  the  year 
1695,  and  finished  in  1696,  in  which  year  the  elections  of 
the  mayor  and  city  officers,  and  the  courts  formerly  held 
in  the  old  Common-hall  were  removed  to  this  building. 
The  structure  is  chiefly  of  brick^  with  stone  finishings, 
is  spacious,  has  a  fine  appearance  and  originally  stood 
on  stone  pillars,  having  a  commodious  thoroughfiAre  for 
foot  passengers  from  north  to  south;  and  on  the  east 
and  west  were  formerly  wide  openings  for  the  use  of  the 
citizens,  and  the  purposes  of  traffic.  In  the  year  17^6, 
however^  th^  west  side  was  filled  up  with  a  range  of 
sbop^,  with  which  it  is  still  occupied ; .  but  they  appear  to 
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have  been  erected  less  with  a  view  to  pecaniary  advan^ 
iage^  than  from  a  necessity  of  sustaining  the  superincnm* 
bent  edifice,  which  was  thought  to  be  in  danger.  On  the 
south  front,  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  is  a  full  sized, 
well  executed  stone  statue  of  queen  Anne,  in  her  corona- 
tion robes ;  but  this  exquisite  work  of  art  has  been  shame- 
fiilly  mutilated ;  the  globe  and  sceptre,  with  a  part  of 
the  royal  hands,  having  been  broken  off.  Tins  mischief 
has  arisen  from  party  violence  in  the  heat  of  electioneer- 
ing conflicts,  particularly  during  the  contests  of  1784  and 
1812,  when  the  party  hostile  to  the  corporation  took  ifr 
into  their  heads  to  avenge  themselves  of  the  body  corpo* 
rate,  by  pelting  her  majesty  with  stones.  On  the  west 
side  of  queen  Anne  is  also  a  tablet,  containing  the  royal 
arms  of  England,  as  borne  before  the  introduction  of  the 
quartering  of  the  house  of  Hanover ;  and  on  the  east  side, 
a  similar  tablet  with  the  arms  of  the  earldom,  &c.  The 
banquet  or  assembly-room  occupies  the  south  end  of  the 
building ;  it  is  elegantly  fitted  up,  has  an  orchestra  in  its 
centre,  and  from  east  to  west  is  thirty-nine  feet  long,  by 
twenty- six  feet  and  a  half*  The  court  of  justice,  where 
the  sessions  are  held,  and  the  annual  election  of  the. 
mayor  and  city  officers  takes  place,  forms  the  middle  of 
the  building,  and  is  a  spacious  room,  sufficiently  large  for 
all  its  purposes,  and  fiimished  with  suitable  accommoda- 
tions for  the  bench,  counsel,  juries,  and  witnesses.  Here 
are  placed  several  full  length  portraits  of  distinguished 
characters  connected  with  the  city.  On  each  side 
the  great  south  entrance  is  a  baronet  of  the  fSamily 
of  Grosvenor,  also  one  nearest  on  the  east  side,  all  of 
them  at  different  periods  having  served  the  ofiBce  of  mayor 
of  the  city ;  on  the  east  side  is  also  a  portrait  of  recorder 
Comberbach,  and  on  the  same  side  an  accurate  likeness 
of  our  late  highly  respected  recorder,  Hugh  Leycester, 
Esq.  At  the  north-east  angle  is  recorder  Sir  William 
Williams ;  next,  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  who  was  member 
of  parliament  for  the  city  for  upwards  of  two  and  twenty 
years  ^successively ;  then  John  Egerton,  one  of  the 
mayors;  at  the  north-west  angle  is  recorder  Leving; 
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on  the  vest  8ide>  recorder  Townsbend ;  and  adjoining  on 
thesame  side,  Thomas  Cholmoudeley,  Esq.  mayor  of  the 
city  in  1761-  Adjoining  and  communicating  with  the 
court  of  justice  is  the  <H)uncil-room,  where  the  mayor 
and  magistrates  meet  to  hear  complaints,  and  transact 
public  business.  Here,  over  the  mayor's  seat  is  placed  a 
foil-length  portrait  of  king  George  III.  in  bis  robes  of 
state,  presented  to  the  corporation  by  the  present  Earl 
Grosveoor ;  in  other  parts  of  the  room,  are  also  full  por- 
traits of  Richard,  the  first  Lord  Grosvenor,  and  of  Thomas 
Grosvenor,  Esq.  brother  of  the  first  earl,  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives for  the  city  of  Chester  in  several  successive 
parliaments ;  these  two  last  portraits  are  in  their  full 
dress  robes  as  mayors  of  Chester,  and  were  .painted  by 
the  celebrated  Benjamin  West,  in  the  year  1771 5  here 
also  is  an  accurate  likeness  of  the  present  Right  Honour- 
able Robert,  Earl  Grosvenor,  in  bis  full  dress  robes,  as  a 
peer  of  England,  painted  by  Jackson.  On  the  south  side 
of  the  room,  are  likewise  a  series  of  portraits  of  city  bene- 
factors, with  their  several  donations  recorded  under  each 
portrait,  a  ^opy  of  which  is  given  in  the  note  below  :—^ 

•  PORTRAIT  OF  WILLIAM  OFFLEY. 
«  WX1.L1AM  Ofpiky  Sheriff  of  this  City,  Aimo  1617,  by  two^wifes 
had  26  Children,  of  whom  S>^ ;  Thos  ;  Offley,  ye  eldest  Son  by  ye  Ist  Wife 
Elizth.  DiUon,  was  L^  Mayor  of  London  Anno  1656,  John  OflBey  y«  2'»<l 
Son  was  Mayor  of  this  city  Anno  1663,  RobS  Offley>the  Eldest  son  by  y« 
3nd  Wife  Bliztb.  Wright,  and  Citiaen  of  London  by  his  Will  gave  600£  to 
charitable  uses  in  this  City  with  an  yearly  exhibition  of  6£  towards  the  main, 
tenance  of  a  Scholar  in  the  University,  beingf  ye  Son  of  a  freeman  of  this 
City  and  5  towards  ye  charge  of  his  commencing  M ;  A.  Hugh  Offley  a 
younger  Son  Aid.  of  London  by  his  Will  gave  200£  with  an  yearly  rent  of 
6£  to  4:haritable  uses  in  this  Ci^,  Willn.  Offley  another  Son,  Mercht,  of 
ye  Staple  and  Citizen  of  London  by  Ann  his  Wife  had  15  Children  and  by 
his  Will  gave  300£  to  charitable  uses  in  this  City.^ 

PORTRAIT  OF  SIR  THOMAS  WHITE. 

«<  This  worthy  and  pious  Knight  Sr;  Tho<;  White  MerdiS  Taylor 
was  botn  in  Hartfindshire,  and  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  Anno  1664  He 
was  a  great  lover  of  Lewnlng  founded  many  CoUedges  and  Schools,  and  gave 
great  sums  of  money  to  many  Citys  and  Towns  in  England  for  divers  good 
uses  and  particularly  100£  to  be  paidonce  in  every  ^  yean  for  ever  to  this 
Otf,  to  be  lent  lO  years  Gratis,  to  poor  freemen  especially  Clodiien;  The 
&m  100£  was  paid  Anno  1686.*^ 
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^tie'Commerciat  0t!fm  Boom  ann  ButtBinisfli, 

Are  situated  in  Nortbgate-street,  adjoining  St.  Peter's 
Church.  The  beautiful  and  highly  finished  stone  front  is 
of  the  Ionic  order,  after  the  designs  of  Mr.  Harrison ;  on 
a  line  with  the  street,  are  two  very  excellent  shops,  above 
is  the  News  Room,  forty-five  feet  long,  by  twenty  six 
wide,  with  a  fire  place  at  each  end ;  it  is  a  remarkably 
light  and  pleasant  room  ;  all  the  best  London,  and  many 
of  the  Provincial  Newspapers,  are  taken,  also  the  various 
Magazines,  Reviews,  Journals,  Lists,  and  Public  Records. 
Of  this  establishment  there  are  one  hundred  Proprietors ; 
no  annual  subscribers  are  admitted,  but  the  utmost  facility 
is  given  to  the  introduction  of  strangers  by  proprietors. 
According  to  the  original  rules,  the  Right  Hon.  Robert 

PORTRAIT  OF  RICHARD  HARRISON. 
^^  RiCHARB  Havrison,  Btewer,  late  one  of  y«  Sheiifib  of  this  City 
of  Chester,  by  his  last  WiU  and  Testament,  did  cvder  and  direct  that  his 
house  call'd  the  Star  and  other  Buildings  thereunto  adjoining  in  the  said  City, 
•hould  be  sold  by  his  Executors  Capt;  John  Sparke,  Mi.  Richd.  Oulton, 
He.  Bradford  Tbiopp,  and  with  the  money  thereby  raised.  Lands  in  the 
Country  to  be  purchased,  and  ye ;  profits  Uiereof  to  go  to  maintain  Alms- 
men after  the  manner  of  Mr.  John  Vernon's  Almsmen  in  the  said  City,  & 
the  said  Mr.  Harrison's  said  Executors  have  accordingly  sold  the  said  House 
and  Buildings,  and  with  the  money  thereby  raised  have  doathed  poor  men 
with  Qowns  and  Badges,  and  ye ;  Interest  of  y« ;  remainder  of  ye  •  said 
Money,  is  paid  quarterly  to  the  said  poor  men  till  a  convenient  purchase  can 
be  found  out  Anno  Dni :  1606." 

PORTRAIT  OF  OWEN  JONES. 
^<  OwEir  JoKXS,  of  Chester,  Butcher,  who  died  Anno,  1658,  did  by 
his  last  Will  and  Testament,  give  and  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  every 
Company  of  this  City  of  Chester,  from  year  to  year  in  order  as  they  are 
usually  ranked  at  Midsummer  Shew  the  Tanners  being  first  and  so  for  the 
rest  in  theu  order  tUl  all  the  Companies  in  thehr  yearly  turns  shouM  have 
enjoyed  the  same  and  then  to  begin  again  and  so  to  proceed  and  continue  for 
ever,  the  profits  and  rents  of  all  his  Lands  and  Mortgages  in  Cheshire  aud 
I>enbigh8hire,  amounting  to  the  value  of  ^£.  per  Ann.  or  thereabouts  to  be 
employed  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  Companies  yeady  for  ever;  ex- 
cepting Five  pounds  yearly,  which  he  thereby  gave  and  bequeathed  to  the 
Mayor  and  Sherifis  of  the  City  of  Chester,  for  the  time  being  to  wit  40s.  to 
the  Mayor  to  buy  him  a  Ring,  and  30s.  to  each  of  the  Sherifis  for  their  care 
in  seeing  this  part  of  his  WiU  perfoimed,  which  is  accordingly  done,  and  to 
be  continued  by  the  sucoesdtng  Mayors  and  Sherifis  of  the  said  City  of 
Chester  for  ever." 
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Earl  Grosvenor,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  are  honorary 
members,  and  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  as  many 
strangers  as  they  think  proper.  Also  the  Members  of 
Parliament  for  the  City  and  County ;  the  General  com- 
manding the  district,  and  his  staff,  have  full  liberty  to 
frequent  the  room.  The  entrance  to  it  is  from  the  west, 
with  the  Committee-room  on  one  side,  and  ou  the  other 
the  apartment  where  the  papers  are  filed,  and  the  keeper 
of  the  room  attends.  Above  these  two  and  the  entrance, 
is  a  very  excellent  room,  let  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Public,  or  City  Library.  On  the  opposite  side  the  court 
is  the  Commercial  Tavern,  also  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Ae  News  Room,  &c. 

PORTRAIT  OF  JOHN  VERNON. 

'*  Mr.  John  Vermom',  Merchant  of  the  Staple  and  Citizen  of  London, 
bom  in  this  City,  left  S00£,  to  purchase  Lands.  "Which  have  been  pur- 
chased accordingly,  the  Rents  thereof  to  be  thus  employ'd  yearly  for  ever, 
viz.  to  ten  decay*d  freemen  60  years  old  Four  Pounds  a  piece  yearly,  and  a 
Gown  every  three  years,  for  an  Annual  Sermon  lOs.  to  the  poor  prisoners  in 
the  Nortligate  and  Castle  to  each  place  6s.  8d.  for  a  Banquet  in  the  Pentice 
2(Hs.  &  then  his  Will  to  be  read,  &  the  residue  for  other  pious  and  good  uses 
therein  mentioned.  He  likewise  left  200£.  to  be  employed  in  Wool  to  set 
the  poor  to  work  and  gave  this  City  divers  Pieces  of  Plate  weighing  160 
Oun».»' 

PORTRAIT  OF  JOHN  LANCASTER. 

^  JoHK  Lakcastkk  of  the  City  of  Chester,  Lronmonger,  by  his  last 
Will  and  Testament  did  give  and  devise  aU  his  Lands,  &e.  in  Shotdley, 
Hope  Owen  or  elsewhere,  in  com ;  Flint  after  the  expiration  of  14  years 
fiom  the  time  of  his  death  ta  the  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  this  City  of  Chester 
for  ever,  for  the  intent  that  the  Mayors  and  Sherifik  for  y«  time  being  should 
«et  out  ye  s4  Lands  and  out  of  ye  cents  and  profits  thereof  pay  unto  6  decayed 
Freemen  of  this  dty,  to  be  diosen  and  continued  by  ye ;  Mayor  and  Sheriffii 
for  the  time  being  ye ;  sum  of  S6£.  yearly  at  Mich*as  and  our  Lady.iday,  by 
equal  portions  for  ever,  ye  charge  of  ye  gowns  being  deducted,  if  ye  rents  woo'd 
«o  extend,  or  else  to  abate  proportionably,  and  upon  the  death  of  any  of  ye  s^ 
poor  men,  ye  Mayor  and  Sheriflb  to  chose  another  so  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
in  his  stead,  and  the  said  14  years  being  now  expired  Anno  Dni  1000 
Francis  Skillem  ye;  Mayor,  Edward  Parkington  &,  Randle  Bathos  ye; 
Sherifs,  have  sei  the  said  Lands  and  oat  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  have 
cloatVd  six  poor  andent  Citiiens  with  Gowns  and  Badges  and  pud  them  the 
residae  thereof  in  money/' 

PORTRAIT  OF  RICHARD  BIRD. 
"-  RiCHD.  BiHD  of  the  City  of  Stvil,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  Merch*, 
soBofRichd;  Bhrd  of  this  City  Aldn;  and  Justice  of  Peace,  after  28  years 
absence  from  his  Native  Country  dyed  at  Sevil,  Anno  Dni  i  1081.    He  by^ 
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Consists  of  a  very  large  and  choice  selection  of  books, 
and  is  now,  as  above  stated,  contained  in  an  excellent 
room  of  the  Commercial  Buildings,  having  been  removed 
there  from  its  former  situation  in  Whitefriar's-street,  in 
the  spring  of  1815.  The  number  of  proprietors  is  at 
present  a  hundred  and  twenty,  many  of  them  are  also 
proprietors  of  the  News  Room,  &c.  underneath,  but  the 
two  establishments  are  kept  perfectly  distinct,  and  are 
each  managed  by  different  committees. 

his  Win  bequeathed  660jC.  SterU.;  to  be  disposed  of  in  this  City,  the  pltee 
of  his  Nativity  to  charitable  uses,  wbich  was  accordingly  performed  by  his 
Brother  Mr.  Willm  ^  Bird  Mercht,  and  Capt  Daniel  Gauston  his  Executors, 
and  secured  to  continue  fbr  ever,  for  the  relief  of  six  poor  Aged  Cifciiens  who 
an  to  be  qualified  chosen  apparell  and  provided  for,  in  all  respects  according 
to  the  Rules  and  directions  set  down  in  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Mr. 
John  Vernon  deceased,  for  his  Almsmen  in  this  City.** 

PORTRAIT  OF  RICHARD  SNBYD. 
^'  RiCHAEB  Sketd  late  of  the  City  of  Chester  Cooper,  deceased  did 
by  his  Will  beaxmg  date  Novr,  15ih  1773  bequeath  120je  the  Interest  of 
it  to  be  applyed  yearly  for  the  relief  of  an  Aged  Citiien  qualified  and  chosen 
acoordhig  to  the  Rules  prescribed  by  Mr.  Jjfi  Vernon's  Will  with  respect  to 
his  Ahnsmen,  which  sum  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  Octob'  6^^  1774  by  his 
Executors." 

PORTRAIT  OF  JOSEPH  CREWE. 
«<  Joseph  C&ewe  Eso.  one  of  the  Aid",  of  this  City  by  his  Win 
dated  W^  April  1799  gave  to  the  Mayor  and  Citisens  190£  to  be  applied 
in  the  maintenance  of  an  aged  Almsman,  to  be  qualified  elected  and  chosen 
aocordmg  to  the  direction  of  Mr.  Vernon's  Will  and  by  Codidl  dated  18th 
July  1800  gave  <Oeo£.  to  the  said  Mayor  and  Citisens  In  Trust  to  pay  30£. 
a  year  by  quarterly  payments  equally  amongst  the  sis  Chapel'.yard  Widows 
and  directed  the  said  Leg«.  to  be  paid  within  one  month  after  his  decease. 
^He  died  12th  January,  1800." 

PORTRAIT  OF  WILLIAM  LEWIS. 
William  Lewis,  of  Lyon  House  Stamfbrd  HiU  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  Esq.  on  the  first  Febmazy  1908  transferred  Into  the  names  of  the 
Mayor  &  Citisens  of  his  Native  City  of  Chester,  800£.  3  pr ;  cent.  Consols, 
in  trust  to  pay  the  Dividends  thereof  on  the  lO'h  February  in  every  yeair, 
ior  ever,  unto  the  Widow  of  a  Freeman  of  the  said  City  having  Three  Chil* 
dren,  under  the  age  of  12  years,  standing  in  need  of  pecuniary  assistance  and 
never  havhig  received  rdief  ftom  any  parish  «  but  if  a  Widow  of  such  descrip- 
tion cannot  be  found,  then  to  pay  the  said  dividends  to  any  deserring  Widow 
of  a  Freeman  being  66  years  dd,  or  upwards,  in  straightened  circumstences, 
and  never  having  reorived  such  rdief  as  aforauud." 
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^tntcA  Pttf^lic  X4te3t]^* 
This  library  was  established  in  the  year  1817,  by  a 
number  of  respectable  residents ;  it  was  first  commenced 
in  BoUand's  entry,  but  it  was  subsequently  remored  to  a 
more  spacious  and  commodious  room  in  Fletcher's  Build* 
ings,  where  it  now  remains.  The  principal  patrons  of  this 
library  were  J.  Fletcher,  Esq.  who  besides  a  donation  of 
twenty  guineas,  presented  the  infant  institution  with  a 
number  of  valuable  books,  among  which  was  the  Edin« 
burgh  Encyclopaedia  ;  J.  Feilden,  Esq.  of  Mollington  ; 
Capt.  Henderson,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  who  also 
took  an  active  part  in  its  prosperity.  The  library  is  now 
gaining  a  very  respectable  character,  both  for  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  its  books.  It  is  governed  by  a  committee 
of  subscribers,  and  all  the  subscribers  have  the  privilege 
of  iutroducing  a  friend.  The  room  in  which  the  library 
is  held  is  decorated  with  a  well-finished  portrait  of  Mr. 
Fletcher,  executed  at  the  request  and  expense  of  the 
subscribers. 


Is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Watergate-street, 
adjoining  Trinity  Church;  it  is  an  ancient  structure, 
chiefly  of  brick,  but  partly  of  stone,  having  several 
entrances,  and  evidently  built  or  repaired  at  various 
distant  periods ;  over  one  of  the  doors  is  an  armorial  coat, 
in  a  stone  tablet,  with  three  garbs  (without  the  sword) 
and  the  earl's  coronet  above.  The  edifice,  although 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  decayed  port  of  Chester,  is  a 
paltry  and  unsightly  buUding,  intruding  into  the  proper 
line  of  the  street  several  feet,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  customs  will  shew  them- 
selves friendly  to  the  improvement  of  the  street,  by  taking 
the  first  opportunity  of  throwing  it  back. 

The  old  bridge,— engine-house, — theatre.  Union, 
Commercial,  and  new  Linen-halls,  have  already  been 
described. 
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C^mtsbit  {nsftituttons^^. 


It  has  elsewhere  been  remarked  in  this  work^  that 
the  city  of  Chester  abounds  with  institutions,  whose 
object  is  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  suffering  humanity 
in  all  its  diversified  forms  of  wretchedness.  Here  is  a 
comfortable  receptacle,  with  wholesome  food,  for  the 
poor  and  aged ; — a  well-regulated  sanctuary,  with  skilful 
physicians,  and  requisite  comforts,  to  alleviate  the  pres- 
sure of  disease  and  pain ; — seminaries  in  abundance  for 
the  instruction  of  the  ignorant ; — a  refuge  open  for  the  un- 
fortunate penitent  Magdalen ; — ^an  asylum  for  the  protec- 
tion of  pitiable  maniacs; — and  a  sluice  of  mercy  open  to 
the  calls  of  poor  females,  in  the  time  of  nature's  sorrow. 
And  independent  of  these,  most  of  them  munificently 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  the  streams  of 
charity  flow  copiously  through  numerous  channels  of 
individual  kindness,  to  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the 
naked.  Of  our  public  charities,  I  shall  here  give  an  enu- 
meration^ with  a  short  sketch  of  their  history  and  present 
state. 


Among  the  public  or  general  charities,  the  House  of 
Industry  claims  precedence.  It  is  situated  near  the  bank 
of  the  river,  on  the  north-west  angle  of  the  Roodeye,  and 
was  built  by  the  corporation  in  17^7 9  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  city.  It  is  governed  by  the  mayor,  recorder, 
and  aldermen  (being  justices  of  the  peace)  for  the  time 
being,  and  seventy-four  other  guardians,  elected  by  the 
nine  parishes  of  the  city,  according  to  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment passed  in  the  year  1762.  By  this  act,  the  poor- 
house  was  vested  in  the  above  guardians  for  ninety-nine 
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Jrearsj  from  the  Ist  of  May,  1762j  for  the  sum  of  90/.  a 
year,  with  |)ower  in  the  guardians  to  terminate  the  en- 
gagement after  the  first  seven  year^^  by  giving  eight 
months  notice. 

In  the  year  1819,  an  additional  building  was  erected 
on  the  west  side  of  the  poor-house,  designed  as  an  asy- 
lum for  pauper  lunatics.  This  may  be  considered  a  most 
humane  adjunct;  its  cost  was  about  700/.;  and  the 
average  of  inmates  is  about  twenty-two.  In  1823,  ano- 
ther and  important  appendage  was  added  to  the  house, 
by  the  addition  of  a  school,  for  educating  the  infant 
paupers,  on  which  was  expended  the  sum  of  523/.  and  in 
which  are  constantly  taught  about  50  children.  A  warm 
bath  was  likewise  fixed  in  the  house  in  1821,  which,  with' 
its  apparatus,  is  highly  complete  in  every  part. 

There  are  few  places  in  the  kingdom  where  the  com- 
forts of  the  poor  are  so  efficiently  provided  for,  as  in  this 
institution.  The  board  of  guardians  meet  every  Thurs- 
day, when  each  individual  case  of  the  out-poor  is  brought 
before  them ;  and  when  each  inmate  of  the  house  is  at 
liberty  to  state  his  complaint,  if  he  have  any  to  prefer. 
The  internal  management  is  truly  excellent,  and  exhibits 
an  example  that  may  he  advantageously  followed  by  any 
work-house  in  the  nation.  The  food  of  the  inmates  is 
good  and  nutritious;  their  treatment,  gentle  and  hu- 
mane, while  an  appearance  of  cleanliness  and  an  air 
of  comparative  comfort  are  prominently  discoverable 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  little  community.  For  20 
years,  Mr.  Jarvis  has  had  the  superintendence  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  house  afiairs,  and  it  is  to  his  humanity 
and  unceasing  attentions,  with  those  of  Mrs.  Jarvis,  who  is 
matron  of  the  house,  that  is  to  be  attributed  this  excellent 
state  of  its  internal  government. 

The  annual  amount  of  rates  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  in  the  nine  parishes  of  Chester,  has  varied  within  the 
last  twenty  years  from  1000/.  to  2000/.  per  annum.  By 
reference  to  the  subjoined  tables,  the  exact  amount  of  the 
levies  and  expenditure  from  1811  to  1880,  distinguishing 
the  amount  in  each  year,  will  be  seen,  which  will  afford 
the  most  satisfactory  account  on  tb«  subject  I  can  give. 
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^maa  Infirmary. 

Of  thii  important  Institution,  creditoble  alike  to  our  county  and  dty, 
-the  author  was  anxious  to  obtain  an  accurate  and  correct  account,  from  its 
first  establishment.  It  was  desirable,  also,  to  ascertain  its  capabilities  in  the 
promotion  of  its  grand  objects,  as  well  as  to  form  an  estimate  of  its  merits. 
as  oompsred  with  other  similar  public  hospitals.  In  the  prosecution  of  such 
A  sketch  as  this,  he  was  deeply  sensible  of  his  own  inability,  particularly  as 
arising  irom  a  want  of  professional  and  scientific  knowledge,  the  absence  of 
which  roust  have  left  his  design,  in  several  of  its  most  important  particulars, 
exceedingly  defectire.  He  has  had  the  good  fortune,  however,  to  be  relieved 
from  this  dilemma,  by  the  kindness  of  a  gentleman  every  way  competent  to 
the  task,  who  in  compliance  with  the  author*s  request,  consented  to  draw  up 
the  following  snmnuury.  It  is  somewhat  longer  than  the  limits  of  the  work 
will  with  propriety  allow,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  curtail  any  part  of  it,  lest 
the  public  should  be  deprived  of  a  particle  of  its  benefits,  but  may  be  allowed 
to  print  the  article  in  a  smaller  type. 

This  noble  and  comprehensive  charity  was  instituted  April  1765,  and 
epetied,  with  the  consent  of  the  corporation,  in  the  unoccupied  part  of  the 
Blae^^shooly  Northgate^tieet,  January,  1756. 

Sir  Richard  Brooke,  Bart. ) 

Trafibrd  Bamston,  Esq.     >  Treasurers* 
M^illiam  Cowper,  M.D.    ) 
Mr.  Robert  Bamston,  Deputy-Treasurer. 


Dr.  "Weaver,  "N 
Dr.  Tylston,J 


Mr.  Venables,  "N 

Mr.  Ilacketta,  J 
Hottse-Apothecaty,  Mr.  Thomas  Gran^ 

It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the  building  in  question  was  but 
ill  adi^ted  for  the  purpose  of  a  general  and  county  hospital,  and  it  appears 
by  the  report  of  1758,  that  the  governors,  after  long  and  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  possess  themselves  of  a  piece  of  ground  lying  eastward  of  St.  John's 
church  fbr  the  building  of  a  new  Infirmary,  considered  themselves  fortunate 
that  they  were  disappointed  of  the  purchase,  a  more  convenient  situation 
being  pitched  upon,  adjoining  the  city  walls,  and  not  far  distant  from  the 
Water-tower* 

The  Infirmary,  therefore,  properly  so  called,  was  erected  in  1761,  and 
as  for  convenience  and  salubrity  of  station,  few  public  institutions  are  more 
^vourably  circumstanced.  It  stands  at  an  elevation  of  about  60  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  river  Dee,  at  low  water,  and  commands  a  ddigfatful  view  of 
the  mountains  dividing  the  counties  of  Flint  and  Denbigh. 

The  plan  of  the  building  is  that  of  a  quadrangle  of  four  stories,  fronting 
the  west,  with  an  area  of  54  feet  by  42  in  the  centre.  The  sunk  or  basement 
«tory  consists  of  a  series  of  arched  cellars  and  other  apartments,  with  fire 
places,  but  being  badly  lighted,  drained,  and  ventilated,  they  have  hitherto 
been  of  little  use.  The  ground  floor  is  occupied  by  ofiices  defended  from  the 
weather  by  a  corridor,  or  open  gallery,  running  round  the  interior  of  the 
building,  while  the  first  and  second  floon  lure  appropriated  to  lodging  tht 
Jiick  and  hart, 
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The  principal  wards  lie  to  the  north  and  south,  and  run  the  whole  length 
(100  feet)  of  the  Infirmary.  Each  ward  contains  24  beds,  ranging  along  the 
opposite  sides — and  as  for  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  quadrangle,  they  are 
taken  up  with  stair-cases,  chapel,  and  four  small  rooms,  for  nurses,  &c 
looking  (see  plate)  into  the  area. 

from  what  has  been  said  it  will  in  the  present  day  be  generally  admitted, 
that  the  original  plan  of  our  Infirmary  was  defective,  as  in  addition  to  the 
want  of  day.rooms,  &c  for  the  convalescent,  there  was  no  provision  made 
for  the  separation  and  classification  of  patients,  according  to  disease  and 
urgency  of  symptoms.  ^'  Whoever  has  frequented,**  says  Dr.  Aiken,  *'  themi- 
*^  serable  habitations  of  the  lowest  class  of  poor,  and  has  seen  disease  aggravated 
''  by  a  total  want  of  every  comfort  arising  from  suitable  diet,  deanliness  and 
^'  medicine,  must  be  struck  with  pleasure  at  the  change  on  their  admission 
^*  into  an  hospital,  where  these  wants  are  abundantly  supplied,  and  where  a 
**'  number  of  skHf^l  persons  are  co-operating  for  their  relief.  On  the  other 
^*  hand,  when  he  walks  through  the  long  wards  of  a  crowded  hospital,  and 
surveys  the  languid  countenances  of  the  patients-^when  he  feels  the  pecu- 
liarly noisome  e£3uvia  so  unfriendly  to  every  vigorous  principle  of  life,  and 
**  compares  their  transient  effect  upon  him,  with  that  to  be  expected  by  those 
^'  who  are  constantly  breathing  them,  and  imbibiil^  them  at  every  pore,  he 
^'  will  be  apt  to  look  upon  a  hospital  as  a  dismal  prison,  where  the  sick  are 
'*  shut  up  firom  the  rest  ef  mankind  to  perish  by  mutual  contagion. 

'*  The  disposition  of  the  lodging-rooms  (continues  the  same  author)  into 
'*  long  wards,  is  a  pernicious  fault,  insomuch  tliat  I  would  assign  it  as  the 
**  principal  cause  of  bad  air  in  hospitals,  and  it  is  evident  that  this  must  be 
*(  the  case  from  the  very  reason  which  led  to  the  contrivance ;  viz.  that  a 
^*  large  number  might  be  lodged  in  a  smaU  space.  Every  person  even  in 
'^  health,  by  his  breath  and  the  effluvia  arising  from  his  body  vitiates  a  quan- 
''  tity  of  air  around  falm ;  and  the  only  reason  why  we  do  not  in  general 
^*  perceive  any  bad  effects  from  the  poison  generated  by  this  vitiation  is  that 
it  is  nsually  diluted  with  a  large  quantity  of  fresh  air,  and  carried  off  by  a 
free  circulation.  If  the  quantity  of  air  be  lessened,  or  its  circulation  im- 
^'  peded,  noxious  effects  will  be  prc^ortionally  shown. .  The  degree  to  which 
''  this  may  be  done  without  producing  any  injury  of  consequence  cannot  be 
^  exactly  ascertained  $  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  must  become  hurtful 
^^  when  such  a  number  as  from  20  to  50  persons,  many  of  them  afflicted  with 
**  ulcers  and  other  diseases,  which  tend  to  aggravate  the  putresency  of  the 
'^  fluids,  are  constantly  confined  together  In  a  room  just  large  enough  to  hold 
'*  their  beds.'  The  circumstance  of  continuing  through  the  day  in  the  room 
^*  where  they  slept,  is  a  considerable  aggravation  of  the  evil  The  bed 
^^doatbs  acquire  a  strong  impregnation  from  the  perspired  vapours  of  the 
*'  night,  as  is  evident  on  first  entering  the  bed  chsmber  of  a  single  person  in 
^  health,  and  their  soft  porus  texture  renders  them  extremely  tenacious  of 
^*  every  kind  of  affluvia.  It  would  therefore  be  a  good  regulation  in  every 
^*  hospital,  especially  such  as  are  in  any  degree  crowded,  that  all  the  patienU 
*•*  who  are  capable  of  sitting  up  should  remain  through  the  day  in  large  airy 
^'  balls,  and  that  their  wards  and  bedding  should,  in  the  mean  time,  be  as 
^(  much  as  possible  exposed-lo-ventilation.*' 

In  making  these  quotations,  my  design  is  far  from  wishing  to  raise  a 
pr^dipe  agahut  this  wanf  othmr  similar  chiaity ;  on  the  oontrsry,  my  object 


it 
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k  to  IntDoduce  Uie  Chester  InfimuHry  to  tlienotiee  of  tlio  puUICy  imprwtd 
•gieeaUy  to  the  Miggestions  of  reaaon  and  espedeooe,  and  by  fac  the  most 
TaliwUe  of  the  numerous  cbgntable  bstituticms  in  this  ancient  dtj.  **•  We 
hold  that  the  defSects  of  all  eatabUihmenU  whose  aim  is  the  aUeriation  of 
human  misery,  should  be  fairly  stated,  that  their  supporters  may  be  eonti^ 
imally  animated  by  the  desire  of  imptoyeme&t  and  unwearied  in  thdr  ezertioDS 
to  effiict  it.*' 

For  the  last  six  years  persevering  codet^vours  have  been  made  by  a 
BlvpectaUs  bpdy  of  subscribers  to  iatrodnoe  the  tmprovements  adopted  **in 
plan  M  veil  as  in  government,**  at  other  similar  institutions.  That  a  diTcnity 
•f  opinion  on  these  topics  should  have  prevailed  is  haidly  to  be  wondered  at. 
happily*  however,  opposition  may  be  said  to  be  at  an  end,  and  it  is  devout^ 
to  be  bf|>ed  that  all  future  diflieuUies  *'  will  be  sumionnted  by  the  lealons 
ind  havmonloui  co.<iperation  of  the  veal  fiieada  of  this  noble  institntlon." 

«» 17th  Nov.  iaSH». 
•«  Ai  •  Stated  Qfluwel  Boaid  holdsn  thia  day  t  pnaeat  fiovd  Belgrave,  pn.' 

sidcnt,  the  Loid  Biehop  of  Chestev,  4&  dfcc 
<•  It  was  resolved, 

^*  That  a  dispensary  brsach  be  added  to  this  InstitBtioD,  and  that  a  oom- 
mittee  of  seven  gentlemen  be  appointed  (three  to  be  a  qnoram)  to  decide 
vUdi  of  the  plans  in  the  report  (read  this  day)  shall  be  adopted.  The  foL 
lowing  to  §am  the  committee  x— Rev.  J.  BriflS«»  Mr.  Simon  Snow,  Ifr. 
Monall,  Mr.  Swanwick,  Captain  Wrenchp  J|l%}or  TomUaaon,  and  the  Very 
Rev.  the  Dean  of  Chettev. 

*^  That  the  board  is  raoart  ^pipioua  to  sae  th/e  ackiKifrledged  improvements 
which  have  been  adopted  as  ivdl  In  plan  af  in  government  of  other  charitable 
medical  institutions,  cairi^  into  effect  irith  the  leaet  possible  delay  at  the 
Chcstff  Inlirmarv* 

«*  That  this  boardUifurtfaersnce  of  this  obji^  ifvioiot  thefoUowij^gccm- 
mittee  to  idtcr  and  repair  the  Infirmary ;  Ayr  vhich  pwpfiee  it  authoriaep  the 
•ale  of  atock  npt  eiEceeding  £2(MM^,  ^nd  eommitf  |be  ont^  of  tl|is  SHm  to 
their  discretion  and  judgment.  (Four  to  form  a^tuonim.)  The  committee 
to  consist  of  the  flight  Bev.  the  I^osd  Bishop  of  Chester,  Sir  F.Cunliffe, 
Bart  W.  Tomkinson,  Esq.  R.  Q.  Peiiryii,  )^.  fi.  Potts,  £eq.  the  R«v.  J. 
Biigga,  wd  Lord  Belgrave.  Tte  tot  m^etipg  of  ^bjp .oommiutee  to  beat 
hal£-pa»t  twelve  on  Tuesday  ae^ 

««  That  the  thanks  of  Uiis  board  be  given  to  ^4oni  Bc^giayefi«liis«ttGieDt 
aorviost  in  the  chair.** 

In  attempting  j^  convey  |o  idea  of  tiie  improvement!  efiected,  I  ehali 
beginwithtfaeUhoyif  of  the  httfldii^  committee,  of  whose  seal  imd  efficiency 
it  would  he  impossible  to  q»eak  in  terme  of  too  hig^  praiae. 

By  fonning  an  acea  round  Uime  sides  iof  the  hutldiag,  an  admkahle 
vash-house,  laundry,  and  drying-room,  in  the  basement  (to  the  east)  have 
been  obtained,  while  the  greater  part  of  the  premises  to  the  north  are  rendered 
available  ss  labosatories,  atoio  rooms,  &c.  ^  The  rooms  to  the  firont  are 
partioulady  light  and  eiiy^  and  as  ihey  am  fumidied  with  chimnies  may,  if 
wanted,  be  readily  converted  into  wards  ft>r  receiving  patients  lalM|uring  under 
the  iugfm  iomm  of  deUrium,  i^pilepsy,  hysteria,  ^Scc.  Nmr  aheuild  it  be  for- 
fOttap,  ^e  said  fu»4#  vould  ^  well  fidapted  (bc«ing  comp}«Hily  tepto^ 
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ftom  the  other  wards)  for  treating  cases  of  casual  siuall-pox,  and  other  infec- 
tious  diseases  hardly  admissible,  regard  being  paid  to  the  safety  of  othere 
in  the  ordinary  wards  of  an  InRrmary. 

The  brew-house  and  ceOart  remain  as  formerly,  save  inasmuch  s^  they 
notr  are  drained  and  vetitilated  ;  and  in  general  terms  it  may  be  asserted  that 
the  improVemdnts  realised  in  this  Utory  would  justify  the  expenditure  of 
nearly  die  whole  sum  (£2000)  voted  for  repairing  and  altering  the  Infirmary. 

On  the  ground  floor  important  improvements  have  also  been  made.~thua 
an  independent  suite  of  apartments  for  the  dispensary,  branch  of  the  charity, 
consisting  of  a  waiting  toom  for  patients,  a  medical  shop,  a  prescribing  and 
an  examining  room  for  the  physician  and  surgeon  in  attendance,  and  a  sitting 
and  bed  room  for  the  visiting  surgeon,  have  been  provided,  leaving  the  foBow- 
ing  range  of  offices  for  the  hospital : — viz.  board^room,  library,  medical  shc^i 
houae-sorgeon^s  sitting  and  bed-room,  pnpil*s  bed-room,  matron's  parlour 
and  dining-room,  servants*  bed-^room,  kitchen  anid  back-kitchen,  matron*a 
office  and  store-room. 

To  make  up  for  the  waiting  and  receiving  rooms  displaced  by  the  diqien- 
sary  airaBgements,  it  is  intended  that  the  in-patients  on  Tuesdays^  shall  as- 
semble in  the  entrance-hall,  and  that  the  library  be  used  the  same  days  as  the 
admission  room  ;  half  the  spaces  under  the  nurses*  rooms  (see  plan)  are  occu- 
pied by  boilers  for  supplying  water  and  steam  to  a  set  of  six  convertible 
bstbt,  hot,  cold,  shower^  and  vapour.  The  two  adjoining  the  rooms  in 
which  the  boilers  afe  placed  are  for  the  use  of  tbe^ublic,  one  for  the  fich 
»poii  the  pagrmentfof  the  usual  chargie,  the  other  for  Uie  dispensary  patients, 
gratis.  The  remaining  four  on  the  first  and  second  floors  are  for  the  use  of 
patients,  male  and  female  respectively. 

By  referring  to  the  compaiaUve  plan,  it  will  beperceived  that  Uie  galie* 
net,  mutes*  rooms,  baths,  Bnd  water  closets  are  altogether  new  or  super- 
added ;  that  the  long  wards  are  divided,  and  that  the  tmall  rooms  to  the 
east  and  west  have  become,  by  throwing  theipassages  in  front  into  them,  -the 
most  dedrable  wards' in  the  Infiimary. 

It  is  proposed  to  nuAs  thb  wwds  to  the'i^ast'inlb'dsy-or  dining^roomii, 
and  those  to  the  ftoht'of  the  imilding  ihto  sle'eping'^rooBMi  for  ^e  eflnvales- 
cmt,  thus  pidvidii%  n  xfaangb  «f  sir  and  s^ene,  with  thie  tedtanta^  «f 
the  ezerdse  of  walkiiq;,  without  ineuiiHiig  tfar'risk  of  distilrbl&l^lbeiriiei^ 
boitn,  oonfin^  to  bad  ilnmigfa' accident' or  by -daAgeroos  Ulness* 

TKe  plah  of  tte  ttoond  iborlte  toj^fefffa^'dtc.  is  shililiiffto'Ae^^ 
and  hiasuttai  as  the  fever.wardk  #'ett  ^hmUy  fitttd  tip  inrntenponkiy 
manlier,  by  merely  dhridihg  the  long  waid  to'dietiorth'by  ain>odenpBrtftu 
tion  for  men  and  women,  the  addition  of  day 4DoU&t  to' the  eMtiadwcet'lbr 
Ae  convalescent  of  each  sex,  fottnis  an  impbrt^nt  htij^rdteibefit  This^wards 
moreover  afe  now  coon(m!dlM,'ittdthe  ^sfiibli^ttieiH  ofglakt1•y1IBs\^b'1^i- 
ated  the  necessity  of  transmitting  the  female  pitients  thrdttgh  thi9  nJtU^i  waid 
as  fom^etly.  The  nurse's  room  is  placed  in  tite  centre,  thereby  entbling  her 
the  better  to  attend  to  the  sick ;  and  the  bath  esUblished  m  thle  ial]^t&nt 
divisibn  of  the  institution  cai^not  fail  to  add  to  the  retources  of  die  physician 
in  ctises  of  given  'etttei^|[eney.  Havi^  dtta  atttb^led  to  de^iloiie  the  do- 
theatic  ihipttttements,  I  have  noiirto  gfVe  imtcdDunrof  th^gOt«rihneiir«ftiie 
imdtuiMh,  with  a  hiMleeof  ttett^bre  itopbftant  ilfeMliods  tn^ 
uiiMjim  tuw  ngniiuont. 
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GOyERNAlENT. 

llie  goyeroment  of  this  institiitioii  is  pkoed  in  the  hands  of  certain; 
governors,  by  the  name  of  OoTemors  of  the  Oeneral  Infirmary  at  Chester  :— 
Benefactors  of  twenty  guineas  or  upwards,  at  one  time,  are  gOTemoia  for  life ; 
subscribers  of  two  guineas  per  annum,  or  upwards,  are  governors  during 
payment ;  subscribers  of  one  guinea  yearly  have  the  privilege  of  recommend  - 
ing  any  number  of  out-patients;  and  subscribers  of  two  guineas  yearly 
(governors)  have  the  same  privilege  as  to  out-patients,  and  further,  of 
recommending  two  in-patients  annually.  The  physicians  and  surgeOfbs  of 
the  Infirmary  are  goveruors. 

The  committee  of  management  consist  of  twelve  governors,  exclusively 
of  the  president,  vice-president,  and  physician  and  surgeon  in  attendance  t 
four  of  the  twelve  go  out  at  each  of  the  stated  boards  in  November  and  May, 
when  four  others  are  elected,  and  so  on  at  the  end  of  every  six  months. 

The  weekly  board  of  the  committee,  consbting  of  three  at  least,  inde- 
pendently of  the  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  week,  meet  every  Tues- 
day,  at  eleven  o*clock,  to  regulate  all  matters  relating  to  the  discharge  and 
admission  of  patients,  and  internal  management  of  the  house. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  Infirmary  is  composed  of  three  physicians  and 
three  surgeons,  of  a  house  surgeon,  and  a  visiting  surgeon  for  the  dispensary. 
No  physician  is  eligible  who  is  not  a  graduate  of  the  following  universities—- 
Oxford,  Cambridge,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  or  Glasgow. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  custom  of  prefacing  the  annual  reports  with 
an  address  to  the  public  has  for  many  years  been  discontinued,  as  surdy  the 
auditors  might  contrive  to  exhibit  the  state  of  the  Infirmary  in  language 
sfifiidently  varied  to  ayoid  the  risk  of  giving  ofiRmce  to  the  most  fastidioua 
by  its  sameness.  A  few  extracts  from  the  medical  registers  of  the  institution 
in  connexion  with  meteorological  observations  for  the  different  months  of 
the  year,  would  prove  an  endless  source  of  interest  to  the  subscribers  in 
general,  and  especially  to  those  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  the  influence  of 
the  seasons  upon  public  health  in  different  districts. 

That  the  governors  of  the  Chester  Infirmary  have  been  faoaoraUy 
distinguished  in  the  race  of  improvement  is  unquestionable.  In  the  re^ 
port  for  177B,  it  is  remarked,  ^' The  Infirmary  was  instituted  and  main- 
tained by  the  most  amiable  principle  in  the  human  breast,  that  of  preserving 
the  lives  of  their  fellow-creatttres,  and  of  relieving  extreme  wretchedness 
when  oppressed  with  disease  and  poverty.  Incited  by  the  same  hunume 
principle,  the  Oovemors  of  the  charity  have  extended  their  patronage  to 
another  benevolent  institution.** 

At  a  special  general  board,  held  at  the  Infirmary  on  the  12th  of  Nov. 
17789  rewards  were  offered  for  recovering  persons  apparently  dead ;  being 
convinced  by  the  most  incontrovertible  evidence  that  persons  recoverable  by 
proper  treatment,  have  of^en  lost  their  lives  from  being  fSEJsely  supposed  dead, 
by  drowning. 

In  imitatiim  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society,  instituted  in  1774,  rewards 
ware  offered  to  those  persons  affi>rding  the  first  assistance ;  the  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  the  Infirmary  engaged  to  give  their  assistance  when  called  to 
unhappy,  sufferers ;  the  best  method  of  treatment  for  recovering  persons  appa- 
rently dead  was  published  in  the  Chester  Courant  and  Chronicle,  and  also 
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ptinieA  oh  m  wpaittte  piqper,  in  order  to  be  dispersed  wherever  there  wa»  m 
probability  of  being  useful. 

In  the  report  fbr  the  following  year  it  is  stated,  ''  We  now  beg  leave 
to  call  the  public  attention  to  another  point,  viz.  the  scheme  jbr  preventing 
the  progress  of  the  natural  smaU  pox,  and  for  general  inoculation.  This  is 
carried  on  by  a  separate  fund,  (like  the  Humane  Society.)  In  favour  of  the 
practice  of  inoculation  it  is  obselved,  scarcely  one  in  a  hundred  dies  of  the 
inoculated  patients,  and  about  one  in  Rye  of  those  Who  take  the  natural  small 
pbx,  so  that  we  may  fairly  conclude  the  inoculation  of  a  hundred  patients 
may  be  the  saving  of  nineteen  lives^*' 

The  report  concludes  by  recommending  to  the  subscriben  a  stricter 
attention  to  the  general  meetings,  and  even  to  particular  board  days,  as  the 
burden  of  attendance  often  lay  on  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  of  whose 
unwearied  zeal  and  attention  to  every  point  wherein  they  can  be  useful,  deserve 
the  thanks  of  all  who  wish  well  to  the  Infirmary. 

It  is  proper  to  explain,  say  the  auditors  for  1783,  '*  what  we  think  a 
very  important  improvement  in  the  regulations  of  this  diarity.  According 
to  the  statutes  of  most  Infirmaries  infectious  diseases  are  excluded,  parti- 
cularly infectious  fevers.  By  this  prohibition  the  most  distressed  and  afflicted 
objects  have  been  rendered  incapable  of  relief  from  this  charitable  establish- 
ment When  a  fever  comes  into  a  poor  family  it  is  generally  propagated  by 
infection.  The  whole  hadlj  are  frequently  seized  one  afbr  another,  and 
exhibit  a  scene  of  wretdiedness  the  most  completely  miserable;  they  become 
incapable  of  assisting  one  another,  and  the  neighbours  are  unwilling  to  offisr 
them  assistance  through  fear  of  the  infection ;  they  have  hitherto  been  deprived 
of  the  aid  of  hospitals,  lest  the  infection  should  spread  to  the  other  patients, 
but  the  institution  of  the  small-pox  society  has  taught  us  with  what  ease  and 
certainty  even  that  most  pestilential  infection  may  be  avoided  by  the  obser. 
Vance  of  a  few  simple  regulations* 

«« Ijast  autumn  more  putrid  fevers  appeared  in  Chester  Uiin  «t  any  thnc 
aince  the  year  1774,  they  had  spread  through  many  poor  fiunilies;  the  injury 
they  had  already  done,  and  the  still  greater  injury  that  might  reasonably  be 
apprehended,  induced  the  govemora  to  comply  with  the  atMmofilu  PAy- 
stetou  to  admit  fevers  into  separate  apartments  of  the  Infirmary.  This  measure 
l>as  been  justified,  as  in  no  instance  was  the  infection  communicated,  but  to 
one  of  the  atttedants  on  the  fever  patients.  Thirty  cases  of  fever  were  ad- 
mitted, many  of  ihem  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  yet  they  all,  except  one 
recovered.  The  mischief  prevented  in  this  way  can  only  be  calculated  by  the 
Natality  in  other  towns  where  the  same  fever  has  raged,  and  this  useful  regu- 
lation has  not  been  adopted.'* 

To  deny  the  existence  of  febrile  contagion,  would  be  to  set  aaide  every 
law  of  medical  evidence.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  many  cases  of 
fever  are  referred  to  subiiiting  contagion,  that  really  depend  upon  local  causes, 
aided  by  poverty,  the  want  of  fVeth  air,  and  of  personal  cleanliness :  hence  the 
humanity  of  removing  fever  padents  hi  general^  to  dry,  lofty,  and  wellaked 
apartments,  as  the  chance  of  recovery  will  be  greatly  advanced  by  a  change 
of  station,  whether  the  disease  shall  have  sprung  fVom  either  malaria  or  con- 
tagion. That  the  correspondence  and  publications  of  the  late  Dr.  Haygarth 
have  had  an  extensive  influence  on  the'opinions  of  physicians,  as  to  the  Uiws 
of  contagion,  can  hardly  be  doubted ;  but  in  tracteg  the  progress  of  improve 
VOL.  II.  C  C 
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nMOtyit  isnottobe  ftngottn  diatthe  ^wnantiiielawiyilluttnted  bydit  vridogr 
of  M'Kenitey  Hiusell,  Brace,  Uowaid,  and  otheit,  on  the  plague,  moat  have 
prepaitd  the  public  mhid  in  some  degiee  for  theneeptkmoftfaedoctiines 
taught  hy  that  truly  eminent  phyaidan,  ♦'^^■^^F'g  the  limited  influenoe  of 
contagion  in  small-pox,  as  well  as  in  typhoa  or  contagiona  fetor. 

The  venerable  and  exceUent  Dr.  Gurrie,  who  waa  nnited  with  the  late 
JDr.  Haygarth  in  the  above  honourable  leeommendation,  obaervea  in  a  lettar 
to  hia  kinsman,  Dr.  Curtie,  of  Liverpool,  dated  16th  August,  IfiOd  :-*.^'I 
constantly  attended  the  Infirmary  for  16  years,  and  there  never  waa  at  any 
one  time  reason  to  suspect  that  cnntaginn  had  been  communicated  firom  the 
fever-warda  to  the  other  patients  in  tlie  housOb  With  proper  attention  to 
separation,  ventilation,  and  cleanliness,  patients  in  fevers  may,  I  am  confi- 
dent, be  admitted  into  every  Infirmary,  with  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  sick, 
and  with  the  most  perfect  safiety  to  the  other  paticnta.  By  an  early  removal 
of  the  sick  from  their  own  lumses  to  the  fever  wards,  the  future  important 
object  is  obtained  of  checking  the  progress  of  contagion  in  the  town.  When  it 
is  considered  that  the  limited  sphere  of  contagion  is  deaiiy  ascertained,  it  is 
surprising  that  well-infonned  medical  men  can  entertain  doubts  of  the  expe- 
diency of  a  measure,  that  promises  to  be  so  highly  beneficial  to  mankind." 
From  the  date  of  the  fever  wards  to  1827»  a  period  of  43  years,  it  does  not 
^pear  that  any  decided  improvement  in  the  economy  of  our  Infirmary  has 
been  made.  At  the  latter  period  an  important  change  was  e£Rected  in  its 
regulations  by  transferring  the  management  of  its  afiairs  from  open  weekly 
boards  to  a  committee  of  management,  in  the  hopes  that  an  increased  dc^gree 
of  order,  consistency,  and  practical  effidcney  would  be  given  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  institution. 

Upon  the  institution  of  the  fever-wards  in  1784,  it  appears  that  each 
patient  was  chaiged  7d.  per  day  towards  defraying  the  expenoe  of  his  board. 
In  March,  1805,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  charge  ahould  lie  increased  from 
7d.  to  Is.  andit  stands  recorded  that  the  important  sum  of  £21S,  7b.  Od.  was 
so  raised  in  ISlfi.  The  governors  of  the  Chester  Infirmary  have  therefete 
the  additional  merit  of  having  been  among  the  first  to  qpply  the  8el£«aupport- 
Ing  principle  to  medical  diarity.* 

*  Mr.  Smith.  raiveoBt  Sonlham,  has  deienredly  obtained  mnch  credit  for  hit  ever- 
tioni  to  introduce**  Independent  medical  charities"  to  the  notice  of  the  public*  but  a 
regard  for  historical  truth  demands  it  should  be  recorded,  that  an  independent  Dispen- 
sary was  instituted  at  Oxford,  1807.  and  further  that  the  principle  of  mutual  Insuraece 
is  extensively  acted  upon  at  the  North  Stafford  Infirmary  under  the  bead  of  **  Esta- 
blishment Subscriptions.**  In  1810,  proposals  were  circulated  for  extending  the  plan, 
and  perpetuating  the  utility  of  the  Denbigh  Dispensary,  by  erectiag  a  public  building 
with  a  suite  of  apartments  for  the  put poce  of  a  Dispensary  properly  so  called,  with  a  few 
rooms  or  wards  for  accommodating  the  occasional  demand,  and  varying  circumstances 
of  accident,  disease,  and  poverty,  upon  the  express  principle,  that  each  patient  admitted 
should  pay  a  suted  weekly  sum  towards  defiraying  the  expence  of  his  board,  either  by 
himself,  by  his  friends,  or  by  the  overseers  of  his  parish.  It  is  well  known  to  those  who 
have  visited  the  medical  establishmenU  on  the  Continent,  that  there  exist  in  France, 
under  the  name  of  Maisons  de  Sante,  houses  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  in  which 
though  partly  maintained  by  the  public,  the  patients  admitted  into  them  pay  weekly 
sums  proportional  to  the  accommodations  they  enjoy.  In  ISSI.  an  asylum  for  the  recovery 
of  health  was  opened  in  London  upon  this  plan,  whereby  the  three  following  advantages 
are  obuined :  1st,  ttuch  as  are  poor,  but  not  wholly  without  property  or  resource,  are  pro- 
vided with  accommodations  more  suitable  to  their  circumatances  than  thfv  could 
obtain  in  public  hospitals.  2nd,  The  hospitals  are  lelieved  by  excluding  persons  that 
ought  not  to  be  wholly  maintained  by  charity,  and  they  are  coniequently  able  to  receive 
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DISPENSARY. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  stated  general  board,  holden  on  the  17* 
«f  November,  1829,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  Dispensary  branch  be  added  t© 
^e  institntlon.  I  shall  fiieiefbre  conelad»  my  aceCKUit  of  the  Inlinnavy,  by 
giving  an  outline  of  that  important  measure. 

This  irapiovaiient  was  sdEongly  «aociBmeBded  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mfttce  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  fti  18^7.  For  several  years  after  the 
institution  of  the  Infinnary,  in  1766,  the  establishment  4)fDiiqpeB9arie8  for 
the  felkving  tiie  «i^  poor  at  thtif  owfi  hsfaltatiotis  wm  imknowiii  The  fint 
of  the  improved  liondon  Dispensaries  (the  Aldersgate-street)  was  opened  in 
1770,  and  the  only  provisiDn  made  by  the  rules  of  the  Infirmary  in  ITA^K 
1763,  1799,  1816  and  1827,  was  that  out-patients  be  admitted  one  stated 
day  weeldy  (Tuesday),  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  and  be 
assisted  •*  with  adviee  and  medicine,  and  be  no  oAer  way  c*iarg»W«  ***  ^ 
«'  histilutlon,  and  that  they  bring  fillets  for  bleeding,  and  phials  and  gallipots 
«<  for  medicine,  and  that  such  patients  as  shall  absent  themselves  for  two 
*•  Fridays  successively,  wlthrtit  leave  fifom  their  physician  or  surgeon,  shall 
«( be  discharged.** 

Sndi  mte  ^e  rales  for  the  out-patients,  but  it  will  readily  be  admitted, 
that  "  a  well  conducted  Dispensary  has  the  advantage  of  administering  com- 
*'  fort  and  relief  to  poor  fiimilies  over  every  other  variety  of  charity,  as  the 
**  best  medical  assistance  at  a  light  eitpence,  compared  to  that  of  an  hospital, 
•*  may  be  extended  to  them  without  mingling  with  diseased  and  dyhig  stran- 
^*  gem,  or  depriving  them  of  the  soothing  attentions  of  their  neuest  xdatives." 

In  reference  to  the  expence  arising  from  this  new  branch  of  the  clinrlty, 
it  is  calculated  that  a  slight  addition  (£10.)  wiU  only  be  made  to  the  bur- 
thens of  the  Infirmary,  for  «  many  in-patients  would  gready  prefer  the  com- 
ibrts  of  home  with  the  most  scanty  provision  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  to  the 
wards  of  an  Infirmary,  provided  they  could  command  (firee  of  expense)  pro- 
l>er  medical  assistance,*'  and  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  a  saving  upon  each 
patient  treated  at  home  will  be  efibcted  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  twenty, 
in  that  of  three  shillings  to  three  pounds  ! 

The  following  are  the  rules  agreed  upon  for  the  government  of  this  de- 
partment of  charity.  They  are  sabstantially  the  same  with  those  given  in  by 
.the  Di^ensary  committee  to  the  stated  boaid  of  the  17th  of  Nov.  last  :— 

1.  That  a  new  medical  officer  be  appointed  under  the  name  of  visiting  surgeon, 
wlieiewbole  time  shall  be  gifeu  to  the  duties  of  hit  appointment,  that  he  shall  reside 
within  the  Infirmary, shall  attend  in  the  apartment  appropriated  to  the  DlspensaiF 
branch,  at  such  hours  as  the  committee  of  management  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint, 
for  the  purpose  of  dispetising  medicines. 

2.  That  an  apprentice  to  this  viaitiag  surgeon  be  admitted,  on  payment  of  a  fee  of 
flOO  guineas  for  five  years. 

a  larger  number  of  the  totally  destitute.  Srd,  Persons  unable  from  the  absence  of  do- 
mestic connexions,  as  well  as  narrowness  of  income  to  procure  for  themselves  the 
attenlioBs  and  comforts  which  a  state  of  sldcness  requires,  are  prorided  with  proper 
nurses*  separate  apartments,  and  other  conveniences  which  couldnotbeobt^nedat 
their  own  houses.  At  Nottingham,  fever-wards  were  opened  in  1887,  when  the  9um  of 
lOs.  6d.  weekly  was  ordered  to  be  paid,  besides  a  fee  of  one  guinea  to  the  physician  in. 
attendance  for  each  patient  admitted*— The  reader,  therefore,  will  be  surprised  to  hear« 
ihat  the  enlightened  principle  of  receiving  weekly  paymenU  for  fever-patieats  at  the 
Chester  Infirmary  was  given  up  in  1B«3,  thus  reducing  the  Income  of  the  charity*  upoa 
an  average  of  seven  years,  by  the  Mim  of  sol.  annually. 
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S.  That  tht  nluy  of  the  ^isltiog  uuiton  he  lixty  ponndt  per  annaM. 

4.  That  tht  qaalillcatioiu  ncccsaary  for  this  office  be  the  same  as  for  the  office  of 
hoiise-aurgeoiu 

5.  That  drugs  and  other  necessarjr  articles  be  provided  bf  the  visiting  surgeon,  aoder 
the  direction  of  the  committee  of  management. 

•.  That  all  medicines  for  the  4»ut*patients  be  dispensed  by  the  visiting  surgeon,  or 
his  apprentice  under  his  direction,  with  a  label  affixed  to  each  medicine,  specifying  the 
patient's  name,  and  directions  for  using  the  same. 

7.  That  ordinary  ont-patienu  be  admitted  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays^  and  Fridsys ; 
their  letters  of  recommendation  being  presented  for  that  purpose  l>etween  nine  and 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  that  they  fall  to  the  care  of  the  physician  or  sar- 
geon  of  the  dayi  such  out-patients  shall  attend  at  the  dispensary  the  same  day  in 
tmch  subsequent  week,  unless  their  physician  or  soigaon  anthoriie  their  absence,  or 
appoint  a  different  day. 

8.  That  in  extraordinary  cases,  patients  being  too  ill  to  attend  in  person,  may  be 
admitted  by  the  visiting  surgeon  on  other  days,  theli  letters  of  recommendation  being 
presented  to  him  before  nine  o^clock  in  the  forenoon. 

9.  That  these  home  patients  be  required  to  attend  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  able,  like 
Other  out-patients,  at  the  Dispensary,  and  in  the  meantime  that  they  be  visited  by  the 
visiting  surgeon,  who  shall  report  tlieir  cases  to  the  physician  or  surgeon  of  the  week, 
and  shall  either  prescribe  for  them  himself,  or  shall  act  under  the  orders  of  the  physi- 
cian or  surgeon,  in  whose  week  they  are  admitted,  according  as  such  physician  or 
surgeon  shall  direct, 

10.  That  in  like  manner,  when  ordinary  oat*patienU  shall  be  prevented  by  in- 
creased  illness  from  attending  at  the  Dispensary,  they  shall  be  visited  by  the  visiting 
surgeon  at  their  homes,  who  shall  report  their  cases  to  their  respective  physician  or 
soigeon,  at  such  t^me  as  such  physician  m  surgeon  shall  direGt,aad  shall  ekber  prescribe 
or  not  as  he  shall  be  then  directed. 

11.  That  all  patients  be  regularly  dischsrged  by  the  committee  of  management, 
ufon  presenting  a  card  from  their  respective  physician  or  surgeon  for  that  purpose. 

IS.  That  no  patient  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  boo^  of  any  physician  or  surgeon 
for  a  longer  period  than  eight  weeks,  after  which  time  he  may  be  re-admitted  on  bring- 
ing a  fresh  recommendation. 

15.  That  the  apprentice  to  the  visiting  surgeon  do  in  no  case  prescribe  for  patients. 

14.  That  A  register  he  presented  every  week  to  the  committee  of  management,  and 
left  in  the  bowrd  room  for  the  inspection  of  subscribers,  specifying  under  the  hand  of 
the  visiting  surgeon,  when  every  home  patient  was  prescribed  for,  and  by  whom. 

l».  That  the  visiting  surgeon  keep  an  assortment  oi  the  best  London  and  other 
trusses,  to  be  supplied  to  the  afflicted  poor  at  prime  cost. 

16.  That  the  visiting  surgeon  particularly  attend  io  the  practice  and  progress  of 
vaccination »  and  that  he  be  constantly  provided  with  supplies  of  fresh  virus  to  l>e  fur- 
nished (on  recommendation  of  governors}  to  country  practitioners. 

17*  That  such  laws  of  the  Infirmary  as  are  applicable  to  the  Dispensary  branch  of 
the  charity,  be  referred  to  for  the  r^ulation  of  those  matters  not  provided  foi  in  the 
preceding  rules. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 
The  Infimuufy  was  originany  planned  to  contain  100  beds,  thns  afibid- 
log  about  1000  cable  feet  of  qmce  to  each  patient ;  by  the  recent  impiOTe- 
xnents  and  additions,  the  same  number  of  patients  wHl  enjoy,  InclusiTC  of 
galleries  and  day-rooms,  upwards  of  1600  feet  each,  and  it  is  a  fact  never  to 
be  forgotten,  that  the  gecteral  salubrity  of  an  hospital,  under  similar  clrcamf 
atances,  is  in  proportion  to  the  space  allowed  to  the  sick. 

The  following  is  the  enumeration  and  appropriation  of  the  wards  of  the 
Tnfirmary  :.^ 

First  Floor— ilfaJe  Patienti,  io  the  South. 
No.  1.  Bay  oar  XHning-room.— 2.  Surgical  Ward,  ten  beds.-^d.  Medi- 
cal Ward,  ten  beds.-^.  Ckmvalescent  Ward,  six  beds. — 5.  Accident  Ward« 
four  beds. 

Female  ApartmenU  to  the  NortK 
No.  6.  Day  or  Dinhig-room.— 7.  Surgical  Ward,  ten  beds— 8.  Medi^ 
cal  Ward,  ten  beds. -9.  CouTalescent  Wazd,  six  beds* 
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No.  10  and  11.  Magdalen  Wards,  eight  beds.— 12.  Ward  for  Sorei, 

(men,  ten  beds.— 13.  Opthalmic  Ward,  men,  four  beds. — 14.  Theatre  for 

Operations— 15.  Operation    Ward   for  men,  three  beds.— 16.  Ditto  for 

<women,  tliree  beds. 

Medical  Wards  to  She  North. 

No.  17.  Convalescent  Fever  Ward  for  men,  three  beds..— 18.  Fever 
Ward  for  ditto,  ten  beds.— 19.  Ditto  for  women,  ten  beds.— SO.  Ckmvalesoent 
Ward  for  ditto,  three  beds. 

In  all  twenty  wards,  with  four  excellent  nurses*  rooms,  four  convertible 
baths  ;  hot,  cold,  shower,  and  vapour  baths ;  nine  water-doeets,  abundantly 
supplied  with  water  $  with  airy  galleries  connecting  the  difierent  wards,  and 
.well  adapted  for  the  exeidse  of  the  convalescent  in  unfovouralde  weather. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  annual  accounts  commence  on  the  2dth  of  March,  and  (hey  are 
;made  up  4o  the  same  date  the  following  year.  In  1757»  the  annual  subscrip.^ 
tions  amounted  to  £680 ;  in  1798,  to  £798 ;  and  the  interest  on  the  funded 
property,  £14^. ;  in  1818,  to  £1202  Ss.  6d. ;  and  in  18!^,  to  £984. 
The  interest  of  the  funded  property  amounted  in  1818,  to  £5^  16s.  lOd. ; 
.and  in  1829,  to  £633.  12s.  2d.  shewhig  that  the  increase  of  the  permanent 
fund  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  falling  off  in  the  annual  subscriptions  durbg 
the  same  period. 

Dividing,  therefore,  the  expenditure,  £2446,  by  the  number  of  patients, 
'641,  discharged,  the  average  of  expence  (inclusive  of  repairs,  and  the  cost  of 
medicines  fbr  the  ont^Midents)  wlfi  be  for  each  in-patient  £3.  l^  Bd.in 
.1829.  The  average  number  of  In-patients  in  1829,  was  66 ;  that  of  the  out. 
patients,  134.— Total  of  patients  admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  institution 
4n  1766,  133,628. 

LIST  OF  MXDICAI.  OrriCEX.8, 

From  the  eommeneemeni  qf  the  ln§Utuiien> 

Those  marked  with  an  (*;  are  in  office  Nov.  1830. 


PATSICI4N8. 

1755  J.  Weaver 
1755  T.  Hayes 
1755  A.  Denssn 
1755  J.  Tylston 

1766  J.  Haygarth 

1767  W.  Falconer 
1773  W.  Currie 
(Resigned  in  1790.  re-elected  1800.) 
1790  W.Houghton 

1798  W.  M.  Thackeray 

1798  J.  Arden 

1799  R.  F.  Currie 
(Reaigned  in  1800,  re-etected  1801.) 

1804  G.  Gumming* 
(Resigned  in  1806,  re-elected  1897.) 

1805  J.  Larden 

1807  R.  Barker 
1807  J.  M.  B.  Pigot 
1814  liL  Jones* 
)814  C.  Whlttell 
}8SS9  £.  Tp  liptcombe.* 


STTROEOKS. 

1766  G.  Venables  - 

1766  J.  Cotgreave 

1765  R.  H.  Vaughan,  Bart. 
1756  A.  Racketta 
1763  J.  Keay 
1763  J.  Edwards 

1767  J.  Frodsham 
1767  G.Johnson 
1770  D.  Oned 
1773  C.  Morrall 
1785  G.  Rowhmds 
1787  S.  Freeman 
1795  C.  Morrall,  Juq. 
1801  S.  N.  Bennett* 
1803  W.  Wynne 
1806  T.  Baflpall* 
1809  O.  TiUey 

1828  G.  Hazriion.* 
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The  prdoeding;  wemm%  dRi#tt  ap  as  be^rt  remarked, 
by  a  gentleman  conversant  with  the  concerns  of  the  esta- 
bliehmfint^develope  some  interesting  facts  which  cannot  but 
be  gratifying  to  its  friends,  and  particularly  as  it  exhibits 
a  9iaterial  increase  Of  its  fiinds  and  capabilities  of  good 
within  th€  last  ihirtj/  years.  In  IdOI,*  when  its  annual 
subscriptions  were  but  923/,  lOs.  and  its  funded  property 
only  219/.  it  tras  fbtind  necessary  to  restrict  its  benefits ; 
and  at  a  special  general  boards  held  on  the  27th  of  Oct. 
in  that  year^  when  forty-^even  governors  were  present 
it  was  resolved,  ^'  that  no  more  than  thirty  in-patients  be 
aiknitied,  ^u;kisive  of  fever-patients/'  By  a  strict  regard 
to  ecooomie  arrangements,  however,  coupled  with  the 
persevering  efforts  of  the  weekly  boards  of  that  and  the 
subsequent  period,  the  Institution  was  soon  recovered 
from  its  stale  of  comparative  depression;  its  annual 
income  and  permanent  properly  were  considerably  aug^ 
mented,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  preceding 
filateflAent  of  the  accounts,  or  to  the  subsequent  table  of 
the  sources  of  income ;  so  that  being  lenabled  to  remove 
the  restriction  t^  to  tike  number  of  {n-i>aiients,  upwards 
of  eighty  were  usually  inmates  of  the  house. 

Without  gitSng  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  tlie  gen* 
tleman  who  has  favoured  me  With  his  kind  assistance 
states,  that  in  182^9  *^  an  important  change  wa&  effected 
in  the  regulations  of  the  house,  by  transferring  the  ma- 
nagement of  its  affairs  from  open  weekly  boards  to  a 
committee  of  management/'  I  have  no  disposition  what- 
ever to  enter  mto  a  discussion  on  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  two  modes  of  government;  but  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say,  because  t  know  the  fact,  that  many  respectable 
gentlemen,  te&knxs  friends  of  the  charity,  are  strongly 

*  At  this  peridd,  the  difficulties  of  the  Infinnary  imd  been  yearly  iiu 
creasuig.  I'he  weekly  board  called  the  goreniors  together,  to  consider  what 
means  should  be  adapted  to  maintain  the  establishment^  when  it  was  dtiter. 
mined  to  have  a  dUudtablo  Ittsembly  at  the  Exdiange,  to  solidt  thte  d^rgy 
and  ministetfa  of  dyTentit  «ot%rq;atio&8  to  preadi  seimonH,  and  to  eAt^t  an 
augmentation  of  aubscriptions. 
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prepossessed  in  favour  dt  that  whtcfa  is  l^lisbed,  as  beat 
calculate  to  effect  the  greatent  good ;  flmybeeau^ao 
efficient  number  of  the  dofinite  members  of  thece«nmitiee 
can  seldom  be  brought  10  Attend  the  weekly  meetings ; 
and  secondly,  because  the  present  method  excludes  many 
of  those  governors,  whose  eeal  and  experience  render 
their  services  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  institution.  Of  the  fact  I  cannot  apeak  with 
certainty,  but  most  asaiu'edly  a  rumour  is  abroad,  that  ere 
long  an  effort  will  be  made  to  restore  the  formei*  ar- 
rangement* 

The  Dispensary  branch  of  the  Infirmary  ba$  also 
been  noticed  in  the  preceding  summary  wi|b  considerable 
commendation,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  controvert  the 
hypothesis.  As  a  ftiitbful  historian,  how^^ver,  it  is  neees- 
sary  to  be  observed,  thi^  many  of  the  lo&g-*tried  frif^ds  of 
the  institution  decidedly  objeot  to  it,  on  account  of  the 
additional  expence  for  the  40alary  and  maicttenanee  of 
auothea-  medical  officer,  porter^  ^,  and  bc^eause  they  ar^ 
of  opinion,  that  the  bouse  ^migeon  ban  «ow  nothing  to 
do,  being  confinttd  wholly  to  the  bouae  ^  and  cdso,  tfaM 
the  sick  poor  must  be  left  to  a  young  man.  Just  eaeapail 
from  the  scbootef  who  will  protM^hly,  from  the,  amaUo^s 
of  the  salary,  be  obaogod  every  year. 

Hiere  is  one  topic  yet  remains  on  which  I  t^.to 
offbr  a  few  words.  Speaking  of  the  modes  whereby  tbe 
interests  of  this  noble  oharity  might  be  improved,  I 
cannot  but  fitpress  my  aurptfee,  that  a  very  natural  one 
has  been  so  long  unattended  to :  I  allude  t&  that  impor- 
tant branch,  wfaioh  includes  the  pfaysioians  ami  surgeons. 
These  gentlemen  naturally  wish,  after  a  certain  mimbar 
of  years  (say  twenty),  to  retire  from  the  heavy  and  con- 
tinual labours  of  the  institution.  What  should  prevent 
their  services  beii^  preserved,  and  their  connexion  wilb 
it  prolonged,  as  physicians  and  surgeons  extrujordinmrif"-^ 
to  attend  in  all  cases  of  difficulty,  of  consultations,  and  of 
operations  ?  By  this  means  almost  all  the  talent  and 
experience  of  the  medical  body  in  the  city  would  be  col- 
lected in  aid  of  our  sick  poor,  and  the  attachment  of  men 
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to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  for  long  and  gratuitouf 
senrices  cherished  and  protracted.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  at  once  be  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  gentlemen 
who  have  so  long  aided  the  institution,  and  of  good  will 
to  the  poor^  suffering  under  disease  and  accident.  Some- 
thing  of  this  kind  would  open  an  honourable  retreat  to 
the  veteran,  and  bring  into  practice  a  young  and  distin* 
guished  practitioner. 

Before  taking  leave  of  the  Infirmary  history,  it  will 
be  but  an  act  of  justiee  to  introduce  the  respectable  name 
of  W.  Cole,  jun.  Esq.  who  was  a  pupil  of  the  late  Thomas 
Harrison,  Esq.  and  who  has  succeeded  that  gentleman  as 
our  county  architect.  It  was  from  the  designs  and  plans  of 
Mr.  Cole  that  the  late  valuable  improvements  were  taken^ 
and  which,  under  his  sole  direction,  the  building  commit* 
tee  have  carried  into  efiect.  In  the  above  exeeHent 
account  of  the  institution,  these  improvements  have  re^ 
ceived  no  higher  a  commendation  than  they  deserve  |  the 
author  has  also  reason  to  know,  that  they  have  given 
great  satisfaction  to  the  noble  chairman,  and  several  of 
the  county  gentlemen  who  are  governors ;  and  to  shew 
the  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Cole's  services  were  held  by 
the  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  management,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  quote  the  following  resolution  passed  at  a 
stated  general  board,  held  on  the  16th  of  November, 
1830,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester: 
— -'^  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr.  W. 
Cole,  the  architect,  for  the  ability  and  attention  he  has 
evinced  in  the  progress  of  the  works  at  the  Infirmary, 
and  the  liberality  he  has  shewn  on  the  occasion*"— When 
this  sheet  was  putting  to  press,  the  author  learnt,  that 
Mr.  Cole  is  about  to  publish  a  complete  set  of  plans  and 
sections,  shewing  more  particularly  the  alterations  and 
additions,  with  a  general  description  of  the  advantages 
gained  to  the  institution ;  dedicated,  by  permission,  to 
Lord  Viscount  Belgrave,  dbairman  of  the  building  com-* 
mittee. 
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This  very  useful  charity  was  instituted  in  the  year 
^798,  and  owes  its  origin  to  the  late  Mr.  Griffith  Row- 
land, surgeon,  aided  by  the  ladies  of  Chester  and  the 
neighbouriiood,  who  have  ever  been  warm  patronesses 
K>f  theinstitution.  Its  object  was  the  gratuitous  deliveiy 
of  poor  married  lying-in  women  at  their  own  houses,  and 
the  furnishing  them  with  a  certmi  portion  of  articles  of 
comfort  and  necessity.  From  the  first  establishment  of 
the  charity  to  the  year  1812,  Mr.  Rowland  was  the  sole 
superintending  aecoucher,  who  had  several  competent 
midwives  under  his  direction.  At  the  last-mentioned 
period,  however,  several  other  professional  gentlemen 
were  app^ided  to  the  establishment,  and  the  present  sur- 
geons are,  Mr.  J.  Harrison,  Mr,  G.  Harrison,  Mr.  Davies, 
Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  G.  Harrison,  jun.  These  gentlemen 
Attend  the  charity  in  monthly  rotation,  superintend  the 
midwives,  and  give  professional  assistance  when  requisite. 
The  midwives  at  present  employed  are,  Mrs.  Batenham, 
Mrs,  Parry,  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Dale.  Matron, 
Mrs.  Teggin.  Every  annual  subscriber  of  half  a  guinea 
has  the  privilege  of  recommending  one  poor  woman  for 
the  benefits  of  the  charity,  and  more  after  the  same  rate. 
The  patients  are  supplied  with  the  necessary  articles  of 
linen,  sheets,  &c.  during  their  confinement;  with  two 
pounds  of  sugar,  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea,  and  a  pound 
of  soap  each,  but  no  other  provision  for  food,  except  from 
the  private  assistance  of  the  individual  recommending. 
Baby  clothes  are  found  in  cases  of  great  poverty,  and  the 
children  are  expected  to  be  vaccinated  within  the  month. 
The  number  of  poor  women  delivered  in  the  last  year, 
297*  It  appears  fi*om  the  last  report,  that  the  fiinds  of 
this  charity  are  in  a  most  prosperous  condition,  the  re- 
ceipts amounting  in  the  year  1829,  to  346Z.  14s.  2|d.  and 
the  expenditure  only  212/.  lis.  6|d.  The  revenue  arises 
from  annual  subscriptions,  benefactions,  and  the  interest 
of  money  in  the  public  funds. 
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On  the  scale  of  public  institiitionB,  avowedly  diaiita^ 
Ue  in  tfaair  ofeged^  md  ia  number  honouraUe  and  praise- 
wonhy  to  our  city,  the  Frmauk  PANrrsNTiART  ranks 
lower  than  others  only  in  dat^  not  in  goodsicss  of  designt 
nor  in  the  ground  of  hope  ibr  suoeess  in  die  deeds  dt 
mercy  to  be  achieved ;  and  the  fottowing  epitotne  of  its 
history,  from  the  first  organization  of  the  iastilntion  dowa 
to  the  present  yeai^sopenition^  may^  therefinre,  he  accept 
table  to  the  reader,  and  I  shall .  certainly  not  regret  if 
in  any  instances,  it  should  awaken  a  spirit  of  sympathy 
kindred  to  that  of  its  most  liberal  fiiends  ivmI  sopportecs* 

*'  An  earnest  address  to  the  inhabilaats  oi  Chester 
and  its  vicinity,"  having  been  widely  circulated,  a  nume- 
rous and  highly  respectable  meeting  was  he^l  in  the 
assembly  room  at  the  Exchange,  on  Tliursday  the  8tb  of 
February,  1827,  John  Larden,  Esq.  the  maeyoTj  in  the 
chair,  and  this  institution  was  established  under  the  tide 
of  the  ^  Chbstsb  Fbbiaub  PsNimirriARY,"  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  affording  an  asylum  to  females  who,  having 
deviated  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  might  h^  desirous  of 
being  restored  by  religious  instruction,  and  the  formation 
of  moral  and  industrious  habits,  to  a  respectable  station 
in  society.  The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grosvenor,  and  the 
Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  became  patrons ; 
the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  president ;  the  Honu 
Edward  Massy,  the  Very  Rev.  the  Dean»  the  Venesahk 
Ardbdeacon  Wrangham,  and  Richard  Tj^rwhiUi,  Esq.  re- 
corder, vice-presidents ;  George  B.  Granville,  Esq.  trea- 
surer ;  and  the  Rev,  William  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Whittell,  secretaries ;  whc^  together  with  a  committee  of 
twenty-four  gentlemen,  stood  pledgee^  with  the  help  of 
God,  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view.  The  appeal  just 
adverted  to  received  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  ohria- 
tian  public,  and  was  answered  by  the  handsome  siun  of 
about  900/.  in  donations  and  annual  subscriptions ;  and 
after  various  hindrances  (co^imon  to  the.  rise  and 
progress  of  most  charitable  objects)  contended  wibk  and 


Avercaoiey  the  coaufaitte^  apnouoced  iu  Iheir  Becond 
year's  report^  that  a  hoose  wiUi  premises,  situated  near 
the  Spittol  io  Boiigbtoii,  had  heeipi  purchased  and  fitted 
up  to  accommodate  fifteen  or  siicteep  penitent^ «!;  the 
expenoeafTlSI.  8s*  2d;  and  that  the  ^^  CassTaa  Fbmaw 
PsN itbntiaby"'  was  then  open  lor  the  reception  of  apidi* 
cants ;  Dr.  Thackeray  having  been  appointed  pbysiciaja; 
Mr.  Weaver  the  siurgeon ;  and  Mrs;  Mopr^  the  matron 
of  the  inatttotion ;  cbaplflinsi  Revds,  WiUiam  Clarke^ 
fivan  £van%  WiUiam  Harrison,  John  Hod(ins»  an^ 
Richard  Massie.  With  regard  to  the  genera)  manage- 
ment, and  eqieciaUy  as  to  the  internal  economy  (confined 
to  a  Udifis  cmnmittee  and  secretaries)  the  p^te  beiaw 
will  afiord  some  useful  information^* 

*  The  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  institation  are 
well  adapted  to  their  proposed  objects ;  they  aie  too  Yoluminoiis  for  insertion 
aft  loigtb  here,  bat  «lie  following  abstiaet  wiU  sufidently  develop  their  ge- 
Vftal  chuyptwr  ;r-*Thf  permanent  pn^erty  of  th^  iivMitation  is  vested  ia 
twelvf  truatoeSy  of  whom  the  following  is  the  present  list  :i— Lord  Viseount 
Belgrave,  Alderman  Larden,  Dr.  Thackeray,  Henry  Potts,  Esq.  Rev. 
Richaid  Massie,  John  Fletcher,  Esq.  Alderman  Francis,  Hon.  Edward 
JMMsy,  Q. B-Hoghes,  Esq.  J.F.Maddock,  Esq.  Rev. P^W. Hamilton,  Tho- 
mas  Dixon,  Es^  The  gentlemen's  committee  to  apppint,  pay,  suspend,  and 
jdismiss  the  stipendiary  servants  of  the  institution ;  and  they  are  also  to  elect 
twelve  ladies  from  the  list  of  subscribers,  or  wives  of  gentlemen  being  sub*, 
scrihen,  9g  «  committee  of  Udies.  The  committee  of  ladies  are  to  oider  and 
jmpmitQDd  this.  aia^loyvBimty  hours  of  rest,  diet,  and  dr^n  of  tlie  penitents, 
sismJByp  iMx  KORk,  convene  with  them,  and  nead  to  tl^em  ;  two  of  them  ar^ 
to  ifwt  the  hooMfi  weekly ;  they  have  power  to  expel  any  female  they  shall 
think  proper  fiir  m^behavioijir ;  and  also  to  appoint  a  sub-committee  to  d^dd? 
as  to  i^  admiitioD  of  isj^UGants  into  the  institution.  The  cfa^lains  to  visit 
■the  ^Bptitntion  as  o^  as  owvepjent,  and  to  perform  divine;  service  4kt  lo^ 
OOce  ^jeiy,  week.  The  physician  and  sugeon,  whose  services  bxs^  gra-tui^usy 
to  attend  the  house  whenevex  required  by  the  ladies'  committee  or  the  matnm ; 
ik(j  mqst  be  manded  men,  and  not  under  thirty  years  of  age,  and  are  not 
|«nittfl4  ^  aMcnd  ^qy  pi^tieot,  fsoept  in  the  pseseocs  of  ^  matnm  or  he^ 
Sttdstaat.  Tl^  matson,  and  ais^t^nt  to  be  esumined  and  ygcoymiendfld  h^ 
tb«  Udies'  committee,  p^revious  to  their  being  appointed  by  the  gentl^en*s 
joonunittee.  The  duties  of  the  matmn  oomprize,  a  residence  in  the  house ; 
m  obMrmtion  of  tho  hte>vivk>ur  of  the  penitents,  of  which  she  is  to  mako 
ji  wort ;  tbe.caieof  the  household  goods  and  dothes ;  a  due  distribution  of 
IKOviikw  and  other  Qoceisaries ;  to  keep  a  weekly  account  of  the  household 
ezpenoes ;  initruction  of  the  inmates  in  reading,  wntmg,  needl&.work,  and 
lbs  opcmtions  Ui  the  laundry ;  to  assemble  the  &mUy  momiiig  and  evening, 
steiajpnlmorhymii  is  to  be  sung,  a  clisptCK  in  the  qpripjUiramad^  mhI 
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Since  the  period  when  the  institution  was  opened, 
tewnteen  females  have  been  admitted  on  tiie  books ;  eight 
have  been  dismissed  or  have  left  for  reasons  assigned  in 
the  reports;  and  nine  remain  in  the  house,  manj  of  them 
afibrding  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  •  decided  change  of 
heart,  and  a  determination  to  ''flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come/' 

The  annual  subscriptions  (according  to  the  last  year's 
report)  appear  to  be  138/.  Is.;  and  the  expences  of  the 
house  (for  an  average  of  about  seven  patients  for  the  year) 
901. ;  and  the  matron's  salary  30/. ;  sundries  5/.  12s.  3f  d. 
leaving,  as  it  would  seem,  a  balance  of  about  12/.  8s.  5fd. 
that  is,  in  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  and  for  that 
limited  number  of  patients.  But  we  understand  that  the 
cost  of  furnishing  the  house,  even  upon  the  most  econo* 
mical  terms,  and  providing  the  inmates  with  clothing, 
has  quite  exhausted  the  Ainds ;  and  that  the  committee 
have  l)een  forced  reluctantly  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  no 
more  than  nine  females  shall  be  in  the  institution  at  one 
time,  until  an  additional  income  can  be  realized.  I 
feel  confident  however,  that  a  charity,  commiserating  a 
most  wretched  class  of  outcasts  from  society,  and  so 


the  service  to  be  concluded  with  prayer.    Application  for  admission  to  be 
made  to  the  matron,  who  is  to  submit  each  daim  to  the  sttb-committee  of 
ladies,  who  shall  have  the  power  to  admit  the  applicant.    After  the  penitent 
has  been  three  months  in  the  house,  the  ladies*  committee  shall  enter  in  their 
minute  book,  that  she  is  then  qualified  for  full  admission,  when  the  matron 
shall  admit  her  accordingly.    No  penitent  to  be  permitted  to  go  oat  of  the 
premises  without  the  consent  of  two  of  the  ladies*  committee  and  of  the 
matron,  and  only  in  case  of  absolute  necessity.    The  employment  of  the 
females  to  be  such  as  may  best  qualify  them,  as  domestic  servants ;  one 
fourth  of  the  profit  of  each  female's  work  to  be  given  her  or  expended  for  her, 
on  her  leaving  the  institution,  under  the  direction  of  the  ladies*  coomittee,  a 
reasonable  value  being  fixed  upon  the  services  of  those  who  are  employed  in 
the  kitchen,  or  other  departments  of  the  house.    Every  female  who  has  left 
the  institution,  and  has  been  placed  in  service,  and  who  shaU  be  recommended 
by  her  master  or  mistress  to  the  ladies*  committee,  on  account  of  her  good 
behaviour,  and  reported  by  them  to  the  gentlemen's  committee,  shall  receive 
at  the  end  of  her  first  year  of  service  one  guinea,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second 
year.  If  the  favourable  report  is  repeated,  two  guineas.    No  female  after 
havhig  been  once  discharged  shall,  on  any  account  whatever,  be  received  a 
second  time  into  the  penitentiary. 
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obviously  entitled  to  the  support  of  His  followers^  who 
pitied  and  pardoned  a  penitent,  washing  bis  feet  and 
wiping  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  cannot  long  be 
obliged  on  such  grounds,  to  close  its  doors  against  the 
very  objects  whom  it  was  intended,  and  would  rejoice  to 
relieve. 


€imtt  It^utnant  doci^ts* 

This  very  excellent  institution,  of  which  Earl  Gros- 
venor  is  patron,  was  established  in  September,  1824,  and 
has  hitherto  been  well  supported  by  donations  aud  annual 
subscriptions.  Its  object  is  to  restore  persons  apparently 
drowned ;  as  also  those  who  from  various  causes  may  be 
in  a  state  of  suspended  animation.  The  city  of  Chester 
especially  called  for  such  an  establishment,  the  place 
being  nearly  surrounded  by  water,  and  numerous  fatal 
accidents  having  actually  occurred  in  several  preceding 
years.  The  active  committee,  on  their  formation,  vigo- 
rously proceeded  in  providing  the  means  of  assistance, 
by  distributing  manuals  and  posting  bills,  containing 
proper  instructions,  lliey  also  procured  two  cases  of 
resuscitating  apparatus,  one  to  be  deposited  at  the  house 
of  industry,  and  one  to  remain  under  the  care  of  the  secre- 
tary; drags  were  placed  in  convenient  situations;  a 
stomach  pump  was  purchased ;  and  ice-ladders  and  poles 
were  also  procured,  and  placed  at  Bache  Pool  and  in  the 
Groves.  During  the  time  of  severe  frost,  a  number  of 
men  are  stationed  by  the  society  in  various  places,  where 
the  most  imminent  danger  is  contemplated,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  affording  prompt  assistance  in  cases  of 
accident.  In  February  1829,  the  society  published  a  list 
of  cases,  in  number  above  fifty,  wherein  the  efforts  of 
its  agents  had  been  successful  in  rescuing  so  many  indi- 
viduals from  death  or  imminent  danger.  Mr.  Thomas 
Bowers  is  the  efficient  secretary  of  the  society. 

Besides  the  above  permanent  provision  made  for  the 
aged  and  sick  poor ;  for  the  needy  female  in  the  hour  of 
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distress ;  and  for  the  wretched  wanderer  ih)iki  the  patdsf 
of  virtue ;  there  tire  several  charitable  assocfatidtis  niostty 
in  operation,  both  among  the  members  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  the  various  bodTes  of  dissenters,  for  rellevini|f 
the  sick  and  poor  at  their  own  babit<itions  with  fodd  and 
clothing.  There  are  also  numerous  alms- houses^  and 
many  valuable  bequests  for  charitable  purposes,  most  of 
which  are  elsewhere  enumerated. 


ENDOWED  AND  CHARITABLE  SCHOOLS. 

This  school  was  founded  by  King  Henry  VUI.  in  the 
36th  year  of  his  reign,  for  twenty-four  boys,  to  receive 
3/.  4s.  each,  who  are  appointed  by  the  dean  and  chapter. 
They  are  not  admissible  under  nine  years  of  age ;  they  may 
continue  four  years,  if  their  conduct  is  regular,  and  a  year 
of  grace  may  be  added  by  the  dean.  Two  masters  (elected 
by  the  dean  and  chapter)  were  appointed  by  the  founder's 
statutes,  with  salaries  of  22/.  to  the  bead-master,  and  10/. 
to  the  under-master.  But  by  a  regulation  in  1814^  the 
head-master's  salary  was  increased  on  the  condition 
that  he  took  the  sole  charge  and  instruction  of  the  foun* 
dation  scholars^  and  confined'thenumber  of  his  private 
pupils  to  six.  A  part  of  the  old  refectory  of  Chester 
abbey  is  used  as  the  school-room. 


nbte^oat  4ktooL 

This  school  is  a  handsome  brick  building,  forming 
three  sides  of  a  quadrangle,  on  the  west  side  of  Fur- 
ther Northgate-street,  inclosed  in  front  by  a  lofty  ir6n 
rsdling,  and  occupying  the  extra-parochial  site  of  the 
ancient  hospital  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  The  south  wing 
is  used  for  a  chapel,  and  is  in  the  patronage  of  the 
corporation  5  the  centre  is  occupied  by  schools,  and  the 
remuning  wing  is  the  residence  of  the  master,  and  is  also 


CHARITABLE     INSTITUTIONS.  217 

Qsed  for  other  purposes.  The  foundation  of  the  present 
establbhment  took  place  at  the  instance  of  Bishop  Strat- 
ford, in  1700,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  present  building 
was  erected  in  1717j  at  the  joint  expence  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  benefactors.  The  ground  whereon  this 
building  stands,  with  the  large  play-yard,  &c.  on  the 
west  side,  was  conveyed  to  trustees  by  the  corporation, 
for  the  especial  purpose  to  which  it  is  now  appropriated. 
At  present  there  are  twenty-eight  boys  educated,  boarded, 
and  clothed  in  a  blue  uniform,  who  are  allowed  to  remain 
from  the  age  of  twelve  to  fourteen ;  and  likewise  sixty- 
four  day  scholars,  called  Green  Caps,  taught  by  the  same 
master,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  Bell  and  Lan- 
caster. The  blue-coat  boys  are  usually  elected  from  the 
green  caps.  According  to  the  printed  report  for  1829, 
the  total  receipts  in  that  year  were  698/.  195.  9d.  includ- 
ing a  balance  of  43/.  Ss.  from  the  preceding  year.  This 
receipt  covered  the  expenses  of  the  establishment  for  the 
year,  and  left  a  balance  of  33/.  15s.  lid,  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer.  The  funds  of  the  school  are  amply  suffi- 
cient for  all  its  important  purposes.  Of  the  revenues 
above  mentioned,  about  450/.  per  annum  is  derived  from 
permanent  property  in  the  public  funds  and  landed  estates ; 
the  annual  subscriptions  for  the  year  amounted  to  182^. 
14s.  Od,  and  the  collections  at  the  churches  to  63/.  2s.  Od* 
The  present  master  is  Mr.  Samuel  Venables,  who  for  a 
long  course  of  years  has  obtained  the  uniform  approbation 
of  the  board  and  the  public. 


This  excellent  charity  has  existed  in  various  forms, 
and  under  different  modifications  for  109  years,  being 
instituted  in  1721.  During  that  period  it  has  been  under 
the  management  of  ladies  residing  in  and  near  Chester, 
assisted  by  regular  subscribers.  The  charity  has  now 
attained  a  permanent  locality,  in  St.  Martin*s-ln-the- 
Fields,  where  in  1810,   the   present  school-house   wa 
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built,  by  benefactions,  on  part  of  the  ground  belonging 
to  the  trustees  of  tbe  Infirmary,  and  granted  by  them  for 
that  sole  purpose,  on  a  lease  for  ninety  years,  at  6t.  per 
annum.    Tbe  females  benefitted  by  it  (16  in  number)  are 
properly  instructed  in  religious  and  moral  duties,  and 
taught  every  part  of  household  business ;  such  as  washing, 
cleaning,  plain  cooking,  sewing,  knitting,  &c.    They  are 
clothed  from  the  produce  of  the  work  done  at  the  sdiool, 
which,  from  the  industry  of  the  girls,  the  activity  of  the 
matron,  and  tbe  kindness  of  numerous  friends  sendtng 
\i:ork,  amounted  during  tlie  year  ending  the  1st  of  May, 
1830,  to  the  sum  of  52/.  ]5«.  lOet.    Two  guiiteas  are  given 
as  a  bounty  wh^i  a  girl  leaves  the  school  for  service,  which 
is  expended  by  the  mistress,  under  tbe  superintendance  of 
some  of  tbe  ladies  in  useful  clothing ;  and  a  further  bounty 
of  one  guinea,  if  she  remain  in  lier  service  two  years. 
Seven  scholars,  called  probationers,  have  latterly  been 
added  to  the  establishment.       These  probationers  ar& 
selected  alternately  from  girls  taught  in  the  diocesan  and 
the  countess  Grosvenor's  schools ;  and  from  these  pro- 
bationers idso  are  the  vacancies  in  the  Blue  Girk'  school 
filled  up,  a  procedure,  by  wbidi  the  patroos    of  the 
latter  have  the  best  assurance  that  can  be  obtained,  of 
Uie  previous  good  conduct  of  their  scholars.    They  are 
required  to  attend  punctually  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
two  in  the  afternoon  during  the  week,  and  twice  on  the 
Sunday,  one  hour  previous  to  morning  and  afternoon 
service,  in  order  to  receive  reUgious  instruction,  and  to 
accompany  the  mistress  to  church.    Matron,  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Parry.    The  concerns  of  the  charity  are  conducted 
by  a  committee   of  ladies  ;  a  board  is  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  every  month,  and  a  meeting  of  all  the  sub- 
scribers annually.    The  revenue  <tf  the  institution  arises 
from  donations,  subscriptions,  collections  in  churches,  and 
the  interest  on  fimded  pi'operty ;  the  proceeds  from  the 
girls'   work  always  being  appropriated  to  their  ctothing, 
and  if  there  is  any  suiplus,  it  is  added  to  llie  general  fimd. 
The  last  report  states,  that  the  deficiency  of  the  charity 
during  the  last  year  arises  from  deaths  and  change  of  resi- 
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i]ence  of  the  subseribars,,  and  the  reduction  of  the  foor  per 
<;enc.  stocks;  and  urges  as  a  Biotive  to  renewed  energy 
the  ioUowing  interestim^  statement  :—-*^  Smce  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  institution,  five  hundred  females  have 
iieen  educated  and  disehargied^  fiilly  competent  to  under- 
take domestic  situations  in  femikies^  and  have  by  &eir 
laithful  and  bonesi  servitade  demonstrated  the  dfeep  im<* 
portance  of  imiiressing  on  yoathfui  minds  sound  priaei- 
pies  of  reli^km  and  morality/' 


This  school  spcang  foHxt  a  number  of  smaller  ones, 
which  were  respectively  supported  by  the  benevofence  of 
private  individuals.  It  is  entirely  composed  of  about  70 
females,  who  are  taught  the  rudiments  of  learning,  aod 
various  branches  of  plain  sewing,  &e.  The  original 
schools  were  formed  into  this  one  estaUisbment  in  die 
year  ]816,  and  a  portion  of  the  bmilding  occupied  by  the 
^hie  coat  scholars  assigned  to  it.  Mrs.  Ann  Richards  is 
the  mistress,  whose  discretion  and  ability  eminently  qua- 
lify her  for  the  situation.  The  management  is  confided 
4;o  a  committee  of  ladies,  under  the  direction  of  the  na- 
tional central  society  in  London.  The  charity  is  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  subscriptions,  which,  together  with 
a  year's  dividend  on  9597.  produced  in  182d-3Q,  Ae  sum 
of  94/.  6s.  lOd. — the  year's  disbursements  being  only 
€8/.  I2s.  lOd.  Connected  with  this  charity  is  a  fund  for 
clothing  the  children;  the  produce  of  which,  with  work 
done  by  the  scholars,  and  their  pennies  a  week,  amounted 
last  year  to  34/.  14s.  4d.  and  the  disbursements,  inde- 
pendent of  several  gratuitous  presentations,  to  25/.  lOs*  9d« 
This  charity  is  very  handsomely  supported. 

Diocesan  ^Miool* 

This  institution  was  establi^ed  Jan.  2, 1812,  by  pub- 
lic subscription,  under  the  patronage  of  the  bishop  of 
Chester.    Its  object  and  design  were  to  promote  the  edu- 
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cation  of  poor  children  in  the  principles  of  the  established 
churchj  within  the  diocese  of  Chester,  by  the  formation 
and  encouragement  of  new  schools,  and  the  remodelling 
of  old  ones  if  necessary,  to  be  conducted  on  the  Madras 
system,  and  in  union  with  the  national  institution,  esta- 
blished in  London.  It  was  also  designed  to  afford  pecu- 
niary aid  to  those  schools  which  most  needed  it ;  to  supply 
the  school  under  its  care  with  proper  books ;  and  when  a 
central  school  should  be  established,  to  furnish  teachers 
acquainted  with  the  new  system,  and  capable  of  arrang- 
ing and  conducting  a  school;  also  to  receive  and  instruct 
persons  who  wished  to  become  acquainted  with  the  new 
mode  of  teaching.  A  school  was  immediately  formed  on 
this  plan,  and  for  several  years  embraced  all  its  original 
objects ;  it  is  now,  however,  principally  confined  to  the 
tuition  of  its  own  scholars.  The  building  is  situated  on 
the  south  side  of  ihe  top  of  George- street ;  is  80  feet  long 
by  33  wide,  and  is  capable  of  instructing  400  children  ; 
there  is  also  a  good  house  ac^oining  for  the  master.  This, 
like  most  of  our  other  public  charities,  is  supported  by 
benefactions  and  annual  subscriptions,  and  the  institution 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  According  to  the  last 
report,  the  number  of  boys  taught  in  the  school  is  201. 
The  present  master  is  Mr.  Thomas  Richards,  who  has 
creditably  held  the  situation  since  the  first  establishment 
of  the  school. 


^ad  ann  €auntm  of  AKMtbmor'fli  %0)oaU 
This  is  a  fine  lofty  brick  building,  situated  on  the 
north-side  of  St.  John's  church  yard,  and  was  erected  in 
the  year  1813,  for  the  gratuitous  education  of  the  children 
of  the  poor.  It  consists  of  two  stories,  the  lower  onp  of 
which  is  occupied  by  boys,  and  the  upper  by  girls.  Both 
rooms  are  fitted  up  in  the  most  complete  manner  with 
benches,  desks,  &c.  and  capable  of  holding  800  children. 
The  present  number  taught  are  300  boys  and  200  girls. 
This  excellent  institution  was  built  at  the  sole  expence  <of 
4he  Earl  and  Countess  of  Grosvenor,  the  latter  of  whom 
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talvcs  the  females  under  her  especial  protection,  numbers 
of  whom  are  annually  furnished  with  decent  dresses. 
By  the  munificence  of  these  noble  individuals  also  a 
master  and  mistress  are  provided  with  a  handsome  salary 
and  a  good  dwelling-house;  the  children  are  entirely 
supplied  with  books^  slates,  and  every  requisite  for  tui- 
tion; and  on  New-year's,  day  every  year,  an  excellent 
dinner  of  roast  beef  and  plum-pudding  is  provided  at  bis 
lordship's  cost,  who,  with  other  branches  of  his  &mily, 
usually  attend ;  when  his  lordship  delivers  an  appropriate 
address  to  the  scholars,  distributing  an  immense  quantity 
of  bodks  to  those  children  who  have  been  returned  by  the 
master  as  deserving  of  distinction  for  their  progress  in 
learning  or  good  behaviour.  This  ceremony  is  distin- 
guished as  peculiarly  interesting;  and  it  is  one  which 
cannot  be  witnessed  without  sensations  of  delight.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  continued  to  be  the  judicious 
master  and  rafistress  of  this  school  since  its  establishment. 


^H^esto:  Infant  ^oote. 

This  interesting  institution  may  be  said  to  have  ori- 
ginated with  a  few  benevolent  individuals  who  suggested 
the  desirableness  of  an  Infant  School  in  Chester  to  the 
bishop,  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Blomfield,  since  translated  to 
the  see  of  London.  His  lordship  warmly  concurred  with 
them  in  the  design,  the  civil  authorities  of  the  place 
promptly  lent  their  aid,  and  at  a  numerous  and  respecta- 
ble meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chester^  holden  at  the 
Exchange  on  the  22nd  Nov.  1825^  the  society  was  formed 
according  to  the  plans  and  regulations  proposed  by  the 
bishop,  who  may  indeed  be  regarded  as  its  fostering  father. 

Its  first  school,  in  the  Kale  Yards,  which  was  raised 
by  subscription,  was  opened  in  July,  1826,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Swindells,  the  mistress  of  it.  The 
society  incurred  a  debt  of  about  100/.  by  the  erection  of 
the  building,  &c. ;  to  enable  them  to  pay  this,  a  bazaar 
was  set  on  foot,  under  the  patronage  of  Mrs.  Blomfield, 
which  was  so  liberally  supported  by  herself  and  the  ladies 
of  Chester  and  the  neighbourhood,  as  to  produce  the  sum 
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of  357/«  The  society  was  thus  enabled  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  their  institution  to  other  parts  of  Chester.  A 
second  school  was  opened  in  Boughton  in  Oct.  18279  of 
which  Mrs.  Prichard  is  the  mistress;  and  in  August, 
1828^  a  third  school  was  opened  in  Handbridge,  of  which 
Mrs.  Smith  is  the  nustress.  There  have  been  about  900 
children  received  into  these  three  schools,  which  are 
calculated  to  accommodate  about  380  at  once ;  the  num- 
ber in  them  at  present  is  25Q.  The  deficiency  is  at  the 
two  last  m^ationed  schools,  which  wil^  we  trust,  be  better 
filled  when  the  inhabitants  of  those  districts  have  learned 
to  appreciate  the  benefits  which  their  children  might 
derive  from  infant  education.  The  schools  are  supported 
by  the  weekly  pence  paid  by  the  parents,  one  penny  for 
each  child,  and  by  anniial  subscriptions.  The  expendi- 
ture of  the  society  at  present  exceeds  the  receipts  by  30/. 
per  annum,  which  I  mention  here,  in  the  hope  that  some 
benevolent  individuals  whose  eye  meets  this  statement, 
may  be  induced  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  this  excel- 
lent charity.  The  success  of  its  labours  has  quite  equalled 
the  expectations  which  were  formed  of  it  as  regards  the 
improvement  of  the  children.  Its  schools  are  found  to 
foe  admirably  fitted  for  the  formation  of  their  tempers  and 
dispositions,  and  it  is  surprising  hew  much  useful  know- 
ledge their  minds  are  capable  o^  even  at  their  early  age. 
I  may,  however,  observe,  tliat  in  the  Chester  Infant 
Schools  no  endeavour  is  made  to  give  to  the  children 
either  such  knowledge  as  is  not  adapted  to  their  years  or 
to  their  station  in  life.  They  are  taught  the  simple 
elements  of  religion,  and  usefiil  knowledge ;  they  are 
exercised  in  the  delightfiil  occupation  of  singing  the 
praises  of  their  great  Creator,  and  are  trained  up  inhabits 
of  obedience,  of  gentleness  and  love  towards  each  other. 
These  schools  thus  become  useful  nurseries  for  the  more 
advanced  national  schools.  By  their  joint  co-operation, 
under  the  Divine  blessing,  it  may  be  hoped  that  many 
children  have  been  effectualty  brought  unto  Him,  who 
said^  ^  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
them  not,  for  of  sueh  is  the  kingdom  of  God/'— The  Rev. 
Rebert  Yarker  is  secretary  and  treasurer  to  the  society. 
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^opnlatton  of  €f)tittt. 


The  popalatioQ  of  this  city  has  varied  at  different 
periods^  but  has  been  on  the  Increase  almost  ever  since 
the  time  in  which  we  have  any  authentic  data  by  which 
to  ascertain  its  extent.  By  a  document  given  in  a  pre- 
ceding part  of  this  work  it  appears,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  there  were  431  houses  ki  Chester 
which  paid  tax  to  the  king,  and  56  others  which  paid  tax 
to  the  bishop ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  these 
numbers  included  the  whole  population  of  the  city,  as 
there  might  have  been  honses  exempt  irom  paying  taxes 
to  the  king  or  bishop*  It  appears  from  the  survey,  that 
when  Hii^h  Lupus  received  the  city  of  Chester  from  the 
hands  of  William  the  Conqueror,  its  value  was  much 
diminished  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edward,  205  houses  out  of  431,  which  had  formerly  paid 
taxes,  being  then  in  ruins,  none  having  been  rebuilt  when 
the  survey  was  taken.  We  have  no  intermediate  accounts 
of  the  population  of  Chester  till  the  year  1774,  when  the 
inhabitants  having  been  numbered  under  the  superintend- 
ance  of  the  late  Dr.  Haygarth,  then  resident  in  the  city, 
they  were  found  to  be  14,713.  It  appears  by  the  returns 
made  under  the  act  for  ascertaining  the  population  of  the 
.kingdom  in  1801,  that  the  total  number  of  inhabitants 
was  then  15,152;  and  taking  both  these  accounts  to  be 
correct,  the  actual  increase  in  27  years  was  but  793  indi- 
viduals. The  official  census  of  181 1,  gives  the  population 
at  17^472,  shewing  the  increase  within  the  preceding  ten 
years  to  be  2,320 ;  and  the  census  of  1821,  numbers  the 
inhabitants  at  19,949— from  which  it  appears,  that  the 
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increase  in  the  interval  between  1811  and  182T,  was  na 
less  than  2477*  This  statement  certainly  does  not  exhibit 
any  symptoms  of  decay  in  the  ancient  city  of  Chester. 
By  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  a  new 
census  is  directed  to  be  taken  in  1831,  and  if  an  extraor-- 
dinary  accumulation  of  dwellings,  erected  in  the  city 
within  the  last  ten  years,  be  a  &ir  criterion,  it  may  be 
presumed,  that  our  population  at  that  period  will  nearly 
approach  24,000.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  as  given 
in  the  last  census  is  thus  distributed  in  the  different 
parishes : — 

St.  Bridget's 805^ 

Cathednd  aod  Little  St.  John's  270 

St.  John's 5098 

St.Mwtfai'« d65 

St^Mwy's 3376 

St  Michael's 712 

St.Olaye'8 587 

St  Oswald's 4334 

St.  Peter's 1016 

Spital Boag^tOD,  extra paroekUdy 150 

Holy  Trinity 3036 

19,949 


2Lx  K, 


rttijuti* 
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Cl^r  H^ubitrlbflE^ 


HAvmc  hoticed  the  principal  objects  worthy  of 
observation  within  the  city,  t  shall  briefly  direct  the 
reade^^s  attention  to  the  subarbd,  and  to  the  main  roads 
leading  from  thence,  taktog  them  in  the  order  of  east, 
west,  north,  and  south.  On  the  eastern  part  of  the  city, 
after  passing  Bonghtoti,  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the 
turnpike^road,  is  the  tillage  of  Christleton,  wher6  there 
is  a  good  church,  of  which  the  Rev.  Mostyn  Lloyd  Is 
rector,  and  the  Rev.  Evan  £vans,  curate.  In  this  village 
there  Me  several  e)ccelleht  mansions  and  respectable 
residents,  among  whom  may  be  nutnbered  Townshend 
Ince,  3.  Taylor,  Tiiomas  Hodson,  -^  Parkin,  Edqrs.  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Pulford,  the  two  latter  of  Whom  direct 
prosperous  academies  for  the  educatSoii  of  youn^  gentle 
men.  About  a  mile  from  Christleton  is  the  Village  of 
Rowton,  and  three  miles  from  thence  of  Handley,  from 
whetice  the  road  directs  id  BamfaHf,  near  to  which  stands 
Bolesworth  Castle,  the  residence  of  George  Walmsley, 
Esq.  A  new  line  has  lately  b^en  cut  froni  thiifootof 
the  hill  to  M'alpas,  thfMrgh  which  the  coach  road  now 
passes  to  Whitchurch,  iShrewsbury,  and  Birmingham. 

Trotn  Boughton,  another  line  of  road  turns  to  the 
left,  passes  Vicar's  Cross  and  Littleton,  where  there  are 
two  elegant  mansions,  one  built  by  the  late  Alderman 
Seller,  and  the  other  by  Thomas  Dixon,  Esq.  banker; 
and  onward  to  Ttirvin,  a  respectable  village,  having  a 
good  church,  and  some  eio^ellent  houses.  Here  the  main 
road  divides  into  tWb,  the  one  taking  the  direction  of  the 
Forest  of  Delamere,  Northwich,  and  Manchester,  and  the 
other  passing  on  to  Tarporley  and  Kantwich,  towards 
L6ttdon.r-.At  t!be  vilfage  of  Hoole,  on  the  road  leading 

vol..  II.  F  F 
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from  Flookersbrook  to  the  Traffords,  Dunham,  FrodBham, 
and  Warrington,  there  are  several  pleasant  mansions, 
particularly  those  of  the  Rev.  P.  W.  Hamilton,  J.  Sedg- 
wick, Esq.  and  Lady  Broughton,  the  latter  of  whom  has 
some  of  the  finest  gardens  in  the  county ;  Henry  Hesketb, 
Esq.  and  the  Misses  Parker,  not  far  distant,  have  also 
delightfully  situated  dwellings. 

The  environs  on  the  western  side  of  the  city,  ap- 
proached through  the  Water-gate,  consist  principally  of  a 
fine  level  tract  of  country,  called  the  Sands,  about  six 
miles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth,  over 
which  the  sea  formerly  flowed,  but  which  has  been  reco- 
vered from  the  waters  by  the  pei-severing  efforts  of  the 
River  Dee  Ck)mpany.  This  tract  of  country  is  divided 
into  good  farms,  extremely  fertile,  yielding  all  kinds  of 
agricultural  produce  iu  abundance,  and  is  particularly 
distinguished  for  the  excellency  of  its  potatoes. 

The  north  part  of  the  vicinity  has  some  excellent 
land,  and  two  or  three  good  mansions.  At  Mollington, 
on  the  Parkgate  road,  is  a  handsome  house,  the  residence 
of  John  Feilden,  Esq.  and  at  Bache^  on  the  road  to 
Eastham  and  the  ferries  on  the  Mersey,  is  an  ancient  hall, 
occupied  by  R.  H.  Hughes,  Esq.  banker.  At  a  little 
beyond  the  latter,  a  short  distance  from  the  road  on  the 
left,  stands  a  large  building,  erected  under  the  direction 
of  the  county  magistrates,  as  a  county  lunatic  asylum. 
This  benevolent  institution  was  raised  at  the  expence  of  the 
county,  to  which  that  never  failing  source  of  revenue,  the 
river  Weaver,  materially  contributed.  It  occupies,  with 
its  gardens,  airing  grounds  and  roads,  ten  statute  acres 
of  land,  which  was  purchased  from  the  late  Rev.  Sir  Philip 
Egerton,  Bart.  The  terms  for  maintaining  lunatic  pau- 
pers belonging  to  the  county  are  7s.  6d.  per  week ;  and 
those  beyond  its  limit^j  lOs.  The  unfortunate  inmates  of 
a  higher  class  are  provided  for  by  special  agreement. 
Present  number  of  lunatics  in  the  house  between  fifty  and 
sixty. 

The  plan  of  the  building  (for  which  see  the  accom- 
panying plate),  prepared  by  W.  Cole,  jun.  Esq.  county 
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architect,  was  selected  by  tAe  county  magistrates  from  a 
Tariety  of  others  that  were  submitted  for  their  considera- 
tion (and  to  it  was  awarded  tibe  first  premium),  whidhj 
with  little  or  no  variation,  has  been  carried  into  effect. 
The  contractor  was  Mr*  W.  Quay,  of  Neston,  who  has 
^ven  complete  satis&ction  in  the  execution  of  the  work. 
The  building  is  of  brick,  with  dressings  of  stone ;  it  was 
commenced  in  the  month  of  March,  1827,  and  completed 
for  the  reception  «f  patients  in  September,  1829— a  rery 
short  period,  considering  the  extent  of  the  undertaking. 
LI.  Jones,  M.D.  is  the  physician,  Mr.  W.  Rose  medical 
superintendant,  and  Mrs.  Bird«  matron  of  the  institution. 
The  following  description  of  this  extensive  ^ifice, 
I'Hth  its  particular  arrangements,  has  been  drawn  up  with 
great  accuracy,  and  will  afford  a  correct  view  of  its  accom-^ 
modations  and  arrangements  :-— 

The  site  of  llie  bsScUDg  is  M  desirable  n  gouM  posslblj  be  wished  for 
Sttdi  an  establishment ;  it  is  suffidenAj  demted,  and  has  a  considerable  fidl 
to  the  west,  by  which  means  its  drainage  is  eomplete,  rendering  thereby  the 
buildhig  as  well  as  the  gnmnds  pofbcdy  dry.  The  surrounding  country  is 
open,  and  free  from  any  objects  that  might  obstruct  pure  air  and  ventilation ; 
and  to  the  west,  which  is  the  prospect  seen  from  the  galleries  of  the  patidits, 
commands  an  extensive  and  beautiful  view  into  Wales  and  part  of  ChesUre. 

It  was  designed  to  acconmiodate  nine^  patients  in  the  whole,  with 
apartments  arranged  to  contain  twenty  patients  out  of  that  number  for  a 
better  dass,  who  could  alBnd  to  pay  for  thehr  own  maintenance;  the  remain- 
der was  devoted  to  pauper  patients,  lo  be  kqpt  by  ihek  respective  tewndiips 
and  parishes.  i 

The  genend  foim  of  the  bnUding,  with  Its  entrance  from  ihe  nudn  road, 
its  various  ahdng  grounds  and  yards,  will  be  better  comprdiended  from  the 
plan  subjoined  than  from  description. 

At  the  general  entrance  from  the  main  road  is  situated  a  lodge,  occupied 
by  the  gardener  and  his  wife,  the  latter  acting  as  keeper  to  this  entrance,  but 
the  prindpal  and  only  entrance  to  the  predncts  of  the  establishment  is,  ai 
shewn  on  the  plan,  entoed  by  gates  in  thegreat  court  in  front  of  the  building, 
at  which  gates  is  dtuated,  the  lodge  occupied  by  the  head  porter,  who  is 
answerable  for  every  person  that  may  go  to  or  from  the  asylum,  or  any  thing 
that  may  be  brought  out  or  into  It. 

The  bttHding  consists  of  a  centre  with  two  front  wings  and  two  return 
ones ;  the  centre  behig  four  stories  in  hdght  is,  with  the  basement  story  of  the 
two  front  wfaigs,  devoted  to  the  domestic  part  of  the  establishment,  whilst  the 
vemalnder  of  the  front  wings,  and  the  whole  of  the  return  whigs,  are  occupied 
by  the  patients,  and  are  tiuree  stories  in  height,  those  on  the  north  side  of  the 
centre  building  by  the  female  patients,  and  tiiose  on  the  south  by  the  male. 
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On  the  plan  li  ihewn  tbe  dom«ftk  yaids,  thai  eommmiicaie  with  the 
hasement  itory  of  the  front  win^  which  as  befoie-mentioned  are  deroted  to 
tedoBMillo  patt  of  the  eetahHahmeaty  and  eonafet,  with  Ae  baeement  etoiy  of 
the  ecntie  MUlng*  of  a  UtehcQ  and  ill olfioea;  lartef  Mr^t  and atoie* 
looisi ;  a  lanndxy  (in  which  is  fixed  a  complete  drying-Jtore),  and  waah. 
house,  a  brew  and  bake-honae,  with  neosssary  cellais,  and  otiier  minor  officer 
Below  the  basement  story  and  eonunnnicating  from  the  sank  area,  are  sitn- 
alid  the  atovcsftirbeatJag  and  vcntOatiag  the  building.  TlwbaaamflPtatoiy 
itaelf  la  five  feet  bdow  the  knrel  of  the  sunoaDding  gwund,  bnt  having  an 
area  round  the  whole,  laid  with  flags  and  well  draine4»  with  a  sloping  bank 
of  grass  extending  fifteen  feet  from  the  bailding,  renders  it  perfectly  dry. 
In  the  north  and  south  retnni  winga  aie  the  deeping  lOoms  and  gallaka  of 
the  worst  eUmofpatlentSiWllii  their  wpeetiveairinffamuidaKQa.  I  andOt 
in  the  south  airing  ground  No.  1,  belonging  ta  the  males,  is  a  well  of  pure 
spring  water,  hi  which  is  fixed  a  forcing  pump,  tP  fill  the  dstems  at  the  top 
of  the  building  hereafter  spoken  of,  whidi  is  worked  by  means  of  an  ap« 
light  ryitfM,  with  ftnur  horiiontal  aims,  and  aifaida  exsKiae  to  the  patienta, 
as  twenty  may  work  it  at  the  sametime»  so  that  it  may  beeome  mete  n  soavee 
of  recreation  than  labour.  There  is  an  intevnal  qommupication  to  the  gaUerici 
on  tills  story  from  the  passages  of  theofiices  in  the  front  wings,  as  well  as  a  di- 
rect external  one  from  the  domeatic  yard,  the  latter  being  of  some  oonseqnenee 
to  this  dass  of  patients,  as  must  be  wdl  known' to  pcnons  stall  acquainted 
with  establishments  of  this  Und. 

The  ground  or  prindpal  floor  is  entesed  from  a  portioo  which  oommnni- 
cates  to  the  great  court  bjr  two  flights  of  ateps ;  on  this  floor  in  the  eentue 
building  is  dtnated  the  superhitendant*s  and  matron's  dtting  sooms,  with  • 
phyddan's  room,  and  waithig  room.  The  sleeping  rooms  and  galleriea  in 
the  front  winga  are  for  the  better  dass  of  patients,  and  in  the  retnm  wbigs  vn 
the  sleeping  moms  and  galleiiea  £ar  the  second  dass  of  pauper  patlenta  t  in 
the  east  gallery  in  the  return  wings  am  two  day  looms  Noa.  €,  6,  and  7)  7 ; 
Nos.  6,  6  being  open  to  the  galleriea  are  paitiottlady  light  and  ehoerfiU, 
and  the  keeper's  rooms  being  dtuate  at  No.  3»  willinvindow  looking  into 
the  day  rooms  No.  6,  commands  a  view  of  what  is  gsing  tnwnd.  in  both. 
The  arrangements  in  the  front  and  return  wings  on  tlie  second  floor  are  simL. 
bur  in  every  respect  to  the  pidndpal  floor  jastdmcribed,  bat  in  the  centre 
building,  over  the  ^uperintendanfs  and  matroB*e  room  and  passage  iatho 
committee-room,  which  will  likewise  serve  as  a  ahapd»  and  the  front  mkmm 
ate  occupied  by  the  supecintendant  aa  bed-roems,  Ac  The  whole  of  the 
third  story  of  the  centre  building  is  taken  ip  by  die  bed«nwms  of  the  women 
servants,  together  with  the  matfona.  The  aiang  rounds  Nos.  3  and  flbdong 
to  the  north  and  sonth  galleries  of  the  tot  floor,  and  Nos.  6  and  141  to  the 
seeond  floor.  The  ahring  gnmnds  Nos*  4  and  9  behmg  to  the  gaUeries  of 
the  better  dass  of  patients,  and  from  the  dooif  utuated  at  the  extremity  of  the 
yards  Nos.  4,  9,  6  and  10,  the  better  dms  «f  patients  can  oommunicate  with 
their  req^tective  phsasure  grounds,  and  the  convalescent  paupers  admitl^  to 
clean  the  pleasure  grounds,  or  to  work  in  the  gardens  $  each  airing  ground 
bdongmg  to  the  pauper  patients  is  commanded  from  the  windows  of  its  )^ 
spective  day  or  keeper's  room.  Nos.  4  and  9  are  inQ>ected  from  thesnper- 
intendant's  and  matron's  dtting-rooms,  and  in  all  the  airing  gmnnds  eoxered 
walks  have  been  erfcted  for  the  exerdae  of  patients  in  hot  ox  dan^i  weathec 
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I  Sttpciinteodant'illoom 
3  MatroD*s  Room 
3  Receiving  Room 


CenJUr  Building. 

;  4  Apothecary*!  Room 
6  Principal  Stafar  Caaa 
6  Portico 


I  1 1  Galleries 
3  2  3  Dormatories 

3  Keeper's  Room 

4  Ratbs 


North  Wing — Female  Department. 


5  Water  Closets 
6&7  Day  Rooms 

9  Patients*  Stair  Cases  from    the    difTcrfut 
Stories  to  the  Airing  Grounds 


111  Galleries 
3  33  Dormatories 

3  Keeper's  Room 

4  Baths 


SoiUh  Wing — Male  Dqxirtment, 


5  Water  Closets 
6  b  7  Day  Rooms 

9  Patients*  SUir  Case 


The  single  lines  that  traverse  the  Airing  Grounds  denote  the  Drains. 


A.  Domestic  Yards 
II  1 1  Coal  Houses,  Ash  Pit,  Cinder  Riddle,  &c. 
3  33  Rain  Water  Cisterns 
3  3  Cisterns  for  washing  out  the  Drains 
4  Inner  Porter's  Lodge 
b  Bed  Room  to  ditto 


6  Stables 

7  Straw  Houses 

9  Pits  for  Waste  Straw 
9  Dead  House 

10  Cart  Shed 

11  Carpenter's  Shop. 


r»ti 
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The  general  eommuniciition  fbr  the  domeitifi  establithmcirt  to  the  gMdeim, 
b  from  the  west  entrance,  in  the  centre  building, '^long  a  parage  b^ween  the 
vflSs  «f  the  airing  grounds  Noi.  4  and  9. 

In  th#  o^itre  Ymildiiig  it  conntraoted  a  ttono  geometrical  atair^icwe  (see 
plan  Nob  ^)  from  the  basement  story  to  the  thijrd  floor,  and  is  the  co^nnmnica- 
tion  for  t^e  establishment  to  the  galleries  of  the  better  class  of  patients,  4s  well 
as  to  their  own  rooms ;  each  gallery  in  the  north  and  south  return  wings  hat 
a  sepante  and  diatlnct  stair-case  to  Its  own  individual  airing  gvound,  and  the 
stair-case  marked  No.  8  eommunicatss  with  all  the  stories  in  the  front  and 
return  wings,  by  which  means  the  ke^iers  are  enabled  ^>  render  immediate 
assistance  to  one  another  in  case  of  need. 

Attached  to  all  the  galleries  upon  each  story  are  hot,  cold,  and  shower 
hi^ha,  with  elQsetSy  lenllerieB,  Ax.  and  «n  uofU  psofision  is  made  in  the 
supply  of  water,  as  over  the  day  room.  No.  ^  6 ;  in  the  front  wings  are  A^a^i. 
laige  cisterns,  which  being  regularly  filled  by  means  of  the  pump  before, 
mentioned,  supply  the  whole  of  the  establishment.  There  are  likewise  large 
tanks  in  the  domcstie  yards  that  receive  the  rain  water  from  the  rooA,  fup» 
plying  the  oflloes  in  the  baeenent  stoiy  with  soft  water. 

TTbe  only  part  of  the  suburbs  remaining  to  be  no- 
ticed are  those  on  the  south,  approached  through  the 
Bridge-gate.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Dee,  stands  old 
Handbridge,  where  in  the  olden  times,  if  tradition  is  to 
be  credited,  many  a  mortal  conflict  has  taken  place  be- 
tween the  citizens  and  their  Welsh  invaders ;  and  near  to 
which,  a  little  inclining  to  the  west,  are  yet  to  be  seen  a 
curious  relique  of  antiquity.  In  a  field  on  the  right  of 
Handbridge,  called  Bdgat^s  Field,  is  an  ancient  piece  of 
sculpture,  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the  figure  of  Pallas 
(the  Dea  aarmigera  of  the  Romans) .  The  goddess  appears 
in  her  warlike  dress,  with  her  bird  and  altar.  Adjoining 
this  figure,  is  a  considerable  indention  in  the  rock,  to 
which  tradition  has  given  the  name  of  Edgar's  cave. 
The  sculpture  is  certainly  of  great  antiquity,  being  noticed 
by  Malmesbury,  who  wrote  in  1140;  by  Hoveden,  in 
1 192 ;  by  Selden,  Camden,  the  Polychronicon,  and  the 
Saxon  Chronicle;  and  Dr.  Cowper,  in  a  note  on  bis 
<ai  Penseroso,''  about  17479  says,  <<  The  foundations  of  bis 
(Edgar's)  princely  mansion,  are  now  apparent  just  below 
Chester  bridge  southward."  Beyond  this,  several  centu- 
ries ago^  stood  some  ancient  buildings,  whose  site  is 
marked  by  certain  hollows ;  for,  says  Pennant,  who  wrote 
about  1778,  the  ground  (probably  over  the  vaults)  gave 
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way  and  fell  in  within  the  remembrance  of  persons  now 
alive.  Tradition  calls  the  spot  the  site  of  the  palace  of 
Edgar.  Nothing  is  now  left,  from  which  any  judgment 
«an  be  formed,  whether  it  had  been  a  Soman  building,  as 
Dr«  Stukeley  surmises ;  or  Saxan^  according  to  the  pre- 
sent notion ;  or  Norman^  according  to  Braun^  who,  in 
his  ancient  plan  of  this  eity,*  styles  the  ruin$,  then 
actually  existing,  Ruinosa  domus  Comitis  CeMriensis. 
Perhaps  it  might  have  been  used  succesvdvaty  by  one  of 
them,  who  added  or  iaiproved  according  to  their *Yesp^o»  - 
tive  national  modes.  *■    ' 

Immediately  on  rising  the  hill  at^HanjS^rfdg^^^re   - 
is  a  good  road,  turning  to  the  left,  allied  Ecx^lestofi-lane.  ^ 
At  a  short  distance  on  the  road  toJBHMtonthe 


hand  4de,  stands  Netberlegh-house,  the  residence  and 
property  of  Sir  John  Cot;greave,t  who  served^i^^es  of 

*^   ( \ 

*  Thia  ftncient  ^lan,  which  is  -iMir  Teiy  scarce^  ww  pahliAed  m 
year  1574.  The  ftadioriirM  Ware  of  this  rare  document  being  In 
«nd  in  the  eaiply  tpan  «f  liis  labours  Isiedfid  an  ad^ertiaeinent  in  hJa 
MUMWDcing,  **  tb%t  if  any  gentleman  had  it  in  possession,  and  would 
an  engraving  to  be  taken  of  it,  the  obligationirouldhe  equdSy  ftlttpf  ibe 
advertiser,  and  appreciated  by  the  public.**  -f  he  appUcation,  ^wever,  was 
QDiueoessfoi,  untft  alier  a  iapsfe  of  neiuAf  18  months,  when  his  w<n^w1» 
tewing  towatds  t  dotfe,  the  author  lefmt  that  this  predoua  mOrcf^  had 
bean  jiavedfixr  sale  in  the  hands  of  a  Chester  bookseller,  by  a  Cbal^'feia- 
flemom  wlio  affects  a  mighty  respect  for  our  antiquities,  and  wbo^a*  assigned 
diftrent  reaaone  to  different  indHjdiisb  for  withholding  ft  hoai  ^t^  jvm. 
In  Aflodier  part,  it  wilt  be  theauthor*s  duty  and  pleasure  to  acknowledge  hit 
obligations  to  many  gentlemen  who  have  honoured  him  with  their  Idnd  assist- 
ance ;  and  he  cannot  do  less  than  Iflh*  same  time  noticcu  with  peeuUar 
feelings  ot  grafUmde^  the  tiberal  treatment  he  haajiu^^lluded  to.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  author  is  Inppy  to  say,  that  through  the  kindness  of  Mt. 
Seaoome,  bookseller,  he  has  been  fa^oufed  with  an  inspection  of  this  curious 
document  It  is  now  256  years  since  the  publication  of  this  plan,  at  which 
period  several  ancient  edifices  were  standing,  that  have  long  since  mouldered 
Into  dust,  and  the  very  places  where  they  stood  are  no  longer  known.  Ii^thia 
point  of  view  this  rdique  may  be  considered  importaBt,  and  the  author  has 
Availed  himself  of  its  information,  which  will  be  ^ven  at  the  end  of  thr  wttk' 
in  an  addenda. 

I 

f  The  Cotgreaves  of  Netherlegh  spring  from  a  yooager  brandi  of  the 
€otgnavca  of  Malpas,  who  were  descended  from  Robert  Fitihu|^,  baion  of 
Malpas.  The  ancient  line  became  extinct  in  the  year  1361,  by  taason  of  the 
marriage  of  the  hdress  with  the  Brereton*s.    The  family  is  bow  vepreaented 


?». 
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mayor  of  Chester  ia  1815,  when  be  received  the  bonour 
of  knightbood  from  King  George  IIL  on  presenting  an 
address  to  his  majesty,  on  the  marriage  of  the  late  Prin* 
cess  Charlotte  of  Wales.  It  is  beautifully  situated,  com* 
mands  a  fine  view  of  the  city,  and  is  surrounded  by  some 
excellent  garden-ground.  The  ancient  mansion  is  within 
a  moated  site,  and  is  now  occupied  as  a  farm-hoase* 
During  the  siege  of  Chester  in  1645,  this  house  wal»  forti* 
fied  by  the  parliamentary  general,  Sir  William  Brereton, 
who  fixed  his  head^quarters  there.* 

A  few  hundred  yards  beyond  Netheriegh- bouse,  oa 
the  right  band,  is  a  neat  stone  lodge,  from  whence  there 
is  a  beautiful  drive  to  Eaton-hall ;  and  nearly  opposite  to 
the  former,  a  handsome  mansion,  the  property  and  resi- 
dence of  Aid.  J.  S.  Rogers,  to  whioh  the  appellation  of 
The  Green  Bank  has  been  given.  But  a  very  short  di8-> 
tance  from  hence,  on  the  same  side,  there  is  a  delightfully 
situated  villa,  overhanging  and  commanding  a  fine  view 
of  the  windings  of  the  Dee,  whose  site  has  from  the 
remotest  ages  been  known  by  the  name  of /ron  Brieve, 
the  property  of  Earl  Grosvenor,  and  now  occupied  by 

hf  Sir  JohD  Gytgiesve,  of  Netheriegh.  The  CotgreaTei  of  Onflden  SuU 
ton  were  alto  of  this  family.  Balph,  second  son  of  Thomas  Cotgreave, 
of  Chester,  settled  tlieie  in  1616,  acoovSing  to  the  pedigree  now  in  pos. 
session  of  Sir  John,  from  which  it  is  pietty  w^  established,  that  this 
gentleman  is  the  presumptive  heir  and  representative  of  this  famflj.  What 
renders  this  the  more  probable  is,  that  the  arms  of  the  Ooilden  Sattoo 
family  are  predsdy  the  same  as  those  always  used  by  the  Netheriegh  famUy. 
Among  other  estates,  that  of  Netherlei^  was  given  by  John  Lacy,  constable 
of  Chester,  and  baron  of  Halton,  to  Adam  Dntton,  and  granted  in  trust  to 
Herbert  de  Orreby  by  Geo£&ey  de  Dntton,  about  1370,  when  he  went  with 
the  crusaders.  It  was  afterwards  held  under  the  Warburton*s  by  the  €hveby*8 
of  Oawsworth,  and  passed  by  marriage  whh  an  heuess  to  the  Fitton*s,  and 
subsequenUy  to  the  Stanley's  of  Alderley,  who  sold  it  in  1736  to  John  Cot- 
greave,  Esq.  tlien  mayor  <^  Chester.  His  son,  Thomas  Cotgreave,  Esq. 
in  1790  devised  the  estate  to  his  brother,  John  Cotgreave,  with  lenudnder  in 
de&ult  ,of  issue,  to  the  present  proprietor,  his  heir  at  law,  who  assumed  tlie 
name  and  arms  of  Cotgreave  in  1706.  The  ooat  armorial  of  the  family, 
which  is  subjoined,  ha^  been  gratuitonsly  presented  by  Sir  John,  for  tliis 
work. 

*  Numerous  andent  reliqnes  have  been  found  near  Netherlegh-house, 
for  an  acoonnt  of  which  ste  Antiquititi. 
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Mrsb  Lyon.  About  a  tnile  fiirther  on^  we  eater  tbe  rund 
tHInge  of  Eedestoo,  whicb  conUias  several  Excellent 
residenees,  a  fine  chnrcln  of  nrfaich  tbe  Revr  C.  Mjrtloii  is 
rector^  with  six  musioal  bells«  and  a  good  inn.  Every 
olJGet  in  and  about  this  village  presents  a  scene  of  order, 
cleanKnefS^  and  beauty,  highly  eaptivating;  and  realises 
to  a  contemplative  wanderer,  on  a  calm  sumHi^r's  even^^ 
in^,  tlie  finest  exliibititi^n  imaginable  of  tlie  beaacies  of 
nature  and  the  culture  of  art.  A  few  himdred  yards 
beyond  Eccleston,  is  a  fefry-boat  across  the  Dee^  with 
wiiiob  as  connedted  a  road  leading  to  the  viUages  of 
Aldfard^  Churton-heath,  Saighton,  &c.  And  within  a 
mile  still  further  south,  risel  the  sumptuous  and  magnifi- 
oent .  edifice  of  Eaton  Hall,  the  residence  of  the  Right 
Hoaw  Earl  Orosvenor.  This  splendid  mansl6n  Ibrms  an 
object  of  universal  attraction  to  travellers  from  all  parts 
of  tbe  coaatry,  and  very  few  visit  the  precincts  of  the  dity 
of  Cliester,  without  gratifying  a  laudtdrfe  curiosity  in  sur^ 
reyii^  its  grandeur.  The  following  sketchy  taken  from 
minute  observation  will  convey  but  an  imperfect  conoep*> 
tiOa  of  its  vast  exterior  :**^ 

^Tlkift  spkB^M  manHoii  Is  about  linr  ttdlestAtittttatfiof  Gitetnv 
fodttsiidl  in  an  eftteuitit  park  oa  a  gaitfe  rising  gioiaid,  about  fire  fanndieA 
yni»  horn  the  litet  Dm;  and  la^  perha^pb,  tkd  maM  au^ufieeMgOtllAa 
fMddcDte  la  tbe  kJogdalii.  To  the  park  than  are  foor  appioacaca,  to  cadi  af 
iviildl  is  a  beaatlful  gothta  Mge^  one  aondaollBV  ftam  ficGlestoiiilaae  at 
Chcem^biok^  one  ftom  AkUirad  by  dia  new  iion  btl^^gej  a  Ifalfd  ftom  Polfiiid) 
and  the  fosKth  from  the  Wiexham-nwd  near  BelpaTe* 

««TheceAtre  or  mlun  pert  of  the  building,  waibegaa  III  the  ^fanr  1SS3| 
on  tiwaitebf  dwoldBDansion^  aooft  port  of  M  imOla-af  which  are  atUl  re^ 
moMog  under  the  tnoie  elegant  oorerings  of  the  ptesstat  eiecCion*  The 
desigos  was  fiimUhed  by  the  late  Mr.  Porden,  and  the  enecntiye  department 
Was  committed  to  the  lamiidiate  direction  of  Mr.  Onmmow,  beneath  whose 
scRithilriig  teft  4)e  xeoeat  additions  at  ^eilher  edd  hawlikewiso  npiaag  iiH» 


^^Fton  whateter  point  of  view  tiie  hoaae  is  sean^  it  asafces  a  gfaDd  and 
imposing  appeersnee,  with  a  rich  display  of  towenytanetSfpfainactGa,  and 
battlements.  It  is  bailt  of  a  b^utiftil  White  free  atene,  bnwghl  ftsni  Detau 
mas  Foiest^  and  yto  aiw^FS  ujuWdsiui  a  aieia.  high^  luish^d  spednwi  lof 
the  modem  gothic,  even  pferiously  to  its  now  splendid  enlargement,  whieli 
consists  of  two  extensive  wings,  with  octagonal  towers  at  each  end  of  the  main 
buUding ;  niaklDg  one  anlntemipted  line  of  ftmt  hundted  and  tifVy  feet  in 
length;  and  if  this  be  added  to  the bngdl oftfae tiMidt.3uMI8iel aadHtabttt 
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lo^  will  beaoar  leven  hontod  ieet. 

'*  The  j^ndpal  entnaoe  is  in  die  centre  of  the  west  fiont,  under  a 
superb  portico  of  richly  groined  arches  and  clustered  pittars,  which  admit 
catrkges  tothe  foot  of  the  slepa  kaflbg  to  the  great  doer.  TMa  Sothe  place 
when  Tiiitov  ap^ly  for  adialttaAce  to  see  the  im«|or  ef  Ao  houjM^  Bound 
the  bfUtUanents  and  towers,  as  wdl  as  the  Outward  halhistrading^  ace  shieldf 
charged  in  relief  with  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  Grosyenors,  and  other 
ancient  fkmilles,  which  by  inteimaniages  they  are  entided  to  quarter  wUh 
tfisir  o«u  *  The  baasa  of  the  phuudea  and  wMsiieuto  round  die  wisdowt 
ate  earifhed  wiik  a  prafiisioii  of  giotasque  aculptUMd  heads  of  various  siaesy 
adapted  to  the  angles  and  other  parts  on  which  they  are  placed.  The  window 
frames  are  finely  worked  in  gothic  tiacery,  and  are  of  cast  iron  made  to  imitate 
atone,  with  saabes  of  brooKd  copper,  and  paaea  of  plate  glasv;  tlioiein  tbe 
pcjad^ial  nNBDS  being  thicty-nine  Jodies  ia  heif^t. 

^«  The  eaatcru  entiaocei  <m  garden  ftont,  is  ^proachod  by  alight  of  steps 
fiom  a  broad  terrace,  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  centre  and  wings  of 
the  main  building.  To  the  right  and  left  of  the  steps  is  a  noble  range  of 
dolsters  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length.  A  massy  godiie  fence, 
wilb  tkk  hcnldle  flfalelds,  rw  loiiBd  the  house,  and  separaies  it  ihni  dM 
grouads. 

*^  The  gardens  and  pleasure  grounds  aieibrmedini  tfaebefoie*mentioDed 
gentle  aclivity  of  the  Dee.  They  are  laid  out  in  a  very  tasteful  manner,  and 
contain  a  choice  ooUecthm  of  exotics  and  rare  fruits  of  every  descriptlan. 
The  oonacrvaaoey  la  bi^  liithea^k<fop»ogth»wings.ofthebawe»aiid 
isaveryhaadsomoeiecdenk  ThohoUwoseaaiidodierhnlldii^Canakoof 
the  general  charaeter  of  the  mansion :  Indeed  wherever  an  opportunity  pro* 
sents,  the  gothic  Is  Introduced  throughout  the  whole  domahi.  Tlie  present 
earl  baa  reoendy  built  a  new  cast  iron  bridge,  doee  to  Aldlbrd;  and  ai the 
ikuma^  hflK  la  h%h2y  Ibfeareadttg^  H  1m«  a  vffj  pktaH«q«ie  eftct,  in  addi. 
tion  tor  te  nti%."^.^Sse  •  mnA  itmipMitktA  h^Sai^nhmt mMMLm 

lo  figltm , 


To  describe  the  iaterior  of  Eaton-hall,  with  its  rich 
and  costly  fumitare  and  decorations^  would  require  more 
sfMoe  than  can  be  here  allotted  to  suck  a  purpose;  it 
would  occupy  a  volume.  Suffice  it  to  say,  fliat  it  abounds 
with  every  elegance  that  ingenuity  and  art  can  invent, 
and  with  every  profusion  that  wealth  can  porcbase* 
ABM>Bg  the  numerous  valuables  of  the  hall,  is  an  extenve 
library,  containing  a  choice  collection  of  books  and  manu- 
scripte»  to  which  daily  additions  acfemalung;  together 
With  aaany  fine  pitetiogs  and  statues  by  tbe  tu^  maslen. 
The  noble  proprietor  of  this  prnicely  mansion  is  not  less 
dktinguished  for  the  amiablenest  of  his  private  chaixurter, 
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than  Ibe  manifieeoce  ef  bis  pvblic  eharitiattf  it  is  na 
part  of  my  business,  eveu  if  I  bad  tbe  ability  and  inclina- 
tion^ to  enumerate  a  catalogue  of  his  lordsbip's  acts  of 
benevolence  in  those  distant  coimties  where  be  has  exten- 
rive  estates  and  residences ;  but  it  cannot  be  out  of  the 
province  of  an  historian  of  Chester,  to  record  actions  by 
which  its  peculation  and  neighbourhood  are  essentially 
benefitted.  Sufllcient  therefore  to  iny  purpose^  in  iUostra- 
tion  of  his  lordship's  open-hearted  liberality,  is  the  single 
fact,  that,  aided  by  the  active  and /lersona/ assiduities  of 
his  amiable  countess,  he  gives  gratuitous  education, 
clothing  and  books  to  the  children  of  the  poor,  within  a 
circle  of  five  miles  round  the  city,  which  idone  are  charge- 
able to  his  lordship,  to  tbe  amount  of  not  less  than  from 
five  to  eight  hundred  pounds  a  year.  If  tbe  authority  of 
our  great  poet,  that  whatever  is  given  for  tbe  purposes  of 
charity  is  *'  twice  blessed ;''  or  if  the  higher  sanction  of 
him,  who  said,  *'  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive,'' be  credible;  bow  highly  privileged  does  that 
individual  stand,  who  having  large  possesions,  has  also  a 
heart  disposed  to  direct  their  current  into  the  channels  of 
charity  and  benevolence.* 

*  The  OwnfaiBW  eme  onr  Imo  Bngfand,  widi  the  eonqaenir,  and  look 
tiieir  nanoo  from  Ae  ollco  Hbtef  hM  in  te  Nonnan  cout»  Qmik  oi^tmd 
hrnUrnm*  Thdr  fimoettknicnt  in  this  cotmty  was.  Over  Loatod^  bestow 
by  flngli  liapns  on  his  giwt  nephew  Robot  k  Qroevenour.  in  12S4» 
Ricfaaid  Ic  Choovenoar  pnrdiaaed  and  fixed  his  seat  at  Hulme  $  bat  in  tlie 
reign  of  Henry  VI.  by  the  maniage  of  Rawlin  or  Ralph  Grosrenoor  with 
Joan  danghter  of  John  Eaton,  of  Baton,  Esq.  it  was  tranafened  to  tltis  plaoew 
Whikchhraliy  waste patrfonofthethnes,  &m  fiunilieadioiieinsodistin. 
gnlshed  a  maniKr:  none  shewed  cqnal  spirit  in  vindieadng  their  righto 
tlieir  lionoTS.  Witness  tlie  fiunons  cause  between  Sir  Robert  le  Oiosrenoar 
with  Sir  Riduurd  le  Scrope,  plaintiff,  abont  a  coat  of  arms,  axure  one  hendy 
or;  Hied  befbre  tbe  hi||^  constable  and  high  mardial  of  England,  in  the 
reign  of  Riehard  II.  which  lasted  three  years.  Kfaigs,  princes  of  the  blood, 
and  most  of  the  nobility,  bore  witness  in  tliis  hnportant  afiab.  The  sentence 
was  conciliating^  that  both  parties  should  bear  the  same  aims ;  but  the  Oaos- 
▼SHOURS  ttvee  wie  hwrdmre  iTor^enl.  Sir  Robert  resents  it ;  appeals  to  the 
Mng.  The  judgment  is  conlbmed :  tiw  dudee  is  left  to  diedefendant,  either 
to  use  the.&orvbnnr,  or  to  bear  the  aims  of  their  nktions,  the  andcnt  earis  of 
Chester,  axure  a  gerbe  d*ar.  He  rejected  the  mortifying  distinction,  and 
chose  the  ggrhe;  which  is  tbe  family  coat  to  this  day. 
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Itetuming  again  to  that  part  of  Handbridge,  where 
ibe  road  diverges  towards  Eaton,  and  advancing  onward 
nbout  two  hundred  yards,  another  road  turns  to  the  left 
which  leads  to  Wrexham,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles ; 
in  the  course  of  which  the  villages  of  Dodleston*  and 
Gresford  are  passed  on  the  right,  and  those  of  Pulford, 
the  Rosset,  Marford,  and  Acton,  in  front.  Tlie  main 
turnpike,  preserving  a  straight  direction,  conduetfr  to 
Mold,  Hawarden  and  Holywell,  being  tlie  Hneof  the  mail 
to  Holyhead,  first  passing  by  Overlegb,  and  on  a  long 
stretch  of  road,  formerly  called  Saltney  Marsh.f  About 
three  miles  in  this  direction  is  the  boundary  between  the 
counties  of  Chester  and  Flint,  and  between  England  and 
the  northern  division  of  the  principality  of  Wales. 

All  the  turnpike  roads  leading  from  the  city  are  kept 
in  an  excellent  state  of  repair,  the  Macadamizing  system 
being  principally  adopted.    In  several  directions,  how- 

*  It  may  not  be  genenllf  known,  that  tihe  remafasB  of  the  fflustrloot 
progenitor  of  tlte  Brfdgewater  farnOy,  Thomas  Egerton,  Tieooant  Bnddey, 
(better  probably  remembered  by  his  inferior,  but  earlier  title  of  baron  Elles- 
mere)  who  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  1596-1617,  held  the  great  seal  of 
Sng^iand  irith  distmguished  ability  and  integrity,  had  till  very  lately  lain 
mder  a  nameless  stone  in  Dodleston  church.  In  1829,  howeter,  Ihis  want* 
of  regard  to  the  memory  of  a  great  and  good  man  was  supptied.  The  present  - 
aectoc  of  Dodleston,  the  venerable  archdeacon  Wrangham,  under  the  impres- 
sion, that  *'tfae  splendour  of  ancestry  is  intended  to  be  not  only  a  glory,  but 
also  a  light  and  guide  to  posterity,"  made  application  to  one  of  his  affluent 
descendants  (the  late  Rev.  the  earl  of  Bridgewater)  and  procured  for  "  buried 
merit  its  tardy  bust.*'  A  marble  monument,  handsomely  executed  by  Mr. 
Kelly,  of  Chester,  now  disthiguishes  the  spot  whero  those  long-neglected  relies 
rest.  '  It  bears  the  following  inscription,  from  the  pen  of  tlie  ardideacon :— . 

^^  Maiorvm  gloria  postcris  qvasi  Ivoocn  est  svbtvslacet  qvid4{vid  mortals 
*f?it  Thoma  Basonis  deSBesmero  et  vice-comids  de  Brackley  viri  antiqva 
-virtvte  ac  fide  per  viginti  plvs  annos  regni  Anglie  cancellarii,  identia  seriptia 
iacvndJA  spectatissimi  hominibvs  exemptvs  est  xv.  id.  April,  anno  sacro 
'V.DC.xvcT.  sBt.  circiterxxxvii.'orimvr  sequentvx  qvi  non  prsoesserint" 

The  fund  (£100.)  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  erection,  was  wholly 
npplied  by  the  late  ecceBtricbut  manificentl^ -disposed  earl,  in  a  remittance 
^om  Paris. 

fin  1768,  Sir  John  Glynne,  with  airiew  of  effiscdng  an  easier  oooimuiii- 
nation  between  his  colliery  at  Sandycroft  and  the  dty  of  Chester,  projected 
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ever^  the  tolls  are  particularly  heavy,  which  seeeMarily 
operates  as  a  serious  disadvantage  on  the  conveyance  of 
goods  by  land  carriage.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
amazing  increase  in  these  tolls,  which  in  some  instances 
have  been  advanced  within  the  last  three  years  not  less 
than  two-thirds,  which  will  be  shewn  by  the  following 
table : — 

A  TM€  rf  ToSf  edkm  •»  Ike  ^S^fkrmA  TmnfOiM  JUmlittadkts  U  md 

d^ertnee  hetweeth  tlu  preinU  amdfcrmer  eluar^    The  tahU  ia  tmke^ 
on  a  waggon  and  fomr  honeM^  tkt  wkeeU  hekig  nftkehreadthofsix 


Clietter  to  Prcston-brook  and  baek.. 

Frodsham ditto.  • 

Wrexham    ditto.. 

Mold.. ditto.. 

Kaatham    ditto.. 

Whitchurch  ....  ditto . . 
Nortfawicfa ditto. . 


Distance 

fhUD 

ChcMer. 


MiLsa. 
14 

10 

12 

12 

10 

20 
18 


Pment 
ToIlK 


8.    o. 
8    4 


6 
8 

7 
1 


0 

n 

4 

4 


2    8 
10    0 


■    .  «»-■ 


FornMT 
Tolls. 


i  8 

1  8 

2  8 
4  0 

1  4 

2  8 
4  4 


Biffemce 


more  Umo 

6 

8 

3 

4 

6 

4 

3 

4 

0 

• 

0 

0 

6 

8 

The  T«]l  from  Wwiiiam  to  Shwmhvj  Md  bMlt,  adhunoeaf  28 
TfiHiw  Mdi  wav«  la  anlv  aix  thtlHiHifii 

ilw  plan  of  canyfaig  the  coala  ov<r  Saltaey  Marsh  by  wwrn^  thaioad  being 
aiUint  tfaiaaaady  and  vary  heavy  fiwdiaiigfat.    To  iUa  «id«  cand 

naac  the  ])ee»  about  two  milea  below  Chegtff.  Thacaala 
caited  to  a  eoaLyaid  in  Bietton,  and  finwaidcsd  thenee  on  fKnts  eoMtmetnA 
f$i  Ika  pupoie.  This  canal,  bowe?«r,  ptaivedaa  vaaMeeafkl  q»mfaiioB : 
the  -cotla  bai^g  milflsdfd  at  Bietton,  ndoadad  on  the  ponto  of  tiiecanal,  mw 

Irtnnnr  an  hiohen,  as  to  be  scaicely  lalcablc,  indwfTndiSTtrsf  the  lass  otf  hsenk* 
aga.  Mr.  Pennant  in  his  Tour,  speaks  <^  this  csnal  as  Aen  ensti^g ;  bns 
it  appears  to  have  been  filled  up  about  the  year  177^—- In  1778,  an  act  of 
padiamsnt  wm  abtaiatod  ftia  inJnsii^  Saknty  Jfndi^  csatiriiiiag  by 'Sdfnea* 
aaBeaaenl  2,000  amceaofrich  laaiynotinalad<ng80taswsasp!peaa<»afot». 
time  by  the  Stanl^s.  This  andertsking  was  effected  at  a  vast  ^xpenee,  as 
anear  and  nana  subalantial  river  bank  was  reqaisitoon  tiie  sovth  t^de^  more 
^iftelBattytopMvsnithsiaieadaofthetlde,  wttbshdeeatocaryy  oflTAe  Isnd 
^aada  and  dialn  watsn.  Thia  great  wa^  was  espaditiaasly  pesftwiaad,  and 
tha  laada  of  the  Maish  divided  and  attattad  by  dia  aomaissianm,  aanrad 
Wjratt,  Esq.  Mr.  Edward  Stdfoz,  and  Mr.  John  Earl,  each  of  whom  ve;- 
ceived  £308.  16a.  and  tha  award  was  signed  1781.  This  act  added  about 
MOO  asHi  ta  the  Wyana  attats. 
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Tbb  gallant  defence  sustained  by  the  city  of  Cfaester^ 
has  already  been  noticed  at  large,  with  its  surrender  to 
the  parliamentarian  forces  under  Sir  William  Brereton* 
In  these  times  of  civil  commotion,  the  city,  as  a  fortress 
of  considerable  strength,  was  deemed  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance by  the  conflicting  parties.  In  the  month  of 
May,  1648^  9ome  attempts  bein^^  then  on  foot  in  the  north 
for  restoring  ihe  king's  power,  the  fortifications  of  Ches^ 
ter  were  put  in  complete  repair;  and  in  the  August 
following^  Captain  Oldham,  Lieutenant  Ashton,  and  9e^ 
veral  otbers,  partizans  of  the  royal  cause,  formed  a  plan 
for  seizing  the  eity  and  castle,  for  the  use  of  the  king,  bnt 
the  design  being  discovered,  the  two  former  were  arrest- 
ed, and  diot  in  the  corn^-market,  suffering  with  truly 
heroic  ooafage,  «3du»ting  the  bye^tanders  to  foyaky  and 
fiddity  towards  the  king  and  f^^yal- family. 

In  July,  1649,  colonel  Robert  Dukenfield  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Chester ;  and  in  the  tame  year,  king 
Chaites  IL  was  proclaimed  n  traitor  at  the  High  Cross, 
and  other  places  of  the  city.  The  king's  arms  were  re- 
moved from  the  shire*hall,  and  those  of  the  earls  from  the 
exchequer,  by  orderof  the  judges,  Humphrey  MaekwoTth, 
(deputy  to  Bradshaw)  and  Ttiomas  Fell 

1650.  The  bishop's  palace,  with  all  the  fornitnre, 
were  aoU^  Deeembtr  13,  to  Robert  Malier  and  William 
Aicfaarddott,  for  1059;. 
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In  1651,  a  court  martial  was  established  at  Chegter, 
where  a  number  of  prisoners  were  brought  from  Newport 
for  trial.  Of  these,  ten  were  condemned  on  the  act 
against  holding  a  correspondence  with  the  king,  and 
five  were  executed,  including  a  captain  Symkins,  who 
had  carried  the  king's  letter  of  invitation  to  sir  Thomas 
Middieton.  Shortly  afterwards  the  earl  of  Derby,  sir 
Timothy  Fetherstonbaugh,  and  captain  Benbow  were 
condemned  by  the  said  tribunal.*    The  two  first  to  be 

*  The  folloirins  b  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial 
against  these  unfortunate  gentlemen,  from  Sommen*  Tracts,  3  Cliailes  II. 
A.  D.  1652  s—On  Wednesday  being  the  1st  of  this  instant  month,  die  esrl 
of  Derby  was  bioogbt  to  his  td aL,  before  the  court  martial  holden  at  Chester, 
in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  God,  1061.  By  virtue  of  a  commission  from  his 
Excellency  the  lord  general  Cromwell,  grounded  upon  an  act  of  parliament 
af  the  12th  of  August  last,  intituled,  *'An  act  prohibiting  correspondence 
with  Charles  8tuart,  or  his  party,  directed  to  major^geaaal  Mitton,**  &c 
The  said  court  being  assembled  together,  after  alienee  proclaimed,  the  names 
of  the  officers  were  called  over  (twenty  in  number.) 

After  the  court  was  proclaimed,  the  president  gave  order  for  the  prisoner 
to  be  biottght  to  the  bar  9  and  accordingly  ha  was  guarded  ftom  the  caatle 
ta  the  said  court,  where  judge  Iladcworth  read  the  act  of  parliament,  prohi^ 
biting  oorrespondence  with  Charles  Stuart,  or  his  party.  And  when  his 
lordship  came  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  sidd  act,  tIs.  *  That  whosoever  shall 
vSbad  against  diis  act  and  dedaratien,  shall  or  may  be  proceeded  against  by 
«  «oaQcil  of  wsr,  who  are  hereby  authorised  to  hear  iad  detsnnlne  all  and 
OTCiy  the  said  offisoces;  and  such  as  by  the  said  oomicfl  be  condemned  to 
suffer  death,  shall  also  forfeit  all  his  and  tiieir  lands,  goods,  and  other  estates, 
as  in  case  of  high  treason  ;*  upon  which  words  the  earl  of  Derby  said,  *  I  am 
no  traitor,  neither.'  *  Shr,'  said  the  president,  *•  your  words  are  contemptible ; 
you  must  be  silent  during  the  reading  of  the  act,  and  your  diaige.'  -  After 
hit  lordship  had  read  the  said  charge  of  high  treason,  dtc  the  earl  pleaded, 
that  he  had  quarter  given  him  for  his  life  by  one  Captain  Edge,  which  (said 
he)  he  conceived  a  good  bar  to  avoid  trial  ibr  life  by  a  oonndl  of  war,  nnkss 
he  had  committed  some  new  £wt  since  quarter  given,  that  migjht  bring  him 
within  the  cognizance  of  a  oourtonartiaL  Hereupon  the  commissionors  took 
the  matter  into  consideration,  and  after  a  long  and  serious  debate,  they  agreed 
to  over-rule  him  in  his  plea,  and  finding  him  guilty  of  treason,  passed  sen- 
tence upon  him  in  these  words  s — I.  Resolved,  by  the  court,  upon  the  ques- 
tion, ^  That  James,  earl  of  Derby,  is  guilty  of  the  breach  of  the  said  act  of 
the  12th  of  August,  last  part,  entitled,  '  An  act  prohibiting  cerrcapondence 
with  Charles  Stusrt  or  his  party,'  and  so  of  high  treason  against  the  conunon- 
wealth  of  England,  and  tharefoie  is  worthy  of  death.'  2.  Resolved,  &c 
*  That,  tlie  said  James  Ead  of  Derby  is  a  traitor  to  the  commonwealth  of 
Bn^and,  and  an  abettor,  encoursger,  and  assister  of  die  dedared  traitota  and 
cnemiea  thereof,  and  shall  be  put  to  death,  by  severing  his  head  ftom 
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bebetMied  MveniUy  at  Bolton  and  Cbester,  aud  the  third 
to  be  sihot  at  Sbrewsbory.  On  the  14tb  of  October^  the 
earl  took  leai^  of  Fetberstonhaiigb,  and  then  proceeded 
from  the  castle,  attended  quite  through  the  city  by  num* 
bers  of  people  weeping  and  praying  for  him,  to  whom 

body,  at  the  maiket.pUie0  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  in  liancaabiie^  npon  Wtd- 
nesday  the  Idth  of  this  instant,  October,  about  the  hour  of  one  o*c]oek  of  the 
Mine  day.* — The  court  then  proceeded  in  the  same  summary  way  in  the 
trials  of  Sir  Timothy  Fetherstonhaugh  and  Capt.  John  Benbow,  both  of 
whom  were  found  guilty,  the  former  to  be  beheaded  the  23nd  of  the  month  at 
Chestsr  9  and  the  hitter  to  be  shot  at  Shrewsbury  on  the  16th. 

[from  whiti.ocxe's  memorials,  Fw  486.]    • 

Oct.  6,  1651.  Letters,  that  the  Earl  of  Derby  was  tried  at  a  court  mar- 
tial at  Chester,  at  which  were  twenty  officers,  captains,  and  above  that  degree, 
five  ooKindb,  and  above  that  degree,  lUajor*General  Mitton^  and  Colonel 
A(ac)Lwwth,  president*  That  the  earl  eonfessed  the  plot  for  a  general  rising 
of  the  Presbyterians  in  Lancashire,  to  join  with  the  King,  but  it  was  disap* 
pointed  by  the  apprehension  of  Mr.  Birkenhead.  That  Sir  Thomas  Tlddesley, 
Major  Ashurst,  and  Major.General  Massey  were  principal  acton  In  the  oon* 
spiracy.  He  confessed  the  matters  of  tnason  chaiged  against  him,  and 
submitted  to  the  mercy  of  parliament.  And  for  plea,  1.  HeaUeged^he 
had  quarter  given  him,  and  therefore  was  not  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial 
for  life  ;'  but  this  was  over-rulud  by  the  court.  2.  He  pleaded  '  ignorance 
of  the  acts  of  treason  set  forth  by  the  parliament,?  which  plea  was  abo  over, 
ruled  ;  and  the  court  sentenced  him  to  be  beheaded  for  his  treasonaat  Bolton, 
where  he  had  killed  a  man  in  cold  hlood«  The  earl  seemed  very  desirous 
for  life,  and  petitioned  the  lord  general  upon  the  point  of  his  having  quarter, 
but  had  no  relief  ftom  him.  The  court  sentenced  Sb  Tfmoihy  Fetherston^ 
haugh  to  be  beheaded  for  the  same  tseaaans^  Mid  Captain  Bcobow  to  be  dmt 
to  death. 

Oct.  13.  Letten,  that  the  Earl  of  Derby  attempted  to  escape,  and  was 
let  down,  by  a  rope  £rom  the  leads  of  his  chamber,  but  some  hearing  a  noise 
made  after  hhn,  and  he  was  re-taken  upon  Dee-bank.*    He  wioto  a 


*  In  tkis  aUeinpt  to  escape,  tbe  brate  earf  wai  leis  snceeMfal  than  one  of  the 
old  princes  of  North  Wales,  concerning  whom  the  Rev.  W  .Warrington,  in  hU  history  of 
Wales,  relates  the  following  story  :  **  dryflydfa  ap  Cynan  bad  langnished  tweWe  years 
in  captivity  in  the  castle  of  Chester,  neglected  by  his  subjects,  or  what  is  more  probable, 
wiibont  their  haviog.had  the  id>ility  to  procure  his  release.  Tho  ^toation  of  this  prince 
excited  the  compassion  of  a  young  roan,  named  KynwricU  ir,  a  native  of  Edeimion  ; 
who  determined,  if  possible,  to  effect  his  escape  out  of  prison,  though  at  every  hazard  to 
himself.  The  enterprise  was  bold,  generons,  and  fall  of  daager.  Attended  by  a  few 
followers*  be  repaired  to  Chester,  under  pretence  of  buying  some  necessaries }  and 
having  gained  admittance  into  tbe  castle,  at  the  edge  of  night,  while  the  keepers  were 
deeply  engaged  in  feasting,  he  carried  away  on  his  back  the  captive  prince,  loaded  with 
chains,  and  conveyed  him  with  safety  into  his  own  dominions.  Thoogh  Oryffydh  ap 
Cynan  had  thus  fortunately  escaped  out  of  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  he  had  many  diffi- 
culties still  to  encounter,  as  his  own  subjects  were  either  dispirited,  or  alienated  from 
bimt  and  the  English  were  masteis  of  the  eeuntry.  His  danger  vmskosietimesso 
treat,  that  be  was  obliged  10  be  concealed  in  woods  or  other  places  of  secnvityj  till  at 
length,  haying  Uken  those  castles  which  the  Normans  had  erected  during  his  confine, 
neat*  he  regained  tfte  entire  posstitioB  «f  bis  kingdom.** 
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al  Plookenbroek  he  bM  adim  wiMi  ao  bMiUe  yel  noMcr 
behaviour.  Kear  to  Hoele-healh  he  alSghtaA  from  hh 
horse,  and  by  the  eoaeh  side,  tt>ok  karve  ef  liis  tw& 
dbugliters^  sahithig  tbeai  and  prayhfig  for  theao,  and  then, 
after  a  sad  parting,  proceeded  on  his  way  to  Bol|oii< 

During  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1655,  many  of 
the  principal  gentry  of  tliis  eeuntty^  aaiong  whooa  were 
Sir  Peter  Leycester,  of  Tabfey ;  Peter  Venabies,  baron  of 
Kinderton  i  Sir  Richard  Grosvenor ;  Mr.  Shal^erley ;  Mr. 
Warren,  of  Piaynlon ;  and  Mr.  Massey,  of  Pudington } 
were  sent  prisoners  to  the  castle  of  Chester,  under  aospi- 
cion  of  being  disaffected  to  Cromwell's  government.  In 
the  month  of  November  in  this  year,  the  parliament 
passed  a  resokition  that  the  castle  of  Chester  should  be 
rendered  untenable,  and  the  city  wall  rased  between  the 
Eastgate  and  Newgate.  This  order  was  partially  csuried 
into  effect. 

About  the  middle  of  July,  1660,  several  attempts 
vrere  made  to  seize  the  principal  strong-holds  in  Engiattd 
for  Charles  the  Second,  *•  of  which  enterprizes,**  says 
Clar^ideii,  **  only  one  swceeded,  wiueb  was^  that  under- 
taken by  Sir  George  Booth;  alt  the  rest  fiiiled,  The 
Lord  Willoaghby  of  Parham,  and  Sir  Horatio  Townsend, 
and  most  of  their  friends,  were  apprehended  before  the 
day,  andnsiade  prisoners^  most  of  them  apoa  general  sjis- 
picion,  as  men  able  to  do  hurt.  Only  Sir  George  Boolb, 
being  a  person  of  the  best  quality,  and  fortune  of  that 
county^  of  diose  who  had  never  beea  of  the  king's  party, 
came  into  Chester,  with  such  persons  as  he  thought  fit  to 
take  with  him  the  night  befiire ;  so  that  thpngb  the  tem- 
pestoousness  of  the  night  and  the  next  morning  bad  the 
same  efiect  as  in  other  places,  to  break  or  disorder  the 

■one  paisionale  letter  to  his  lady  ta  oorafosi  hei,  and  adviied  bar,  at  tbsii 
mstten  stood,  to  surrender  the  Isle  of  M«in  upon  good  conditions. 

Oct  20.  hMm  of  the  particnlan  of  the  £ad  of  Derby*a  death  on  th^ 
16th  8t  BoHoo;  who  eairied  fainuwlf  with  atostness  and  chiisaan^e 
temper* 

Nov.  1.  LetlMEis  that  Sir  ThmXhy  F<eth««te«ihaiigh  was  axeeuted  in  the 
market-place,  Chester,  /aceordfaig  to  the  sentenee  of  the  ttrnxUnaxM^  uA 
used  only  a  few  pnyen  out  of  tho  ounpon  p»iy^«boqk* 


ih endeT^votis  that  was  appointed  within  four  or  five  miles 
of  that  city^  yet  Sir  George  being  himself  there  with  a 
good  troop  of  horse  he  brought  with  him,  and  finding 
others^  though  not  in  the  number  he  looked  for,  he  retired 
with  those  he  had  into  Chester,  where  bis  party  was 
strong  enough,  and.  Sir  Thomas  Middleton  having  kept 
his  rendezvous,  came  thither  to  him,  and  brought  strength 
enough  to  keep  those  parts  at  their  devotion,  and  to  sup- 
press all  those  who  had  inclination  to  oppose  them/' 

Sir  George  Booth  (who,  as  it  was  afterwards  known, 
had  a  commission  from  King  Charles  II.  appointing  him 
commander-in-chief  of  all  his  forces  in  Cheshire,  Lanca- 
shire, and  North  Wales)  hearing  that  General  Lambert 
was  on  his  way  to  oppose  him,  marched  with  his  army, 
Consisting  of  tip  wards  of  three  thousand  men  to  give  him 
battle.  Sir  George,  accompanied  by  Lord  Cholmondeley, 
Lord  Kilmorey,  and  several  of  the  principal  gentlen^n 
of  the  county,  mustered  his  army  on  Rowton-heath,  the 
spot  which  had  proved  so  unfortunate  to  King  Charles  I. 
and  there  read  and  published  a  declaration  setting  forth 
that  they  took  up  arms  for  a  free  parliament,  and  to  deli* 
ver  the  nation  from  the  slavery  they  then  laboured  under. 
General  Lambert  being  sent  by  the  parliament,  with  an 
army  against  Sir  George,  the  conflicting  forces  met  at 
Winnington-bridge,  near  Northwich,  on  the  16th  of  Aug. 
when  an  action  ensued,  in  which  Booth's  forces  were 
soon  defeated ;  he  himself  escaped  fi-om  the  field  in  dis- 
guise, but  was  taken  at  Newport  Pagnell,  and  sent  to  the 
tower.  After  the  engagement,  Lambert  marched  with 
his  army  to  Chester,  then  held  by  Colonel  Croxton,  which 
was  immediately  surrendered.  As  a  punishment  for  this 
rebellion  against  their  power,  tiie  parliament  passed  a 
Vote  on  the  17th  of  September,  to  dissolve  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Chester,  and  that  it  should  be  no  longer 
a  county  of  itself.  The  speedy  demolition  of  the  authority 
of  the  parliament  by  whom  this  order  was  issued,  ren- 
dered the  resolution  of  very  immaterial  consequence. 

With  the  restoration  of  the  royal  family,  in  1660,  the 
ancient  order  of  the  church  was  re-established.    In  the 
VOL.  lu  a  a 
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month,  of  September  in  that  year.  Dr.  Brian  WaItoo> 
being  appointed  bishop  of  Chester,  most  of  the  clergy  of 
the  city  and  county  went  to  meet  him  on  his  coming  to 
take  possession  of  his  bbhopric  The  trained  bands  of  the 
city  were  drawn  up  along  the  Foregate-street,  and  at  the 
Bars,  the  mayor  and  corporation  in  their  formalitie?, 
received  their  new  bishopj  and  walked  before  hhn  to  the 
palace^  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people^  escpressing 
the  greatest  joy  at  the  restoration  of  episcopacy.  Imme-^ 
diately  after  bis  arrivali  he  put  on  his  robes^  and  went  to 
perform  his  devotions  in  the  Cathedral^  where  the  dean, 
Dr.  Bridgeman,  and  all  the  chapter,  received  him. 

In  1683,  the  kingdom  was  again  threatened  wkh 
civil  commotion,  from  the  restless  ambition  of  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  a  natural  son  of  Charles  II.  who  had  en- 
tered into  a  conspiracy  with  Lord  Russel,  Algernon 
Sydney,  and  other  mal-contents.  The  following  relation 
of  this  young  gentleman's  visit  to  Chester,  is  taken  from 
the  Cowper  MSS.  which  places  the  loyalty  of  the  citi- 
zens of  that  day  in  a  somewhat  questionable  shape : — 
'^In  the  middle  of  August,  James  Duke  of  Monmouth 
came  to  Chestei^  greatly  affecting  popularity,  and  giving 
countenance  to  riotous  assemblies  a^d  tumultuous  noobs, 
whose  violence  was  such  as  to  pelt  with  stones  the  win- 
dows of  several  gentlemen's  houses  in  the  city,  and  other- 
wise to  damage  the  same.  They  likewise  fiiriousLy  forced 
the  doors  of  the  Cathedral  church,  and  destroyed  most  of 
the  painted  glass,  burst  open  the  little  vestries  and  cup- 
boards, wherein  were  the  siurplices  and  hoods  belonging 
to  the  clergy,  which  they  rent  to  rags  and  carried  away ; 
they  beat  to  pieces  the  baptismal  font,  pulled  down  some 
monuments,  attempted  to  demoli^  the  organ,  and  com- 
mitted other  enormous  outrages.  On  Thursday  the  25tb 
of  the  said  month,  the  duke  went  tp  the  horse-races  at 
Wallasey  in  Wirral,  which  meeting  served  as  a  rendez- 
vous for  his  friends  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  a  Junto 
of  whom  sat  in  consultation  in  the  sunmier-house  at 
Bidston,  where  was  conqerted  that  insurrection  which 
was  afterwards  attended  with  sneb  fatal  consequences.'^ 
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Ittonmoatfa  was  taken  into  custody  on  his  return 
from  Chester  at  Staflbrd^  at  a  splebdici  entertainment 
•given  him  by  the  members  of  that  corporation.  Mis 
.progress  through  Cheshire  was  attended  with  consider- 
able tumult,  and  securities  of  the  peace  were  Required 
from  the  numerous  county  gentlemen  who  appeared  to 
favour  him.  A  memoir  of  his  re<^eption  in  the  city  no- 
tices several  of  Monmouth's  acts  to  gain  popularity.  The 
infailt  of  the  mayor  was  christened  Henrietta,  his  grace 
condescending  to  stand  sponsor.  The  following  day  the 
dulse  is  said  to  have  rode  his  oWn  bdrsjp  and  Won  the  plate 
at  Wallasey,  and  In  the  evening  to  have  presented  it  to 
his  god-daughter. 

The  following  six  chronological  items  a^e  copied 
from  the  Cowper  MSS.  t— 

1687.  Aug.  27.  **  James  11.  came  to  Chester  on  Sa- 
turday, and  was  received  near  the  Bars  in  Fcuregate-street 
by  the  corporation  In  their  robes.  He  was  afterwards 
splendidly  entertained  at  the  Pentiee^  where  he  was  seated 
under  a  canopy  of  crimson  vehret,  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion. His  majesty  lodged  at  the  bishop's  palace,  from 
Whence  next  morning  he  wallced  through  Che  city  to  tJie 
castle  (the  mayor  bareheaded  candying  the  sword  before 
bim),  and  heard  mass  in  the  shite-halL'*  On  Monday  he 
went  to  Holywell,  and  on  Tilesday  returned  to  Chester^ 
and  the  day  following  closeted  several  gentlemen  both  of 
the  city  and  county,  in  order  to  prevaU  upon  them  to 
.approve  of  the  repeal  of  the  penid  laws  and  test-act,  but 
met  with  very  lltde  encouragement  in  that  aflair.  On 
Thursday,  Sept.  1,  the  king  left  Chester,  not  much  satis- 
fied with  the  disposition  of  the  people.** 

1688.  Tuesd^,  Nov.  27.  *' About  midnight,  lord 
Molineu^^s  Lancashire  regiment  (mostly  Ron^an  catholics) 
'entered  the  city,  which  caused  a  general  consternation, 
and  the  citizens  were  rising  up  in  arms,  but  by  the  pru- 
dence of  the  magistracy,  matters  were  quieted,  and  no 
violence  committed.** 

*J[fi alto rae^Tcd  the Moameo^ACCx^^  ^omiatiriMl, in tiiw 

chapel  in  the  iqutte  tower  of  the  castle. 
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1690.  Friday,  June  2.  *"  King  WiUiam  came  to 
Combennere,  and  the  next  day  to  Peel^hall,  the  seat  of 
Col.  Roger  Whitley,  and  on  Sunday  morning  arrived  at 
Chester,  and  went  immediately  to  the  cathedral  church, 
where  being  seated  in  the  episcopal  throne,  he  heard 
divine  service,  and  a  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Stratford, 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese^  after  which  he  set  out  imme- 
diately for  Gayton-hall,  in  Wirral,  the  seat  of  William 
Gl^g,  esq.  upon  whom  the  King  was  on  the  following 
di^  pleased  to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood;  and 
all  things  being  ready  for  his  embarkation,  from  thence 
he  proceeded  to  the  reduction  of  Ireland.'' 

1606.  A  mint  being  this  year  set  up  in  Chester, 
coinage  of  money  began  on  the  2nd  of  October.  There 
was  coined  101,660  ounces  of  wrought  plate;  all  the 
pieces  had  the  letter  C.  under  the  king's  head. 

1715*  ''This  winter  lord  Charles  Murray,  (son  to 
the  duke  of  Athol)  with  several  gentlemen,  and  a  great 
number  of  private  men,  who  had  been  taken  (Nov.  13)  in 
the  rebellion  at  Preston,  were  brought  prisoners  to 
Chester  castle.  The  weather  was  very  severe,  and  the 
snow  lay  a  yard  deep  in  the  roads.  Many  of  die  above 
mentioned  prisoners  died  in  the  castle  by  the  severity  of 
the  season ;  many  were  carried  off  by  a  very  malignant 
fever ;  and  most  of  the  survivors  were  transported  to  the 
plantations  in  America*  As  the  castle  was  quite  lEdled 
with  these  prisoners,  the  Lent  assises  were  held  at 
Nantwich." 

1745.  ''  Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year  the  rebel 
army  from  Scotland  marching  into  this  kingdom,  and 
entering  Lancashire,  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  and  governor  of  Chester,  began 
dispositions  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  in  which  was  one 
veteran  regiment,  and  three  new  raised  ones.  The 
Watergate,  Northgate,  and  Sally-ports  were  walled  up, 
and  the  several  buildings  adjoining  to  the  walls  pulled 
down.  The  main  guard  was  kept  in  the  Bridge-street^ 
at  the  end  of  Commonhall-lane,  subalterns  had  the  charge 
of  the  gates,  through  which  no  one  was  allowed  to  pass 
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but  by  day-light ;  advanced  parties  were  placed  at  proper 
places  in  the  suburbs.  And  picquet  guards  patrolled  on  the 
walls  all  night  Jong.  On  the  19th  of  November  orders 
were  giv.eq  that  all  householders  should  lay  in  a  stock  of 
provisions  for  a  fortnight.  The  fortifications  of  the  castle 
were  repaired,  and  some  new  works  added :  ammunition 
and  necessary  stores  were  provided.  On  Sunday,  Nov. 
24th,  the  church-yard  walls  of  St*  Mary*s-on-the-hill 
were  jcaken  down,  and  the  materials  taken  into  the  castle. 
Several  adjoining  buildings  were  likewise  taken  down, 
and  their  foundations  levelled,  and  the  citadel  and  towd 
were  made  as  tenable  as  the  dme  would  permit.  How- 
ever, the  rebels  did  not  approach  the  city,  hut  marched 
through  a  part  of  the  county  into  Staffordshire." 

Dr.  Cowper  adds,  that  all  trade  and  busmess  ceased 
for  some  weeks,  the  principal  Inhabitants  having  removed 
all  their  valuables.  The  four  regiments  quartered  in  the 
city  were  chiefly  accommodated  in  private  houses.  Shortly 
after  the  surrenda:  of  Carlisle,  a  number  of  the  rebels 
were  brought  prisoners  in  sixteen  carts  to  Chester, 
and  lodged  in  the  castle,  which  they  completely  filled. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  spring  assizes  were  held  at 
Flookersbrook,  hut  no  sort  of  business  was  brought  be- 
fore the  grand  jury. 

The  loyalty  of  the  gentry  in  this  neighbourhood, 
upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Scotch  rebellion  is  thus 
noticed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1 745. — *^  At  an 
assembly  of  nobility  and  gentry  at  the  castle  of  Chester, 
measures  were  entered  upon  to  raise  and  maintain  2500 
men  tor  his  Majesty's  service ;  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor 
gave  2000/.  and  promised  as  much  more  when  required ; 
many  gentlemen  subscribed  a  year's  income  of  their 
estates,  and  the  bishop  subscribed  200/.  and  even  the 
Catholics  of  the  best  distinction  shewed  their  zeal  for  the 
government." 

From  this  period  down  to  the  present  time,  there 
have  been  no  very  interesting  occurrences  within  the  city 
that  will  require  particular  detail.  The  barrenness  of 
incidents  in  this  department  of  the  work  arises  from  the 
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nature  of  the  arrangement  of  the  materials.  By  giving  un- 
der distinct  heads  an  account  of  the  remarkable  events,  and 
of  our  public  buildings  and  institutions,  with  their  origin, 
progress^  and  present  state,  but  little  remains  to  be  said 
here,  except  a  bare  recital  of  some  fiicts  that  may  be 
thought  worthy  of  notice,  and  these  shidl  be  given  in 
chronological  order,  commencing  with  the  year 

1691.  June  8,  Whit-Monday,  being  a  day  of  general 
recreation,  eleven  young  women  were  in  a  boat  rowed 
by  two  watermen,  upon  th^  rivet  just  under  St.  John's 
church,  when  one  at  the  watermen  threw  an  apple  among 
them,  which  they  attempting  to  scramble  for,  and  rushing 
to  one  side  of  die  boat,  overset  it,  by  which  accident  ten 
of  them  were  drowned.  The  two  watermen  swam  to 
shore,  when  Phosbe  Jones,  catching  hold  of  the  leg  of  one 
of  them,  held  so  fiist,  that  he  drew  her  after  him  to  the 
bank  side,  but  In  the  action  of  swimming  he  had  with  the 
heel  of  his  shoe,  beat  out  all  her  front  teeth. 

1720.  Part  of  the  Roodee  cop  being  washed  down, 
li^as  rebuilt  and  ihced  with  stone. 

1727*  In  this  year,  a  newspaper  was  published  in  the 
city,  called  the  Chester  Jcumal.  From  this  publication 
Che  following  advertisement  is  quoted,  which  is  curious, 
as  shewing  the  rude  state  in  which  our  theatricals  were 
In  that  day : — ^^  On  Monday  evening  will  be  acted,  the 
historical  tragedy  of  King  Richard  III.  at  the  Wool-hidl 
in  Ch^ter,  with  the  bloody  murder  of  the  two  young 
princes  in  the  tower  of  London,  the  tragicd  murder  of 
the  good  and  quiet  king  Henry  by  king  Richard,  after 
which  he  marries  lady 'Anne,  whose  heart  he  broke ;  to 
c^nclode  with  the  bloody  batde  of  Boswortti  field,  in 
Which  king  Richard  and  the  great  earl  of  Richmond  fight 
a  long  while  (uriously  with  large  swords  till  Ridimond 
runs  Richard  through  the  body,  and  he  dies  ag  nalurai  m 
life  /~N.B.  Nobody  will  take  it  amiss  that  Aey  cannot 
come  behind  the  scenes,  on  account  of  the  greittbuny 
and  bustle  of  the  play.'^ 

The  following  cuiious  extract  is  fit>m  the  OenHe- 
iMn*i  Magatines^^  17th  Oclob^,  17S2L     Ended  the 


poll  for  Mayor  of  Cliester^  wbem  the  aiunlierB  were-^for 
Aif|er«ma  Johnson,  1087;  AldarouMi  £Uwa%  IQOS,  in 
the  Gros?enor  inlerest:  Alderman  Maynwariogji  858; 
Aldennon  Bennet,  868,  for  Mr.  Manley  and  Navigation. 
The  two  first  were  returned,  and  the  former  sworn  into 
office.  On  this  occasion  the  contest  was  so  greal^  that 
201.  was  given  for  a  vote  i  about  6,OlOO<^  spent,  and,  as 
reportec^  some  Uvea  lost'' 

In  1734,  a  severe  oontest  fotr  the  represenlMion  of 
the  city  ooeurred  between  sir  I^bert  Orosvenor  and  R. 
Manley,  esq.  whi^h  lasted  seven  <^ys,  and  terminated  in 
fovour  of  the  former.-*-The  act  for  iiicorporating  the 
river  Dee  compnay  passed  in  this  year^  ai|d  oii  the  20th 
of  April  in  the  year  folfowla^  the  firsa  sod  of  the  new  cnt 
of  the  liver  was  taken  up  by  R*  Man^y^  Esq. 

In  the  year  1734  waa  commenoed  a  newspaper, 
called  Mams' s  WteUy  Cq/iimmlt  at  which  tiitie  it  appears, 
the  Chester  JoumalhsA  been  discontinued*  At  this  period, 
there  were  bia  few  protvlncial  papers,  in  the  kingdom ; 
and  compared  with  the  jonrattto  of  Ibe  p^resent  day, 
wbeAer  considered  in  reference  to  thdrsiae,  or  matter, 
or  management,  they  ^chibitedbnt  a  contensptible  figure. 
Uttla  ingenuity^  labour^  or  eqMMe  were  then  deeiMd 
roc^ile  for  earrymg  oa  aeomilry  newapaper^  the  whole 
of  its  coBientB,  besides  an  invilajtlon  lo  buy  the  wares  of 
the  tradesmen,  being  confined  to  a  few  paragraphs  of 
news  copied  from  the  LU^JCk  Svaskig  JPte/,  the  aan 
nonnoement  of  deaths  and  marrii^fes,  Ae  perpetration  of 
a  daring  robbery  or  bloody  murder,  or  the  occurrence  of 
some  dreadfid  aeeulMt  within  th^  ftnme^yale  distriet.  In 
those  daysi  and  indeed  for  half  a  eentury  aAerwardi^  tjbe 
isafmnfeaaceor  even  the  name  of  JErfi/or  wbb  Utile  known, 
and  stUi  less  would  be  ubdemtood  the  meaning  of  that 
latdy  foshionable  phrase,  tkRgmsiletnm^tA^pms!'  This 
paper,  now  called  die  Chasier  Chiirant^  was  eslnblishQd 
by  a  Mn  Adams,  and  upour  Ms  4aatl^  ooaliaiiiid'<»y  his 
widow,  who  being  married  ta^Mfs»Joh«Moa1r,  il  of  bourse 
pMedinto  his  hands;  tlmn  mto.tbe  faniids  of  Waeldcat 
son,  Edmund;  and  afterwAidl.  into  thes» of  hianNamd 
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son,  John,  by  whose  widow  it  is  now  puUisbed,  on  the  ^ery^ 
premises  where  it  was  commenced  in  Newgate*6treet. 

1730.  The  mayor  was  this  year  refused  admittance 
into  the  Abbey-court,  by  bishop  Peplee,  when  proclaim- 
ing war  against  Spain,  wliereupon  hi»  worship  ordered 
the  Abbey*gates  to  be  broken  down. 

On  a  petition  from  several  ff  eem'en  of  Chester  to  the 
house  of  commons  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Warburton, 
the  following  important  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
house  on  the  2nd  of  February,  1747»  which  has  ever 
since  regulated  the  mode  of  election : — *^  That  the  right 
of  election  of  eiti2ens  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  city 
of  Chester,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,^  and  common- 
eouncil  of  the  said  city,  and  in  such  freemen  of  the  said 
city,  not  receiving  almsy  as  shall  have  been  commorant 
within  the  said  city,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  for  the  space 
of  one  whole  year  next  before  the  election  of  the  citizens 
to  serve  in  parliament." 

At  the  spring  assizes  held  at  Chester,  in  March,  1748, 
not  one  siugle  bill  of  indictment  was  offered  to  the  grand 
jury.  If  the  amount  of  crime,  as  exhibited  in  our  crimi- 
nal calenders,  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  national  morals, 
this  &ct  speaks  loudly  in  fiivour  of  former  times;  the 
number  of  offenders  usmdly  indicted  at  our  spring  assizes 
at  Chester  of  late  years,  being  not  less  than  from  60  to  80. 

The  shops  on  die  west  side  of  the  Exchange  built  in 
the  year  1756;  and  in  17^^  the  house  of  industry  was 
erected,  in  which  were  immediately  placed  200  poor 
people. 

In  the  year  1762,  the  first  police  act  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city  was  obtained,  which  continued  in  operar 
tion  till  1803,  when  another  act  was  passed  for  amending 
and  enlarging  its  powers^-— In  the  former  year  the  spire 
of  St.  Peter's  church  was  rebuilt,  when  one  Wright,  in 
attempting  to  gain  the  top  of  the  scaffolding  for  a  trifling 
wager,  fell  on  the  leads  of  the  church,  and  was  killed* 

1771*  The  city  was  illuminate^  in  consequence  of 
the  passing  <^  an  aet  for  making  a  canal  to  Nantwiclw 
The  first  sod  was  cut  on  the  4tb  of  May. 
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1772.  A  horrid  explosion  of  ganpowder  on  the  5th 
of  November,  in  Watergate-street,  by  which  a  great 
number  of  people  were  blown  up, — (Vide  vol.  i,  page  70 

On  the  2nd  of  May,  1775,  the  Chester  Chronicle  was 
commenced  by  Messrs.  Barlcer,  Poole,  &  Co.  under  whose 
joint  proprietary  it  was  carried  on  for  about  ten  years. 
During  this  period,  the  journal  never  acquired  a  robust 
stability  of  constitution,  and  was  in  danger  of  expiring, 
probably  from  the  prescriptions  of  too  many  doctors,  when 
it  was  taken  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  John  Fletcher,  the 
present  proprietor,  by  whose  management  and  attentions, 
it  has  risen  into  a  healthful  maturity. 

In  1776,  the  communication  between  the  canal  and 
the  river  Dee  near  the  Water  Tower,  was  opened  on  the 
4th  of  September,  and  the  first  barge  passed  on  the  1 1th 
of  December. — On  the  12th  of  January  in  this  year  a  fire 
occurred  in  the  shop  of  Miss  Washington,  milliner,  East- 
gate-street,  which  destroyed  a  considerable  part  of  the 
stock. — ^April  28,  the  banns  of  marriage  published  in  the 
church  of  St.  Oswald's  between  George  Harding,  aged 
one  hundred  and  four  years^  and  Jane  Darlington,  of 
MoUington,  aged  eighty-four. 

YJTI^  In  the  month  of  January  in  this  year.  Dr. 
Beilby  Porteus  was  elected  bishop  of  this  diocese. — ^In 
May,  J.  Townshend,  Esq.  obtained  a  royal  license  for  the 
theatre. — ^In  September,  a  slight  shock  of  an  earthquake 
was  felt  in  the  city. 

1778*  During  this  year  three  privateers  sailed  from 
this  port,  namely,  the  Empress  of  Russia,  of  24  guns  and 
120  men;  the  Hero,  of  16  guns  and  80  men;  and  the 
Spy,  often  four-pounders,  12  swivels^  and  50  men.  The 
former,  after  capturing  a  Swedish  ship  of  300  tons,  was 
taken  by  a  French  frigate,  and  sent  into  L'Orient. 

In  August,  1779,  the  canal  between  Chester  and 
Nantwich  was  opened ;  and  on  the  ISth  of  February  in 
the  following  year,  the  city  was  illuminated  in  celebration 
of  the  victory  obtained  by  Adm.  Rodney  over  the  Spanish 
Adm.  Langera.— In  April,  1781,  the  warehouses  of  Mr. 
Topham^  adjoining  the  snuff  mills  were  burnt  down. 

VOL.  II.  I  I 
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At  this  time,  England  was  engaged  in  au  unequal 
contest  with  her  American  colonies,  and  France,  Sj^ain, 
Holland,  and  was  threatened  with  invasion  from  her 
Gallic  neighbours.  The  city  of  Chester,  ever  distin* 
guiahed  for  its  loyalty,  raised  a  body  of  volunteers,  who 
were  trained  and  disciplined,  and  rendered  efficient  for 
the  purpose  of  resisting  foreign  invasion,  or  repressing 
domestic  commotions.^ 

*  It  is  no  disparagement  to  the  most  renowned  military  men  that  they 
do  not  fight,  when  no  enemy  dares  to  present  himself  in  the  field  before  thenu 
Had  the  Frenchmen  presumed  to  approach  our  shores  in  an  hostile  attitude, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Chester  Volnnteers  of  that  day  would  have  oovered 
themselves  with  glory ;  and  that  they  did  not  thns  approach,  was  no  fault 
of  theirs.    Although  these  brave  men  were  disappointed,  in  meeting  a  foreign 
enemy,  an  occurrence  most  fortunate  for  their  credit  furnished  an  opportunity 
for  shewing  their  prowess;  and  as  this  military  exploit  has  never  been  re* 
coffded  in  the  Ofve^  It  shall  have  ^  pUwe  here.    Towards  the  dose  of  the 
American  war,  a  nttmeroiu  and  lawless  banditti  associated  together  for  the 
purposes  of  plunder  and  robbery,  in  the  vicinity  of  Chester,  who  by  their 
nocturnal  depredations,    threw   the  whole  neighbourhood  into  a  sute  of 
constant  trepidation  ai^  alaan,  while  hy  the  wetUmanaged  secrecy  of  their 
movements,  their  place  of  rsndezvoas  remained  undisaoverable  to  the  ken  oi 
the  civil  authorities.    At  length,  however,  a  noted  thief  of  the  name  of 
BebbJngton  was  apprehended  for  a  cdminal  ofience,  and  lodged  in  the  North- 
gate  prison ;  he  was  shrewdly  sospeotsd  of  being  one  of  the  dangerous  gang, 
and  the  sly  rogiie,  either  with  a  view  of  jpassing  a  mischievous  hoax,  or  in 
the  hopes  of  benefiting  hhnselfy  seemed  disposed  to  favour  the  suspidon. 
The  capture  of  this  fellow  was  now  considered  of  the  highest  importance,  as 
no  doubt  existed  but  he  could  g^ve  such  information  as  might  lead  to  the 
apprehension  of  his  confederates.    On  being  pressed  to  a  disdosure,  Beb. 
bmgton  at  first  affected  some  scrupulosity,  and  then,  as  if  yielding  to  a  sensQ 
of  duty,  assured  the  magistrates,  that  the  marauders  were  exceedingly  nume- 
rous, that  their  purposes  were  of  the  most  dangerous  nature,  that  a  sense  of  dan- 
gerhad  rendered  them  quite  desperate,  and  that  it  would  require  an  overwhehning 
force  to  capture  theo^ ;  and  at  tlw  same  time  des^bU^^  with  minute  pjoecisiaa 
the  particular  places  of  their  concealment  on  the  ed^  of  the  forest,  and  about 
KelsaL    A  consultation  of  the  magistracy  was  immediately  called,  and  a 
resolution  entered  into  to  storm  the  enemy*s  camp.    But  the  enterprize  was 
deemed  too  formidable,  without  die  aid  ofithe  military  ;  the  commandant  of 
the  volunteers  was  applied  to,  who  instantly  offered  the  services  af  his  gallant 
band  ;  and  as  a  nighi  aitack  was  deemed  the  most  effective,  in  the  aftenioon 
of  the  same  day,  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  in  little  more  than  an  hour's 
time,  the  whole  corps  was  mustered  in  marching  order,  fully  equipped  for  tlie 
field,  to  Che  number  of  about  cue  hundred  .and  twent3t,ran]&  and  file.    Tha 
expedition  was  a  secret  one^  and  as  few  either  of  the  ncUBP  ot  inhabitants  Imew 
its  destination,  a  thousand  rumours  spread  as  to  its  object,  some  afiurojilng 
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I783<  In  Se|>«ember9  b  grand  musical  festival,  which 
product  upwards  of  600/. 

1764.  On  the  8tfa  of  November  in  this  year,  George 
Cooke,  the  celebrated  tragedian,  mtide  his  fir^t  appear- 
ance at  our  theatre,  in  the  character  of  Hamlet,  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Piatt.  He  was  annonncedas  ^^ayoung 
gentleman ;  his  second  appearance  on  the  stage." 

one  thing  and  some  another,  but  all  agreeing  in  this,  that  the  service  was  of 
the  most  perilous  and  important  kind.  Appalling  lamentations  were  heard 
{h  every  quarter ;  and  when  the  word  march  was  given,  and  while  the  corps 
wended  tlfeir  steps  through  the  streets,  the  piercing  cries  and  sobs  of  wives, 
diildren,  sisters,  sweethearts  and  friends,  were  truly  plti&ble — all  apparently 
auguriag  that  they  should  see  their  faces  no  more  I  The  roUte  of  these  heroes 
was  towards  the  forest,  and  it  was  now  no  longer  necessary  to  conceal  from 
them,  that  they  were  destined  to  act  against  a  numerous  and  desperate  band 
of  armed  robbers.  It  was  in  the  depth  of  winter,  the  roads  were  ankle-deep 
in  mud,  and  ere  they  had  Well  cleared  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  the  shades  of 
night  had  closed  iti  nipon  them.  The  historian  is  not  informed  that  at  this 
'Stage  ot  the  expedition  a  single  ejaculation  on  tlie  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life, 
had  escaped  the  lips  of  officer  or  private,  such  was  their  ardour  for  mardid 
glory.  And  to  relieve  thfe  fatigues  of  a  long  march,  Stamford-bridge  pre- 
sented a  very  suitable  place  for  a  halt,  where,  idtliout  the  lud  of  a  foraging 
party,  « the  sign.post  caught  the  passing  eye,*'  and  where  courage  and  good 
resolution  were  rewarded  and  sustained,  with  almost  every  drop  of  beverage 
that  the  v!&age  could  furnish.  Arrived  at  Q^arvin,  an  equally  courageous 
^UMaMki  was  made  on  the  stock  of  every  Bonny  face  there  ;  and  If  report  may  be 
credited,  not  even  the  remnant  of  a  barrel  or  bottle  remained  to  cheer  thie 
IMSsmg  traveller  on  his  Way.  It  has  been  said,  that  several  distinguished 
instances  of  bravery  were  manifested  in  this  village,  as  the  storming  of  a 
^xmpl^  of  {dg-styss,  and  tlie  capture  ofhalf  a  dozen  country  clowns,  whom 
'<»trfoslty  had  drawn  tog^er  to  witness  this  grand  military  spectacle ;  but  as . 
tlM;  particulars  have  not  been  authoratively  recorded,  I  shall  pass  them  over 
with  this  slight  notice.  The  brave  little  army,  however,  full  of  Jj)mto,  soon 
arrited  near  the  scene  of  conflict,  and  they  approached  the  village  of  Kelsal, 
irllerr  tUefr  operations  were  to  commence,  with  great  drcumspection,  the 
ejAmnander.in.ddef  having  issued  his  orders  with  consummate  skllL  The 
ilrst  post  to  be  assailed  was  a  dweEUng-house  situated  at  the  end  of  the  village, 
in  wlddi  were  said  to  be  concealed  oonuderable  numbers  of  the  banditti,  wifh 
itamiense  quantities  of  booty,  arms,  and  ammunition  ^  and  nothing  0Ulft 
exceed  the  disposition  made  for  the  assault,  nor  the  piomptnessand  precisltti 
^th  which  the  orders  of  the  commander  were  executed.  In  a  very  short 
time  the  fbrtress  was  surrounded,  and  a  summons  proclaimed  by  a  violent 
JKno^  at  the  door,  and  a  demand  to  surrender  at  discretion.  This  was  sevtral 
thnes  repeated  without  eSbct,  when  just  as  the  orders  to  storm  were  about  to 

b«  given,  a  fteble  voice  from  within  was  heard,  imploring  mercy  and  protee« 
tloD,  the  door  at  the  same  time  behig  thrown  open.  The  house  was  instimtly 
iOkd  withjoldkn,  those  in  the  orear  and  flanks  having  leodVed  strict  oideH 
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1785.  The  1st  of  Sept.  Captun  G.  French^  a  gentle- 
man still  resident  in  Chester,  ascended  in  Lunardi's  bal- 
loon, from  the  Castle-yard,  four  p.  m.  and  descended  at 
six  at  Macclesfield,  40  miles. — On  the  7th,  Mr.  BaMu'in 
ascended  from  the  same  place  at  one  p.  m.  and  descended 
beyond  Warrington. 


not  to  suffer  any  of  the  enemy  to  escape  in  those  diiections.  The  oooeealed 
thieves  and  hooty  were  demanded  with  great  sternness,  while  a  poor  old 
woman,  the  only  hnman  heing  Tisible  in  the  hoose,  ahnost  petriGed  with  fear, 
wrung  her  hands,  exclaiming,  '^  O  gentlemen,  I  never  thought  it  would  come 
to  this;  bless  you  don*t  take  him  away;  he  will  marry  her,  indeed  he 
wilL**  This  inexplicable  appeal  rather  increased  than  allayed  suspicion, 
and  they  proceeded  to  search  the  premises.  Aha  diligent  inquisition, 
they  found  a  young  country  fellow,  stretched  on  the  floor  under  a  bed 
whom  they  dragged  fiorth,  half  dead  with  fear,  and  who,  on  being  inter- 
rogated,  could  be  brought  to  no  other  answer,  than  that  ^'  he  would  nuury 
her.*'  Recourse  now  being  had  to  several  persons  in  the  village,  the  result 
was  found  to  be,  diat  the  supposed  harbour  for  thieves  and  magaane  for 
booty,  was  the  residence  of  a  quiet  old  widow  of  good  repute;  that  the 
countiyman  whom  they  had  seixed  as  a  prisoner,  was  her  son  ;  that  a  young 
woman  In  a  neighbouring  parish  was  pregnant  by  him,  whom  he  had  shewn 
■some  repugnance  to  marry ;  and  that  both  the  widow  and  her  son,  supposing 
the  attack  upon  the  house  to  be  connected  with  a  design  of  the  psriah  offioen 
to  take  him  to  prison,  had  extracted  fimn  them  both,  an  assurance  that  ^  he 
would  many  her  !**  Two  or  three  other  places  on  the  borders  of  the  forest 
had  been  described  by  Bebbington  as  retreats  of  the  banditti,  but  the  decep- 
tion in  the  above  instance,  seems  to  have  abated  their  credulity,  or  cooled 
their  military  ardour.  It  was  now  past  midnight,  and  In  the  depth  of  winter; 
they  were  seven  or  eight  mUes  from  home ;  without  quarters ;  and  withal 
many  of  them  worse  for  their  stimulating  libations.  Heir  military  exploit 
being  accomplished,  there  seemed  no  fortfaer  necessity  fbr  military  discipline; 
they  grouped  together  in  twoe»  threes,  or  half  doscns,  as  chance  or  indlnatian 
dictated.  The  first  of  the  retaining  victois  did  not  reach  Chester  tfll  after 
day-light  next  nuimlng,  and  many  of  the  resr  not  till  towards  evening.  An 
awfol  suspence  pervaded  the  dty  during  the  preceding  ni|^t,  and  before  the 
i^peorance  of  day  terrific  rumours  were  general,  that  the  gallant  band  had 
cnooontered  a  numenms  enemy  on  Ddamere  forest,  and  been  cat  to  pieoes. 
It  Is  gratifying,  however,  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  the  danger  andseveii^ 
of  the  service,  not  a  life  was  lost,  the  only  injury  sustained  being  a  fow  ali^t 
wounds  and  contusions  occasioned  by  some  dumsy  somersets  In  die  lanes, 
from  which  they  an  happily  recovered.  Two  or  three  of  these  hardy  velcnos 
Muif  are  now  living,  who  still  recount  widi  much  glee  and  good  hnmoar  die 
^ories  of  that  eventful  night.  It  may  just  be  added,  that  the  wHy  Bd>biii^- 
ton  afterwards  succeeded  in  detaddng  a  posse  of  the  dvil  power  into  Wlnal, 
in  quest  of  the  rogues,  where  he  pretended  they  were  sssembled  ;  but  thi^ 
l&e  the  fonncr,  proved  a  sheer  hoax. 
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•  1786.  St.  Bridget's  church  repaired,  and  Bridge- 
street  widened.— August  28»  a  man  ran  fi*on]  the  Eastgate 
to  Christleton,  and  afterwards  round  the  outside  of  the 
city  walls  in  61  minutes;  a  distance  of  near  seven  miles. 
— Grand  festival  of  music  in  the  Cathedral ;  the  orchestra 
for  the  first  time  erected  next  the  great  west  window.-— 
On  the  lOth  of  October,  the  double  toll  formerly  claimed 
by  the  corporation  at  the  fairs,  abolished. 

1788.  John  Howard,  the  celebrated  philanthropist, 
visited  Chester.— Dec.  5.  John  Parry,  a  civil  officer,  shot 
by  Thomas  Mate,  in  Handbridge,  whom  he  was  ordered 
to  arrest. — ^July  3.  The  old  Watergate  began  to  be  taken 
down. 

1789.  Jan.  13,  fire  at  the  Pied  Bull  stables,  in  which 
the  hostler  was  burnt  to  death,  having  it  is  supposed  gone 
into  the  loft  with  a  lighted  candle,  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion.— March  16,  the  city  illuminated  in  celebration  of 
the  king's  recovery.— -Sept.  20,  Mrs.  Jordan  performed 
at  our  theatre ;  she  took  away,  in  four  night's  perform- 
ance, about  130/. — Sept.  24,  the  Dee  mills  destroyed  by 
fire ;  loss  supposed  to  be  4000/. 

1790.  June  18,  Lord  Belgrave  (the  present  Lord 
Grosvenor)  elected  representative  for  Chester,  in  the 
room  of  R.  W.  Bootle,  Esq.  who  resigned. 

179h  The  Cheshire  militia  embodied ;  their  parade 
ground  in  the  Bottom's-fields.— Sept.  6,  third  grand  festi- 
val of  music. 

1792.  Jan.  25,  the  coachman  of  Mrs.  Cowper,  of 
Overleigh,  having  taken  the  carriage  with  a  pair  of  horses 
down  by  the  toll-house  at  the  bridge,  to  the  river  to 
wash,  drove  them  beyond  their  depth  (the  tide  then  flow- 
ing) ;  the  footman  and  horses  were  drowned ;  the  coach- 
man clung  to  the  carriage,  and  saved  himself. 

1793.  Jan.  9,  Tom  Paine  burnt  in  effigy  at  the  Cross. 
— ^Tbe  lead  coffin  of  Lord  Chancellor  Gerard,  who  held 
the  Irish  seals  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  found  near  the 
altar  in  St.  Oswald's  church,  in  perfect  preservation ;  it 
had  been  interred  212  years. 
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1794.  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn*9  cavalry  regiment  of  An- 
cienc  Britons  raiBcd,  in  ^ich  were  inclnded  a  great 
number  of  Chester  lads^^Mr.  Ralph  Bddowesi  long  distin- 
guished for  hfs  opposition-  to  the  corporation,  this  year 
embarked  for  America. 

1796.  Death  of  Thomas  Gros^nor,  Esq.  reppesen- 
tative  of  Itiis  eity  for  near  forty  years ;  lie  was  succeeded 
by  Colonel  (now  General)  Grosvenor,  wlio  was  member 
for  the  ci«y  until  the  year  18264~At  the  spiring  assizes, 
Kke  those  of  1748,  there  was  not;  a  stngte  prisoner  for 
trial.-^n  tlie  1st  of  July,  the  packet«-boat  made  ita  first 
trip  on  the  eanal  to  £llesmere  port.-^On  the  lOth  of 
November^  a  shock  of  an  eartliqaake  was  felt  in  the  city. 

1796.  Jan*  19,  the  mailibeCnreenChcstoriind War- 
rington, robbed  near  Traffbrdy  by  Thomas  Brown  and 
James  Price,  who  were  aftmrwards  escecuDed  for  tiie 
offence. 

1 797*  In  this  year,  in.  the  midst  of  the  Fpeac&  war,, 
the  supplementary  militia  and  provisional  cavalry  were 
naised ;  and  in  i^)ri)^.  the  KegSment'  of  Atilcient  Britons 
commanded  by  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn^  embarked^for  Ineland. 
-•^Oct.  I,  the  first  stone  of  die  large  cohsmn  of  thc^^  por- 
tico of  the  shioe-hall,  laid  in  the  presence  of  tliel^jfal) 
Chester  volunteer^  invalids  of  the  garrison^-  and  Comiah 
t^ht4K)l«e."— Oct..  19^.  the  city  illaminated*  in  honour  of 
Buncan'a  victory.-^Oct.  S^,  the  mayor's  feast  formerly 
held  on  the  first  Sunday  after  bis  election,  abolished  i^ 
Rowland  Jones^  mayor. 

1796;  To  the  calamilie»^  of  foreign'  war,  ^ere  tfai& 
year  superadd^  a-  bfoody  rebellion  in  Ireland;  and  a 
voluntary  subscription  in  aid  of  the  country  was  recom^ 
mended'  by  gowmment.  The  sum<  raised  by  Uie  cityofi 
Chester  amountedt  to  6214/1.  ]2s.  3ii«-«*ATthutf  0?Gonnoi\t 
the  Itdsh  tntitoiv  passed  through  this  dty  in  custody  of 
a'king^s  ofBcei^  on  his  way  to  Dublin.— ^During:  tlii»  yeai^ 
an  immense  number  of  military  passed  through!  the  dty 
on  their  routo  to  il«land.^Oct.  4^  the  city  brilfiantiy 
illuminated  in  celebration  of  Nelson's-  vi^xMiy  q6  &e  Nila. 
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— Oct.  10,  the  Nag's- head  stables,  ia  Fore^ate-stree^ 
destroyed  by  fire,  id  which  ten  fine  horses  w-ere  burnt  to 
death. 

1799.  On  the  7th  of  November^  the  regiment  of 
Ancient  Britons  arrived  in  Chester,  from  Ireland ;  having 
by  their  gallant  condact  materially  contrihuled  to  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  that  country. 

1^800.  On  the  5th  of  December,  the  royal  Cheshire 
militia  arrived  here,  and  on  the  28th,  the  siipplementary 
militia^  prq)aratory  to  thedr  being  disbanded.-*^The  1st 
of  August  in  this  year,  v/beat  sold  in  Chester  market  at25«. 
per  bushel. — Dr.  M&yendie  appointed  bishop  of  the  diocese. 

1801.  Shock  of  an  earlbguafce  felt  here  about  2  aoii. 
its  direction  from  north  to  south.— -Aug*  2,  dreadful 
storm  of  thunder,  ligbtoing,  and  rain  :  Mr.  i.  Chambeiv 
Iain's  house  in  Smith's-w^dk,  struck  by  the  lightning;  a 
young  woman  so  frightened  hy  il^  as  to  cause  her  almost 
immediate  death.— Oct.  11,  the  city  illuminated  in  con- 
sequence of  the  peace,  a  royal  salute  fired  from  the  castk). 

1802.  ioiks  2i.  Dreadful  storm  of  wind;  it  cob»- 
menced  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  continued 
till  the  next  day  in  the  forenoon*  The  vanes  blown  off 
the  churches^  and  many  houses  uncoofed^-^March  3A^  five 
prisoners  broke  out  of  the  castle.^April  26,  the  miKtia 
disembodied.-— May  10,  the  volunteers  disbanded  at  the 
castle.-«-July  6.  Lord  JBelgrave  and  General  Grosveuor 
elected  members  for  the  ci^^«*-Aug.  5,  Eacl  Grosvenor 
died;  he  was  the  oldest  alderman  of  the  corpocalion ^of 
the  oity.  On  the  17th,  his  ferdahip's  remains  pwssed 
through  the  city  for  inlenment  at  Eccleston^  in  grand 
procession;  23  carriages  formed  part  of^it,  in  nine  of 
which  were  the  mayor  and  corporation,  and  a  long  train 
of  tenantry  on  horseback. — Aug.  25,  firsts  cour^  beU  by 
the  mayor  in  the  Exchange^  since  the  taking  down  of  the 
Pentice  at  the  Cross. — Dec.  15.  Mr.  Drax  Grosvenor 
returned  member  for  the  city. 

1803.  The  insolence  and  ambitious  prG^aolSfOfi^uo- 
napatte^  now  jraited  to  the  consul^ip  ^  Prance,  had  so 
fiilly  developed  themselves,  that  it  had  become  obvious  in 
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an  early  period  of  this  year,  hostilities  were  inevitable. 
The  preparations  for  invading  Britain,  made  by  France, 
called  forth  a  simultaneous  burst  of  loyalty  and  patriotism 
from  all  classes  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  this 
competition,  the  citizens  of  Chester  were  not  behind  the 
most  zealous  of  their  fellow-subjects.    In  a  very  brief 
interval  upwards  of  four  hundred  thousand  men  appeared 
in  arms,  ready  to  defend  their  native  shores.    So  nume- 
rous, indeed,  were  these  voluntary  associations,  that  it 
rendered  a  previdus  act  of  the  legislature  for  raising  the 
levy  en  masse  perfectly  superfluous.    The  French  ruler 
viewed  with  astonishment  this  extraordinary  display  of 
national  energy ;  and  though  his  preparations  were  con- 
tinued,  the  intention    of  carrying  them  into  eflect  is 
thought  to  have  been  secretly  abandoned.    In  addition  to 
the  grand  fleet  at  Brest,  which  was  supposed  to  be  destined 
for  the  invasion  of  Ireland,  an  immense  number  of  trans- 
ports and  gun-boats  had  been  ordered  to  be  built,  with 
the  greatest  expedition,  in  the  French  ports,  under  the 
idea  that  some  thousands  of  them  might  be  required. 
On  the  27th  of  July,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Exchange  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  corps,  and  giving 
the  citizens  an  opportunity  of  enrolling  their  names :  the 
hall  was  filled  to  excess,  all  ranks  pressing  forward  to 
place  themselves  among  the  defenders  of  their  country ; 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  the  Chester  volunteers 
numbered  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  effective  men. 
On  the  1st  of  September,  Prince  William  of  Gloucester 
arrived  in  Chester ;  on  the  day  following,  the  freedom  of 
the  city  was  presented  to  his  highness ;  and  on  Sunday 
'the  4th,  he  ihspected  the  volunteers  on  the  Roodee,  and 
accompanied  them  to  cathedral,  where  the  bishop  preached 
a  sermon.    On  the  21st  the  London  Gazette  contained 
the  names  of  the  officers,  of  whom  the  following  is  a  list : 

JJeui,- Colonel  Comnumiiaiil— 'Roger  Barnston. 

lAeuiXoUnuU^E,  O.  VTrench,  £.  Holt. 

McQon'^J,  WUmot,  R.  Swetenham. 

CaptaxM^C.  Hamilton,  J.  Fluitt,  S.  Leake,  H.  R.  Hughes,  Hon.  £. 
Massey,  C.  MomU,  P.  Homborston,  H.  Harrison,  O.  Fnacb,.  W.  Maasey, 
R.F.Cunie. 
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iMnlmoiiif— H.  Bowen,  J.  Coigsevre^  T.  Cotton,  H.  Oivjr,  P.  W. 
"Ward,  E.  Vernon,  O.  Ardier,  J.  Ward,  P.  Flenegan,  W.  Seller,  T.  Jen- 
kbn,  R.  Btlttain,  D.  Aldeitey,  T.  Rsthbone,  J.  Parry,  K,  Roberts,  S. 
Bttinphreys,  T.  Etoos,  J.  Cooper,  T.  Poole,  T.  Smith,  T.  Francu,  W. 
Howard,  W.  Cole,  J.  Monk. 

£iif^ii»— S.  DaTies,  J.  Finchett,  J.  Moulson,  O.  Bailey,  D.  F.  Jones, 
W.  Bage,  P.  Stanford,  W.  Shaw,  T.  Crane. 

dufplam-Jiew.  P.  Ward,  D.D. 

Pay.Arai(«r— T.  Edwards. 

iSw^eoii— W.  Wynne. 

il<2/ii«aiit— W.  M.  Henderson. 

Suarter'MaUer — R.  Bowers. 

AATii.L£Er  CoHYANT.— oCapfosn^-T.  Dizon.  Zt«iif«ttati<s— J. 
Uoyd,  W.  Cortney,  T.  Atkinson. 

On  the  28tb  of  December,  in  this  year,  an  affray  oc- 
curred in  the  city  which  threatened  serious  consequences. 
A  press-gang  was  here  actively  engaged  in  securing  sea- 
faring men  for  his  Majesty's  navy.  On  the  above  day, 
the  volunteers  had  been  on  duty ;  it  is  probable  the  press- 
gang  had  received  information  that  one  of  their  body, 
Daniel  Jackson,  had  been  at  sea,  and  notwithstanding 
his  military  capacity,  and  while  numbers  of  the  corps 
were  walking  about  the  streets,  they  seized  him,  with  an 
intent  to  take  him  to  the  rendezvous.  This  irritated  his 
companions,  who  attempted  a  rescue ;  and  after  a  severe 
scuffle  between  the  votaries  of  the  land  and  sea  service, 
Jackson  was  lodged  in  the  Northgate  gaol  for  secu-  * 
rity.  By  this  act  the  volunteers  were  still  more  violently 
incensed,  and  collecting  together  in  great  numbers,  still 
wearing  their  military  habiliments,  they  surrounded  the 
prison,  which  they  burst  open,  and  liberated  their  com- 
panion. Some  slight  commotions  followed,  but  the 
tumult  ended  without  any  material  injury.  A  court  of 
inquiry  was  subsequently  held  to  investigate  the  affair 
between  the  press-gang  and  the  volunteers,  when  the 
latter,  as  a  body,  were  exonerated  from  censure.  At  the 
autumn  assizes  following,  D.  Humphreys  was  convicted  of 
being  concerned  in  the  tumult. 

1804,  Feb.  7*  the  volunteers  inspected  by  CoL  Cuy- 
ler« — March  19,  the  colours  presented  to  the  Chester 
volunteers  by  the  lady  of  Colonel  Bamston,  in  the  area 
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froiltin^ '  his  house  in  Foregate-street.  After  the  cere- 
moDy,  the  regiment  marched  to  the  cathedittl^  where  the 
colours  were  consecnkted.  From  church  the  corps  pro- 
ceeded about  a  mile  on  the  Wrexham  road,  to  escort  into 
the  city  two  new  beautiful  brass  field  {nechs  (short  sixes) 
cast  at  Bersham.— May  18.  Ashton  light-horse,  Wigan 
rifle  corps,  and  St.  Helen's  volunteers,  on  permMient  duty 
here.— June  4,  5,  the  Chester  volunteers  niarched  to 
Oswestry  and  EUesmere.— June  20,  the  Warrington  vo- 
lunteers marched  into  Chester  on  permanent  duty. — Oct. 
1>  the  Chester  volunteers  reviewed  by  General  Burton; 
after  which  they  set  o£f  in  56  waggons  through  the  city  to 
Vfcar's  Cross,  then  through  Littlelon  and  Cfaristleton  to 
Foregate-street,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  facility 
with  which  they  might  be  conveyed,  in  case  of  tflvasioii. 
— Oct.  6j  the  volunTeerS  reviewed  by  the  Dake  of  Gftou- 
eester,  and  his  soft.  Prince  William,  on  the  Roodee. 
Their  foyal  highnesses  were  received  on  the  gixrand  with 
presented  arms,  followed  by  a  general  salute^— In  the 
election  for  sheriff  this  year^  Mr.  John  WiHiamsoa  was 
started  against  Mn  Broster,  whose  ftther  had  rendered 
himself  unpopular  by  the  part  he  took  in  ftvour  of  the 
tlife  press-gang,  in  the  preceding  I>ecember.  Mn  Wil- 
Kamson  was  returned,  without  a  contest. — In  November, 
Master  Betty,  the  "  Youngf  Roscius,''  was  performing  at 
our  theatre. 

1805.  Parry  and  Truss's  eo&ch  manufactory^  in  Fore- 
jfate-street,  burnt  down.— May  15-,  the  Chester  volmiteers 
marched  to  Warringtdn  for  21  days  permanent  duty.— 
Nov.  ^,  the  city  brilliantly  illuminated  in  honour  of 
Nelson's  victory  at  'I¥afalgar.  On  this  occasion,  the 
volunteers,  at  intervals,  fir^d  round  the  city  walls  a  feu 
de  Joicj  and  a  royal  saltite  Avas  fired  by  the  afrtillery,  sta- 
tioned opposite  Colonel  Wrench's  house,  near  the  Water- 
gate.—Dec.  10.  Death  6f  Dean  Cotton,  at  Bath. 

1806.  March  4,  old  buildings  at  the  Cross  palled 
do^n.— May  22,  Davies  Davenpom,  Esq.  returned  for  the 
county,  in  the  room  of  W.  £g^rton,  Esq.  deceased.*^ 
July  H^,  dreadful  storm ;  the  mast  of  a  ship  at  tbe  Crane 


«1)ivered  jto  pieces  by  tl^  ligbfyung*— Sept  14,  loss  of  the 
King  George  packet,  off  Hoylake,  in  this  port,  with  170 
pa^^ogers  on  bpard ;  opiy  ti^e  steward  arid  f^ur  ^sailoi^ 
were  saye^. — Sept.  30,  a  gr^d  festival  of  xpusic. — Oct. 
31,  General  Grosv^ej^or  and  1^.  £.  D.  GrQSveqor  returned 
iimeinbers  fpr  tj^e  c^ty. — Nov.  2^,  jthe  umff  mills  ji^urnt 

1807.  Jan.  7^  a  watchman  oaw.ed  Qaulton  foun^ 
r4rowaed  in  the  c^x^  locks  ^  the  Tower  \yharf ;  verdict^ 
mJfyf  tmurder^-^M^  6,  Mr.  John  JSgexton  .elected  mem- 
t>er  of  ;p^rluinQient  for  t^e  dty.— pc;t.  23,  Earl  Grgsvenor 
elected  mayon-rl^oy.  5,  Ave  .convicts  fcxjfi^e  their  escape 
.€rom  .the  c^tle.^— P^  }i,  graoid  dinqeir  giy^9  byft^;. 
JBger'ton  1^  the.0ffiqer3.0f  )^e  volunte^ers  M  Oulton. 

18Q8.  /a^.  1,  i^plendid  dinner  gji.veo  ,by  Earl  Gros- 
venor  (mayor)  at  tl^  Es^chfii^e,  .to  200  |»<erson3 :  a  Christ- 
ina pje  an  the  t^e  w^hich  wei^bed  )54lbs.-T-Nov. 
-Chester  ilpcal  qij,lit4a,e^^hli^heid  j  its  nucg^ber  1223  men. 

1809.  Jan.  l^^'tbe  .si^f^-h(>u^  in  .Cvj>|>in-s^eet  de- 
stroyed by  fire.rrj[an». 27, 4^  in  tbe  Hop-jpole-yftrd  J  part 
/qf  ,tt>e  C^pnicle-^c^ce  idc^^oy^^  i^d  a  larg^  quantUy  of 
jstationary.— ;J^ly  5,  U;i;^io9-;haii  in  ^orej^ate- street  finjt 
^pen^yrrOct.  B.  Ev6ipw|^sb^hpp.oif,C^e.8tqr.— 6ct.^2^^^ 
4»^qbi*^l&on  ,qf  Jtbe  jubitecj;  Ms  ;^^jesty  bi^Qg  ftUajned 
^  50tb  yearofhi^/eigii.  An^tiji^  footed.  The  corpo- 
ration and  all  the  >pvibUc  ^odie?  ^w^ent  in  |),roces3ion  .to  the 
isatbf^I — Oct.  3J[,  ;t^ie  Chesbire^ii^itia.teft  this  .c?iy  for 
^unton. 

1810.  May  1^,  the  ^bqp  <;>f  Mr.  Fletcher,  watqh- 
,iDak^>  ^t.the  Eas^Ate^trobbed,  for  vi;h|qb,two.pie9,JSmi^h 
and  tClarke,  were  .afterwards  ex;ecuted«-— July  10,  the 
ibank  of  JMessrs.  Rpwton  and  Mp,rhaH  stopped  pay mcint.-^ 
yApg.  22,  the  Prince  pf  Qrange  visited  Chester,-rNov.^, 
ajpiece  of  plate,  value  150gs., holding  i^bput  two  gallons, 
presented  by  the  offiqei:3  Qf  the  Iqqal  m^itia,  to  Cqlonel 
fiai:n8t9n.r-General  Qrqsyepqr  elected  ipayor. 

49U .  Scaffqldijjg  erecting  for  taking  dpwn  the  gpire 
ftf  Trinity  chttrchcrJ^ne  20,  first^stope  of  the  Propyteum, 
4>r^gneat'ffQtrapce  tp  the.ci^t^e,]aid  b^Lieuy^qoi.  Tr^ 
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ford,  of  the  Codgleton  local  mflhia.-Sept.  Earl  Grosvenor 
h«  noble  ftAer,  to  the  corporation,  which  were  placed 
manoTactory  burnt  down  a  second  time 

.t  th?!.Lf  P'"  ^'  .*?'^  *' "  Sf*^*  °"»b«r  of  Luddites 
J  the  cartle,  ««orted  by  the  Ashton  Hayes  cavalry.~Mw 
^  a  strong  detachment  of  the  Chester  regimen7;flc3 

JSr«ril  •  *^/T'^  f^  ammunition,  marehedto 
quell  the  riots  m  and  about  Stockport.-Part  of  the  local 
mU,t.a  assembled  on  permanent  duty  in  the  ci^  da^ 
4e  tnals  of  the  rioters  by  the  .pedal  commi,sion.-Z 
24  opening  of  the  commission :  on  this  occasion  an  iZ 
^Img  was  for  the  first  time  fixed  round  the  bar  Tr 
W.  W.  Wyon  elected  Mayor  this  year. 

city .  hi^;i"  «  **';  ^^^u'  **^  Pbilanthr^pist  visited  the 
city ,  he  left  several  small  donations  to  be  distributirf 

Tbadfer8y.-l>ec.  Mrs.  Jonfcn  performed  at  the  th«itre 

this  day,  a^cZ^U^lTT  '»«^'»«»*— '««.  10, 
^^     r,  »ue  t.Aeff«r  ^mi/rf  died  a  natuml  death :  it  had 

a  fo>r  prom«e  of  a  permanent  existence.         N         ^ 
of  the  ^Xiif  Sfnn"""""' '" -»»e>-tion 

fim  t^it'thTtoter^a?^?^,!*^  «'*''«''«^  -««-  ft>^  the 

up  the  lamps  at  ttrtwCk'^nr*-  ^^»«°*»S 
which  felluDonn  fin!  '  *  stone  was  dispfactA 

her  skS^^\C  JeJ^b%y;^"»^-7«-below,andfracturi^ 

of  the  coioraLn  teiSr.     ^^^^  ^'  *  «"*''*^  processiorN 
societies  X     n\        ^^^^P^^'^s,  free  masons,  friendly 

anxious  to  shew^JS',  T^-'    ?'  *^^  "iti^ns  of  Chester, 

Unfa  Com^meXr'Srtl*'-''^'^^^^-'''*^ 

«n«  Hiu,  for  their  noble  exploits 
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tinder  the  immortal  WelKngton,  in  Portugal,  Spain  and 
France,  invited  tliem  to  a  gi*and  dinner  at  the  Royal 
Hotel.  Lord  Combermere  was  escorted  from  Hawardea 
tcoming  out  of  Wales)  by  Sir  S.  R.  Glynne's  troop  of 
light  horse,  under  the  comfnand  of  Lieut.  S.  Boydelt.  At 
Orerlegh  the  generals  ascended  a  triumphal  car,  elegantly 
decorated,  and  drawn  by  four  wliite  horses,  with  drivers 
In  scarlet  liveries ;  they  were  then  addresijed  by  Colonel 
fiarnston,  in  a  most  elegant,  energetic  and  appropriate 
complimentary  speech,  to  which  each  of  the  noble  gene^- 
rals  returned  short  and  modest  answers.  At  the  Bridge^ 
gate  they  were  received  by  the  corporation  in  their  robes, 
with  the  sword  and  mace  of  the  city,  the  mayor  congra- 
tulating tlie  generals  on  their  safe  return  after  their  glo- 
rious career  of  victory  in  the  Peninsula ;  they  were 
conducted  through  files  of  the  22nd  regiment  to  the 
Exchange,  where  the  freedom  of  the  city  was  conferred 
in  the  usual  manner,  and  afterwards  escorted  to  the  Royal 
Hotel,  where  a  sumptuous  dinner  bad  been  prepared,  and 
the  ball-room  splendidly  decorated  for  the  occasion.  A 
very  large  and  most  respectable  company  attended ;  every 
thing  was  conducted  widi  the  utmost  regularity,  and  die 
noble  lords  several  times  addressed  the  meeting  in  suitable 
speeches,  on  the  healths  of  themselves  and  of  other  mem- 
bers of  their  families  being  drank.— Sept.  21,  a  man 
named  George  Post,  who  had  been  convicted  on  falise 
evidence  of  highway  robbery,  and  was  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted on  the  24th,  received  a  respite,  and  afterwards  a 
free  pardon.  He  was  indebted  for  his  life  to  the  inde&- 
tigable  exertions  of  the  humane  constable  of  the  castle, 
Mr.  Httdson.--Sept.  27,  grand  festival  of  music— Nov. 
St.  Mary's  church-yard  inclosed  with  iron  railing, 

1816.  March  8,  the  body  of  Frances  Buller,  a  re- 
spectable woman  between  60  and  70  years  of  age,  from 
Newton-in«the- Willows,  was  discovered  lying  on  the  river 
bank,  near  the  sluice-house;  the  skull  was  completely 
fractured  in  several  directions,  the  bones  of  the  nose  and 
fordiead  beat  in,  with  some  incisions  as  if  given  with  a 
sharp  instrument,  the  skin  was  also  off  her  bands,  and 
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there  were  oiber  bruits  aa  if  receive^  in  8trt|ggUDg  with 
some  one,  or  werdiag  off  biowfi.  A  vefy  fall  iaFestigatioQ 
befoi^  the  coroner  took  place,  wjien  thp  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  wilful  qaunderagakiRt  soipe  pQrBoo  or  persons 
iiDko0wn*-**Sept«  23,  Kean,  the  trage^ian^  first  appeared 
fli;  ibe  CboHer  thcAitre,  in  tbe  cbaraeier  ik  Richard  UI.--- 
49cl.  83,  'tbe  Prince  jElegent*$  r^g^unont  of  Cbesbire  yeo* 
niaArjr  cavalry,  fibwt  430  strong,  and  a  remarkably  fine 
body  of  men  most  admina^Iy  mounted,  under  the  command 
4^  thekr  <$olpn0l,  Sir  J.  F.  Leicesiter,  lap^arched  into  theri^ 
4m  permanent  duty. 

)816»  Mafichy  Ana  Moore,  tbe  cdebnitcid  FAsarrNO 
jromwj  cMftned  t n  tbe  oastle,  fqr  a  vot^qiT  a(«Stp^port : 
4iariag  ber  cpn&miieiit,  sbe  mrumlt>lH$fy  recovcured  her 
«|af>^tite«**- April  21,  tfie  bady  of  Samuel  Wildlaips^  col* 
loetor  of  the  Nortbgate  itoV9,  iowd  in  tbe  carnal,  «ader 
tb^  old  hom^  of  c^rvectioQ.;  it  was  sippmised  by  spme 
itbat  bia.bad  )bew  'mi^^ed.-7li(Iay  24^^lie  wa^oijeeof 
Mr.  Wbi^QU,  on  Ithe  lloodae,.dQstr<^adbyfij:^.— :J(4y4, 
Abe  jnuqipr,  J.  C^tgn^ve,  fipq^  j^o^y^  «t()e  ^qponr  of 
k(nigbl;bopd^S^.  4»  tbe  dftffi^reiM;  JNg!^  ^of  "tbe  ir^ 
ivaspns  ^ifen.t  in  prpoessipn  fmm  Ibe  Faa)^bf^  inn  to 
jBoHgbtQn,  ffm»  w^i^nae  Hh^  pi!oaQ^4^  in<Q#ri^g^^  ^9 
4»wt  ftb^  JE^.  tt.  M.  ;ia  rtbe  «?^fm<Hiy  »qf  lft»ing,}fee  jkejr 
ffitone  K>C  ]tbe  jsteople  aisoh  of  Delami^ire  (^yt^pr^ti. 

A8I7;.  iQn  tihe  4tb  <i)f  /a«.  .*e;grind  .4li*P  Niebolas 

of  iRnasiB  ^tbe  pv^^eap  c^p^jw^  wbol^Mi  heea  ^i^kingia 

Mttr  of  'the  tnorthevn  pact  of  ^E^la.wl,  visited  C^ter. 

He  was  attended  by  GmeralKutos^w,  wh^aeiaJtber^nd 

.4fimn  'Bnonaparte  o^t  of^BMsia^  Gweral  Sf^wpi8p|i,:af|d 

fa?eral  .otb^r  rRw^ian  noUemep.    Ouitlie  foUowing/^y» 

his  higbne9%  attended  hf  ifi^  isuite,.UftspfM^tedQMr«wal)s 

.and  sevi^ral  oftbi^tpfuUic>niidii^,.apdiiHrti9e  fi^vpning  set 

.0ff«ibr  ^jinnMay^'^afS^at^of.^irW.  W.  Wym.    Wb^ 

ftbe/iUpptisious  ^tiiang^r  an^pect^diiis  sleepipg  aBWMii^^^ 

/at  '4he  <Spyal jHpi^i,  he.orderadaqpantity.of^cilfian^tisiw 

)tlhba<plac^  on  «b^  ftoor tin  affonvepimiitjp^ifff (t^ffQ^K^^ 

ifor  bis  ba^,  icO^^ai^iiig  M>M^*  ^Jaakwn,  Hhffi rPfiJ'im^ 

aoidiai:,  ^aml  tint  ivas  4»e  nnitpri^  op  .wfbv^^b^f^hvws 
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repo6ed.-^A  subeeription  of  15O0L  raised  in  aid  of  tbe 
poor  duriag  the  severity  of  the  seaaoHi-^On  tiie  28tb  of 
Febvuarjy  a  piAlie  meetiRg  was  held  at  this  Town-faally 
coBvened  by  the  maydr^  to  coBsidm*  the  pi^opriftty  of  peti* 
thming^  parliaoieiit  against  the  anspensiixi  trf  the  Aaiou 
cmfms  act^  and  BDtwidntttndiDg  a  strong  oppontion  was 
offered^  the  resolntioiifi  fo#  pistitions  were  cvrried  by  lai^e 
majorilaesi  At  this  period,  an  active  politicai  fermeiit 
penraded  the  country  generally^  and  espeeialty  the  mantt- 
factoring  dtstricta  of  this  county.  The  daa^roos  yell  for 
amual  pariiaraents  and  unitersal  suffrage  had  beeft  echoed 
by  the  demagogue  orators  of  the  day^  and  every  grade 
beneath  the  middle  ranks  of  societ];v  ^^^^  ^P  '^  ^Vkh  to 
support  the  sacred  cause.  Popular  meetHq^  betd  in  the 
open  mr,  became  general,  and  dodtrinea  that  threatened 
the  subversion  of  ali  government  #ere  prbclaioied  in 
language  approa^mqr  to  rebeilion.  On  the  13th  #f 
Marcfa^  a  eoaoh,  eaiiorted  by  a  strong  body  of  the  £arl  of 
Cfaester*«  cavalry  arrived  at  the  oastte^  containing  SI  of 
these  infatuated  men^  chlurged  n^ith  treaaoMble  and  sciii- 
tioiis  praetiBe%  appretntoded  ait  Heaton  Norris^  and  cono- 
tnitted  to  our  castiey  tinder,  the  act  then  necently  passed 
for  snspendfaig  the  Anbte  corpus  tat-^-On  the  9gA  of 
Jaoe  a  very  aerious  fire  ticottrred  in  the  iship-yaitl  6f  Mr. 
CortneyV  netar  the  Crane,  hy  which  cbturidbinMe  profMrty 
WM  4leatroyed.«*-The  ministers  of  tibe  crown  having  inti- 
taiated  an  intention  tof  extendlag  die  terns  fof  tfab  «i9pen- 
sbn  of  the  An&ras  tatjms  mc^  e  Itteond  public  meeting 
WW  beld  ait  the  Town-ball,  <and  resointions  adopted  by 
die  majority,  to  precfent  petitibnsto  the  Iggislatiirfe  against 
that  measure  f  eounter-petitians  were  also  liignod  ind 
pvesented.  Jn  'the  fotttywing  week»  a  number  of  respedt- 
able  gentlemen  of  >the  city  held  a  meeting  ui  'the  Inner 
Benttce,  and  agreed  to  iorm  an  asskHnatJon^  to  be^oilled 
the  King  md  CotntUuiion  Glub  j  of  Ithis  chdi,  Colonel 
BamstOQ  was  ekotiad  |iresidiniCy  asd -tfae  anembersy  in  a 
few  daya  were  announoed  te  be^wte  hniwhwd  nrid  ferty- 
cq^^On  the  aOth  of  Octobei^  a  attings  baok^or  the 
oiir'^fwwtablirimd^ at  a  pnUic steeling  MeldMikea^ovm 
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hall. — ^Tlie  19th  of  November,  was  a  day  on  which  the 
citizens  of  Chester  warmly  sympathized  in  the  nationai 
sorrow,  and  on  which  were  committed  to  the  dust,  the 
remains  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales :  not  only  were 
the  shutters  closed,  but  all  the  shops  were  completely 
made  up,  and  there  was  a  general  suspension  (rfbiicine8»: 
the  pulpits  were  hung  with  Mack,  and  deep  moomiog 
generally  worn :  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  the 
bells  of  the  several  churches  commenced  tolling  by  mi- 
nuter, and  continued  their  mournful  monotony  tiU  mid- 
night*-In  September  in  this  year,  a  second  attempt  was 
made  to  establish  a  third  newspaper  in  this  city,  under 
the  title  of  the  Chester  Guardian,  which  in  its  commence- 
ment appeared  to  possess  an  extent  of  patronage  that 
bade  lair  to  draw  it  through  all  the  disadvantages  of  an 
inbnt  up-hill  establishment.  Several  influential  indivi- 
duals in  the  county,  who  embraced  nobility  in  their  train, 
and  a  still  greater  number  of  gentlemen  within  the  city, 
opened  their  purse-strings,  and  subscribed  what  were 
considered  ample  sums  in  aid  of  this&vourite  undertaking. 
A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Gorton,  a  man  of  superior 
talent,  was  brought  down  from  London,  as  the  Editor,  to 
whom  was  assigned  a  salary  which  few  provincial  journals 
could  bear,  while  every  department  of  the  concern  was 
over-weighted  with  expence.  The  p<ditical  principles  of 
the  paper  were  decidedly  those  of  the  fFk^,  or  lAberaly 
and  indeed,  the  dissemination  of  these  was  obviously 
more  an  object  with  the  proprietors,  than  profit  But 
the  spirit  of  the  times  in  this  district  was  then  adverse, 
generally  speaking,  to  all  national  policy  that  was  not 
directed  by  the  government,  and  the  Guardian  received 
but  a  very  partial  share  of  puUie  support.  It  is  also  to 
be  considered,  that  where  there  is  already  a  medium  of 
public  communication  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  trade, 
commerce,  and  intelligence,  every  addkional  vebide 
operates  as  a  tax  upon  all  description  of  property ;  aad 
as  two  newsp^ters  had  long  been  existing  in  the  dty^  the 
necessity  of  a  thirds  for  any  of  these  objects,  were  not 
recognbed.    Hence  this  essential  source  of  a  newspaper's 


revciitte  feHtng  with  the  Gmrfian,  eonMded  with  to 
limited  ciretttaltoD,  imposed  the  necessity  of  ft  cootiaiial 
demand  upon  the  poelcete  of  its  parmf$ ;  who,  in  about 
two  years  grew  weary  of  the  eacpense^  and  finaUy  left  it 
to  its  fftte.  In  an  evil  hour,  Mr.  Galway,  who  for  some 
tima  had  been  its  printer,  took  tlie  conoern  upon  himself, 
and  dragged  on  tlie  paper  till  the  mcHith  of  November, 
1823,  when  it  demised.  Thus  after  two  atten^itjs  to 
establish  a  tMrd  paper  in  Chester,  in  both  which  several 
thousand  pomids  have  been  thrown  away,  the  ftilility  of 
sach  a  prefect  is  qmte  apparent.  The  district  is  not  equal 
to  it ;  and  nothing  bnt  extreme  incapacity,  or  excessive 
delinquency  in  one  or  both  of  tlie  present  journals,  can 
ever  warrant  the  experiment. 

1818.  I  have  in  vmn  looked  through  the  annals  of 
this  year  for  something  interesting  or  amusing;  but 
scareely  an  incident  is  to  be  found  dtber  of  importance 
or  novelty  beyond  this,  that  the  8«in  rose  and  set  as  usual. 
I  of  coarse  except  two  electioneering  contests  which  oc- 
curred, one  for  members  of  parliament,  and  the  other  for 
city  sheriffs ;  but  the  account  of  these  will  be  embodied 
In  the  PtdUkei  Hmiery. 

1819.  In  January  this  year,  some  additional  light  was 
thrown  upon  Foregate-street,  by  the  introdnetion  of  gas- 
lamps.— About  one  a'dock  at  noon,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
ibe  city  was  thrown  into  great  agitaticHi,  in  which  exal- 
tation and  gfoom  were  about  equally  blended,  by  the 
arrival  of  an  express  fifom  London,  bringing  intelligence 
that  a  committee  of  the  commons  had  pronounced  that 
Greneral  Grosvenor  and  Lord  Bdgrave  were  the  members 
duly  elected ;  against  whose  return  Sir  J.  6.  Egerton  and 
Mr.  WiHiains  had  petitioned.— On  the  same  night,  how- 
ever, an  occurrence  took  place  in  the  city,  which  could 
oiily  excite  one  common  feeling  of  sorrow.  A  Kttle 
before  twelve  o'clock,  it  was  discovered  that  a  fire  had 
hiK>ken  out  in  the  upper  story  of  that  extensive  building, 
Ae  Dee  Mills.  The  progress  of  the  flames  were  ex- 
tremely rapM,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  entire  fiibric  pre- 
sented one  vast  volame  of  flame.    There  war  a  great 
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quantity  of  corn,  both  barley  and  wheats  on  the  premises^ 
and  the  flames  ascending  to  an  immense  height,  iUumi' 
nateil  the  country  throughout  a  circuit  oi  several  miles-- 
presenting  a  magnificent  boft  terrific  spectacle^  the. en* 
gines  were  soon  <m  the  spot,  and  were  ably  directed. 
The  saving  of  the  mills  soon  became  a  hopeless  object, 
and  it  then  occurred  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  im^rtance, 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  devouring  element  to  the 
property  adjoining,  for  at  one  time  the  water-works  and 
the  paper-mill  were  in  imminent  peril.  Those  buildings 
were  fortunately  secured,  as  was  also  the  whole  line  of 
warehouses  in  Skinner-street.  In  the  mean  time  every 
endeavour  was  used  to  save  the  property  in  the  mill^  but 
about  100  bags  of  corn  only  were  thrown  out*  Mr. 
Frost,  with  much  difficulty  and  appalling  risk,  contrived  to 
snatch  his  books  from  the  general  ruin,  but  a  man  consir 
derably  advanced  in  years,  named  Davies,  fell  a  victim  to 
bis  intrepidity— 4ie  was  literally  burnt  to  a  cinder ;  and 
when  found  about  eleven  o'clock  next  morning,  merely 
the  body,  shoulders,  and  thighs  remained,  parched  into 
an  undistinguisbable  mass,  not  three  feet  in  length. 
About  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  roof  fell  in, 
and  by  six  o'clock,  a  portion  only  of  the  outside  walls 
remained  standing*  Two  of  the  engines  were  employed 
nearly  the  whole  of  Sunday  playing  on  the  smoking  ruins« 
How  the  fire  originated  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  no 
doubt  existed  that  it  was  entirely  accidental.  The  de- 
struction of  property  ha&  been  estimated  at  40,000/.  the 
building,  however,  was  ensured  to  a  considerable  amount. 
It  is  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  this  was  the  third  time 
these  mills  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  This  immense 
edifice  has  been  rebuilt,  but  it  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret, 
that  the  offer  of  the  proprietor  to  Ihll  back  in  the  foui^ 
dation^  by  which  the  entrance  to  the  bridge  would 
have  been  materially  widened,  was  not  acceded  to.*— 
On  the  15th  of  March  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Town-ball,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
petitioning  parliament  to  erect  a  bridge  oyer  the  river 
Conway,  &c.  &c.  when  a  petition  was  adopted*    This 


natioiitti  measure  has  been  siace  completed ;  whicb^  takea 
in  connection  with  the  fine  new  bridge  over  the  Dee  at 
Chester,  will  certainly  tend  to  preserve  our  present,  if  not 
restore  a  portion  of  our  lost  travelling,  from  the  north 
and  eastern  counties  of  England  through  Chester  to  Ire- 
land.— On  the  10th  of  May,  Gen.tSrosvenor  was  presented 
with  a  piece  of  plate,  in  the  form  of  a  candelabra,  by  the 
mayor,  at  the  Feathers  Inn,  on  b^alf  ofbis  fellow-citizens, 
for  his  long  and  faithful  parliamentary  services ;;  on  wliicb 
occasion,  a  grand  dinner  was  given. — Oct.  16th,  Prince 
Leopold,  consort  of  our  beloved  Princess  Charlotte,  ho- 
noured the  city  with  a  visit.  His  royal  highness  had  been 
invited  by  Earl  Grosvenor,  to  spend  a  few  days  at  Eaton- 
hall,  fi'om  whence  he  made  sevetal  excursions  to  the  city^ 
•whose  antiquities  he  examined  with  great  precision. 
The  prince  remained  with  his  noble  host  from  Saturday 
to  Tuesday,  in  which  interval  he  was  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  city  by  the  corporation.-^An  opposition 
"to  the  corporation  nomination  of  mayor  and  sheriff  was 
this  year  again  attempted,  but  in  both  cases  failed ;  Mr. 
Williamson  was  raised  to  the  oflSce  of  i^ief  magistrate, 
and  Mr.  Sefton  to  that  of  sheriff. — Great  popular  commo- 
tions pervaded  the  neighbouring  county  of  Lancaster,  and 
«ome  parts  of  Cheshire  during  this  year.  The  phrenzy 
for  parliamentary  reform  seems  now  to  have  reached  its 
zenith ;  but  the  city  itself  was  preserved  in  undisturbed 
placidity.  In  the  manufacturing  districts,  where  the  very 
lowest  grade  of  society  formed  the  overwhelming  bulk  of 
the  population,  the  harangues  of  mob  orators  were  suited 
to  the  capacities  and  the  inflamed  passions  of  the  multi- 
tude ;  but  here,  if  not  higher  in  the  scale  of  intellectual 
endowments,  the  lower  orders  of  Chester  were  at  least 
less  under  the  influence  of  depraved  principles ;  and  it 
xleserves  to  be  recorded  to  the  credit  of  our  old  city,  that 
during  the  long  period  of  political  conflict  the  district  was 
destined  to  endure,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  inhabitant 
who  was  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  disaffection. 

1820.  In  January  the  gentry  and  higher  orders  in 
the  x;ity  were  laudably  employed  in  raising  a  public 
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subscriiytibn  fbr  the  isafftfring  poor  is  the  city  during  the 
ittclemeiicy  of  a  severe  season,  Mrliioh  was  Hber^iUy  sup- 
ported and  eflbctively  applied;  Earl  Grosvtfior  beaded 
the  subscription  by  a  benefoctton  of  lOOT. — Towards  the 
end  of  this  months  the  citizens  were  caikd  upon  to  mourn 
for  the  death  of  the  king's  foarth  son^  ibe  DAe  of  Kent ; 
and  in  a  very  few  days  afterwards^  for  oar  revered  mo* 
narch,  George  the  Third.— On  the  l€th  <tf  Jane,  the 
court  of  Icing's  bench  granted  a  rule  for  a  criminal  infor* 
niation  against  Mr.  WilIianksoii»  maybr  of  Gliester,  for 
refusing  to  admit  several  individuals  to  their  freedom 
during  the  late  election,  by  which  Sir  Ji  G.  Egerton  bad 
been  deprived  of  his  seat  in  parliament.^— On  the  33id  of 
Decetnber,  the  Dnke  of  Wellington,  by  invitatioii,  paid  a 
visit  to  Comliermere  Abliey,  the  seat  of  bb  friend  and 
companion  in  arms,  Lord  Colnbermere.  A  knowledge 
of  ti)is  fact  having  transpired,  a  niuncorous  Bieetiag 
of  the  gentry  and  principal  tradesmen  of  the  city  was 
h^  at  the  Exchange,  when  it  was  unaniBEtously  resolved 
to  invite  the  hero  of  Waterloo  to  a  grand  public  dinner. 
A  deputation  being  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  grae^  to 
t>btaih  his  consent,  the  foUowing  Wednesday,  the  J^Tttiy 
was  fiired  upon,  when  his  gntbe,  aecotepanted  by  hotd 
Cotabermere  and  suite,  arrived  vHtfalU  our  walls.  He 
took  up  his  qnarters  nt  the  Aibion  Hotd,  from  whenee 
he  made  a  'short  exxmrsion  to  the  castle,  inspected  that 
building,  artnoiiry,  &c  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  dbe 
Exclmnge,  tvhere  B  most  samptnoss  banquet  had  been 
prepared.  Colonel  Barnston  presided  it  the  festive  boartl, 
which  was  snrrounded  by  about  ISO  gaeatsi,  amongst 
whom  were  Lords  Conibermere,  Hill,  and  Kenyon^  Sir 
W.  W.  Wyrtn,  Sir  James  Lyon,  Sir  H;  M.  Mainwariog, 
t^ol.  Tlioiiiad  Cliolmondeley,  -Major-^General  Beckwitb, 
and  otiier  individuals  of  distinction.  Dnring  the 
and  indeed  while  he  remained  ia  Chester^  his  grace 
ceived  every  mark  of  respect  that  cmild  ije  shewn  to  a 
character,  whose  eminent  services  in  the  ^)d  of  hoodtir 
had  ^titled  him  to  the  gratitode  of  his  country.  It  has 
%een  spoken  of  as  a  subject  of  regret,  tinut  tlie  uaiial 
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eomplifiientof  pi^esentiDg  t^duke  with  Uiefreedoin  of  tbe 
•city  was  omitted ;  hut  I  am  ioclined  to  tbink,  that  this 
omission  arose  solely  from  a  mistake  or  misapprehension 
la  some  of  those  individuals  whose  business  it  was  to 
attend  to  tbe  necessary  proceedings^  and  not  to  any  in- 
tentional disrespect. — This  year  was  distingaished  by 
nnotber  severe  contest  for  the  representation,  and  by  more 
than  usual  acrimony  on  general  politics.  Tbe  proceed- 
ings against  Queen  Caroline  had  nearly  equally  divided 
libe  Citizens ;  and  although  the  government  party  laboured 
to  bring  tbe  friends  of  her  Majesty  into  disrepute,  by 
identifyu^  them  with  disaffection  and  radicalism,  yet  still, 
many  of  the  most  loyal  of  the  king's  subjects  in  the  city 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  the  measures  of  administration 
on  this  important  question. — In  this  year  a  whig  club  was 
established  at  Chester,  for  Cheshire  imd  several  of  tbe 
adjoining  counties,  which  held  its  annual  meetings  at  the 
RoyiBl  Hold. 

182U  On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  Jaaixary,  a  fire 
ibroke  out  in  the  paint  room  of  tbe  extensive  lead  works 
4if  MesBTs.  Walker  and  Co.  which  threatened  the  most 
^^ttstrous  coasequences  to  that  ponderous  establishment ; 
iific  by  all  early  attendance  of  the  engines^  and  active 
exertions  of  the  citizens,  the  ravages  of  the  flames  were 
confined  to  the  place  where  tbe  fire  originated.— The 
<e^^Matiou  k»f  Geoi^e  IV,  was  celebrated  with  great  mag- 
«iifieeQee  in  the  city  oa  the  Uth  of  June;  three  fine 
^riimphal  aitlKs  were  erected  at  tiie  ends  of  Bridlge- 
^attfeet^  Northgate-street,  and  Eastgate-street ;  a  grand 
i»r0ees8ion,  coiisisting  of  the  clergy  in  their  canonicals, 
llody  corporate,  children  conaposing  the  schools,  the 
eXvka^  trade  companies,  royal  mail  and  other  coaches,  a 
detfMlHBent  of  the  88tb  regiment,  with  bands  of  musu;, 
graded  the  principal  streets,  and  afterwards  attended 
divine  service  at  the  cathedral ;  and  a  grand  dinaer  was 
<givat  at .  the  Albioil  Hotel  by  the  king  and  constitution 
•ehib^  On  Tuesday  the  26tfa  of  September,  a  ^and  festival 
^  mum  commenced  in  our  fine  cathedral^  which  dosed 
mk  tht  Fiiday ;  tbi%  iike  all  tiie  former  festivals,  yielded 
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a  liandsome  sum  to  our  public  charities. — The  inonlh  of 
October  in  this  year  was  a  time  of  bustle  and  conflict 
among  our  corporators  and  anti-corporators,  two  sets  of 
aldermen  and  common  councilmen  being  elected,  but  the 
particulars  will  fall  to  our  political  history. 

1822.  On  the  24th  of  March,  the  Sunday  evening 
lecture  at  St.  Mary's  church  was  opened  by  a  discourse 
from  the  Rev.  F.  Ayckbowm,  which  has  been  continued 
and  well  supported  ever  since. — On  the  31st  of  March, 
Samuel  Yate  Benyon,  Esq.  Recorder  of  Chester,  died  in 
London. — A  most  afflictive  accident  happened  in  the  c^y 
on  the  29th  June,  by  the  bursting  of  a  steam  boiler 
in  Cuppin-street,  belonging  to  Mn  Boult,  tobacco  ma* 
nufacturer.  The  explosion  was  terrific,  and  instantly 
laid  a  considerable  portion  of  the  premises  in  ruins ;  the 
windows  of  the  adjoining  houses  were  completely  broken, 
and  a  building  near  fifty  yards  from  the  scene  of  destruc- 
tion set  on  fire  by  pieces  of  ignited  fuel  falling  upon  its 
roof.  The  boiler  employed  in  this  manufiEU^tory  was 
connected  wit'h  machinery  requiring  steam  of  great  ex- 
pansive force  for  its  movements,  and  known  by  the  term 
of  a  high  pressure  engine.  It  appears  that  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  the  engine  was  put  in  full  work,  and  the 
machinery  acted  in  the  best  possible  manner.  It  was 
then  determined  to  make  a  more  decided  trial  the  follow- 
ing day,  preparatory  to  the  putting  the  whole  in  motk)a 
on  the  succeeding  Monday.  The  steam  was  speedily 
raised  in  a  very  powerful  manner,  so  much  so,  that  it  is 
said,  the  boiler  was  perceived  to  have  a  sort  of  oscilating 
movement  for  a  considerable  time.  At  this  period,  when 
the  steam  had  attained  an  expansive  force  which  coidd 
not  be  restrained,  and  while  Mr.  Boult  and  four  of  his  men 
were  standing  close  to  the  machine,  the  boiler  suddenly 
burst,  owing  to  the  safety  valve  being  improperly  over- 
loaded. The  men  were  thrown  back  with  resistless 
violence,  all  of  them  dreadfully  scalded  and  bruised,  so 
much  so,  that  one  of  them,  Richard  Wildman,  died  of  his 
wounds  on  Monday  evening.  Two  others  were  conveyed 
to  the  infirmary,  most  seriously  injured.    Mr*  Boult  was 
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totceA  with  his  breast  on  a  grinding-stonc^  and  was  nearly 
baried  in  the  ruins  occasioned  by  the  explosion ;  and  in 
this  situation  a  heavy  beam  fell  upon  his  back*    Indeed  it 
was  next  to  a  miracle  that  any  one  of  them  escaped  with- 
out instantaneous  death.     Prompt  assistance  was  had  from 
the  neighbours^  and  the    rubbish  being  removed,    the 
sufferers  were  extricated.    Mr.  Boult  was  carried  to  an 
adjoining  public-house,  where  every  attention  was  afforded 
to  him ;  in  the  evening  he  was  removed  to  his  own  house 
in  Foregate-street,  and  it  was  then  thought  that  a  hope 
might  be  indulged  for  his  recovery — but  alas !  that  hope 
soon  fled :  symptoms  of  inflammation  became  apparent, 
and  Mr.  B.  laboured  under  a  great  pressure  at  the  sto- 
mach.     He  was  in  extreme  pain,  but  throughout  his 
agonizing  sufferings  he  was  calm  and  collected,  making 
repeated  enquiries  after  the  wel&re  of  his  men.    About 
eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night,  he  w^as  released  from 
his  sufferings,  leaving  a  wife,  and  several  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom  is  now  a  partner  in  the  respectable  firm 
of  Poole  and  Boult,  booksellers.    Mr.  Boult  was  in  the 
42nd  year  of  his  age;  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
unitarian  burial  ground,  in  this  city.    Two  of  the  unfor- 
tunate men  of  Mr.  Boult,  Thomas  and  James  Owen, 
brothers,  who  were  present  at  the  explosion,  and  had 
been  removed  to  the  infirmary,  survived  the  accident  but 
a  few  days,  thus  making  four  human  beings  who  fell 
victims  to  a  kind  of  scientific  experiment. — During  the 
greater  part  of  this  year,  there  was  a  great  bustle  in  the 
city  for  the  erection  of  market  halls.    Public  meetings 
were  held,  the  object  of  which  seemed  to  be  quite  indif- 
ferent to  those  who  attended  them;  resolutions  passed 
which  were  never  carried  into  execution;   and  com- 
inittees  formed,  apparently  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  make  a  report,  that  they  had  done — nothing!    At 
one  time,  the  old  linen- hall  was  to  be  the  site  for  the 
new  markets,  but  this  project  was  met  with  an  objection 
that  it  was  dean  and  chapter  property,  and  could  not  be 
alienated ;  then  the  piece  of  ground  behind  the  Feathers 
hotel  in  Bridge-street,  was  the  favourite  spot,  but  this 
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waB  r«|fected  on  wcoiini  of  the  dlfliettlties  of  making  tiie 
approach^.    Anon,  a  |iaroel  of  ground  on  fbe  west  side 
of  tbe  iish'flfaaniUes ;  then  some  iininii»ortant  land  on  the 
sottth  side  of  Watergale^slreet }  and  lastly,  tbe  site  of  tbe 
new  linen-^hall,  were  aitnlUHis  eaeh  reeonnDended  in  its 
tarn^  and  eadi  in  its  tarn  decided  against.     In  sbort,  the 
whole  year  passed  away,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  the  project 
>  was  JQst  where  h  was  at  tbe  begmniog.    The  ImproTe-' 
ment  was  destined  to  remain  unaecomplished  and  even 
'  ttntoaehed  for  several  years  after  •  ibis  period.    It.must  be 
'acknowledged,  however^  that  several  gentlemen  laboared 
with  great  zeal  and  industry  in  the  proasotion  of  the 
'Scheme ;  and  perhaps  no  indlvidcial  shewed  equal  anbend- 
log  perseverance  with  W.  H.  FoIIbtt,  Esq.  who  displiayed 
'  unwearied  diligence  in  nrgkig  the  point ;  no  meeting  was^ 
convened  in  whic^  this  gentleman  did  not  pour  forth  tbe 
jbrce  of  his  doqoenee;  andscaredy  was  a  newspaper  print- 
ed in  which  Ae  most  cogent  arguments  were  not  offered. 
' »— At  the  same  time,  or  a  short  time  before,  the  market- 
hall  scheme  was  prosecuting,  the  attention  of  the  Chester 
people  was  directed  to  another  prefect,  originating  with 
Mr.  Broster,  which,  however,  was  destined  to  share  tbe 
same  fiite.    This  was  a  scheme  for  forming  a  steam- 
packet  estabKshment  at  Dawpool :  a  spot  on  the  Wirral 
side  of  the  Dee,  about  four,  miles  below  Parkgate,  which, 
it  tras  assumed  would  open  a  safe  and  speedy  passage  to 
Ireland.    It  was  calculated  also,  that  if  this  estrt>Ksiiment 
could  be  brou^t  about,  it  wouU  almost  supersede  the 
Shrewsbury  line  of  road  to  Hdybead,  and  restore  to  tiie 
city  of  Chester  its  former  importance  as  a  thoroug^fore 
to  the  sister  island.    It  must  be  confessed  that  Dawpool 
is  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose  intended,  and  pro- 
bably superior  to  any  other  station  on  the  coast.    ^  One 
of  the  laigest  class  of  steam  vessels,'^  says  Lieutenant 
Monk,  of  the  royal  navy, "  would  always  have  sufficient 
depth  of  water  to  come  into  and  sail  out  of  Dawpool. 
Daivpool  possesses  many  advantages  over  Liverpool  for 
steam  vessels  to  sail  from  and  to  Dublin;"    And  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Gibbon,  of  the  Ballast-office,  Dublin,  is 
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i^till  more  decisive.  He  says,  '^  I  hare  ireqnently  passed 
over  Chester  bar  with'  a  head  wind,  at  low  water,  in  rts^ 
sels  of  ten  feet  draught,  and  ran  up  to  l>awpool ;  the 
Sfreat  safety  of  the  passage,  compared  to  that  of  Liverpool, 
strikes  me  as^  A  reoommendatfon  that  ratnt  ensure  success. 
Navigating  within,  in  place  of  outsAde  the  great  Hoyle 
fiank^  U  very^desirable  indeed ;  for  in  case  of  encounter- 
ing heavy  seas  or  thick  weather,  you  have  the  land  close 
aboard,  and  several  convenient  harbours  to  sbeltar  in/' 
Printed  descriptions  of  the  place,  with  the  advantages  to 
tie  derived  from  the  scheme^  accompanied  with  plans  and 
drawings,  were  plentifully  circulated,  and  an  interest 
excited  that  promised  the  most  suecessAil  results.  A 
public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town-^hall,  at  which  reso- 
lutions were  agreed  upon  to  procure  soundings  and  a 
survey,  for  which  the  celebrated  engineer  Mr.  Telford 
was  engaged,  and  to  defray  the  expenses,  a  subscriptibn 
was  entered  into.  Thus  far  all  went  on  swinimingly. 
But,  alas  I  a  circumstance  was  soon  developed)  which 
seemed  to  put  an  extinguii^er  upon  the  whole  under- 
taking. Although  the  report  of  Mr.  Telford  was  upon 
the  whole  favourable  to  the  practicalality  of  the  plan,  yet 
in  its  tail  was  contained  the  onerous  feet,  that  the  sum  of 
tMrfy  thousand  pounds  would  be  requisite  to  build  suita- 
ble piers  and  prepare  other  necessary  apparatus  at  Daw- 
pool  for  the  proposed  establishment.  Some  further 
ineffectual  efforts  were  attempted  to  surmount  this  as- 
tounding obstacle,  but,  however  the  public  feelings  had 
b^en  excited  in  favour  of  the  project,  the  whole  affiitr 
terminated,  a  few  bills  of  some  tradesmen  only  remaining 
undischarged,  for  want  of  assets.— At  the  close  of  this 
year,  the  city  of  Chester,  in  common  widi  many  other 
places  in  the  neighbourhood,  was  visited  by  one  of  the 
severest  storms  of  wind  that  bad  ever  been  known  in  this 
latitude.  This  tremendous  storm  occurred  during  the 
ntght  of  Thursday  the  6th  of  December.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  from  the  west,  and 
brought  with  it  a  heavy  &11  of  rain ;  it  increased  hourly, 
and  the  rain  fell  itr  torret^ts,  but  nothing  serious  was  yet 
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apprehended.  Between  nine  and  ten^  when  the  wind  had 
shifted  to  the  north»west, .  the  resistless  gusts  of  wind 
gave  melancholy  note  of  the  devastation  which  was 
approaching;  the  sky  was  pitchy  dark,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  storm  rode  in  tremendous  majesty;  and  what  at  this 
time  not  a  little  tended  to  increase  the  general  alarm, 
was  the  ringing  of  the  fire-bell,  and  the  whirlinjg  of  the 
w^tchmens'  rattles.  A  fire  had  broken  put  at  Mr.  Hol- 
land's, in  King-street,  and  notwithstanding  the  gas-lights 
w^re  mostly  extiiigiushed,  the  sign-posts  and  shutters 
making  a  deafening  rattle,  the  rain  descending  in  torrents, 
the  wind  blowing  an  hurricane,  and  the  slates  and  brick- 
bats flying  in  all  descriptions,  yet  were  there  thousands 
of  people  in  the  streets,  flocking  to  the  fire.  Providen- 
tially the  latter  calamity  was  trifling  in  itself, .  and  was 
soon  put  out,  and  the  multitude  squght  shelter  in  their 
various  habitations.  The  anxieties  and  alarms  of  that 
horrifip  night  will  perhaps  never  be  obliterated  from  the 
recollection  of  those  who  witnessed  its  wide-spreading 
desolation;  there  w;as  no  neighbourhood,  nor  scarcely  a 
habitation,  but  was  either  the  scene  of  ruin,  or  their  In- 
mates placed  witibin  hearing  of  the  crash  of  falling  chim- 
i^ies,  the  bursting  in  of  windows,  or  the  confiised  noise  of 
broken  fragments  of  houses  descending  upon  the  pave- 
.  ment.  The  storm  continued  to  rage  with  unceasing  fiiry 
till  ^bout  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  it  suddenly 
abated,  as  if  worn  out  by  its  own  over-exerted  violence. 
Until  this  hour  few  eyes,  except  those  of  unconscious 
infapcy,  Uad  been  closed;  and  those  who  now  retired  to 
short  repose,  awoke  in  the  morning  only  to  behold  the 
general  desolation.  The  ai^thor  well  remembers  peram- 
bulating the  city  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  when  the 
scene  before  him  presented  an  idea  of  a  place  that  had 
been  bombarded.  The  streets  were  strewed  with  stones, 
brick,  timber,  slates,  broken  window  frames,  glass,  and 
every  other  material  used  in  building— in  some  places 
they  lay  in  immense  heaps— roofs  and  walls  completely 
cleared  away,  so  as  to  expose  the  furniture  in  the  interior. 
In   noticing    this   calamitous  visitation,  t  shall  briefly 
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Teeoant  a  few  of  its  distressing  results.  M  any  of  the  wiiv- 
«dows  of  our  venerable  cathedral  were  entirely  destroyed-*^ 
several  large  fruit  trees  in  the  Kale-yards^  although  pro* 
tected  by  the  city  walls,  were  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and 
laid  prostrate  on  the  ground.  The  free-school  nearly 
unroofed,  and  the  Uad  from  Mrs.  Wrlliams's  house  at  the 
-east  end  of  Abbey-street  curled  up,  and  hurled  beyond  the 
walls;  many  of  the  houses  in  George-street  much  da- 
maged ;  a  wall  blown  down  in  Abbey-green.  The  blue 
coat  hospital  seriously  injured;  many  windows  blown 
out  in  Further  Northgate-street ;  and  a  waU  belonging 
to  W.  Ward,  Esq.  levelled  with  the  ground;  materiaEl 
injury  was  also  sustained  by  the  houses  in  King's-buildinga, 
the  roof  of  one  of  which  was  laid  open;  by  the  higher 
wards  of  the  castle ;  by  the  warehouses  in  Skibner's-lane, 
and  by  the  Dee  mills.  A  little  before  twelve  o'clock,  the 
massive  and  lofty  chimney  of  Mr.  Ellis's  house^  the  Tal- 
bot, in  Newgate-street,  notwithstanding  it  was  bound  to 
the  adjoining  chimney  of  the  Royal  Hotel  by  a  thick  bar 
of  iron,  and  carrying  with  it  nearly  ail  the  roof,  com- 
pletely destroyed  the  upper  bed-rooms,  h'urHng  the  pedi- 
ment front,  windows  and  coping-stones  into  the  street, 
in  one  promiscuous  heap  !  At  the  same  time,  the  chim- 
ney of  Miss  Coker  and  Bryan,  also  a4ioi°i"&  ^  i^  ^U 
destroyed  a  great  portion  of  the  roof  of  their  dwelling, 
and  'broke  into  their  bed'-rooins,  which  two  of  the  family 
had  a  few  seconds  before  left.  But  4he  escape  of  Mr. 
Ellis's  children  and  family  was  almost  miraculous.  One 
of  them,  a  fine  boy,  was  actually  on  his  way  iip  stairs, 
when  the  tremendous  avalanche  took  place.  Another 
extraordinary  escape  occurred  at  Mr.  AUeuder's,  in  East- 
gate-street ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  had  retii^ed  to  their  bed- 
room in  an  attic  story,  about  twelve  o'clock.  The 
former  had  got  into  bed,  but  Mrs.  A.  laving  forgotten 
something  below,  went  down  stairs.  iShe  bad  scarcely 
quitted  the  room  when  a  tremendous  gust  of  wind  bioug^ 
down  the  chimney  upon  the  roof,  which  giving  way,  pene^ 
irated  into  the  bed^room,  at  the  same  |ime  forcing  outward 
into  (he  yard  behind  its  entire  (r<m%.  •  Mn  A.  jumped  dut 
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^  btd^;  bu^.ite  mirteriak  wbicb  had  fiUleo  in*  1^1  hanir 

xaded  the  door^  mmI  it  wasaot  before  he  hod  lifted  it  off 

its  bittge^^  that  he  found  the  means  of  esca|ie  frooo  the 

scene  of  ruins.    One  of  the  bedsteads^  from  four  to  five 

inches  in  diameter^  was  snipped  in  two  by  the  weight  of 

the  falling  materials*    Had  Mrs.  A.  remained  in  the  room 

hMz  minate  longery  it  is  hardly  possible  she  co|ild  have 

escaped  instant  deaths    A  fourth  escape  was  instanced  in 

the  Abbey-square.    Two  chimni^  were  blown  down  at 

ithe  hoase  of  6»  Rowlanc^  Bsiq|.;  oneof  theqa  fell  kito  an 

acyoinii^  yand,  but  the  other  burst  through  the  roof  into 

the  bed-room  of  one  of  the  maid  servant^  who  was  in  the 

iastof  tyuog^a  lamp  from  the  dressing-table,  but  she  pn>- 

videntially  escaped  unhurt.ir*At  Mr.  Hiudley'sy  writing 

stationer^  in  Watergate-stveet,  his  two  young  m^u  had 

jiist  gone  to  bed»  when  a  chimney^  whii^  ipraag  laifDe- 

dlately  abovc^  fell  into  the  room^  and  though  the  rublMdi 

every  wheoe  surrounded  themi  they  were  untouched*    A 

•similar  eseape  oceasred  at  Mr«  Lewis%  in  Bridge-street, 

•^berei  the  chimney  feU.  into  the  room  of  Mr*  Ouracli^ 

who  was  io  bedb    The  Boyal  Hotd  suffered  considerably 

.daring  the  storm  by  the  fott  of  chimuies,  and  the  destroe- 

41001  /of  skylights  and  other  glass,  which  broke  into  the 

liOttSfe,  and  spread  the  stair-oisesover  with  fragments  of 

hriksks  and* >atetei8«^*-Ohimnies  were  blown  down  at  the 

Iknises;.^  MnPidb.  Maddock,  the  late  Mr«  Townsbend, 

*  M«&  Potts,  the  Ber«  M.  Taylor,  Mrs.  Nkholls,  Mr.  Ellis, 

wine^meFcdbatit^  Htf*  •Shearing,  druggist,  Mr.  Paliu,  Mr. 

,Hfeppairi#,  Mr«  HMxley^  cheesemonger,  Mrs..Rutter>&c. 

ficiwhichjiUd  great  damage,  to  the  roofs.    Mr.  Palin's 

^bausefitvaSi  almost  umroofed,  as  was  that  of  Aldernum 

-jRpgers^ineso*  I  the  <;aitle«  |u  which  quarter  the  storm  was 

^IMtlcularly  fiiriMa«    Tins  unioa  and  commercial  halls 

suatained  eonaideraUe  injury;  the  lofty  wall  of  the  hall 

aomt^wJi  liie. Brewer's  Arms,  in  Foregate-street^  was 

4>l6uca  diDnm,'as  was  that  of  Mrs.  Massey's  gandeuj  Jusing 

dm;Qroves;.lttiotbe)r  in  Queenrstreet,  and  a  fourth  ait 

Mr*  Fletcher's,  Further  Northgate-street,  the  roof  of 

whose  ^hmse  *waa  much  iiyun^.    The  damage  in  the 
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iwiiMifbft,  at^Hatidbiddge  atid  Bougbton,  was  extensive; 
and  indeed  ttie  whole  surrounding  ^(mntry  felt  ilie  disas- 
trous consequences.  Of  these  it  is  not  my  province  to 
«tate  the  *  particulars,  but  I  cannot  omit  the  recital  of  a 
most  calamitous  event  connected  with  the  storm,  which 
involved  a  great  loss  of  human  life,  namely,  the  wreck  of 
the  Prince  Regent  steam  packet,  plying  between  Liver- 
pool and  Ellesmei^  port.  The  packet  sailed  from  the 
pier^head  for  the  latter  place  about  three  o'clock  on 
Thursdiq^,  with  from  22  to  24  persons  on  board,  the  crew 
incloded.  The  wind  at  that  time  blew  pretty  strong,  but 
as  it  was  qaite  a-head,  no  fiears  were  entertained  by  those 
aboard.  The  vessel,  however,  made  little  progress,  as  the 
tide  was  ebbing ;  aad  about  five  o'clock,  when  she  was 
near  Eastbam,  the  gale  had  very  much  increased.  Some 
i»Ught  apprehensions  were  then  entertained  by  several 
passengers,  but  they  were  quieted  by  the  confidence  with 
which*  the  captain  (James  Dimond)  spoke  of  thek  safety. 
At  six,  the  packet  was  off  Pool-hall,  about  a  mile  from 
miesmere  Port,  and  at  this  time  the  extreme  violence  of 
tiie  storm  rendered  their  danger  imminent  aad  obvious. 
The  vessel  was  tossing  about  in  all  directions,  and  had 
beoooie  nearly  uBmanageable—^.  night  extremely  dark 
and  chilly*  The  captain  was  recommended  by  Mr.  J. 
Hiokson,  of  Ellesmere  Port,  to  run  the  boat  into  a  neigh- 
iMNirtog  creek  whilst  opportunity  affordec^  and  which 
advice,^  4f  taken,  would  probably  have  been  the  means  of 
saving  all  on  board;  butDiaiood  objected,  persisting  in 
declaring  that  the  vessel  would  live;  and  then  put  her 
round,  ia  order  to  retnrn  to  Liverpool.  His. endeavours 
to-  return,  howev^,  vrere  impracticable,  the  tide  was 
reeecMng,  and  the  boat  beating  about,  and  heaving  on  the 
bankSb  The  pitchy  darkness  of  the  atmosphere,  the  bustle 
which  preyailed,  and  the  total  absence  of  all  light  even  in 
the  distance,  had  already  entlu'oned  terror  on  her  awfiil 
thrane.'  As  one  resource  it  was  suggested  that  the  anchor 
^should  be  thrown  out-^it  was  done ;  but  the  vessel  drag- 
ged ;  and  in  the  midst  of  the  howling  sea,  about  midnight, 
a  vJotent^^oDaUBsiou  alarme^  the  passengeors  with  the  klea 
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that  they  liad  atrack  against  a  bank  or  rock,  and  wert 
about  to  be  engulphed  in  the  waste  of  waters.    One  side 
of  the  paeket  was,  at  this  time,  under  water,  and  despair 
was  now  at  its  height.    It  was  soon  discovered,  tliat  thejr 
had  struck  against  a  flat  (belonging  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  of 
Chester)  which  remained  but  a  few  seconds  atongside,  in 
which  time  many  of  the  passengers  and  all  the  crew 
ftrailed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  on  beard, 
the  captain  only  excepted,  who  said  he  would  stay  by  thia 
vessel.    Mr.  Burt,  artist  of  this  city,  and  Mr.  Hicksoo^ 
jtm.  were  in  the  nnmber ;  tlie  former  bad  a  very  narrow 
escape,  having  clung  for  several  minutes  by  his  bands  to 
the  side  of  tiie  flat  before  he  could  muster  strength  to 
gain  the  deck.    At  this  perilous  moment,  the  flat  sepa- 
rated from  the  packet,  and  the  violence  of  the  tempest 
hurried  her  out  rapidly  into  the  current  of  the  river. 
What  a  moment  was  this  for  parental  feeling !  for  the 
separation  of  the  two  vessels  had  also  severed  Mr.  Burt 
from  a  beloved  son,  a  fine  boy  about  nine  years  old^  whom 
he  had  left  in  the  packet  /^  euer.    The  packet  was  thus 
again  left'  by  itself,  and  Che  captain  determined  on  cutting 
the  cable :  this  was  a'  Work  of  some  time,  there  being 
only  small  pocket  knivesr  on  board.    The  task,  however, 
was  accomplished,  and  the  vessel  soon  drifted^  as  was 
afterwards  discovered,  tovimrds  Ellesmere.    At  this  time 
there  were  no  coals  on  board;  the  engine  furnace  was 
burnt  out.     Her  course  became  more  irregular  every 
yard  of  her  progress — the  waves  incessantly  dashing  over 
her,  and  there  were  several  feet  of  water  in  the  cabin. 
It  was  near  one  o'clock  when  the  tide  began  to  flow,  and 
with  it  the  peril  of  those  on  board  increased.    The  vessel 
continued  striking  on  the  bank  as  the  waves  gave  the 
impetus ;  eventually,  hmvever,  she  took  ground  a  short 
distance  west  of  Staniow-house,  and  the  faint  glimmerings 
of  a  hazy  moon,  which  now  dimly  rendered  *^  darkness 
visible,*'  only  served  to  make  their  situation  more  fright- 
ful.   They  were  within  seventy  yards  of  the  sb<^e,  and 
the  intermediate  distance  was  chiefly  composed  of  that 
species'  oif  mud  snd  quicksands  called  a  land^wough  I'^k 
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was  nearly  four  o'clock.  The  captain  .  became  very 
anxious  that  the  passengers  should  endeavour  to  reacn 
the  shore,  and  at  last  his  exhortations  had  effect.  'Mr. 
Nixon,  a  farmer  from  the  neighbouring  viltag^  of  Stanney, 
leapt  into  the  surf,  and  gained  the  bank  in  safety ;  lie  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Henry  Whittell,  son  of  Dr.  Whittell,  and 
Mr  W.  Leatherbarrow,  both  of  this  city,  and  with  equal 
good  fortune.  Although  at  this  time  the  wind  bad  greatly 
abated,  there  was  still  a  heavy  sea,  and  about  fourte^h 
persons  on  board;  The  captain  would  on  ho  account 
leave  the  vessel,  and  having  a  weather  coat  on,*  he  was 
preparing  to  take  it  off:  but  wlien  he  had  stripped  it  over 
his .  arms '  nearly  to  his  shoulders,  it  is  conjectured  that 
being  benumbed,  or  the  lining  of  th<B  coat  getting  en- 
tangled, he  wJEis  completely  pinioned,  and  a  heavy  sea  at 
that  moment  rushing  over  the  deck,  wa^ed  him  bid  h(8 
infant  son  into  the  sea,  where  thiey  perishfed.*  Tlife  vessel 
soon  after  sunk  in  deeper  water,  and  aMongst  the  otlier 
sufferers  on  board,  were  Che  son  6f  Mr.  Bitii;  (before  no- 
ticed), Mr.  W.  Dai'ies,.  a  millwright,  Mrs.  t>eakin^  of 
Back'  Brook-street,'  Chester,  With  hef'chitd  in  her  arms, 
the  blind  fiddler  who  attended  the  boat,  and  U  Man  ad-^ 
vanced  in  years — all  these  fell  ^ktiftis  to'  the  terrific 
storm.  Tlie  disasters  of  that  drekdftil.  ni^ht  in  die  Mer-^ 
sey  and  on  the  coast  wei^e  tfuly  appalltng. 

1823.  On  Monday  the  24th' bf  February,  th^  coach 
manufactory  of  Mr.  ParVy,  *  ifi  Foi^egate-sireet;  for/ the 
third  ^tm^,  was  completely  d^stifeyed  by  Are.  Tlie'ftte 
was  discovered '1)et ween  two'  and  three  oVrlock  Itk  thcr 
morning,  and  niged  with  such  fury,  that  the  whole  hMd^ 
ing,  with  its  contents,  were  totally  cotisumedin  les»  than 
two  hours ;  but  the  contiguous  dwellings  were  WiAr  diffi^* 
culty  saved  from  destruction.  From'&sobsequent*exa-k 
mination  as  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  there  were  strong 
reasons  for  believing  it  had  been  parposely  coramunicatedi 
—Great  rejoicings  took  place  in  this  oity*on  the  26tb  of 
April,  on  the  bitth  ofa  son  toLord  ViscoisntBerii^rave, 
and  of  course  presumptive  heir  to  the  Mouse  efOrosvenor* 
Intensely  as  the  dtiaSem-  of  Chester  had  for  many  yeata 
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been  engaged  in  party  warfare^  tbe  better  feelings  of  ttie 
he^rt  upon  this  occasion  triumphed  6ver  political  bosti" 
lity^  and  the  whole  city  appeared  to  be  in  one  mind  to 
shew  their  high  respect  to  this  noble  family  on  the  joyful 
occasion.  A  very  liberal  subscription  was  raised  in 
which  all  ranks  and  parties  united^  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  eclat  to  public  rejoicings  on  an  extended  scale* 
A  fine  ox  was  roasted  oh  the  Roodee.  and  di^ributed  to 
the  populace^  with  a  suitable  quantity  of  breads  to  which 
were  appended  twenty  barrels  of  strong  ale.  Earl  Gros« 
venor,  in  the  midst  of  a  numerous  com^iany  of  gentry, 
witnessed  this  scene  of  festivityi  with  all  its  concomitants 
of  fun  and  frolic,  from  the  roof  of  the  grand  stan^  where 
he  was  greeted  with  repeated  cheers  from  the  populace* 
A  grand  dinner  was  given  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  where  his 
lordship  was  present,  and  in  the  evening,  there  was  a 
.  splendid  display  of  fire  works  on  the  Roodee.'— On  the 
13th  of  May,«a  young  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Yate,  of 
considerable  personal  accomplishments,  and  good  connex- 
ions^ met  with  a  premature  death,  by  the  upsietting  of  bis 
boat  in  the  Dee,  opposite  the  Groves,  while  taking  an 
aquatic  excursion,  in  company  with  .two  others.  He  had 
indiscreetly  hoisted  too  much  sail,  when  a  sudden  gust  of 
wind  upset  the  boat» .  which  sunk  in  deep  water.  The 
two  young  gentlemen  in  company  with  him  bptl^  made 
the  shore  in  safety;  but  Mr,  Yate  immediiately  w;ent 
under  water,  and  qouldrOpt  be  found  for  at  least  an  hour 
afterwardStr-rPurii]^  tbe  spiing  ^d  6l^nlner  of  this  year, 
the  J)Awp<)ol  jsteam  pack^  Irtntlpn  o^ciipied  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  public  .attentioQ ;.  tbe  cpmmHtee,  which  had 
.  been  fo|:m^d.  ia  the  prep^ing  year,  pressed  the  subject 
with  .greajt  :|:eal  and  perseverance,  but  witn  little  success, 
the  main  siufew  of  public,  improvements  being  still  want- 
ing.. .Jhe  merchants^  ti;adesp(i.en,  and  post-njasters  of 
Cheater,  were  appealed,  to,  ^nd  the  advants^es  of  the 
schema  placed ,  before,  tbe^i  in  the  most  pdvpntageous 
lighl^  but  ttiedjdl.C^stfiw^Md.nQ  t^te  for  a  speculation 
which  required  the  advame.  of  ai  considerable  sum  before 
there  was  a  ceriainfy  of  ample  remuneration.    Nor  were 
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the  good  people. of  Liverpoq^  more  dispojsed  to  enter  into 
the  .measure,  but  probably  for  a  very  di^ereiolt  Ved^n'} 
they  did  not  appear  to  have  any  taste  for  transferring  the 
advantages  they  were  in  possession  of  to  the  jbee. '  At  ail 
events,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  offers  from  indlvidusffs  on 
either  side  the  Mersey  that  promised  the  slightest  chance 
of  carrying  the  project  into  effect*  As  the  last  expiring 
effort  to  forward  the  Dawpool  establishment,  it  was  re- 
vived to  hire  a  steam  vessel,  for  a  trip  from  the  {proposed 
station  to  Dublin,  in  order  to  give  apractici^  proof  of  tiie 
advantages  of  this  line*  So  Jealous  were  ihe  Liverpool 
merchants  on  this  point,  that  there  appears  to  have  been 
some  difficulty  in  enga^ng  a  suitable  vessel.  At  length, 
however,  this  ol^stacle  was  surmounted,  and  the  Jtfbtm- 
taineer  steam  packed  of  one  hundred  horse  power,  was 
hired  for  the  voyage,  for  which  the  sum  of  110/.  was 
demanded  and  paid.  On  Sunday  the  Srd  of  .AvS^ist,  the 
packet  got  round  the  rock^  and  anchored  in  deep  water 
at  Dawpool,  ik>  which  place  a  good  number  of  people 
from  Chester,  and  the  neighbourhood  repaired,  anxioiis 
to  procure  a  passage  in  this  voyage  of  experident,  the 
fare  from  Chester  to  Dublin  and  back,  being  fixed  at  H. 
5s.  At  twenty  minutes  before  eight  in  the  evening,  the 
paddles  were  in  motion,  and  the  vessel  proceeded  majes-* 
tically  along  the  bosom  of  die  lake  on  her  way  to  Dublin. 
In  an  account  subsequently  published  of  the  voyage,  it  is 
said,  that  the  wind  blew  a  heavy  gale  direct  in  the  teeth 
of  the  ship,  and  continued  to  increase  till  near  the  com- 
pletion of  the  passage*  The  packet  arrived  at  Howtb  at 
half-past  2  p^m.  on  Monday ;  a  chaise  was  then  procured 
which  reached  the  Dublin  post-office  at  a  quartelr  ^dst 
three  o'clock^  and  where  the  certificate  of  time,  &c.  was 
signed,  llie  published  account  states,  ^  Had  there  been 
moderate  weather,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  experienced 
.(^aptain,  that  the  newspapers  would  have  been  in  Dublin 
post-office  at  e^At  o^clpck  in  the  tnaming,  instead  of  a 
quarter  before  three  in  the  evening,  giving  an  ad£tional 
advanti^g^e  of  nearly  eeven  hours  in  favour  of  the  Dawpool 
packet/*  iand  it  is  added,  <' The  violent  state  of  the  wind 
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was  rather  favourable  to  the  experinbent  than  otberwncv 
inasmuch  as  it  proved,  that  with  this  great  obstacle  agiunst 
it,  the  packet  was  enabled  to  deliver  the  London  evening 
papers  of  Saturday  in  Dublin,  ab^ut  four  flours  earlier 
than  those  ky  the  way  of  Shrewsbury  and  Holyhead  f 
The  hospitality  with  which  the  warm-hearted  citizens  of 
Dublin  treated  our  Cestrian  voyagers  was  highly  spoken 
of;  and  many  respectable  individuals  are  said  to  have 
hailed  this  passage  of  experiment  as  an  earnest  of  an  ac- 
celerated intercourse  with  England.  Much,  hot^ever,  as 
they  seemed  enamoured  with  the  projects,  none  came 
forward  with  their  pec\fniary  offers  to  bring  this  embryo 
scheme  Into  active  existence.  At  six  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
evening,  the  Mountaineer  left  Howth  on  its  return,  and, 
after  a  pleasant  voyage,  arrived  at  Gayton  lane  end  at  half 
past  eight  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  completing 
the  voyage  home  in  about  thirteen  hours  and  a  hidf,  and 
passing  over  Chester  bar  in  a  gallant  style,  with  some  sbc 
or  seven  feet  water  under  the  vessel's  keel.  After  this 
voyage,  some  vigorous  attempts  were  made,  on  paper y  to 
stimulate  the  public  to  raise  the  ftmds  necessary  for  eject- 
ing a  permanent  establishment  at  Dawpool,  but  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  the  slightest  progress  made 
towards  that  object.  Chester  is  a  place  by  no  means 
distinguished  for  speculative  enterprize ;  and  for  reasons 
already  assigned,  the  scheme  never  could  be  expected  to 
be  a  favourite  with  the  leviathans  of  Liverpool.  How- 
ever, as  there  appear  to  be  several  circumstances  favour- 
able to  the  plan,  it  may  possibly  be  taken  up  by  our  more 
spirited  descendants,  and  the  voyagcf  of  experiment  may 
still  remain  as  a  permanent  data,  on  which  to  found  a 
future  proceeding.—On  the  30th  of  Sept.  the  coming  of 
age  of  R.  H.  Barnston,  son  and  heir  of  Col,  Barnston,  was 
celebrated  in  the  city  with  lively  demonstrations  of  attach- 
ment. A  fine  ox  was  on  the  preceding  evening  set  down 
to  roast  on  the  Roodee,  and  on  the  day  just  mentioned, 
at  about  one  o'clock,  cut  up  and  distributed  to  the  po- 
pulace, with  21  barrels  of  strong  ale.  Eighteen  fitie 
sheep  were  roasted  at  so  many  public  houses,  where  the 
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fiiend^  of  the  family  dined;  9  grand  dinner  was  also 
given  at  the  Albion  Hotel ;  and  in  the  evening,  there  was 
.a  splendid  display  of  fire- works  on  the  Roodee. 

1824.  This  year  furnishes  but  few  local  incidents 
worthy  of  notice,  the  first  of  which  is  the  ascent  of  Mr. 
Sadler,  in  his  balloon,  from  the  esplanade  in  front  of  the 
•ciistle.  This  took  place  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  although 
these  aerial  excursions  had  become  very  general  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  kingdom,  yet  an  interval  of  39  years  had 
-elapsed  since  a  similar  ascent  had  taken  place  in  Chester. 
The  balloon  was  inflated  by  leathern  pipes  from  the  gas 
works,  at  a  very  short  distance  and  a  few  minutes  after 
«ix  o'clock,  the  adventurous  aeronaut  ascended.  The  ve- 
hicle took  a  direction  S.  E.  and  after  being  borne  aloft 
fpr  little  more  than  an  hour,  he  gradually  and  without 
injury  descended  near  Utkinton ;  from  thence  with  the 
assistance  of  the  country  people  he  proceeded  with  hjs 
balloon  to  Tarporley,  and  returned  the  eame  evening  to 
Chester.  At  the  time  when  thes^  aerial  ascents  were  in 
their  infancy,  great  ^cpectations  were  held  out  that  they 
might  eventually  be  turned  to  some  practical  objects  of 
fidvantage ;  but  this  hope  having  long  since  vanished, 
there  can  be  no  motive  to  justify  any  individual  to  tempt 
the  dangerous  element.  A  few  months  after  his  ascent 
from  Chester,  Mr.  Sadler  fell  a  victim  to  his  own  teme- 
rity, while  engaged  in  a  similar  enterprize  in  Lancashire. 
—On  the  28tb  of  June,  a  most  frightftil  accident  occurred 
on  the  Dee,  at  the  Lower  Ferry,  by  which  thirteen  indivi- 
duals lost  their  lives.  A  kind  of  regatta  had  been  held 
on  the  above  day,  after  which  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  company  had  adjourned  to  the  Ferry-house,  where 
drinking  and  dancing  were  indulged  in  till  a  late  hour. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  the  tide  running  with  great  impe- 
tuosity, a  boat,  containing  about  seventeen  personSp 
pushed  from  the  shore,  with  a  view  of  crossing,  and  while 
on  the  way  there  was  a  struggle  among  some  of  the  un- 
fortunate men  wiA  the  boys  who  had  (be  management  of 
the  vessel,  for  the  supremacy  of  the  oars :  in  this  they 
succeeded,  Jbut  in  their  awkward  attempts  to  ^vade  the 
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power  of  the  tide,  they  were  driven  witb  great  violence, 
so  as  absolutely  to  stove  in  the  side  of  the  boat  ^[ainst  the 
chain  cable  of  the  Thetis  sloop  lying  in  th^  river,  which 
was  wail^g  for  her  cargo,  and  the  whole  were  instantly 
overwhelmed.  Such  exertions  were  made  as  the  .lateness 
of  the  hour^  and  the  suddenness  of  the  accident  rendered 
available,  but  only  fonr,  chiefly  boys,  were  saved.  Among 
the  victims  were  two  finie  young  women,  one  of  i;i4tom 
was  attended  by  her  lov/eri  and  it  is  a  singular  fact,  they 
were  found  in  one  spot,  as  if  determined  that  even  in 
death  they  would  not  be  divided;  while  their  ill-&ted 
companions  were  eitlier  lying  far  from  them,  or  were 
swept  away  by  the  tide.*— Sept.  2^  liie  c^ch  maiinfactoiy 
of  Messrs.  l^ry  &  Truss,  for  the/otir^6  tim^  was  b^iml 
down,  when  the  whole  baildipg  with  its  valuable  oontentt 
were  entirely  consumed  t  the  fire  was  discovered  at  Aree 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  its  ori|^,  like  tlmt  of  the 
preceding  ones,  could  not  be  traced  ta  any  satisfiictory 
cause.  It  was  strongly  mispected  to  be  the  work  <tf  an 
incendiary. 

1835.  At  the  spring  assizes  in  this  year,  a  cause  was 
tried  in  the  county  court,  which  in  its  results  went  to 
establish  the  right  of  strangers  to  carry  on  business  wlliiia 
the  city,  without  being  compelled  to  purchase  dnir  free- 
dom. The  action  was  brought  by  GftorgB  Harrisoh,  and 
John  Larden,  Esqrs.  treasurers  of  the  city  of  Chester, 
against  Thomas  Williams,  tanner,  for  carrying  qn  tra^ 
within  the  city,  not  being  free,  and  sought  to  recover  diis 
penalty  of  5/.  for  the  same,  being  a  breadi  of  a  bjre^law 
of  the  corporation,  by  which  they  were  empowered  to 
exclude  persons,  not  freemen,  from  trading.  The  cause 
broke  dowii  after  the  examination  of  four  witnesses  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  who,  without  proceeding  farther, 
were  non-suited.  Since  this  decision,  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  enforce  the  purchase  of  freedom,  nor  is  it 
ever  likely  again  to  be  attempted.  It  has  always  beei 
held,  and  with  much  appearance  of  truth,  that  the  exact- 
ing of  large  sums  of  money  from  strangers,  previous  to 
their  entering  into  trade,  has  operated  prejudicitdly  to  the 
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prosperity  and  interests  of  the  city ;  and  if  so,  it  is  a  sub- 
ject of  gratulation,  that  the  practice  has  ceased  to  exist.-— 
Early  in  Jun^  a  number  of  our  No  Popery  citizens  pre- 
sented two  fine  cheeses,  one  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Duke  of  Yorlc,  and  the  other  to  the  Bishop  of  ttie  diocese, 
for  their  determined  opposition  to  the  Catholic  claims. 
The  duke's  present  weighed  1921b.  and  the  bishop's  nearly 
as  muefa,  and  were  fine  specimens  of  the  staple  commo- 
^i^  of  tlie  county.— *Tbe  biH  for  erecting  a  new  bridge 
orer  the  Dee,  repairing  the  old  one,  tlie  removal  of  St. 
Bridget's  churdi,  and  the  erection  of  Ae  new  church, 
passed  i)oA  iiouses  of  parliament  in  the  monlli  of  June. 
••^During  Air  year,  a  new  steam  packet,  called  the  St. 
Dvrid,  pKed  l^etween  CSiester  and  BagMlt^  for  the  convey- 
ance of  pattengers  jmd  luggage.  The  vessel  was  bulk 
principally  by  tradeam^  jand  was  held  in  shares ;  Mr. 
6arsfiiel4  ft  Heutenant  in  the  royal  navy,  was  appointed 
to  command  her.  This  proved  a  seriously  losing  specu- 
lation to  the  proprietors,  the  receipts  proving  inadequate 
to  meet  the  current  charges.  The  packet,  however,  con- 
tinued to  be  employed  to  its  original  purpose,  and  in 
occasional  trips  to  Liverpool,  Bangor,  &c.  until  the  month 
of  Becember  the  following  year^  when  the  saintfyves&el 
was  brought  to  the  hammer,  to  the  no  small  loss  of  the 
Speculating  pr^rietors. 

)826.  In  the  spring  of  this  year,  the  extreme  depres- 
rfoB  of  the  sHk  trade  in  the  towns  of  Macclesfield  and 
CongletOB,  imd  thrown  half  the  population  into  a  state  of 
absolute  starvation,  and  so  e3chausted  both  parochial  and 
indivMmd  funds,  as  to  threaten  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences. An  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  liie  dtizens  of 
Chester  being  made  on  thdr  liehal^  a  charitable  ball  was 
decided  upon,  of  which  the  mayoress,  Mrs.  Fletcher,  and 
several  of  the  leading  ladies  in  the  city  became  patron- 
esses. On  the  4th  of  May  this  charitable  assembly  was 
fadd  in  the  assembly-room  at  the  town-hall,  which  was 
numerously  attended  and  ably  supported.  Including  do- 
nations ci  IQOl.  firom  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Grosvenor, 
and  SfMs  from  Lord  and  Lady  Belgrave,  the  proceeds 
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aiMiiiited  to  upwards  of  540/ ;  aod  that  there  lojgbt  he 
no  drawback  from  this  emanation  of  public  benevolencej 
liberal  refreshments  were  furnished  ajt  the  sole  expence  of 
Mr*  Fletclier,  the  mayor,  who  was  also  at  the  charge  of 
lighting  the  i;oom»»  aod  defraying  the  demands  of  the 
musicians,  of  whom  there  was  a  most  respectable  orches- 
tn^  The  money  was  remitted  to  the  respective  com- 
mittees in  Macclesfield  and  Congleton,  and  proved  a 
seasonable  relief. — In  May^  this  year,  the  Chester  water- 
works bill  passed  both  houses  of.parliament.«»-A  melan- 
choly event,  which  ai^pears  to  involve  the  crime  of 
omrder,  but  which  has  ever  since  continued  to  be  wrapt 
in  n^Blery,  marked  the  conclusion  of  this  y^ar.  E^rly 
4m  the  Dooming  of  the  0th  of  December,  the  body  of  a 
young  man  of  about  twenty  jiears  of  ag^  of  the  name  pf 
Thomas  Reeve?,  who  had  occasionally  been  employed  in 
4iSerent  breweries,  was  diseovored  in  that  part  of  the 
caual  nearly  opposite  the  Pboenix  Tower,  and  not  mor^ 
than  about  a  yi^d  from  the  shore  on  the  towing  path  side« 
On  the  4isco^^i^y  of  the  body  by  some  passengers,  it  wfis 
dragged  out  of  the  water,  and  conveyed  to  Mn  Mui;gi:^ve'^ 
timber  yard,  wherfi  it  was  a  few  hmrs  afterwards  recog- 
nized by  tbe.distressed  mother  of  the  deceased,  who  on  th^ 
first  report  of  such  an  occurrence,  and  knowing  that  her 
son  had  not  been  at  home  during  tbe  night,  repaired  to 
the  spot,  when  her  fearful  apprehensions  were  realized. 
Tbie  cjircumstance  of  a  severe  wound  on  the  head,  the 
tattered  appearance  of  sop^e  parts  of  bis  apparel,  and 
above  all,  the  finding  his  hat  upon  the  walls,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  eighty,  yards,  from  the  place  opposite  to 
which  he  was.fpund,  ne^  to  the  bottom  of  Abbey-street, 
flfitufally  suggested  a  suspicion,  that  after  a  struggle  with 
«Qme  mi^rderous  villains,  from  whom  he  bad  attempted 
to  run  away,  be  had  beep  tl^rown  over  the  parapet  wall* 
At  this  precise  place,  the  perpendicular  height  from  which 
be  must  have  been  precipitated,  to  the  bauk  of  tbe  cana^ 
i$  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  yards,',  smd  his  being  found  io  the 
welter  may  well  be  accounted  for,  from  the  certainty  that 
in  bis  fall  he  must  have  struck  against  a  prcge^ipg  rock. 
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"which  is  about  equi-distant  between  ihe  top  of  the  waH 
and  the  ground  below,  having  first  lit  on  the  towfaig-path, 
and  then  rolled  into  the  canal.  In  a  deae  iir?esligation 
by  a  coroner's  inquest,  nodting  was  elicited  that  could 
1^  to  any  satisfiictory  conclusion  as  to  the  oatne  of  ihe 
young  man's  death;  but  the  testimony  of  one  witness, 
independent  of  the  circumstances  aboye  noted,  strength- 
ens  the  suspicion  that  his  end  was  occasioned  by  violence  i 
that  witness  deposed,  that  at  the  hour  of  hatf-past  two  ott 
the  ssime  morning,  while  waiting  at  the  door  of  Mi^. 
Snape's  brewery,  he  observed  three  men,  under  very 
suspicious  circumstances,  in  very  great  haste,  all  comhig 
in  a  direction  from  the  place  where  the  tragical  occur- 
rence is  supposed  to  have  taken  place.-^In  the  month  of 
June,  the  citizens  had  another  delectable  treat  in  the  shape 
of  a  contested  election  for  members  of  parliament,  in 
which  Lord  Belgrtive  and  the  Hon.  Robert  Grbsvenor 
were  the  successful  candidates^  Some  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedingswere  excessively  turbulent,  and  upon  one  odda- 
sion  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  in  tfie  aM  xrf  the 
military. 

leslj.  The  only  incident  worthy  cfrecor^ng  during 
this  year,  was  th^  li^ng  the  first  stone  of  that  stupendous 
edifice,  the  new  bridge  over  the  Dee*  -Of  this  eeremouy 
the  principal  bliject  of  which  wiH  carry  down  to  posterity 
the  spirit  and  tast^  of  the  present  age,  ttiou^  it  has  before 
been  incidentally  touched  upon,  I  i^hall  give  a  detailed 
account,  as  it  may  long  remain  a  sUbjedt  df  interest  to 
our  descendants,  whtl6  this  great  work  of  art  dlall  here- 
after be  contemplated  with  admiration.  At  fbe  request 
of  the  committee,  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grosvenor  was 
invited  to  lay  the  stone,  and  the  1st  of  October  was  the 
day  fixed  for  th^  occasion.  Soon  after  eleven  o'clock  HI 
the  schools  and  clubs  of  the  city  were  assembled  in  the 
Abbey-square,  and  about  half-past  twelve  Earl  Grosvenor 
arrived  at  the  Exchange,  Where  the  corporation  were 
assembled  to  receive  him.  His  lordship's  approach  was 
announced  at  the  May-pole  in  Handbridge  \pf  the  sound 
of  the  bugle,  in  answer  to  which  the  castle  guns  fired 
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niae  ronnds,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  Foeileere 
immediately  took  their  station  on  the  elevated  gromid  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  appearance  of  the 
military  .had  a  most  Imposing  eflect»  and  had  the  resem* 
biance  of  a  fisMl  wall.  At  two  o'clock  the  procession 
b^gan  to  move :  the  schools  led  the  van,  preceded  by 
colours  and  bands  of  music^  fc^owed  by  the  members  of 
agbteen  firiendly  societies^  with  their  respective  flags  and 
banners;  the  corporation^  in  their  habiliments;  Mr. 
Trubshaw,  the  boilder^  and  Mr.  Hartley,  the  surveyor ; 
the  foreman  of  the  works,  carrying  tlie  trowel  on  a  velvet 
cushion ;  the  Earl  Grosvenor,  supported  by  W.  W.  Cur- 
rie,  Esq.  chairman  of  the  original  committee,  and  the 
Rev.  Prebendary  Blomfield,  followed  by  the  committee 
of  the  commissioners ;  the  whole  attended  by  an  immense 
concourse  of  people  firom  the  dty  and  ndghbourhood. 
While  the  ceremony  was  performing,  repeated  voUiss 
were  fired  by  the  military,  and  from  the  great  guns  of 
the  castle,  under  the  direction  of  Ci^it.  Henderson*  The 
coffer-dam  which  was  designated  as  tlie  place  for  the 
stone,  was  approachable  only  by  a  platform  of  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  yards  from  the  shore^  and  the  stone  itself 
ot  the  dimensions  of  9  feet  in  length,  and  3  feet  6  inches 
in  breadth,  was  moved  finrward  by  a  crane,  on  a  tram- 
road  of  balks. .  On  the  stone  being  moved,  Mr.  Trubsbaw 
placed  the  mortar  on  the  foundation,  and  bis  lordship 
proceeded  to  spread  it  on  the  surfiw^e,  giving  the  immense 
stone  the  usual  three  gentle  taps.  The  silver  trowel, 
which  was  tastefully  executed  by  Mr.  Lowe,  goldsmith, 
and  engraved  by  Mr.  Dean,  had  the  following  inscription 
upon  it : — **  With  this  trowel  was  laid  the  first  stone  of 
the  new  bridge  over  the  river  Dee  at  Chester,  by  the 
Right  Honourable  Robert  Earl  Grosvenor,  on  the  first  of 
October,  A  J).  1827,  in  the  eigbtb  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
most  gracious  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  and  in 
tbe  mayoralty  of  Thomas  Francis,  Esquire.— Thomas  Har- 
rison, architect ;  James  Trubsbaw,  builder ;  Jesse  Hart- 
ley, surveyor;  John  Fincbett-Maddock,  clerk  to  the 
commissioners/'    Immediately  after  tbe  ceremony,  tbe 
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Rev.  Pt^bendary  Bloailield  offered  up  die  following  dedi« 
eatory  prayer  t— ^  Almigbty  God^  the  creator  and  deader 
of  tbie  world,  and  of  all  that  is  therein,  we  now  presame 
to  entreat  thy  blessing  upon  this  nndertridng.    We  ac- 
knowledge that  esfoept  the  Lord  build  the  house,  their 
labour  Is  bat  lost  that  tatild  it :  look  down,  therrfore^  we 
beseech  thee,  with  a  fiiVourable  eye  upon  this  beginning 
of  our  work.    As  thou  hast  given  man  the  skill  to  design 
it,  give  him  also  the  power  to  execute  it,  that  it  may 
s^md  to  future  ages  the  memorial  of  what  great  things 
man  can  do  when  the  Lord's  blesdng^s  upon  his  under- 
takings t    And,  as  whatever  tends  to  the  accommodation 
and  comfort  of  thy  creatures^  contributes  also  to  thy 
honour  and  glory,  accept,  we  beseech  thee,  and  approve 
our  offering*    As  this  first  stone  is  laid  in  hUh,  let  us 
humbly  look  for  thy  assistance  towards  the  completion  of 
that  which  is  bmlt  thereon ;  and  as  this  work  of  men's 
bands  will  join  together  those  whom  the  water  divides, 
let  it  be  a  token  to  us  of  diatfirm  fellowship  and  christian 
charity,  in  which  we  should  be  united  together,  as  the 
servants  and  children  of  ona  gracious  Lord  and  Master; 
and  may  the  glorious  najeai^  of  tt»  Lord  our  Crod  be 
upon  tts--prosper  thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  uS) 
O  prosper  thou  our  handy-^work^  tbrdu|^  Jesus  Christ 
our  Loftl/'    When  the  pragm*  was  finished.  Lord  Gros^ 
venor  addressed  the  mliltkude  and  said,  ^  After  the  eaccel^ 
lent  prayer  which  bad  been  delivered,  he  should  trouble 
that  great  assembly  with  but  a  few  words-*«4te  sincerely 
hoped  tlmt  die  vast  arch  about  to  be  raised  on  the  stone 
he  had  just  placed,  wonkl  be  as  solid,  firm,  and  perma- 
nent, as  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  beautiful  and  mag- 
nificent ;  ht  also  prayed  God  that  he  would  shower  down 
his  blessings  on  the  undertaking,  and  particulariy  that  no 
evil  accident  might  befitll  any  of  the  persons  employed  in 
the  construction  of  it"    The  following  coins  were  now 
deposited  in  a  cavity  cut  in  the  foundation  stone :— -afiir* 
thing,  halfpenny,  imd  penny;  silver  penny,  twopenny^ 
fourpenny,  and  sixpenny  pieces ;  shilling,  half-crown,  and 
five-shilling  pieces ;  a  Indf-JOVMeigfi,  and  a  sovereign* 
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On  the  plate  "whidi  enclosed  the  coins  Was  an  inseifptfotr 
similar  in  substance  to  that  eng^ved  on  the  trowel.  A 
salute  of  twelire  guns  was  fired  whU^  the  stone  was  laying^^ 
and  three  yoUies  by  the  Fosileers,  which,  with  the  sounds 
of  soft  music  heard  at  intervals,  and  the  shouts  of  the 
assembled  multitude,  reverberated  along  the  winding 
banks  of  Deva,  whilst  the  processi(m  left  the  site«  As  it 
proceeded  past  the  intend^  new  church,  the  workmeof 
mounted  the  walls  of  the  rising  edifice,  and  cheered  most 
heartily ;  and  on  its  way  through  Nicholas-street,  Water- 
gatcHstreet,  and  Northgate-street,  to  the  Exchange,  his 
lordship  and  the  whole  of  the  procession  were  hailed  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect  and  attention— cheering, 
clapping  of  hands,  and  waving  of  handkerchiefs  prevailed 
throughout  the  whole  line  of  march*  In  Northgate-street, 
the  head  of  the  procession  opened  its  columns,  and  the 
corporation  and  commissioners  passed  through  into  the 
Exchange,  when  the  mayor  took  his  seat  on  the  bench, 
and  presented  to  Lord  Grosvenor  the  trowel— remarking, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  his  lordshH>  would  preserve  it  as  a 
token  of  what  had  just  occurred,  as  well  as  of  the  conspi- 
cuous part  he  had  taken  in  laying  the  foundation  of  an 
erection,  which  would  stand  as  a  monument  to  future 
ages  of  the  spirited  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Chester.  His  lordship  briefly  replied,  liiat  he  received 
it  with  great  pleasure,  and  should  keep  it  not  only  as  a 
token  of  what  had  transpired  that  day,  but  as  a  pledge  of 
the  union, which  subsisted  between  his  house  and  the  city 
of  Chester,  which  it  was  his  most  anxious  wish  to  mmni- 
tidn  I  and  he  assured  his  worship  that  no  exertion  should 
be  wanting  on  his  part  to  further  the  prosperity  of  the 
city  of  Chester.  The  festivities  of  the  day  wer^  concluded 
by  a  splendid  dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel. 

1828.  The  summer  of  tUs  year  was  remarkable  for 
storms  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain.  The  first  of  these 
occurred  on  the  2&th  of  June,  when  a  good  deal  of  injury 
was  done  in  the  city  and  ndghbouriiood  by  the  electric 
fluid,  and  by  the  floods,  which  overflowed  the  low  grounds, 
and  did  much  misdiief  to  the  growing  crops.    But  a  stOl 
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iMore  serious  and  destructive  storm  was  witnessed  on  the 
'24th  and  25th  of  July.  During  the  former  day  and  night, 
^he  rains  were  almost  incessant,  but  on  the  latter,  the 
tlescent  was  so  tremendous  in  the  city  as  to  give  it  the 
appearance  of  one  unbroken  sheet  of  water.  About  noon 
-a  storm  of  iiail  came  on,  and  such  was  its  violence,  that 
considerable  damage  was  done  by  the  demolition  of  glass* 
Our  streets  were  literally  impassable  by  reason  of  impe- 
tuous torrents  with  which  they  were  inundated,  and  the 
market  people  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in  the  xlifTerent 
•rows.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  about  fifteen  yards 
*of  the  city  walls,  situate  between  Abbey-street  and  the 
Phcenix  Tower,  fell  down  with  a  terrible  crash,  into  Mr. 
Harrison^s  rope-walk,  taking  ^way  not  only  the  parapet 
'wall,  but  the  whole  of  the  outside  masonry  work  to  that 
extent,  and  also  the  flags  on  the  walking  path  nearly  to 
iialf  Its  breadth;  the  earth  lieneath  having  been  com- 
pletely excavated  and  washed  away  by  the  descending 
torrent.  About  the  same  time,  and  from  a  similar  cause^ 
a  portion  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  garden  wall,  on  the  Parkgate 
road,  shared  the  same  &te.  In  the  evening  of  Saturday^ 
many  of  "the  half-drowned  country  people  who  attended 
our  market,  had  serious  obstacles  to  encounter  in  return- 
ing to  their  homes,  the  rising  floods  in  several  directions 
having  intercepted  their  approach  to  them.  At  Bache 
Pool  the  turnpike  road  was  overflowed  to  the  depth  of 
from  diree  to  four  feet,  and  from  the  strength  of  the  cur- 
rent, which  carried  away  a  great  part  of  the  wall  in  front 
of  Mr.  Hughes's  mansion,  the  fording  the  water  with  a 
good  cart  or  other  carriage  was  no  inconsiderable  adven- 
ture. A  still  greater  difficulty  was  opposed  to  the  resi- 
-dents  on  the  Sands,  nearly  the  whole  of  that  flat  district 
being  laid  under  water  from  below  the  sluice-house  to 
the  extent  of  what  is  termed  the  first  take-in*  On  Sun- 
Aij  morning,  however,  this  region  presented  a  still  more 
appalling  appearance ;  at  Blacon  Point  the  water  was 
from  three  to  four  feet  deep,  .aod  the  lower  parts  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  farmers  were  flooded,  and  it  was  ascet- 
ic a  gentleman  who  resided  on  the  spot  at  the 
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time  of  the  great  flood  in  1706  (the  lati^oit  ever  known) 
that  on  that  day  the  waters  were  several  inches  higher 
than  at  the  former  period.    Every  attempt  to  secure  any 
part  of  the  agricultural  prodnce  was  perfectly  impraeticaip 
bl^  nor  was  it  a  task  of  easy  performance  to  save  the 
fives  of  the  cattle,  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  employ  a 
boat  that  had  been  drawn  out  of  die  Dee  far  the  purpose. 
An  immense  quantity  of  hay  and  other  produce  were 
entirely  spoiled  or  washed  away.    The  freshes  in  the  Dee 
were  remarkably  great;  on  the  Sunday,  acoekof  ba|v 
apparently  in  its  original  size  and  form,  was  seen  floating 
down,  upon  the  top  of  which  were  observed  two  leverets^ 
which  had  no  doubt  taken  refiige  there  to  preserve  thei»- 
selves  from  the  watery  element,  when  some  persons  being 
on  the  spot  in  a  boat,  the  little  fiigitives  were  rescued  from 
thdr  perilous  situation.— >On  the  SOth  September,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  oil  and  drug  warehouses  of  Mr.  Thonaa 
Bowers,  situated  in  that  section  of  the  city  bounded  by 
the  lower  part  of  Northgate^stireet,  Eastgat&^street,  and 
WeiburghVstreet,  and  near  to  Pepper-alley.    The  war&* 
houses  were  stored  with  drugs,  o^  saltpetre,  spirits  of 
wine,  turpentine,  and  other  artades  of  e  l^ghly  inflnmnMi 
ble  nature.    The  file  was  <fiecovered  about  kmt  o'clock 
In  the  morning ;  and  when  the  scene  and  extent  of  dan^ 
ger  were  ascertained,  the  strongest  feeling  of  alarm  and 
apprehension  was  created,  as  it  was  jusUy  feared,  the 
ek^eness  of  the  surrounding  buildings,  the  contiguity  of 
another  warehouse  of  a  similar  description,  and  the  inteiiF- 
sity  of  the  flames,  endangered  the  bouses  and  property  in 
the  viiiole  neighbourhood.    The  engines  were  soon  upon 
the  spot,  but  there  being  a  short  supply  of  waler^  tfadr 
operation  for  some  time  was  eattremely  ioefficieiit.    Bjf 
six  o'clock,  the  four  upper  rooms  of  die  larger  warehouse* 
and  the'  whole  of  die  smaller  one,  with  their  contents^ 
appeared  as  one  consolidated  sheet  of  flsone,  sending  np 
Its  spiral  columns  high  above  the  sunonndifig  bnikiinfs, 
and  illuminating  the  aitmospbere  for  a  considerable  dis^ 
tanee.    The  back  part  of  Mr.  Bowers's  dwel^g^lHMBe 
tras  not  more  than  fliree  yards  from  the  burning  t^ 
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4UmI  Mn  Wfllter'8  a4]ofai6dl  k,  f^BkMSt  the  lodgiogrruooM 
of  both  oC  which  the  flfUseB  played  with  great  vioIeDce. 
Two  window  frames  of  the  former  gentleman  were  half 
burnt  through^  almost  every  pane  of  glass  shivered  to 
^ece^  and  the  curtmns  of  a  bed  near  one  of  the  windows, 
were  once  actually  in  a  blaze.  Before  the  roof  fell  in,  the 
n^qper  floors  bad  successively  given  way«  and  the  ground 
floor  of  the  warehouses  now  sustained  the  burning  mass 
of  the  interior  of  the  building.  Under  these  was  a  cellar, 
faadiBg  to  which  were  a  wooden  staircase  and  stairs.  In 
this  cellar  was  deposited  a  great  number  of  hogsheads  d 
ail,  and  aqoantity  of  turpentine,  ^.  &e.  audit  is  easy  to 
contemplate  the  horrific  consequences,  if  these  ii^ammsr 
ble  materials  had  been  ignited,  and  added  their  influence 
to  the  akeady  extended  calamity.  What  renders  the 
preservatioQ  of  these  from  the  flames  extraordinary  ia, 
that  the  staircase  and  stairs  were  nearly  consumed,  and 
IbaA  some  of  the  articles  just  mentioned,  were  within  a 
yard  of  the  burning  materials ;  and  in  addition  to  this, 
the  floming  of  the  cellars,  which  was  also  of  wood  had 
flbot  taken  fire.  To  the  well-directed  energies  of  the 
tfMgiiies  on  this  point  of  danger  may  be  ascribed  this  ex- 
tffaordinarjr  and  fevourable  result.  About  seven  o'clock 
tiie  great  object  of  confining  the  disaster  within  the  walls 
4if  the  building  was  happily  accomplished ;  a  part  of  the 
walls  of  the  warehouses  only  remained  standing ;  but  all 
Ae  other  closely  connected  mass  of  buildings  was  placed 
in  a  state  of  safety.  While  the  raging  element  was  com- 
pleting its  work  of  destruction  in  the  rear,  and  especially 
during  liie  pericyi  of  its  threatening  aspect,  the  firont  of 
Northgate-street  presented  a  picture  of  desolation  and 
min.  The  persons  inhabiting  houses  and  occupying 
shops  ccmtiguous  to  the  fire,  were  anxiously  employed  in 
reaMmfig  their  stocks  and  furniture.  Most  of  the  ndgh- 
houring  houses  apart  from  the  danger,  were  stowed  with 
various  articles ;  St.  Peter's  churdi-yard,  the  commercial 
hittkKngs,  the  White  Lion  yard,  and  other  vacant  places 
were  crowded  with  promiscuous  heaps  of  goods  of  all 
^sscriptioiis,  which,  however,  were  safely  guarded  by 
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detachments  of  the  87th  regiment.  Before  Mr.  Bowers's 
family^  or  that  of  any  others  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
were  apprised  of  the  calamity,  the  fire  had  acquired 
great  power,  and  tibey  were  aroused  fnnn  their  slumbers 
only  to  behold  the  impending  danger  with  which  they 
were  threatened.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  under 
such  terrific  appearances  the  first  impulse  was  to  secure 
the  personal  safety  of  each  member  of  every  family,  par- 
ticularly the  children,  the  aged,  and  the  infirm ;  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  say,  that  this  was  done  without  any  serious 
accident,  by  removing  them  fi*om  the  scene  of  calamity. 
Among  this  number,  the  most  interesting  instances  were 
those  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Jones  and  Mrs.  Podmore,  close 
neighbours  to  Mr.  Bowers,  who  had  each  lain-in  but  a 
few  days,  and  who,  with  their  little  ones  were  carefuHy 
conveyed  to  friends'  bouses,  with  no  other  injury  thaa 
the  sudden  fright.  On  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  fire^ 
it  appeared  that  Mr.  Bowers's  family  had  been  washing 
on  the  preceding  day.  There  was  a  boiler  in  the  wash*> 
house  which  stood  immediately  under  the  small  ware- 
house, the  latter,  on  the  first  floor,  communicatti^  with 
the  large  one,  and  the  chimney  of  the4)oiler  ran  into  the 
flue  above.  Although  the  fire  was  apparently  extin- 
guished on  the  evening,  it  seems  that  some  timber  in  the 
flue  had  taken  fire  during  the  night,  and  thus  communi- 
cated itself  to  other  parts  of  the  building.  Mr.  Bowers'e 
property  was  insured,  but  not  to  the  amount  of  the  injury 
that  was  sustained.  Some  palpable  defects  in  the  state  c^ 
the  engines  and  the  supply  of  water  were  obvious  upon 
the  above  occasion, — facts  that  cannot  be  too  severely 
censured.  This  occurrence,  however,  ia  connexion  with 
another  similar  calamity  of  less  magnitude  which  had 
happened  a  few  days  before,  rouzed  the  inhaUtants  to  a 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  taking  precautionary  measiures 
to  meet  with  greater  eflSciency  the  recurrence  of  like 
accidents.  A  town's  meeting  was  held,  several  excellent 
resolutions  passed,  and  a  committee  appointed,  by  whom 
the  number  of  fire-men  were  increased,  a  periodical  in- 
spection of  the  engines  ordered,  and  arraogement^  made 
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for  an  ample  sapply  of  water.  The  necessity  of  a  con- 
stant attention  to  these  precautions  cannot  be  too  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  police ;  there  is  scarcely  a  towjx  in 
the  kingdom  where  old  buildings  are  so  closely  huddled 
together  as  in  the  central  parts  of  Chester — a  circum- 
stance which  loudly  calls  for  the  greatest  possible  effec- 
tiveness in  the  engine-house  department. 

1829.  On  the  7th  of  March^  an  accident  occurred  at 
the  officers'  barracks  adjoining  the  castle.  On  that  day, 
Lieut,  L.  W.  Halstead^  of  the  87th  Royal  Irish  Fusileers, 
rejoined  his  regiment  then  stationed  here,  after  leave  of 
absence  for  some  months,  and  in  the  afternoon  dined  with 
his  brother  officers  at  the  mess.  In  the  course  of  the 
evenings  he  advanced  to  one  of  the  windows,  through 
which  he  fell  into  the  castle  field  beneath,  a  height  of 
about  16  yards,  only  just  escaping  the  iron-spikes  planted 
around  the  magazine.  The  accident  is  supposed  to  have 
occurred  in  consequence  of  his  having  mistaken  the  room 
for  the  one  in  which  the  officers  messed  when  he  was 
before  in  Chester,  which  was  but  for  a  short  time,  and  to 
the  windows  of  that  room  there  was  a  terrace  outside, 
guarded  in  front  by  iron  pallisading.  The  officers  had 
changed  their  mess-room  during  his  absence ;  to  the  win- 
dows of  that  room  no  terrace  was  attached,  and  being 
unacquainted  with  that  circumstance,  it  is  supposed  that 
when  he  went  through  the  window,  he  imagined  himself 
perfectly  safe.  When  taken  up  he  was  totally  insensible, 
and  much  bruized  3  the  lower  vertebra;  of  his  back  was 
dislocated  and  fractured,  which  paralyzed  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, and  brought  on  a  mortification.  He  lingered 
until  the  following  Saturday  morning,  when  he  expired, 
and  was  interred  with  military  honours  in  the  cathedral, 
where  a  handsome  monument  is  placed  to  his  memory. 
He  was  in  his  28th  year,  and  had  been  eleven  years  in 
the  regiment.— In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  we  had  ano- 
ther splendid  Musical  Festival,  held  in  the  broad  aisle  of 
our  fine  cathedral,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  charities, 
which,  as  usual,  brought  a  vast  concourse  of  gentry  into 
i         the  city.    A  new  feature  in  this  meeting  was  a  fancy-dress 


296  BISTORT  OP  cmsTtin* 

ball,  beld  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  which,  being  d  note!  ex&f« 
bition  in  Chester,  oommanded  an  immense  company ;  and 
it  is  probable  that  this  speeies  of  amusement  will  here^ 
after  form  an  appendage  to  oar  musical  festivals. 

1830.  In  public  events  or  occurrences,  this  year  pre-* 
sented  nothing  deserving  of  pubHe  record,  if  we  omit  the 
demise  of  King  George  the  Fourth^  which  necessariiy  led 
to  a  new  election  of  our  city  members.  Lord  Belgrave 
having  offered  himself  as  one  of  the  county  representatives, 
the  new  candidate  for  the  city  was  Sir  Philip  de  Malpa^ 
Grey  Egerton,  who  was  returned  without  opposition. 
This  subject,  however,  belongs  to  another  branch  of  our 
history,  but  is  noticed  for  the  purpose  of  observing,  that 
this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  an  election  for  members 
has  occurred  since  tlie  year  1807,  without  a  most  deter^ 
mined  contest. 


Chronological  List  of  public  Execudont  in  Chester  from  tJie 

16/A  contwry. 

1S54.— Oeorge  Manh,  butnt  at  SpitalBovghtoOj  for  his  attadiment  to  the 

PfOCMtant  faith. 
1588.~.8ept.  8.  A  womtii  hnnt  at  Braghton  fat  pahonim  her  h«dNuid. 
1688.— John  Taylor,  gaoler  of  the  castle^  ftr  the  maider  of  JHf;  Hoekenhulty 

a  prifloner  In  his  custody  for  recusancy. 
1992.— William  Oeaton,  serrant  to  the  Ushop  of  Chester,  for  the  mwder  of 

James  Findlore,  a  Scotch  pedlar ;  Ui  hody  was  hng  in  cfaalBa  on 

Oroppenhall  heath. 
1601  .^iA  woman  nsmed  Gandey,  executed  for  conspiring  to  maider  her 

husband ;  her  parsmonr,  Boon,  reftisiog  to  plead,  was  pressed  to  death 

hi  the  castle. 
1802.-.One  Amet,  serrani  to  a  Mr.  tfanky,  of  Sakney  sSde,  hrag  for  mur- 
dering his  feUow-senrant. 
1654 — Sir  Timothy  Fetherstonhaugh,  shot  in  the  com-madDet  of  Cheater, 

by  order  of  the  parliament 
1760.— -Two  Irishmen  executed,  and  gibbetted  on  the  Ptehgate  mad,  near 

the  two  miUs,  for  a  murder. 
1768Mi-.Thzee  men  hung  for  burglary ;  the  tope  of  one  of  them  broke,  whenf 

lifting  up  his  cap,  he  exelafaned  in  horrible  agitation,  ^  My  God  I  what 

am  I  to  suffer  ?" 
177<U»Jtfay  4.  Execution  of  James  KnSg^  for  abwglary  at  OAd  Rode.-« 

Sept  21.  Christopher  IawIcss,  Isaac  HutcfafaisoD)  Alexander  Soiomon^ 

and  Isaac  Josephs,  executed  for  robbing  the  shop  of  Af  r.  PembertoD, 

Jeweller.    They  wen  buried  bdUnd  the  Boodee-cop,  opposite  Ovcrleigh. 


1777.«HiApilllO.  S»Tkiir]e}rye9ISMMtdlbrthelioRlbl«mitfaer  of  Ann  Smith, 
ft  b^Had^idngttv  B»f  GooglflMmr  Aft^r  Gitttkg  offher  heady  he  serered 
Iwr  kg»  and  uaas  ftom  her  bodf  ,  which  he  thtew  into  a  biook  I  part, 
hoiMf«Kflieastaaff)rhioikd«nd^eiitl  fi«  waa  hung  in  ehaiu  on  the 
iMih,  Mar  CoDg^etaB. 

1779.— April  16.  William  Ellis  for  burglary,  and  William  Loom,  for  dis- 
diargfaig  » leaded  piatd  at  Charles  Warren,  of  Ccmgleton,  executed  at 
BooghMSUM^M.  2.  Saaah  Jones,  exeentedfbr  stealing  2^7aid8  of  chhtts, 
ftom  the  shop  ef  Mr.  Meaoock,  Chester. 

KFSS^^-^Itesolutloo  Heap,  and  Martha  Brown  i  the  foimer  for  a  burglary  at 
Whaley  |  the  latter  for  a  similar  ofience  at  Over. 

1784 April  26.  Elizabeth  Wood,  hung  for  poisoning  James>  Sinister,  al 

BrBdbiiry..-May  13^  John  Oakes,  hung  far  oeiningif 

l780.-^piil  24.  Execntion  of  Peter  Steers,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  by 
poison. — May  6.  Edward  Holt,  for  a  burgktry  at  Knut9ford.ii-.Oct.  I. 
Thomas  Buckley,  aged  20,  for  a  burglary  at  Chester.^-Oct  7.  Thomas 
Byde,  aged35,  forhorse4tealing.~U>ct  10.  James  Buekley,  aged  23, 
for  a  bursary  in  Miss  Lloyd's  iuHise  in  Newgate«street,  Charter* 

17S0.*-JPeb.  4.  Thomas  Mate,  for  the  murder  of  John  Parry,  a  constable,  in 
Bandbridge.  He  was  64  years  old,  and  when  at  the  gallows,  he  charged 
his  wJfe,  70  years  old,  with  infidelity. 

1790.— John  Dean,  foom  Stockport,  for  Ae  most  brutal  murder  o  hiswifo, 
who  was  seven  months  adyanoed  in  her  pi^gnancy.^  fie  was  hung  in 
chains  on  Stockport  moor. 

1791.-^pia  21.  £xecntk>n  of  Lowndes,  fi»  robbing  the  Wattingten  malL 
Bis  prosecution,  it  is  said,  oost  £2000.  He  was  hung  in  chains  on 
Helsby-hill ;  bat  the  gibbet  pole  was  in  k  short  time  after  cut  down  by 
some  people  in  the  neighbomHood,  and  was  not  again  erected..-^ct  8. 
AUen,  Aston,  and  Knox,  for  a  burglaiy  at  NoEtherm  Upon  this  occa- 
sion, the  fotal  tne  was  removed  from  GaQows-hill  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  load,  where  it  contintted  until  1001,  when  the  place  of  executkm 
was  finaUy  removed  within  the  wails  of  the  city* 

1786**«»Apta30i  Thomas  Brown  and  James  Price,  forrobbhigdie  War. 
lington  mail.  They  were  hung  in  chains  on  TrafiSird«green,  and  re- 
mained there  tiU  1820,  when  the  pole  was  taken  down,  the  place  having 
been  previously  inclosed.    In  the  scull  of  Price  was  found  a  robin's  nest. 

1798.— John  Thorohill,  for  the  murder  of  his  sweetheart,  Sarah  Makme,  at 
Lymm....«Oct.  4.  Peter  Martin,  alias  Joseph  Lowther,  for  firing' at  a 
boat's  crew  of  the  Actaon,  in  the  Mersey^  when  employed  on  the  im- 
press service. 

1800.— Thomas  Bosworth,  far  forgery,  and  Aiexandtt  M^nrten,  for  felony— 
Od^  1&  Mary  Lloyd,  for  forgery  at  Stockport. 

]80L.»May  9.  Thompson,  Morgan,  and  Clare,  for  burglaries..^Wfaen  near 
the  gallows,  Clare  noade  a  spring  ficom  the  cart,  rushed  through  the 
crowd,  which  made  way  for  him,  rolled  dewn  a  gutter-way  towards  the 
Bee— a  rapid  descent— and  plunged  into  the  river.  He  was  drowned, 
having  immediatdy  sunk,  ftom  the  weight  of  his  dudnS)  but  his  body 
was  found,  and  afterwards  hung  up  with  the  others,  the  other  two  male- 
fociors  being  keptin  the  cart  in  the  hitefvaL  These  were  the  last  crimi- 
ndftlwng  at  Boa^Mon^wMai  had  been  the  place  ^eseciitifltt  for  some 
VOL.  11.  P  P 
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eedtuzies.— Oct  3.  A«»m  Gee  and  Thomas  Olbion,  finlig  oat  of  a 
temporary  window  way,  in  the  attica,  on  the  loath  aide  of  the  okf 
Nortfagate,  a  hnilding  not  now  in  existence.  The  unfiirtiuiate  men  were 
propelled  from  the  window  aboat  fire  feet,  and  dropfied  near  ibrty  inches, 
their  bodies  beating  against  the  windows  beneath,  sa  as  tsf  break  the 
glass  in  them. 

l809.~MBy  6.  Execution  of  €korge  Gloter  and  WilHam  Proodlove,  in 
frtmt  of  the  honse  of  oorrectioD,  for  shooting  at  an  oSBeet  of  excise  at 
Odd  Rode.  When  the  drop  (used  for  die  first  time)  sank,  tiie  ropes 
broke,  and  the  poor  men  fell  to  the  platform,  half  strangled  ;  new  ropes 
were  procured,  and  the  sentence  was  carried  into  eflfect  about  an  hour 
after  the  accident 

1810.— May  2.  Execution  of  John  Done,  for  the  murder  of  Betty  Eckersley, 
a  woman  of  bad  character,  at  Lymm.  He  denied  the  offence  to  his  last 
moment — Oct  10.  Execution  of  Smith  and  Clarke,  for  a  burglary  and 
felony  in  the  shop  of  Air.  Fletcher,  watch-maker,  Eastgate.  The  con- 
duct of  Smith  on  the  drop  was  exceedingly  unbending  and  audacious, 
and  the  night  before  his  execution  'he  played  at  cards  with  some  of  his 
companions.    They  were  buried  in  St.  Martin's  chnrdi-yard. 

1812.— June  15.  Temple  and  Thompson  for  rioting.  They  were  comiected 
with  the  Luddites.— Aug.  24.  Execution  of  Jdm  Lomas,  for  the  mur- 
der of  his  master,  Mr.  Morrey,  of  Hankelow. 

1813.— -Edith  Morrey,  executed  for  the  murder  of  her  hasband.  She  was 
tried  with  Lomas,  and  with  him  found  gaiky  on  the  dearest  testknony. 
Inmiediately  after  conviction  she  jfleaded  pregnancy,  and  a  jury  of 
matrons  being  impannelled,  ihe  was  pronounced  quick  with  chM,  and 
her  sentence  of  course  raited  till  after  her  delivery.  It  appeared  that 
an  illicit  intercourse  had  for  some  time  existed  between  her  and  Lomas, 
which  led  to  her  exciting  him  to  destroy  her  husband,  and  the  crime  was 
perpetrated  with  circumstances  of  peculiarly  savage  atrocity.— June  26. 
Execution  of  William  Wilkinson,  James  Yarwood,  and  William  Bur. 
gess,  for  a  rape  on  Mary  Porter,  near  Weston  Point  They  were  flat- 
men,  and  when  Wilkinson  (a  fine  stout  man  about  six  feet  high)  mounted 
the  scaffold,  he  exclaimed  to-  his  companions,  ^  Keep  up  your  iqtirits ; 
never  mind,  my  lads— we  are  all  murdered  men ;  I'm  just  as  happy  as 
if  as  I  was  going  to  a  play !"  and  when  the  halter  was  placed  rmmd  hia 
neck,  be  added,  «<  My  new  handkerchief  fits  me  nice  and  tight" 

1814 — May  28.  William  Wilson,  an  old  sailor,  in  his  70th  year,  executed 
for  arson,  at  Tiverton,  near  Tazporley.  His  exit  was  most  extraordi- 
nary :  on  the  morning  of  his  death  he  entertained  a  number  of  persons 
in  the  parlour  of  the  constable's  house,  with  an  account  of  his  naval 
exploits ;  and  in  his  way  along  the  streets  to  the  dty  gaol,  he  chewed 
bread  in  his  mouth,  and  threw  it  at  the  beadle,  observing  he  was  like 
Peeping  Tom  of  C!oventry.  On  the  drop  he  said,  ^'  what  a  many  peo- 
ple are  here  to  see  an  old  man  hung ;  here's  as  much  fiiss  as  if  there 
were  a  hundred  to  be  hanged." 

1815.-.^pril  22.  Execution  of  Griffith  and  Wood,  for  a  barglary  in  the 
house  of  John  Hohne,  near  Stockport 

1817— May  10.  Execution  of  Joseph  Allen,  for  uttering  bank  of  England 
notes  to  a  l8t;ge  amount    In  a  dedazation  made  on  the  morning  of  his 
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execntioD,  he  Mid  he  had  been  wrongfully  accused,  and  that  he  did  not 
IcDow  good  notes  ficom  bad  ones.  For  six  dayi  after  his  condemnation, 
he  took  no  other  refreshment  than  water. 

f  8I81 — ^May  9.  Abraliam  Rostem  and  Isaac  Moors,  the  former  for  a  burglary 
at  Edgeley,  the  latter  for  a  similar  offence  at  Cheadle  Bulkeley.  Both 
of  them  acknowledged  their  guilt.— Sq>t.  26.  John  Moor,  executed  for 
a  burglary. 

1819. — May  8.  Joseph  Walker,  for  robbing  his  former  master  on  the  high- 
way between  Northwich  and  Manchester.  He  denied  his  guilt  to  the 
last^^ept  25.  Samuel  Hooley  and  John  Johnson  (a  man  of  colour) 
for  a  burglai^  at  Bowden, 

1820. — April  15.  Jacob  M'Ghinnes,  for  shooting  Mr.  Burdi,  at  Stockport. 
fie  was  connected  with  the  radical  refbrmers,  and  his  intention  was  ta 
have  shot  Mr.  Lloyd,  then  solicitor  of  that  town,  and  now  prothonotary 
,of  the  county  court  This  unfortunate  man  had  not  only  embraced  the 
politics  but  the  theology  of  Tom  Paine,  but  during  his  confinement,  and 
before  his  execution,  he  was  brought  to  embrace  the  christian  system, 
and  died  with  great  oomposure-^April  22.  Thomas  Miller,  for  a  bur- 
glary at  Bowden. — Sept.  16.  Execution  of  Kalph  Ellis,  for  a  burglary 
at  Elton,  and  William  Ricklington,  for  setting  fire  to  the  rectory  house 
at  Goddington. 

1821.— May  5.  Execution  of  Samuel  Healey,  for  a  highway  robbery  at 
Stockport. 

X822— -May  4.  William  Tongue  for  a  rape  on  an  infant,  and  George  Groom 
for  a  highway  robbery  on  a  man  named  Joseph  Kenneriey..JSept.  14. 
Thomas  Brierley,  for  a  highway  robbery  near  Congleton. 

1823. — April  14.  Execution  of  Samuel  fallows,  for  the  murder  of  his  aweeU 
heart,  at  Disley.  Several  galvanic  experiments  were  made  on  his  body 
previous  to  dissection..— May  20.  Execution  of  John  Kragon,  for  a  rape 
on  an  infant  at  Stockport— Sept.  13.  Execution  of  Edward  Clarke,  for 
a  highway  -robbery  at  Stockport 

4824.— April  21.  Joseph  Dale,  for  tiie  murder  x)f  Mr.  Wood,  near  Disley. 
He  had  been  convicted  at  the  preceding  assizes,  but  execution  deferred, 
in  order  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  a  point  of  law  urged  in  his 
favour  by  Mr.  D.  F.  Jones,  hia  couaseL    He  died  with  great  composure. 

4826..~Jlpril  26..  PhiUp  M'Gpwan,  for  the  robbery  of  an  inoffensive  man, 
near  Disley,  and  Abraham  Stones,  for  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Marsden,  a 
gentleman  of  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  near  Cowlane-bridge, 
under  circumstances  of  great  violence.  On  this  melancholy  occasion, 
the  apparatus  for  executions,  was  removed  from  the  east  to  the  west  end 
-of  the  city  gaol,  where  these  melandioly  spectacles  have  ever  since  been 
exhibited. — Aug.  26.  John  Green,  for  burglary. 

1829 — May  9.  John  Proudlove,  for  highway  robbery,  and  John  Leir,  for 
burglary  in  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Matthew  Bloor,  attended  with  aggra- 
vated  drcumatances  of  violence.r-Sept  26.  Joseph  Woodhouse,  for  a 
rape  on  his  own  daughter;  and  Joseph  Henshall,  for  firing  at  the 
keepers,  while  poaching  in  the  grounds  of  the  Earl  of  Stamford  and 
Wanington. 
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t'^t  a^ibtr  Bee^ittf  ^abtgatton* 


TuR  Dee  is  only  partially  a  Cheshire  river.  It  rises 
in  Merionethshire,  runs  through  Bala  P00I9  skirts  the 
counties  of  Denbigh  and  Flint,  and  hecomea  a  boundary 
to  Cheshire  near  Shoclclacb)  and  passing  by  Famdon  to 
Aldford,  has  the  county  on  both  sides ;  thence  it  runs  on 
by  Eaton  and  Eccleston  to  Chester.  From  Bangor  bridge 
it  is  navigable  for  barges ;  at  Chester  bridge,  where  it 
meets  the  tide-water,  it  is  about  100  yards  wide ;  from 
th»ce  it  passes  through  an  artificial  channel  along  the 
marshes  to  the  estuary,  the  latter  spreading  over  an  ex- 
l^t  of  sands,  in  some  parts  seven  mites  in  width.  The 
Dee  empties  itself  into  the  sea  much  nearer  to  the  Flint* 
shire  than  to  the  Cheshire  ahore^  and  not  fiur  from  the 
Point  of  Air. 

All  our  ancient  authors,  who  have  written  on  the  city 
of  Chester,  have  attached  high  importance  to  the  Dee,  as 
affording  the  greatest  fiiciliQr  to  its  trade  and  commeroe, 
and  as  the  primitive  source  of  its  greatness  and  renown. 
In  eelebrating  this  river,  W^b,  in  King's  Vale  Royal, 
passes  the  following  eulogiura  !<->^  To  which  water  no 
man  can  now  express  how  much  tliis  antient  dty  hath 
been  beholden ;  nay  (I  suppose)  if  I  should  call  it  the 
Another,  the  nuree,  the  maintainer,  the  advancer  and 
preserver  thereof,  I  should  not  gready  err ;  for  the  same 
river>  after  that  it^  approacfaeth  the  county  of  Chester, 
and  receives  some  waters  on  either  (^ide,  which  makes  it 
take  the  more  state  upon  i^  and  to  rouae  up  itself  to  pre* 
PW^  i<(>r  meeting  with  the  sea;  in  which  respect,  our 
writers  spy  of  it,  that  it  rather  rusheth  than  runneth  out 
of  Wales  into.  Chester,  and  then  addresseth  itself  to  the 
said  meeting}  even  there,  where  the  sea  bath  determined 
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that  creek  which  shoots  in  between  Flintshire  and  the 
west  side  of  Wirrai  hundred,  was  founded  that  beautiful 
eity,  and  made  the  receptacle  of  merchandize  from  all 
kingdoms  and  nations,  who  traded  into  the  British  or 
Irish  ocean,  and  became  the  very  key  or  inlet,  whereby 
not  only  the  Romans,  in  their  time,  made  tiieir  passage 
to  and  from  Ireland,  and  the  other  western  and  northern 
Islands ;  but  all  other  kings  and  princes,  ever  since,  upon 
all  needful  occasions/' 

That  the  Dee  was  navigable  for  vessels  of  great  bur- 
den from  the  sea  up  to  Chester  in  very  ancient  times,  is 
beyond  all  doubt ;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  early  in 
the  14th  century,  the  navigation  had  been  materially 
impeded  by  the  shifting  of  the  sands.  The  first  notice  we 
have  of  the  latter  circumstance  is  contained  in  letters 
patent  of  Richard  IL  who  releaseth  to  the  citizens 
73/.  lOs,  8d.  parcel  of  the  100/.  for  the  fee^farm  reserved 
by  the  charter  of  £dward  I.  which  the  city  was  in  ar^ 
rears;  in  which  also  is  assigned,  as  the  reason  of  this 
indulgence,  the  ruinaus  estate  of  the  cittf,  and  of  the  haven. 
Henry  VL  in  confirming  all  the  former  charters  of  the 
city,  recites  ^*  what  great  concourse  in  times  past,  as  well 
by  strangers  as  others,  has  been  made  with  merchandize 
into  this  city,  by  reason  of  the  goodness  of  the  port  thereof 
and  also  what  great  trading  for  victuals  into  and  out  of 
Wales  to  the  great  profit  of  the  city ;"  and  then  shows, 
^  how  the  same  port  ef  Chester  was  lamentably  decayed, 
by  reason  of  the  abundance  of  sands  which  had  efaoaked 
the  creek ;  and  for  these  consideratioDS  released  to  the 
city  lOf.  of  the  fee^-iarm  reserved  by  Edward  V  The 
same  reason  is  adduced  by  Henry  VIL  in  his  great  charter 
to  the  city  for  reducing  the  fee-farm  from  100/.  to  20/  ^ 

*  This  fee-farm  rent,  or  royalty,  was  reserved  in  the  crown  uninterrupt- 
edly from  Edward  I.  to  Henry  VII.  except  that  upon  one  occasion  it  was 
granted  to  the  £wl  of  Arundel  for  his  life.  The  grant  was  subsequently 
soUt  hy  ibe  oown^  under  an  act  of  parttament,  to  Charles  Locd  Gtsaid ;  h 
dffarpndftd  to  the  family  of  the  Mordaunts,  of  whom  it  was  purchased  in  1728, 
hj  Sir  Richard  Grosrenor,  whose  descendant,  the  present  Earl,  still  holds  It. 
This  fee-fatm  rent  of  ^0  was  annually  paid  to  his  lordship  hy  the  rfieriffiii  of 
lias  dly.    Some  Urn  yciri  «ge,  nJiODjone  oecaaion,  the  shecUTs  demurred  to 
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An  author  who  wrote  early  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, has  not  only  stated  the  facts  as  related  above,  but 
has  also  left  us  his  speculations  on  the  causes  of  the  ob- 
struction of  our  river,  in  the  following  quotation : — *'  The 
mouth  or  opening  of  this  river  into  the  sea  lies  very  bleak 
upon  the  north-eastern,  western,  and  south-western 
winds ;  and  the  ground  or  bottom  of  the  creek  is  altoge- 
ther of  ^  loose,  light,  white,  skittering  sand,  which,  upon 
any  powerful  drift  of  wind  or  water,  will  give  place  like 
drifts  of  snow,  and  when  a  strong  wind,  at  low  water, 
hath  opened  a  gap  never  so  little  in  one  of  the  huge  banks 
or  bars  of  sands,  which  have  long  gathered  and  increased 
to  be,  as  one  would  think  very  firm  and  strong,  the  next 
tide-water  violently  rushing  into  that  gap,  and  the  wind 
continuing  for  many  tides  together  to  add  more  and  more 
strength  to  that  violence,  the  channel  that  was  the  main 
passage  before  will  now  rake  up,  as  forsaken  by  the  great 
stream,  and  the  other  new  made  will  more  and  more;  pre- 
vail, until  the  like  vicissitude  happen  the  other  way.  From 
whence  it  is,  that  these  mighty  heaps  of  sand,  by  continu- 
ance of  time,  brought  by  fierce  and  strong  winds  up  into 
the  narrowness  of  the  creek,  for  M'hich  there  is  no  retura 
back  again,  neither  wind  nor  water  being  able  to  recoil 
them ;  that  the  haven  which  in  time  past  received  ships 
of  great  burthen  up  to  the  city  skirts,  scarce  now  hath 
sea- room  for  little  barques,  which  only  at  high- water  do 
bring  in  their  unladings  of  great  vessels  from  the  keys 
and  stations  which  can  receive  them,  five»  six,  or  ten 
miles  off.  And  hence  it  is,  that  even  within  these  few 
years  there  have  been  such  losses  and  gainings  between 
the  shores  of  Che^ire  and  Flintshire,  near  unto  this  city, 
that  if  I  should  estimate  the  same  according  to  my  own 
judgment,  I  should  scarcely  be  believed  of  such  as  do  not 
behold  them  with  their  eyes." 

The  detriment  to  the  city,  arising  from  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  navigation,  was  seriously  felt ;  and  U  was  not 

the  claim,  whose  scruples,  however,  were  soon  removed,  by  the  satisfactory 
eridenoes  adduced  on  the  part  of  his  lordship.  But  ftom  some  years  pasty 
the  annual  payment  of  this  sum  has  been  made  by  the  corporation  instead  of 
the  sheriffs. 
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till  about  the  middle  of  the  16th  century  that  even  a  par- 
tial remedy  to  the  evil  was  attempted.  About  that  period, 
a  new  quay  or  haven  was  erected  on  the  Cheshire  shore 
near  Neston,  about  ieight  miles  from  the  city,  which  gave 
rise  to  the  assemblage  of  houses  called  Parkgate,  built  on 
the  shore  beneath  that  town.  In  the  Harleian  MSS.  (No. 
2082)  is  a  letter  from  the  citizens  of  Chester  to  the  lord 
treasurer  (the  Marquis  of  Winchester)  praying  his  inter- 
cession with  the  king  for  a  sum  of  money  in  aid  of  their 
new  haven  or  quay  in  Wirral,  then  building  all  of  stone, 
*^  in  the  face  and  belly  of  the  sea,  which  would  at  least  cost 
5000/.  or  6000//'  In  1560  a  collection  for  the  new  haven 
at  Chester,  was  made  in  all  churches  throughout  the  king- 
dom ;  and  in  1567  there  was  an  assessment  for  the  same 
purpose  on  the  city.  The  new  haven  was  at  length  com- 
pleted, and  for  many  years,  all  goods  and  merchandizes 
coming  to,  and  going  from  the  port  of  Chester,  were  there 
loaded  and  unloaded. 

The  credit  of  the  first  suggestion  for  recovering  the 
niavigation  of  the  river,  has  invariably  been  given  by  all 
our  historians  to  a  Mr.  And.  Yarranton,  a  gentleman  ex- 
tremely conversant  in  the  commercial  advantages  of  this 
island,  who  published  a  work  in  which  the  subject  is  inves- 
tigated, in  1677;*  and  if  the  question  be  referred  to  any 
definite  project,  I  am  quite  willing  to  concede  the  point 
in  his  favour.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  to  observe,  that 
the  practicability  and  the  desirableness  of  such  a  scheme 

*  The  title  of  this  curious  book  is,  <<  England's  Improvement  by  Sea 
and  Land ;  to  out-do  the  Dutch  without  fighting,  to  pay  debts  without 
money,  to  set  at  work  aU  the  Poor  of  England  with  the  growth  of  their  own 
lands,"  &C.  In  an  address  to  the  reader,  appended  at  the  end  of  his  work, 
JUr.  Yarranton  thus  recites  his  qualifications  for  his  undertaking : — <'  I  was 
an  apprentice  to  a  linnen-draper,  when  this  king  f  Charles  II.)  was  bom,  and 
continued  at  the  trade  some  years ;  but  the  shop  being  too  narrow  and  short 
for  my  large  mind,  I  took  leave  of  my  master,  but  said  nothing.  Then  I 
•  lived  a  countrey-life  finr  some  years,  and  in  the  late  wars  I  was  a  soldier,  and 
sometimes  had  the  honour  and  misfortune  to  lodg  and  dislodg  an  army.  In 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fiifty-two,  I  entred  upon  iron-works, 
and  pU'd  them  several  years,  and  in  them  times  I  made  it  my  business  to 
survey  the  three  great  rivers  of  England,  and  some  small  ones,  and  made  two 
navigable,  and  a  third  ahnost  compleated.*' 
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was  ititiiiiated  more  than  fifty  years  before  Yarranton'sf 
book  made  its  appearance,  by  the  respectable  author  I 
have  before  quoted,  a  native  citizen,  Mr.  Webb.  At  all 
events,  the  modesty  and  kumiliiy  with  which  this  antlior 
introduces  his  sentiments  on  the  feasit^iHty  of  restoring  ttie 
navigation,  will  not  operate  to  bis  disaiivantage  with  tlie 
candid  reader*    But  I  will  quote  his  words  i — 

^'  Two  things,  one  of  greater,  and  one  of  lesser  con* 
sequence  here  offer  themselves,  wherein,  if  I,  silly  wretch, 
the  meanest  of  a  thousand,  may  shew  my  desire,  it  may 
be,  I  hope,  pardonable ;  and  if  no  notice  be  taken  thereof, 
it  shall  not  to  the  reader  be  much  troublesome.  Tlie  first 
IS,  that  men  of  place,  judgment  and  skill,  would  but  a 
little  in  their  wisdom  consider,  whether  the  matter  were 
not  as  easy,  or  as  likely,  as  some  artists  and  experienced 
wits  seem  to  give  out,  that  this  haven  might  be  won  again 
to  as  much  advantage  of  trade  or  traffick  to  this  city,  as 
ever  it  was ;  and  that  with  no  great  ado,  in  comparison 
with  those  great  atchievements  which  have  been  effected 
in  the  havens  of  Dover,  Plymouth,  Harwich,  and  Yar- 
mouth, this  being  but  the  turning  of  a  brook  to  any  of 
them.  And  so  to  the  augmentation  of  his  majesty's  cus- 
toms, the  honour  of  the  whole  kingdom,  andespecidUy 
to  the  advancement  of  the  prince's  highness,  this  his  most 
renowned  and  famous  earldom  of  Chester :  the  particular 
inducements  to  which  motion,  I  dare  not  adventure  to 
open,  till  better  occasions  do  incite  thereunto.*— The  other 
is,  that  the  said  greater  matter  of  renewing  the  haven, 
lying  as  it  doth  asleep,  and  not  soon  to  be  hoped  to  be 
effected,  the  worthy  citizens  of  this  time  would  take 
into  their  consideration  how  easily  and  to  good- purpose, 
they  may  even  now  provide  a  better  key  and  dock  for 
entertainment  of  such  vessels  as  can  come  ap  the  water 
to  the  city,  and  may  do  it  now,  with  the  gaining  clear  of 
a  most  fine  circuit  of  firm  land,  to  be  added  to  that'Rood- 
eye  they  have  already,  without  prejudice  of  any  pface  or 
person,  and  without  stepping  one  foot  out.  of  their  owd 
liberties." 


Tbis  h  tbe  fil^t  saggittstfon  I  mt  aequaAttled'  with^  ior 
restoring  ifhe  nevl^atieti,  aiKhougb  k'  moit  be  allowed) 
there  h  ti&  specifie  tkb^e  poiilt^d  out  by  i^hich  tfie.im^ 
ptoT^meM  mfgfkl  bl$  eff^ctedl'  Tbe-  pvqlecl^*  howtver^ 
geems  to^  hafv^  slept  nnllll  file  ap^arancflr  o0  Sfi^v  Yarranv> 
ton*s  hoM  itt  10779  wMch  eercafaily  rouxai'  tihe  public 
attenttoiv  fa  the'  dchein^  ailhdt^h>  It  v^as'  mofer  Chan  thirty^ 
years  afterwan^dlK^  befori^  iti  b^g^an  (n^  be  adwdi  a^on^  This 
^otk  isvKM  itty  9ea#ce,  btiV  having,  thfoagbtherbiiidueas 
of  a  gentfemati  of  this  elty,  obtained  the  toaii''  of  it,.  I  shall 
here  transcribe  what  ilhe  aMithoi^  ha?  said)  hi  reletioii' to- 
the  Dee,  which,  to'  say  the  l^aet  of  ity  is  cuviows,  ifi  m)# 
important. 

''  Now  I  must  malie  a-  st^p^  to  \¥e8tdlesl»r,i  and  en* 
deavonr  to  find  out*  hoW  the  river  Bee  may  bta^mnde  Mf 
navigable  to  Bangior-bridgf^  fimt  thereby  it  mby  be  made 
communicable  with  lh#  ri^er  Severne*  In  thl^  month  of 
July,  I674, 1  was  pret^iled'  n^th*  by  a  penion  of  hononir  1^ 
survey  the  river  Dee,  ruMilig  by  tie  city  of  CfacBtei^  to 
the  Irish  sea,  aodfindfng  tSie  river  choked  with  thesaads 
that  a  vessel  of  ^enly  toM  ^vAd  not'  come  ta  that*  noUe 
city,  and  the  ships  fero'd  4o^  lye  it  Ite&mat^  u  ff .very  bad 
harbour,  whereby  the  i^1p9  receive  wnoh  domagey  axid 
trade  made  so  utacertain  and  ehargeattle,  dial'  Ae'  trade  of 
Chester  is  much*  decayed^*  aid  g^one*  to  Letierpeoi^  and 
that  old  great  city  Ht  danger  of  beim  rnnTdt  if  tim  river 
Dee  be  not  made  ntwi^ble  by  act'  of  pariiaaMoty  aad 
ships  bronght  to^^  the  eity.  I  have  fonneifkjr  diwvm  a  map 
of  the  new  rtvei^  to  be  made  to  bring  up^  theisUpc  ta  ihe 
city  side,  which  ma^  was^  preisenfed  to  thvDohe  of  Yocic^ 
by  the  Loi-d  Whidisor  and  CoioneV  WaJvCfeifty  and!  thevefai 
the  reasons  ate  in^ertedy  haw  ie  nMiy  ber  don^it  and  the 
advantage  it  will  1^  to  WM/ef  and  Mie-  city  abo.  The 
map  is  now  at  Chestei^  in  the  keepfogt  of  Ac  mfiyov* 
His  highness  the  I>iik«  of  York  was  pleased  to  promise 
(he  recommending  of  i«  to  the  parKamant,  for  tbo  tialuAg 
it  navigable.  And  if  it  weire  made  to  Chester  navigable 
by  a  new  cut,  as  in  the  mapr  prescribed,  there  would  be 

three  thousand  aesaa  of  land  gained  out  of  the  sea,  and 
VOL,  II.  a  Q 
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made  rich  land,  besides  the  coles  from  Aston  wilT  be 
brought  to  the  city  of  Chester  by  water,  which  now  are 
brought  by  land,  and  all  goods  and  other  things  carried 
and  recarried  from  England  to  Ireland,  and  from  Ireland 
into  England,  with  much  less  charge  than  now  it  is. 
And  Dee  being  made  navigable  to  Bangor-bridge  will  be 
a  means  to  make  the  river  Severne  heipfiil  to  convey  all 
goods  to  London^  by  sending  it  down  die  river  Severne, 
and  up  the  river  Avon,  and  so  down  the  Thames  to  Lon- 
don; whereby  much  moneys  will  be  saved,  and  trade 
advanced.    The  river  Dee  must  be  taken  up  with  a  very 
strong  wear  over  against  the  Water-gate  of  the  city  of 
Chester,  and  so  the  river  Dee  must  be  carried  in  a  large 
cut  or  trench,  through  the  lands  below  Alderman  Wright's 
bouse,*  along  the  sands,  as  far  as  Flint  castle,  and  then 
dropt  by  a  large  cut  into  the  deep  water  below  the  Brew- 
house.t     There  must  also  be  a  cut  drawn  along  the 
Welsh  shore,  and  so  from  Aston  pits,  and  dropt  into  the 
main  trench,  thereby  the  waste  water  that  comes  from 
the  hills  and  mountains  will  be  voided,  and  the  coles  that 
are  now  carried  by  land  to  Chester  will  then  be  carried 
by  water,  and  at  least  1000/.  per  annum  saved  in  car- 
riage.   This  trench  must  be  very  large,  that  two  ships 
may  sail  one  by  the  other,  and  the  sea-banks  must  be 
made  very  firm  and  strong,  not  upright,  but  very  much 
sloaping.    There  must  also  be  made  five  very  strong 
locks  and  sluices  of  stone,  which  is  there  very  necessary, 
at  the  end  of  the  trench.    This  will  be  done  for  15,000/. 
The  river  Dee  being  let  down  upon  a  sudden  through  the 
great  trench,  will  cause  the  sands  to  fly,  and  deepen  the 
channel,  and  thereby  make  the  harbour  safi^  and  help  to 
open  and  deepen  the  bar.    But  it  must  be  done  when  the 
tide  is  going  out,  and  when  the  wind  bloweth  hard  at  east^ 
with  a  strong  fresh  of  water  coming  off  the  mountains.'* 
To  this  project  is  appended  a  plan  of  the  new  chan- 
nel.   Future  times  had  the  advantage  of  his  inventive 

*  Biewer'sJialL 
t  A  buUdiog  cm  the  Cheihire  shore  neu  Nestoik- 
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genius — though  a  long  interval  succeeded  before  the 
scheme  was  carried  into  effect.  It  may  be  observed,  that 
'Mr.'Varranton^s  scheme,  and  that  which  has  been  adopted, 
are  pretty  nearly  the  same,  with  the  omission  of  the  locks, 
and  with  this  difference  also,  that  Mr.  Yarranton's  cut 
was  to  terminate  opposite  to  Flint,  while  the  present  one 
opens  opposite  to  Wepre,  nearer  to  Chester. 

In  1693,  Evan  Jones  brought  forward  a  proposal 
for  making  the  river  Dee  navigable,  and  bringing  up 
ships  of  a  hundred  tons  burthen  to  the  Roodee,  at  his  own 
^xpence,  on  condition  that  he  should  have  all  such  lands 
as  should  be  recovered,  upon  payment  of  the  usual  rent 
of  recovered  lands  to  the  crown,  and  one  fourth  of  the 
clear  rents  or  profits  to  the  companies  of  the  city,  and 
that  be  and  his  heirs  should  be  entitled  to  certain  duties 
on  coals,  lime  and  lime-stone.  This  proposal  was  re- 
jected, on  account  of  the  required  duty  on  coals,  lime,  &c. 
In  1698,  Francis  Gell,  Esq.  made  a  proposal  to  the  body 
corporate,  nearly  similar  to  that  of  Evan  Jones,  with 
some  modification  of  the  duties  on  coals,  &c.  and  addi« 
tional  security  as  to  the  performance  of  the  contract,  but 
without  any  allotment  of  a  fourth  part  to  the  city  compa- 
nies. This  proposal  was  also  in  the  first  instance  rejected; 
but  upon  being  a  second  time  brought  forward,  and  a  still 
further  security  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Gell,  who  offered 
to  deposit  the  sum  of  lOOO^.  in  the  hands  of  trustees  for 
that  purpose,  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  corporation  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1696 ;  a  petition  Was  in  consequence 
presented  to  parliament,  and  in  1690  an  act  passed,  the 
preamble  of  which  recited,  '*  that  the  said  river  Dee  was 
thentofore  navigable  for  ships  and  vessels  of  a  considera- 
ble burthen  from  the  sea  to  the  city  of  Chester,  but  by 
neglect  of  the  said  river,  and  for  want  of  sufiicient  banks, 
works,  and  fences  on  the  sides  thereof,  against  the  flux 
and  reflux  of  the  sea,  the  channel  of  the  said  river  was 
become  so  various  and  uncertain,  that,  by  sands  and 
otherwise,  the  navigation  to  the  said  city  was  almost  lost 
and  destroyed ;  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  the  said  city  of 
Chester^  and  their  successors  were  empowered  to  make 
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the  ^nid  ri vcir  navigable  frfU|i  4ie  sep  to  4hfi  said  city  of 
Cheater,  ^r  atdps  of  one  j^andred  tons  .or  i^wardsi,  aad 
to  ^onabie  tbeni  40  do  ao,  oert^kiii  duties  in  the  said  act 
JBentioiied  mcvre  itid  qppa  ^oaln,  Uiiie«  and  liuie-stQiie, 
bf  ought  to  and  «unloaded  liifitbia  the  liberties  of  the  said 
city,  for  the  AeaiQ  of  .tweqty-^o^  years,  and  the  property 
of  the  sand9,  .soil,  and  ground  therein  meiitioiiecj}  was 
'immediately,  -from  and  after  sucb  time  *as  itbe  «aid  river 
rand  channel  ahould  be  lOiade  navig^le  and  pas9ahle  with 
land  for  such  ships  and  vessels  to  -and  ^om  the  said  city 
of  iChesiter,  :to  be  vested  in  tthe  sji^d  mayor  apd  citi2;en^ 
and  their  ^uQces^ors  for  ever,"  &c» 

It  appearfi,  that  thjs  ^attempt  for  restoring  the  qavi- 
^ation,  undertaken  by  ^tbe  magfcr  .md  citizens  entirely 
&iied  in  its  object;  for  M^er  eicpending  considecabLe 
^sums,  rthe  scheme  was  entirely  abandonee}-  From  this 
.period,  the  undertaking  sl^mbered  for  about  thirty  years, 
^ben  it  was  agaki  revived  under  ipove  favo^iraUe.anspi- 
.oes,  and  with  better  suceess.  Na&aniel  Kinderley,  sup- 
ported by  a  number  of  spirited  gtHitlemen,  miKie  a  survey 
.of  the  estuary;  and  decl^ipg  &r  (be  practicability  of 
•Mstooing  the  navigation,  and  ren^enqg  it  a  speculation 
^f  pcofic^o  ^e  undertaker^,  pjrpvjded  tbey  ^Quld  receive 
.Mctain  dues  fof, tonnage,  aQd  the  profits  c^;tbe  lands  .to  be 
recoKcred  from  theses,  a^  Jjifp^Uf^atiaQ  was.xn^e.to  par- 
liament £)r  an  aa^  which  was  qbtained  in  the  .year  173% 
in  which  Mieae  demands  ware  cqa<^j^.  This  ac^  s^pur 
\9lm9  that  >tbere  shall  be  16  feqt  'Wpter.in  every  p^t, of 
the.riyerat  aottoderiiAe  <$primg  t^cj  »^^  i^lso  en^cts^  tl^t 
if,  when  the  navigation  is  c^mipleted,  jt  shi^U  be  pi:ove|l 
-that  vefiisels  lad^n  with  .cheese  .drawing  }A  feet  ;isrf^t^.i;^- 
notisafely  '^ss  /do(vn  <tbe  ri¥er,  Mr.  .t^iad^rlc^^  pr  his 
assigns  <9hi^  ^wiithm  ^t^eke  ^ontb^^  after  4(u>tice.Qf  this 
/act  >gi^^eQ,  .at  Hmc  .pwn  ^cost  imd  cdiargf^,  o^ake  a  yif^^ 
dock  ,or  bii^Q,  .capable  pf  h/oMiQg  tw^pty^h^p^^^  le^, 
within  ^wo  >milea  of  the  slower  ip^rts  of  rtbe  -works  of  navi- 
>gation;  in  .case  of  n^leot  or  refo$a),  tbe^qommissiooers 
;may  order  oAers  to  do  it,  and  i^-eimbupse  tb^/Of^sebir^s  &:(un 
tbe.tonn^ed^iefi. 
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TJie  first  sod .  Qf  the  n{iyjg9li9n  .W9B  .cm;  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1733,  by  Mi**  R*  Pauley,  and  the  water  of  the 
.old  channel  ws^  turned  iiito  that  of  the  ne,w  In  iVpril^ 
1737.  The  channel  of  the  rive.r  i^  cpofined  by  strong 
embankments  extending  about  ^even  piiles  fyoxn  Chest€;r 
seaward,  and  beyond  .these  by  ^  large  stone  causeway  of 
about  a  mile  and  $1  ^alf  in  lei;^th  frofa  the  lower  end  ^f 
the  river  emUankn^ei^t.  Xbis  cauaewfiy  is  cooimosed  of 
an  immeqse  body  of  rough  st^e,  at  a  cost  of  ;not  less  than 
8/.  for  veyc^  y^  .of  4):  v^  length.  Vesseijb  of  from  250  to 
300  tpi)9  {^|iy  now  CQme  up  to  the  city  with  the  grea^test 
s^ety, 

In  the  .14th  of  ,Geo.  U.  (17^0)  ano^ier  ^ct  Wfs^oh- 
t£^ne49  by  which  ,the  Hndert^kers  y^re  er^qded  into  a^  .cor- 
poration,by  the  name  of  Jhe  eompaay  of^propdetpK^  of 
the  undertaking  for  recov^ipg  and  pi^es^yii^  the  nfivj- 
gation  of  the  river  D^e.*'  Jp  173^^  .^he  joipt  fitock.of  the 
under  takers^  ^ii^pwte^  to  40^000,1.  divided  j^to^OO  shares 
of  ^OQl.  eftch^  it  v«^a^  auh^equc^^tl^  irt^^ed  to,^^fiOQf.  9pd 
now  an^ppnts  to  81^000^. 

In  the  17th  pf  G<?p.  II.  (1743)  a  thic^  ^ct  pm^y 
lowering  the  rates  of  topnage,  particularly  those  of  cheese- 
vessels,  from  6d,  to  2d,  per  ton ;  the  required  depth  of 
water  In  the^  channel  reduced  from  16  to  1$  feet  from  the 
sea  to  Wilcoxon  Pointy*  the  provision  for  two  ferry- 
boats oyer  the  jiver  made  more  intelligible;'"'  as  well  as 
that  r  relative  to  (lie  x'o^dsfrpm  the  sfud  ferine?  tp  *Ches^er, 

*  This  point  is  situated  near  the  ship-bnildipg  yard,  and  opposite  ^e  old 
UmeJdln,  which  ibimerly  stood  <m  the  Roodee. 

^  By  the  9ct  of  6.6eo.  11.  the  passage  across  the  river  for  passengers  on 
hotmikfA^  at  fbr  qurta  qr  canlag^  cooldonly  be  demanded  of  die  feny  boats, 
yrhen  ^e.nT«r  waa.so  de^  as  that  at  low  water  the  tiTer  wfM  not  Awd^bie,  n 
dauae  so  indefinite  in  its  nature  as  to  give  rise  to  constant  disputes.  To 
remedy  these,  it  was  provided  by  the  act  of  17  Oeo.  II.  <'  that  two  ferry. 
ihiqati  .ab^  at  4dl  .^imes  be  ^onst^mlly  kept  by  ^e  compimy  attheir  own 
]HN9«r«il^^d  4M^  ^^  PfopBT  tai)d  soffidait  .a^tCDdants,  and  an 
^^S^  /in^^9B*ifa,4u»d  effecluail  rppcp,  t^dlie,  mi  i)f«i8aiiei^.pioper.theMuafto ; 
iuid  that  the  pm>ii  .or^peI||9llf  jattepding  an^  boats,  phuil-ieoy  over  aU  auch 
pnpaepgers-Jin  the  siid  botta  tU  o^  Hms  when  r^q^ked  «Aera(«,  witfaontMng 
paid  any  thing  for  the  same.'* 
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and  to  Shotwick  and  Saughall,  which  are  to  be  kept  in 
repair  by  the  company.  The  act  also  directs^  that  two 
supervisors  shall  be  appointed,  one  by  the  company  and 
the  other  by  the  corporation,  whose  duty  is  to  take 
soundings,  and  report  the  depth  of  water  to  the  commis- 
sioners ;  and  it  is  also  directed,  that  if  there  be  less  than 
15  foot  of  water  in  every  part  of  the  river  at  a  moderate 
spring-tide,  according  to  the  standard  then  in  being,^ 
from  the  sea  to  Wilcox-point,  notice  thereof  is  to  be  given 
to  the  company's  agent ;  and '  if  it  continue  for  four 
months  unremedied,  tonnage  duties  to  cease,  till  the  depth 
be  obtained ;  and  if  for  the  space  of  eight  months  after 
the  four  months,  the  commissioners  are  authorised  to 
enter  into  and  upon  the  white  sands,  lands,  grounds^  &c. 
and  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  until  they  obtain 
a  sum  that  will  enable  them  to  regain  the  said  depth  of 
water,  with  all  the  requisite  charges,  &c. 

By  a  fourth  act  of  26  Geo.  II.  (1752)  the  company 
are  directed  to  pay  200/.  annually  for  ever  to  Sir  John 
Glynne,  his  heirs,  &c.  and  other  freeholders  of  the  parish 
of  Hawarden,  for  the  waste  lands,  commons,  and  salt- 
marshes  on  the  north  side  of  the  new  channel. 

Having  now  disposed  of  the  various  acts  of  parlia* 
nient  relative  to  the  company,  I  proceed  to  remark,  that 
the  first  embankment  to  inclose  land,  was  formed  in  a 
straight  line  beginning  at  a  point  of  the  river  immediately 
opposite  to  Sandycroft  mark,  and  ending  on  a  point  on 
the  Cheshire  shore  about  midway  between  the  two  Saug- 
halls.  This  embankment  was  destroyed  by  a  high  tide, 
and  abandoned  in  the  }*ear  1749.  Of  the  subsequent 
exertions  of  the  company  in  the  recovery  of  land  from  the 


*  The  Btandaid,  by  which  a  moderate  spring  tide  was  to  be  determined, 
has  long  been  destroyed ;  its  existence  is  not  remembered  by  the  oldest  inha- 
bitant AU  that  is  known  of  it  is,  that  it  was  put  up  in  I7S89  and  that  it 
was  standing  in  174S,  allusion  behig  made  to  it  hi  the  act  pamedin  that  year. 
It  is  also  referred  to  fai  the.UOe  Mr.  William  OrHSth's  book  of  soundings,  as 
late  as  the  month  of  February,  1776. 
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sea^  the  following  statement  may  be  depended  upon  as 
accurate  :— 

In  1754.. r  were  inclosed 1411  acres. 

Iiil763 664 

Inl769 348 

In  1790 1090 

Iiil826 471 

Total 3984 

[The  land  between  tUe  line  of  the  old  channel  of  tbe 
river  and  the  Cheshire  shore  belonging  to  adjoining  land- 
owners, is  included  in  these  quantities,^] 

In  tbe  early  part  of  this  great  undertaking,  many  indi- 
viduals were  seriously  injured^  and  some  probably  entirely 
ruined.  This  is  a  result  of  no  uncommon  occurrence  in 
extensive  projects.  Embarking  the  whole,  or  the  greater 
part  of  their  property  in  speculative  schemes,  in  which 
innumerable  contingencies  are  involved,  in  expectation 
of  speedy  and  abundant  remuneration,  thousands  of  indi- 
viduals suffer  the  bitterest  disappointment  from  a  total 
failure  of  their  project,  or  what  is  equally  ruinous  to  them, 
from  extreme  delay  of  dividends.  From  the  latter  cause, 
numbers  of  tbe  original  subscribers  to  the  Dee  navigation 
suffered  severe  losses,  some  forfeiting  the  whole  of  their 
subscriptions,  rather  than  meet  the  calls  for  further  ad- 
vances, and  others  disposing  of  their  shares  at  an  immense 
loss.  By  these  defections  and  transfers,  the  concern  fell 
into  wealthier  hands^  and  the  company  is  now  considered 
to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  This,  however,  must  be 
considered  as  referring  rather  prospectively  to  the  income 
of  the  company,  than  to  the  profits  already  derived  from 
the  capital.  The  following  statement  will  illustrate  this 
observation  :— 

The  first  dividend  of  2  per  cent,  began  in  177^«  and 
ceased  in  1781 ;  in  1789,  a  dividend  of  If  per  cent,  was 
paid,  and  was  gradually  increased  to  5f  per  cent,  in  1814, 

*  In  consequence  of  the  works  of  the  navigation,  between  three  and  four 
tfaonnnd  acres  of  land  hate  been  indosed  from  the  sea  by  the  land  and  free- 
holders of  the  adjoining  parishes  on  the  Flintshi^  side  of  .the  new  channel  of 
the  riter. 
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but  has  since  declined  to  4  per  cent;  S^  tbiot  klf  9d^yfest^^ 
from  1732  to  1831,  there  have  been  fifty  years  wilk^fii^ 
any  dividend  at  all  being  paid;  and  for  the  forty-nine 
years  that  dividends  have  been  paid,  they  i^ve  not  aver- 
aged more  than  3f  per  cent,  (not  reot(oi<ifRg  fiie  loss  of 
interest  in  the  Ji/h/  years)  and  tlie  dividend  n6#  (1831)  is 
only  4  per  cent. 

By  the  act  of  6  Geo.  n.  the  qoaiffioifttiow  of  <)ommis- 
siOners  required  ea^h  to  be  Seized  of  an  estatt^  of  fir«elKrid 
lands,  tenements,  or  heredkameiitS'of  the  value  of  16W. 
per  annum;  which  by  a  6ubse<|uent  att  Wtt»  HSistd  to 
2009.  the  mayor,  records,  and  aldeiflBM  of  the  ei^  of 
Chester,  being  commissioVi^ris  by  viftue  of  tbrfr  offiees ; 
the  annual  meefSn^g  of  the  comin$sdioner&  dir^tedl  to'  be 
held  ai  the  shire  hall,  on^  the  first  of  Aogulst.  Bt*  is 
a  notorious  fect>  that  for  a  loil^  series  of  yisflM  aifter 
the  completion  of  the  navigation,  Aie  co^omiidn-  were 
guilty  of  the  greatest  apathy  and*  pal|Mibte'  negteet  of 
theit  duties;  fiy  the  act  17  Geo.  IL  it  is* dlfeettd  thottbe 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-  conadi  of  tho  eil^  of 
Chester,  and  the  company  shaH  eaeh  respeiitivcty  afppoint 
a  snpefviso^,  and  ih  case  of  <leatb  et  reMova),  tte  v»(»itMy 
to  be  supplied  within  tfmohth^^  ''And  in  ease tbo said 
mayor,  aldermen^  and  common  coenoil  of  ttie^said  cf^  of 
Chester,  o^  the  said  company  f eis^e<^vd|f,  ^lalt  bi  giiHty 
of  any  neglect  in  the  premhesj  iAdy  ^A^tf/jb^^avsmf  wxbk 
fhey  shall  Hot  haOe  a  supewis&ir  app^ihXtfif  s^MHfiy  and 
enrolled,  as  afitresaid^teipetHtet^  fo¥fM  fke  siim^&f  nvB 
P&usm:'  NotiiMthsfanding  (Mi»  pei»ftyy  AM  the  cMs  of 
duty  to  protect  the  IMerests  dfthe  dty, K  doe&ttoti^pear 
that  the  corporation  appointed  a  supervisOi^  at  alttMlil 
the  year  1799^,  a  period  of  fifty-siljc  fears^  froin  the^  passing 
of  the  act.  If  the  whoTe  penalties  kf  tiris  neglelct  bad 
been  enforced,  they  wottld  have  amounted  to^  14^500^.  /*- 
Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  a 
feeling  of  interest  began  to  be  shewn  by  some  of  the  resident 
conmiissioBefB,  who  k  appears  maide  a  repifeseiitfttiofi'  to 
the  company  on  the  subject  of  the  bad  state  of  the  tii^i- 
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gadon.  On  the  26th  of  June,  1805>  tbe  company  agreed 
to  a  rarvey  of  the  rirer;  for  which  important  purpose 
Mr.  Dudley  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Charles  Wedge,  two  eminent 
engineers,  were  appointed.  On  the  8th  of  November,  in 
tbe  same  year,  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  commissioners, 
on  which  occasion  the  late  Sir  R.  Glynne,  Bart,  was 
chairman,  these  gentlemen  made  their  report,  in  which 
they  said,  ^'  The  standard  has  been  destroyed,  and  a  new 
standard  has  within  these  five  years  been  erected,  the 
accuracy  of  which  has  been  much  doubted/'  They  re- 
ported also,  that  the  new  standard  was  one  foot  seven 
inches  too  high,  and  that  when  it  appeared  by  that  stand- 
ard that  the  water  was  nine  feet  deep  from  a  certain  fixed 
point,  it  was  in  reality  only  seven  feet  five  inches  deep. 

Since  the  period  I  am  now  speaking  of,  and  espe- 
cially within  the  last  half  dozen  years,  the  annual  meet* 
ings  of  the  commissioners  have  been  numerously  attended, 
and  strenuous  exertions  made  to  urge  the  river  Dee  com- 
pany to  increased  Efforts  in  giving  the  required  depth  to 
the  navigation.*  What  has  given  a  still  greater  interest 
to  these  meetings,  was  tbe  avowed  purpose  of  the  Flint- 
shire land-owners  to  open  a  communication  between  that 
county  and  the  town  of  Liverpool,  by  tbe  lower  ferry,  by 
which  the  circuitous  route  through  Chester  would  be  ren- 
dered unnecessary,  and  the  increased  tolls  arising  from 
the  erection  of  the  new  bridge  avoided.  It  was  more  than 
surmized,  in  the  first  instance,  that  a  bridge  across  the 
Dee  at  the  lower  ferry,  was  contemplated,  to  facilitate 
this  object.  This  project  met  with  the  most  vigorous 
opposition  fi'om  the  resident  commissioners,  as  injurious 

*  It  may  be  stated,  as  the  principal  cause  of  the  bad  state  of  the  naviga- 
tion before  1800,  (hat  from  forty  to  fifty  yearn  ago,  the  company  made  tm 
hijttdidons  compliance  with  the  solicitation  of  the  dtiiens  of  Chester  in 
lowering  and  shortening  the  groins  laid  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  This 
solicitation  originated  from  the  circumstance  that  two  vessels,  one  belonging 
to  the  late  Mr.  merchant  Rogers,  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Starkie  Bioadbnnt, 
having  accidentally  got  upon  the  groins  in  coming  up  the  river,  by  which 
they  received  considerable  damage.  In  consequence  of  this  complaint,  the 
groins  were  neglected,  by  which  the  low  water  channel  of  the  river  was 
widened,  and  the  company  were  again  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  their  cn- 
lugeiiMnt,  so  as  to  contract  the  channel,  and  thenby  to  increase  its  depth. 
VOL,  II.  R  R 
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to  the  navigation  of  ttie  riTer,  and  inimical  to  the  intereirttf 
of  the  city^  and  it  appears  to  have  been  finally  abandoned. 
In  the  session,  however,  of  18^,  our  Flintshire  neigh- 
bours obtained  an  act  for  making  new  turnpike  roads 
from  the  towns  of  Flint  and  Mold  to  the  lower  ferry,  and 
from  thence,  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the  Dee,  to  the 
Chester  and  Parkgate-road,  to  join  the  latter  at  Wood- 
bank-lane*  Attempts  have  also  been  made  to  increase 
the  facilities  of  the  ferry  for  the  conveyance  of  carriages 
across  the  Dee ;  but  as  these  can  only  be  taken  over  at  a 
particular  state  of  the  tide  and  weather,  and  when  the 
current  is  moderate,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  this 
route  will  ever  be  adopted  as  the  general  line  for  tra* 
veiling. 

But  to  return  to  the  transactions  between  the  com- 
missioners and  the  Dee  company.  At  all  the  various 
meetings  of  the  commissioners,  the  constant  subject  of 
complaint  was,  that  the  river  was  not  of  the  depth  re- 
quired by  act  of  parliament,  and  that  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Chester  were  thereby  seriously  injured  in  its  trade. 
It  must  be  allowed  indeed,  that  the  former  complaint  has 
been  uniformly  well-founded,  as  appears  from  all  the  re- 
ports of  the  supervisors,  according  to  their  assumed  height 
of  a  moderate  spring  tide.  As  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
general  tenor  of  these  reports,  the  following  is  the  state- 
ment of  one  of  the  supervisors  as  the  depth  of  the  channel 
at  high  water  in  the  shallowest  part  of  the  river,  at  the 
subsequent  periods  :-— 

Time,  fVaUr  in  the  Dee,  H«m  i«  the  Meneif, 

1830  February  22 13/(.  4m lift.  5<n. 

April9    12      6i     

Mays 11      7      

July  9 14      6      ......... 

SeptemberlS 14      2      

October  18 12    11      

Decembers  14      1      

1831  February  25 15      0      

March27  18      0      

This  ratio  of  the  present  depth  of  the  river,  I  have 
said,  may  be  taken  as  the  average,  at  a  moderate  spring 
tide,  in  the  shallowest  part^  by  which  the  reader  may 
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perceive  Ibe  exact  difference  between  the  actual  and  the 
required  depth.*    It  appears  the  commissioners  deemed 

*  A  writer  of  great  scientific  attainments,  a  few  years  ago,  pubUsked 
some  important  observations  on  the  vague  and  indeterminate  meaning  of  that 
clause  of  the  act  which  requires  a  certain  depth  of  water  in  the  river,  and  of 
the  uncertain  criterion  by  which  that  depth  is  to  be  ascertained.  These 
nniarks  ate  so  cogent  and  condusive,  and  sustained  by  such  unquestiooablQ 
4ata,  that  1  think  no  apology  necessary  for  introducing  the  following  extract. 
Speaking  of  the  act,  the  authw  says,  *'  The  first  thing  in  the  act  deserving 
notice,  is,  the  condition,  *  That  at  a  moderate  spring  tide,  as  marked  on  the 
standard  (which  is  destroyed),  there  shall  be  fifteen  feet  of  water:'  it  is  an 
acknowledged  fact^  that  the  be^ts  of  the  tides  are  not  the  same  at  the  same 
periods  of  any  two  years,  nor  is  there  a  coincidence  in  any  two  lunations ; 
.as  a  recurrence  of  the  same  circumstances  of  the  sun  and  moon  (which  are 
the  chief  cause  of  the  tides)  never  happens  at  any  period.  As  this  doctrine 
militates  against  the  general  opinion,  that  at  every  new  and  full  moon  the 
tides  aie  the  same,  I  have,  for  proof  collected  the  following  table,  horn  the 
Liverpool  Tide-table,  of  the  heights  of  the  spring  tides  in  the  river  Mersey, 
which  are  considered  nearly  simultaneous  and  similar  to  the  Dee,  for  twenty 
years,  distinguishing  those  of  new  from  those  of  full  moon{  the  same  like- 
wise fos  the  two  subsequent  days,  ftom  which  a  monthly  and  annual  average 
is  deduced  bdow. 
The  heights  of  Spring  Tides  at  New  and  Full  Moons,  and  the  two  following 

days,  for  20  successive  years  in  the  respective  months,  are  as  foUow : 


January 
February 
March   . . 
April.  ••• 
May 


New  Moon, 

Vew. 

16    6 

16  8 

17  7 

18  3 

17    d 


June 16  10 

July 16    6 

August  ....  16  1 
September..  16  10 
October....  18  2 
November..  18  6 
December  . .  17    6 


i«t  day., 

ftnd  day.! 

Mean. 

17     517 

6 

17 

2 

17      9|18 

3 

17 

7 

18      618 

11 

18 

4 

18    1019 

1 

18 

7 

18      318 

4 

18 

1 

17      2 

\7 

3 

17 

1 

15      9 

16 

2 

15 

9 

17     1 

17 

9 

17 

0 

18      0 

18 

6 

17 

9 

18     10 

19 

1 

18 

^ 

18      8 

18 

6 

18 

7 

18      8 

18 

1 

18 

1 

17    11 

18 

1 

FM  Moon. 

Full. 

let 

day. 

and  day.| 

Mean. 

17     1 

18 

2 

18 

7 

17    11 

17     6 

18 

7 

19 

2 

18      9 

18      2 

19 

2 

19 

6 

18    11 

18      6 

19 

2 

19 

1 

18    11 

17      8 

17 

1 

17 

6 

17      8 

16      7 

16 

1016 

10 

16      9 

16      2 

17 

918 

4 

16    10 

16      3 

17 

3 

17     6 

17      3 

18 
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8 

18      1 

17    11 

18 

718 

2 

18      3 

18      2 

17 

1017 

3 

17      9 

17     3 

17 

6 

17 

4 

17      4 

17     41 

18 

1 

18 

2 

Average....  17    2 

GeneralMean 17    9 ..«  17  10 

c6  From  these  it  pbiinly  appears  there  is  a  'difference  in  the  diffiaent 
months,  as  well  at  on  the  respective  days  (consentaneous  to  calculatioti  and 
natural  causes) ;  the  question  then  Is  (the  standard  being  gone),  which  of 
these  tides  is  a  *'  moderate  spring  tide,"  to  determine  the  depth  of  the  riTer, 
and  perhaps  the  possession  of  the  company's  property  ?  The  question  is 
sufficiently  perplexing  even  with  these  aggregate  data ;  if  separate  tides  are 
to  be  considered,  the  subject  is  involved  in  far  greater  difficulty.  For  further 
illustration  of  this  dilemma,  compare  the  heights  of  one  month  otdj,  for  a 
•number  of  years,  and  the  indefinite  condition  of  <'a  moderate  spring  tide** 
oirUl  be  manifest 
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the  difference  so  great  as  to  justify  them  In  proceeding 
against  the  company,  and  accordingly  early  in  the  year 
lS28y  a  resolution  was  passed  that  legal  measures  should 
be  taken  to  compel  them  to  a  fulfilment  of  their  engage- 
ments. All  the  preliminary  steps  were  taken  to  briog 
the  question  to  an  issue,  up  to  the  stage  when  it  became 
necessary  to  publish  the  notice  in  the  London  Gazette  i 
and  a  gentleman  in  London  had  authority  to  see  that 
commission  executed,  fiut  a  day  or  two  before.the  im- 
portant hour  arrived,  instructions  were  received  from  tlie 
committee  of  the  commissioners  to  withhold  the  neces- 

*<  The  hdght  of  the  Tides  cm  the  day  of  New  and  FuU  Moon  in  September 

of  the  following  yean,  was:— 


New.  FuiL 

In  1771   18    8 15    6 

1772  17  8... ,..16    0 

1778 17    8 18    6 

1774   16    0 18    4 

1775  15    4 19    3 

1776  16    7 19    6 

1777   18    3 18    6 

1778  .  ....17    7 16  10 

1779  18    9 16     1 

1780 17     1 15    4 


New.  FhH 

In  1781   16  4 15    8 

1782   16  7 17    4 

1783 14  9 17    7 

1784   14  4 18    2 

1785   16  9 18  11 

1786  16  6 18    1 

1787   18  2 16    5 

1788   19  7 16    2 

1789   17  7 16  10 

1790 17  7 16    9 


This  shews  that  the  heighto  vary  from  14  4  to  19  7*  making  a  diffiaence 
of  6  feet  3  inches  in  the  same  month ;  and  creating  a  difficulty  of  determina- 
tion not  generally  apprehended,  or  easily  surmounted;  to  add  to  the  em- 
barrassments already  pointed  out,  the  act  furnishes  another  of  considerable 
moment,  (hat  of  taking  the  depths  at  tbhee  successive  tides  ;  In  the 
first  place,  it  does  not  specify  at  what  periods  of  the  year,  or  of  the  tides,  the 
examination  shall  be  had ;  nor  whether  the  three  successive  tides  are  to  be 
two  day  and  one  night,  or  two  night  and  one  day's  tide,  one  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulation,  must  eventually  be  selected ;  in  the  next,  it  is  not  s^d 
whether  all  the  three  shall  satisfy  the  standard,  or  a  mean  of  them  be  the 
criterion  of  the  depth :  it  is  probable  that  the  latter  is  the  proper  construction 
of  the  act,  and  that  the  three  successive  tides  after  the  syzygie,  or  new  and 
full  moon,  are  to  be  selected  for  the  determination,  because  they  are  generally 
considered  ihe  principal  ones  of  the  springs :  but  the  knot  is  stiU  untied,  the 
mean  of  two  nights,  and  one  di^y-tide  at  particular  periods  of  the  year, 
and  circumstances  of  the  moon,  will  be  very  different  from  the  mean  of  two 
day  and  one  night  tide  taken  at  the  same  springs.  An  example  promiscu- 
ously taken  from  many  hundred  observations,  will  explain  the  argument; 
at  a  fiiU  moon  in  S^tember,  the  two  day  and  intermediate  night  tides  were, 
16  4—17  8—17  8 ;  mean  17  3 :  on  the  same  days  the  two  nights  and  one 
day  were  17  8—17  8—19  4,  mean  18  2,  difference  one  foot ;  consequently, 
if  the  standard  be  supposed  18  feet,  the  first  would  be  deficient  10  inches,  the 
latter  two  inches  in  exoessi  and  so  in  many  other  instances.** 
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sary  publication,  which  being  entirely  omitted,  the  whole 
proceedings  fell  to  the  ground.  This  extraordinary  mea- 
sare  created  much  dbsatisfaction  in  some,  and  surprize  in 
all,  and  never  received  that  satisfactory  explanation  its 
importance  demanded.  It  has  been  stated,  however,  that 
this  abandonment  of  proceedings  was  dictated  by  a  wish 
to  conciliate  the  company,  who,  it  was  apprehended,  if 
pushed  to  extremities,  might  be  disposed  to  lend  their 
imposing  influence  to  the  project  of  the  Flintshire  land- 
owners in  throwing  a  bridge  oyer  the  Dee  at  the  lower 
ferry,  an  object  then  thought  to  be  in  agitation,  and 
which,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  have  been  extremely 
injurious  to  Chester,  as  a  thoroughfare  between  the  prin- 
cipality and  the  town  of  Liverpool  There  is  al«so  strong 
reasons  for  believing,  that  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee expressed  a  conviction,  that  the  company  had  not 
only  done  every  thing  which  they  could  do  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  river  under  Mr.  Telford's  directions, 
but  that  they  were  w^U  disposed  to  follow  up  every  other 
improvement  by  such  further  measures  as  he  should  re- 
commend. Whether  one  or  both  of  these  suppositions 
be  well  founded  or  otherwise,  the  withholding  the  notice 
from  the  Gazette  completely  neutralized  all  the  former 
proceedings,  and  if  ever  the  commissioners  should  see  it 
proper  to  prosecute  their  hostile  resolution,  they  must 
commence  de  novo* 

That  a  safe  navigation  in  the  river  is  of  the  first  con- 
sequence to  the  city,  is  a  fact  of  undeniable  importance, 
but  whether  the  channel  has  that  depth  of  water  required 
by  the  act  of  parliament,  can  never  with  certainty  be 
ascertained,  in  the  absence  of  the  original  standard.  Nor 
is  it  unreasonable  that  the  commissioners  should  be  in- 
clined to  enforce  the  stipulations  on  the  company.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  company 
have  not  been  regardless  of  the  complaints  which  from 
time  to  time  have  been  urged.  In  the  year  181 7j  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Telford  was  engaged  by  the  company,  and 
has  ever  since  been  retained,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
exercising  his  well  known  abilities  in  deepening  the 
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channel.  The  last  report  of  that  gentleman  made  to  the 
commissioners,  states  ^^  that  the  navigation  of  the  river 
has  been  maintained  uniform  and  regular  since  1826,  and 
at  present  is  in  as  perfect  a  state  as  it  is  capable  of/'  On 
the  subject  of  the  means  employed  to  deepen  the  channel, 
the  testimony  of  Mn  Wedge,  the  company's  agent,  a  gen- 
tleman of  undoubted  veracity,  is  entitled  to  considerable 
weight.  In  one  of  the  late  meetings  of  the  commission- 
ers, he  observed,  '^  that  he  could  most  truly  and  sincerely 
assure  the  gentlemen  present,  and  he  called  upon  Mr. 
Telford  to  bear  witness  to  the  fact,  that  Mr.  T.'s  opinion 
had  been  invariably  solicited  and  acted  upon,  not  as  to 
the  way  in  which  the  company  might  be  benefitted,  but  as 
to  the  best  means  of  improving  the  river ;  that  had  been 
the  sole  object  of  the  company,  in  which,  during  six  or 
seven  years  preceding  18^,  they  had  expended  from 
15,000/.  to  16,000/.  If  any  gentleman  was  not  disposed 
to  take  his  assertion  on  this  fact,  he  was  prepared  to  con- 
firm it  by  an  oath.  It  had  been  asserted  that  nothing  had 
been  done ;  and  that  a  shilling  had  not  been  expended  to 
improve  the  river;  I  therefore  ask  Mr.  Telford  (conti- 
nued Mr.  Wedge),  whether  every  thing  has  not  been 
done  that  he  has  recommended,  and  whether  he  was  ever 
solicited  to  consult  any  other  object  than  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river  ?"  To  these  interrogatories,  Mr.  Tel- 
ford replied,  "  I  know  no  other  object ;  every  thing  has 
been  done  that  I  have  recommended." 

That  Mr.  Telford  stands  high  in  his  profession,  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained ;  nor  am  I  at  all  disposed  to 
question  his  veracity  or  integrity.  But  still,  as  an  indivi- 
dual employed  by  a  party,  whose  interests  stand  in  con- 
tact wi^  those  of  the  resident  commissioners,  it  has 
always  occurred  to  me  as  a  palpable  omission,  that  the 
latter  have  not  engaged  some  eminent  engineers  to  survey 
the  channel,  with  a  view  of  pointing  out  the  capabilities 
of  improvement,  and  the  means  by  which,  if  any,  the  re- 
quisite object  might  be  attained.  If  it  should  appear, 
that  the  operation  of  physical  causes  renders  its  attain*- 
ment  absolutely  impracticable,  it  must  be  useless,  if  not 
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unfair,  to  press  the  company  on  the  subject ;  or  if  they 
did,  and  that  successfully,  all  the  proceeds  of  the  company'^ 
property,  which  they  would  be  empowered  to  employ, 
would  be  expended  in  vain.  On  the  other  hand,  should 
it  be  made  satisfactorily  to  appear,  that  by  some  specific 
process^  the  required  depth  of  water  might  he  acquired, 
then,  indeed,  a  good  foundation  would  be  laid  for  enforc- 
ing the  act,  and  the  amount  of  expenditure  to  the  com- 
pany ought  not  to  weigh  as  an  opposing  consideration. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  crude  opinions  of  men  unacquainted 
with  80  difficult  a  subject,  which  have  been  plentifully 
scattered  abroad,  ought  to  pass  for  nothing.^    While  it  is 

*  Withont  offering  an  opinion  on  the  feasibility  of  the  foUowing  plan,  I 
shall  here  subjoin  a  quotation  from  an  intelligent  gentleman  of  the  city,  who 
wrote  about  the  year  1807,  relative  to  the  Dec :— ^^  Tlie  means  that  tlie  cele- 
brated  Mr.  Smeaton  took  to  deepen  Ramsgate  harlMur  have  long  appeared 
to  me  (in  conjunction  with  the  driving  of  piles  to  confine  the  stream,  if  possi- 
ble»  within  proper  limits)  particularly  calculated  to  deepen  the  bed  of  the 
river  below  the  embankment,  and  likewise  to  increase  the  quantity  of  water 
in  the  embanked  part,  and  cleanse  it  when  necessary.  At  the  upper  end  of 
the  harbour  he  created  an  immense  reservoir,  which  filled  with  the  flood  tide, 
and  the  contents  of  which  were,  by  means  of  sluices,  exploded  at  the  ebb, 
against  the  accumulated  sand  and  mud.  This  soon  produced  effects,  to 
obtain  which  government  had  in  vain  expended  many  thousands ;  the  har. 
hour  was  effectually  deepened,  and  has  been  the  means  of  preserving  hundreds 
of  vessels,  which  otherwise  might  have  been  lost  on  the  neighbouring  shoals. 
To  obtain  this,  and  many  other  valuable  purposes,  I  wish  to  propose  to  the 
liver  Dee  company,  to  erect  a  lock  with  sidtable  weirs  or  sluices  near  the 
extremity,  or  perhaps  the  termination  of  the  new  cut.  I  believe  the  materials 
for  erecting  it,  and  the  proper  spot  for  the  erection  wUl  be  found  in  a  bed  of 
rock  near  this  point  A  lock  being  thus  erected,  vessels  would  enter  at  the 
flood  or  any  other  time  of  the  tide,  when  there  was  depth  of  water  enough 
below  the  lock  to  float  them  into  it.  Upon  the  return  of  the  tide,  the  gates 
being  shut,  the  water  above  the  lock  would  be  retained,  so  as  to  form  a  noble 
wet  dock,  extending  in  a  navigable  shape  in  a  south-east  direction,  past  the 
city,  as  far  perhaps  as  Bangor." 

Whatever  credit  is  due  to  this  speenlation,  it  is  certainly  entitled  to 
more  respect  than  some  other  hypotheses  that  have  been  advanced.  The 
worthy  Recorder  Tyrwhitt,  who  is  deserving  of  much  praise  fron»  the  citizens 
for  his  zealous  exertions  in  pressing  the  company  to  the  fulfilment  of  their 
engagements,  took  up  a  most  unfortunate  position  in  his  argument,  maintain^ 
ing,  '^  that  the  embankments,  and  the  layhig  down  of  groins,  which  had  been 
produced  in  evidence  of  the  company's  wish  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  had 
had  a  direct  effect  of  injuring,  instead  of  improving. the  navigi^tion."  With 
an  almost  unbroken  stream  of  authorities  against  this  theory,  the  learned 
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incumbent  on  the  corporation  and  the  citizens  to  watch 
with  vigilance  our  commercial  interests,  it  is  desirable 
that  their  proceedings  should  be  marked  by  wisdom  and 
discretion. 


Aalmon  Si^tt^  in  tt^t  Dee. 

This  river  was  formerly  remarkable  for  the  quantity, 
as  it  is  still  for  the  excellent  quality  of  its  salmon.  By 
the  charter  of  Henry  VII.  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  were 
constituted  conservators  of  the  fishery,  to  whom  its  pro- 
tection was  confided,  and  who  were  empowered  to  impose 

gentleman  would  have  cut  a  Boiry  figure  in  his  eDdeayonis  to  establish  it  in  a 
court  of  judicature.  Mr.  Blackburn,  in  his  observations  on  recovering  land 
from  the  sea,  published  in  1825,  says,  *'  When  land  is  recovered  on  the  banks 
of  rivenr,  another  advantage  derived  Is,  that  by  confining  the  water^  the 
eonrset  are  deepened  ;  that  many  rivers,  which  at  present  are  not  navigable, 
might  be  made  so,  to  the  evident  baiefit  of  the  country  through  which  they 
flow ;  indeed,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  recovery  of  land,  on  the  borders 
of  rivers  is  of  the  utmost  advantage."  In  illustration  of  this  position,  may 
be  also  quoted,  the  following  remarks  from  Rees^s  Cydopsdia  (article  canal), 
in  allusion  to  the  Dee  navigation  s— '^  The  new  straight  cut  that  was  at  first 
eight  feet  deep  in  general,  principally  through  marshes,  iocn  eetmred  Ueelf 
oMf,  so  that  ships  of  200  tons  could  come  up  to  the  town,  and  where  the 
time  of  high  water  became  earlier  by  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  than  when 
the  tide  had  to  make  its  way  through  the  old  crooked  and  shallow  channeL"-. 
The  preamble  to  the  act  of  1699,  to  enable  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Chester 
to  recover  and  preserve  the  navigation  of  the  river  Dee,  is  also  a  suflScient 
refutation  of  the  recorder's  position.  It  states,  that  *^  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Dee  was  theretofore  navigable  for  ships  and  vessels  of  considerable  bur. 
den  from  the  sea  to  the  city  of  Chester,  but  by  neglect  of  the  said  river,  and 
for  want  of  sufflciewt  banker  worka,  and  fences  en  the  sides  therettf  againtt 
the  Jinx  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  the  channel  of  the  said  river  was  become  so 
various  and  uncertain,  that  by  sands  and  otherwise  the  navigation  to  the  said 
dty  was  almost  lost  and  destroyed,"  &c.  Captain  Yarranton's  observations, 
before  quoted,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  acts,  all  attribute  the  silting  up  of 
the  river  td  the  same  cause,  and  recommend  embankments  as  the  only  efiec- 
tive  means  of  restoring  the  navigation.  It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  enter 
further  into  a  comment  on  this  part  of  the  history  of  the  river.  It  is  evident 
that  the  river  has  sUted  up  progressively  from  the  year  1337  to  1733,  when 
the  first  embankment  was  begun ;  consequently  the  embankments,  which  had 
no  existence  tlH  after  1733,  could  not  be  the  cause  of  the  sand-banks  com* 
plidned  of  in  the  estuary  centuriet  before. 
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fines  and  forfeitures  against  all  persons  using  unlawful 
Bets,  &o»  their  jurisdiction  extending  from  Iron-bridge  to 
Arnoldsheir.*    In  former  times,  say  50  years  ago,  such 

*  In  ancient  times  the  serjeantship  of  the  river  was  vested  in  the  Gros- 
venoT  family.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  at  what  precise  period  this 
office  was  gfeanted,  but  documents  ace  extant  to  shew  that  it  was  exercised  by 
the  head  of  that  house  in  the  reign  of  Edward  lY.  It  appears  that  subse* 
quently  to  the  grant  of  Henry  the  Seventh's  charter,  this  right  was  still  as- 
sumed by  the  family,  though  afterwards  abandoned.  Among  the  £aton 
MSS.  I  find  a  precept  issued  by  Sir  Richard  Middleton,  of  Chirk  castle,  and 
Frands  Gholmondeley  of  Vale  ^oyal^  executors  of  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor, 
and  guardians  of  his  son  Sir  Richard,  then  a  minor,  claiming  for  the  latter 
this  office.  This  document  is  dated  June  24,  1704,  and  from  which  the 
following  are  extracts : — ^^  Whereas  the  office  of  serjeantship  and  custody  of 
the  said  river  Dee  doth  belong  to  us,  R«  Middleton  and  Francis  Cbolmoa- 
deley,  during  the  minority  of  Sir  Richard  Grosvenor,  and  all  and  whatsoever 
to  the  said  office  of  serjeantship  of  the  said  river  Dee  in  any  wise  belongeth 
and  appertained!,'*  &c.  •••»••«  Now  know  ye,  that  we  the  aforesaid 
have  constituted,  ordeyned,  and  in  our  place  put  Robert  Brerewood,- of  the 
dty  of  Chester,  Esq.  to  be  our  sufficient  deputy  in  the  nM  office  of  sergeant, 
ship,  &C.  from  the  place  commonly  called  the  Iron-bridge,  above  Chester 
bridge,  to  the  place  called  Amoldsheir,  and  to  have  the  custody,  &c.  with 
full  power  for  the  said  Robert  Brerewood,  his  deputies,  agents,  assistants  and 
servants,  to  have,  hold,  use,  &c  during  the  minority  of  the  said  Sir  Richard 
Gtosvenor,  yielding  an  account  yearly  of  his  doings,  actings,  andpTOceedings, 
when  and  as  often  as  he  shall  be  required.'* 

In  consequence  of  this  appointment,  Mr.  Brerewood  seems  to  have  ad- 
dressed an  order  '*  to  the  stewards  of  the  company  or  society  of  drawers  in 
Dee,"  commanding  their  attendance  upon  him  on  a  certain  day,  to  which  the 
following  note  is  added  : — ^'  This  I  went  with  to  Mr.  Edward  Partington, 
mayor  of  Chester,  who,  by  the  advice  of  the  recorder,  refused  to  sign ;  on 
which  I  sent  my  own  warrant,  as  I  am  alderman  (^  the  company  of  the 
drawers  in  Dee,  commanding  them  to  attend  me  in  the  right  of  Sir  Richard 
GrosTenor,  according  to  ancient  custom,  which  accordingly  they  all  did, 
many  hundreds  of  people  being  present  att  my  setting  out,  and  att  my  return 
home.  A  true  account  of  my  proceedings  is  with  Cozen  Francis  Cholmon- 
ddey,  to  be  kept  with  other  evidences  in  the  library  at  Eaton.  Robert 
BasKEwooD,  24  July,  1705.*' 

**'  10  Aug,  170&.«.il  pariieular  ofm^  aeU  and  domg$, 
^*  I  desired  the  mayor's  warrant  to  command  the  companies  of  drawers 
in  Dee,  that  the^  attend  me,  but  the  recorder  advised  the  mayor  not  to  sign 
my  waixant  for  the  purpose ;  he  aledged  that  the  office  of  Serjeant  was  given 
by  charter  to  the  city  of  Chester,  by  Henry  VII,  I  made  out  that  Richard 
Grosvenor,  Esq.  of  Eaton,  had  executed  that  office  in  his  own  right  in  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth,  which  was  long  before  the  clttye's  preten. 
sions,  on  which  they  all  were  willmg  I  should  proceed  to  execute  the  said 
office  in  the  right  of  Sir  Richard  Grosvenor ;  but  the  recorder  said  it  was  not 
convenient  for  the  mayor  to  sign  a  warrant,  though  I  shewed  a  warrant  written 
VOL,  IL  S  S 
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was  the  abundance  of  salmon  taken  in  the  river,  that  U 
person  now  living  in  Handbridge  informs  me,  be  can 
remember  this  fish  being  sold  in  Chester  as  low  as  two 
pence  halfpenny  a  pound,  and  seldom  more  than  six 
pence ;  and  not  more  than  thirty  years  since,  the  supply 
was  so  great,  that  after  furnishing  our  own  market  for 
the  city  and  neighbourhood,  five  or  six  one-horse  carts 
were  employed  in  conveying  it  for  sale  to  distant  places. 
There  are  at  present  about  thirty-two  oared  boats  em- 
ployed in  the  fishery,  which,  notwithstanding  the  advanced 
price  of  the  article,  is  much  less  profitable  to  the  fisher- 
men than  formerly ;  and  a  still  stronger  evidence  of  the 
diminished  quantity  of  fish  is  to  be  found*  in  this  fact,  that 
the  salmon  cage,  situated  at  the  south  side  of  the  cause- 
way, is  now  rented  at  half  the  sum  it  was  thirty  years 
ago.  This  reduction  in  an  article  of  food,  which  is  now 
deemed  one  of  our  prime  luxuries,  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, and  it  may  also  be  thought  a  subject  of  wonder,  inas- 
much as  there  have  been  more  legislative  enactments  to 
preserve  the  salmon  fishery  than  that  of  any  other  similar 
productions.  Among  the  principal  causes  of  this  evil,  are 
the  following :— 1.  The  practice  of  using  nets,  not  allowed 
by  act  of  parliament,  particulariy  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  and  May,  under  pretence  of  catching  sparlings ; 
whereas  the  object  and  practice  is  to  take  the  young  fry. 

by  old  Geoige  Bulkdey,  formerly  dak  of  the  Fentice,  reUting  to  the  servicftr 
I  signed  the  warrant  myself,  being  alderman  of  the  said  company.  On  the 
lOth  I  set  out  from  Eaton  with  three  boats,  and  at  the  bridge  at  Chester  I 
was  met  by  aU  the  oompany's  boats,  and  attended  me  as  far  as  their  boats 
were  able  to  abide  out  at  sea  ;  bat  that  day  proving  stormy,  I  oonld  see  no 
netts  or  stakes,  but  got  safe  at  night  into  Hilbree,  with  three  boats  only, 
though  we  had  nine  in  company  when  we  came  from  Chester.*' — The  next 
and  only  other  assumption  of  seijeantahlp  by  te  OrosrenorfiiUkiilytookpkoe 
aaaily  ftre  yean  after  the  above,  since  whidi,  I  beUere^  no  attempt  has  been 
BBade  to  maintahi  the  light.  Mr.  Bieiewood's  xepott  oi  his  last  ezcunioB  Is 
as  follows  :—<<  May  31st,  1710.  I  went  that  day  in  my  boate,  with  three 
senrants  downe  the  river  Dee,  to  deaie  the  channel  from  every  obetractkm 
that  might  be  therein  that  might  hhider  the  free  passage  both  of  fish  and 
boates,  in  right  of  Sir  Richaid  Grasvenor,  Bart  bat  neither  in  my  going  down, 
Bor  in  my  return  to  Eaton,  found  any  netts,  stakes,  or  other  obstmctioBt 
whatsoever.    Witness  my  hand  ihe  day  and  year  above  writtou-RaBEKT 

BftEKBWOOO.*' 
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— 2.  Taking  the  fish  during  the  fence  months,  that  is^ 
between  the  12th  of  August  and  the  12th  November.^ 
— 3.  By  placing  nets  in  the  mill  race,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  water,  in  the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May ;  and 
on  the  passage  of  the  fish  from  the  sea  in  July,  August, 
and  September.— 4.  In  July,  August,  and  September,  the 
salmon  fiy  begin  to  take  the  river  in  great  abundance,  at 
from  half  a  pound  to  a  pound  and  a  half  weight ;  a  great 
portion  of  these  are  taken  in  the  river  between  the  lower 
ferry  and  the  causeway  in  nets,  the  small  meshes  of  which, 
in  the  breast  and  bag  are  made  for  the  purpose.  If  these 
illegal  and  destructive  practices  were  suppressed,  it  is 
believed,  that  the  fishery  might  be  restoi'ed  to  its  former 
prosperity ;  nor  does  the  remedy  appear  impracticable. 
The  law  already  allows  the  seizure  of  nets  of  improper 
dimensions,  as  well  as  of  all  fish  below  a  certain  size,  and 
in  certain  seasons,  besides  the  infliction  of  a  penalty  <tf 
5L  upon  each  offender^  The  appointment  of  an  autho^ 
rised  person  by  the  magistrates,  narrowly  to  inspect,  add 
vigilantly  to  apply  himself  in  tbe  detection  of  ofianecGi, 
would  go  a  great  way  in  suppressing  the  evil ;  and  what 
would  render  this  duty  the  less  difficult  of  execution  is 
this,  that  the  fishermen  tbwiseives  would  be  inclined: to 
lend  their  aid  in  putting  a  step  to  it« :  It  may  be  true  that 
the  illegal  practices  are  followed  by  all,  but  each  pursues 
them  because  his  neighbours  do  the  same,  though  he  b 
conscious  that  whatever  tends  to  a  premature  destruction 
of  the  young  fry  is  ultimately  injurious  to  the  generid 
interests  of  the  crafk.  At  all  events,  the  importanoe  of 
restoring  the  fishery  to  the  public  would  justify  the  most 
strenuous  efibrts  of  the  magistracy  in  adoptiog  measures 
to  promote  so  valuable  an  object. 

*  By  ft  ciMse  in  what  ia  umtA  Home  Dranmaild's  att,  As  Aiagbk 
^ratca  haTo  a  disaredanary  power  to  fix  the  ftnoe  numtfaa  ;  and  ft  gentleman 
who  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  fishery  assures  me,  that  if  flie  magis^ 
Urates  would  alter  the  present  limits  of  these  to  ftom  the  1st  of  Oetober  to  Ae 
1st  of /annary,  they  wonld  oonfer  s  rinlpilar  sdvutage  oa  tliefiihny* 


324  HISTORY  OP  CHBSTER. 


€umH&^ 


Nantwich  Canal. — Acts  11  and  17  Geo.  III. — ^The 
general  direction  of  this  canal  is  about  south-east  for 
about  18  miles,  in  the  county  of  Chester ;  it  is  not  greatly 
elevated  above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  its  principal  obje<!ts 
are  the  export  of  farming  produce,  and  the  import  of 
coals  and  lime  for  Nantwich  town,  and  the  surrounding 
country;  it  forms  a  double  communication  between  two 
points  in  the  line  of  the  Ellesmerc  canal,  at  Chester  and 
at  Franckton  common.  The  canal  commences  in  the 
tide- way  in  the  Dee,  in  the  city  of  Chester,  near  to  where 
the  EUesmere  canal  crosses  the  same,  and  terminates  at 
the  town  of  Nantwich  ;  at  Stoke,  in  the  parish  of  Acton, 
it  is  joined  by  the  Whitchurch  brtfnch  of  the  EUesmere 
canal ;  from  Chester  to  Barbridge,  8f  miles  long,  with  a 
fall  of  40  feet,  to  Middlewich,  near  to  the  Trent  and 
Mersey  canal,  but  not  into  it.  Although  this  branch, 
intended  for  bringing  salt  to  Chester,  was  not  executed, 
the  expenses  amounted  to  80,000/.  and  the  shares  became 
perhaps  the  most  depreciated  of  any  concern  in  the  king- 
dom, being  sold  at  one  time  for  less  than  1  per  cenU  of 
their  original  value.  When  this  project  was  first  entered 
upon,  the  good  folks  of  Chester  appear  to  have  thought 
that  their  fortunes  were  about  to  be  made ;  the  cutting  of 
the  first  sod  was  celebrated  by  public  rejoicings ;  and 
almost  every  one  that  could  by  any  means  scrape  together 
a  hundred  poinds,  was  anxious  to  embark  in  this  golden 
scheme,  by  pprchasing  a  share  in  it. 

EllbamI^rr  CANAL.-ii-Acts  33,  two  of  the  36,  41,  42, 

and  44  of  Geo.  III.    The  general  direction  of  this  canal 
is  nearly  south  for  57  miles  by  a  crooked  course  through 
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€he  counties  of  Chester,  Denbigh,  and  Salop  •  its  princi- 
pal summit  is  considerably  elevated  above  the  sea;  Its 
great  object  is  the  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
extensive  and  fertile  tracts  through  which  it  passes,  for 
uniting  the  Mersey,  Dee,  and  Severn  rivers,  and  export- 
ing coals,  lime,  and  slate  from  the  skirts  of  the  Weldi 
tiilis.  This  canal  commences  in  the  Mersey  river  (nine 
miles  above  Liverpool)  at  Ellesmere-port  in  Netherpool^ 
and  terminates  in  the  Severn,  at  Bagley  bridge,  very  near 
to  the  termination  of  the  Shrewsbury  canal.  At  the  n.  w. 
part  of  Chester  city,  it  connepls  wi4;h  the  Nantwich  canal, 
and  near  the  same  place,  crosses  and  connects  with  the 
tide-way  in  the  Dee  river.  From  Francton  common  is  a 
branch  of  about  twenty-five  miles,  passing  from  the  town 
of  Whitchurch  to  the  Chester  canal  at  Stoke,  in  Acton 
parish,  near  Nantwich ;  from  which  branch,  another  of 
about  seven  miles  proceeds  from  Fee-moss  to  Prees- 
heath ;  from  Hordley,  on  the  main  line,  a  branch  of  near 
11  miles  proceeds  to  the  fine  of  the  Montgomery  canal 
near  Llanymynech  and  the  Verniew  river ;  there  being 
from  this  branch  another  to  the  termination  of  the  Mont- 
;gomery  canal  at  Portywain  lime- works  near  Llanyblod- 
well.  From  the  Mersey  to  the  Dee  (sometimes  called 
the  Wirral  branch),  the  distance  is  ten  miles.  The  depth 
of  water  in  this  canal  is  4f  feet«  and  the  canal  in  general 
is  calculated  for  boats  of  70  feet  long  and  7  wide ;  but  the 
Wirral  branch  is  formed  for  boats  of  70  feet  long  and  14 
feet  wide.  There  is  a  tunnel  near  Chirk  of  775  yards  in 
length,  and  another  at  Weston  Lullingfield  of  487  yards 
in  length.  At  Pont-cysyllty,  this  canal  is  carried  over 
the  river  Dee  in  an  immense  aqueduct  trough,  composed 
of  cast  iron  plates,  20  feet  wide,  6  feet  deep,  and  320  feet 
long;  this  is  supported  on  19  pair  of  conical  stone  pillars, 
at  52  feet  asunder,  and  the  middle  ones  125  feet  in  height. 
At  Chirk  is  a  very  large  stone  aqueduct  bridge  of  ten 
arches,  200  yards  in  length,  and  65  feet  high,  over  the 
Ceriog  river ;  and  over  the  Allen  river  there  is  also  an 
aqueduct  bridge.  This  canal  is  fed  from  the  Dee  river  by 
the  Llandisillo  branch,  and  that  river  is  compensated  by 
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a  cut  from  Bala-pool ;  and,  all  spriags  within  two  miln 
from  this  canal  may  be  taken  for  its  use.  Near  Ruaboa 
one  of  Howland  and  Co.'s  balance  locks  was,  in  179?! 
tried  oo  a  12  feet  fall,  for  saving  water.  TbeeDgineers 
employed  on  this  extensive  work,  were  Messrs.  William 
Jessop,  Thomas  Telford,  John  Fletcher,  and  Thomas  Dad- 
ford.  The  most  considerable  progress  was  first  made  at 
the  nortliern  end  of  the  line,  and  in  February,  1796,  flats 
laden  with  coals  began  to  arrive  at  Chester  from  the  Lan- 
cashire collieries  by  the  Wirral  branch,  and  soon  after 
convenient  passage  boats  were  established,  for  the  regular 
conveyance  of  passengers  towards  Liverpool  or  back,  on 
lower  rates  than  are  charged  on  the  Bridgewater  canal, 
according  to  distance.  In  January^  17^7,  the  navigation 
was  continued  to  Beeston-brook  ;  and  in  the  same  year 
the  southern  end  of  the  line  was  opened  from  Shrewsbury 
to  the  Weston-Lulling  field  tunnel.  The  company  are 
authorised  to  raise  £00,000/,,  the  amount  of  shares  being 
100/,  which  at  this  time  (1831)  are  about  25;.  below  par. 
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luf  is  difficult  to  say^  observes  Mr.  Pennant,  speaking 
of  Chester  at  the  time  of  the  conquest,  what  were  the 
articles  of  exportation,  excepting  slaves  and  horses*  The 
first  barbarous  traffic  was  carried  on  by  the  Saxons  to  a 
great  extent.  The  description  of  the  mart*  is  an  exact 
picture  of  negro  commerce,  till  within  these  late  years  a 
national  reproach  to  our  country.  Horses  were  another 
article;  but  their  exportation  was  prohibited,  except  they 
were  designed  for  presents,  by  a  law  of  Atfaelstan.  But 
th£se,  as  well  as  several  others,  such  as  metals,  hides^ 
dogs^  and  chalky  were  probably  still  exported,  as  in  the 
times  of  the  Romans.  Chester  was  admirably  situated 
for  supplying  all  these  articles,  except  the  last.  The  fre- 
quent wars  carried  on  with  the  Welsh,  furnished  them 
with  slaves ;  if  those  were  wanting,  their  neighbours  of 
the  Northumbrian  kingdom  were  ready  to  dispose  of  their 
nearest  relations.  The  rich  plains  of  Cheshire  furnished 
horns  and  hides;  and  the  Cambrian  mines,  lead  and 
copper.  Cheese  must  not  be  omitted  as  a  most  important 
article;  for  the  Britons  made  so  considerable  a  progress 
in  the  arts  of  the  dairy^  that  even  under  the  Roman 

*  There  is  a  town  called  Briehtm  (Bristol)  opposite  to  Irehmd,  and 
extremely  ooDTenient  for  trading  with  that  country.  Wulfstan  indaced  them 
to  drop  a  barbarous  custom,  whioh  neither  tlie  love  of  God  nor  the  khig  oould 
prerail  on  them  to  lay  aside.  This  was  the  mart  for  slaves,  collected  from 
all  parts  of  England ;  and  particularly  young  women,  whom  they  took  care 
to  provide  with  a  pregnancy,  in  order  to  enhance  their  value.  It  was  a  most 
moving  sight  to  see,  in  the  pubUc  markets,  rows  of  young  people  of  both 
sexes,  tied  together  with  lopes,  of  great  beauty,  and  hi  the  flower  of  thefar 
yoath,  daily  prastitated,  daily  soUL  £xecnUe  iaott  wietched  disgiaeei 
Men  unmindful  even  of  the  affection  of  the  brute  creation  !  delivering  into 
sUvety  their  rehitions,  and  even  thehr  very  offirpring.  VUa  S.  lf«i^s<(M,  m 
JlingUi8a€rQyiL2SS.    Wnlfttan  was  bishop  of  Wonester,  and  died  in  1096. 
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reign  there  was  a  great  exportation  of  cheese  for  the  ose 
of  the  Roman  armies,  in  which  this  county  doubtlessly 
bad  the  greatest  share.  The  imports  were  the  spices  and 
other  luxuries  of  the  east,  procured  either  from  Venice, 
or  afterwards  from  the  cities  of  Pisa  and  Amalfi,  the  ma- 
gazines of  the  precious  Asiatic  commodities.  Cloth  was^ 
brought  from  Flanders  and  linen  from  Germany,  reliques 
and  ecclesiastical  finery  from  Italy,  the  staple  of  supersti- 
tion. Rich  armour  was  another  considerable  article; 
for  war  and  religion  created  in  those  ages  the  most  im- 
portant commerce  of  the  state.  The  warriors  and  the 
sainted  images  were  the  beaux  of  the  time;  the  crimes  of 
the  former  were  supposed  to  be  readily  expiated  by 
prostration  to  the  latter;  and  acceptance  was  announced 
by  the  priest  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  offering. 
France  and  Spain  supplied  them  with  wine ;  and  the  dis- 
covery made  towards  the  north  by  Ohthere,  under  the 
direction  of  Alfred,  gave  us  furs,  whalebone,  feathers, 
walruses'  teeth,  and  other  articles  from  that  cold  region. 
Martins  skins  are  twice  mentioned  in  the  Doomsday  book 
among  the  imports  of  Chester.  Ireland  might  also  sup- 
ply them  with  furs,  and  several  other  commodities ;  this 
being  the  channel  of  communication  on  this  side  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  great  mart  for  the  Irish  commodities. 
A  sensible  but  uncouth  poem,  about  the  year  1430,  pub- 
lished in  Hakluyt  i.  199,  gives  us  a  list  of  its  articles  of 
commerce : — 

flide«  and  fish,  Sftlmon,  bake,  herrings 
Irith  wooU,  and  linnen  doth,  foldinge. 
And  martems  good  be  her  marchandie, 
flertes  hides  and  other  of  venerie. 
Skinnes  of  otter,  squiirel,  and  IrUh  hare 
Of  sheepe,  lambe,  and  foxe,  is  her  chafTare, 
Felles  of  kiddes,  and  conies  great  plentie. 

It  is  certain  that  Chester  has  long  been  a  celebrated 
port.  It  appears  to  hsive  been  a  station  for  the  Saxon 
navy,  and  frequently  the  seat  of  the  court  of  the  Mercian 
kingdom,  both  during  the  heptarchy,  and  after  it  became 
a  province  at  the  general  union  under  Egbert. 
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Trom  what  has  been  already  advanced,  it  may  be 
^concluded  that  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  Chester  must 
4iave  been  very  inconsiderable,  from  the  15th.to  the  18th 
century,  in  eonsequence  of  the  impracticability  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Dee.    In  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
James  L  and  the  beginning  of  that  of  Charles  L  the  prin- 
cipal trade  seems  to  have  been  in  calves  skins.    In  the 
first  of  those  monopolizing  times,  the  queen  grants  one 
Arthur  Bulsano  a  license  to  export  6000  dickers  of  leather 
of  calves  skins,  ten  dozen  to  every  dicker,  for  seven  years, 
paying  five  Shillings  per  dicker.    James  I.  granted  to 
James  Maxwel,  Esq.  a  licence  to  export  18,000  dickers 
for  the  same  duty,  and  for  twenty-one  years,  and  this  was 
afterwards  confirmed  to  him  by  Charles  I. 

In  I77I9  the  foreign  trade  of  Chester  seems  to  have 
been  at  its  meridian,  since  the  restoration  of  the  channefl ; 
in  that  year  was  entered  at  the  custom-house,  95  vessels 
inwards  from  foreign  parts,  and  216  entered  outwards. 
The  following  table,  commencing  with  the  year  1776, 
will  shew  how  great  the  decrease  of  our  foreign  trade  was 
within  six  years  afterwards,  and  its  continued  state  from 
the  latter  period  up  to  the  present  time.  The  number  of 
coasting  vessels  entered  in  the  above  year  (1771)  inwards 
297 ;  outwards  526.  The  table  below  will  shew  an  amaz- 
ing increase  in  this  branch  ot  commerce.  The  importa- 
tion of  Irish  linen  into  Chester,  at  our  Midsummer  and 
Michaelmas  fairs,  was  formerly  very  extensive,  and  a 
large  hall  being  erected,  containing  upwards  of  a  hundred 
shops  for  vending  that  article,  drew  purchasers  firom  ail 
the  surrounding  country.  This  trade  began  about  the 
year  1736,  in  which  449,654  yards  were  imported.  The 
importation  continued  to  increase  till  1786,  at  which 
period  it  was  at  its  height,  and  in  which  year  the 
quantity  brought  in  was  1684  packs;  14  chests;  988 
boxes ;  20  bales ;  16  cases ;  6  parcels ;  and  8  bundles ; 
making  altogether  more  than  1 00,000  pieces,  or  upwards 
of  6,000,000  of  yards ;  in  1796  only  582  packs  and 
808  boxes  were  imported  into  Chester,  and  in  1806,  only 
327  packs  and  986  boxes.    From  the  latter  period,  the 
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direct  inaportation  has  beeu  regularly  diminisbiDg,  and 
baa  now  totally  ceased. 

Cmparati99  SUU  9f  tJU  Ttad*  9(f  ChMter  frmtk  tkt  yff«r  1776  !•  1830. 
tOommviilcafcd  hf  tht  Com^ttdller  6f  the  Cufetooif*] 

trnj^B  or  oBSiTn.  mi       iTM       i7M       ism       ism 

CoMtingTMselteiitaedinwwdi  208.. ,.941  ••.,806...  434... .786 

Ditto  ditto  oatwwdi 619.... 454....  402..  1326..  1572 

Ireland InKrardi 140....  48....  32....  28....  61 

Bitto oatwaidt 104.... 108. i..  M«..«160....15fl 

Iileof  Man  and  other fiMNgnportt^atw.      8».».  18,«..     1.*..  lO..*.    8 
Dittolnwaidf    •...• 4....  23.. •«  15....  46....  30 

Kumbeir  of  fthips  in  foreign  trade  be-1     ogt  «  n  k  9k 

lagging  to  thii  port J    ^•—    *•-•    '*'•••     *'•••    * 

Pitio«nladtigtnd« ••• 18....  «§..*»  i7.«»«  67<>..  74 

But  perhaps  nothing  will  serve  to  exhibit  the  in- 
creased trade  of  the  port  within  late  years  so  forcibly  as 
the  following  statement :— - 

In  1813,  the  annual  receipts  of  the  port  were 7021  l8    5^ 

Fromthe6thof  Jan.  1828  to  6th  Jan.  1829  24919    6    gi 

FtamtfaeSthorJan.  1889  to  (kh  Jan.  1880 24863    ft    3^ 

Notwithstanding  the  increase  of  Vessels  employed  in 
the  port,  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  above  table,  that  it  is 
chiefly  in  the  coasting  trade ;  that  of  the  foreign  being 
very  inconsiderable.  This  shews  the  absence  of  that  com- 
mercial genius  of  the  inhabitants  which  so  eminently 
distinguishes  our  neighbours  across  the  Mersey  j  yet  the 
port  extends  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the  estuary,  as  far  as 
the  end  of  Wirral ;  and  on  the  Plintshire,  to  the  V6r-ryd, 
or  the  mouth  of  the  Clwyd.  This,  properly  speaking,  is 
only  a  division  of  the  great  port  of  Chester,  which  reaches 
one  way  as  &r  as  fiarmoutb  in  Merionethshire,  and  ano* 
ther  Way  to  the  extremity  of  Lancashire.  In  those  tracts 
are  several  oih^t  ports,  all  subordinate  to  the  comptroller 
of  Chester ;  and  even  Liverpool,  in  the  patent,  is  styled  A 
creek  of  the  port  of  Chester.*  The  dependant  child  has 
long  since  outgrown  the  ancient  parent. 

*  In  ilie  ftat  4665,  the  shippitag  ti  Liverpool  ina  inoAisidetable ;  as, 
MB9i^iBg  10  ftn  fttlntate  iti  the  to#n't  leoMib,  It  ^aipeMi  itit  ii»m%tt  tof 
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From  thq  earliest  era,  of  which  we  have  any  records, 
it  is  cleat*,  that  one  of  our  principal  local  n^anufectures 
was  that  of  dressing  the  skins  and  hides  of  animals.  Thus 
in  the  translation  of  a  transcript  I  have  given  out  of  the 
greater  Doomsday-book  (vide  vol.  i.  p.  125J,  marten's 
skin^  were  known  as  an  article  of  consequence  in  the 
time  of  Edward  the  Coqfessor.  A  great  portion  of  our 
early  imports  consisted  of  large  quantities  of  kid  and 
lamb  skins  from  Lieghorn  and  other  parts  of  Italy,  which 
were  dressed  here,  and  then  manufactured  into  gloves. 
The  dressing  of  sheep  and  calf  skins  also  formed  a  large 
branch  of  manufacture.  Such,  indeed,  may  be  considered 
the  staple  of  the  place,  and  gave  rise  to  that  immense 
pile  of  warehouses  and  work-shops  on  the  borders  of  the 
river,  known  by  the  name  of  Skinner* s-street.  In  this 
description,  however,  must  also  be  included  the  tanning 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  here  to  a  great  extent,  and 
which  seems  to  have  had  its  seat  principally  on  the  north 
side  of  Poregate-sreet.  Hom-lane,  (now  called  Steam- 
inill-street)  is  said,  with  great  probability,  to  derive  its 
name  from  the  number  of  the  horns  of  beasts  which  were 
there  piled  together,  and  formed  a  kind  offence  or  boun- 
dary on  each  side  of  the  road.  It  may  also  be  noticed, 
that  in  digging  foundations  for  houses  on  the  opening  of 

▼essek  belonging  to  that  port  was  only  12,  and  iSbsy  were  navigated  ty  75 
mariners,  and  the  number  of  backs  belonging  to  die  port  of  Wdi]tMa,«n4« 
,  Cheshire  shore,  was  3,  and  whii:l|  employed  14  8ea^le^•  Jn  17^9  ^  num. 
her  of  ships  belonging  to  Liyerpool  was  84  ;  in  1720,  to  130 ;  in  1760,  tO 
226 ;  in  1793,  the  number  had  increased  to  606 ;  which  number  has  shice 
been  nsoM  than  doubled.  In  .the  year  1724,  the  amount  of  the  dodc  dnttea 
was  only  jgSlO ;  in  1807,  they  amounted  to  £62,831,  and  Me  now  upwards  oT 
£100,000.  The  increase  of  population  and  prosperity  has  kept  pace  with 
that  of  the  commerce  of  the  town.  In  1565,  the  number  of  householders  and 
cottagers  was  only  138,  whidi,  allowing  seven  persons  to  a  house,  would 
make  the  number  of  hihabitants  966.  In  1700,  the  population  was  4240t 
in  1730^  it  had  increase^  to  12,000 ;  and  according  to  the  censpis  of  1821, 
(an  interval  of  90  years)  the  population  of  Liverpool  amounted  to  118,972 

*  This  aobma  Is  » laige  kind  •f  weasd,  whose  te  vas  tkcn  nowk  va- 
lued, and  seont  wtientlj  to  ba?e  bcasQ  claimed  by  loyvlty. 
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Seller-Street,  a  great  number  of  tan- pits  were  disco vere(F^ 
Both  these  branches  of  manufacture  have  greatly  declined, 
particularly  the  former  ;  there  is  now  no  direct  importa- 
tioa  of  the  Italian  leather,  and  the  dressing  of  it,  as  well 
as  the  glove  trade,  have  chiefly  migrated  to  Worcester- 
shire. The  remains  of  the  skinning  trade  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  W«  and  T.  Topbam,  and  Messrs.  Rogers- 
and  Pover ;  and  the  whole  of  the  workshops  and  ware- 
houses principally  occupied  in  the  branch  have  been 
pulled  down,  the  site  of  which  is  to  be  encircled  by  the 
city  walls,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  precincts  of  the  castle. 
'The  tanning  trade,  though  much  reduced,  is  still  carried 
on  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Ship-building  has  been  carried  on  at  Chester  for 
many  centuries,  for  which  there  are  capacious  yards  situ- 
ated on  the  border  of  the  Dee,  near  the  house  of  industry, 
and  which  are  the  property  of  the  corporation.  During 
the  late  war,  several  vessels  of  war  were  built  here,  carry- 
ing about  24  guns  each,  and  merchant  ships  have  been 
launched  of  500  tons  burthen.  In  the  Magna  Britannia, 
published  in  1810,  Messrs.  Lysons  offer  the  following 
complimentary  tribute  to  this  branch  of  our  manufacture : 
"  There  are  now  more  ships  built  at  Chester  than  at  Liver- 
pool, they  being  in  great  estimation  among  the  merchants 
at  that  and  other  principal  sea-ports  of  England  and 
Scotland,  as  particularly  well-founded,  and  in  the  mari- 
ner's phrase  sea-worthy.*'  The  ship-yard  is  at  present 
occupied  by  Mr.  Mulvey  and  son. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  old  canal,  nearly  opposite  to 
Boughton,  are  situated  the  extensive  lead- works  of  Messrs. 
Walker,  Parker,  &  Co.  which  employ  a  great  number  of 
bands.  In  these  works  are  comprised  a  patent  shot  ma- 
nufactory, which  is  carried  on  in  a  circular  tower  of  brick, 
150  feet  high,  considered  a  very  perfect  building  of  the 
kind ;  and  also,  a  large  red  and  white  lead  manufactory, 
in  which  the  steam  engine,  the  steel  rollers,  and  every 
part  of  the  machinery,  are  formed  upon  the  most  improved 
principles.  Another  shot  manufactory,  bat  of  less  extent, 
and  of  more  recent  erection,  is  in  Commonhall-street, 
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built  by  the  late  Mr.  Mellor,  but  now  occupied  and  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Ellis.  Here  also  we  have  some  respect- 
able iron  foundries,  paper  mills,  roperies,  and  several 
extensive  tobacco  and  snuff  manufactories,  the  latter  fur- 
nishing a  commodity  of  superior  quality,  with  which  the 
greater  part  of  North  Wales  and  the  adjoining  counties 
are  supplied.  There  was  formerly  a  very  extensive  ma- 
nufacture of  tobacco  pipes  at  Chester,  established  upwards 
of  two  centuries  ago ;  these  pipes  were  esteemed  the  best 
in  Europe,  and  about  fiily  years  ago,  w*ere  exported  in 
great  quantities  to  foreign  countries ;  pipes  of  a  peculiar 
sort,  called  hog-pipes^  being  shorter  than  those  in  com- 
mon use,  were  made  for  the  Guinea  trade;  the  home 
consumption  trade  now  only  remains,  and  that  in  a  dimi- 
nished state.  The  editors  of  the  Magna  Britannia,  pub- 
lished in  1720,  speak  of  the  trade  of  Chester,  as  having 
been  much  augmented  by  the  industry  and  ingenuity  of  a 
colony  of  Dutch,  who  had  then  lately  settled  there.  I 
cannot  discover  any  trace  of  such  a  circumstance,  nor  do 
any  Dutch  names  appear  in  the  parochial  records  of  that 
period.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Palatines  were 
meant,  for  it  appears  that  many  of  those  distressed  fo- 
reigners who  sought  a  refiige  in  England  in  the  year 
1709,  remained  in  this  kingdom,  and  some  of  them  are 
known  to  have  resided  at  Chester,  in  St.  John's  parish. 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  there 
wer«  seven  mint  masters  in  Chester,  who  annually  paid 
7L  during  the  time  their  mints  were  at  work.  Chester 
was  one  of  the  six  cities  in  which  mints  were  established 
during  the  reign  of  William  III.  The  goldsmiths  of  the 
city  were  incorporated  in  1700,  and  had  the  authority  of 
parliament  to  elect  an  assay-master.  The  gentleman 
who  now  fills  the  office  is  Mr.  John  Walker,  goldsmith. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  seen,  that  al- 
though some  of  our  staple  manufactures  have  left  the  city, 
we  have  still  several  extensive  establishments,  which 
furnish  employment  for  the  working  classes;  and  notwith* 
standing  the  fashionable  complaint,  that  we  have  lost  our 
trade,  and  with  it  the  source  of  our  prosperity,  yet  there 
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are  incontrovertible  evidences  which  shew  that  Chester 
still  maintains  its  station  for  wealth  and  consequence.  }n 
fcct  we  can  boast  of  some  as  opulent  tradsmeii  as  perhaps 
can  be  found  in  more  celebrated  towns  of  enterprise^  a»d 
many  of  our  shopkeepers  may  be  ranked  among  the  nxost 
respectable  of  the  kingdom.  The  progress^ive  increase  of 
the  population,  with  a  corresponding  accanwlatiQn  of 
dweUing-booses  are  no  less  indicative  of  the  prospeioof 
condition  of  the  city.  The  census  of  1801  gives  our  popu*" 
ktion  at  15,152,  and  that  of  1821  at  19,9^,  making  an 
increase  of  4797  persons,  or  nearly  one-fourth  in  twenty 
years ;  and  there  is  very  sufficient  reason  to  believe,  that 
within  the  last  ten  years,  our  numbers  have  been  aug^ 
mented  beyond  this  increased  ratio.  Another  proof  of 
improvement  may  be  found  in  the  extended  intercourse 
of  the  city  with  other  parts  of  the  kingdom^  and  in  its 
enlarged  condition  as  a  thorougb&re  for  traiveller9t  This 
&ct  cannot  be  more  forcibly  elucidated  than  by  the 
following**- 

CoMpctrafiM  SiaUmmt  tfthe  Nwmber  of  Coatkei  iMwdif  Ckttitr^  cM^ 

ii  lib  yeart  1600  Md  1881  ; 

n«cei.  Imtoi.  Inissi.        Fettker't  Office,    WliitaUott. 

To  London ,..  8..,,, $ ••••.,*  4«., .,•••«•*<  I 

Manchester  •.•...  1. .••..,.•,••  4. •••••  ..«•••  3. •••  •••••••»  I 

Liverpool 2 8 •» 5 3 

ehttvOmrj 1 4 S*. 1 

WeU^ofll   0 9 ••»••.•  & «*»•  ^ 

xx^lJ^OCMl •  •  f  •  •  •  •  •  «•••«•••••••«  2a**«*«  •«••««  2ff ••««•••  «•••  " 

Wrexham   0 •••  1, •••.•• I •••••  0 

^■^B  ^^^^  '^^^M  ^Hm 

7  20  20    .  9 

Besides  the  above,  there  is  also  a  daily  communicA* 
tion  between  Cheater  and  Liverpooli  by  tb^  packet  from 

*  At  a  period  somewhat  earlier,  the  means  of  travelling  were  still  more 
circumscrihed.  About  the  year  1760,  a  stage  coach  from  the  north  oi  Eng- 
land to  London,  passed  through  Warrington  tveiy  wed^.  It  was  eustomary 
for  travellen  from  Chester  to  the  capitsl,  to  go  to  tVarHagton  on  Sunday  to 
be  ready  to  set  out  in  the  coach  at  three  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  and  the 
passengers  considered  themselves  fortunate  if  they  arrived  in  London  late  on 
the  following  Saturday  evening.  The  toads  were  then  so  bad,  partienlMlf 
l>etween  Warrington  and  HolmeB  Cbftpci^  that  the  ooMb  wai  4iairB  by  »X» 
and  ocCMionaUy  by  eight  horses. 
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rtie  Toiver  Whaif,  lu  which  a  great  naiuber  of  pafMwngers 
tire  conveyed. 

Befi)re  the  year  1784,  not  a  singie  coadi  went  out  of 
Chester  to  Liverpool.  The  first  was  set  tip  by  the  late 
Mr  John  Paul,  then  of  the  Pied  Bull,  to  Liveipool,  by 
Way  of  Bastbam,  and  that  gentleman  has  been  heard  to 
dectore  that  this  was  a  most  hasardons  speculation.*— 
Afootft  this  time  there  was  a  man  residing  in  Further 
Northgate-steet,  well  known  by  the  name  of  Jemmy 
Cf^ger,  Who  kept  two  ponies,  which  be  hired  to  travellera 
going  to  ^stbati),  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  sencfoig  a 
messenger  on  foot  to  bring  them  back.  One  flat  only 
tra^  «iK^  sufficient  for  tlie  <;arrying  trade  from  hence  to 
Liverpool ;  whereas  the  number  now  employed  for  th«t 
purpose  amounts  to  from  twenty  to  thirty. 

Thete  are  two  great  fairs  held  in  Chester  every  year, 
one  on  the  dth  of  July,  and  the  other  on  the  10th  of  Octo-* 
ber,  which  continue  for  fifteen  days  each,  the  signal  lor 
the  commencement  and  termination  of  whkh  is  notified 
by  tlie  bMgtng  out  and  taking  down  of  a  glove,*  on  the 
south  side  of  St.  lister's  church.  These  fairs  are  of  great 
antiquity,  being  reeognllsed  as  established  fairs  by  the 
charter  of  Hugh  Lupus,  earl  of  Chester,  who  granted  to 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Werburgh  the  extraordinary 
privilege,  that  no  criminals  resorting  to  them  should  be 
arreated  for  any  crime  whatever,  except  such  as  they 
might  have  committed  during  their  stay  in  l!his  city. 
These  fairs  are  great  marts  for  the  sale  of  various  sorts  of 
goods^  particularly  fustians,  printed  cottons,  muslins,  and 
other  artides  manufiictured  in  Lancashire;  hardware 
from  Sheffield  and  Birmingham ;  flannels  from  Wales ; 
woollen  clotte  and  stuffs  from  Yorkshire,  and  bops  firom 
Kent»  Sussex,  and  Worcester  \  and  of  late  years  there 


*  It  ii  not  improbable,  that  the  glove  might  allude  originally  to  what 
Wis  oonaiderecl  as  the  staple  trade  of  the  city ;  in  corroboration  of  which  it 
nwy  be  obserrBd,  that  at  the  31idsi]inmer  ahow  a  glow  was  fotmerly  de liyered 
by  the  wet  glovers  to  the  may«r,  as  a  part  of  their  homage,  and  till  withm 
these  few  years,  it  was  not  unusual  for  the  glovers  to  present  the  mayor  with 
a  pair  of  gloves  on  his  election. 
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have  been  great  quantities  of  toys,  trinkets,  and  other 
kinds  of  fancy  goods  exhibited.  The  first  day  is  chiefly 
occupied  as  a  horse  and  cattle  fair,  on  which  day  also,  a 
great  quantity  of  tanned  leather  is  exposed  for  sale. 
Within  the  last  twenty  years  a  great  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  the  mode  of  doing  business  at  these  seasons.  It 
was  formerly  usual  for  the  wholesale  dealers  to  transact 
the  principal  part  of  their  business  in  the  first  two  or 
three  days  of  the  fair,  during  which  there  was  a  consider- 
able influx  of  shop-keepers  from  the  principality,  and 
different  parts  of  the  country,  to  stock  themselves  with 
various  commodities.  This  is  no  longer  a  general  case; 
and  the  principal  porton  of  the  business  is  now  transacted 
during  the  last  week  of  the  feir.  From  the  increased 
system  of  travellers  traversing  the  country  for  orders, 
and  the  practice  of  retail  dealers  visiting  the  seats  of  our 
manufactures  to  purchase  goods,  the  wholesale  transac- 
tions at  our  fairs  have  been  materially  diminished ;  and 
if  a  deterioration  equal  to  the  last  twenty  years  continues 
for  a  like  period,  little  will  remain  of  the  ancient  lustre  of 
our  great  Midsummer  and  Michaelmas  iairs.-~Besides 
the  above,  there  are  six  fairs  annually  held  in  Chester, 
namely,  on  the  last  Thursday  in  February;  first  Wednes- 
day in  April ;  first  Wednesday  in  May ;  first  Wednesday 
in  September ;  first  Wednesday  in  November ;  and  the 
second  Wednesday  in  December,  for  the  vending  of  horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  &c.  which  are  well  attended,  and  at 
which  a  good  deal  of  business  is  done.  But  perhaps  we 
have  no  recent  establishment  that  produces  more  benefits 
to  the  city  and  neighbourhood,  than  the  &irs  instituted 
here  in  the  summer  of  1830,  for  the  sale  of  cheese,  bacon, 
butter,  and  other  agricultural  produce.  These  are  held 
on  the  same  days  as  the  fairs  above  enumerated,  in  the 
New  Linen  and  Commercial  Halls,  places  well  adapted 
for  such  a  purpose,  both  having  dry  and  convenient  shops 
for  the  safe  deposit  of  such  commoditfes  as  remain  unsold. 
Although  this  fair  has  been  but  a  short  time  in  existence, 
its  utility  and  advantage  have  been  already  extensively 
experienced,  particularly  in  the  article  of  cheese,  the  great 
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Staple  of  our  county.  By  lai^e  quantities  of  this  and 
otfaer  articles  of  food  being  I)rought  to  open  marlcet,  the 
inliabitants  and  small  shopkeepers  have  the  opportunity 
of  purchasing  on  lowfer  terms  than  when  they  bad  to  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  large  factors  and  dealers.  But 
the  benefit  and  advantage  to  the  dairy  farmers^  especially  ^ 
to  those  of  small  capital,  are  still  more  considerable ;  not 
only  because  they  obtain  better  prices  for  their  cheese, 
which  this  establishment  has  hitherto  secured,  but  because 
the  frequent  occurrence  of  the  fairs  furnishes  them  with 
the  means  of  turning  their  produce  into  ready  money  to 
meet  thecallsfor  rent,  or  other  contingencies;  whereas, 
before  this  useful  mart  existed,  their  necessities  compelled 
Ihem  not  unfrequently  to  sell  to  disadvantage,  and  at  such 
prices  as  they  could  obtain  from  the  factors.  A  great 
deal  of  business  is  now  carried  on  through  the  medium  of 
these  periodical  fairs,  which  is  likely  still  to  increase,  as 
probably  no  scheme  w&s  ever  adopted  better  calculated 
to  benefit  a  local  district,  or  that  was  more  warmly  en- 
couraged and  patronized. 

In  Chester  we  have  two  market  days,  Wednesday 
and  Saturday,  on  both  of  which,  particuhirly  the  latter, 
there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  flesh  meat,  fish,  poultry, 
vegetables,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds,  which  are  sold  at 
prices  somewhat  lower  than  in  the  larger  manufiacturing 
towns  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  have  also  an  abundant; 
supply  of  coal,  brought  to  the  city  both  in  flats  and  by 
carts,  from  the  mines  in  Flintshire,  on  moderate  terms, 
being  upon  an  average  not  more  than  12s.  6d.  per  ton, 
delivered  at  the  door.  Upon  the  whole,  there  are  few 
towns  better  supplied  with  the  elegances  or  neaessaries 
of  life,  than  the  venerable  city  of  Chester. 


Was  formed  in  the  year  1817,  but  no  act  of  incorpo- 
ration was  obtained.  The  number  of  shares  is  685,  the 
original  price  of  each  20/. ;  a  share  is  now  worth  25/. 

VOL,  II.  u  u 
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The  dividends  have  averaged  neariy  six  per  cent,  per 
annum.  The  concern  is  managed  by  a  committee  of 
seven  proprietors,  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  company  in  July.  The  present  committee  are,  6. 
B.  Granville  Esq.  Mr.  Witter,  Mr.  Booth,  Mr.  AUender, 
Mr.  S.  J.  Roberts,  Mr.  Gabriel  Roberts^  and  Mr.  T* 
Whittle.  The  company's  main  and  branch  pipes  have 
been  progressively  extended  throughout  the  city,  and 
during  the  last  year  have  been  carried  to  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  city^s  limits,  so  that  at  present  every  street, 
row,  and  avenue  is  lighted  up  with  gas.  Ck>mplaints,. 
however,  are  occasionally  made  by  the  citizens  of  the 
ofiens^ve  stench  produced  by  the  escaping  of  the  gas,  and 
sometimes  for  the  dimness  of  the  light.  Most  of  the 
principal  shops  in  the  city  are  lighted  up  with  this 
material. 


Citttttr  88bttt  JBBfffffcrf 

^^^^^^W^Ww^         ^^F^^^^^^^^^W       ^^^^^^P^^^^^^^* 

It  has  already  been  noticed,  that  in  1600  a  lofty  octa- 
gonal tower  was  erected  on  the  Bridge-gate,  by  per- 
mission pf  the  corporation,  by  John  Tyrer  of  this  city, 
containing  the  works,  which  for  a  long  time  raised  water 
out  of  the  Dee  to  a  cistern  in  the  top,  whence  it  was 
conveyed  in  pipes  to  almost  all  parts  of  the  city.  Possibly 
these  did  not  answer  their  purpose  effectually;  for  la 
16i22,  Tyrer  had  a  new  grant  of  a  tower  erected  for  a 
water- work  and  a  well  place,  ten  feet  square,  near  Spittle 
Bcugkion^  with  fiill  power  for  the  conveyance  of  water 
to  a  cistern  or  conduit  near  the  high  cross.  This  work 
seems  to  have  fallen  into  decay.  In  1692,  the  works 
undertaken  by  Tyrer,  being  found  to  be  ruinous  and  use- 
less, John  Hopkins  and  John  Hadley,  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  corporatipn,  b^[an  new  works  for  supplying 
the  city  with  water  from  the  river  Dee  j  for  this  purpose 
they  purchased  the  grant  made  to  Tyrer,  and  also  one  of 
the  corn-mills,  for  the  conveniency  of  placing  their  en- 
gine.   The  city  confirmed  to  them  all  the  powers  formeriy 
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<^sted  III  l^yrer^  and  particularly  that  of  setting  up  a 
<*lstern  o{>po(ute  to  the  Abbey-court,  as  a  constant  recep- 
tacle for  fresh  water.*  Who  the  immediate  successors  to 
the  property  in  the  water-works  were,  after  the  decease 
of  Hopkins  and  Hadleyy  I  am  unable  to  say ;  but  from 
l>eyond  the  period  of  human  memory  they  were  always 
designated  as  the  Water-work  Company.  In  the  year 
1^4,  howevex^  the  whole  of  the  shares  were  held  by  a 
Jew  indiviAials,  not  exceeding  fourorfive^  About  this 
time,  or  soon  after,  several  Respectable  gentlemen  put 
forth  a  scheme  to  estaUish  a  new  company ,  proposing  to 
bring  water  from  the  Dee  at  Boughton,  and  it  was  more 
<than  hinted,  that  a  large  portion  of  pUre  spring  water 
fnight  at  stated  times  be  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  from 
Barrel-weQ.  Loud  complaints  were  raised  against  the 
4>1d  company  for  not  fimiishing  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water,  as  well  as  for  abusing  their  monopoly  by  exorbi- 
tant rates*  From  the  flattering  repres^itations  exhibited 
by  the  projectors,  the  scheme  was  embraced  with  great 
2eal  by  the  public,  and  adopted  with  Ae  utmiost  avidity : 
it  was  finidly  resol^^  eif^r  to  compete  witb^  or  super- 
sede the  (dd  company,  and  a  coiiipetent  number  df  lAafes 
tieing  obtained,  steps  were  tak^  to  obtain  the  sufetioa 
of  an  act  of  parllam^it.  S6ftie  nnfioirseen  diffienltje^ 
b0wever,  occurted ;  and  it  was  ultimately  found  necessary 
for  the  new  company  to  purchase  the  pipes  and  right  ot 
sappdy  from  the  old  cooolpany,  whose  predecessors*  in 
1092  had  (Stained  from  die  mayor  find  corporation  ibe 
grtani  of  an  eicclusivcf  right  for  Aemdeltes^  their  heire^  and 
euceeseohrsfar  iver^  to  suf^y  the'  eity  with  water ;  wd^ich 
4Med  of  ghiitty  mdess  superseded  by  an  act  4>f  parUamenl^ 
wa9  declared  by  eiMhent  lawyers  to  be  legally  binding 
upon  th^  mayor  and  corporation  of  tbe  i^^eseei  and  all 
ftiture  times.  By  this  compromise^  the  obstacles  to  the 
an  act  wer6  remdved,  and  k  waa  passed  in 


*  This  ditem  RBtelned  and  was  eiii|>Iajed  for  this  pmpoie  tiU  the  yeas 
I8SI8,  when,  on  die  taUng  down  of  the  old  shambles,  it  waa  remofied,  and 
nplaosd  by  another,  fixed  4»ver  the  engin(e.ihoaie  At  die  top  of  the  new  potatoe 
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1896.  In  consequence,  a  powerful  steam  engine,  with  ^ 
double  force  pomps,  was  erected  close  to  Barrel-well,  and 
suitable  apparatus  for  purifying  the  water,  by  deposition 
and  filtration  commenced  upon.  According  to  the  [ilan 
of  the  original  promoters  of  the  undertaking,  capacious 
reservoirs  are  also  to  be  erected  in  different  elevated 
parts  of  the  city,  to  supply  the  inhabitants  with  the  water 
previously  purified,  and  propelled  into  them  from  the 
works.  At  present  the  latter  desirable  improvements 
have  not  been  completed ;  but  in  justice  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, ought  to  be  no  longer  delayed. 

In  the  first  instance  it  was  proposed,  that  ^the  profits 
to  the  share-holders  should  be  restricted  to  five  per  cent, 
on  their  capital,  but  by  a  subsequent  arrangement,  it  was 
agreed  they  might  receive  7i  per  cent,  to  which  the 
act  of  parliament  limits  the  profits.  Whether  the  terms 
upon  which  the  new  company  compromised  with  the  old 
were  more  unfavourable  than  the  former  contemplated, 
or  whether  the  expences  of  their  works  have  exceeded 
their  calculations,  I  know  not;  but  this  bet  is  much 
better  known  than  admired,  that  the  new  proprietors  have 
added  50  per  cent  to  the  rates  charged  by  the  old  ones, 
so  that  every  householder  who  paid  208.  a  year  for  water 
is  now  chargeable  with  30s.  Notwithstanding  these  ad- 
vanced rates,  the  company  have  made  only  two  dividends 
to  the  share-holders  since  the  act  was  obtained,  namely, 
a  dividend  of  four  per  cent  in  1628,  and  another  of  five 
per  cent,  in  1830,  upon  a  capital  of  8000/.  the  total 
amount  subscribed  for  the  undertaking.  The  advanced 
rates  of  the  company,  although  authorised  by  act  of  par- 
liament, ought  not  to  have  been  made  until  their  works 
were  completed,  and  every  part  of  the  city  supplied  with 
an  abundance  of  pure  water,  and  through  those  impraved 
mediums  which  the  company  are  pledged  to  provide. 
When  this  is  accomplished,  no  objections  will  be  offered 
to  such  a  reasonable  scale  of  charges  as  would  afford  the 
company  a  fhir  compensation  for  a  satisfactory  supply  of 
wholesome  water,  particularly  when  compared  with  the 
,  quantity  and  quality  of  that  formerly  fiirnished,  which 
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scanty  supply  was  occasionally  attended  with  a  total  de- 
privation, in  consequence  of  the  water  wheels  being 
stopped  by  heavy  freshes  in  the  river,  dry  summers,  and 
high  tides.  The  affairs  of  the  company  are  managed  by 
a  committee  of  seven  proprietors,  annually  chosen ;  the 
present  committee  are,  Mr.  F.  Thomas,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr. 
Soorn,  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Richards,  and  Mr.  Myers,  with 
vhom  was  associated  the  late  Alderman  Newell. 


To  the  foregoing  description  of  our  trade,  manufac- 
Cures,  &c.  may  here  be  added  a  few  remarks  on  the 
general  state  of  society  in  Chester.  The  excellent  situa- 
tion of  the  city,  as  a  place  remarkable  for  the  salubrity 
of  its  air,  the  attractions  of  its  walls  as  a  fine  promenade, 
and  the  absence  of  manufactories,  and  the  crowds  of  the 
lowest  rabble  they  engender,  render  it  a  desirable  resi- 
dence for  the  higher  classes ;  and  perhaps  there  are  few 
places  where  the  gentry  form  so  great  proportion  of  the 
community  as  here.  It  may  be  observed,  however^  that 
these,  in  general,  are  not  remarkable  for  their  opulence, 
a  great  portion  of  them  consisting  of  junior  branches  of 
good  families,  dependent  on  moderately  competent  in- 
comes; retired  officers  of  the  army  and  navy ;  or  resident 
clergy,  of  whom  the  head  of  every  diocese  furnishes  a 
goodly  number.  Of  course,  this  class  of  our  population 
move  in  the  highest  circle,  and  with  comparatively  little 
expence,  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  polished  society — a 
state  of  things  which  naturally  induces  numbers  similarly 
circumstanced,  to  take  up  their  domicile  amongst  us.*^ 
Hence  it  is,  that  we  have  usually  many  residents  of  small 
fortunes,  who  are  not  natives,  but  who,  with  circum- 
scribed means,  preserve  a  footing  with  the  best  company. 
It  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  from  these  observations, 
that  affluence  is  excluded  from  our  city.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  are  several  individuals,  whose  fortunes  are 
very  large,  and  whose  station  in  society  entitle  them  to 
rank  with  the  first  characters  in  the  land.    All  the  elegant 
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amusements  and  establishments  ibat  grace  the  most  dis- 
tinguished towns  and  cities  in  the  kingdom  may  be  found 
within  the  city»  wliich  are  patronized  bjr  the  higher  classes 
with  the  utmost  zeal.  It  is  no  uncommon  ocenrrence  to 
see  the  assembly  room  at  the  Royal  Hotd  attended  by 
from  2S0  to  300  of  the  gentry  of  the  city  and  vicinity. 
Occasionally  the  theatre  exhibits  a  similar  display  of  our 
fasbionatdes,  particularly  when  its  attractions  are  heigh- 
tened by  the  appearance  of  some  of  tlie  metropoHtaa 
Stars/  but  it  must  be  confessed,  that  of  late  years,  the 
taste  for  theatricals  has  greatly  decreased,  either  from  the 
fastidiousness  of  our  gentry,  or  the  paucity  of  professional 
taieac  Forty  years  ago^  the  Chester  stage,  under  the 
management  of  Messrs.  Ward  and  Bellamy,  was  second 
only  to  that  of  London,  when  it  could  boast  a  Cooke  and 
Mrs.  Ward  as  stationary  performersy  and  the  frequent 
occasional  visits  of  Munden,  Mrs.  Siddons,  and  the  Ini- 
mitabLe  Mrs.  Jordari.*    Mu^cal  talent  receives  warm 


«  The  li«Mriog  tntemdag  «aeedote of  Mn.  Jat^un  Ssffekted  bf  Mz. 
BoadeD,  in  his  life  of  that  excdbnt  actresi,  Utdj  publiaked  2-^1.*' During 
her  ihort  staj  At  Cheeter,  where  she  had  been  perfonning,  her  vaaherwoman, 
4  widow  with  three -ttiMdl  childrea^  ivaebfaincrdlett  cnditorthrown  into 
friMO.  A  HiiaU  debt  ofaboatfiNrtydiilU^iihadbeeniacreaeedinaahoii 
time  hj  law  expenoee,  to  «ight  ponnds.  At  Mon  as  Mrs.  Jordan  heard  ui 
the  ebcumitanoe,  the  tent  for  tlie  attorney^  paid  him  the  demand,  and  ob- 
4Mnred,  with  at  much  teveirity  at  her  goocl-natared  oountenanoe  ooiild  aasnmey 
^f4m,  lairyttt  an  etttainljr  tnibnai  apiiiia,  aUow^  cm  earth  to  mi&eyoor 
■MktaltiBltanUe.*  The  attame^,  however,  pocketed  the  affioat,  and  tridi  a 
low  bov  nade  hit  exit  On  the  afternoon  of  the  tame  day  the  poer  woman 
vat  Ubemtedi  at  Mn.  Jordan  wat  taking  her  utnal  waSt,  with  bet  eervant, 
to  «idoW  wkh  Im  ddldren  foUdwtd  hnr,  aid  juti  at  the  hMd  takcki  tbeliflr 
iflMri  •  iboirer  ai  nbi  in  a  Un0of9Ofcfa«av^^0nbcr|DBcet»aadwidi 
tmicb  gntefnl  emotion  ^zdaimed,  ^  God  for  enr  Uett  70a,  madam !  yoa 
tiwre  tared  me  and  my  poor  children  item  nin**  The  children,  bduddlng 
ihOtwtMie^^  tean,  added  by  ttteSrcHe*  to  the  aAcdngtoent,  which  s  tea. 
4l«ii<tmfaid  corid  not  beh61d^  brftwithatrongfteUttgtofiympad^.  The 
Batamd  UveliMti  of  Mri.  Joidan*i  ditpotition  wat  not  ettUy  dmped  by 
aoRQwfia  toenet  t  however,  akhoiigh  the  ttiove  to  hide  it,  the  tear  of  feeling 
atole  down  her  cheek,  and  itooping  to  kitt  the  diildren,  the  dipped  a  pouna 
note  into  the  mothePt  hand,  and  in  her  mnial  phqrfiil  manner  tepUed, 
«Thtte,  Aent  my  it*  •&  dter  ;  ^  good  wwMn,  Ood  blettyoa  !  don't 
iay  ontther  w«i4'  The  pateAd  cnatare  would  have  lepliad,  but  her  benjt- 
factreit  Sntiated  on  her  tilenee  and  departure.  It  happeneJl  that  another 
pUmt  UA  talen  jhdtor  undor  the  ^oich,  and  wItnciM  die  fthfit^iMf 
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fndfonage,  as  is  uoiformly  exhibited  by  a  splendid  attend-' 
ance  at  our  frequent  concerts^  which  usually  comiuand 
the  performaaee  ef  the  most  celebrated  professors  in  the. 
country.  These  elegant  entertainments  are  geuerally 
held  in  the  assembly-room  of  the  Royal  Hotel ;  bs,  altho' 

interfstiBg  uene,  who,  as  ioob  fs  Af n,  Jordan  obteryed  hii%  came  fptward, 
and  he,  holding  oat  his  hand,  exdaimed,  with  a  deep  sl^^,  <  Lady,  pardon 
die  freedom  of  a  atzanger ;  but  would  to  the  Lord  the  world  were  all  like 
thee.*  The  figure  of  this  man  hetpoke  his  calling;  his  conntenancewpn  pale  f 
and  a  suit  of  sable,  imlher  the  worse  for  wear,  covered  his  tall  and  spare  per-, 
sen.  The  penetrating  eye  of  Thalia's  favourite  votary  soon  devdoped  hlS' 
character  and  profession,  and,  with  her  wonted  good  humour,  retreating  a  few 
paces,  she  replied,  *•  No,  I  wonH  shake  hands  with  you.'  *•  Why  ?'  *  fie- 
canse  you  are  a  methodist  preacher,  and  when  you  know  who  I  am,  you'll 
send  me  to  the  devil !'  *  The  Lord  forbid  1  I  am,  as  you  saj,  a  preacher 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  tells  us  to  dothe  the  naked,  fi^  the  hun- 
gry, and  relieve  the  distressed ;  and  do  you  think  I  can  behold  a  sister  fulfil 
the  commands  of  my  great  master,  without  feeling  that  spiritual  attadimenty 
which  leads  tne  to  break  through  worldty  customs,  and  ofer  you  the  hand  of 
friendship  i^id  brotherly  love  ?'  *  Well,  weU,  you  are  i^  good  old  sool  J  dare 
say—but — I — I  don't  like  fonatics ;  and  youll  not  like  me,  when  I  tdl  you 
who  I  am.'  '^I  hope  I  shall.*  <WeIl,  then,  I  teU  you,  I  am  a  player." 
The  preacher  si^ed.  « Yes,  I  am  a  pisyer ;  and  you  musk  have  hcasd  of 
m&  Mti.  Jordan  it  my  name*'  After  a  short  pnuse,  he  agidn  extended  b|a 
hand,  and  with  a  complaisant  fonntenance^  replied,  *  The  Lord  bless  thee, 
whoever  thou  art ;  his  goodness  is  unlimited ;  he  has  bestowed  on  thee  a 
Isrge  portion  of  his  spirit ;  and  as  to  tiiy  calUng,  if  thy  cobseieBeeupbMid 
Aee  not,  tha  Lord  forbid  diat  I  ftlMiill'  Thus  leconcltodi  and  thi  n^ 
havfaigabatsd,  they  left  the  porch  together  $  dieoffisrof  hlsarmwasacc^ied; 
and  the  femide  Itosdus  of  comedy,  and  the  disdple  of  John  Wedey,  pro- 
ceeded, arm  in  arm,  to  the  door  of  Mrs.  Jordan's  dwellhig.  At  parting,  tho 
preadier  riiook  hands  with  her,  sayhig,  •llsrf  llUe  iseU,  $iBt9r$  Iknowaot 
what  tha  inrincl^  of  people  of  thy  calling  Biaybe^lhonavt  the  fint  I  ever 
convnsed  with ;  but  if  their  benevolent  practices  equal  thine,  I  hope  and 
trust,  at  the  grest  day,  die  Almighty  €k>d  wiU  ^7  to  each.  Thy  sms  ore 
fmrp»ei%  tftee.*"  Thus  for  Mr.  Boaden.— Of  theeoneeliiessofUieabove 
inddant,  In  fts  nudn  ftatwn,  I  am  caaUed  to  speak  with  soma  degioe  of  eon- 
fideaosb  Bnt  die  bbgiapher  has  fallen  into  error  hi  designating  Mrs.  Jordan*s 
oompanion  uwtModui  j^$aeher.  This  individual  was  no  other  than  the  late 
JUr*  CoUm  Robm§ony  an  old  pensioner,  who  kept  a  flour  warehouse  at  the  bot- 
tom of  Lower  Bridge^treet ;  he  was  amefftddtst,  but  not  ajN'SMlker  ;  annrar- 
abk  in  every  other  respect  to  Mi;  Boaden's  c|«Mription ;  and  with  some 
eooentridties,  was  one  of  ^  kindest-heafted  men  I  ever  knew.  Mr.  V ena- 
bles, of  the  Blue.4diool,  assures  me,  that  Mr.  Robfaison  afterwards  rdated  to 
hhn  the  above  occurrence,  in  whkh  he  had  been  aptindpal  ai^or,  and  that 
the  plaos  whew  tho  parti«  had  taken  shelter  Am  the  tain,  waain  what  i» 
tcoiid  P^piMiii^  PiirfoMt^  an  tho  noB^ 
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we  BboHiid  in  almost  every  other  tfccommodatioii  for  the 
display  of  (asliionaUe  life,  we  have  no  poblic  b«ildiiig 
appropriated   to  musical  scieDee.      Some  efforts  have 
been  attempted,  and  some  advances  made,  towards  tbe 
ereclion  of  a  music-^hall,  but  they  have  hitberto  foiled. 
A  very  respectable  and  efficient  choral  society  has  been 
established  in  the  city,  which  while  it  developes,  does 
great  credit  to  our  native  talent.    This  excellent  society 
is  supported  by  general  subscriptions^  the   subscribers 
having  the  privilege  of  attending  the  occasional  perfor- 
mances in  the  Diocesan-school,  George's-street,  where 
the  attendance  is  highly  respectable.    News-rooms^  read- 
ing-roms,  libraries,  and  other  fashionable  resorts  abound, 
which  afford  ample  means  for  the  indulgence  of  the  lazy 
lounger,  and  the  gratification  of  the  man  of  literary  or 
scientific  research.    But  the  most  amiable  and  prominent 
trait  in  the  character  of  our  city  gentry,  is  that  spirit  of 
active  benevolence  which  leads  them  to  the  establishment 
and  support  of  institutions  which  have  for  their  object  the 
bettering  the  condition  of  tbe  poor,  the  aged,  the  sick, 
and  the  destitute;  the  instruction  of  the  ignorant,  and 
the  reclaiming  of  the  vicious.    Of  this  fact,  the  history'of 
our  public  charities,  given  in  a  preceding  part  of  this 
work,  is  a  striking  illustration.    If  in  this  work  of  mercy 
and  charity,  a  distinction  may  be  hazarded  without  offence, 
and  I  think  it  may,  then  I  should  be  inclined  to  say,  that 
the  ladies  of  Chester  are  still  more  pre-eminently  distin- 
guished than  the  other  sex.    It  is  true,  indeed,  that  eveiry 
town  and  city  may  be  able  to  produce  instances  of  the 
zeal  and  warmth  of  female  benevolence  i  hut  among  the 
ladies  in  Chester  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  there  seems 
to  be  but  one  feeling,  one  consentaneous  habitude,  created 
and  kept  alive  by  an  amiable  competition,  which  inspires 
them,  as  by  common  consent,  to  minister  to  the  wants 
and  necessities  of  the  species.    This  tribute  to  female 
excellence  is  not  the  mere  breath  of  idle  compliment,  but 
has  its  foundation  in  sincerity  and  truth;  and  if  respect 
to  the  sensibility  and  modesty  of  the  individuals  would 
allow  it,  I  could  enumerate  a  long  list  of  resident  ladies 
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^  tlK  firsi  qm!^,  wbe  not  only  eoalribate  p60llIlUlry^aid 
to  tht  public  instittttion%  but  who  statedly  visit  the  babi- 
tatioQs  of  siekness  aad  wretobedness,  witb  the  view  of 
velieving  the  miserable  iniaateR ;  wbo  acquaint  dnemselves 
tvitb  ttw  olreu«istance9,  and  eater  into  the  feelings  of  tfaeic 
poorer  neighbaors;  wbo  devote  their  persoaal  attentions 
to  the  raolnds  and  temporal  in^ereste  of  youth  in  our 
various  schools,  and  who  are  upon  all  occasions  sensitively 
aUve  to  every  object  that  claims  the  assistance,  and  de- 
mands the  aid  of  Christian  sympathy. 

In  descending  from  the  higber  to  the  middling  rank 
of  society,  we  can  claim  for  our  city,  a  most  respectable 
class  of  tradesmen  and  shopkeepers,  some  indeed  that 
may  be  considered  rick.  In  towns,  like  Chester,  where 
there  is  little  or  no  foreign  commerce,  and  no  extensive 
local  manufactures,  the  acquirement  of  wealth  is  usually 
slow  and  tardy  in  its  progress ;  as  in  commercial  places, 
it  rolls  not  in,  in  huge  masses,  with  the  tide  of  fortunate 
speculations.  But  it  may  be  remarked  also,  tJaat  if  our 
laborious  toiling  tradesman  knows  of  no  sodden  influx  of 
afflnenee^  which  elevates  him  at  once  to  independence, 
neither  is  he  ruined  by  the  unfortunate  failiire  of  gigan- 
tic schemes  of  commerce^  or  the  unexpected  depres- 
sion in  the  value  of  bis  commodities,  that  reduces  him 
at  a  stroke  to .  a  state  of  beggary.  This  dissimilarity  in 
the  babite  and  pursuits  of  life  in  the  middle  orders  of 
society  naturally  creates  a  difference  of  character  in  places 
differently  circumstanced.  If  for  instance,  the  comparismi 
be  made  between  Liverpool  and  Chester  $  it  will  be  ge^ 
nerally  found  that  in  the  former,  the  higher  class  of 
tradesmen  are  lavish  and  profuse  in  the  disposal  of  their 
property  when  a  public  call  is  made  upon  their  purse, 
and  that  the  amount  of  its  distribution  is  governed  less  by 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  object  to  be  assisted^  than  by 
a  determination  not  to  be  thought  inferior  to  thdr  neigh- 
bours ;  and  the  same  motive  governs  them  in  the  splendour 
of  their  domestic  establishments,  end  the  expenstveness 
of  their  table.  In  the  hitter,  die  ease  is  ^ite  different 
Not  that  the  Chester  tradesmim  has  less  of  public  i|^ri^ 
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or  is  more  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  public  usefulness, 
but  his  pecuniary  gifts  are  more  soberly  measured  by  the 
amount  of  his  ability,  and  the  real  utility  of  the  subject 
for  which  his  assistance  is  solicited,  and  the  like  may  be 
said  of  his  domestic  economy.  With  habits  far  removed 
from  ostentation,  and  in  the  absence  of  enticing  examples 
that  might  provoke  imitation,  he  seems  quite  satisfied 
with  real,  without  panting  after  artificial  enjoyments. 
The  cause  of  this  disparity  of  character  has  already  been 
hinted  at ;  and  in  fact  it  arises  from  this,  that  the  one 
acquires  wealth,  or  loses  it  in  large  masses,  and  scarcely 
knows  how  to  estimate  its  value,  having  large  sums  con- 
stantly passing  through  his  hands;  the  other  has  obtained 
it  by  dint  of  patient  industry,  and  in  small  portions,  and 
can  at  any  time,  within  a  few  pounds  calculate  the  exact 
amount  of  his  fortune.  I  shall  attempt  no  comparison 
between  the  splendour  of  the  Liverpool  merchant  and  the 
solidity  of  the  Chester  tradesman ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  the  latter  will  suffer  no  disadvantage  in  an 
impartial  estimate.  To  all  general  descriptions  there 
must  always  be  exceptions,  but  those  who  are  intimately 
acquainted  with  Chester  society  will  admit  the  correctness 
of  the  outline  here  delineated. 

The  like  causes  that  produce  a  dissimilarity  in  the 
middling  ranks  of  society  in  the  city,  as  compared  with 
manufacturing  or  commercial  towns,  operate  also  in  some 
degree,  in  creating  a  difference  as  to  the  poorer  classes. 
The  latter  here  do  not  form  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
community  as  in  those  places;  and  the  fluctuations  of 
commerce  or  stagnation  of  trade  affect  but  in  a  slight 
degree  the  industrious  poor,  who  are  chiefly  employed 
in  the  domestic  occupations  of  life,  or  in  supplying  the 
demands  of  our  home  consumption.  In  general,  they  are 
well  instructed  in  the  lower  branches  of  education,  for 
which  there  are  abundant  means,  in  several  excellent 
'schools,  where  the  elements  of  learning  are  gratuitously 
taught.  There  is,  however,  much  less  taste  in  this  class 
of  our  residents,  for  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  usefiil 
knowledge,  than  among  the  weavers  and  other  mechanics 
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of  Lancashire.  This  may,  in  part  at  least,  be  ascribed  to 
the  wuDt  of  opportunities.  We  have  no  juvenile  or  me- 
chanic's libraries,  and  scarcely  any  others  accessible  to 
the  poor ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the  extent  of  their  reading 
is  mostly  confined  to  a  newspaper.  Among  the  numerous 
'institutions  of  Chester,  of  a  useful  nature,  there  is  nothing 
of  the  kind ;  and  in  this  respect,  we  are  behind-hand  with 
most  of  the  provincial  towns  of  equal  importance.  Were 
some  of  our  public  spirited  gentlemen  to  step  forward  in 
promoting  an  establishment,  from  which  our  youth  might 
obtain  useful  books  at  a  cheap  rate,  an  essential  benefit 
would  be  conferred  upon  the  community,  by  giving  a 
favourable  direction  to  the  pursuits  of  our  young  men, 
who  now  spend  their  leisure  time  in  wandering  about 
the  streets  and  rows  of  the  city,  where  they  contract 
habits  of  profligacy.  If  a  taste  for  reading  and  know- 
ledge be  not  acquired  in  the  early  part  of  life,  it  seldom 
happens  that  it  is  contracted  afterwards ;  and  where  this 
is  neglected,  the  vacant  mind  usually  seeks  and  rests  upon 
objects  which  are  less  satisfactory,  or  rather  more  perni- 
cious.  In  remarking  upon  the  lower  classes  of  society  in 
Chester,  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  conviction,  that  the 
frequent  and  almost  constant  political  broils,  with  which 
the  city  has  been  cqrsed  for  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
have  done  more  injury  to  their  manners  and  morals,  than 
all  other  causes  ppt  together.  These  lamentable  results 
are  referable  not  merely  to  the  seasons  of  ardent  contest, 
when  intoxicating  liquors  are  limited  only  by  the  evil 
capabilities  of  the  rabble,  who  neglect  their  work  for  the 
time;  but  to  the  dissolute  and  idle  habits  which  are 
created  by  these  scenes  of  dissipation.  The  rancorous 
feelings  also,  engendered  by  party  animosities,  have  been 
kept  in  a  state  of  continual  excitement,  and  personal 
animosities  and  ill-will  have  almost  utterly  banished  good 
neighbourhood,  and  those  kindly  emotions  and  stayedness 
of  the  mind,  without  which  we  can  expect  no  propriety 
of  demeanour,  or  regularity  of  conduct.  Perhaps  nothing 
has  contributed  more  to  these  asperities,  and  to  a  con- 
summate vulgarity  of  manners  in  the  lower  classes,  than 
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I9ie  dtBgustiiig  scenes  which  have  usually  been  exhibited 
at  our  common-ballS)  during  elections,  whether  partia- 
mentary  or  civic.  Upon  these  occasions,  the  Exehaage 
lias  generally  been  crowded  with  people,  of  whom  they 
have  constituted  the  great  bullc ;  and  here  have  been  con- 
gregated in  one  mass,  as  in  a  focus,  all  the  low  ribaldry, 
coarse  wit,  and  vulgarism  of  the  city,  which  have  been 
profusely  and  indiscriminately  scattered  upon  magis- 
trates, or  other  respectaUe  characters,  in  the  most  out- 
rageous vociferations.  By  the  frequent  repetition  4»f  these 
exhibitions,  a  Chester  rabble  Jhas  aequired  4i  kind  of  tact 
for  vulgar  sarcasm  and  repartee  that  may  be  confidently 
pitted  against  those  of  any  similar  body  in  die  united  king- 
dom. The  indecorous  and  Bometifl»es  indecent  dang  of 
our  common-halls  has  generally  found  its  way  i»tx>  every 
alley  and  corner  of  the  city,  and  been  reiterated  in  our 
streets  in  an  offensive  way,  to  the  no  small  annoyance  of 
the  peaceable  inhaMtant.  But  we  may  now  be  permitted 
to  lope,  that  these  dfegracefhl  scenes,  and  the  evils  to 
whidi  ihey  have  given  rise,  will  cease  to  exist.  A  brighter 
prospect  opens  to  our  view,  W'hieh  promises  aa  extermi- 
nation of  our  party  feuds,  and  a  i«tum  of  those  happy 
days,  when  the  interests  of  one  part  of  our  pofmladoa  ^1 
be  considered  as  the  interests  ctf  aH^ 
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3Siomm  aid  fitt^er  antt^utttes; 

Found  m  Chester, 


At  the  time  vbeq  Mx>  P^nofto^  wiote  hisToivt  in  Walq^.i^boat  tl^ 
year  1778,-ieveml  moniimflnia  of  fifitiq«iS]r  W^  been  diicpxere^,  wWch  waop 
snffinimtly  indiqfttvre  oCthe  le^idiaii^  of  the  Romao  XiegpioDv  vithin  the  dty  | 
bat  sinee  hit  .pnhUeation,  nnmerpiis  other  evi^^ncee  of  the  same  &ct  hi^re 
been  brought  to  light ;  and,  indeed*  it  seldom  haiypeiv  at  tills  day,  bajt  some 
lelies  of  the  olden  times  aie  discovered^  whenever  the  foundations  of  ancient 
buddings  aie  dog  vp.  In  the  foUoMiing  Ust  <^  Chester  antiquities  are  corapse* 
hendeddl  those  that  have  been  iMnded  by  former  writers,;  to  which  nume- 
ions  othen  are  added*  which  hanre  beflP  b^oqght  witljii]^  the  fiithpr's  jpe^Mmi^ 
cogniaanee. 

1.  The  fint  iascriptfaniidisepnered  hme,  of  which  theve  Is  any  bnomledgs^ 
commemontlre  af  the  SOth  JKoman.  J^egion,  n^  in  the  y^ar  10^3,  on  an 
aliaK  fimnd  in  Forest«treet ;  and  Is  npw  «mong  the  Awndelian  marbles  i|t 
Ozfbcd.  The  back  plain,  on  one  side  a  prtaferimihiifi^  and  on  .t)ie  oth«r  ^ 
nnoommon  paUnu  A  piece  of  inm  had  been  fixfd  upon  the  t«ip  within.Uie 
ikmrOmhtm.    The  inscription  when  perfect,  was— . 

J.  O.  M.  TANARO 

T.  BliVPIVS.  GAliER 

PRABSEN«.   GVNTA 

RW.  HJG.  3CX.  V.V. 

COMAfOM^.  £T.  I«AT£ftANO. 

CO& 

V.  S.  L.  M. 

i.  e.  Jwi  Opiim»  Mankm  Tantm  Titm  m¥p¥n  Qoleria  (tribu)  Prmien$ 

GwUiaprm^iraMi  (or  pxttCectus)  legUmk  vkM$ima  ValenUi  Victrieis  Commodo 

9t  laierano  CmmUkm  VoUm  SohUUbn$meriiih    It  was  first  published 

by  Selden  and  Prideauz,  in  thehr  Afavmora  Arundeliana ;  then  in  Dr.  Gale'a 

Anloninoa,  p.  S.    l%e  epithet  of  Timarvs,  whiish  occurs  only  here,  ia  equi- 

valent  to  Tanan.    Pcideaiiz  and  GiOe  wd  PMi^iS^i^sti^  of  Pnptfm.}  but 

HoiMley  says,  the  N  was  too  plain  to  ^mil  of  this  altenlion.    Be-supposed 

i>r«teiis«Dolh«rBameo€thedidical«b    But  he  forgot  be  had  put  the  Irifte 

between  these  BMnea.    Wemuat,th«BtftNB»ipcdbablyreKd  Gol^iiif    QvMiia 

expresses  his  country,  which  some  took  ibr  Gwmtdhoy  or  North  If  ales,  but 

prol(B8Sor  Ward  for  Gunfta,  in  VmdeUeia,    The  date  is  a.  d.  154,  a.  u. 

906,  when  Lucius  Aurelius  Vtnis,  n«Mmed  Coounodus  was  consul  with 

Seztelius  Lateranus  under  Antonfaia  Piwk 

2.  An  altar,  found  in  digghig  a  cellar  for  Mr.  Heath,  near  the  Eastgite; 
Ae  flODe  wai.ab>ut  two  foct«quMe,«id'«Mjying|i«Ml{tl«a4Mll9#4llh«f 
which  the  feiOowing  it  a  transcript,  dowMwdi;!^^ 
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PRO.  SAL.  DOMIN 
{ORV)M.  NN.  IN VI 
CTISSIONORVM 
AVOO.  OENIO  LOCI 
FLAVIVS.  LONG(VS) 
TRIE.  MIL.  LEG.  XX  (W> 
LONGINUS.  FIL 
(E)iy8.  BOMO 
SAMOSATA 
V.  S. 
L  e.  Pro  »dhkU  Dowmwum  nMirofwm  tRmeltiMiuMiiM  Au^uMiwrum  Gma 
Lbd  FltaiMi  Limtfm  IrOimtM  mOiliim  U^wnu  Vieenma  ( Victricis  et)  Jjm- 
gmut  JUhu  e;««  domo  Samotata  votym  iolvermU,    Hondiey  supposes  the 
emperors,  on  whose  account  it  was  erected,  to  haye  been  Diocletian  and 
Maximian.    On  the  back  of  die  altar  i»  represented  a  curtain  with  a  festoon, 
over  which  Is  a  globe  anmmnded  with  palm  branches.    On  one  side  is  a  vaie 
with  two  handles,  from  which  issue  acanthus  leaves  supporting  a  basket  of 
fruit ;  on  the  other  side  is  a  genius  with  a  comuoopiae  in  his  left  hand,  and 
an  altar  on  his  right.    On  the  top  of  the  altar  is  a  human  face  within  the 
tfauribulnm.    Around  it  were  found  the  marks  of  sacrifice ;  heads,  horns, 
and  bones  of  the  ox,  roe-bnck,  &c.  and  with  them  two  coins ;  one  of  Vespa- 
sian in  brass,  with  his  head,  inscribed  imp.  caes.  yesp.  aug.  coss.  hi. 
and  on  the  reverse,  vicTOBiA  au&vbti  8.  c.  and  a  winged  Victory  stand- 
ing.    The  other  was  of  copper,  inscribed  round  the  head  of  Constanttus,  fl. 
TAL.  coKSTAKTius  VOB.  c. ;  Aud  ou  the  other  side  gemio   popoli 
son AKi ;  alluding  to  a  genius  holding  in  one  hand  a  sacrificing  bowl,  in 
the  other  a  comucopisk 

3.  An  altar  found  in  the  Watergate-street  in  1779,  still  preserved  in  the 
grounds  of  Oulton-park.  This  beautiful  altar  is  addressed  by  the  famUy 
and  freemen  of  a  certain  person,  poKTUKii'  eeduci  et  esculapio* 
The  inscription,  with  a  few  restorations,  is  as  follows  :«- 

FORTVN^  REDVCr 
ESCVLAP.  ET.  SALVTI  EIVS, 
LIBERT.  ET.  FAMILIA 
(CAII)  PONTIL  T.  F.  CAL.  MAMILIANI 
RVFI  (A)NTI8TIANL  FVNIN8VANI 
VBTTO(NIA)NL  LEG.  AVG. 
D.  D. 
On '  the  sides  are  the  emblems  of  those  deities,  and  various  saffrifioial  instru* 
mcots.    This  is  also  in  possession  of  the  Oulton  family.     . 

4.  Another  Roman  akar  in  excellent  preservation  was  found  in  a  field 
at  Bonghton,  between  the  Tarvin  and  Christleton  tumpike-roads,  in  the 
year  1821:.    It  is  four  fret  high,  and  bean  the  foUowhig  inscription :-. 

NYMPHIS 

ET 

FONTIBUS 

LEG.  XX* 

V.  V. 

Thus  rendered  hiUr  Englisb^^^  To  the  Nymphf  and  FiNiliteiiiSy.die  mjjj^ 

Legion,  tho  faivhwiUe  and  victorious.'* 
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This  valuable  piece  of  antiquity  was  purchased  by  Earl  Grosveaor, 
vho  erected  a  small  Gothic  temple  for  its  reception,  in  his  fine  grounds  at 
the  east  front  of  Eaton-hall,  where  it  still  remains. 

5.  Dr.  Gale  gives  an  inscription  (Antonini  It.  p.  53)  noticed  also  by 
Selden,  and  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Marmora  Oxoniensia,  which  he  states  to 
have  been  found  at  Chester. 

DEAE 
NYMPHS 
BRIG 

6.  The  next  is  a  statue,  in  possession  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Prescot,  of 
Stockport,  with  a  Phrygian  bonnet  on  his  head,  a  little  mantle  across  his 
shoulders*,  and  a  short  jacket  on  his  body.  He  is  placed  standing,  with  a 
torch  in  his  hands  declining.  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  Mitkraa,  or 
the  snn  ;  a  deity  borrowed  from  the  Persians,  and  much  in  vogue  among  the 
Romans  in  the  second  and  third  century.  An  inscription,  deo  soli  mi- 
TKM,  has  been  discovered  in  Cumberland.  The  PhrygioH  bonnet  marks 
him  for  a  foreign  duty.  The  declining  torch  shews  the  funebrious  occasion 
j}(  this  stone. 

7.  In  1738  was  discovered,  in  digging  foundations  in  the  market-place 
a  fragment  of  a  slate,  on  which  was  cut  the  figure  of  a  Retiariat ;  a  species 
of  gladiator,  who  fought  furnished  with  a  trident  and  a  net  ;  with  the  last  he 
entangled  his  adversary,  with  the  trident  he  slew  him. 

Movet  ecce  tridenton 

Postquam  vibrata  pendentia  retia  dextra 

Nequicquam  eflfudet— JuvenaZ. 
His  antagonist  was  called  Seeutor,  He  was  armed  with  a  long  shield,  and  a 
dagger ;  and  seems  to  have  been  sure  of  victory,  in  case  the  RetiariaB  missed 
his  throw.  The  stone  is  so  mutilated,  that  only  part  of  the  shield  of  the 
Secular  is  preserved.  This  relic  is  in  the  possession  of  Henry  Potts,  Esq. ; 
and  so  curious  was  it  thought  by  Mr.  Pennant,  that  he  informs  us  he  pro- 
cured a  cast  in  plaster  from  the  stone. 

8.  Mr.  Horseley  mentions  another  stone,  discovered  in  digging  a  cellar 
in  Watergate-street,  in  1729.  The  inscription  is  so  imperfect,  that  he  inge- 
jiuously  confesses,  that  without  the  aid  of  fancy,  it  cannot  be  made  out 

9.  A  tesselatcd  pavement  was  discovered  near  the  site  of  the  Benedictine 
nunnery  of  St.  Mary,  in  making  some  recent  alteratiens  at  the  castle  a  few 
years  ago,  which  was  unfortunately  destroyed  by  the  workmen.  In  noticing 
this  old  relique,  a  gentleman  observes,  ^*  When  nearly  every  morsel  was  gone, 
I  had  the  curiosty  to  see  what  was  under  it.  There  was  broken  groted  rub- 
ble ;  the  remains  of  a  knife,  quite  swelled  out  with  corrosion,  and  a  feather 
or  large  quill,  perfect,  but  blackened  as  with  fire." 

10.  There  was  a  Roman  altar,  with  the  thuribulum  perfect,  and  prettily 
cut  and  grooved,  found  on  the  north-west  angle  of  St.  Bridget's  new  church, 
where  the  plantation  stands ;  there  was  no  inscription  on  it ;  it  was  in  the 
possession  of  W.  M.  Henderson,  Esq.  by  whom  it  was  presented  to  Colonel 
Bamston.  Near  it  at  the  same  time  was  thrown  up  a  medal  of  silver,  or 
white  metal,  ^  Neptunus  et  Pallas,*  with  Neptune  on  the  obverse,  and  a 
vessel,  and  figures  on  the  reverse  $  a  deal  of  broken  tiling,  with  a  Leo. 
XX.  TV, ;  some  crockery  of  the  finer  red  day,  with  figures,  and  several 
stamped  with  the  maker's  name.    <*  It  atnick  me,*'  says  the  gentlemaD  who 
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oommunleated  the  Above,  that  at  l!hat  spot  there  had  fttmeriy  Veeb  a  temple, 
that  U  was  the  nearest  temple  to  what  was  the  Ian Ang^Uoe  ftdbi  "die 's^ 
and  that  It  was  dedicated  to  Neptane.  A  leaden  limp  and  an  ht>D  Ice^'Vsu^ 
an  one  as  is  eagnwef  in  Pennant,  fbnnd  near  flint]  were  slko  Iftmiid,  and 
given  to  Colonel  Bamston.**  The  same  gentleman  addb,  **  1  gM  a  RcMU&n 
FUmla  to  the  late  Air.  Nicholls,  who  I  imagine  had  a  good  eofieedon.'* 

11.  In  1813,  several  vases  and  lamps  and  a  demi  figure  habited  fh  a 
sacerdotal  costume,  were  found  at  Netherlegfa,  witfahi  the  dty  liberties,  near 
the  line  of  the  Watllng-street,  in  sinking  a  cdlar  at  the  residence  of  Sir  John 
Cotgreave.  The  vases  were  of  red  day,  and  arranged  in  cells  a  little  below 
the  surface,  each  cell  contahiing  four  or  six  vases.  Some  of  them  contained 
ashes,  and  in  others  the  lamps  (which  Were  of  white  hard  day)  were  deposited. 
One  alone  was  got  up  unbroken,  which  was  presented  to,  and  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Eail  Giosvenor.  The  broken  fragments,  together  with  the 
lamps,  were  presented  by  Sir  John  to  W.  M.  Henderson,  Esq.  of  die  castle.-. 
Since  the  above,  several  other  memorials  of  antiquity  have  been  dug  up  near 
this  mansion,  as  Roman  fasces,  spears,  ruddy  sculptured  stones,  a  spear 
head,  part  of  an  andent  spur,  amd  a  gun-lock,  partdklMg  oftki  gtyU  •/ 
the  16th  cEKT vRr. 

12.  The  Romsn  streets  ar^  tMced  by  the  existence  of  pavements  bdow 
the  present  four  principal  streets,  Whidi  are  occasionally  laid  bate,  and  in 
some  places  cut  through  the  rock  on  which  the  dty  stands,  frbm  three  to  ftar 
feet  bdow  the  natural  levd  of  the  ground. 

13.  In  digging  op  the  ground  for  buUdfng  the  new  Linen-hall  were 
found  several  Roman  bricks  about  18  Indies  btig,  and  12  Inches  in  breadth  ; 
they  had  eadi  of  them  an  edge  turned  upon  each  dde,  raised  an  indi  above 
the  surface  of  the  brick.    One  of  them  had  the  following  inscription  impies- 

sed : Itza,  XX.  r.r.  Leyio  ficeuimo  TeUiai  fieMx.    At  the  same  time 

there  were  fbund  upwards  of  twenty  Rom«n  pieces  of  money,  but  the  fn^crfp. 
tions  and  the  figures  were  so  obliterated,  that  very  littlij  cOuJA  htmtAt  from 
them,  excepting  two,  which  were  of  the  first  Oftfet,  ptoticnlarly  one  of  Neio, 
of  the  large  eopper. 

14.  At  the  back  of  i  sttlch^s  fthop,  at  present  occupied  by  Mr.  Rath. 
bone,  nearly  under  the  Feathers  Hotel,  in  Bridge-street,  are  preserved,  in  a 
tolerably  perfect  state,  the  remains  of  a  hypocaust,  and  of  a  sweating  bath, 
much  in  use  among  the  Romans,  as  a  superlative  luxury.  The  entrance  of 
the  hypocaust  is  in  height  six  feet,  grooved  round  the  outside  probably  for  the 
falling  into  it  of  ta  iron  door.  The  breadth  of  the  entrance  is  two  feet  nin^ 
inches.  The  length  of  the  hypocaust  in  the  inside  is  fifteen  foet  The  depth 
is  six  feet  seven  Inches.  There  is  a  room  twice  as  large  as  the  hypocaust, 
surrounded  with  a  strong  stone  wall,  which  you  go  through,  and  afterwaids 
ascend  some  broad  steps  to  the  h3rpocau8t.  When  the  machine  for  the  weigh- 
ing of  coals  (now  removed)  was  erected,  part  of  the  angle  of  a  Roman  bttfld* 
ing  was  pulled  up  at  that  time,  which  was  undoubtedly  one  end  of  the  bath ; 
ivom  thence  to  the  hypocaust  is  thirty-five  fe6t,  and  according  to  the  rules  of 
architecture  In  Viiruviuij  thirty-five  feet  more  for  the  buil^g  must  be 
allowed  on  the  other  side  of  the  hypocaust,  for  the  hypocauM  Waft  dwayt 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  and  the  diptU  of  the  btifl&ig  ttuit  have 
been  not  less  than  sixty  feet.  In  the  hypoeanst  there  are  thii^-i#0  s^oaie 
pflhurs;  the  height  of  each  is  three  letft;  fop  ind  boHontf  tieM  iadlM. 


^ioan,  dii  vMQ^  pvt  jUm  loolMf.  than  U9  fiwr  imri  offUliV*  Hw 
bottom  it  cDvcnd  with  thick  bnck  tila,  hdd  in  cement  of  a  pt^  thidnnMt^ 
the  piUan  lappeit  Uff$  fquw^tilBi,  flsed  i!»  oenMni,  The  «ps«r  pert  of  the 
hypoeauat  hae  ieveral  torn  of  veo^  or  spiraciiU*  to  4»avay  Ihe  heat  upwwda, 
4iid  at  the  aito,  ioU)  the  tiihee  of  iron  or  copper,  fiavtfie  use  of  the  hot  ani 
warm  ^Athtt  «nd  tha  diferant  SwUrt&ri§*  The waOtwhiflhiaatooaiaiis- 
apimdipg  the  hjpoca«at«  ia  two  fe^t  in  thioluim,    .     . 

15.  Another  hypocautt  was  discovered  in  Watergate-street  in  Janiiafjs 
177^9  M  appfieDUy  of  gie»ter  !»tent»  which  is  thiw  described  by  Mr.  Pen« 
aant : — <'  It  contained  two  sadatcties;  one  anaUer,  having  only  ten  piOani 
on  twp  aidea,  and  •  vacant  space  in  th«  middle*  Adjoined  to  it  was  a  amaU 
■apartment  yriA  the  waUs  plaiateeed,  which  prqbablT  was  the  room  in  which 
the  slave  stood,  who  supplied  the  place  with  fuel.  Before  these  waa  a  laiga 
chamber,  with  »  tessalatsd  pavemept  of  biack,.  white,  4nd  r^  tiles,  about  an 
In4>  squares  On  tl^  jfunhef  si4e  va»  a  suMwraneoaa  passsge,  possibly  a 
drain.  Adjoining  to  this  is  a  sudatory,  resembling  that  within  the  Feathen 
Xwi^i  and  bi»yoiid thai  j« a siitfdlspsKtQieat, floored .wiihjH]ae,f^ 

a  half  bj  two  and  a  half)  se^  edge-vays.  The  large  perforated  tiles  for  con- 
veying the  steam,  imd  the  layers  of  mortar,  the  pillars,  and  other  partienlara, 
were  tend  heveas  hi  tibe  £iNnMK.^    Thefe  were.rea^ved  to  Oulton  Park. 

16.  A  Romap^iMa,  oo:  brooch*  gilt  and  cnamcned,  with  deep  blue  in 
ftoot.  This  andent  reliqne  waa  foupd  about  six  years  a^o,  when  sinking  a 
oeUar  underneath  the  shop  occupied  by  Mr*  Eichard  WoaveTi  grocer,  on  tha 
north  side  of  Eastgate-street.  On  comparing  this  antique  with  a  drawing 
and  description  by  Pennant,  in  his  ^9ur«  in  Wales,  I  lind  it  to  ovrreqMod 
in  every  particular,,  both  in  form,  siae,  and  mlonr*  with  that  which  his  haa 
given* 

)7«  A  brass  Pte,  aboot  three  inches  long,  very  mudireBembUng  tb« 
Roman  Stjflnth  wd  probably  that  hutmmM,  found  on  smking  tha  grort&A 
i|t  MarUn*s  Ash. 

1&  A  iUcArymalory,*  about  sis  hudhesbigh»ofciMm-co]ottred^« 
found  in  1817,  en  sinking  a  ceUar,  at  tha  house  on  Ae  sottth.<east  end  of 
8eQoK4rtreot|  ond  at  the  same  time  aadplsuce  wevo  dug  up  several  con?«- 
'Oeina  of  Vespasian* 

XThe  three  last  antiques  are  in  ihe  possesaton  of  Blx.  John  LOWi, 
Ifoldamith.] 

19.,  Another  Liwhrfma$4ny^  of  a  smallflr  siae,  fermod  of  red  day,  obont 
hax  inchea  high,  ^nd  in  Faregate.stieet  in  1896. 

aO.  A  Roman  Urn,  of  a  simihur  material,  found  hi  a  6eld  at  Boi^bton, 
near  the  junction  of  the  Roman  road  to  Manounmm  end  Midislanum  (Choi* 
terton  in  Staflbrdshire)  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 

2U  A  Roman  7s2e,  meaauring  ahontO  inches  by  4  in  fine  preiMrva. 
don,  bearhig  the  inscription,  in  baa  relief^  I/xo»  sx.  V.V. 


•  Tbe  iMftnsMiMy  b  ceruioly  «QtUle<  te  &  lOgli  degfee  ofaoCie^itfk  aad  Js  .-, 
•OMd  to  be  alladed  to  9f  the  Pkalmtft  (Ps.  Ui.  e.)  in  the  following  word*.  P^  thmm 
uan into  thg  b&uU.  Dr.  A.  Glarke,  in  hlv  commentarr  on  thcae  word**  My«»  '*  Here  I9  am 
aUntlon  to  a  vory  Mciem  CMtoa,  which  we  know  long  obtained  hmobo  the  Ontlfn  and 
A«msat,|  of  piitUng  tears  whieh  were  «hed  tot  the  deelh  of  eoi  Ki^a  into  anatt  phlsli, 
called  LacArifmaUtfiti,  or  Urn<B  loiOTrmoUtt  and  oOlerina  tbem  on  tbe  tomb  of  the 
dcceaMd.  Oobm  of  thSM  weie  ol  tIaM,  tone  of  pottery,  and  lonc  of  Sfste.  sardaays* 
Ac  AsaK|Uoof.ia;anromioftte£MOnisafhafd^ak«d«l«p.*< 
VOL.11.  YY 
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[Tk»  ftUqttCi  No^  10  to  91  are  ia  Om  poiwttioii  ^f  Mt.  &  Owdrfer,  «r 
Eajlgaf  ■tfwt'l 

CoiM  m  iroflMMiM  d/  Af r.  •/•An  LmM ,  jtlAiiritil. 

22.  A  large  htam  Roman  coin  of  Hadrian  in  fine  preservation ;  obverw, 
the  einpeiOt*8  head,  Legend,  AdrUmuM  Aug,  Cm,  tiii.  P,  ;  on  the  reverse,  t 
genioa  holding  in  one  band  a  sacrificing  bowl,  and  in  the  other  a  oomacopis, 
^ith  Che  initials  S.  C.  This  cohi  was  found  in  Linenhall^treet,  about  five 
yean  ago. 

23.  A  silver  coin  of  Augustas  Csssar ;  on  the  rererse  a  star  and  crescent ; 
tend  in  a  garden  neai^  Boughton,  in  1828. 

24.  Another  of  Antoninus  Pius ;  found  in  WindmSl-lane  in  1829. 
26.  Another  of  Hadrian,  in  fine  preservation ;  found  in  die  Tower-fidd, 

-aiMmt  nine  jrears  ago. 

26.  Another  of  JuUa,  found  in  Mr.  Potts*s  garden,  in  Watergate-street 

27.  A  sflver  coin  of  Canute  the  Dane,  coined  at  Derbj,  found  in  Bridge- 
atieet.  In  1880. 

TkafMawmg  teatct  eolnf  were  lal«ly  m  tht  jMSMsnon  0/  Mr,  8,  Ourdmet. 

2&  A  colonial  coin  of  second  brass,  fimnd  within  the  Watergate ;  on 
the  obverse  the  heads  of  Julias  and  Augustas,  inscribed  IMP.  A  DI VI.  F.  $ 
on  the  reverse,  the  conquest  of  Egypt  is  represented  by  the  figure  of  a  croco- 
dile, (an  animal  at  that  period  centered  altogether  peculiar  to  that  country) 
whidi  is  chained  to  a  palm-tree,  at  once  a  native  of  the  country  and  symbolie 
of  victory. — [Julius  Ceesar  was  slain  40  yearsbefore  Christ ;  Augustus  began 
to  Nign  28  years  before  Christ] 

29.  A  silver  coin,  found  near  Stanley-place ;  obverse,  an  eagle  between 
twphies,  inscribed  LEO.  XX. ;  reverse,  a  Roman  galley. 

SO.  Another,  found  near  Netherlegh-bouse ;  obverse  IMP.  C^SAR 
VeSPASIANVS  AUO.  $  reverse,  a  figure  with  ihe  hands  chained  on  the 
back,  sitting  on  the  ground  near  a  palm-tree,  inscribed  IVDAEA. 

31.  A  gold  coin,  found  in  making  the  foundations  of  the  castle ;  obvesse, 
IMP.  COE8.  VESP.  AVO.  CEN.  {  reverse,  a  figure  with  an  olive  brsndi, 
standing  by  an  altar,  hiscribed  PAX.  AVO. 

9%.  A  gold  coin,  found  hi  Boughton ;  obverse,  IMP.  CAES.  NERVA. 
TRAIAN.  AVO.  GERM. ;  reverse,  a  ^re  with  an  instrument  of  sacrifice, 
iueribed  P.  M.  T.  R.  P.  Cos.  IIII.  P.  P. 

33.  A  gold  coin,  found  in  the  Nuns  Gardens,  of  Faustina  the  elder,  wife 
of  Antonhius  Pius  $  obverso,  the  portrait,  inscribed  DIVA  FAUSTINA ; 
reverse,  a  female  figure,  hisptibed,  AVGVSTA.-^LThis  coin  is  in  a  veiy 
fine  state  of  preservation  1  the  portrait  is  beautifully  aseouted :  the  hair  is 
foatsned  in  many  wreaths  to  the  top  of  the  bead,  andomamcated  with  pcada 
erbeada.] 

34.  A  large  brass  coin,  found  at  the  Eastgate ;  obverse,  T.  Caea.  Ves- 
pasian, imp.  Pon.  Tr.  Pot  Cos.  vi.  s  revene,  ANNONA  AVGV8T.  S.  O. 
—[The  emperor  Titus  having  occasion  to  import  a  large  supply  of  00m 
•daring  a  aeaacity  at<  Rome,  diat  aupply,  or  the  ANNONA  ia  flndy  rspie- 
aented  as  a  sedate  lady  with  a  comuo(qpi»  in  her  left  hand ;  in  her  rig^ 
hand,  over  a  basket  filled  with  wheat,  she  holds  a  little  hnage  of  Equity, 
known  by  her  scales  and  pohitkss  spear.  Behind  the  ANNONA  U  te 
pnow  of  .a  ship  decW  with  flowers,  to  indicate,  that  the  com  was  brought  by 
aea  (fieoiA  A/rica)  and  tlui»  tha  shipiiuid  had  a  jiiosperoiisiroyag««) 
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Ml.  A  gold<  Goia,  ibttsA  in  a  field  near  3mith*friwalk,  Ni«hol««<4.txeet ; 
•bvetie,  the  portfait,  Inetribed  NBRO  C^SAR,  AUGUSTUS ;  levenm  a 
figure  in  a  aUting  poetare*  the  ligeod,  SAL  VS. 

An  old  arch,  called  the  Ship-gate^  or  Hole  in  ike  Wall^  has  been  aireadj 
Noticed  (toL  i.  p.  2(68)  as  of  Roman  origin,  and  it  has  alwajs  been  so  deemed 
by  our  best  antiquarians.  This  venerable  erection  was  situated  on  a  part  of 
the  walls  which  it  was  necessary  to  pull  down,  in  order  to  their  diversion 
nearer  to  the  river,  by  which  Skinner-street  will  be  inclosed  by  them.  In 
April,  1831,  tiie  old  arch  was  taken  down,  but  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  its 
inaterlals,  and  even  its  form,  will  be  preserved,  being  removed  to  the  garden 
of  F.  Maddock,  Esq.  behind  his  house  in  Abbey-square,  where  it  will  be  re- 
erected.  A  lithographic  view  of  this  ancient  postern,  taken  but  a  few  weeka 
before  its  removal,  will  be  found  in  vol.  i.  p.  368. 

Another  piece  of  antiquity,  decidedly  Roman,  has  also  been  adduced, 
in  our  account  of  the  old  £astgate,  (vol.  i.  p<  340.)  where,  in  the  middle  of 
the  gates,  fronting  the  east,  there  was  a  statue,  ten  feet  from  the  groundj 
cut  upon  one  large  stone  in  alto  relievo,  grooved  or  fixed  into  the  gate  by  a 
kind  of  dovetail  work,  and  could  not  weigh  less  than  half  a  ton.  It  has  been 
stated  by  several  writers  that  this  curious  antique  was  afterwards  honoured 
with  a  station  in  the  garden  of  a  Mr.  Lawton,  but  what  has  since  become  of 
it  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

Subterraneous  Passages.— In  giving  an  account  of  that  old  edi» 
fice,  called  the  Lamb  l2ow,  on  the  site  of  which  some  new  buildings  now 
stand,  between  Grosvenor  and  Cupping-street,  I  have  ventured  a  conjecture, 
that  there  was  anciently  a  subterraneous  passage  beneath  that  erection.  In 
the  Polichronicon,  the  existence  of  these  passages  is  maintained,  and  Stuke- 
ley,  in  his  Itinerary,  supports  this  hypothesis.  Mr.  Pennant,  however,  seems 
to  doubt  the  fact,  but  without  giving  satisfactory  reasons  for  his  opinion, 
beyond  this,  that  he  had  never  been  able^to  discover  any  of  these  hollow  ways. 
Upon  application  to  an  intelligent  gentleman  for  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  Lamb  Row,  and  the  passage  found  under  it,  I  received  the  following 
account,  which  I  give  in  that  gentleman*s  own  words  : — '^  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  building  was  formerly  the  residence  of  one  of  the  celebrated 
Randle  Holmes,  as  a  slight  corroboration  of  which,  I  found  a  stone  in  one  of 

H. 
the  walls,  inscribed  R.  M. ;  and  it  appears  by  the  corporation  books,  that  on 
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the  10th  January,  1667,  Randle  Holme  was  fined  £3.  68.  8d.  for  contemptn- 

•oaly  proceeding  with  his  building  in  Bridge-stxeet,  contxsty  to  Mr.  Mayonr's 
oommand.    This,  I  suppose,  was  th^  young  Handle  Holme,  and  one  wotild 
incline  to  believe^  that  the  order  applied  to  some  alteration  at  the  Lamb  Roi^, 
as  none  but  an  antiquarian  would  have  put  together  such  an  heterogenous 
jumble  of  antiquity  as  it  presented  at  the  time  it  fell ;  and  the  tremen^kNM 
overhanging  of  the  upper,  story  fully  jostified  the  infliction  of  a  penalty,  even 
in  those  times,  when  deformit)[.and  Qbattuctlon  seemed  to  be  the  <»der  of  the 
day.     The  present  boijding  is,ntired  ftom  its  original  ftont  about  eleren  ftei, 
and  the  ovofaanging  projected  into  Bridge-street  upwards  of  ten  feet  mofe  in 
some  paits,  making  a  projection  of  2 1  feet  from  the  present  site— a  fact  whieh 
ve  can  haidly  reconcile  to  credibility,  though  so  recently  witneaaed.    Tile 
old  building  fomed  a  square,  with  an  area  of  about  14  feet  by  30  in  the 
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to  Ike  roof,  with  an  famiMDie  ire«^«c»  Xt&iilwitogoiieilltieTifciftitate 
of  a  prlTate  home,  ui  inn,  a  dnpel,  a  tiwatte,  a  nuMt  Ibr  tke  «ftlfe  of  Wdth* 
aalt  bntter,  a  letUier  market,  a  carrier*!  workshop,. and  a  coounon  lodging, 
bouse,  besides  the  various  occupants  of  the  ground  story  in  retail  shops.  It 
Is  not  possible  now  to  say  at  what  period  the  old  wood  bnflSing  was  erected, 
as  I  fsncy  it  must  have  been  of  a  date  nearly  a  century  antecedent  to  that 
ioseribed  on  the  stone  before  alluded  to ;  but  previous  to  that  eractiov,  there 
had  evidently  been  a  stone  building  on  the  spot  of  considerable  magnitude, 
probably  connected  with  the  adjacent  church,  as  in  enlarging  the  cellars,  we 
came  to  the  foundation  of  a  stone  pillar  about  four  feet  high,  and  five  feet  in 
diameter,  covered  over  with  rubbish,  and  unattached  to  any  walla  of  the 
building,  though  neaily  in  the  centre  of  it  There  is  a  singular  excavation 
ranniog  through  the  whole  building  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  100  feet,  and 
Oot  tenninating  at  either  extremity  of  the  piemises.  It  is  peiliaps  »  braAdi 
•f  one  of  those  snbtermeous  wayk,  alluded  to  in  our  ancient  hiatortea  s  it  is 
uniformly  through  its  whole  extent  about  five  feet  wide  and  16  feet  deep  in 
the  xoek^  as  I  have  asoertalncd  with  iron  rods,  and  in  one  place  wliera'I  had 
^e  curiosity  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  I  found  it  iOled  with  soil,  and  at  the 
depth  of  eight  feet  it  appeared  to  have  been  boarded  actosa  with  three-incfi 
oak  plank,  dividing  it  into  an  upper  and  lower  road,  each  eight  feet  U^* 
The  dinctlon  of  it  is  neariy  due  east  and  west,  rather  indining  to  tiie  left  of 
tfie  line  of  Cuppin-street,  and  at  intervals  there  are  small  square  enlargsmeBts, 
as  if  intended  to  admit  a  passing.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  cariosity  to  tfcsee 
tfUs  road  (or  aqueduct),  which  eonid  be  dime,  patticnlarly  at  the  east  end, 
where  the  ground  is  not  high  above  the  rock,  at  a  trifling  expenee,  with  % 
common  iron  rod,  if  peimission  could  be  obtained  where  it  was  necessary ;  fat 
there  can  be  no  donbt  but  audi  an  excavation  must  have  been  intendJEid  fbr 
•nne  public  purpose,  the  nature  of  wUch,  by  Ibllowing  the  direetkm  of  it  some 
distance,  might  possibly  be  pretty  aecuratdy  surmised.' 
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Although  tradition  alone  is  but  uncertain  data,  upon  which  to  found  an 
hypothesis,  yet  when  it  is  supported  by  fkcts  that  give  an  air  of  probability 
Co  its  correctness,  we  should  pause  before  we  discard  it  as  fabulous.  The 
•hove,  and  other  instanoes  mentioned  in  the  preceding  pages,  certainly  go  a 
dS^-.waji/  towaida  »  my  pcobaUe  coodosion,- that  there  bave  been  pussagce 
ut^er  gsooJid*  Besides,  it  is  now  decidedly  ascertained,  that  in  other  townr 
tb0f  haveeBistsdi  and  if  hi  one  town,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  they  may 
vol  in  aaotfase^  ttsd  partlciikriy  in  snoh  •  |daM  aa  Chester,  whose  udiMt 
Momins.  are  mete  BumsMNia  than  those  of  anr  other  dty  in  the  kiogdon. 
ISio.l^dkMiiiig  qwAatleii  ftoln  Tmugfaton^s  Htetery  of  LIverpori,  maf  ienv 
l».aan»  neaeue  i»  illKstvaie^Ak»pdnt:.^i««  A>lotfgstttfteifaiMKms^alsage 
^Mt;  disQorsnd  by  the  worionen  employed  in  sii^kittg  the  ftandatlbnofthe 
fM^anga  9«i2diagB  hi  IMfA.  It  ^onkmenoed  at  »  wan  whldi^stood  at  a 
9lMefiMBdykM»«»bytheniaieof'thie  MtfteCVwit;  eMended^ndemeaA 
^q^^»  oesnptod  by.  «i»  west  wtegHrf"  th0»ni«rbiilldi%i  andtennlnattd 
Hff4<t.the:^riBrosi»>the  bottom  of  Wateiustrstt*  Tfaisrpristtr  wsbs  formerly  a 
•ii>T,and4thrpiMHiB  wM^pishsbl^intodsdto msw ■life  iim|<Ust^'orstty. 
itff  or  esniifi»niwj  ^md!tt%%  shga." 
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OF  DISTINGUISHED  NATIVES  AND  RBiSiDENTS^ 

OF  CHESTER. 


I V  wfll  Bot  l»9  c^^eetii4  tiMi  ibe  aoticM  vndtt  this  hesd  will  b«  otkeipu 
nkB-ihw  brief  an^Beleeti  and  paiifcinarly  as-mMijof  our  oEKMt^dittiBgvdftlMl 
Aaractiefli  fatttebcm  inoidfiitfllly  mcDtiMied  in-  the  preeediiigi  i»Mt«  ($f  ttM 
von* 

AvMBg  the  cmiaeiit tniiTeaoltliii'cltf  iniy  be  Tedumed^  tmf  ike'Mmu^ 
IilMBe,  Eogelp  of  Obestter,  end  BelpH  Higdai,  two  siideiit^hietorittM'}  EMtff 
Bheddieiw,  antkor  6t£th  '^Ufeof  St.  Weibtu^h «''  end  widi  more  oert8int3r«- 
BMd  Iflddlefera^who^settled  tlie  Bogliih'tMideatBatitam}  his  brother,  8ff 
Henry,  vhe  miBde  a  ivoyage  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  discovered  Mlddlet<M*s 
aitaights^  John  Dowabam,  author  of  the  ^«  Christian  Warfare*'  (son  of 
BMiopr  Oowtiban);  TOft.  Whittingbara^  Dean  of  Durhaai,  tvans&itbr  of  die 
Oeaeta  Bibk^  and  fMdte  of  thoeo^Mfads  IK  the  old  vehdon  which  hate  tfa^ 
sigriattae  W.-W. 


Edw-abd  BwKWXW^boH  inM^bom  and-eitiicitted  at  Chester,  hi  1581, 
i^litor  16  yean  old,  he  entered  af  Braaen  6<Aege,  and  wrote- conithentftrieif 
npotf  Aristotle's  fitfaies,^  about  the  Slst  year  of  his  age.  £ti  iMt,  what 
Queen  Elisabeth  was- at  Oxford,^ he  replied  at  a  dispntation  on  natuhd'^hilo. 
ioidtyi  In  BfiKdi,  1596  he  was  ehesen  the  first  proMktf  ot  utbkdtitf  6f 
6t«sham  College.    He  died  of  a  fev«r,- Nor.  4,  1613. 

The  £unfly  of  die  Hojlmbs$  dntitfgnii^ed^ir^lidlfantiqttariita  rieseattfaes,' 
wcM  also  natives  of  ibis  city.  1}r/  Gowbr;  says  the  Magna  Britannit^; 
'iqpeaks  cf  only  three  antiqaaries  of  tlietiaaur  oft  Randal  Holme,  father,  son; 
and  grandson,  but  it  appears  that  there  wer^ft^ih  snocession  of  that  name, 
and  there  are  eoUeetions  of  all  frar  among  tfaife^ntomerous  vdhimes  (above  two 
handred  and  fifty)  among  die  Harli  M8S.  which  were  purchased  ftnf  ttie  l^arl 
of  Oxford,  after  the  death  of  the  last  Randal  fiolme  in  1707.  The  second 
and  tbicd  Raadals  were  theptineipdLeaileeters,  but  there«are  some  collections 
brought  down  by  the  last  to  the  year  1 704.  The  first  ol  the  name  was  sheriff 
ct  thester  in  1614»,  and  mayor  in  1683.  It  appears  that  he  wa»  fined  £W^ 
fi*  his-eontempt  in  not  atlenditfg  tb  reoefve  the  honour  of  knighdtood',  at  the 
oAtenatioii  of  King43Harka  I>  aceordhig  tiO'  die  stetate  (llttl;  H9S;  StK»-. 
Noi  dff^'  It  seems Mhii|«f»e  that  hr  wisft  in  better  dmnnnstettees'duui hfir 
iniiiifdiiKe  degetodaiM%- who  wefee^ byno iitfeans^cb,  and tffterthe'tliiM d^ 
seent  Terf  muefa^redueedi  l^fiejri^^sre'of »Te^eBtibtt  iktoflf  o»g«^^ 
defended  fVM  JohA  Kslrtfe,  irii^  died'  4''IIenry  ¥1.  Whidi  J6h^  walhM 
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of  Robert  Holme,  who  in  rif^t  of  his  wife  (co4i«lriBS  of  Bkheid  de  Tru- 
inol)  WM  loid  of  a  moiety  of  Txamnol;  this  moiety  oontintted  in  the  £imUy 
of  Holme  for  several  generations. 

SamuiIi  Moltmeux,  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Chester,  about  1689. 
Hi»  father  was  the  celebrated  William  Molyneaj(,  the  oompamon  and  friend 
of  Locke.  The  plan  of  education  recommended  by  this  celebrated  author 
was  poriued  in  the  tuition  of  Samuel  Molyneox,  and  attended  with  aucecn 
His  early  attainments  were  marked  by  manly  intelligence,  and  proportionate 
wisdom  accompanied  the  inctesse  of  hia  years.  When  arrived  at  manliood, 
he  had  the  fame  of  being  one  of  the  most  accomplished  characters  of  the  age. 
He  was  chosen  Secretary  to  Geoiga  the  Second  when  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
had  a  residence  at  Kew,  where  his  place  being  only  a  sinecure,  he  in  concert 
with  ]M[r.  Bradley  had  an  opportunity  of  pioseeating  his  favourite  study,  as- 
ttonomy.  Mr.  Molyneux  invented  an  accurate  instnunent  for  determdnisg^ 
the  annual  parallax  of  the  fixed  stars,  fie  was  soon  after  appointed  a  Com- 
missioner of  the  Admiralty,  and  was  constrained  by  the  pressure  of  national 
bjisiness  to  relinquish  his  accustomed  pursuits.  .  The  change  of  his  studies 
neither  suited  his  inclination  nor  his  genius ;  and  his  death  which  happened 
on  the  3rd  of  January,  1,730,  ahortly  followed  his  promotion.  Hia  papen 
were  published  ^y  Dr.  Sumh  in  his  ''  Treatise  of  (^tics.**-*Fr9»  Cooie'f 
Topogra^hy^ 

0 

Wij.1(lAU  BuROAKiE.— This  gentleman  was  m  native  of  Pul^ord,  iiesx 
this  .city,  and  appears  to  have  received  his  education  at  the  King's  School  in 
Chester.  In  his  native  village,  he  must  have  possessed  considerable  property, 
and  his  family  seem  to  have  resided  there  ever  since.  I  believe  the  only 
branch  of  the  family  now  remaining  is  Miss  Buiganie,  whose  brother  was  a 
capuin  in  the  army,  and  was  killed  in  Ireland  during  the  rebellion  of  17&8» 
Mr.  Burganie  possessed  some  learning  and  literary  talent,  though  he  is  but 
little  known  even  in  his  own  neighbourhood  aa  an  author.  The  only  account 
of  him  I  have  met  with  is  in  Nicholson's  Literary  Anecdotes,  from  whidiis 
principally  taken  the  following  sketch.  He  appears  never  to  have  published, 
but  only  prepared  for  the  press  a  volume  of  no  inconsiderable  bulk  in  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages,  chiefly  poetical.  The  work  is^o.  573,  in  the 
catalogue  of  the  late  Dr.  Askew's  manuscripts,  sold  by  auction  1785,  at 
Messis.  Xicigh  and  Sotheby's,  who  describe  it  in  the  following  words  :— 
*'  Gymnasmata  GrsBca  Latine,  et  plcrumque  Versibus  translata,  with  a  heady 
and  several  curious  coloured  drawings  and  maps.'' -^Subjoined-  to  the  intro- 
ductory verses  addressed  to  the  reader  Is  the  author's  name,  Gulielmiu  Bur* 
ganiseus  «  to  which  he  adds  the  following  couplet : — 

'^  Inspicis  hunc  nostrum  quicnnque  libellum. 
Sis  placidus,  mea  nee  csrpe,  sed  ede  tua.' 
And  in  a  poem  towards  the  close  of  his  volume,  entitled,  "  A  desaiption  of 
West  Chester,"  he  informs,  he  was  bom  at  Pulfcnrd,  a  village  about  four 
miles  to  the  south  of  that  city ;  that  he  was  educated  at  the  school  near  Chestei 
cathedral,  where  he  became  conversant  with  the  poems  of  Virgil  and  Horace  9 
the  Greek  letters  in  the  margin  make  the  date  of  his  birth  1618,  and  of  hia 
writupg  this  piece  1688,.  when  he  mentions  his  continuing  to  nsaide  at  the 
pls^  0/  his  nativity  iu  »  state  of  agreeable  indokiiee.    Thiaiaalll 
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«lfch  rdfttlDg  pemonaHy  to  the  author,  except  that  he  says  he  purchased '  ■*  et' 
Utn  papUr*'  for  eighteen  pence,  of  a  Mr.  Mlnshull,  at  Chester,  ttf  16^.  He 
begins  with  a  few  little  dialogues  and  short  orations ;  then  follow  poetns, 
which  foim  the  bulk  of  the  vcdume,  and  contain  severed  thousand  lines  chiefly 
in  hexameter  measure.  The  Greek  and  Latin  is  carried  on  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  close  of  the  vcdume,  in  opposite  pages ;  he  is  sometimes  spirited, 
bat  often  Aat  vad  ted!ous.  His  Latin  verses  are  frequently  mutilated  in  their 
scDte,  that  tliey  may  keep  in  exact  proportimi  with  the  Greek.  His  longest 
piece  of  alt  Is,  *^  A  series  of  ditine  revelation,  ftom  Adam,  Noah,  and  Moses, 
down  to  Jesus  Christ,*'  in  Greek  verse  and  Latin  prose,  but  the  *'  Downfall 
of  Crocsuft,'*  tbo««  History  of  Androdes  and  the  Lion,*'  with  the  most  of  his 
oiiher  topics,  sore  treated  poetically  in  both  languages.  Events  in  the  English 
hiatiHry,  the  greater  part  of  whieh  took  place  in  the  author's  own  time,  or  not 
kag  before,  occupy  no  inconsiderable  part  of  his  volume.  The  subjects  are, 
the  JMbrt  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  the  Report  of  a 
F«Me  during  the  Civ3  Wars,  the  Restoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  the 
Fke  ill  London.  The  poem  of  the  civil  war  is  written  with  so  much  caution, 
aa  to  its  political  sentiments,  as  to  carry  with  it  no  trace  whether  the  author 
was  a  royalist  or  a  parliamentarian ;  though  he  observes,  that  the  whole 
intiOB  was  obliged  to  adopt  the  ancient  law  of  Solon,  which  forbade  any  man 
ta  fltond  neuter.  He  however  waxily  confines  himself  to  describing  the  mi. 
seriea  of  war,  without  discovering  a  bias  towards  either  party.  In  his  verses 
on  the  restoration,  be  catches  the  zeal  of  the  times,  and  denominates  Charles 
the  Second  a  ^^  Second  Phoenix.*'  The  first  drawing  is  the  author's  portrait, 
who  is  represented  with  a  thick  bushy  head  of  hair  combed  over  his  forehead, 
and  hanging  down  behind  almost  as  low  as  the  broad  bands  he  wears  down 
before;  his  coat  and  waistcoat,  with  a  multitude  of  small  buttons,  are  such 
as  were  commonly  worn  in  the  last  century ;  the  following  couplet  is  under- 
neath:— 

*  Corporis  effigies  nulla  tam  viva  tabellls 

Nostri  quam  scriptis  mentis  imago  nltet* 
Of  the  other  twenty  drawings  I  can  challenge  the  greater  part  as  copies  from 
Saodye^s  Travels,  Quarle^s  Emblems,  and  the  prints  in  the  common  prayer 
book  $  under  one  of  them  is  written, '  per  me  T.  Burganie,'  which  looks  as 
if  they  were  executed  by  one  of  the  author's  family,  under  his  own  direction." 

Tre  Bet.  Geobob  T&avxs,  was  a  native  of  Roy  ton,  in  Lancashire, 
educated  at  Manchester  school,  under  Mr.  Pumell,  and  admitted  a  sizar  in 
Sti.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  1761,  under  Mr.  Abbot.  He  took  his  degree 
of  ^A*  17^9  M.A.  1768,  and  was  archdeacon  and  prebendary  of  Chester ; 
rector  of  Uandley,  and  vicar  of  Eastham,  in  this  county.  Though  a  pluralist, 
and  a  man  of  respectable  talents,  BIr.  Travis  was  remarkably  affable,  facetious 
and  pleasant.  The  universality  of  his  genius  was  evinced  by  various  tran* 
sJKtlona  in  which  he  was  eoneemed,  and  in  all  of  which  he  excelled.  In  his 
nuHmen,  the  gentleman  and  the  scholar  were  gracefully  and  happily  blended. 
Among  other  branches  of  knowledge,  he  appeared  to*  have  been  familiarly 
acqaainted  with  the  law  of  tithes ;  but,  tumihg  his  mind  too  eagerly  to  sacred 
critldsm,  he  undertook  to  vindicate  the  controverted  text,  1  John  v.  7  •  <uid 
met  with  ftowtrfia  antagonists  in  GfUsbach,  Porson,  Marsh,  «nd  Pi^pel- 

I.  ■  »ti  Moun,  lim^^y'ht^  pn)t«dlbbf  a  little  useMlo^he  wo^d^ 
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btviog  mtdbeA  *  dmt  attntkn  «f  ImimA  mm  to  cIm  MAS.  nffiUpliiin,  to 
Uie  Vdaian  readiiigt,  and  the  MSS.  at  Bcdin,  &&  Miatiw  to  tlw  miImb. 
Mtf  of  tfiopwtenttwtofthoQiogktetUmwit  Aftor  a  vvry  ihott  mmn, 
bs  died  at  Hampttcad,  wbithcr  be  bad  mnofad  finr  the  bapefi(  of  the  ak, 
Febniaiy  24, 1797- 

Dm.  Jovir  Hayoaktb  waaboro  at  Oandale,  a  letiied  ^tSkf  of  Voifc. 
fbiw,  in  1740.  iiVct  a  gjDod  elaeaUal  educatloD  at  the  gnasiar  achool  of 
Sedbprgb,  be  proceeded  to  St.  Johtr*!  coDege,  Cambiidgei  and  took  Ae  de. 
free  of  Af  .B.  in  1^69.  He  eoon  after  lettlad  at  Chester,  where  &r  thirty.«ie 
yean  he  enjoyed  an  eztenai? e  practioo,  and  moet  ab)y  diecbarged  the  dntiet  of 
phyiician  to  the  Infirmary  of  tbia  dty,  being  elected  to  tbat<ffiae  in  1797, 
and  retiring  in  1788,  when  he  was  saeeeeded  by  Dr.  ThacMmy,  who  ffiled 
the  situation  until  the  year  i837«  with  distiagtUsbed  ssal  and  abOilir,  and 
who  still  oontinuss  to  benefit  mankind,  pot  only  in  his  aateiM|vtp«MBti0e»  but 
also  as  the  promoter  and  patron  of  every  poitnit  which  has  ftr  Us  obieat  the 
public  good.'    Fvon  Chester  Dr*  ^H^garth  rsBDOved  %>  Bath*  where  he 

*  Pr.  Tbsckeimr  hu  been  9iie  of  the  mcwt  extensifc  plaatwf  of  timber  in  ihif 
4Utrict.  He  cammeoccd  this  fafourite  pttnuit  somewhat  more  than  twenty-Ave  yean 
ago,  and  the  following  table  will  exhibit  the  extent  of  bis  labours  in  socceasiTo  yean 
tloook  iritb  the  eovory  frhere  he  hat  pisnted  ;^ 

1804  and  1805 Denbighshire 22 

....Merionethshire 24 

1805tol806 Denbighshire 9 

MerionetbshiFS 9 

1806aadl8a7 Denbighsbiic. tf 

ICerioaethshife. 86 

1«7  and  1806 Denbighshire 44 

1806  and  1609. Denbighshire 7 

Merionethshiie. 2 

1809andl810 Denblgbshins 4d 

• Merionethshire 52 

1810  and  1811 Denbighshire 7$    9 

Merionethshire 21 

1811  and  1812 Denbighshire 3 

1812  and  1813 Merionethshire 6 

1813  and  1814 Denbighshire 4 

Merionethshire......  4 

1814  and  1816 Flintshire 183 

1818andl819 Denhtghshise 76 

Ia66andl628 Denbigbsbiie ffi 

1890aodl831 Dsnbigbab4l? '  7<^ 

Pc.  T4Mc^e»r  see m«  to  hare  sdoateil  the  f^rtft  oplni^a  (bat  sb^rlciiltniate  the 
foan^ation  of  national  wealth  and  independence,  apd  the  source  pfindiTidiislf  rotpe- 
rity  and  riches.  Since  the  denudation  of  the  cliA  of  Cambriii*  b>  Edward  I.  fbrthe 
anrpoee  of  iab}asation--tbe  tobseqiient  ^eftmcttao  in  tlw  var  aJr- iOlfndWr;  mi4  Ike 
veceifitf  there  ▼at  of  lessening  eren  thereoMiia^ec  fif  the  wftadfw  f»ofpk  thf  f lifHof  $h« 
afbrded  to  the  perturbed  spirits  which  the  ac^e^sion  of  Henry  Yll.  a^  the  conteqaeat 
cloee  of  (he  wars  of  Yorlc  and  I^aneaeter,  (et loose dpon the covatry~.|ittie hMbeen 
AOM  till  wUhl9  ib9leiMblftvyeanfprthe«f«qrs|^.of  herl^rtiia.  A  epiitiofefMrt 
fnd  ratispal  ysffu^ness  is  now,  however  hspmly  ^rva^^^y  ^he  frPitiftoj^  ofcmtes  ia 
the  neightenring  principality,  and  dtstlngaished  among  these  ti  Or.  Thackeray.  Oier 
aiid  above  «  m^  dent  of  kedse-rofi  iriaatiog^  InooontUi  laltebMe  of  ancb  oimnieiM*. 
npitfX^  Of  ^f^^MHhi^  fM«^F^  fcrsi  fif  coyeietf  vitb  trtfii  m  wlMlwasMKi 
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snccessfnlly  eroHotted  Ub  pnifewUm  so  long  m  hk  healtib  wonld  allow ;  and 
where  he  foUowed  up  that  oourse  of  active  benevolence  which  he  had  com- 
menced in  eailj  life.  To  him  the  whole  kingdom  is  indebted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  plan  for  separating  fever  eases  from  their  more  imme^iftt^y 
connexion  with  pnblic  hospitals,  or  for  the  establishment  of  what  are  called 
fever  wards.*  This  improvement  was  carried  into  effect  M  his  recommenda- 
tion, and  in  conjanetion  with  his  colleague,  Dr,  Coirle,  at  the  Chester  infir- 
mary, in  1788  i  and  its  utllitj  became  so  generally  appreciated  by  the  mediod 
profession,  that  ihe  plan  was  immediately  adopted  in  other  hospitals,  and  is 
now  become  universaL  Dr.  Lettsom,  in  his  ^^  Hints  designed  to  promote 
Benefieenoe,  Temperance,  and  Medical  Science,"  speaks  in  the  highest  terms 
of  this,  and  Dr.  Uaygarth*s  other  exertions.  His  remarks  are  these :— ''  In 
reflecting  upon  the  importance  of  the  object  which  Dr.  Haygarth  has  happily 
effected,  of  stopping  the  progress  of  infectious  fevers,  by  a  plan  equally  simple 
and  efficacious,  the  mind  dwdls  with  pleasure  in  witnessing  the  influence  of 
philanthropy,  directed  by  mescal  science,  in  snatching  victims  of  contagion 
from  the  ddLeterious  air  of  an  infected  chamber,  and  in  preserving  whole  fa- 
milies, with  the  friendly  visitors,  from  the  insidious  poison  ceady  to  invade 
every  age  and  rank,  and  to  spread  disease  and  death  among  the  4»mmunity. 
In  arresting  and  subduing  two  poisons  j(the  small  pox  and  fever)  the  most 
fiital  to  the  human  race,  in  pamphlets,— in  unveiling  impostors  clothed  in 
the  meretricious  garb  of  bold  quackery  (in  his  tract  on  metallic  tractors)— the 
philanthropic  physidan  justly  acquires  .the  approbation  of ,«  grateful  public, 
and  with  a  mind  consdons  of  having  .deserved  it,  is  truly  rich  in  its  own 
reward,  as  his  own  sentiments  testify.^  To  him  also  mankind  .are  indebted 
for  an  investigation  of  the  nature,  causes,  and  prevention  ofcontagion^  derived 
from  philosopUcal  *  piindples.  The  fads  which  he  ascertained  by  a  patient 
examination  ^of  this  subject,  led  to  the  formation  ci  his  ^';Rules  of  Saf^y,*^ 
the  value  of  which  have  been  proved,  wherever  they  have  been  adopted.  The 
medical  .works  of  Dr.  Haygarth  are  numerous,  and  highly  valued  by  the 
puUlc,  and  particularly  by  the  profession.  But  the  energy  of  Dr.  Haygarih's 
mind  was  not  confined  to  his  professional  duties.  tHis  active  benevolence  in 
inomoting  the  education  and  increasing  comforts  of  the  poor  are  well  known. 
His  endeavours  upon  the  former  point  while  residing  at  Chester  are  recorded 
in  «^  A  letter  addressed  to  Bishop  Portens,'*  8vo.  1812,  in  which  he  also  calk 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  state  of  the  free  sehpote  in  the  north  of  £ng^ 

waste  land,  of  little  or  no  value,  lying  In  detached  picceMn  PH»itthlre,DcBbigb«hi re, 
and  If  erioncthtbire.  in  addition  to  the  care  of  good  planting  and  good  fencingi  to  pre- 
serve them.  Dr.  T.  has  bad  his  trees  annually  pruned  and  thinned.  This  work  of  thin- 
ning and  pruning  demands  a  skilful,  and  if  possible,  a  master's  hand,  and  ii  found  to 
improve  the  growth  and  qualltr  «f  timber.  Dr.  Thackeray  has  been  honoured  with 
/three  gold  medals  by  the  society  for  the.encooragement  of  art;,  manufactures  and  com- 
merce; but  his  greatest  pleasure  must  arise  from  his  knowing,  that  be  has  improved 
and  decorated  a  large  district  of  country,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  an  liumoase  fortime 
for  the  future  poaseasor  of  the  estates  he  has  so  well  husbanded. 

*  The  late  excellent  Dr.  Percival  in  his  Medical  Ethics,  bean  hon<nriPBblt'1«ttl- 
sBony  to  this  important  fact  in  the  following  handsome  terms : — **  The  establishment 
of  fever>wards  was  proposed  in  1774,  and  a  few  years  afterwards  carried  into  complete 
execution  by  my  excellent  and  truly  philanthropic  flriend,  Dr.  Haygarth  f^Vhoie  life  has 
4»een  actively  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  science,  the  improvement  ofTiis  proftsfion, 
and  the  general  good  of  mankind.*' 
VOL.  II.  Z  Z 
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land  s  tnd  Aom  the  enneHMM  with  which  h«  ww  wont  «o  adlieit  the 
iDterfcKDoe  of  his  pvliamentaiy  fticnd*,  hoiM  doaht  onntribatad  in  a  gmt 
degree  to  the  Uie  inquiiy  which  the  luglriatuw  have  canied  into 
effect  with  regard  to  tlie  endowed  achools  of  Che  kingdom  in  genetaL  Hw 
desire  to  benefit  the  oommanity  was  also  sliewn  in  the  ooBspicuoas  part  he 
took  in  the  formation  of  sanrings  hanks,  one  of  which  was  established  at  Bath, 
under  his  immediate  superintendance.  Thnmghout  his  life,  Dr.  Hajgsrth 
oultiTated  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  those  who  in  any  way  contributed 
to  the  promotion  of  benevolent  or  sdeatific  objects,  and  thus  liis  name  is  asso. 
dated  with  some  of  the  most  estimable  diaracten  of  the  d»y.  Among  his 
friends,  well  known  for  their  intellectual  endowments  or  moral  Irorth,  we  may 
notice  liis  kinsman,  Mr.  John  Dawson,  of  8edbcrgh,4ht  celebrated matbe* 
matidant  Dr.  Perdval,  Dr.  Aikin,  and  Dr.  Falconer,  of  Bath.  In  bis 
retirement  fiom  the  active  duties  of  his  profession.  Dr.  H.  became  a  consi- 
derable planter  on. a  patrimonial  estate  in  his  native  dale,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  which  he  ever  preserved  a  strong  attachment.  With  respect  to  the  religious 
opinions  of  this  respected  individual,  we  find  that  after  thus  devoting  his 
days  to  the  interests  of  humanity,  he  built  his  hopes  in  another  world  (as  the 
benevolent  Howard  had  done)  not  on  his  own  merits,  but  on  the  merits  of  his 
Saviour.  He  died  on  the  10th  of  June,  1827,  at  Lambridge-house,  near 
Bath,  aged  67* 

TaoxAS  Harrisov,  £8a.-->Although  this  celebrated  architect  is  not 
a  native  of  Chester,  yet  his  long  residence  here,  and  the  numerous  monu- 
ments to  his  fame  which  the  dty  exhibits,  entitle  him  to  particular  notice. 
Mr.  Harrison  was  born  at  Richmond,  in  Yorkshire,  in  the  year  1744,  and, 
having  shewn  a  taste  fbr  drawing,  went  to  Rome,  under  Uie  patronage  of 
Lord  Dundas,  about  i7(S9.  He  icnudned  there  several  yean  engaged  in  the 
■tudy  of  ardiitecture,  and  made  some  designs  fisr  the  embellishment  of  the 
square  of  Santo  Maria  del  Popob ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  had  the 
honour  oi  receiving  from  the  hands  of  Pope  Ganganelli,  a  gold  and  silver 
medal,  and  was  also  made  a  member  of  the  academy  of  St  Luke,  by  an  espe- 
dal  order  for  that  purpose.  Of  this  transaction  the  following  particulsra 
(being  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Rome,  dated  June  23,  1773,  and  afterwards 
printed)  are  not  only  illustrative  of  Mr.  Harrison's  merits,  but  also  shew  a 
gnat  condescension  in  his  HoUness,  and  likewise  his  love  of  justice  towards 
an  English  artist.  «'  Mr.  Thomas  Harrison,  an  English  student  in  architec 
ture,  having  contested  for  a  premium  that  was  to  be  given  by  the  academy  of 
St.  Luke,  and  thinUng  injustice  had  been  done  him  in  the  distribution  of  the 
premiums,  applied  to  the  pope,  requesting  permission  that  when  the  drawings 
that  had  obtained  the  premiums,  were  exhibited  in  the  capitol,  his  likewise 
might  be  placed  there,  in  order  that  the  public  might  dedde  on  the  merits  of 
the  respective  performances.  The  pope,  who  is  ever  ready  to  acts  of  justice, 
gave  the  necessary  orders,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  public  were  of 
one  voice  in  favour  of  Mr.  Harrison,  which  the  popebdng  informed  of,  was 
gmdously  pleased  to  admit  him  to  an  audience,  and,  on  seeing  his  drawing, 
presented  him  with  two  medals,  the  one  of  gold,  the  other  of  silver ;  and 
being  convboed  of  the  injustice  the  academy  had  done  him,  was  pleased  by 
the  following  rescript,  to  direct  the  said  academy  to  dect  him  a  member 
thereof:..'  The  public  having  joined  in  an  universal  approbation  of  the 
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dnwing  df  ThomM  Haifiaon,  the  IfogUsh  ardiiteet,  exhibited  in  the  capitol 
on  the  dcotfioiki  of  the  late  contest,  and  his  Holiness  being  desiious  of  giving 
Mr.  HanisoD  a  testimony  of  Ms  ajiprobationy  orders  the  prince  of  St  Luke's 
academj  to  elect  the  said  Thomas  Harrison  an  academic  of  merit  in  the  said 
academy,*— which  commands  of  the  pope  were  immediately  complied  with« 
to  the  universal  satisfSKtioo  of  every  impartial  and  disinterested  judge.'* 
Upon  leaving  Rome,  Mr*  Harrison  travelled  through  part  of  Itkly  and 
France,  and  returned  to  England  in  1776,  where  he  was  soon  after  engaged 
fn  bntiding  a  bridge  over  the  Lune,  at  Lancaster,  consisting  of  five  arches, 
being  the  first  level-bridge  constructed  in  this  country.  Having  settled  at 
Lancaster,  he  designed  and  executed  the  extensive  improvements  and  aksm- 
tioDs  to  thecastleof  that  place;*  and  afterwards  gahied  a  premium,  and  was 
appointed  architect  for  re-building  the  gaol  and  county  courts  at  Chester. 
This  bnUding,  which  is  in  the  Gfedan  style  of  architecture^  is  noticed  in  the 
fi>Uowing  manner  by  the  celebrated  M.  Dupin,  in  his  account  of  England  i-« 
**  The  sessions-house  and  the  panoptic  prison  of  Chester  are  united  in  the 
same  building,  which,  most  assuredly,  is  the  handsomest  of  this  kind  that  is 
to  be  seen  in  Europe.  The  interior  anangements  are  well  contrived,  and 
bespeak  much  regaid  for  humanity  ;  the  architecture  is  equally  simple  and 
majestic."  The  armoury  and  the  ezchequer.buildings  which  form  the  wings 
of  the  superb  county  hall,  at  Chester,  and  also  the  chaste  and  unexampled 
propylea,  or  gateway  before  it,  were  built  after  designs  furnished  by  Mr* 
Harrison ;  and  the  new  bridge  across  the  Dee,  now  in  progress,  foimed  of  one 
arch  of  900  feet  span,  is  also  from  his  design.  This  extraordinary  piece  of 
architecture,  when  completed,  will  have  no  paralH  in  Europe,  the  largest 
aidi  known  to  exist,  being  25  fieet  span  below  its  dimensions.  In  short,  it 
is  to  his  fertile  genius  Chester  is  indebted  for  all  those  splendid  improvements 
in  tlie  immediate  vicinage  of  the  castle.  In  the  report  ot  the  deputation  ftom 
the  dty  of  London,  appofaited  to  vIsH  the  principal  gaols  of  England,  for  tho 
purpose  of  improving  those  of  the  metropolis,  the  gaol  of  the  county  of  Chester^ 
is  distinguidied  as  «« in  every  respect,  one  of  the  best  eoDStxueted  gaols  in  the 
kingdom."  The  deputation  consisted  oi  four  aldermen,  accompanied  by  the 
town  derk,  and  Mr.  Danes,  the  dty  ardiltect ;  their  report  has  since  been  pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  court  of  aldermen,  and  presented  to  the  different  oountieB, 
the  gads  of  which  they  vbited.  The  fdlowfaig  encomium  by  the  cdebrated 
JEUduod  Cumberland,  (Observer,  voL  iv.  p.  18.)  written  40  or  50  years  ago* 
is  a  flattering  testhnonial  of  the  high  repute  in  which  Mr.  Harrison  was  then 
held,  and  which  may  be  apositdy  quoted  on  the  present  occasion :— ^^^  I  re- 
serve the  mention  of  her  (England's)  architects,  as  a  separate  dass,  that  I 
may  fior  once  break  in  upon  the  general  rule  by  indulging  mysdf  in  a  predic- 
thm  (upon  which  I  am  williog  to  stake  aUmy  credit  with  the  reader)  that 
when  the  modest  genius  of  a  Harrison  shall  be  brought  into  fuller  display, 
England  will  have  to  boast  of  a  native  architect  which  the  bri^tsst  age  of 
Greece  would  glory  to  acknowledge."  England  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Harrison 
for  the  possession  of  those  valuable  antiquities  now  known  by  the  n&iae  of  the 
Elgin  marblesb  When  the  earl  of  Elgin  was  appofaited  ambassador  to  the 
Porte,  in  1799,  Mr.  Harrison,  who  was  at  that  thne  ia  Scotland, 


*  1  hate  Men  an  elegant  poetical  epistle,  highly  complimentarr  to  the  prafet- 
Menalaervket  of  Mr.  UarrisoD,  at  Lancaster,  written  by  Mr.  Bryan  WalUr. 
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«  hoase  for  hUlordtkip,  ■tran^y  reoomnMnded  him  to  endM^onr  ta  procare 
CMts  of  all  the  ramaiiiiiig  toulpture.  Sue.  In  Atbeos,  but  liad  not  the  least  idea: 
of  the  marUea  themielfea  being  lenored.    Sinee  Mr*  HairiaoD  liaa  resided 
in  the  nelghbooilKMMl  of  Cheater,  he  has  been  engaged  in  aeveral  works  of 
fanportanee.    Amongst  othen,  a  Gieelc  Doric  ooliuBny  at  Shrewabiuy,  in 
hononr  of  Lord  Hltt,  and  oneior  the  Marqnia  af  Aoglea^,  erected  near  hie 
hotdMp^  rrsidmce  on  the  Straita  of  Menai;  alao  the  Triumphal  Arch,  at 
IMyhead,  boilt  to  oommemaiate  the  King's  landing  theney  as  well  aa  the 
Jubyee  Tower  upon  Moel  Famma,  to  oommemorale  the  MHh  year  of  George 
UI^    To  whieh  majr  be  added,  the  Lyaenm  and  8t.  Nicbidaa't  Tower,  in 
LiTerpooI ;  and  the  Theatre  and  Exdiange  Bnildinga,  in  Mancheaier,    Mr. 
Harrisen  was  Ukewiae  oonaitlted  in  the  fbmuMlim  of  the  Waterloo-bridge,  for 
which  purpose  he  was  called  up  to  London  $  and  was  said  to  be  the  first 
gentleman  who  proposed  »  grand  quay  on  the  banlB  of  the  Thames,  to  be 
bnat  ftom  Westminster  bridge  to  that  of  Black  Frianv  afkcrwasds  warmly 
adTocated  by  oolonel  Trench  $  although  it  lias  been  said  the  first  projector  of 
this  design  was  Adam  Lee,  t»elongiag  to  tlia  board  of  Works.     Several  years 
sinee,  Mr.  Harrison  was  honoared  with  o  visit  from  count  Woronaow,  for- 
merly ambassador  from  the  court  of  Ruasio  to  England,  who  was  passing 
through  Chester,  and  expressed  much  admiration  of  the  oounty-hall,  gaol, 
and  other  buildings  at  the  castle ;  and  abont  eight  years  since,  he  was  re- 
quested by  the  son  of  the  above,  count  MlehadL  Woransow,  to  deaign  a  palace 
to  be  built  in  the  Ukraine,  upon  the  bonka  of  tlie  Dnieper,  and  a  gateway 
ibr  the  triumphal  entrance  of  the  late  empesor;  and  the  count  cane  to  Ches- 
ter several  thoea  to  see  and  consult  him  respecting  them.    Thisdesi^)*  which 
was  aj^iroved  of  by  count  Woroniow,  ia  in  the  Grecian  style,  and  has  u  raoge 
of  apartments  tm  the  prhieipal  floor,  whioth  fona  u  viata  of  upnrasda  of  600 
ftet  in  length.    A  tower  or  light-house  more  than  lOOIeet  in  height,  for  which 
Mr.  Harrison  made  o  design,  has  been  bulk  by  count  Woransow,.  upqp  an 
emfaMnce  from  whence  St  may  be  seen  ftom  the  Black  Seiw    Besides  Broom- 
hall,  in  FifeshhEo,  tho  residence  of  the  earl  of  £lgin,  Mr.  Uanison  desired 
houses  for  several  gentlsmen  in  Scotland;  amongst  others^  one  for  the  late 
general  Abercrombie,  and  one  Ibr  Mr.  Bruce,  which  ia  thua  uotieed  in  ^ 
John  Shiclahr's  statistiical  account  of  Scotbmd  :~«<  The  only  house  hi  the 
parish  of  Clackmannan  that  deserves  the  name  of  elegant,  is  jnat  now.  iinished 
by  Mr.  Bruce,  of  Kennet,  ftom  a  beautiful  design  of  Mn  Harriaon,  of  Lan- 
caster.   PhMsd  in  one  of  thefinest  situations  thecountry  aiibida.  It  ia  idaa 
bulk  in  u  st^  of  superior  elegance  to  mosi  of  the  houses  to  be  met  with  ia 
Scotland,  and  exhibits  in  all  its  parts  an  equal  attention  to  coBVcnienoe  and 
utility,  OS  it  does  to  elegance  and  taste.*^    In  pdvate  life  Mr*  Hasrison  was 
deservedly  held  hi  high  estimation ;  and  in  fads  pvofesakmal  diasacter  hud  lew 
equida.    He  closed  his  valuable  life  at  his  residence  near  the  Caade,  Cheater, 
on  the  29tfa  of  March,  1829,  aged  85  years,  leavhig  a  widow  and  two 
daughters. 

Orxffitr  Rowlands,  Ssa.  CCommtmieated  &y  Ms  jpuptl,  22eftfrf 
Rob€rt$9  E§q,  mryeon^  Ch§§tmr,)  Mr.  Rowlands  was  bom  at  Llan£sir  issa, 
near  Harlech,  in  the  county  of  Merioneth,  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  1761. 
After  the  usual  school  educatian,  he  was  placed  with  a  surgeon,  at  Liverpool, 
fnmi  whence  he  proceeded  to  London  to  «^  walk?'  St.  BartfaukHBOw's  ttospi- 
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tal;  and  soon  aftnwaidi  bong  kgaUy  qualified,  had  the  good  fiirtuns  ta 
sacceed  to  the  hmiae  migeaBcy.  A  wide  field  of  niedical  aad  aurgical  prac* 
tice  was  tbiia  laid  open  to  him,  and  be  did  not  6til  to  t«ni  to  the  best  account 
the  great  adTantages  it  afforded  bim.  In  shoft*  so  oon^iieiiotta  were  his  ani^ 
dnides  and  skill  in  the  eoBdnet  of  the  diffienlt  duties  entiusted  to  bin»,  as  to 
attract  the  paitieiilar  notice  and  bisting  negard  of  the  medicsl  officers  of  that 
magnifieeBt  institution;  men  pre-eoaineiitly  distinguished  for  theur  spJendid 
abilities  and  extensive  professional  acquirements*  This  honourable  office,  for 
in  those  days  the  appointment  was  obtaheied  by  merit,  rather  than  by  fa?ou*i 
ritism,  or  by  certaia  stipulated  conditions  as  at  present,  he  held  for  the  space 
of  two  years ;  and  then,  as  a  mete  matter  of  speculation,  fixed  upon  Cheafcei 
as  the  theatre  of  his  future  exertions.  This  part  of  his  history  is  involved  in 
some  obscurity  in  refiBvence  to  a  few  points  of  minor  condideration^  to  whether 
he  began  to  practise  upon  his  own  sole  footing  and  responsibility^  or  entered 
into  psTtnership  with  some  better  established  practitioner,  is  a  circumstance 
respecting  which  we  cannot  be  perfectly  clear ;  suffice  it,  however  to  observe, 
whidiever  was  the  esse,  his  success  was  universally  rapid,  although  at  thia 
time  he  had  the  singular  misfortune,  of  being  not  only  a  young^but  withal 
an  unmarried  man.  In  1785  he  was  elected  surgeon  to  the  infirmary,  and 
continued  to  perform  all  the  functions  connected  with  that  situation,  with  the 
utmost  diUgenoe  and  reputation  for  an  uninterrupted  period  of  neady  43 
years.  Daring  this  long  kiterval  of  time  many  were  the  intemsting  cases  that 
ML  under  his  ease ;  several  of  tb«  most  select  of  these  he  published^  and  in 
one  he  has  detailed  his  success  in  the  operaUon  of  sawing  off  the  ends  of  the 
bone  in  a  esse  of  an  nnunttsd  fiwctuie  of  the  &igh»  An  operation  but  then 
newly  suggested,  and  which,  1  believe,  he  had  the  merit  of  b<^ng  the  third 
surgeon  in  fiuiopo  to  undertake.  Mr.  Bowlands  was  a  bold  and  dexterous 
operator,  but  in  his  conclnding  mmarks  upon  this  case,  he  adds,  ^^  Though 
I  have  several  times  performed  all  of  the  principal  operations  that  occur  in 
sttigety,  and  vary  often  many  of  them^  I  oonfoss  thia  for  surpassed  any  thing 
I  had  ever  undertaken  or  witnesaed,  I  am  doubtful  as  to  the  propriety  of 
leeommeoding  it  to  be  done  by  othen«"  Nevertheless  he  pcrfonned  the  same 
operation  a  second  timc^  a.  few  months  only  before  his  death ;  but,  though 
most  foiriy  completed,  by  reaaon  of  the  constitutional  peculiarity,  of  the  pa* 
tient,  no  mdon  of  the  broken  boooloUQwed*  He  ahm  gave  in  the  Medico* 
Physical  Transactions  of  London,  (a  periodical  to  which  he  contributed  in 
earlier  days)  a  description  of  a  retraetor  and  saw^^  of  his  own  invention ; 
indeed  Ida  machaiiifml  iogeauity  in  devising  wi^^  and  mesas  to  assist  the 
inefficient  raio^iosi  of  naiute^  was  very  GoasidaraUe,.and in numenNiain* 
pBovcd  sKtiamflly  satisfactory  in  ita  appUcatioa*.  He  wasa  liberal 
of  every  bcunrcfent  achemo  for  tha-publlA  good*  It  was  with  him 
that  the  pbn  ef  the  Chester  Lying*in Charity,  origfamtedin  1708;  and  by 
his  alila  illuatntions  of  the  utility  of  such  an  institution  a  sufficient  fund  was 
fsisedforestabUdiing  the  present  charity,  which  has  ever  shice  been  supported 
by  the  voinntary  eontriimtiona  of  the  ladies  of  Chester  and  neighbourhood. 
Ho  waa^pointsd  atrgani^  and  for  many  years  reKwiinod  the  sole  superintend- 
ing aooBocheniw  In  the  exorriao  of  his  profesriooal  duties^  when  hurried  by 
a  pnssof  engagements  ho  was  rather  irritable;  and  gcsoerally  qiealtiagyStem  in 
his  external  dmeaaonr ^both  in  his  public  and  prif  ate  capacitf  9  »tf  the  pllp^0 
in  attendance,  as  well  as  to  those  hi  authority  under  him ;  yet,  it  is  deiervfaig 
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of  record,  that  in  reality  he  was  invariably  kind  and  communicative  to  the 
enquiring  and  paina-taking  itudent.  Apart  ftom  the  beda  of  the  patients,  he 
would  readily  dilate  on  any  iubject  required,  in  a  manner  which  it  would  be 
wen  if  the  phytidana  and  snrgeona  of  provincial  hoapitala  would  mote  fie- 
queatly  imitate.  It  were  needless  to  expatiate  more  fully  on  his  abilities  ar 
a  surgeon,  when  the  benefiu  he  conferred  thereby  are  still  green  in  the  memory 
of  hundreds,  and  when  it  is  home  in  mind  that  the'prond  pre-eminence  whidi 
he  obtained  almost  at  the  commencement  cf  his  career  was  never  forfeited 
throughout  the  course  of  a  long  professbnal  life.  To  an  address  pecnliary 
pleasing,  from  a  happy  combination  of  the  Swaviitr  im  morfo,  with  the  For- 
tHu  in  re  j  of  respectfulness  and  ease,  with  a  dignity  and  gravity  of  deport-^ 
ment  which  so  admirably  fitted  him  for  die  healing  art,  were  united  a  quick- 
ness of  penetration,  a  discriminating  judgeownl,  and  above  all,  an  int^rity  of 
character  which  secured  for  him  general  respect,  oanfidenee  and  esteem.  He 
was  subject  to  occasional  severe  attacks  of  gout,  but  his  extremely  temperate 
habits  enabled  him  to  continae  to  practise  until  a  few  days  of  hia  deeesse, 
which  occurred  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  1828,  leaving  a  widow,  and  a 
family  by  a  former  marriage,  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  to  deplore  his- 
loss. 

Damikl  Orbed,  an  eminent  surgeon,  was  a  native  of  this  county,  and 
a  practitioner  in  Chester  for  upwards  of  sixty  yean.  He  entered  the  proxies- 
sion  under  the  pupilage  of  a  Mr.  Cotgreave ;  and  after  a  short  absence  in  the 
metropolis,  commenced  practice  in  this  city.  In  the  year  1770,  hewaa 
elected  a  surgeon  of  our  Infirmary,  an  ofilce  which  he  sustained  for  a  great 
number  of  yean  with  extensive  advantage  to  the  institution  and  cndit  t» 
himself.  Mr.  Orred  was  always  esteemed  a  bold  and  successful  operator, 
and  in  this  line  of  his  profession  obtamed  high  celebrity.  When  the  late  Sir 
Astley  Ckwper  paid  a  visit  to  Chester,  he  called  upon  Mr.  Orred,  with  whom 
he  had  an  interview,  and  afterwards  remarked  to  a  physician  who  had  aeoom' 
panied  him,  ^'  that  he  was  a  man  of  no  ordinary  talent.**  In  the  latter  years 
of  hislife,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  eccentricity  in  hia  character ;  he  uiaa«ed  i^ 
large  fortune,  the  bulk  of  which  descended  to  his  nephew,  a  solicitor  of  Li« 
verpooL  He  died  in  the  month  of  June,  1896,  aged  85,  and  was  interred  at 
Bebbhigton,  in  Wirral,  where  he  had  purchased  a  good  deal  of  property. 

S.  FreemaK,  a  surgeon  of  repute  in  the  city,  was  a  native  of  HdUin*s 
Qreen,  in  lianciAhire,  where  he  was  bom  in  1758 ;  and  having  received  a 
suitable  education,  at  a  proper  age,  was  articled  as  a  surgeony  to  Mr.  Oired. 
After  a  residence  for  a  short  thne  in  London,  he  chose  Chester  as  the  theatre 
of  hia  professional  pursuits,  where  he  obtained  an  extensive  and  respeetaUe 
practice.  On  the  23rd  of  October,  17879  he  was  chosen  a  ansgeon  in  oar 
Infirmary,  an  appointment  which  he  held  tiU  the  17th  of  June,  1806,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  Mr.  Bagnall,  who  was  unanimously  elected 
July  8,  in  the  same  year.  Mr.  Freeman  was  scn^ulonsly  attentive  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  institution,  which  he  served  with  strict  fiddity,  and  was 
no  less  prompt  and  punctual  in  all  his  professional  engagementa.  He  retired 
from  practice  several  yean  before  his  demise,  which  happened  oo  the  19th  ai 
February,  1829,  and  was  faiterred  at  his  native  village  in  LancMhiie. 
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In  the  lives  of  great  and  good  men,  wherever  they  have  had  their  local 
habitation,  there  is  much  to  instruct  and  benefit  mankind  ;  and  the  esteem  in 
which  their  acquirements  and  virtues  are  held,  is  a  sufficient  stimulation  to 
excite  imitation.  0(  this  class  are  the  few  individuals,  whose  portraitures 
axe  above  sketched.  The  notices  following  have  reference  to  a  different  de- 
scription of  persons,  whom  1  have  denominated  eccentrica,  and  whose  charac- 
ter, though  distinguished  by  a  paucity  of  intellect,  afford  traits  for  innocent 
amusement :  they  are  moreover  individuals  who  have  been,  or  are,  well  known 
in  the  dty  by  the  present  generation,  and  such  as  have  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  harmless  mirth  of  thousands. 

JoHKNT  HtTXLET,  an  Inoffensive  idiot,  though  not  a  resident,  was,  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life  a  constant  visitor  in  Chester ;  scarcely  a  day 
passed  that  he  did  come  from  his  hut  at  Figdale,  near  Eaton  Hall,  to  pay  his 
respects  to  his  frieods  at  the  Gross,  near  which  place  he  was  mostly  to  be  seen. 
Seated  npon  a  bench,  he  would  frequently  amuse  his  auditory  with  singing  a 
favourite  hunting  song,  accompanying  himself  upon  a  child's  fiddle.    His 
-figure  was  stout,  and  stature  rather  above  the  middle  size,  his  countenance 
heavy,  with  fi  projecting  under  lip.    He  dressed  in  a  slouched  hat,  tied  under 
his  chin,  in  which  was  generally  a  paper  cockade  of  blue  and  yellow ;  a 
"bushy  wig  was  seen  beneath  his  hat  resting  upon  his  back.    His  coat  was  an 
old  Eaton  livery  one,  long,  and  buckled  round  the  waist.    His  legs  were 
encompassed  with  haybands,  and  such  a  penchant  had  he  for  these  latter 
embellishments  of  his  person,  that  when  he  had  a  pair  of  boots  given  to  him, 
and  which  he  had  a  great  liking  for,  he  would  cut  off  the  feet  and  tie  on  the 
legs  with  hay-bands.    In  his  hand,  in  addition  to  his  fiddle,  he  used  to  carry 
thongs  and  waxed  ends,  levying  a  tax  of  these  articles  upon  most  of  the  sad- 
len  and  shoe-makers,  whose  shops  he  passed  in  his  perambulations  through 
the  city.    Many  eccentric  stories  are  told  of  him,  among  which  are  the  fol- 
lowing: — ^On  his  return  home  one  winter's  night,  about  nine  o'clock,  he  met 
near  Eodeston,  a  person  whom  he  knew  from  Chester ;  accosting  him,  he  en- 
•quired  whether  he  was  going  to  town,  and  being  answered  in  the  afiirmative, 
be  said  '« I  wHl  go  too,  for  I  bought  a  half-penny  worth  of  toffee  from  a 
^oman  in  shoe-maker's-row,  to-day,  which  was  so  good  that  I  will  go  for 
another,  and  keep  you  company  ;*'  nor  would  all  the  persuasion  and  entreaty 
io  the  contrary  avail,  Johnny  would  go  for  the  toffee,  but  alas  I  it  was  too 
late,  the  woman  was  gone  to  bed,  and  he  had  to  trudge  home  at  midnight 
alone,  and  without  his  relish.    Another  story  is  equally  whimsical.    Living 
as  he  did  in  the  country,  he  heard  much  of  setting  and  getting  potatoes, 
which  he  determined  to  do  as  well  as  his  neighbours,  but  having  no  land  out 
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of  doon  he  took  up  the  floor  of  hU  house  at  night,  and  set  the  ground  orer 
with  them,  and  in  the  morning  he  got  them  up,  declaring,  *«  he  had  a  most 
excellent  crop." — His  name  will  be  long  mentioned  among  the  eccentricities 
of  our  city,  and  none  of  them  will  be  associated  with  more  reallj  good  feelmg ; 
for  during  a  long  life  which  he  spent  in  and  about  the  dty,  never  was  a  vice 
laid  to  his  charge,  or  recollected  to  the  prejudice  of  his  memory,  and  nothing 
could  more  justly  pourtray  his  character  than  the  verse  upon  his  tomb-stcme, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  written  by  the  late  Earl  Orosvenor,  with  whom  he 
was  a  great  favourite  ;  it  was  as  follows :— . 

*'  Poor  Jack  I  be  lies  beneath  this  rood, 

And  sure  he  muat  be  bleit, 
For  if  he  could  do  nothing  good. 

He  meant  to  do  bia  best. 
Think  on  FouraeWes,  ye  guilty  throng. 
Who,  knowing  what  ic  right,  do  wrong. 

He  died  on  the  12th  of  September,    1798,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age, 
and  lies  in  the  church-yard  of  Eccleston. 

Thomas  Wai.ke&,  better  known  as  Tommy  Walker,  was  a  native  of 
tlUs  chy,  and  re^ectably  connected.  He  was  a  venerable  looking  blind  man, 
who  some  thirty  or  forty  years  since  was  a  most  remarkable  character  within 
our  walls.  He  paraded  the  streets  with  a  pole  in  his  hand  as  tall  as  himself, 
and  without  even  a  dog  to  guide  him,  so  well  did  he  know,  not  only  the 
atieets,  but  the  residence  of  most  of  the  inhabitants.  Suspended  before  him 
he  had  a  square  shallow  box,  on  the  front  of  which  was  printed  in  large 
capitals  "  btome  blikd.**  Issuing  out  of  this  box,  and  placed  against 
his  breast,  was  a  sort  of  sign  board,  on  which  was  written,  ^'  drcttlaling  library 
of  new  books,  lent  out  at  Id.  per  night**  Within  the  box  was  his  stock  in 
trade ;  consisting  of  the  '^  new  books**  advertised  above,  the  titles  of  which 
were  to  be  seen  within,  above  and  below  the  box,  and  which  he  repeated  as 
he  walked  along  in  an  audible  voice.  Many  are  now  living  who  remember 
his  oft-told  tale  of  '^  No  gnimbling**^''  The  wife*8  GomplAint**^''  Two  of  a 
trade  can  never  agree**— *'  No  more  sops  in  the  pan*' — ^^  The  ahepherd*s  ho- 
liday*'—.«'  The  honest  lawyer's  prayer,*'  &c.  &c  The  papers  bearing  these 
titles  were  of  the  most  amusing  description,  and  generally  founded  upon  some 
incident  connected  either  with  himself,  or  the  city.  To  some  of  the  trades- 
men he  was  a  vast  annoyance,  as  he  did  not  fail,  as  he  passed  by  their  shops, 
to  quote  some  one  or  other  of  the  above  laeonies  most  applicable  to  the  grudge 
he  owed  the  shopkeepos.  To  sui^  a  pitch  did  he  carry  this  with  the  late 
Aldenaan  Broster,  that  when  the  worthy  alderman  was  mayor,  he  attempted 
to  put  down  poor  Tommy,  by  declaring  him  a  nuisance !  In  addition  to  the 
variotts  works  he  had  for  sale,  his  own  full-length  portrait  was  a  prominent 
commodity ;  one  of  these  the  author  has  lately  seen,  from  which,  and  other 
resources,  the  above  piHwre  of  him  is  drawn  ;  but  as  it  may  be  better  to  let 
Tommy  give  a  short  account  of  hhnself,  I  will  transcribe  his  own  tale,  which 
is  appoided  to  his  portrait — it  runs  as  foUows  : — 

<«  Thomas  Walker  was  bom  in  Chester,  the  9th  September,  1737*  and 
followed  the  ocenpation  of  a  tailor,  till  1759.  He  then  entered  into  Earl 
Grosvenor's  company  when  the  Cheshire  Militia  was  first  raised,  and  aoquiu 
ted  hknsdf  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  officers ;  but,  unfortunately,  in  1783,  in 
his  own  defence,  he  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye,  whic^  in  six  weeks,  deprived 
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him  of  the  other.  Since  that  time  he  has  had  recourse  to  selllog  baUads, 
tales,  &C.  He  is  the  person  who  disposes  of  this  portrait,  from  whom  you  hear 
—No  O&UMBLiKO."  By  these  means  he  obtained  a  tolerably  good  living 
Bntil  his  death,  which  was  an  untimely  one,  being  drowned  In  the  Dee,  near 
to  the  bridge,  having,  as  was  supposed,  mistaken  his  way,  and  fallen  over  the 
low  wall  now  standing  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Dee 
Mills  to  the  Groves.  This  accident  happened  about  thirty  years  ago,  when 
he  was  probably  near  80  years  of  ag^ 

AIrs.  Birch.— a  respectable  female,  whose  intellects  were  disordered, 
was,  about  thirty  years  since,  a  most  noisy  personage  in  the  streets,  decrying 
«« the  Church,"  «« the  Dean  and  Chapter,"  «'  Peploe  Ward,"  and  «« Masde 
Taylor,"  intermixing  her  ezcUmations  with  «'  Golgotha,"  ^«  Rotten  sculls  and 
bones,"  and  such  like  expressions,  to  the  great  terror  of  children  and  amase. 
ment  of  grown  people.  Her  dress  and  appearance  were  always  dean,  havhig 
a  sufficiency  for.  her  maintenance ;  she  lodged  with  a  person  in  Crane-street, 
where  she  died. 

Sakuel  Grice,  a  dwarf-like  individual,  well  known  to  every  native  liv- 
ing in  his  day,  not  more  for  the  singularity  of  his  appearance,  than  his  good- 
humoured  inoffensiveness.  He  was  the  son  of  a  chimney-sweeper.  In  his 
infancy,  it  is  said,  he  was  what  is  termed,  rickety,  and  hence  the  evident  de«. 
formity  of  his  limbs,  and  the  paddering  of  his  walk.  He  wa»  not  bred  to  any 
trade,  being  unfit  for  one,  but  in  his  early  Ufe  he  filled  up  his  time  with  nurs- 
ing  the  children  of  his  relations  and  their  neighbours.  Cow-lane  and  Oont- 
stacks  were  the  scene  of  all  his  labours,  living  during  a  very  long  life 
either  with  one  relative  or  another  in  those  neighbourhoods.  His  appearance, 
as  has  been  observed,  was  singular,  which  peculiarity  arose  from  his  always 
wearing  clothes  much  too  large  for  him.  He  made  a  constant  practice  of 
begging  his  wearing  apparel,  and  when  told  by  any  person  that  the  garment 
he  solicited  would  not  fit  him,  his  reply  would  be, «« 1*11  make  it  do  if  you'll 
give  it  me ;"  and  so  he  did,  for  if  he  had  a  coat  given  to  him  by  a  man  ever 
so  large,  Sanmiy  '^  made  it  do,"  and  wore  it.  The  breeches  of  a  small  man 
were  tramier$  upon  Sanmiy,  in  which,  with  a  kmg  coat,  a  large  pair  of  shoes, 
and  a  hat  that  would  fit  a  caput  mudi  greater  than  his  own,  did  he  figure 
away,  considering  himself  as  smart  as  any  beau.  To  such  a  pitch  did  he 
carry  his  begging  and  wearing  clothes,  that  he  had  in  use  an  old  scariet  hunt- 
ing coat  of  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn's,  and  a  large  dragoon  helmet  at  the  same  time, 
and  perhaps  at  no  period  did  he  appear  more  grotesque,  nor  was  he  at  any 
time  more  proud  of  his  dress,  though  he  afterwards  sliewed  great  partiality 
to  a  clerical  hat,  which  he  mounted  on  dismissing  the^  helmet.  He  was  par. 
ticularly  gratified  on  it  being  proposad  to  him  to  sit  fin  hislikeness,  and  when 
that  was  done,  and  it  was  exposed  in  the  shop  windows,  he  was  delighted  to 
talk  of  it.  He  is  represented  with  a  bag  in  his  hand,  which,  during  the  lat- 
ter years  of  his  life  he  always  carried,  for  the  double  purpose  of  canying 
venUp^  (made  by  his  brother)  to  sell  to  the  brewers,  and  afterwards  of  tak*. 
ing  home  any  little  eatables  he  might  meet  with  «n  his  way.  He  was  partU 
ciUarly  good-humoured,  but  when  wantonly  teased,  he  would  throw  back  his 
little  stick  with  all  the  violence  he  was  master  of,  though  a  blow  from  him 
would  scarcely  have  been  felt  by  a  child,  so  enfeebled  and  like  one  was  he 
VOL.  II.  3  A 
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himself.  ChflUren  of  a  larger  growth  would  somethnes  offer  coarse  jokes  to 
him,  which  he  met  by  a  retort  not  at  all  feUshing  to  the  offender,  and  which, 
in  most  cases,  prevented  a  repetition  of  them.  He  constantly  attended  the 
Cathedral  service  on  Sunday,  and  died  on  the  9th  of  March,  1821,  at  the  ad. 
▼anced  age  of  77* — So  long  as  the  present  generation  lives,  will  he  be 
remembered,  and  those  who  may  have  been  fortunate  enou^  to  secure  one 
of  the  likenesses  taken  by  Mr.  C&Ains,  will  have  a  Just  representation  of  the 
fiwe,  make,  figure,  and  true  protiaiture  of  poor  little  Sammy. 

jThe  following  characteristic  Epitaph  was  written  seen  after  his  death  by 
a  son  of  Mr.  Vekables,  of  the  Blue  Coat  School:^ 

SAMMV  GRICfi'S  EPITAPH, 
Who  died  March  9th,  1821,  dged  77- 

'8cap*d  from  a  world  of  ridicule  and  paint, 

This  verdant  copse  o*erlay»  the  brief  remaine 

Of  Samuel  Grice— a  man  of  mach  rMewo, 

Within  the  circle  of  his  native  town. 

Long  of  that  town  was  he  the  current  )est, 

And  school-boys,  stniggled— w/UcJk  could  leaze  him  best. 

His  pigmy  stature,  waddlii^  gait,  and  phiz. 

Oft  fumish'd  laughter  to  the  vacant  quis  i 

Whilst  they,  who  scann'd  him  with  a  feeling  eye, 

PityM  his  harmless  nature,  and  pass*d  by. 

On  Sundays,  in  bis  scarlet  coat  attir'd. 

And  reverend  hat,  by  waggish  folic  admir'd, 

Sure  as  the  Sabbath  came  its  weekly  round. 

At  church  the  harmless  idiot  was  found ; 

When  done,  though  pleased  his  finery  to  view. 

He  reach'd  his  hand  to  welcome  all  he  knew, 

Aad  with  a  smile,  that  spoke  his  welcome  true, 

He*d  gabble  forth.  •'  Well  Sir/  how  do  r  Jkow  do/" 

But,  ah  I  the  nuUe$u  tapUer  death. 

Hath  plac*d  a«eiie.|Mgir*  on  poor  Sammy's  breath. 

And  all  hi*  little  virtues  could  not  ante 

H  is  little  body  fh>m  this  litUe  grave : 

His  soul  they  can— bis  soul  to  mercy  given, 

1  trust,  thro*  merer,  now  hath  rest  in  Heaven. 

Where  they  who  bold  drformitp  aiett. 

Will  ne'er  intrude  to  mar  his  heavenly  rest. 

Akk  THomNTOir,  alias  *^  Skitfpt  Nav,'*  was  on  the  pfl(v€  as  a  le- 
nttkaUedwraetcr  for  several  years.  It  Is  said  she  was  hi  her  youth  hi^y 
TCBpcctsble^  bat  manyhag  a  soldier,  whose  fortunes  die  foBowed,  became  in 
her  latter  dsys  a  piey  to  intoxleatbig  liquors,  and  all  the  Ills  that  follow  that 
evil  propensity.  She  obtained  the  cognomen  of  ^  Smiiiy  Nsn,^  fiom  the 
FNftisloB  of  the  aitlcie  pointed  at,  and  her  eonntenance(ahaggBitlone)  clear- 
ly  shewed  the  love  of  siwJC  She  wore  a  soldier's  jacket,  and  got  her  livdi- 
boodby  carrying  wafer,  and  atteadfaigtfiejaggers  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
In  ooab.  A  good  portnit  was  published  darhig  her  Ufe  time  by  Mx.  Burt. 
It  rqpfcssnts  her  In  the  act  of  throwh^  a  stone  at  some  mlsdilevoas  boys,  the 
piagns  of  her  life,  who  had  just  called  out  «' Snuffy  Nan."  Therowsshe 
created  on  sndi  occasions,  whidi  were  very  frequent,  will  hng  be  remember. 
ed.  The  epitaph,  written  also  by  a  son  of  Mr.  Venables,  of  the  Bhe  Coat 
School,  Is  endncBtly  descriptive  of  her  diameter. 

*  He  was  employed  by  his  brothor  Themae  in  vending  vemt-p^ge  mndolpeiscrv 
amongst  the  butcheri  and  brewcn.  in  GbertCTf  an  occupation  fully  adequate  to  the 
poor  fellow's  ability. 
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TO  THE  MEMORY 

OJ  ike  tU-nsed  ftmaU^  eaUed  m  deritim,  «<  Sn^   Nan.** 

O'ercome  hr  labour,  poverty  and  yean, 
Ttr*d  of  the  worM.  and  neT«r>ceaaiBg  jeeri, 
Poor  Snufpy  Kam — so  caird  by  icoffing  boys- 
Hath  found  a  lasting  refuge  from  their  cries : 
By  death  releas'd— no  more  the  jasobm*  blavb, 
fSbe  calmly  sleeps  within  thi»  lowly  gnive. 
*  Midst  all  her  woes,  and  she  had  woes  enough. 
Her  only  comfort  was  oi»mcft  of  ««t»^,' 
But  e'en  that  simple,  solitary  Joy, 
(With  grief  1  write)  was  not  mthout  alloy. 
Since  from  the  free  indulgence  of  her  nose, 
A  daily— hourly  persecution  rose. 
Where*er  abe  went,  an  odious,  galling  name 
Was  still  employ'd,  her  passions  to  inflame. 
Reader !  'twas  she.  whom  thou  perhaps,  hast  seen. 
In  garb  at  once  fantastical  and  mean  4 
With  threatening  arm,  and  slip-shod  feet  pursue 
Some  graceless  imp  that  from  her  vengeance  flew. 
Her  rage  subrnded,  and  her  breath  nigh  spent. 
Oft  have  I  beard  her  murmur  as  she  went. 
The  countless  wrongs  and  unrelenting  scorn. 
Which  many  a  day  the  widow'd  wretch  had  borne. 
You  heartless  pack !  the  city's  deep  disgrace, 
Who  laugh  to  scorn  the  mis'ries  of  your  race  s 
Forbear  your  matter's  anger  to  provoke, 
Lest  you,  in  turn,  become  the  standard  joke. 
What  I  shall  the  objecu  of  his  chast'ning  band. 
Become  the  victims  of  a  graceless  band  I 
Repent !  for  shame  !  and  supplicate  your  Godj 
To  avert  flrom  yon  afllction's  heavy  rod* 
That  he,  in  mercy,  mav  withhold  firom  you 
The  grievous  punishment  to  scoffers  due ; 
And  let  your  earnest,  pious  hope  be  this, 
That  Siu^  Aian  enjoys  eternal  bliM. 

Captain  Robert  Thohas,  a  character  well  known,  and  many  yean 
a  resident  of  the  dty.  He  was  very  respectably  connected,  betog  intunately 
allied  to  the  family  of  Goedhelen,  in  Carnarvonshire  ;  and  at  an  early  period 
of  life  bore  his  majesty's  commission  as  a  lieutenant  hi  the  army.  For  eight 
years  he  was  stationed  with  his  regfanent  m  British  America,  and  after  his  re- 
turn to  EngUnd,  accompanied  the  duke  of  York's  army  to  the  conthient,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  late  French  war,  and  shared  the  dangers  and  hardships 
of  that  ill-fated  expedition.  From  this  period,  Mr.  Thomas  (who  always  te- 
naciously  assumed  the  rank  and  name  of  captain)  became  disturbed  in  his 
intellect,  and  was  ever  afterwards  distinguished  by  a  wildness  of  manners,  and 
occasional  violence  of  temper,  which  sufficiendy  indicated  ihat  his  faculties 
had  suflfered  injury.  There  were,  however,  a  quickness  in  his  apprehension, 
and  shrewdness  m  his  observations,  that  bespoke  a  vigorous  mhid,  even  when 
in  ruins,  and  was  peculiarly  illustrative  of  the  sentiment  of  our  great  poet, 
"jBtrong  sense  to  madness  nearly  is  allied^"  The  choice  topic  of  his  con- 
verse, was  military  affairs,  in  which  he  never  failed  to  magnify  his  own  valo- 
rous exiOoits ;  and  while  describing  the  mortal  tiirusts  he  had  given  to  the  ene- 
my on  the  field  of  battle,  constantly  suited  tiie  action  to  the  word,  by  bran- 
dishing in  the  iair  a  short  truncheon,  resemhUng  a  field  marshal's  baton,  which 
he  mostly  earned  about  him.  The  capUin  was  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  the 
iate  duke  of  York,  of  whom  he  would  familiarly  convsse  with  great  pleasure, 
as  his  totimate/riend ;  never  forgetting  to  notice,  that  he  himself  was  a  great 
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favourite  with  his  Royal  Highness*  There  was  nothing  that  so  nmcfa  excited 
his  ch<to  M  to  have  his  courage  suspected ;  and  this  being  Imown  to  aksosi 
every  truant  in  the  city,  he  waa  not  nnfrequcntly  saluted  with  the  cry  of 
*^  Captain,  you're  a  coward,'*  whidi  in  an  instant  raised  his  indignation  to 
such  a  pitch,  that  all  who  came  near  him  at  the  time,  were  in  danger  of 
a  clumsy  salute  ftom  his  cudgel*  His  eye  was  remarkably  plerdug,  and  upon 
these  occasions,  strongly  spoke  the  violence  of  his  iedings ;  but  there  waa  no 
trait  in  his  diaracter  that  betrayed  cold-bloodedness  or  malignity  of  disposi. 
tion.  In  retaliation  of  a  real  or  supposed  insult,  the  captain  could  wield  the 
weapons  of  irony  and  sarcasm  most  effisctlvely.  The  Red  Lion,  in  Nortji- 
gate-street  was  the  house  most  generally  frequented  by  him,  to  which  he  was 
an  ezoelleot  customer,  particularly  after  the  periodical  times  when  he  received 
hia  half-pay,  with  which  be  made  very  free  as  long  as  it  lasted,  and  then  run 
on  Uek  till  the  golden  season  returned.  It  seems  the  landlady  was  mighty 
civil  with  her  g^est  for  some  time  after  qnarter^ay,  but  treated  him  bat 
roughly  as  his  score  lengthened ;  and  upon  one  occasion  insisted  upon  bis 
leaving  the  house.  The  captain  was  indignant  at  this  rude  treatment,  and 
immediately  left  the  house,  but  not  before  he  had  declared  with  an  oath,  to 
one  of  his  companions,  he  would  make  his  hostess  glad  to  call  bun  in  again* 
Hastening  to  the  front  of  the  house,  he  commenced  an  audible  harangue  to  a 
groupe  of  neighbours  and  passengers  he  had  eollected  around  him,  observing 
aloud,  that  the  character  of  Miss  B*  his  landlady's  daughter,  had  been  vildy 
traduced,  and  declared  his  readiness  to  vindicate  her  virtue.  This  procedure 
exactly  answered  the  captain's  design  ;  for  some  reports  having  been  circu- 
lated unfavourable  to  the  young  lady,  and  the  mother  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  subject  of  his  oration,  and  unwilling  to  entrust  her  vindication  to 
the  indiscreet  captain,  sallied  out  of  the  house,  and  laying  hold  of  him,  hur- 
tied  him  into  his  quarterl,  where  she  entreated  him  to  remain.— Having 
formerly  moved  in  the  highest  circles,  and  still  retuning  a  high  feeling  of 
consequence,  the  captain  made  frequent  incursions  into  the  cofiee-room  of  die 
Royal  Hotel,  and  aher  some  laconic  remark,  usually  marched  out  again  with 
great  dignity.  Upon  one  of  these  occasions,  he  bounced  in,  when  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  company  present,  among  whom  was  the  Ute  Admiral  Bowen, 
then  a  resident  of  the  city,  who  was  tellhig  a  story  not  of  a  very  credible 
kind,  for  which  he  was  somewhat  noted.  The  captain  having  heard  the  con- 
clusion, placed  himself  exactly  opposite  the  admiral,  and  stamping  with  his 
foot,  pohited  his  hand,  hi  which  was  his  truncheon,  dhrectly  towards  him, 
and,  in  an  audible  theatrical  tone  and  attitude,  cried  out,  <*  Jamd  m  my  katie, 
dU  men  are  liar$.''*  The  gentlemen  burst  into  a  loud  fit  of  lauc^ter,  and 
Mt,  Thomas  marched  out  of  the  room  with  as  much  exultation  as  if  he  had 
obtained  a  splendid  military  victory.  Another  instance  that  may  be  adduced 
of  Mr,  Thomas's  penchant  for,  and  capability  of  sarcasm,  may  he  traced  in  a 
scene  that  occurred  in  the  coffee-room,  between  him  and  Major  Henchman, 
who  was  a  person  well  known  in  Chester.  It  seems  the  Major  and  a  strange 
gentleman  meeting  at  the  hotel,  a  dispute  arose  between  them,  which  led  to 
high  words,  and  finally  terminated  in  a  combat,  h  la  Crib.  Public  expecta- 
tion was  excited,  that  this  would  be  succeeded  by  a  more  gentlenuady  ren- 
contre, but  nothing  of  the  kind  followed,  and  it  was  rumoured,  but  whether 
true  or  false  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  that  the  major  had  shewn  the  whits 
leather.    Either  immediately  before  or  after  this  incident,  the  captain  had 
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TeceWed  what  he  conceived  a  dight  from  the  major,  an  offence  which  he 
generally  rememhered  with  great  tenacity.  Prohably  primed  with  a  feeling 
Y)f  retaliation,  one  evening,  when  he  knew  the  major  was  in  the  ooflfeo-room, 
he  stalked  into  it,  and  found  the  latter  sitting  at  a  table  engaged  wiih  three 
tther  gentlemen  in  a  game  at  whist  Marching  up  to  his  object  with  a  firm 
and  consequential  step,  and  as  usual,  stretching  out  his  baton  to  the  major, 
he  commanded  the  instant  attention  of  all  present,  by  addressing  him  in  a 
stentorian  voice : — ^*  Major  I  the  wicked  world  say  you*re  a  coward  !  You 
that  have  borne  his  Majesty *8  commission  in  the  army  I  O  shame  !  shame ! 
to  stigmatize  an  officer  in  his  Majesty's  service  as  a  coward  !  what  a  wicked 
world  we  live  in  1'*  Having  delivered  his  message,  he  marched  out  of  the 
room,  with  the  same  state  he  had  marched  into  it  What  the  sensations  of 
'die  company  were,  it  is  not  my  iMzsiness  to  say,  but  the  major  betrayed  evi» 
dent  signs  of  uneasiness,  wiping  the  sweat  from  his  brow  with  great  agitation. 
—The  captain  was  very  fond  of  having  his  hair  powdered,  and  knowing  this 
propensity,  the  waggish  barbers  and  others,  not  satisfied  with  giving  him  a 
fair  quantity  of  flour  on  the  head,  very  frequently  covered  his  back  down  to 
the  waist,  and  in  this  state  be  paraded  the  streets,  exulting  in  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Duke  of  York,  his  own  valour,  and  other  etceteras.  In  person 
he  was  rather  below  the  middle  size,  was  hard  featured,  and  stooped  in  his 
gait  His  dress  was  a  short  jacket,  similar  to  the  shooting  jacket,  or  hunt- 
ing coat  of  the  present  day,  over  which,  in  winter,  he  wore  a  spenser,  and 
trowsers  just  below  the  calves  of  his  legs ;  his  stockings  were  generally 
striped  blue  and  white,  which  then  were  outr6,  but  are  now  becoming  very 
fashionable.  He  was  fond  of  a  pipe,  and  was  often  seen  with  a  short  one, 
quaffing  his  Virginia  as  he  walked  along  the  streets,  the  middle  of  which  he 
always  dioose  as  his  path ;  in  his  hat  he  frequently  had  a  cockade,  and  then, 
if  he  was  in  a  good  humour  would  tell  his  sfimy  of  the  hardships  he  had 
endured,  the  battles  he  had  won,  and  the  honours  he  was  entitled  to.  The 
irregularities  of  his  life,  and  the  low  company  with  which  he  associated,  sub- 
jected him  frequently  to  the  clutches  of  the  sheriff's  officer,  and  the  debtors* 
department  at  the  Northgate  was  often  his  residence.  In  the  last  thirteen 
years  of  his  life,  he  was  a  constant  inmate  of  that  receptacle,  not  from  any 
disinclination  on  the  part  of  his  relations  to  assist  him,  but  with  the  view  of 
securing  him  from  mischief  and  danger.  In  the  year  1818,  he  was  visited 
with  a  paralytic  atroke,  but  lived  eight  years  after.  He  died  in  June,  1826, 
in  the  79rd  year  of  hie  age. 

Thomas  Rowley. — Better  known  as  Tommy  Rowley,  was  the  son  of 
a  physician,  who  practised  hi  this  city,  but  as  his  name  has  not  been  handed 
down,  it  is  to  be  conjectured  that  he  was  not  eminent  in  his  profession ;  indeed 
it  appears,  that  he  decamped  to  America,  whilst  Tommy  was  a  minor,  leaving 
his  wife  and  son  behind  him.  Within  the  sphere  of  his  acquahitance  he  was 
a  most  eccentric  individual,  but  by  no  means  a  public  character.  He  was 
bred  to  the  law,  but  failing  in  a  cause  on  his  outset,  he  ceased  to  practice,  and 
became  a  writer,  in  which  occupation  he  was  unrivalled.  Disdaining  to  de- 
cline in  his  native  city,  he  repahred  to  London,  where  he  earned  a  tolerable 
subsistence  in  that  capacity.  He,  according  to  his  own  account,  used  to  enjoy 
himself  in  the  Parks  on  a  Sunday,  where  he  happened  to  be  walking  on  one 
occasion  with  a  heavy  purse  and  a  light  heart,  when  he  perceived  his  late 
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Majesty  Geo.  III.  approaching  in  liis  cairiage.  Resolving  to  pay  his  rejects 
to  the  King,  be  stood  still  as  his  Migesty  passed,  presented  his  silver  heftded 
cane  h  In  milttaJre,  with  aU  the  gravity  and  order  of  a  soldier,  standing  erect 
till  the  loyal  carriage  had  passed  by.  The  king  struck  with  the  drcumstance, 
snqnfared,  '^  What's  that  man,  what*s  that  man  ?**  and  being  answered  that 
*'lie  probably  belonged  to  some  volunteer  corps;"  the  king  replied  in  his 
ugiial  and  peculiar  manner,  ^^  Funny  man,  very  funny  nun.**  This  stoiy, 
loiofwn  only  from  his  own  representation  was  often  turned  against  him,  by 
interpreting  it  into  an  attempt  to  shoot  the  king,  which  annoyed  him  greatly. 
Tommy  married,  and  came  to  reside  at  Oresford,  from  whidi  place  his  wife 
eloped  with  a  Jew.  He  afterwards  located  himself  in  various  provincial  towns, 
where  from  the  peculiarity  of  hio  dress,  befaig  a  beau  of  the  old  school,  be 
attracted  much  notice.  He  finally  settled  in  his  native  dty,  where  he  spent 
the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life,  a  short  part  of  wfaicfa  period  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  an  inmate  of  the  work-house;  be  however  ultimately  got 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  Barker,  where  he  continued  till  his 
dei^,  which  happened  in  1829,  at  the  age  of  83.  His  eccentricities  were 
peculiar,  and  such  aa  we  shall  not  further  notice,  than  by  saying  that  their  re- 
cital is  '*  move  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.*' 

Chableb  Foestee..— Known  in  his  day  as  ^  Lame  Charley,*'  was  a 
lame,  (and  whilst  let  alone  by  the  boys,)  inoffensive  individuaL  He  got  his 
living  by  selling  shoe  ties  about  the  streets,  during  which  perambulation  he 
was  too  Arequentiy  attacked  by  wicked  lads,  calling  out  *^  chicken  fist.*'  This 
epithet  associated  itsdf  with  his  decrepid  hand,  (in  which  he  carried  the  shoe 
ties)  and  enraged  him  much.  The  persecution  of  the  boys  became  so  annoy- 
ing and  his  aggravation  so  great,  at  best  having  a  weak  mind,  that  it  amount- 
ed to  fVensy,  and  at  last  to  such  a  pitch  did  he  arrive,  that  the  moment  he 
was  called  to,  he  would  take  up  the  first  stone  within  his  reach,  and  follow 
the  culprit  at  his  best  speed,  not  caring  on  whose  pate  the  stone  alighted,  or 
through  what  window  it  passed ;  upcm  one  occasion,  a  laq;e  stone,  which  he 
intended  fbr  his  tormentors,  struck  a  young  man  standing  at  Mr.  Massey's 
flhop«door  in  Bridge-street,  upon  the  temples,  which  brought  him  to  the 
ground,  and  put  his  life  in  danger;  and  upon  another,  a  similar  missile  was 
dashed  through  the  glass-shop  window  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  in  Eastgate-street, 
which  made  dreadful  havoc  among  the  brittle  ware.  Nay,  so  dangerous  did 
he  at  last  become,  that  it  was  deemed  proper  to  place  him  in  the  work-house, 
where  he  died,  29th  of  November,  1825. 

Edwaed  Hall.— Now  alive,  and  better  known  as  <<  Teddy  Hall," 
is  a  native  of  this  city,  and  respectably  connected.  He  was  bom  on  the  2nd 
October,  1774,  and  is  consequentiy  near  57  years  of  age,  which  he  does  not 
look,  though  inured  to  every  deprivation  and  hardship,  living  upon  the  most 
scanty  supply  of  victuals,  and  never  knowing  what  it  is  to  enter  a  bed ;  his 
only  night  abode  being  in  the  area  opposite  the  retorts  at  the  gas-works,  where 
he  sleeps  upon  a  bench.  Neddy  has  been  upon  the  foam  as  a  remarkable 
character  since  the  election  of  1812.  Had  that  contest  never  occurred,  he 
would  perhaps  have  continued  a  respectable  character,  following  his  trade  as 
a  joiner,  to  the  comfort  of  himself  and  his  friends ;  but  during  that  heated 
^d  memorable  contest  he  figured  away  in  a  most  conspicuous  manner,  to^be 
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gteal  discomfort,  it  is  presumed,  of  Sir  Richard  Brooke,  mho  it  will  be  remem- 
bered opposed  Mr.  Egerton,  in  whose  interest  Edward  arrayed  himself,  and 
rendered  himself  notorious  by  a  ludicrous  scheme  of  annoyance  to  Sir  Richard. 
He  fixed  upon  the  top  of  a  long  poll  a  dancing  doll,  which  he  held  exactly 
opposite  to  Shr  R.  and  whilst  pulling  the  string,  bawled  out  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  poll  to  the  dose  of  it  each  day,  '<  Egerton  and  no  Grosvenor, 
Townshend  and  no  Brooke ;  here's  your  Teddy  ;*'  and  hence  the  cognomen 
by  which  at  this  day  he  is  known,  and  long  after  he  is  no  more  will  be  re. 
membered.    His  excitation  and  drunkenness  during  several  weeks  before  and 
after  this  time,  destroyed  those  energies  which  before  had  possession  of  him, 
and  from  that  period  up  to  this,  has  he  been  walking  the  streets,  a  pic- 
ture for  these  who  have  participated  with  better  success  in  all  our  party  feuds 
to  look  upon  with  pity.    He  was  educated  in  the  King's  School,  and  judging 
from  his  flights  when  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  which  too  frequently  occurs, 
he  imbibed  in  his  youth  both  moral  and  religious  precepts,  fitted  for  a  better 
career.    His  quotations  on  these  occasions  from  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
Shakespeare,  &c.  &c  are  most  aposite,  and  prove  diat  in  his  youth  he  read 
with  more  attention  than  boys  in  his  station  generally  do.    In  his  opposition 
to  the  Grosvenors  **•  Teddy"  has  been  consistent,  and  to  use  his  own  expres- 
sion, *^firm,  stedfast,  immoveable.*'    The  Egerton  cause  is,  he  says,  the 
*^  Alpha  and  Omega"  with  hhn,  but  he  will  sometimes  with  Cardinal  Wolsey 
ejaculate,  *^  Had  I  served  my  €K)d  with  half  the  zeal,  he  would  not  In  my  old 
age  have  dius  forsaken  me.*'    He  has  however,  no  great  cause  for  complaint 
in  this  particular.    This  sketdi  might  be  carried  to  a  much  greater  lengA,  but 
as  it  is  not  within  my  plan  to  extend  it,  I  shall  conclude  by  giving  a  charac- 
teristic anecdote  of  him,  confirmatory  of  what  has  been  advancai  as  to  his 
applicBtfam  of  religions  knowledge.    Since  he  slept  at  the  gas  works,  a  friend 
of  his,  thinking  that  he  must  be  starved  at  night,  sleeping  as  he  did  during  an 
inclement  winter  wil)iout  covering,  ofiered  him  what  would  answer  the  purpose 
of  a  bed  and  covering ;  he  called  for  it,  and  upon  placing  it  upon  his  shoulder, 
he  said,  *^  Eh,  BIr*  J.  eh,  Mr.  J.  you're  very  good,  for  you  say  to  poor  Ted, 
« Take  up  thy  bed  and  walkr  "    Such  is  an  outline  of  Teddy  HaU,  who 
we  hope  may  long  live  to  say,  **  Here's  you're  Teddy." 

Jackzt  Ad  a  vs.— .This  individual,  whfle  he  may  be  considered  a  little 
removed  fioptm  the  state  c/t  Idiotism,  is  not  over  sharp  In  his  Intellects ;  of  an 
inoflfensive  temper,  and  quite  free  from  all  mischievous  propensities.  From 
his  boyhood,  he  hn  taken  peculiar  delight  in  doing  little  offices  about  St  Os- 
wald's drarch,  and  for  many  yean  was  employed  as  grave-digger,  bdlows- 
blower  to  the  organist,  and  bell-toller  at  the  Cathedral ;  While  he  was  engaged 
in  the  former  occupation,  if  any  persons  joked  him  to  vexation,  his  usual 
weapon  of  retaliation  was,  to  tdl  them,  *^  he  knew  how  long  a  grave  they 
would  take.**  In  early  lifo,  Jadcey  was  amazingly  strong  and  athletic,  and 
has  been  known  to  hoist  as  heavy  a  wdght  as  any  two  or  three  ordinary  men 
could  do ;  but  there  was  another  feat  of  whidi  he  appeared  more  ^ud, 
namdy,.^that  he  could  swaBow  a  quart  of  ale  at  a  draught  In  all  the  local 
political  contests  that  have  occurred  hi  Chester,  during  the  last  twenty  yean, 
the  house  of  Eaton  has  not  had  a  more  steady  and  decided  friend  than  Jackey 
Adams ;  and  it  may  be  fahrly  doubted  whedier  the  best  estate  hi  Chediiie 
eoold  have  drawn  him  from  his  favourite  odours.*  Tn  the  memonble  oontest 
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of  1812,  he  presented  himself  in  the  tally.box  of  General  Orosvenor,  wbeit 
Mr.  Cross,  counsel  for  the  opposite  party,  to  whom  it  had  been  represented 
that  he  was  mow  eompoi  meidts,  objected  to  his  vote,  and  entered  into  a  se- 
vere  examination  on  that  point  Among  other  questions  put  to  the  ardent 
partisan,  was  this :  **  How  many  fingers  have  you  upon  your  hand  ?**  Jackey 
replied  nxMt  audibly,  *' Three,  Sir."  The  wily  advocate  now  thought  he 
had  fiilly  succeeded  in  his  object,  and  addressing  the  assessor,  said,  I  am 
sure.  Sir,  you  will  not  allow  this  poor  maniac*8  vote  to  be  received,  who 
cannot  count  the  fingers  upon  his  hand.  When  Mr.  Cross  had  concluded  his 
harangue,  and  apparently  expecting  the  assessor  to  admit  hia  objection, 
Jackey,  with  peculiar  archness,  held  up  his  right  hand,  and  cried  oot^ 
>^  Here,  Mr.  Cross,  do  you  count  my  fingers,  T  can  only  make  them  into  three.** 
The  fact  was  aii  stated  by  hhn,  for  he  had  lost  the  fore  finger  of  his  right 
hand,  and  he  was  ultimately  permitted  to  poll.  In  the  ronteat  of  1826,  poor 
Jackey  was  labouring  under  an  affliction,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been 
the  subject,  that  disabled  him  ftom  walking  to  the  hustings,  and  he  was 
brought  in  a  sedan  to  give  his  vote  to  Lord  Belgrave  and  the  Hon.  Robert 
Orosvenor.  But  nothing  can  more  forcibly  illustrate  his  zeal  for  the  house 
of  Eaton  than  this  fact,  that  while  in  extreme  indigence  which  gave  him  the 
strongjest  claim  upon  public  charity,  he  actually  objected  to  parochial  relief, 
for  no  other  reason^  than  that  it  would  deprive  him  of  the  power  to  give  the 
friends  of  that  house  a  vote.  There  is  one  other  anecdote  I  wish  to  reUte  of 
this  ^M1w1wM  individual,  with  a  view  of  showing  his  honest  simplidty,  and 
certainly  with  no  design  of  giving  ofienoe.  A  reputable  gentleman  of  the 
dty,  who  waa  well-known  to  Jackey,  and  who  had  been  educated  at  the 
King's  school,  where  the  latter  was  a  notorious  character  to  every  youth 
there,  was  called,  like  other  youths,  by  his  christian  name.  His  name  was 
JoMtphy  but  by  familiar  Ucenee,  reduced  to  Joey.,  By  the  latter  cognomen 
only  he  was  recognised  by  Adams,  who  continued  this  appellation  both  per- 
sonally, and  when  speaking  of  him,  after  he  had  grown  up,  and  sustained  a 
high  and  honourable  station  in  society.  The  impropriety  of  this  term,  so 
applied,  was  represented  to  the  poor  fellow,  who  could  not  easily  be  brought 
to  comprehend  the  force  of  the  objection.  As  the  condition,  however,  of  a 
more  decorous  address,  a  pair  of  smaU-dothes  was  presented  to  Jackey  ;  but 
such  was  the  strength  of  his  early  associations,  and  such  the  honesty  of  his 
disposition,  that  in  about  three  weeks  afterwards  he  waited  upon  his  bene* 
factor  with  his  present,  saying,  <'  Here,  Jo«y,  I  have  brought  the  breedies 
back ;  for  I  cannot  for  my  life  think  on  to  call  you  ilfif#er."  As  lUnted 
above,  John  Adams  is  still  living  in  George's-street,  but  has  for  many  yeara 
been  confined  to  his  room  under  a  very  heavy  affliction.  He  is  approaching 
the  age  of  sixty. 

EowARS  Jokes,  (better  known  as  Nedd^  BoMgh)  still  living,  is  a 
flying  stationer  of  no  mean  distinction  and  notoriety ;  and  whose  stentorian 
voice  when  crying, «'  Monk's  correct  list  of  all  the  terrible  high-bred  cattle," 
places  him  in  the  firont  rank  of  his  profession.  Apart  from  his  calling,  Neddy 
is  in  appearance  a  character ;  and  notwithstanding  that  he  sometimes  pays  his 
devoirs  to  the  jolly  god,  he,  unlike  many  of  his  grade,  is  never  insolent  and 
abusive  to  any,  and  hence  the  good  feeling  that  generally  prevails  towards  him. 
No  description  can  adequately  convey  a  true  picture  of  his  Com' eiiMm6<^» 
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his  wooden  leg,  stick,  and  pipe,  his  hat  awry,  his  greasy  looking  face, 
and  dark  hair,  hanging  ^^  like  candles  sixteen  to  the  pound,*'  present  a  most 
grotesque  figure ;  but  unless  he  be  seen  when  half  seas  over,  figuring  away 
in  the  height  of  his  glory,  announcing  some  'Mreadful  murder,"  or  '^  mal- 
loncftoly  shipwreck,**  the  fullness  of  his  character  is  not  developed.  So  far 
as  graphic  skill  extends,  the  excellent  full-length  wood  cut  likeness  of  him 
which  was  distributed  as  a  specimen  of  their  powers  by  some  artists,  who 
visited  this  city  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  is  valuable  as  a  portrait  of  this 
individuaL 

William  Paktov,  commonly  called  BiUy  Pcadun^  a  well-known 
character.  He  professed  to  be  a  '<  Mad  doctor,"  and  had  occasionally  some 
unfortunate  lunatics  under  his  charge ;  but  no  more  of  him  need  be  said,  than 
that  he  was  very  uncouth  in  his  appearance,  coarse  and  offensive  in  his  mao« 
ners,  and  lamentably  profane  and  irreligions.  If  he  himself  might  with  truth 
be  placed  among  the  wretched  class  of  beings  he  sometimes  had  charge  of, 
it  would  be  the  best  apology  that  could  be  ofiered  for  his  general  conduct. 
Though  very  respectably  connected,  he  bore  the  constant  appearance  of  filtk 
and  poverty.    He  died  in  ISSTi  at  the  age  of  68  yeaia. 
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Wbxlz  tbe  feudal  syatem  oontiniMd  to  prevail^  ia  J^ngland,  local  oommu-^ 
I,  in  TarioiM  diatnets  of  the  eountry,  ir«te  rooatfy  8#ject  to  the  coDtnyul 
of  the  gieat  banma^  who  ezeidaed  a  kind  of  demi-^^gal  authoal^  over  ihem, 
and  left  the  p^ple  no  choice  bat  submlasion  to  their  arUtrary  mandatei. 
When  thla  syatem,  howerer,  hOi  into  diauae*  and  the  pzindplea  of  freedom 
became  better  understood,  a  more  unieatrieted  cx^'dae  of  ci^  and  political 
rigbta  followed.  Thia  favourable  result  waa  particularly  developed  in  the 
privil^e  conceded  to  the  people,  of  choosing  their  representatives  to  the  great 
eonncil  of  the  nation,  to  whom  was  confided  the  authority  of  making  the 
laws.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  the  boundary  of  thia  right  waa  fixed  on 
the  basis  upon  which  it  at  present  stands.  The  most  remarkable  law  which 
passed  in  this  reign,  was  for  the  due  election  of  members  of  parliament  in 
counties.  After  the  feudal  system,  the  distinction  of  tenures  was  in  some 
meaaure  lost ;  and  every  freeholder,  as  well  as  those  who  held  of  mesne  lords, 
as  the  immediate  tenants  of  the  crown,  were  by  degrees  admitted  to  give  their 
votes  at  elections.  This  extension  of  the  dective  franchise  was  indirectly 
ecmfirmed  by  a  law  of  Henry  IV.  which  gave  right  to  such  a  multitude  oi 
electors  as  was  the  occasion  of  great  disorders.  In  the  eighth  and  tenth  of  the 
Sixth  Henry,  therefore,  laws  were  enacted  limiting  the  electors  to  such  as  pos- 
sessed forty  shillings  a  year  in  land,  free  from  all  burdens  witliin  the  county. 
This  sum  was  equivalent  to  near  twenty  pounds  a  year  of  our  present  money; 
and  it  were  to  be  wished,  that  the  spirit,  as  well  as  the  letter  of  this  law,  had 
been  maintained.  The  preamble  of  the  statute  is  remarkable :— ^*  Whereas 
the  elections  of  knights  have  of  late,  in  many ,  counties  of  England,  been 
made  by  outrages  and  excessive  numbers  of  people,  many  of  them  of  small 
substance  and  value,  yet  pretending  to  a  right  equal  to  the  best  knights  and 
esquires ;  whereby  manslaughters,  riots,  batteries,  and  divisions  among  the 
gentlemen  and  other  people  of  the  same  counties,  shall  very  likely  rise  and  be, 
unless  due  remedy  be  provided  in  this  behalf,"  &c  We  may  learn  from 
these  expressions,  what  an  important  matter  the  election  of  parliament  was 
now  become  in  England :  that  assembly  was  beginning  in  this  period  to  as- 
sume great  authority  :  the  commons  had  it  much  in  theu  power  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  the  laws ;  and  if  they  failed  of  success  in  this  particular,  it  pro* 
ceeded  less  from  any  exorbitant  power  of  the  crown,  than  from  the  licentious 
spirit  of  the  aristocracy,  and  perhaps  from  the  rude  education  of  the  age,  and 
their  own  ignorance  of  the  advantages  resulthig  fiom  a  regular  administration 
of  justice. 


POLITICAXi  BISTORT.  3^9 

t^hester,  having  been  the  metropolii  of  a  little  sovereignty,  did  not  send 
members  to  parliament,  nntil  the  lapse  of  more  than  three  centuries  after  the 
privileges  of  the  county  palatine  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  Henty  III. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  Bnglish  parliament  had  exercised  die 
power  of  levying  subsidies  upon  the  dty  or  county  in  the  interval  between 
this  monarch's  reign  and  the  Ume  of  Henry  VI.  a  period  of  two  hundred  yeaMu 
In  the  reign  of  the  latter  sovereign,  an  attempt  was  made  to  infringe  the  privi- 
leges of  the  palatinate,  by  the  parliament  hM  at  Leicester,  which  issued  a 
commission  for  levying  a  subsidy  in  Chesliire,  in  common  widi  tlie  other  conn- 
ties.  Upon  information  of  this  violation  of  their  rights,  the  abbots,  prion, 
•and  deigy,  the  barons,  knights,  esquires,  and  commons  of  the  dty  and  ooun- 
■ty,  presented  a  petition  to  the  king,^  A.  D.  1460,  in  which  their  daims  tb  An 
exemption  from  the  authority  of  parliament  were  set  forth  with  becoming 
force  and  deamess.  The  prayer  of  their  petition  was  allowed,  and  they  irore 
'discharged  of  the  levy  of  the  subsidy. 

Notwithstanding  this  acknowledgement  of  thC  exemption  of  the  oounity 
«nd  dty  from  the  levies  of  parliament,  it  appears,  that  la  the  time  of  HenTy 
VIIL  these  exemptions  had  ceased  to  exist.    For  in  the  year  1541,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  and  dty  of  Chester  represented  to  the  king,  that  thoug|h 
they  were  bound  by  the  acts  and  statutes  of  the  high  courts  of  pariiameht, 
they  had  never  Iiad  their  knights  and  burgesses  within  the  said  court, 
and  had  consequently  been  oftentimes  grieved  by  Statutes  derogatory  to 
these  andent  privileges;  and  further  petitioned  for  the  privilege  of  decting 
two  Imights  for  the  county,  and  two  burgesses  for  the  dty.     Purfuattt 
to  this  application,  an  act  passed  in  the  34th   and  9Mk   Henry  TJII. 
by  which  it  was  enacted,  ^^  That  from  the  end  of  this  present  aession, 
the  said  county  palatine  of  Chester,  shall  have  two  knights  for  iSbit  wM 
county  palatine,  and  likewise  two  dtizens  to  be  burgesses  fdr  the  dfty 
of  Chester,  to  be  dected  and  chosen  by  process  to  be  awarded  by  the  chaned- 
•lor  of  England  unto  the  diamberlain  of  Chester,  his  lieutenant  Or  deputy  for 
the  time  being ;  and  also  like  process  to  be  nuide  by  the  said  chamberiain,  hia 
lieutenant  or  deputy,  to  the  said  sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Chester,  and  the 
said  dection  to  be  made  under  like  manner  and  fbrm,  to  all  intents,  construc- 
tions, and  purposes,  as  is  used  within  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  or 
•any  county  and  dty  within  tliis  rediratif  England.**    The  act  farther  states, 
that  the  said  knights  and  burgesses  shall  be  returned  by  the  sheriffii  to  the 
chancery  of  England,  as  any  other  sheriffii  make  return  'In  like  case,  and  shall 
be  knights  and  burgesses  of  the  high  court  of  parHament,  have  like  vofee  and 
authority,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  *'  shall  and  may  take  every  sadi 
like  liberties,  dignities,  privileges,  wages,  fees,  and  eommodities,  eonceniDg 
this  said  court  of  parliament,  to  all  intents,  comttructions,  and  purpossi,  as 
any  other  the  knights  and  burgesses  of  the  said  court,  shall,  may,  <Nr  ooght  (o 
have,  take,  or  enjoy."    This  act  passed  in  the  last  parHament  of  king  Hen. 
VIII.  and  the  first  parliament  of  his  successor  Edward  VI.  waacatMIn 
1546.    It  does  not  appear  that  the  dtlzens  of  Chester  availed  «hemsdvei«f 
the  privilege  of  sending  burgesses  to  this  parliament,  or  at  leaat  I  hanfe  aot 
been  able  to  find  the  names  of  any  hidividbals  who  sustahied  that  appoint- 
ment ;  nor  does  there  seem  to  have  been  vti6tt  dian  M^  fMioned'for  th^  coiint]^ 

"*  For  a  copy  of  tliii  petition,  and  lilt  If i^ettf't  aatwer.  see  f ol.  i.^.  ie7-.«tti. 
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namdjr,  TbooiM  Hokioft.*  In  tbc  Meand  p«llaiiM&t  of  thii  prince,? 
Edward  VI.  there  were  two  boigeueo  dected  for  the  dtj,  since  which  period 
lepretentatifes  have  heen  anifomiljr  rctamed.  To  aToid  eonfuiioii,  and  bc« 
fore  I  enter  more  particolarly  into  the  political  Hiatoiy  of  the  dty,  I  fhall 
licre  present  the  reader  with  a  sncdnct  list  of  its  membera  from  that  period 
down  to  the  present  time. 


*  Although  not  strictl^r  demanded  by  the  natirre  of  the  work,  I  here  suhloio  a  list 
<»T  the  members  of  parliament  who  have  served  for  the  county  :— 

EDWABO  VI. 
I.  Thomas  Holeroft  |«*««    ««•• 

7.  Sir  Thomas  Holeroft.  Vale  Royal;  Sir  Thomas  Venables.  Kinderton. 

MARY. 

1.  Sir  Thomas  Holeroft,  Vale  Roytl ;  Edw.  Fytton,  Oawsworth. 
!•  Sir  Henry  Delves,  Doddington  s  Rich.  Wilbraham.  Woodbey. 

PHILIP  AND  MARY. 
1.  and  s.  Sir  Richard  Cotton,  Combermeres  Richard  Wilbraham.  Woodbey. 
V.  and  9.  The  same. 
4.  and  8.  Richard  Hough,  Leishton.i  James  Done,  Utkinton. 

ELIZABETH. 
1.  William  Brereton,  Brereton  t  Sir  Ralph  Leycester,  Toft. 
«.  Sir  Thomas  Venables,  Kinderton  ;  William  Massye,  Podington. 
U.  Thomas  Calveley.  Lea;  Thomas  Stanley,  Alderley. 
U.  George  CaUeley,  Lea;  William  Booth,  Dunham. 
*f'  3J®"*"  fig*rton,  Solicitor-Oeneral }  Hugh  Cholmeley,  Cbolmeley. 

08.  Thomas  Bgeiton,  SoHcitor-Oeneral ;  John  Savage,  Rock  Savage. 
31.  Sir  George  Beeston.  Baeston^  John  Savage,  Rock  Savage. 

85.  Thomas  Holcioft,  Vale  Royal ;  John  Done,  Utkinton. 

89.  Thomas  Holeroft,  Vale  Royal ;  Sir  William  Be«ston.  Beeston. 

48.  Thomas  Holeroft,  Vale  Royal i  Sir  Peter  Legh,  Lyme. 

JAMES  I. 
1*  Sir  Thomas  Holeroft,  Yale  Royal ;  Sir  Roger  Aston,  Aston. 
le.  Sir  William  Brereton,  Brereton  }«*«•« 
J8.  Sir  William  Brereton,  Brereton  (  Sir  Richard  Orosvenor,  Eaton. 
«1.  William  Booth,  Dunham  Massey  i  William  Brereton,  Ashley. 

CHARLES    1. 
i*  Sir  Robert  Cbolmondeley,  Cholmondeley  i  Sir  Anthony  St.  John. 
1.  Sir  Riehard  Grosvenor,  Baton  i  Peter  Daniel.  Tabley. 
J-  Sir  Riehard  Grosvenor,  Eaton  j  Sir  William  Brereton,  Handford. 
*i'  Sir  William  Brereton,  Handford  i  Sir  Thomas  Aston,  Aston. 
10.  Peter  Venables,  Kinderton  (  Bir  William  Brereton,  Handford  i  George  Booth  sue* 
ceeded  on  the  displacing  one  of  the  other  members. 

CHARLES  II. — Dwiag  the  Vntrpation. 
».  Robert  Duckenacld,  Duckenfield  i  Henry  Birkenhead.  Backford. 
0.  John  Bradshaw,  chief  justice  of  Chester  t   Sir  George  Booth,  Dunham  Massey « 

Henry  Brooke,  Norton  s  John  Crewe,  Utkinton. 
a.  Sir  Oeoive  Booth.  Dunham  Massey<  Thomas  Marbury*  Marbury  \  Richard  Legb, 

Lyme  i  Peter  Brooke,  M ere. 
II'  John  Bradshaw,  ehiefjuatice  of  Chester  ;  Richard  Legh.  Lyme. 
19.  Sir  George  Booth,  Dunham  Massey  \  Thomas  Mainwaring.  OverPeover. 

After  the  JKestoratton. 
IS'  William  Lord  Brereton,  Leighlin ;  Peter  Venables,  Kinderton  j  Sir  Foulk  Lucy, 
on  the  death  of  Lord  Brereton,  1664}  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Royal,  on  the 
- ,    ^****>  o'  Peter  Venables,  1669. 

••t    u*'*'^  Booth.  Dunham  Massey  s  Sir  Philip  Bgerton,  Oulton. 
li*  5'"'"^  Booth,  Dunham  Massey  j  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Combermere, 
''■•The  same. 

JAMES  II. 
i'  Sir  Philip  Egerton,  Oulton  ;  Thomas  Cbolmondeley,  ValeRoyaL 
18.  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Combermere ;  John  Mainwaring,  Over  Peover. 

WILLIAM  AND  MARY. 

9.  John  Mainwaring,  Over  Peover t  Sir  Boheit  Cotton*  Combermere. 
7.  The  same. 

10.  The  same. 
ia»  The  same. 
iS.  The  same. 
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RepnaniatiiHi  in  Parliammi/or  Ch$tier  Ct^y. 

7  Edward  VI. — Richard  Sneyd,  gent. ;  Ralph  Main  waring,  alderman. 
1  Mary. — Richard  Sneyd,  gent. ;  Thomas  Massey,  gent. 
1  Alary. — Richard  Sneyd  ;  William  Aldersey. 

1  and  2  Ph.  and  Alary. -^Richard  Sneyd,  recorder ;  Thos.  Massey,  esc^. 

2  and  3  Ph.  and  Mary. — The  same. 

4  and  5  Ph.  and  Mary. — ^Thomas  Gerard  esq  ;  Sir  Laurence  Smith,  kt. 
1  Eliz.— Sur  Thomas  Venables,  kt ;  William  Alsecher. 

5  Eliz.—> William  Gerard,  esq. ;  John  Yerworth,  esq. 

13  Elii. — William  Gerard,  esq. ;  William  Glasier,  esq. 

14  EUz.— The  same. 

27  Eliz. — Richard  Birkenhead,  esq. ;  Richard  Bavand,  alderman.  ' 

28  Eliz. — Richard  Birkenhead,  esq. ;  Peter  Warburton,  esq. 
31  £lls._The  same. 

^5  Eliz.-.-Richard  Birkenhead,  esq. ;  Gilbert  Gerard,  esq. 
39  Eliz.— Peter  Warburton,  esq. ;  William  Brook,  esq. 
43  Eliz. — Hugh  Glasier,  esq. ;  Thomas  Gamul,  esq. 
1  Jac. — Thomas  Lawton,  recorder  ;  Hugh  Glasier,  esq. ;    Hugh  Glacier, 
died,  Kenrick  ap  Evan  chosen  in  his  place 
12  Jac. — Edward  Whitby,  recorder ;  John  Binglcy,  merchant. 


ANNE. 

1.  Sir  George  Warburton,  Arlcy  ;  Sir  Rover  Mostyn,  Beetton. 

4.  Hon.  Langbain  Bootb  ;  John  Crewe  Otflejr,  Crewe. 
7.  The  same. 

9>  Sir  George  Warburton.  Arle7  4  Cbarle*  ChoImondeJejr,  Vale  Royat. 
IS.  The  same. 

GEORGE  1. 
1.  Sir  George  Warburton,  Arley ;  Hon.  Langham  Booth. 

5.  Cbarlea  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Royal ;  John  Crewe,  Crewe. 

GEORGE  II. 

t.  Charles  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Royal ;  Sir  R.  S.  Cotton,  Combcrmere. 

S.  Charles  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Royal  t  John  Crewe,  jun. 

\b.  The  same. 

SI.  The  same.    John  Crewe  dying.  Charles  Crewe,  Esq.  waa  elected  In  bis  stead. 

97.  Charles  Choi roandeley.  Vale  Royals  Samuel  Egerton, Tattoo.  Charles  Cholmon- 
deley dying  April  19. 1756.  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  of  Vale  Royal,  was  elected  in  h4« 
place. 

GEORGE  III. 

1761.  April  8.  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Rhyal ;  Samuel  Egerton,  Tatton. 

1768.  March  99.  Samuel  Egerton.  Tatton  j  John  Crewe,  Crewe, 

1774.  The  same. 

1780.  Sir  R.S.  Cotton,  Combermere;  John  Crewe,  Crewe. 
1784.  The  tame. 
1790.  The  tame. 

1795.  The  same. 

1796.  Johu  Crewe,  Crewe  1  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Royal, 

1808.  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Royal  j  William  Egerton,  Tatton.  Pftytcs  Daven. 
P<»rt,  of  Capesthom,  elected  in  the  room  of  William  Egerton,  who  died  April  Si, 
1806. 

1906.  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  Vale  Royal  i  Davies  Davenport,  Capcstbome. 
18O7.  The  same. 

1819.  Davies  Davenpoit.  Capetthorne;  William  Egerton,  Tatton. 
1818.  The  same. 

_  GEORGE  IV. 

1890.  The  same. 

1896.  The  same. 

...     •«....  WILLIAM  IV. 

1890.  William  Egerton.  Tatton  j  Viscount  Belgravc. 
*ill.  VlMoant  Betgrave  1  George  Wilbaham.  Delamere  Udge. 


Jl 


382  HISTORY  OF  CH£STER. 

18  Jac...J:d«tTd  WhUky,  noofte ;  John  Raddjrfty  alderman. 
21  Jac.^Edward  Whitby,  recorder;  John  Savage,  esq. 

1  Car.— The  same. 

1  Car.-->£dward  Whitby,  recorder ;  William  Samuel,  esq. ; 

3  Car.— Edward  Whitby,  recorder ;  John  RadclyflRs,  alderman. 

15  Car. Sir  Thomas  Smith,  kt. ;  Robt.  Brerewood,  kt.  and  aldwman. 

16  Car..-^ir  Thomas  Smith,  kt ;  Francis  Oamal,  esq. 

William  Edwards,  John  Radclfflb. 

5  Car.  II. — No  burgesses. 

6  Car.  II. — No  bmcgesses. 

8  Car.  II.— Edward  Bradshaw. 

11  Car.  II. —Jonathan  Ridge,  aMennant  John  Griffith,  aldenman. 

12  Car.  II.— John  Raddyffe,  recorder ;  William  Ince,  esq. 

13  Car.  II.— Sir  Thomas  Smith,  kt;  John  Raddyffe,  esq.  both  died; 

and  WiUiam  Williams,  esq.  and  Cd.  Robt.  Weidcn,  were 
substituted. 
31  Car.  II.— William  Williams,  esq. ;  Sir  Thos.  Orosyenor,  bart. 

31  Car.  II — The  same. 

32  Car.  II William  Williams,  esq. ;  Roger  Whitley,  esq. 

1  Jac  II. — Sir  Thos.  Grosveoor,  hart ;  Robert  Werden,  esq. 

4  Jac.  II. — Roger  Whitley,  esq. ;  George  Mainwaring,  esq. 

1  Will,  and  Mary.-^ir  Thos.  Grosvenor,  bart ;  Richard  Leving,  esq. 

7  Will.  III.— Sir  Thos.  Grosvenor,  bart. ;  Roger  Whitky,  esq. ;  on  whoae 

death  was  substituted  Thomas  Cowper,  esq. 
10  Will.  Ill* — Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  bart ;  Peter  Shakerley,  esq. 

12  Will.  III. Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  bart ;   Peter  Shakerley,  esq. 

13  Will.  Ill — The  same. 
1  Anne. — The  same. 

4  Anne.— The  same. 

7  Anne.— The  same. 

9  Anne. — The  same. 
12  Anne.— The  same. 

1  Geo.  I.— Sir  Henry  Banbury ;  Sir  Richard  Grosvenor. 

8  Geo.  I.— The  same. 

1  Geo.  II. Sir  Richard  Grosvenor,  bart. ;  Thomas  Grosvenor,  esq. ;  on 

whose  deaths,  July,  1732,  and  Jan.  1732^,  were  substi* 
tuted  Robt  Grosvenor,  esq.  and  Sir  Chas.  Bunlwry,  bttt 
8  Geo.  II. — Sir  Robt  Grosvenor,  bart ;  Shr  Chas.  Bnnboiy,  bart. 
15  Geo.  II.— The  same.    On  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  April, 

1742,  was  substituted  Philip  Henry  Warburton. 
81  Geo.  II.— Sir  Robert  Grosvenor,  bart ;  Ph.  H.  Warburton,  esq. 
27  Geo.  II.— Sir  Robert  Grosvenor,  bart. ;  Richard  Grosvenor,  eaq.    On 
the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor,  Aug.  1755,  was  edtaiblished 
Thomas  Grosvenor,  esq. 
1  Geo.  III. — ^Thomas  Grosvenor,  esq. ;  R.  Wilbraham  Bootleg  ev;. 
8  Geo.  III.— The  same. 
15  Geo.  III.— The  same. 
21  Geo.  Ill— The  same. 
24  Geo.  III.— The  same. 
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30  Geo.  III.— Thomas  GvosveDor,  eiq. ;   Robert  Vlioount  BcXgnnrc.    On 
the  death  of  Thoe.  Gtoevenor,  eeq.  17d5,  was  substitiited 
Thomas  GnsTcnoTy  esq. 
36  €reo.  IIL-^Thomas  Oxosvenor,  esq. ;  RobU  Viseount  Belgian. 
4S  Geow  III.—- The  same.    On  Lord  Belgrave's  sueoession  to  the  Sarldem  oi 
GiDSvenor,  1803|  was  substitated  Richd^SarleDnuc  Qtogfwer* 
47  Geo.  III«~Thomas  Gnsyeoor,  esq. ;  Richacd  £a(de  Diax  QfotviBos. 
47  Geo.  III. — Thomas  Grosyeiior)  esq. ;  John  EgertODy  esq. 
53  Geob  III. — Thomas  Giosvenor,  esq  i  John  Egeicony  esq. 
59  Geo.  III. — Thomas  Gtosvenor,  esq. ;  Lovd  ViseoBnt  BelgrsTSk 
1  Geow  IV — ^The  same^ 

7  6eo.  IV.— LoidViacoontBelgnTe;  Right  Hoiu  Robt.  Grqs¥enor. 
1  WlUiam  IV._Rt.  Hon.  Robt.  Grosvenor  ;  Sir  FhiUp  Qt9f  Egsctqn. 
1  William  IV.— Hon.  Robert  Grosveaor ;  F.  Cmilifib  Offlejr,  esq. 

The  Tioient  political  conaiets  that  haire  existed  in  the  ^  finr  the  It* 
twentjr^ve  yean,  had  so  entirely  seyered  and  divided  one  fui  ^  the  dtisout 
from  another,  that  any  attempt  to  write  a  history  of  these  transitions,  so  a* 
to  give  satisftetion  to  all,  even  if  undertaken  by  the  most  modcratei  imysrtisl, 
and  candid  man,  would  have  been  as  futile  as  an  attenapt.  to  lypooeiTe-  cqntrSi* 
litles.  Recent  occurrences,  however,  have  materially  tended  to  iemovey.or  at 
least  lessen,  the  asperities  of  party  animosities.  The  magaaalmons.  dedsiSf* 
tion  of  Lord  Belgrave,  made  early  in  the  year  1820,  8|4  sli|ce;S«»(pu]<it«sip 
acted  upon,  that  the  house  of  Eaton,  would  offer  only  one  eaadidate:&>K  tko 
lepsesentaikm,  and  that  no  support  or  opposition  should  be  given  bythat  honsa 
to  the  second,  has  served  to  allay  those  feelings  of  political  ri^lconr  long  in 
mlscUevooB  operation,  and  indeed,  extinguished  one  of  thapripdpal  canses 
of  dissention.  And  althou^^  truth  wiU  not  aUow  me  to  say^  thM  perfrct 
harmony  is  restored  between  the  corporation,  and  the  party  Qp|)osed  to  that 
body,  yet  the  subdued  feeling  of  hostility  on  the  pert  of  the  latter,  and  the 
disporition  to  conciliate  by  the  former,  present  a  reasonable  proapeet  of  re- 
turning concord.  This  cheering  state  of  things  greatly  reduces  the  difficultiea 
of  an  author  who  undertakes  the  Political  history  of  Chester,  inasmudli  as  a 
candid  rehtion  of  facu,  and  ingenuous  reflections  arisii^  theeeiVDm,  are 
more  likely  to  meet  with  a  cahn  consideration,  when  theshaipnesaof  ppn^ 
predelictions  are  djrhig  away,  than  when  the  bitterness  of  keen  itfiimosity  is 
in  full  operation.  It  is  diflicult,  however,  and  more  than  to  be  expesled 
under  any  cfarcumstanoes,  for  a  writer  to  meet  die  views,  and  command  tho 
approbation  of  all;  for  if  he  has  any  fixed  opinions  or  principles  of  his  own^ 
these  are  sure  to  be  at  variance  with  those  of  seme  others ;  and  besides  thi*,. 
it  is  perhaps  impossible  at  all  times  not  to  be  biassed  by  his  own  partialities» 
or  by  some  peculiar  aspect  In  which  he  views  his  subject.  Allowing  for  these 
discrepancies,  inseparable  from  human  nature,  it  is  presumed  this  history  will 
be  found  to  be  correct  as  to  facts ;  and  if  there  be  an  occaalonsl  ssntlmsBt  la 
wliich  a  portion  of  my  readers  cannot  concur,  there  is  nothing,  I  trust,  which 
will  deserve  their  opprobrium. 

The  political  history  of  the  d^  divides  itself  into  two  bnoches,  the 
dric  and  parliamentary ;  and  although  it  would  be  desinUa  to«  tieafc  then 
apart,  they  an  so  incorporated  and  connected,  the  drcamstaacei  of  oiiebeili| 
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often  dependent  upon  those  of  the  other,  that  It  would  almost  be  fmpoisible^ 

The  varioQg  chalften  granted  to  the  dty  have  been  already  noticed ;  but  that 

which  is  considered  the  governing  one,  is  that  df  Henry  VII.  in  some  dauses 

of  which  there  is  an  ambiguity  which  has  led  to  frequent  litigation.     It 

dearly  appears  that  at  different  periods,  different  modes  preraOed  in  the  dec- 

tion  of  corporate  officers.    Thus  about  the  year  1514,  (eight  years  only  after 

this  charter  was  granted)  some  irregularities  prevailed,  for  a  commissioner  was 

aent  from  the  king  to  regulate  sundry  nutters  in  die  eorponttion,  by  whom  it 

was  ordered  (infer  aHa)  **  that  they  should,  in  the  dection  of  their  mayor, 

as  wdl  as  in  other  matters,  conform  to  the  directions  of  their  charters.**    We 

are  not  informed  in  what  particulars  there  had  been  a  deviation  from  the 

charters  ;  but  King's  Vale  Royal  states,  ^  that  in  that  year  them  were  two 

mayors  and  four  sherifis,  but  that  the  first  of  them  were  not  dected  lawfully ; 

and  so  afterwards,  another  dection  being  appdnted,  the  others  were  chosen  at 

Christmas.**    It  would  seem  that  immediatdy  after  this  period,  the  election 

of  aldennen  was  annual ;  for  in  the  first  corporation  trial  at  Shrewsbury,  the 

king  against  Amery,  an  office  copy  of  an  entiy  in  the  corporation  books,  was 

produced,  containing  the  names  of  the  twenty Jfour  aldennen,  from  the  Friday 

next  after  die  feast  €i  St.  Dennis,  7th  Henry  VIII.  (1616)  /or  onewibole 

yecac,  next  following.    How  long  after  this  time  the  popular  mode  of  election 

continued  is  not  ascertained,  but  it  is  very  certain,  it  must  have  been  of  short 

duration  ;  fbr  soon  afterwards,  the  dioice  of  common^ooondlmen  was  made 

hjf  the  mayor  alone,  and  then  by  the  sdect  body.    This  fact  is  shewn  by 

a  bye-law  of  the  corporation,  produced  also  on  the  above  trial,  dated  1&54« 

whereby  it  was  ordained,  that  from  thenceforth  **•  All  such  persons  as  shall 

want  of  the  number  of  the  forty  common  councillors,  shall  be  always  chosen 

by  the  mayor,  dldermeny  and  the  residite  of  the  common-eonneil,  wiikin 

thevr  eoimcil-Aotue  at  the  pentiee ;  and  not  by  the  mayor  only  {ae  had  been 

many  timei  done  for  favour  or  qfeetien)  mthont  eoneent  of  hie  brethren.^* 

About  the  year  1572,  a  dispute  (on  what  subject  does  not  dearly  appear) 

arose  between  &e  corporation  and  William  Glazlor,  vice-chamberhun  of  the 

exchequer.    On  this  occasion  the  deviation  from  the  letter  of  the  charter  in 

the  dection  of  aldermen  and  common-council,  became  the  subject  of  inquiry. 

Accordingly  an  information  was  brought  in  the  court  of  exchequer  agunst 

the  mayor  and  one  of  the  aldermen,  on  this  account :  they  appeared  to  the 

information,  and  a  day  was  given  them  to  put  in  their  answer.    But  there 

does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  formal  hearing  of  the  case ;  and  the  dispute 

was  dismissed.    This  was  considered  a  signal  victory  by  the  corporation, 

which  that  body  does  not  appear  to  have  sustained  with  becoming  moderation, 

as  may  be  coUected  from  the  lofty  tone  of  an  order  they  made  upon  this 

occasion.* 


*  Of  this  order  the  following  is  a  copy: — "18  August,  1B79.-  At  an  assembly 
holden  in  the  common-haU,  before  Roger  Lea,  mayor— reciting  the  said  order  of  the 
1st  of  April  last,  and  that  chief  matter  in  the  information  therein  mentioned  was,  the 
mayor  pretended,  contrarF  to  the  effect  of  their  charter,  to  elect  aldermen  and  common 
council,  viz.  by  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the  said  city,  where  the  charter 
limiteth  the  same  to  be  by  the  mayor  and  citizens  i  and  the  effect  of  which  said  answer 
was.  that  by  sufficient  warrant  by  the  said  charter  and  the  usage  the  same  were  and 
lawfully  might  be  chosen  by  the  mayor  and  common-council )  and  that  the  choice  so  to 
be  made,  was  a  better  manner  of  chnsing  the  said  aldermen  and  common-council  than 
the  other.  And  whereas  at  this  assembly,  — - —  Harry,  alderman ;  Richard  Haisey, 
Robert  Brock,  Thomas  Lyneat),  Thomas  Burgess,  Thomas  Fletcher,  Roger  Byrne*  and 


POtlTlCAt  HlftfOItV.  385 

in  1605,  tbe  office  of  recorder  being  vacant.  King  James  I.  by  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  mayor,  expressed  his  wish,  or  rather  purpose,  of  having  the 
appointment  to  that  office  transfemed  to  the  crown.  This  incident  is  worthy 
of  observation,  not  merely  because  it  is  a  developement  of  that  plan  of 
encroachment  upon  the  liberty  of  eoiporations  which  was  begun  in  this  reign, 
and  carried  to  such  fatal  lengths  in  the  succeeding  ones,  but  eqiedally  as  an 
instance  of  patriotic  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  to  arbitrary 
power.    The  reply  to  the  king's  demand  is  contained  in  the  subjoined  note.^ 

Antbont  Hankey  (among  others)  bare*  In  open  anembly.becn  chanced  that  they  abouM* 
contrary  to  their  said  flrtt  agrrement  and  astent.and  which  waa  to  send  up  the  mayor 
and  others,  the  citizens,  with  complaint  to  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Leicester. 
ho#  they  were,  for  their  orderly  proceedings  In  that  manner  of  electiout  called  to  their 
trouble,  and  charged  to  answer  their  proceedings,  before  Wiiliam  Glazeor,  his  deputy 
in  the  exchequer ;  that  their  fhands  are  subscribed  to  a  certain  petition  directed  to  the 
said  right  honourable  tbe  earl  of  Leicester,  requiring  to  have  the  choice  of  their  alder- 
men and  counsellors  left  to  them,  according  to  the  words  of  the  charter,  via. 
to  the  mayor  and  all  the  citizens }  neither  regarding  the  other  clauses  contained  in 
the  same  charter,  neither  the  continual  usage,  neither  the  utter  subversion  of  the 
state  of  this  city,  if  the  same  should  take  place  contrary  to  their  former  order  and 
agreement,  to  the  hindrance  and  defacing  of  the  mayor  and  city's  proceedings.  And 
whereas  they  have  eveiy  of  them  been  severally  called  to  answer  this  their  manner 
of  contrary  dealing,  in  causes  of  such  importance,  have  every  of  them  either  so 
wilfully  or  simply  answered,  as  the  same  council  thlnk»  for  that  their  untrue  dealing 
contrary  to  their  own  assent,  they  and  every  of  them  worthy  to  be  utterly  dis- 
franchised from  the  freedom  of  this  city,  and  never  hereafter  to  be  received  as  worthy 
members  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  said  liberties,  especially  to  be  of  the  cooncU  of  this 
city  i  yet,  nevertheless,  the  said  mayor  and  council  'do  protract  and  respite  tbe  final 
order  to  be  taken  for  any  of  their  final  disfranchisements,  until  the  assembly  next  to  be 
holden  within  the  said  city,  with  contentment,  that  if  in  the  mean  time,  they,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  deliver  to  the  mayor,  in  writing,  subscribed  with  their  names,  a  plain  and 
simple  declaration  of  the  true  cause  that  moved  them  so  to  subscribe  the  same,  by 
whose  procurement,  and  upon  what  occasiout  acknowledging  their  offence  in  their  so 
doing  with  submission,  to  the  mayor  and  whole  council,  to  stand  to  what  punishment 
or  fine  the  same  shall  take,  touching  their  said  misbehaviour,  and  with  protestation 
never  in  the  like,  or  in  any  thing  that  may  tend  to  the  pr^odice  of  the  liberties  of  this 
city,  to  be  adviser  or  partaker  with  others :  that  then  the  mayor  and  council,  upon  such 
aubmission,  and  the  trial,  whether  the  same  be  simply  or  feigned,  to  stay  their  said  dis- 
franchisements, with  putting  them  to  such  punishments,  by  fine  or  otherwise,  as  to  the 
same  mayor  and  council  at  that  assembly,  upon  due  consideration  of  the  said  snbmis- 
sion,  sDall  think  most  requisite  and  convenient.'* 

«  The  copie  of  the  Maier  and  Citizens  of  this  citie  their  petition  unto  the  King's  Ma'tie 
to  have  their  free  election  to  make  cboise  of  a  Recorder. 
To  the  Kinge's  moste  excellent  Majestic, 
Moste  dreade  and  most  gracious  sov'igne.    In  obedience  to  yo*r  Ma'ties  letters  to 
ns  addressed,  dated  the  xxij  of  November  taste,  but  delivered  fiiste  the  tennth  Of  this 
inst.  January,  for  the  electinge  of  Hugh  Mainwaringe  unto  the  office  of  recorder  within 
this  citie,  w*ch  now  is  become  voied  by  the  death  of  our  late  recorder  the  vjth  of  this 
n^onth.    Wee,  the  maior,  aldermen,  and  counsel!  of  the  said  citie,  unto  whom  the  elec- 
tion belongeth,  assembled  ourselfes  together  upon  receipte  of  your  highnes  said  lettefs. 
But  forasmuch  as  by  the  said  charter  granted  unto  us  by  yoornoble  progenitor  Henry 
the  vUth  of  blessed  memorie,  and  laielie  confirmed  by  your  Ma'ie,  noe  person  is  ellRible 
to  that  uHice,  excepte  he  be  one  of  the  xxiiij  aldermen,  and  none  can  be  chosen  an  alder- 
man, excepte  he  be  first  infranchlsed  and  made  a  free  citizen  amongste  us.    Such  the 
said  Hugh  Ms  inwaring  is  not,  nor  ever  came  here  in  person  to  desyre  the  same,  but  is  a 
mere  stranger  to  us,  and  the  state  of  this  incorporation,  for  the  observation  of  w*ch 
charter,  and  all  other  liberties  granted  to  this  citie  wc  have  taken  our  corporall  oathes. 
Wee,  therefore,  your  Ma'ties  most  humble  and  loyall  subjectes.  cannot  without  expresse 
breach  of  our  oathes,  and  infringeinge  of  our  liberties,  elect  the  said  Hughe  Manwair- 
Inge  to  be  our  recorder ;  of  wh'ch  our  iuste  excuse  we  do  most  humbly  beseeche  your 
M'tics  gracious  acceptacon.    And  that  your  highnes  will  be  pleased  of  your  accustomed 
grace  and  clemencie  to  vourhsarc  unto  us  our  free  election,  and  to  give  us  leave  to  make 
choise  of  a  man  to  that  office,   who  is  capable  thereof  by  our  charter,  whereof  at  this 
tymc  there  are  div'se  amonxest  us  whoe  are  alreadic  aldermen  of  this  citie,  and  such  as 
have  heretofore  donne  good  service  to  this  corporation,  and  are  evrie  waie  fit  for  the 
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In  1662,  the  oommlffsioiMn  for  regulating  the  eorporatioD,  viz.  haui 
BieretoD,  Sir  Peter  Leycester,  Sir  Richard  OroBrenor,  and  Sir  Oeofiry  Shac- 
kerley,  turned  out  several  aldermen  and  oaismon*coiincil-nien,  for  lefusing  to 
take  the  oaths,  pieaerihed  by  the  act  passed  for  that  purpose,  which  was  in- 
tended to  remove  from  all  offices  of  trust  or  authority,  those  who  Were  sus- 
pected to  be  disaffected  to  the  restoration.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  these 
rejected  and  disgraced  members  were  of  principles  and  dispositions  unfavour- 
able to  the  high  and  arbitrary  notions  wblch  were  then  beginning  to  revive 
and  prevaiL  Cavalier  and  Roundhead,  high  church  and  low  chnrcfa^  tory  and 
whig,  the  fonner  the  supporters,  and  the  latter  tho  opposers  of  arbitrary 
power,  were  now  the  distinguishing  epithets  of  the  opposite  parties  ;  and  it 
may  easily  be  supposed  that  the  degraded  corporators  would  emlvace  every 
opportunity  of  resenting  the  indignity  offered  them.  It  was  in  this  state  of 
public  feeUng  that  the  first  parliamentary  contest  that  I  am  acquainted  with 
took  place,  in  the  year  1672.  The  recorder,  Mt.  William  Williams,  and 
Cobnel  Werden,  the  latter  of  whom  had  been  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  II.  were  opponents,  and  the  election 
tenninated  in  favour  of  Werden.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  circum- 
stantial account  of  this  election,  but  it  was  probably  very  severe;  and 
attended  with  fatal  circumstances,  eight  men  having  been  killed  in 
the  crowd,  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  of  the  common-hall,  and  the  poll  was 
adjourned  to  the  Roodee.  This  circumstance  is  alluded  to  in  Roger  Whit- 
ley's petition  to  the  lords  justices,  complaining  of  an  alteration  made  by  the 
mayor  in  the  mode  of  elections ;  in  which,  contemplating  a  tedious  poll,  he 
says,  *^  which  may  be  tumukuary  and  dangerous,  considering  our  great  ani- 
mosities, and  the  large  morning  draughts,  on  such  occasions,  which  we  are 
the  more  apprehensive  of,  when  we  call  to  mind  that  eight  men  lost  their 
lives  here  in  one  morning,  upon  a  parliamentary  election.'* 

It  was  probably  owing  to  this  circumstance,  as  weH  as  the  spirit  of 
encroachment  on  the  liberties  of  corporations,  which  was  now  beginning 
openly  to  manifest  itself,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  make  a  few  alte- 
rations in  the  charter  of  Chester,  and  to  abridge  somewhat  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  corporation.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1676,  a  new  charter  was 
made,  which,  diough  it  left  the  right  of  election  prescribed  in  that  of  Henry 
VII.  unaltered,  introduced  a  difference  in  the  following  particulars :— . 

1.  The  mayor  to  be  elected  on  the  Friday  after  St.  Dennis*8  day,  or 
within  one  month  next  following. 

2.  The  sheriffs  to  continue  from  the  time  of  their  election  until  the  said 
Friday,  and  from  thence  till  others  are  chosen  in  their  room. 

3.  The  mayor  and  sheriffs  to  take  the  oaths  of  office  immediately  after 
they  are  elected,  if  then  present ;  and  if  not  present,  within  one  month  next 
after  such  election,  before  the  mayor  and  commonalty,  and  before  the  alder- 
men of  die  city,  or  four  of  them  at  least. 

4.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  all  the  officers,  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance and  supremacy. 

place,  both  for  their  learn inge  in  the  lawes,  their  knowledge  and  experience  of  our  order* 
and  liberttest  and  their  lincerctie  in  the  true  religion.  And  Mree,  your  Ma*tiea  moste 
loyall  subjectes,  according  to  our  most  bounden  duities  do.  and  nvill  always  upon  the 
knees  of  our  hartes  pruie  to  the  almighiie  God.  for  the  most  happie  and  prosperous  estate 
of  your  most  excellent  Ma'iie  longe  to  rcigne  over  us." 
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5.  The  lecoidCT  to  be  elected  by  the  select  body,  end  to  be  nfiproved  by 

the  king. 

6.  The  town^derk  to  be  approved  by  title  king. 

The  strength  of  the  opposite  parties  being  nearly  equal  (as  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  violence  of  the  contest  in  1672),  they  seem  to  have  agreed  for 
a  time  to  divide  the  representation.  In  1678  and  1680,  the  recorder,  William 
Williams,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Orosvenor  (son  of  Shr  Richard)  were  Returned 
members.  Bat  the  year  following,  when  the  alarm  concerning  a  popish 
successor  to  the  crown  grew  loud,  the  whigs  seem  to  have  had  the  advantage, 
and  the  recorder,  and  Colonel  Roger  Whitley  were  elected  representatives. 
The  latter  gentleman  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  rojral  cause  at  the  resto* 
ration.  When  the  king^s  friends  rose  in  Cheshire,  afVer  Cromwell^s  death, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Booth,  and  some  other  persons  of  distinc* 
tion.  Colonel  Whitley  brought  a  message  froru  his  majesty,  with  an  account 
of  the  preparations  he  was  making  abroad,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  come 
over  as  soon  as  opportunity  served.  Ainong  other  dispositions  to  favour  this 
attempt,  Mr.  Whitley  pat  a  garrison  into  Hawaiden  castle.  It  may  there- 
fore be  justly  concluded,  that  he  was  in  high  favour  with  die  king,  who.  In 
his  grant  to  Whidey  of  the  mastership  of  the  hospital  lands,  calls  him  ^^our 
well.beloved  and  faithful  servant*'  The  despotic  measures  of  the  king,  how^ 
ever,  especially  towards  the  condusion  of  his  leign,  rendered  Whttitey  a 
decided  enemy  to  the  measures  of  the  «onrt. 

The  apprehensions  of  the  people  lest  the  throne  should  be  filled  by  a 
bigoted  papist,  which  the  Duke  of  York  was  known  to  be,  put  the  oommona 
in  a  bad  humour  with  the  king,  and  a  bill  of  exclusion  being  brought  in, 
was  made  the  stiie  qtM  non  of  every  pecuniary  grant  As  money  could  not 
be  had  without  parliaments,  nothing  remidned  but  to  attempt  to  give  the 
crown  such  a  decisive  sway  in  the  choice  of  members,  that  opposition  might 
become  too  feeble  to  counteract  its  views.  It  was  imagined,  and  not 
without  icaaon,  that  this  might  be  effected  by  getting  the  power  of  nomi- 
nating the  officers  <^  ooi]KM»tionB  into  the  king's  hands,  through  the  destruc- 
tion of  thdr  ancient  charteis  and  constitutions  ^  and  the  scheme  was  accord- 
ingly put  in  eseecution.  Some  boroughs  were  terrified,  and  others  were 
cajtrfed,  into  a  surrender  of  dieir  charters ;  and  against  those  who  held  out, 
informations  in  the  nature  of  quo  wanranto  were  filed  ;  and  it  was  soon  found, 
>that  the  court  was  detormined  at  any  rate  to  aeoomplish  its  views.  Upon 
this  point,  the  corporation  of  Chester  appear  to  have  been  divided  in  senti- 
ment ;  and  some  of  them  proceed  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  eoiirt,  by  a 
voluntary  surrender  of  their  «M  charter.  This  was,  however,  efiectually 
resisted  by  the  majority,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
measures  of  compulsion.  An  faiformation  being  filed  m  Tiinity  term,  1683, 
an  assembly  was  convened  to  consider  whether  any  appearance  should  be 
entered;  previous  to  which  the  anti-court  party,  had  been  trying  theu: 
strength  among  the  citizens,  and  had  procured  upwards  of  six  hundred  signa- 
tures to  an  engagement  to  defend  the  suit  When  the  point,  however,  came 
to  be  debated  in  the  assembly.  Street,  the  mayor,  an  opponent  of  the  court, 
found  a  majority  against  him ;  he  thereforo  dissolved  the  meeting,  and  re- 
tired, with  the  insignia  of  his  office,  the  sword  and  mace.  But  the  remafaihig 
members,  contmubg  in  the  coundl-room,  ^ted  that  no  appearance  should 
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be  made  I*  the  infermtttlmi.*  Street,  indeed,  endeRVonied  to  npplf  this 
defect  by  ■■  appearance  under  his  private  teal ;  but  this  was  rejected  by  the 
court  of  icing's  bench,  as  informal ;  and  in  Hilary  term  foUowing,  jodgment 
was  given  that  the  liberties  should  be  seised  into  the  King's  hands  until  the 
court  should  further  order,  which  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution  by  a 
writ  of  seizure.  In  the  nest  term  but  one,  a  rule  for  final  judgment  was 
given,  nnksa  cause  should  be  shewn  within  «  week ;  and  on  the  total  silence 
of  the  corporation,  a  farther  rule  for  entry  of  that  judgment  was  made  accord- 
higly ;  but  the  entry  was,  through  some  neglect,  omitted. 

Active  measures  were  now  prosecuted  by  the  friends  of  government  to 
obtain  a  new  charter ;  and  with  this  object,  a  number  of  persons,  among 
whom  was  Thomas  Grosvenor,  were  dispatched  to  London,  wheve  they  suc- 
ceeded in  their  purpose,  and  in  this  new  charter,  Sir  Thomas  was  named  the 
first  mayor.  The  following  paragraph,  inserted  in  the  appendix  to  the 
Shrewsbury  trials  (No.  6}  contains  an  account  of  the  xeception  of  this  doCH« 
ment  in  the  city  :-• 

«« Chester,  March  7,  1684.— Yesterday  was  brought  hither  the  new 
charter  his  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  grant  unto  this  city,  by 
Six  Thomas  Grosvenor,  our  present  mayor,  accompanied  with  the  high  sheriff, 
our  governor,  Sir  Philip  Egerton,  and  a  great  many  other  gentlemen  of  the 
county.  At  their  entrance  into  the  liberties,  they  were  met  by  the  justices, 
the  aldermen,  and  common-council,  in  their  formalities,  the  militia,  being  in 
arms,  and  the  twenty-four  companies  of  tradesmen,  making  a  guard  ftom  the 
Bars-gate  to  the  Eastgate,  and  the  battalion  in  garrison  here,  making  a  guard 
from  the  Eastgate  to  the  Milk-stoops.  Being  come  to  Guildhall,  amidst  the 
loud  and  repeated  acclamations  of  the  people,  the  charter  was  read,  and  the 
mayor  having  made  a  very  loyal  speech,  which  met  with  the  general  applause, 
satisfaction,  and  thanks  of  the  assembly,  he  and  the  rest  of  the  officen  were 
sworn  ;  which  done,  the  mayor  came  to  the  Gross,  drank  the  ldng*B  health, 
Bnd  ordered  the  conduit  to  run  with  wine,  and  afterwards  treated  the  whole 
company  very  splendidly,  the  great  guns  firing  fipom  the  castle,  with  vollies 
of  small  shot,  the  music  playhig,  and  bells  ringfaig,  with  other  demonstrations 
•f  an  universal  joy." 

Notwithstanding  that  this  announcement  afiects  the  entire  satisfactton  of 
the  citizens  on  the  grant  of  ^the  new  diarter,  yet  this  was  &r  from  being  the 
case.  The  insidious  designs  of  the  Idng  were  but  ill  concealed,  and  numhcis 
looked  with  appalling  apprehensions  to  the  nltfanate  issue.  Befoue  thk  bvsi- 
ness  was  quite  completed,  Chaaies  II.  died ;  and  the  peaceable  and  undis- 
puted accession  of  his  brother  to  the  throne,  seemed  to  give  every  prospect  of 
stability  to  the  new  arrangement.  An  election  of  members  for  the  new  par- 
liament was  of  course  to  be  held,  and  this  was  to  take  place  two  or  three  days 
after  the  charter  had  been  received.  No  opposition  being  ofeed.  Sir  Thomas 
Grosvenor  and  Colonel  Werden  were  returned  for  the  city. 

*  This  proceeding  t«  tbas  related  by  Whitley,  in  hit  answer  to  an  order  of  conn- 
cil,  dated  87th  July,  1693 : — *•  We  know  (by  sad  experience  and  many  fatal  instances) 
that  the  petitioners  acted  as  conimon»council-men  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  and  contrary  to  their  duties,  and  the  established  rules  of  our  assemblies,  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  after  the  mayor  had  dissolved  an  assembly,  and  retired  with  the 
vword  and  mace,  they,  with  twenty-two  more  of  their  complices,  voted  to  surrender 
their  charter,  though  the  quo  warranto  required  only  an  appearance,  and  above  six  hun- 
4red  of  the  most  considerable  citizens  had  subscribed  a  declaration  to  answer  it 
•ocordiaghr,'* 
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Out  <^  the  fifsfc  objects  (hat  engaged  the  attention  of  the  new  fprporatora, 
was,  to  raise  money  for  dischargsng  the  expence  of  obtaining  IJ^^eir  charter. 
The  chaigea  of  all  former  charters  had  been  paid  by  a  rate  levied  on  the  citi- 
aens  at  large ;  but  it  was  not  deemed  adviseable  to  have  recourse  to  that 
expedient  on  the  present  occasion.  A  portion  of  the  city  plate  was  therefore 
aold,  some  additional  sums  raised  by  mortgage  of  the  revenues,  and  suffering 
encroachments  on  the  city  lands,  and  a  donation  of  £20.  was  presented  by 

colonel  Waiden. 

From  the  first  moment  of  ascending  the  throne,  that  weak  and  mis- 
guided prince.  King  James  1 1,  entertained  the  project  of  establishing  popery 
in  the  kingdom ;  but  the  test  laws,  then  with  reason  deemed  the  bulwarks  of 
the  state,  stood  in  the  way.  Every  efibrt  was  exerted  to  procure  their  repeal, 
and  in  order  to  engage  the  dissenters,  from  motives  of  self-interest,  he  pub- 
lished a  declaration  for  a  general  liberty  of  conscience.  The  scheme  was 
easily  seen  through ;  and  while  the  dissenters  thankfully  accepted  this  respite 
from  the  persecution  they  had  long  groaned  under,  they  remained  firm  in 
their  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  tests.  In  order  to  try  what  royal  inter- 
ference would  do  towards  procuring  a  parliament  favourable  to  his  wishes, 
the  king,  in  1687)  made  a  prog)ress  through  many  of  the  principal  towns  and 
cities,  and  among  others,  came  to  Chester ;  when  great  preparations  were 
made  here  to  receive  him.* 

In  the  following  year,  matters  began  to  draw  towards  a  crisis  with  the 
unfortunate  James.  Still  in  hopes  that  the  dissenters  might  be  rendered 
favourable  to  his  designs,  he  was  resolved  to  tempt  them  with  the  offers  of 
power  and  dignity*  With  this  view  a  change  was  made  in  most  of  the  cor- 
porations in  the  kingdom,  and  a  like  attempt  was  made  in  that  of  Chester. 
By  the  royal  order  the  new  charter  was  cancelled,  an  order  of  amoval  was 
issued,  and  another  sent  of  the  same  import,  only  altering  the  persons — ^but 
when  the  newly  appointed  officers  were  called  upon  to  be  sworn  in,  they  una- 
nioioasly  refused  it,  and  desired  that  the  ancient  charter  might  be  restored-f 

Thna,  through  the  dismission  of  the  corporation  created  by  Charleses 
charter,  and  the  non-acceptance  of  that  of  James,  the  city  was  for  near  three 
months  destitute  of  magistrates,  and  the  election-day  passed  over  without  any 
officers  being  chosen.  The  king  indeed  was  at  that  time  busily  employed  in 
endeavottiing  to  repair  the  wrong  steps  which  were  bringing  inevitable  ruin 
apon  him,  and  particularly  in  replachig  all  the  ooiporations  on  their  former 
footing.  Particular  care  seems  to  tiave  been  taken  as  to  that  of  Chester,  that 
no  form  might  be  wanting  wliich  could  tend  to  give  effect  to  the  restoration  of 
its  ancient  franchises.  It  was  not  only  included  in  the  general  proclamation 
issued  for  that  purpose,  but  a  particular  order  of  council  was  made  for  the 
restitution  of  the  old  <^arter,  and  the  discharge  of  any  officers  who  had,  or 
m%ht  have,  acted  under  the  new  ones ;  a  warrant  was  directed  to  the  crown- 
lawyers  for  preparing  a  charter  of  pardon  and  release  of  the  judgements  ob- 
tained against  the  former  corporation,  and  for  replacing  them  in  their  offices, 
which  accordingly  passed  with  all  their  necessary  forms,  26th  of  October, 
1688.    From  the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  the  5th  of  November, 

*  For  an  accouat  of  the  king's  reception  here,  see  vol.  ii.  page  S43. 

t  For  an  interesting  relation  of  these  proceedings,  sec  an  account  by  the  Rcr. 
Matthew  Henry,  tol.  ii.  page  i&5>6. 
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and  wbfle  it  wan  donbcfbl  wlAt  tnni  the  tffiiin  of  the  kjngdoili  would  take, 
nothing  was  done  in  eonaeqncnee  of  thia  diaHcr.  Bnt  on  the  ISth  of  that 
month,  when  matters  carried  a  more  decided  aspect,  the  old  eocporation  le- 
assamed  thefar  offices.  In  eonaeqnence  of  the  Prinee  of  Orange*s  requisition 
for  electing  members  to  meet  in  oonvention  on  the  3Snd  of  January,  1688-9, 
eolond  Whitief  and  alderman  Mainwariag  became  candidates,  and  were 
returned  without  opposition. 

The  ooDfentlon  parliament,  having  completed  the  glorious  work  of 
settling  the  gorcrnmeot  upon  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  a  general  elec- 
tion  was  deemed  adviseable,  which  occurred  in  the  month  of  Ifaxch,  1890, 
and  a  fiiir  trial  of  strength  between  the  two  parties,  whig  and  tory,  was  re- 
nolyed  upon.  The  candidates  were  on  one  side,  sfar  Thomaa  GroaTenor  and 
Mr.  Leving;  and  on  the  other,  colonel  Whitley  and  alderman  Mainwailng. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  pnbBahed  account  of  this  memorable 
contest,  but  as  the  votes  were  so  nearly  equally  divided  between  the  two,  and 
as  party  diffiarenoes  ran  very  high,  it  is  more  than  probable,  it  was  carried  on 
widi  great  ardour,  if  not  acrimony.  Sir  Thomas  and  Leving  were  the  suc- 
cessful candidates,  bnt  Col.  Whitley  and  Mr.  Mahiwaring  presented  a  petition 
to  the  house  of  commons,  oomphdning  of  an  undue  dection.  As  the  proceed- 
ings before  the  house  of  commons  on  this  petition  devdope  some  curious 
particulaia  relative  to  the  dty  franchises,  and  are  but  little  known,  I  shall 
here  lay  the  whole  of  them  before  my  readers,  as  published  at  the  time. 

«^  Hoirss  OF  CoMMOM  8.— Thursday,  Mardi  27,  2d  W.  and  M.— A 
petition  of  Roger  Whitley  and  George  Mainwaring,  esqrs.  was  read,  thereby 
settfaig  forth  that  they  were,  and  stand  duly  elected  for  the  dty  and  county  of 
the  dty  of  Chester,  by  the  major  part  of  the  legal  dectors  there  ;  but  that 
the  shorifis,  not  joining  in  the  return,  though  Mr.  Batho  was  williDg  (behig 
one  of  the  said  sherifis)  so  to  do,  and  tendered  an  fatdenture  signed  by  him 
and  the  dectors  for  that  purpose,  to  Mr.  Partington,  the  other  sheriff^  who 
refused  to  join  therein ;  but  hath,  to  the  apparent  prejudice  of  the  petitioners, 
returned  sir  Thomas  Orosvenor,  and  Riduad  Leving,  esq.  by  another  inden- 
ture, without  the  other  sherifTs  jobiing  therein,  and  without  ihdr  being  duly 
diosen ;  and  praying  the  condderatlon  of  the  premises,  that  the  invalidity 
of  the  said  pretended  return  may  be  examined,  and  the  petitioners  relieved. 

^^  Wednesday,  December  2,  2d  W.  and  Mary.— Report  from  the  com. 
mittee  of  privileges  and  elections  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  toudiinj^ 
the  decdon  of  citizens  to  serve  In  this  present  parliament  for  the  city  of 
Chester.    The  poll  was  thus,  vis. 

For  Sir  Thomas  Orosvenor. .  408 1  For  Mr.  Whitley 484 

Mr.  Leving 494  |         Mr.  Mahiwaring  ....  457 

On  behalf  of  the  petitioners  were  called, 

David  Parry  ;  who  9aid  125  were  made  free  after  the  teste  of  the  writ, 
whereof  91  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  and  23  or  25  voted  for  Mr.  Whit- 
ley, and  22  voted  for  BIr.  Mainwaring.  Of  the  number  that  were  so  made 
free,  were  one  Sdby,  an  apprentice  to  one  Waltham,  and  16  others  that  were 
mmors. 

That  Bryan  Bolhrnd  testified,  that  there  are  in  Chester  several  almsmen, 
who  wear  badges,  and  have  £4  a  year  for  thdr  Uvea,  whereof  five  voted  for 
the  petitkMters,  and  eig^it  for  the  dtthig  members ;  and  that  his  son  told  hfan 
he  had  lOs.  to  make  him  ftee.    That  on  the  18tii  of  Maidi  he  apprehended 
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the  poll  was  only  adjoaimd ;  for  that  sheriff  Batho  said,  '^  he  adjouriied  it" 
And  the  next  day  18  fxeemen  came  to  vote  for  the  petUkmecs,  and  were 
refused* 

That  Street,  a  witness  testified,  that  he  was  present  when  the  new  fzee^ 
men  were  made,  and  took  notice  of  it  to  the  petitioners,  and  advised  them  to 
get  some  made  free  for  them ;  but  they  denied  it  upon  the  case  of  Dartmouth. 
That  several  masten  complained  their  apprentioes  weee  made  ikee  fiontrary  to 
their  knowledge  ;  that  two  (as  he  was  told)  had  12s.  a  pieoe  to  vote  for  the 
sitting  members ;  but  confessed  he  was  made  free  when  a  minor. 

That  Ridiard  Cooper  said,  he  went  with  three  men  to  the  Bear,  where 
Sir  Thomas  Crrosrenor  came  to  them, ;  and  they  told  Sir  Thomas,  thai  they 
had  a  mind  to  be  made  free,  but  wanted  money  ;  and  he  bid  them  go  to  Mr. 
Johnson,  and  let  him  look  over  their  indentures ;  that  if  their  indentures  were 
right,  they  should  have  money ;  and  that  Mr.  Johnson  approved  of  their 
indentures,  and  they  told  liim  they  had  money,  but  he  did  not  see  them 
receive  it.  That  Mr.  Johnson  voted  for  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  and  Sir 
Thomas  lodged  in  his  house. 

That  John  Orme  said,  he  received  of  Johnson  and  one  Bennet  12  or  13 
shillings  to  make  him  free,  and  vote  for  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  and  the  other 
sitting  member,  Richard  Leving,  Esq. 

That  Samuel  Davies  said,  he  received  of  Johnson  and  Bennett  3ts.  to 
make  him  firee,  and  vote  fbr  the  sitting  members. 

And  both  Orme  and  Davies  said,  if  they  had  not  received  that  money, 
they  would  have  voted  for  the  petitioners. 

That  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  were  called, 

Thomas  Wilcock  ;  who  said,  he  had  known  all  elections  since  the  resto- 
ration,  and  that  a  son  of  a  freeman  may  demand  his  freedom  when  capable 
of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  viz.  at  sixteen  years  of  age ;  and  that  an 
apprentice  has  a  right  to  bis  freedom  if  he  comes  out  of  his  time  before  he  is 
21  years  of  age. 

That  Skelhom  said,  he  was  mayor  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and  has 
known  the  several  elections  since  the  restoration,  and  never  knew  any  freeman 
of  Chester,  young  or  old^  rich  or  poor,  denied  his  vote.  That  those  who  were 
made  free,  were  either  free  bom,  or  claimed  by  service  ;  and  that  none  were 
ever  put  by  their  freedom  that  were  capable  of  taking  an  oath.  That  tiie 
aforesaid  almsmen  were  never  refused  their  votes.  That  Alderman  Street  was 
active  to  bring  aspersions  on  Sir  Thomas  Orosvenor,  on  purpose  to  keep  liim 
off  from  being  a  parliament  man. 

That  William  Wilson  testified  that  the  aforesaid  almsmen  always  voted, 
and  that  minors,  if  free,  always  polled.  That  Mr.  Sheriff  Partington  ma- 
naged the  poll,  with  the  consent  of  the  other  sheriff,  Batho ;  and  made  two 
proclamations  before  closing  the  poll,  and  then  closed  the  poll,  the  18th  of 
March.  That  next  morning  the  books  were  cast  up  publicly,  and  the  sitting 
members  declared  duly  elected. 

That  Richard  Hockenhull  testified,  that  he  saw  all  die  proceedings)  and 
he  thought  it  a  fair  election.  That  tiie  books  wore  sealed  up  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  sheriff  Batho ;  and  that  it  was  said  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  tenant  t»  one 
of  the  petitioners. 
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That  npdR  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  came  to  levenl  icaoIutlDMy 
whkh  behig  lead  at  the  table,  were  as  follow,  vis. 

Resolved,— That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  eommittee,  that  sir  Thomas 
(JrOBvenor,  barL  is  duly  elected  a  dtisen  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament 
for  the  dty  o(  Chester. 

Resolvedy— That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  Bichsid 
Leving,  esq.  is  duly  dected  a  dtiiCD  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  foe 
the  dty  of  Chester. 

The  first  resolution  bdng  read  a  second  time,  and  the  question  being  put 
that  the  house  do  agree  with  the  committee  in  tlie  said  resolution,  the  house 
divided, 

Yeas 186   |    Noes 18d 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiiimative. 

The  second  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
housedo  agree  with  the  committee  in  the  said  resolution.*' 

The  result  of  this  contest,  and  the  proceedings  had  in  consequence  of  ii, 
demonstrate  how  nearly  balanced  the  interests  of  the  oppodte  parties  were  in 
the  dty,  and  how  equally  divided  also  were  the  members  of  the  house 
of  commons  on  the  merits  of  the  election.  But  an  epoch  soon  arrived, 
which  is  peculiarly  distlnguislied  in  our  civic  history,  and  produced  events, 
the  propriety  of  which  has  led  to  a  variety  of  opinions  from  that  tune  to  the 
present.  Within  little  more  than  two  years  after  the  election,  namdy  in  Oct 
1693,  colonel  Whitley,  one  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates,  was  chosen  mayor. 
As  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  opposition  to  his  election,  it  is 
probable  that  some  kindly  feeling  existed  at  the  tune  between  him  and  the 
corporation  ;  for  bad  the  latter  even  suspected  that  he  would  have  altered  the 
mode  of  electing  the  body,  it  is  very  unlikdy  they  would  have  submitted  to  the 
appointment,  especially  as,  even  upon  the  suj^odtion  of  a  successful  poll,  the 
aldermen  had  the  power  of  rqecting  him.  Whether  his  worship  entertained 
an  intention  of  introducing  popular  dections  at  the  time  of  his  entering  upon 
office,  or  whether  it  arose  afterwards,  is  not  known  ;  but  before  the  explra- 
tion  of  his  first  year  of  office,  his  purpose  was  sufficiently  manifested.  Having 
uken  some  method  of  acquainting  the  people  with  the  design,  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1693,  an  address,  subscribed  by  406  dtizens,  was  presented  to  his 
worship,  praying  that  the  dection  of  aldermen  and  the  common  council  might 
be  made  by  the  dtizens  at  large.  At  the  same  time,  a  protest  was  entered 
against  this  petition,  signed  by  seventy-eight  of  the  opposite  party.  These 
were  taken  into  consideration,  at  a  meeting  of  the  select  body  in  the  Pentice, 
and  it  was  determmed  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  address,  and  mea- 
sures were  adopted  for  holding  the  dection ;  which  Iiaving  in  consequence 
taken  place  on  the  15th  of  June,  was  protested  against  as  irregular,  by  twenty- 
six  of  the  opposite  side.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  dections  were  con- 
ducted in  tlie  most  peaceable  and  orderly  manner. 

It  has  been  before  stated,  that  there  are  some  expresdons  in  the  diartet 
of  Henry  VII.  of  an  ambiguous  nature,  which  have  elicited  difi&rent  inter- 
pretations. Thus,  while  some  have  mamtdned,  that  the  chief  magistrate  was 
bound  to  hold  the  dections  of  all  corporate  officers  by  the  citizens  at  large, 
others  have  ix>ntended,  that  he  might  exercise  that  power,  if  kewere  dis- 
posed i  and  the  latter  construction  seems  to  be  sustained  by  the  following 


terms  4n  the  chartex  :•«*•*'  fkat  the  eitixens  and  ooiinnonalty,lheir  heits  and 
saccessors  fbr  ever,  hate  powxe  to  elect,  make,  and  create,"  Ike.  With 
regard  to  the  twenty-four  oMermeny  it  baa  befen  ODatended,  that  the  charter 
requires  their  .onmMt  electfon ;  while  those  wlie  oppote  this  proposition  tnaSn* 
tain,  that  this  document  fixes  their  Section  for  lifo,  and  adduce  the  wotds 
fbBowting  in  support  of  this  constnietion  i-^**  MHakh  twen^<.f«ut  titisens 
(iddermen)  so  clKMen  and  created,  shaQ/of  ever  faenoeforth  have  and  b«ar  the 
name  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Chester.*'  When  theiefoM  etdfmel  Whitley 
adopted  imnual  popular  eleotions,  they  were  confined  to  the  forty  oommon 
coundlmen ;  and  though  he  proposed  ttbe  Election  of  aldetmen  by  the  dtSaetiS, 
yet  this  was  done  only  upon  vacancies  by  death.  In  the  foRDcr  case  he 
appears  to  have  exerdsed  a  discretion  vested  in  him  by  the  charter,  and  in 
the  latter,  to  have  confined  himself  within  a  judicious  limitation. 

This  proceeding,  however,  does  not  seem  to  have  given  satlsfaetion  to 
some  of  <the  rejected  oommoB->oounei]nien.  Nine  of  these  moved  for  and  ob- 
tained a  mandamus  from  Ae  court  of  King*s*beDeh,  directed  to  the  mayor 
and  cidxens,  for  restoring  them  to  their  offices  $  and  at  the  same  tfane  pre- 
ferred a  petition  to  the  queen  and  privy-eouneil,  (king  WfUiam  behig  absent 
in  Germany)  containing  heavy  complaints  of  Whitlej^s  proceedings.  With 
respect  to  the  mandamus,  a  leturn  being  prepared,  and  a  pvc^pesal  made  that 
the  common  seal  should  be  affixed,  two  of  the  aldermen,  who  had  keys  of  the 
chest  where  it  was  kept,  proving  refractory,  and  refusiz^  to  deliver  them, 
the  chest  was  broken  open,  and  the  seal  procured.  Though  this  vetum  wui 
deemed  by  the  court  of  King's-bench  to  be  informal,  yet  t^^e  mandamus  was 
quashed,  the  court  observing,  that  nine  parsons  could  not  join  in  one  man^ 
damns,  which  here  they  had  attempted  to  do.  Whitley  met  the  petition  of 
the  dismembered  oouncilmen  to  the  privy-oouncil  by  a  voluminoos  answer, 
which  appeared  so  satisfiiotory  to  diat  honoamble  board,  that  they  dismissed 
the  petition  of  the  complainants,  and  left  them  to  seek  thdr  remedy  by  a  course 
of  legal  proceeding  I  to  whkfa,  however,  aftaf  tkrir  miia«iageiu  the  KJng'** 
beueh,  they  did  not  fod  any  incUnation. 

Colonel  Whitley  appean  to  have  been  extcemdy  popular  in  the  dty,  a 
cireamstanoe  which  may  be  easily  aoooonted  for,  by  thai  Uneof  oonduct 
which  he  pursued,  in  introducing  the  common  people  to  the  exercise  of  a 
privilege,  of  whkfa  they  are  generally  eztiem^  fond.  Bat  besides  this,  he 
appears  really  to  have  been  an  estimable  character,  and  to  have  acted  with 
commendable  propriety  in  his  private  and  magisterial  capacit3P»  To  such  a 
man  as  this,  it  might  seem  ungradons  to  In^ute  motives  of  pesBonel  ambi- 
tion, for  his  retahiingthe  office  of  chief  magistrate  for  four  successive  years ; 
I  would  therefore  rather  refer  his  conthiuanoe  in  this  sUtion  for  so  long  a 
period,  to  a  wish  to  render  permanent  that  favourite  system  of  elections  he 
had  introduced,  and  which  I  have  no  doubt,  he  considered  necessary  to  the 
benefit  of  the  dty.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  Aat  hi  1695,  the  third  year 
of  Colonel  Whitley's  mayoralty,  at  a  general  election  for  members.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Grosvenor  and  Mr.  Levbg  were  again  returned  without  opposition, 
which  proves  a  commendable  moderation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitley,  a 
kindly  feeling  between  the  two  parties,  or  a  conscious  sense  of  Weakness  ou 
the  part  of  the  whigs.  As  I  can  have  no  means  of  knowing  which  of  the 
Above  reasons  operated  upon  this  occasion,  I  must  leave  the  solution  of  this 
IKrint  to  the  judgment  or  predelictions  of  my  reader. 
VOL.  11.  3  D 
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AfUr  the  expiratUm  of  the  fourth  year  of  Whitley^s  mayomlty,  id  OC' 
tober,  1G98,  his  health  befaig  impaired,  he  signified  his  intention  of  resigning, 
which  he  actually  did,  on  the  day  of  election.  But  so  zealous  was  he  to 
perpetuate  popular  elections  after  his  retirement,  tlMt  a  few  days  previons  to 
the  expiration  of  hia  office,  he  convened  the  corpcpration  in  the  Pentice,  and 
presented  a  set  of  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  future  elections  of  aldermen 
and  oommon-coandl,  which  met  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
assembly,  and  which  are  subjohied  in  the  note  below.* 

Notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  taJsen  by  this  active  magistrate  for 
securing  to  the  dty  what  he  considered  essential  to  their  Uberties,  his  system 
crumbled  into  dust  immediately  after  his  vacating  the  office  of  chief  magis. 
trate.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Peter  Bennett,  grocer,  a  man  of  directly 
opposite  principles,  who  had  been  named  a  corporator  in  the  charter  of  Charles 
Ih  He  gave  early  intimation  of  a  resolution  to  disturb  that  order  of  things 
which  his  predecessor  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  establish.  Instead,  how- 
ever,  of  abolishing  at  once  the  late  mode  of  elections,  he  first  contented  him- 
lelf  by  altering  the  day  fiom  the  I5th  of  June  to  the  23rd  of  July ;  on  which 
day,  in  ithe  year  1697)  an  election  Appears  to  have  been  made  by  the 

*  Frocestfiofft  at«n  tiMinblr  boldea  tn  the  ef  ty  of  Chester.  In  the  inner  pentic^ 
•n  15th  October,  ISOS,  by  B,  Whitley,  Esq.  mayor,  John  Williams,  Esq.  deputy-recorder, 
the  aldermen  and  common-council  of  the  same  city.  At  which  assembly,  the  proposals 
nnder-written,  for  the  better  go?eming  and  regulatins  the  election  of  the  aldeimen  and 
common«council  of  this  city,  were  presented  by  Mr.  Mayor,  and  read,  and  were  unani- 
mously approved,  established,  and  confirmed. 

1st.  That  the  constant  day  for  the  annual  election  of  the  common-council  be  the 
>sth  of  June  t  bnt  if  It  Call  o«t  to  be  on  a  Sunday,  then  the  election  to  be  on  the  iSth. 

Sd.  That  notice  be  given  yearly  at  least  two  days  before  the  day  of  election,  and  a 
general  assembly  summoned  by  the  officers  In  their  several  districts,  giying  notice  to  the 
wardens  and  stewards  of  the  seTeralcompanlef,  and  by  posting  up  Intimations  thereof 
in  the  usual  places,  for  the  better  reminding  the  freemen  of  it. 

9d.  That  the  assembly  being  met  (about  ten  of  the  clock)  it  being  the  ancient 
priTilege  of  the  mayor  to  propose  the  question  In  public  meetings,  to  avoid  confusion  io 
their  praceedings,  he  shall  read»  or  cause  the  town-derk  to  read  the  names  of  the  com- 
mon council  (gradually)  as  they  stand  in  the  books  for  the  year  which  is  then  expired. 

4th.  That  upon  the  reading  of  each  name  then  in  being,  he  shall  put  the  question, 
whether  -they  wlH  Aooie  t  he  tame  person  to  l»e  of  the  common  council  for  the  year  en- 
wing,  or  lay  hUn  aaldet  And  incase  the  freemen  do  not  agree  in  the  point,  then  to  be 
determined  by  a  migt^ity  of  votes. 

5th.  That  tbeh  the  vacancies  (by  death,  re|ection,  or  otherwise)  being  eaamined, 
tbe  mayor  shall  propose  othen,  one  b^  one,  to  supply  the  defecu ;  bnt  if  any  of  those 
sojiroposed,  be  not  approved  of  by  the  freemen,  they  may  have  liberty  to  name  another 
in  competition  with  him,  and  to  determine  which  of  them  shall  be  elected  by  a  poll. 

6th.  That  if  it  shouid  happen  there  be  a  vacancy  of  one  or  more,  by  death  or 
Otherwise,  in  tbe  common«./Coancil,  alUr  Jibe  election,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the 
year  }  then  it  may  be  lawful  for  tbe  mayor  to  summon,  and  hold  a  general  assembly,  in 
the  usual  manner,  to  supply  those  vacancies,  till  the  l^th  of  June  next  ensuing,  when 
tiiere  must  be  a  new  election  for  the  whole  number. 

7th.  That  no  common-councilman  shall  be  put  to  any  cKarge  for  his  election  or 
admission,  except  oflScers'  fees,  and  to  provide  every  one  a  bucket  (to  quench  fire)  at  bis 
ooroingin. 

8th.  That  nocommonwoonncilman.  thus  duly  chose  by  his  fellow-citixeas  for  the 
good  government  of  the  city,  according  to  our  charters,  shall  refuse  to  serve,  or  absent 
himself  (bnt  on  necessary  occasions)  from  their  assemblies,  upon  pain  of  such  fines  as 
may  be  inflicted  by  ancient  orders  of  assembly  in  tha^t  behalf. 

Oth,  That  if  there  be  a  vacancy  of  one  or  more  aldermen,  the  mayor  may,  at  any 
time,  summon  a  general  assembly,  giving  the  usual  notice  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  per- 
son proposed  by  him  to  supply  the  defect  be  not  approveil  of  by  tbe  freemen,  they  may 
propose  another  in  competition  with  bim«  and  the  choice  to  be  decided  by  a  poll. 

10th.  That  every  alderman,  upon  his  admission  in  that  quality  and  degree,  do 
•iipe  a  piece  of  plate  to  the  city. 

(All  which  were  rnad.  and  approved,  apd  conArmed.) 
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cotnmonalty,  since  which  period,  the  choice  of  alderaien  and  common-coandl 
has  invariably  been  exercised  by  the  select  body.  It  was  plamly  perceired 
by  the  whig  aldermen,  that  the  alteration  in  the  day  of  election,  was  Only  a 
preparatory  step  towards  altering  the  entire  system  ;  and  they  now  resolved 
to  follow  the  example  their  opponents  had  formerly  set  them  of  laying  their 
complaints  before  the  privy  council,  which  they  aconrdingly  did  in  a  petition 
to  that  right  hon^  board,  and  signed  by  Roger  Whitley  and  ten  others.*  To 
this  petition  Bennett  put  in  an  answer,  in  which  he  justified  or  excused  hhn« 
self  on  different  grounds.  Several  dififerent  days  were  appointed  for  bringing 
the  dispute  to  a  hearing  before  theprivy-counctl,  but  the  bnsmess  was  delayed 
from  time  to  time.  It  should  seem  that  both  parties  were  in  town  for  this 
purpose  in  the  January  following,  when  another  petition  was  sent  in  by  the 
whig  party,  praying  a  time  to  be  fixed.  No  hearing,  however,  eventually 
took  place,  and  the  dispute  ended  just  where  it  had  begun. 

This  termination  of  the  appeal  seems  to  have  been  oonshlered  as  a  tri- 
umph by  the  friends  of  dose  elections ;  for  if  the  privy  council  had  not 
approved  and  sanctioned  their  proceedings,  so  neither  had  it  censured  or 
condemned  them.  A  few  days,  therefore,  before  the  expiration  of  Bennett's 
mayoralty,  the  corporation  proceeded  to  pass  a  bye-law,  repealing  the  regula- 
tions established  by  Whitley,  the  practice  being  deemed,  '^  tumultuooa  and 
inconvenient,  and  contrary  to  the  ancient  custom.*'  They  then  proceeded  to 
supply  the  vacant  places  of  aldermen  (two  members  only  dissenting  and  with, 
drawing  themselves  from  the  assembly),  *^  whereupon,"  the  entry  states, 
*•*•  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  Bart  late  one  of  the  aldermen  of  this  dty,  being 
called  in  before  this  house,  dedaied,  that  he  had  neglected  to  subscribe  the 
assodation  according  to  the  direction  of  a  late  act  of  parliament,  entitled  an 
act  for  the  better  security  of  his  majesty's  royal  person  and  government,  but 
that  he  is  wilUng  to  subscribe  the  said  association,  and  to  qualify  himself 
accordingly,  if  this  house  shall  please  to  elect  him  anew,  to  be  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  this  dty,  in  his  former  station,"  &c  The  honourable  baronet 
was  then  elected  an  alderman.  Still  further  to  sustain  the  validity  of  this 
proceeding,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  dectlon  of  the  common-coundl  in  IG98, 
the  dtizens  were  convened,  and  such  then  appeared  to  be  their  indifeenoe  or 
disregard  to  popular  elections,  that  they  dected  the  whole  body,  and  after- 
wards passed  a  vote,  thai  they  $hould  continue  in  their  office*^  according  to 
ancient  cu$iom  !f  Such  is  the  uncertain  dependance  that  can  be  placed  upoft 
the  mere  whim  and  caprice  of  the  multitude. 

*  This  WM  the  ta«t  political  art  of  Colonel  Whitley's  Hfe,  for  he  died  on  tbe«7th 
of  July,  1697. 

t  From  the  corporation  books  t— "  Proceedings  at  a  general  assembly,  holden 
in  the  ciiy  of  Chester,  in  the  common-hall  of  pleat  there,  upon  Saturday  the«3d  July, 
iflys,  before  William  Allen,  esq.  mayor  of  the  said  city  of  Chester,  the  citizens,  and 
commonalty  of  the  tame  city.  Whereas  by  the  ancient  utage  and  practice  in  this  city, 
when,  and  as  often,  at  the  office  or  place  of  any  of  the  aldermen  or  common  council  of 
thit  city  became  vacant  by  death  or  otherwite.  in  tuch  cate,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  she- 
riffs, and  common-council  of  this  city  for  the  time  being,  did  use,  in  their  assembUet. 
to  elect  another  fit  perton  into  tuch  office  or  place ;  and  every  pertoa  to  elected  (having 
qualified  bimtelf  according  to  law)  wat  etteemed  and  allowed,  and  did  act  and  take 
place  as  one  of  the  aldermen  or  common-council  of  thit  city  retpectively.  during  his 
life  (unless  removed  by  some  misdemeanor)  until  the  year  of  our  Lord  1099,  in  and  sinc« 
which  lime,  some  attempts  have  been  made,  not  only  to  remove  and  displace  divers  of 
the  common-council  so  chosen  as  aforesaid  Cwithout  any  misdemeanor  charged  upon 
them)  but  alto  to  elect  an  annual  common-council,  and  supply  the  vacant  places  o( 
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So  gocMidy  were  the  tmy  parljr  sow  fixed  bk  iMx  wa^kou^^iSimk  (tnriag 
a  period  of  more  than  thirty  yean,  no  partleHitt  Gonflieta  oeeunred  thai  is 
worthy  of  particalar  remark ;  fiir  though  sereral  oontetted  electioDa  both  of 
mayor  aad  sheriff  happened  withhi  that  tfane^  they  cannot  be  traced  to  any 
diwonanee  between  the  two  partiea.  Bnt  in  the  year  1732,  a  more  interest, 
iag  scene  presented  itadtf.  At  thia  poriod,  die  Dee  was  so  choked  up  with 
sand,  as  scarcely  to  permit  the  smalkst  craft  to  come  near  the  city,  and 
it  was  appKhcttded,  that  even  the  triffing  remains  of  its  isommerce  were  on 
the  point  of  being  annihilated.  A  project  wa«  tberefose  set  on  firat  by 
seme  gentlemen  in  the  cHy  and  comity,  diiefly  of  iht  whig  party,  for 
recovering  and  presenring  the  navigation  of  the  river.*  However 
sospidDus  the  piirity  of  the  motives  wliid&  originated  thia  scheme,  the 
undertaking  has  vltimately  proved  liighly  advantageous  to  the  dty.  The 
popularity  of  the  measure  wss  sneh,  that  those  who  had  seised  itsa  exclusively 
their  own,  seem  to  have  anticipated  that  it  would  alford  them  an  opportunity 
of  overturning  the  interest  of  the  opposite  party.  It  has  been  said,  that  sir 
Aiehard  Grosvenor  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  prefect,  and  although  he 
presided  as  chairman  in  the  committee  of  the  honse  of  oommona  on  the  bill, 
and  appeared  to  countenance  it,  tliat  this  apparent  friendship  was  a  mere 
piolence*  For  the  truth  of  tliis,  I  can  find  no  better  ground  than  what  arises 
horn  party  suiq[dc]on.  It  ia  certahi,  however,  that  the  partisans  of  the  cor- 
poration threw  every  possibk  obstacle  in  the  way  of  tta  peogresa ;  and  »% 

aldermen  in  other  manner  than  hath  been  anciently  used  and  practised,  whereby 
many  doubts,  questions,  and  disputes  iniTe  arisen,  to  the  grttit  troable  and  dts- 
qoiel  of  the  citiM&a  of  this  citvi  aow  for  ftniody  thoroof,  and  for  restoiing  peace 
and  quiet  to,  and  amongst,  the  said  citizens,  together  with  the  ancient  form  and  method 
Of  erections : — It  is  hereby  agreed,  ordered^  and  resolved,  hy  the  cltiaens  and  coramon- 
alty  of  this  city,  that  Matthew  Aaderton.  Edward  Starkey,  Jonathan  Whitby,  Edward 
Partington,  John  Warrington,  Thomas  Maddoclc*  Joseph  Ifaddoclc,  William  Fiancis, 
Thomas  Stringer,  Richard  Taylor,  Thomas  Johnson,  Thomas  Warmingham,  Edward 
Crooghlon,  Valentine  Short,  Samuel  Heath,  Thomas  Ward,  and  John  Parker,  who 
were  heretofore  duly  elected*  to  be  of  th«  common-coancil,  accordiog  to  the  said 
ancient  usage,  be,  and  hereby  are,  declared,  acknowledged,  restored  and  conOrmed,  to 
be  of  the  common-coancil  of  this  cityj  and  for  the  supplying  the  fall  number  of  the 
conmoii^couocil,  it  is  further  ordered,  that  James  Mainwariag.  Owen  Ellis,  Peter 
Edwards,  Thomas  Parnel.  Thomu  Wright,  William  Coker,  Bobert  Morris,  John  Min- 
shull,  Humphrey  Page,  Thomas  Williams,  Edward  Puleston,  John  Stringer, Thomas 
Bowker,  John  Biadshaw,  Hugh  Conway,  Bradford  Throppe,  ftichard  Brereton,  Joseph 
JDyason,  Thomas  Ridley,  John  Thomason,  Hugh  Coliey,  Uichard  Taylor,  jun.  Samuel 
Taylor,  gent,  be,  and  hereby  are,  elected  and  chosen  to  be  of  the  common  council  of  this 
city,  and  that  the  present  aldermen  of  this  city  (that  is  to  say)  William  Allen,  esq.  (the 
present  mayor)  William  earl  of  Derby,  sir  Wm.:  Williams,  knight  and  hart,  recorder,  sir 
Tliomas  Grosvenor,  baronet,  sir  John  Mainwaring.  baronet,  sir  Richard  Leving,  knight, 
John  Williams,  esq.  Henry  Lloyd.  William  Ince.  Hugh  Starkey.  Francis  Skel home, 
Peter  Bennett.  William  Bennett,  Thomas  Hand,  Benjamin  Critchley,  Robert  Murrey. 
MicJ^ael  Johnson,  Robert  Hewitt,  John  Kynaston,  William  Starkey,  Richard  Oulton. 
and  Puleston  Partington,  together  with  the  common^councilmen  above  named,  and 
every  of  them,  shall  and  may,  have  continuance,  power,  and  authority  in  their  re- 
spective oflices,  and  in  their  assemblies  or  common«councll,  in  all  things  according  to 
the  said  ancient  usage  and  practice  in  this  city,  before  the  said  year  169S.  any  late  act. 
order  or  proceeding  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding." — On  the  85th 
July,  1608,  all  the  several  persons  named  in  the  above  order  of  assembly,  appear,  by  an 
mdorseaoent  thereon,  to  have  been  sworn  into  their  respective  offices  of  aldermen  and 
common  councilroon.  And  by  another  indorsement  it  also  appears,  that  at  an  assem- 
bly holden  35th  August,  1696.  the  question  was  put  whether  this  order  should  he  entered 
into  the  assembly  book  ?   Yeas,  36 ;  Noes,  3.   To  be  entered  accordingly. 

*  For  the  history  of  the  Dee  Navigation,  see  page  90(^  vol.  ii. 
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or  t^r^i  wen  not  more  chaiacterUUc  of  a  nutn'ft  poltticat  prindplsty  than  his 
being  a  friend  or  opponent  to  the  wmgatimi,  as  it  was  then  termed. 

A  general  election  was  expected  to  take  place  in  1734,  and  both  parties 
were  already  mustering  their  forces,  inasmuch  that  several  disturbances  hap- 
pened 80  early  as  the  month  of  April,  I732»  snd  a  determination  was  formed 
to  oppose  the  corporation  intevest  at  the  mayor's  election  in  October.    This 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  severest  party  contests  which  the  city  ever  experienced. 
The  passions  of  the  people  were  inflanipd  to  madness  i  and  as  suspicions  are 
always  naturally  directed  against  the  exercise  of  power,  so  the  tories  seemed 
to  apprehend  that  the  ooiporatioii  desipied  foul  play,  by  suxrq^tionsly 
creating  a  number  of  new  ireemen  to  strengthen  their  party.    An  incident 
occurred  which,  though  perfectly  harmless  in  itself,  as  they  thoo^ty  justified 
their  alarms.  Some  of  the  aldeimen  having  met  in  the  Pentice  at  a  late  hour  on 
the  Tuesday  preceding  the  electioo-day,  rumours  were  spread,  that  the  whole 
of  the  night  was  to  be  employed  in  admitAuig  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  as 
many  of  their  party  as  they  could  conveniently  introduce.    A  mob  presently 
assembled  about  the  Pentice^  who  broke  open  the  door,  assaulted  and  drove 
out  the  aldermen,  and  did  considerable  damage  to  the  furniture  and  windows. 
Their  adversaries  found  themsdlvea  ovenaatched  in  this  kind  of  contest,  a«d 
resolved  to  call  in  foreign  forcea  to  their  assistancp.  Accordingly  the  following 
day,  a  large  body  of  colliers,  and  other  countrymen  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wrexham,  were  brougiht  in  by  the  direction  and  under  the  Influence  of  Mr. 
W.  W.  Wynn.    The  citizens,  hearing  of  their  approach,  retired  into  the 
castle,  and  there  anned  themselves  with  old  swoidS)  helmeta,  and  breast, 
pieces,  and  thus  tbm^dably  accoutred,  sallied  forth  to  meet  the  foe.  A  bloody 
encounter  ensued  in  BddgMtreet,  and  the  Wdahmen  were  soon  put  to  flight, 
several  being  dangeroysly  wounded.     It  waa  now  agreed  on  both  sides  to  p«t 
a  stop  to  hostilities^  and  to  settle  some  plan  fox  conducting  the  election  in  a 
r^ular  nuomer.    The  poll  oontlnued  from  Friday  to  Monday,  and  both  par. 
ties  made  such  exertions,  that  they  brought  votes  from  the  most  distant  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  even  frxun  Ireland,  tlioogh  the  diarter  limits  these  elec- 
tions to  be  made  by  commortmi  citizois.    The  contest  finally  closed  in  favour 
of  the  coi^Kiration  candidates  ;  but  no  sooner  were  the  books  dosed,  and  the 
mayor  and  his  attendants  retired  from  the  hustings,  but  they  found  themselves 
surrounded  by  the  defeated  and  enraged  party^  and  were  obliged  to  retreat 
into  the  Exchange  oofiee-house ;  neither  here  were  they  safe^for  the  mob 
broke  in,  seized  the  sword  and  mace,  and  chairing  their  favourite  candidate, 
bore  them  before  him  to  his  house  in  triumph. 

The  candidates  upon  this  occasion  were,  the  corporation  men,  Aldermen 
Johnson,  Alderman  EUames ; — ^their  opponents.  Alderman  Mamwaring,  and 
Alderman  Bennett ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  the  numbersstood  as  under : 

Alderman  Johnson*  •  • 1097  |  Alderman  Mainwaring 858 

■  EUames 10051  ■     Bennett ....858 

Notwithstanding  this  deftat,  the  anti-corporation  party  detennined  upon 
a  contest  for  the  represenution,  and  in  May,  1734,  a  general  election  occur- 
ring,  put  in  nomination,  Mr.  Richard  Manley  and  Hugh  WilUamB,  against 
shr  Robert  Orosvenor  and  sir  Charles  Bunbury,  when,  after  a  contest  that 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  carried  to  any  considerable  length,  the  two  latter 
were  returned.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  other  account  of  this  contest, 
than  what  is  contained  in  the  followhig,  which  appears  to  have  been  published 
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at  the  time,  either  in  a  hand-bill,  or  in  a  newspaper.    At  all  events,  it  ohyf. 
ously  proceeds  from  the  defeated  party  :— 

*«  Chester,  May  21,  1734. — On  Wednesday  last,  the  election  of  repre- 
sentatives for  this  city  began  at  our  town-hall :  the  candidates  on  the  one  side 
were  sir  Robert  Orosvenor  and  sir  Charles  Bunbury ;  on  the  other,  Mr. 
Blanley  and  Mr.  Williams.  On  Friday  in  the  afternoon,  a  squabble  arising 
among  the  citizens  assembled  in  the  hall,  occasioned  by  the  violence  of  the 
constables ;  the  returning  officers,  on  that  pretence,  quitted  the  place,  dosed 
the  books,  and  carried  them  away,  though  the  court  was  quiet  and  unmolested, 
and  though  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Manley  insisted  upon  going  on  with  the 
poll,  and  protested  agabst  any  adjournment.  The  next  morning,  those  can. 
dldates  waited  on  the  sheriffs,  and  demanded  a  return  as  the  poll  stood  the 
night  before,  by  which  it  appeared  that  they  had  a  considerable  majority  of 
legal  votes.  The  sherifi^  however,  called  a  pretended  court,  and  took  the 
poll  of  all  that  ofeed  themselves,  and  so  got  a  majority  of  voices  in  favour  of 
the  two  baronets.  But  notwithstanding  this  extraordinary  step  taken  by 
them,  and  the  assistance  of  a  multitude  of/oreupiers,  it  is  not  at  all  questioned, 
but  at  a  proper  time  and  place  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  Mr.  Manley  and 
Mr.  Williams  had  a  l^al  and  fidr  majority  of  resident  freemen.**  In  the 
oonduding  clause  of  this  advertisement  an  intimation  is  given,  that  an  appeal 
would  be  made  to  the  house  of  commons  on  the  merits  of  this  election ;  but 
no  such  proceeding  took  place. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  and  in  consequence  of  the  struggle  at  the 
mayor's  election  in  1732,  recourse  had  been  had  to  proceedings  at  law,  to 
try  the  right  of  election  of  aldermen  and  common-council.  It  was  contended, 
that  the  diarter  of  Henry  VII.  and  the  subsequent  confirmations  of  it  by 
Elizabeth,  James  I.  and  Charles  II.  (in  the  sixteenth  of  his  reign)  had  ex- 
pressly vested  it  in  the  dtizens  at  large,  and  that  there  were  persons  living, 
who  could  remember  the  franchise  so  exercised.  Informations  were  accord- 
ingly  brought  ag^nst  Johnson  the  mayor,  ten  aldermen,  and  eighteen  com« 
mon-council,  for  usurping  the  privilege  of  decting  aldermen,  exdosive  of  the 
commonalty.  The  first  ground  of  defence  adopted  by  the  corporation  was 
the  charter  of  the  37th  of  Charles  II.  by  which  their  mode  of  election  was 
sanctioned  ;  but  the  reception  it  met  with  in  the  court  of  King*s  Bench,  by 
Lord  Chief-justice  Hardwicke,  and  the  rest  of  the  judges,  was  such  as  to  dis- 
courage entirdy  their  persisting  in  that  ground  of  defence :  they  had  there- 
fore recourse  to  another.  It  was  a  received  opinion  of  that  day,  founded  on 
the  authority  of  Lord  Coke,  that  where  a  particular  mode  of  dection  had  long 
prevailed  in  a  corporation,  though  contradictory  to  the  express  terms  of  their 
diarter,  yet  rather  than  the  usage  should  be  broke  through,  the  law  would 
give  sanction  to  a  bye-law,  as  the  origin  of  such  mode.  The  defendants, 
therefore,  after  allowing  that  they  were  incorporated  under  the  charter  of 
Henry  VII.  pleaded  a  bye-law,  dated  20th  April,  10th  of  Henry  VIII.  by 
which  they  established  their  present  mode  of  dection.  To  resist  the  efiect  of 
this  bye-law,  the  replication  stated  the  charter  of  the  16th  Charles  II,  cor- 
responding in  the  main  points  with  that  of  Heniy  VII.  and  if  the  acceptance 
of  it  could  have  been  proved,  the  date  being  so  much  later  than  that  of  the 
bye-law,  it  would  have  been  sufiicient  to  destroy  it.  That  proof,  however, 
failed ;  and  after  several  delays,  the  cause  bebg  tried  at  the  spring  assizes  for 
the  county  in  1735,  a  verdict  was  given  upon  all  the  issues  for  thedefendant^* 
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An  uninterrupted  calm  of  a  dozen  years  now  succeeded.  But  in  1747) 
another  attempt  was  made  to  oust  one  of  the  corporation  candidates  for  the 
representation.  It  appears  that  at  the  election  in  1734,  the  right  of  non* 
i«iident  freemen  to  vote  had  been  questioned,  and  it  was  now  resolved  to  put 
it  fairly  to  the  trial.  The  candidates  were.  Sir  R.  Grosvenor,  and  Mr.  War- 
burton  on  one  side,  and  Jdr.  Alainwaring  on  the  other.  This  contest,  which 
Is  popularly  called  the  Baron's  eleetimt^  was  carried  on  with  all  the  heat  and 
violence  of  former  and  after  timest  and  the  result  gave  the  foUowing  numbers 
to  each  candidate. 

Resident.    Non-retident.  Total. 

For  SirR.  Orosvenor    •••.716 333 1049 

Mr.  Warburton 610 318 928 

Mr.  Mainwarhig 575 183 758 

A  petition  to  the  house  of  commons  followed  against  the  return,  and  an 
enquiry  commenced,  which  was  the  move  important,  as  it  for  ever  settled  the 
long^lsputed  point  as  to  in  whom  the  right  of  voting  was  vested,  and  went 
to  establish  it  in  the  rendetit  freemen  only.  The  proceedings  of  the  house 
on  this  petition  are  interesting. 

^  House  of  Commons.— Tuesday,  Feb.  2, 1747«  came  on  the  hear- 
ing «f  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  James  Malnwaring,  jun.  Esq.  and  the 
petition  of  several  persons  whose  names  were  thereunto  subscribed,  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  election  and  return  for  the  city  of  Chester ;  and  as  their  com- 
plaint was  singly  against  the  election  of  Philip  Henry  Warburton,  Esq.  he 
alone  appeared  by  his  counsel  in  support  of  his  election.  The  dispute  was 
about  the  right  of  electing,  which  by  the  petitioners  was  stated  to  be  only  in 
such  citizens  of  the  said  city  as  are  mhabita$it$  within  the  same,  or  the  liber, 
ties  thereof,  and  admitted  to  their  freedom  by  bhrth  or  servitude,  and  not 
receiving  alms  or  any  public  charity ;  whereas  by  the  sitting  member  the 
right  of  election  was  stated  to  be  in  the  freemen  of  the  said  city  m  general. 

^^  The  original  charter  granted  to  the  said  dty  by  Eling  Henry  VII.  and 
the  confirmation  thereof  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  produced,  and  part  thereof 
was  read,  to  prove  that  the  right  of  electing  the  mayor,  and  several  other 
officers  of  the  said  dty,  was  vested  in  the  dtizens  eommorani  within  the  said 
dty,  and  that  commorant  dtizens  only  were  eligible  into  those  offices. 

*^  And  a  witness  was  examined  in  order  to  prove,  that  andently  such 
dtizens  only  had  enjoyed  the  right  to  vote  in  the  dection  of  dtizens  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  said  dty,  as  were  entitled  tQ  theur  freedom  by  birth  or 
servitude. 

'^  Another  witness  was  examined  in  order  to  prove,  that  the  said  right 
was  in  such  dtizens  only  as  are  mhabitante  within  the  said  city,  or  the  liber- 
ties thereof,  and  admitted  to  their  freedom  by  birth  or  servitude,  and  not 
reeeivmg  alms,  or  any  public  charity. 

*^  On  the  other  hand,  the  sitting  member  shewed,  from  the  resolutions 
of  the  house  so  far  '.back  as  the  second  W.  and  M.  that  other  freemen  had 
voted  at  dections ;  and  having  produced  several  polls  taken  at  dections  of 
members  of  parliament  for  the  said  city,  he  proposed  to  prove,  that  many  of 
the  persons  who  voted  at  each  of  the  said  elections  were  not  commorant  in  the 
said  dty  when  they  voted ;  but  the  same  was  admitted  by  the  petitioners. 
Then  he  proposed  to  prove,  first,  that  several  honorary  and  non-resident 
ireamen  had  been  elected  into  the  offices  of  mayor  and  sherifT.    Secondly, 
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that  honorary  freemen  had  exerdsed  trades  within  the  said  dty.  Thfrdly, 
that  persons  who  had  purchased  their  freedom  were  exempted  fWim  toll  as 
well  as  other  freemen ;  but  the  whole  was  admitted  by  the  petitioners* 

**  The  question  bdng  put, '  That  the  right  of  election  of  citizens  to  serre 
in  parliament  for  the  dty  of  Chester,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common* 
council  of  the  said  city,  and  in  such  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  dty  not  reoeiv« 
ing  alms,  as  shall  have  been  commoraot  within  the  said  dty,  or  the  liberties 
thereof,  for  the  space  of  one  whole  year  next  before  the  election  of  dtisens  to 
senre  in  parliament  for  the  said  dty.* 

The  house  divided—Yeas  141 ;  Noes  92. 

"  The  connsd  for  the  petitioners  acquainted  the  house,  that  the  house 
having  come  to  the  aforesaid  resolution,  they  were  instructed  to  say,  that  the 
petitioners  would  give  the  house  no  further  trouble. 

'^  It  was  then  resolved,  nem.  eon.  that  Philip  Henry  Waiburton,  Esq. 
is  duly  elected  a  dtisen  to  serve  in  tills  present  parliament  for  the  dty  of 
Chester.'** 

From  this  time  to  the  year  1771)  a  period  of  36  years,  no  political  dis- 
pute occurred  that  demands  particular  notice.  At  that  time,  however,  a 
rumour  prevailed,  that  the  coiporadon  and  thdr  friends  were  indisposed  to 
what  was  then  believed  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the 
city,  the  scheme  fbr  a  navigable  canal  to  Middlewidi,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
shew  a  disapprobation  of  theirconduct,  by  insisting  upon  a  popular  election  of 
one  of  the  sherifils,  and  a  poQ  was  acoordin^y  demanded.  Upon  this  occasion^ 
the  corporation  candidate  was  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards,  and  the  popular  one, 
Mr.  Henry  Rider.  The  election  commenced  on  Friday  the  25th  of  October, 
and  ended  on  Monday  the  28<]],  1771  >  and  on  the  numbers  being  dedared, 
there  appeared, 

For  Mr.  Edwards  465— For  Mr.  Rider  365. 

This  contest  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  with  great  asperity  on  both 
sides,  if  we  may  judge  from  die  anonymous  addresses  and  squibs  printed  at 
the  end  of  the  names  of  the  voters.  One  artide  in  this  collection  is  remarkable, 
being  i^  circular  from  the  mayor  and  the  corporation,  solidting  votes  for  their 
two  sheriffs,  though  it  is  known  to  be  the  uniform  practice  fSor  tiie  mayor  to 
appoint  one,  who  is  not  subject  to  the  suffrages  of  the  freemen.  The  follow- 
ing  is  a  copy  of  this  artide  :— «'  Chester,  Oct.  26,  177l«— Mr.  Mayor,  and 
the  rest  of  the  body  corporate,  present  tiieir  respects  to  Mr.  ■■  and  hope 

for  the  favour  of  his  vote  at  the  poll  now  taking  in  support  of  their  nomina- 
tion (according  to  annual  custom)  of  Mr.  John  Dymock  Oriffith  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Edwards,  to  be  the  two  sheriffs  of  this  city.  And  they  also  beg 
leave.  Sir,  to  desire  the  honour  of  your  countenance  and  interest  on  the  occa- 
sion ;  so  that  the  opposition  may  be  the  sooner  decided,  and  the  quiet  of  the 
dty  restored." 

Althougli  upon  every  struggle  between  the  two  parties,  the  interest  of 
the  corporation  in  civic,  and  that  of  the  house  of  Eaton  in  parliamentary 
elections,  were  constantly  predominant,  there  was  still  a  considerable  portion 

*  The  poll-book  of  this  election  was  publUhed,  but  it  contains  oaty  tUe  names 
oi*  the  voters. 
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of  hemoMn  temainiDg,  who  were  decidedly  oppoeed  to  both.  The  two  gioundt 
of  oppoettioD  were  now  broad  and  definite.  The  fint  was,  the  perthiadoaa 
obaUoacy  of  the  corporate  body  in  continuing  to  elect  their  own  officers  by 
the  select  body  alone,  in  opposition  to  what  they  believed  to  be  the  direct 
meaning  of  the  charter ;  and  the  second,  the  monopoly  of  the  representation 
by  the  Eaton  family,  which  had  then  uninterruptedly  prevailed  for  the  space 
of  nearly  three  score  years,  in  violation,  as  was  contended,  of  the  freedom  of 
election.  These  have  also  been  the  occasion  of  our  late  political  struggles  |. 
with  this  difference,  that  in  the  times  I  have  been  speaking  of,  the  head  of 
the  bouse  Eaton  sustaioed  the  character  of  a  country  gentleman,  but  has  since 
been  elevated  to  the  peerage ;  a  circumstance,  which,  as  it  provided  him  m 
seat  In  the  higher  house  of  parliament,  rendered  his  influence  in  the  return  of 
members  more  unpopular,  as  held  in  contravention  of  a  great  constitutional 
principle. 

In  the  first  parliament  of  George  III.  (1760)  Thomas  Grosvenor,  esq. 
(brother  of  the  newly-created  lord)  in  conjunction  with  Richard  Wilbraham 
Bootle,  were  elected  members  for  the  city  ;  and  wero  returned  in  three  sue* 
oessive  parliaments  afterwards,  without  any  appearance  of  opposition.  Bui 
although  the  spirit  of  opposition  had  for  some  time  slumbered,  it  was  far  from 
being  extinguished.  Early  in  the  year  1784,  the  opposition  in  parliament, 
headed  by  Mr.  Fox,  was  so  powerful  in  resisting  the  measures  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  new  minister,  that  the  latter  found  it  difficult  to  carry  on  the  affidrs  of  the 
nation ;  and  his  majesty  deemed  It  adviseable  to  appeal  to  the  nation  on  the 
merits  of  the  opposite  parties,  by  a  dissolution  of  parliament,  which  had  only 
sat  three  sessions.  The  dissolution  took  place  on  the  25th  of  March,  and  a 
new  parliament  convened  on  the  18th  of  May.  It  is  clear  that  an  opposition 
had  been  contemplated  against  the  Grosvenor  interest  from  the  moment  of 
the  diSBolation ;  for  on  the  10th  of  February,  Mr.  Crewe,  of  Bolesworth 
Castle,  a  gentleman  but  of  moderate  fortune,  publicly  announced  himself  a 
candidate  for  the  representation.  As  already  remarked,  the  occasion  of  a  new 
parliament  proceeded  from  nearly  an  equal  division  of  numbers  of  the  two  par« 
ties  in  the  Commons,  and  the  experiment  was  to  ascertain,  whether  the  people, 
by  their  elections,  would  support  the  whig  or  tary  interest ;  yet,  although 
Mr.  Crewe  was  known  to  belong  to  the  former  party,  and  Ms  opponents  to 
the  latter,  yet  neither  did  he,  nor  they,  affect  to  rest  any  claim  upon  their 
respective  principles.  The  principal  criterion  by  which  the  electors  could  be 
distinguished  was  by  their  adherence  or  hostility  to  the  house  of  Eaton  and 
the  corporation. 

In  his  first  address  to  the  freemen,  Mr.  Crewe  states,  thathe  came  forward 
on  the  solicitation  of  his  friends ;  but  looking  to  the  final  result  of  the  contest, 
the  discretion  of  those  friends  is  very  questionable.  In  their  justification, 
however,  they  afiSrm,  that  in  his  canvass,  which  was  completed  before  the 
other  candidates  made  their  appearance,  Mr.  Crewe  received  such  numoous 
prmniiu  of  support,  that  would  have  carried  the  election  in  his  favour,  had 
they  been  realized ;  and  in  takuig  leave  of  the  citizens,  he  himself  ascribes 
his  failure  to  «^  the  broken  promises  of  pretended  friends.*'  But  all  this 
should  have  been  calculated  upon ;  and  taking  into  account,  the  overwhelm- 
ing interest  of  the  corporation  and  the  Grosvenor  family,  and  the  comparative 
popularity  of  Mr.  Bootle,  the  opposition,  which  would  necessarily  involve  a 
vast  expence,  must  be  deemed  a  perifeus  experiment.  The  election  coaiinenced 
VOL.  II.  3  E 


402  HISTORY  OF  CHfiSTBIU 

Oft  Haadaj  tfie  6th  of  Apttt,  and  oontUuKd  till  tke  16du  As  tht  franwn 
Totod  by  tdlifli,  tiie  oompotkofs  pioeeeded  neck  and  neck  till  towudt  the  end 
of  the  contest,  and  at  die  dose  of  the  9th  day's  poU,  Mr.  Crewe  had  a  m^ 
rity  over  Mr.  Boode  of  iur.  But  from  benoe  the  former  shewed  evident  sigpv 
of  weakness,  and  Ms  oppoDonta  pasted  him  without  diffisulty,  and  finally 
dbtahied  a  decided  Tictory.  On  the  ninth  day  of  the  electkm,  Bogcr 
Banston,  es^  a  stMnnoos  frieod  of  Mr.  Crewe,  was  put  in  nomination,  in 
Oder  to  catch  the  second  vote  of  that  gentleman's  adllcrenti^  bat  this  stqi  was 
rendered  inefficieat  for  its  object,  on  account  of  tho  latenev  of  tho  pcaod  at 
which  it  was  adopted.  On  the  final  dose  of  the  poU,  te  numbers  stood  as 
ibilowf^ 

For  Mr.  Orasyenor 713  I  For  Mr.  Crewe    480 

Mr^Bootle    626|         Mr.Bamstott  38 

This  contest  is  computed  to  have  cost  tkirtff  thouitmd  poiuMb,  when 
wine,  the  dilef/avoiinle  of  coblers,  tinlccrs,  and  labourerB  during  an  election, 
was  not  more  than  half  its  present  price ;  and  one  tbkd  of  this  sum  hss  been 
placed,  by  common  rumour,  to  Mr.  Crewe's  account*  As  usual,  in  political 
Mruggles,  and  especially  in  the  dty  of  Chester,  the  most  acrimonious  spirit 
prevailed  throogfaout  the  election,  and  some  serious  disturiiances,  in  which  a 
good  deal  of  mischief  was  done,  occurred.  There  are  but  few  men  now  living 
who  can  rdate  the  history  of  the  transactions  of  this  memorable  contest ;  but 
Hs  promhieot  features  are  stiU  preserved  in  thepdlUbook,  published  soon  after 
the  election.  Many  of  the  artldes  in  this  depositeiy,  on  both  sides,  are  writ* 
ton  with  eondderable  ability,  and  some  of  them  with  greatcandour ;  but  both 
tdent  and  activity  seem  to  have  pr^onderatsd  in  fiivour  of  Mc  Crewe. 


TUs  signal  vidoiy  on  the  part  of  the  corporatMW,  so  far  from 
■ttbdued  die  sphfk  of  ihdr  opponents,  seems  rather  to  have  roused  their 
nMotttsnt  and  quickened  their  cnergiei.  It  was  dearly  seen,  that  the  mode 
of  dediBg  die  manbeis  of  the  body  corporate  piodaoed  an  hiAucBoe,  against 
'Which  thedtisens,  as  contndistingttished  from  them,  could  notpfevail,  and  it 
VM  dotennhwd  to  have  reoouise  to  legal  pioceedings,  in  order  to  destroy  that 
■Srstem.  The  duoter  of  Heniy  VII.  supposed  to  vast  the  local  doetkns  in 
tte  ddsens  at  huge,  had  been  published,  and  droolatedwkh  great  indnstry  ; 
and  there  was  no  difieulty  in  persoading  the  people  to  concur  in  an  olqect 
which  flattered  them  with  an  extension  of  their  rights  and  privileges.  Added 
to  this,  the  soreness  of  the  late  defbat  operated  sensitivdy  on  the  miiids  of 
those  who  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  &vour  of  Mr.  Crowe;  audit  was 
nndeistood  that  some  kfaid  of  compact  was  entered  into  by  a  number  of 
<»pulentfadividttals,  to  sttstahi  the  expences  of  a  legal  litigation.  Mr.  Ralph 
Bddowes,  a  gendeman  of  great  reiqp«ctabiKty,  and  unhnpeachabk  integrity, 
appears  to  have  taken  the  lead  in  this  transaction,  and  became  the  rskier  ; 
md  had  the  compact  just  alluded  to,  been  reduced  into  a  l^al  finm,  or  ita 
"Pirit  been  AonoNroMy  adhered  to  by  diose  who  weie  parties  to  it,  k  iapsa- 
hable,  diat  at  die  fin^  dose  of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  fiddowes'a  priv«te 
fortune  would  not  have  been  reduced  by  upwards  of  imo  tktmstmdpmuidt! 

Conformably  to  die  resdudon  taken,  on  the  28di  of  April,  17fi6>  a 
notion  was  made,  and  rules  nM  obtahied,  hi  dieCoortnf  Kjng*aBend^ 
calling  upon  Mr.  Amery,  an  aldsroiait,  and  Mr.  Monk,  a  cQamon.c(nindl- 
mm,  U)  shew  cause  by  what  aulborily  they  aeted  as  saeb,  not  havmg  been 
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^eetfld  by  die  eominflndij.  On  the  SOtfi  of  May  Ihe  rales  woe  mad*  ibwi. 
lute,  and  ihe  case  sent  down  for  trial  at  Shiewsbuiy,  where  it  took  place  before 
Sir  Jamea  Eyw  and  aepedal  jniy,  on  theSthof  Aiqpiat,  1786.  Counsel 
for  ^erdator,  Serjeant  Adair,  Mr.  Mlllfl,  Mr.  Lane»  and  Mr.  Topping ;  for 
the  defendants,  Mr.  Bearooft,  Mr.  Leyeester,  Mr.  Bower,  Mi.  Plunier,  and 
Mr.  Manley.  Attorney  for  liieiefaitor,  Mr.  Snow ;  for  the  defendants,  Mr. 
Hall,  town-deHc.  It  would  be  unpoesiUe  far  me  to  enter  into  the  various 
points  involTed  in  this  proeeedhig,  but  it  may  be  stated  geseraUyt  that  on  tho 
part  of  the  defendant  it  was  eontended,  that  the  coosUtution  of  the  city  of 
Chester,  widi  ic^MCt  to  the  deetion  of  aldermen,  and  the  election  of  common, 
couneil,  was,  ihat  aldermen  and  common-eonncilmen  should  be  chosen  by  that 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  select  body— that  aeleet  body  being  com. 
posed  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  conunon.<coimcil,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
sustain  te  legality  of  this  usage  upon  the  charter  granted  to  the  city  in  the 
a7th  of  ChaiiesII.  The  trial  in  the  ease  of  Amecy  first  came  on,  and  after 
a  long  and  laborious  iuTestigatioD,  which  ooci:qpied  the  court  about  mneUm 
ftewrt ,  (he  jury  withdrew  for  twenty  minutes.  When  they  returned  into 
court,  the  foreman  said,  ««My  lord,  we  find  the  charter  of  Chailes  IL  to  be 
bad.*'  This  daeiiion  involved  an  entne  defoat  of  the  covpomtion  cause.  Tho 
like  verdict  wasenteied,  by  consent,  in  the  cause  of  the  King  agabst  Monk, 

This  veidiet  was  dechoatory  of  the  ill^  system  of  dediotts  adopted 
by  the  coipomtion;  bat  it  was  still  malntahied  by  the  counsel  for  ihe  de. 
ftndanta,  that  the  deeurion  was  neither  in  accordance  with  the  Uw  of  thecal^ 
aer  willi  ^  evidence.  And  under  this  oonvieOon,  on  the  6th  of  November, 
1786,  a  rule  was  obtained  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  oo  the  27th  of 

Jasnaiy  in  Oie  followhig  year,  made  absolute,  foranew  iriaL  The  pleading 
were  amended,  and  the  issues  reduced  in  number,  bat  the  ^[ueation  to  be  tried 
was  substantiaUy  the  same.  The  trial  was  agam  ordered  for  Shrewabury, 
and  came  on  before  Sfr  Natfa.  Gioae,  on  Tuesday  lhe2ath  of  March,  in  1787« 
In  tiie  decision  of  the  juryupon  Ifaecase  iaaatnngiUttBtiationofi&eitXo- 
fieue  lau^erfaialy.  For  Ae  verdict  on  the  foar  foUovriag  ianiea,  compre- 
iMndad  aH  that  wasaoaghtbytlw4itedanls:— L  That  Chazlas  XI.  bj  the 
ehaiter  pleaded  by  ihe  defendants  Sd  praat.*-^  That  such  charter  waa 
accepted  by  the  dtiwms  and  inhabitants  of  Chester.*^  That  the  4e£endaAti 
weiednly  deddU^  That  the  defendants  were -duly  admitted.  In  £"*» 
teim,  in  this  year,  defondanf  s  oounsd  moved  the  King's  Bendi  for,  ao^ 
libtained,  a  vule  to  shew  cause  why  the  jiostea  should  not  be  delivered  to  tha 
defendant,  in  order  that  he  might  enter  up  his  Jsidg?Bi»t  on  U,  and  that  ii 
«ie  mean  time  it  might  remain  in  ihe  associate's  hands  ;  and  after  many  tegal 
arguments  by  counsel  en  both  sides,  the  folkwring  fudgment  was  entered  m 
the  defendant :— «<  Whereupon  aU  and  dngaiar  the  premisea  being  seen  ana 
lindeieloed  by  the  court  ofooreaid  lord  the  king,  now  hare,  it  is  considemd 
and  adfndged  by  Ae  «aid  court  here,  diat  the  «ffica,  lUierties,  privUegaa,  and 
«HadilseB,  so  ohdraed  by  him,  ihe  eaid  Tlionas  Aawry  aforeaaid,  beallovwd 
«nd  adjudged  to  him  {  aadKhatlwtheaaldttomas  Aasrybedionissedand 
diseharged  by  the  said  camt  beia,  of  aadABm«hepsemlwaaboae4^aigBd 
<upoB  him;  and  .that  he  dhe  aiM  Thaaas  Aa^iy recover, agatost the saia 
Mtifh  Jfiddawea,  the  sdatsr  aboaa  namad  iR  this  behalf,  ihc  lomof  tare 
IftensaailpeMMif  for  his  costs  by  himiM  anl«id4i«Mndad  in  defoadiag  hU 
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tuit  in  this  behiilf,  aeeoiding  to  the  fotm  of  the  statnttfn  eaeh  caie  mU%  and 
provided.** 

It  was  fluppoied  by  meay,  that  Ak  veidiet  would  have  fintUj  put  im 
end  to  the  proceedings,  and  left  the  corporation  in  futnie  undistnibed  posses- 
sion of  the  field.  But  the  fact  proved  otherwise.  Mr.  fiddowes,  who,  as 
before  noticed,  had  the  chief  management  of  the  dispute,  resolTed  on  the 
derniir  rnort^  by  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords  ;  and  oommvntcated  bis 
determination  in  a  letter  to  the  dtixens.  '*  My  motive,**  (says  he)  <^for 
attending  the  giving  Judgment  In  our  cause  In  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
was,  that  I  might  inunediately  consult  our  oounsd  on  the  subject  of  it,  if  it 
should  prove  unfavourable.  This,  I  have  lost  not  a  momsnt  in  doing  s  and 
I  now  Infbrm  you,  that  they  have,  espiessed  their  dissatfsfiutloii  with  the 
judgment  given,  in  such  terms,  that  I  should  have  deemed  myself  rather  the 
betrayer  iiun  the  defimder  of  your  ftandilses,  if  I  had  hesitated  a  morasot  to 
fbrm  my  resolution ;  and  the  manly  firmness  you  have  diseovoed  in  every 
past  stage  of  this  important  business,  would  have  reproached  me  with 
cowaidioe  and  pusillanimity,  if  I  conid  not  have  prerailed  one  myself  to 
trust  it  once  mere,  in  order  to  carry  the  cause  to  its  final  determination 
in  a  hig^  court :  /  ftaee  thw^foirB  l^ft  dir§eiimu/or  mmg  mU  a  mrU  of 


mror.** 


In  aocovdanee  with  this  determination,  the  question  was  brought  before 
the  hoose  of  lords,  on  the  ftth  of  February,  1700,  and  alter  the  voUminoos 
arguments  by  counsd  on  both  sides,  whidi  occupied  seven  days,  the  hooso 
referred  the  two  following  questions  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges  :—Fifst» 
whether  the  matter  of  the  plea,  as  the  same  stands  admitted  or  fonnd  by  the 
verdict,  is  sufficient  to  support  the  defendant's  title  to  the  office  of  alderman 
in  question  ?  Secondly,  whetlicr  the  matter  of  the  replications,  admitted  or 
found  by  the  verdict,  is  snfficient  to  avoid  sncdi  title  ? 

The  opinion  of  the  leaned  judges  wss  delivered  by  the  Lord  Clnef 
Baron  Eyra,  In  a  kng  address  to  their  lordships,  the  oondudingpart  of  which 
will  be  sufficient  to  inform  the  reader  of  die  finaldedslon  :^^^  Withovit  going 
out  of  the  record,  or  boxrowing  at  all  fnm  the  fact,  we  eonodve,  ikai  tk€ 
matUr  t(f  tMs  r^eatim^  os  Ifte  same  s^omIs  ndMitUrf  ami /omiuI  fty  Iko 
verdict,  is  sumcxEVT  to  atoid  the  DErEVDAVx**  title  to  the 
OFricc  OF  Ai^BBEMAir.  My  lords,  many  other  questions  (some  of  them 
of  l)ie  very  last  importsiice)  were  agitaM  in  the  oouise  of  the  argument— 
siidi  as,  whether  a  corporation  can  be  dissolved  or  forfeited  by  judgnsent  ? 
How  a  suit  for  that  purpose  Is  to  be  Institntsd  ?  Whether  the  power  of 
amotion  in  the  duurter  of  Charles  II.  be  general  or  limited,  and  what  that 
limitation  Is  P  Whether  taUng  it  as  general  or  Umited,  it  would  be  a  void 
power  or  a  valid  power  ?  and  if  void,  whether  it  would  or  would  not  avoid 
the  whole  charter  f  We  have  taken  all  these  difikolties  into  oonsidHation* 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  that  wo  have  agreed  upon  an  opinieo  to  bo 
oAred  to  your  lordships  upon  them.  We  are  apprehensive,  that  as  to  soom 
of  Aese  questions  in  pottienlai^  any  opiniott  wo  might  oAr,  might  have  an 
influence  upon  other  ooiyfltBtluns,  and  tend  to  disturb  the  peaee  of  tiiem ;  as 
we  em  praparsd,  without  laooiving  these  questions,  to  snbmitsB  answer  to 
your  lordships  upon  the  two  qnsstloBs  you  have  been  pleasQd  to  prspose  to 
ns,  we  have  not  thought  it  psudant  to  ask  of  yonr  lordships  any  oppotmity 
1^  te  fmther  investlgoikm  of  the  othwi.** 
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Then  the  Lord  Olianeellor  left  the  wooUack,  and  after  a  riiort  pireface, 
moved  their  lordahipi,  ^*That  the  jadgment  given  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Boseh,  in  Hiis  case,  be  REVERSED,  amd  judgment  entered  for  the  King." 
Having  returned  to  the  woolsack,  his  lordship  put  the  question  upon  the  said 
motion,  whidi  was  agreed  to  nem.  eon. 

Thus  terminated  for  the  present,  this  notable  question,  after  having  been 
thrice  investigated  $  occupied  a  period  of  six  years ;  and  cost  an  immense 
sum  of  money.  Through  some  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  relator's 
eouBsel,  in  omitdag  to  apply  for  costs,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  expences 
uhfanatdy  fell  on  the  shoulders  of  Mr.  Eddowes. 

However  dated  were  the  anti-corporation  party  on  this  decisive  victory, 
wtiich,  aocording  to  their  calculation,  was  to  be  Immediately  followed  by 
popular  elections,  they  still  found  themselves  met  by  the  body-corporate  with 
an  unyielding  reeistance.  Notwithstanding  the  decision  in  the  lords,  the  cor- 
poration still  adhered  to  their  usual  system,  and  resolved  to  take  up  another 
defence  in  support  of  their  prooeedings,  namely,  to  deny  that  the  charter  of 
21st  Hemy  VII.  was  ever  aceepted,  and  set  up  immemorial  etutom.  Air. 
EddOwes,  not  having  been  supported  by  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  manner  he 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  expect,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  embark  in  a 
ftesh  litigation,  at  his  own  expence ;  and  other  individuals,  who  bad  appeared 
sealous  in  the  cause  at  its  oommenoement,  shewed  no  disposition  to  pursue 
the  object  ftirther.  A  letter,  written  by  BIr.  Eddowes  to  Recorder  Bower, 
after  it  was  known  that  the  corporation  had  decided  upon  a  new  ground  of 
defence,  dated  May  29,  1790,  contains  his  intention  of  withdrawing  from  the 
struggle,  and  at  the  same  time,  broadly  intimates  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
eoDdoct  of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  associated.  ^*  In  one  respect,"  (says 
Mi.  Eddowes)  ^^  I  grant  the  corporation  are  fomaidable— .they  are  m  pesiei- 
§len  of  power,  and  if  they  are  resolved  perfoi  aui  ntfa$  to  keep  it,  there  may 
be  oeearion  for  a  ftash  litigation  between  them  and  some  one  person  on  bdialf 
ii^diefteemen.  Whothat  person  is  to  be,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say;  or  wfce- 
tfher  he  womUL  meet  wUk.the  freperneeeeeanf  mtpport^  I  cannot  aseertauu 
As  to  the  part  /  have  taken  in  the  late  cause,  though  a  principle  of  honour 
and  love  to  my  oountry  determined  me  not  to  abandon,  after  having  once 
undertaken  it,  yet  prmdentUd  reaeone  dbeolmtthf  forbid  me  to  piaee  m/jfrn^ 
AOAIK  in  sueft  a  stlwaltott.  The  corporation  may  resemble  the  head  of 
Hydra,  or  the  stable  of  Augeas,  but  I  am  no  Hereuln  ;  nor  do  I  find  myself 
disposed  to  undertake  tbe  labour  of  delivering  the  public  ftom  all  its  baneful 
and  loaduome  effects." 

Fiem  that  time  to  the  present,  the  corporation  have  invariably  continued 
•to  elect  b7  the  select  body,  though  several  litigations  have  since  been  resorted 
to,  to  oempel  them  to  alter  the  mode,  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter.  In  the 
BMBS  time,  it  maf  be  observed,  that  in  proportion  as  the  contest  in  the  case 
of  Mb  Eddowes  was  long  and  ardent,  so  the  unftiendly  disposition  between 
the  two  pstrtiea  towards  each  odier  became  fixed  and  deep-rooted.  Those 
sBti.i«QrpQrators  who  had  been  personaUy  engaged  in  the  legal  proceeding*, 
•■d  who  had  advaiicedmoDey  in  the  proseeatioii  of  the  cause,  felt  bitter  die- 
anP^intncpt)  that  all  their  cfibrts  had  faUed  to  accomplish  their  object ;  and 

bitterness  of  feeUng  not  only  spread  itsdf  to  all  their  eontemporariet  who 


406  HISTORY  OF  CHESTER. 

favoured  their  object,  bnt  wm  imbibed  likewise  by  tlieir  deaeendanti.  And 
what  tended  not  a  little  to  sharpen  their  anfmoeity,  wai  the  conaidentioii, 
that  notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the  highest  ^anal  in  the  country  In 
their  favour,  their  opponents  btaved  the  terdiet,  and  rested  their  secoiity  on 
the  superior  means  tL^^y  possessed  of  prdieeating  fbrther  litigations. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  oppose  either  the  oorporadoB  in  the  dection  of 
city  officers,  or  the  house  of  Eaton  in  the  retnm  of  membett,  until  the  year 
I8O79  when  an  incident  occurred,  whidi  in  its  progress  renewed  die  local 
disputes,  and  rendered  them  more  viralent  than  erer.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year,  upon  a  dissolution  of  parliament,  Mr.  Diax  C^rostenor,  who  had  been 
member  for  the  dty  since  1802,  announced  his  intsntion  of  not  olRfing  him- 
self again  for  that  honour :  his  resignation  was  dated  the  88tfa  of  April,  and 
on  the  2nd  of  May,  Colonel  Hanmer,  in  conjunotten  wUh.  one  of  the  late 
members,  Oeneral  Grosvenor,  commenced  a  canvass  of  die  citiaens,  widioat 
any  previous  intimation  or  soHdtatlon.  This  procedure,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  xwas  not  less  uncourteous  than  Impolitic ;  it  was  taken  to  be,  and  oertaiBly 
not  without  reason,  an  insult  to  the  iVeemen.  Nor  did  the  oecaskm  call  f» 
such  precipitancy.  The  influence  of  the  Eaton  fiunily,  united  widi  that  of  die 
corporation  was  at  this  moment  paramount ;  and  nodiing  eonld  have  disturbed 
it,  but  such  an  injudidons  step  as  was  now  taken.  It  would  seem  that  the 
corporate  body  had  never  been  consulted  as  to  the  eUgibility  of  a  new  candi« 
date;  and  the  fteemen  considered  diey  were  taken  by  surprise.  Cohmd 
Hanmer  was  a  gendemen  totaUy  unconnected  with  the  city,  had  not  even  a 
residence  in  the  county,  and  was  moreover  personally  unknown  to  all  the  des- 
tors.  This  I  take  to  have  been  die  jifnt  cardinal  error  in  the  policy  «f  the 
house  of  Eaton,  in  refevenoe  to  the  representation  of  Chester.  A  number  of 
faidividnals  of  the  first  respectabllky,  and  among  them  eevenl  members  of  the 
corporation,  were  highly  dlsaatiBfied  at  the  unceremonious  introduction  of 
colonel  Hanmer,  and  k  depwtMlon  was  imtondy  dii^sitched  toOulton^so 
solidt  John  Egefton,  esq.  to  bcame  a  caaittda«e.  He  obeyed  die  tumnons, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  day  In  whidi  Mr.  Hanmer  commenced  liia  canvass, 
fbrmally  annoimoed  his  IMentfMi  fif  wSbAag  faimidf.  Mr.  Egerton  waa « 
gentleman  descended  Awn  a  good  (bmlly,  intimatdy  connected  widi  the  dity, 
and  of  amiabk  and  engaging  manners  $  and  these  advantages,  tdcen  ia  con- 
nexkm  with  the  wiftmmcaUe  fmpresslonB  ezdted  against  the  other  candidate, 
turned  the  popular  tide  entirdy  in  his  fkvonr.  This  exprosslon  of  tlie  pidiHe 
sentiment  could  not  but  be  observed  by  the  corporation,  who  on  the  4tfa  df 
May  called  an  assembly  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-ooundl)  and 
after  an  address  from  general  Orosvenor,  passed  the  following  resolntiott  s-.- 
<<  Resolved  unanimously,  that  in  consideration  of  J\fr.  Egerton's  address,  and 
his  iSunily  having  been,  for  ages  past,  connected  with  the  dty  of  Chester,  we 
consider  his  chdm,  for  our  suffrages,  superior  to  that  of  colond  Hamner.  We 
therefore  are  deddedly  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Egerton  should  be  supportsd  in 
conjunction  with  CFeneral  Orosvenor.**  This  resolution,  and  thegencnl 
appearance  of  dieunvtances  induced  Colond  Hanmer  immediatdy  to  wkiidraw 
his  pretentions  $  and  on  dte  M  of  May,  General  Grosvenor  and  if  ».  Sgertw 
were  unanhnoudy  dected. 

It  does  not  appear  that  many  of  dmse  InAvidoalft  vho  had  talnn  aa 
active  part  in  the  return  of  Mr.  Egerton  were  inlmicd  to  Hi^  cmpmmlm,  m 
totheinteicstsofEatlGiOBvenor,  in  a  general  point  of  Tiew;  b«t^«ift»- 
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tanftU  line  of  oondact  punued  by  his  lordship  and  friends,  immediately  after 
this  election,  had  the  direct  influence  of  severing  them, from  their  former  poli* 
tical  wwnrTions,  and  of  throwing  their  whole  weight  into  the  scale  of  what  I 
ihall  designate,  for  the  sake  of  distinction,  the  Crewe  party.  It  happened, 
that  Mr.  William  Seller,  who  was  one  of  the  deputation  inviting  Mr.  Bgerton 
as  a  candidate*  stood  next  in  succession,  according  to  the  usual  routine,  to 
fill  the  chair  of  the  chief  magistrate ;  but  at  an  assembly  of  the  corporation, 
held  on  the  18th  of  September,  £arl  Grosvenor  signified  his  intention  of 
serving  the  ofiSce  o£  mayor  for  the  following  year.  His  lordship  is  also  re- 
ported to  have  stated,  that  he  wished  it  to  be  explicitly  understood,  that  in 
case  Mr.  JGgerton  should  be  returned  at  any  future  period  for  the  city.  It 
must  be  through  the  interest  of  the  corporation  and  the  house  of  £aton*  The 
declaration  of  his  lordship  in  reference  to  the  mayoralty  was  taken  to  be  a  • 
narked  rebuke  to  Mr.  Seller,  for  the  part  he  had  sustained  in  the  election,  and 
made  that  gentleman  and  his  personal  friends,  decided  opponents  of  his  lord- 
ship's interest ;  and  his  intimation  respecting  the  future  representation,  ex- 
cited a  strong  feeling  of  dissatisfaction.  This  two-fold  transaction  is  what 
I  consider  the  secoiui  cardinal  error  in  the  policy  of  the  house  of  Eaton. 

I  have  no  intention  or  wish  to  record  these  occurrences  with  a  view  to 
hnnd  them  with  the  mark  of  oensure  $  neither,  in  noticing  them,  am  I  dis- 
posed to  afod  a  subject  of  party  triumph  to  one  side,  or  of  offence  to  the 
other.  That  thi^  were  indiscretiong,  is  certain,  but  between  indiscretions  and 
fanlu  these  is  a  wide  distance ;  and  in  the  midst  of  political  heats,  it  is 
hardly  iak  to  judge  of  actions  by  the  rigorous  rules  of  wisdom  and  prudence. 
It  was  necessary,  however,  to  state  the  Acts,  because  to  them  are  chiefly  to 
be  attributed  those  bittar  contentions  and  ioftidated  broils,  which  lor  manf 
years  disturbed  the  city*  The  newspapers,  and  other  publications,  abounded 
with  crimhaftiona  and  reodaunatkms  «  but,  as  is  always  the  case,  the  popular 
party,  who  now  assumed  thec9gnoinenoCiiidipeii4eN^iWaspre.eminent^ 
distinguiahed.  Now  that  the  season  of  iidtation  is  gone  by,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  that  the  warm  partisans  of  neither  party  will  view  with  complaisancy 
the  extreme  violenee  that  was  naanifested. 

Although,  as  above  stated,  a  rancorous  feeling  prevailed,  from  the  time 
of  the  return  of  Mr.  Egerton,  yet  the  parties  came  not  into  any  tangible  con- 
tact, until  October,  1809,  at  the  dection  fx  corporate  officers.  Upon  this 
oeoMkn,  the  in^tnimtt,  (a  term  which  I  shall  hereafter  use  to  designate 
the  anti-coiporatton  party,  by  way  of  distinction)  determined  upon  nominsting 
Mr.  Seller  as  mayor,  and  Mr.  Robert  Brittain,  as  the  popular  sheriff.  It 
may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  on  the  day  {nrevious  to  the  election,  a  requi- 
sition, signed  by  twelve  fteeOMn,  calling  upon  the  mayor  (the  late  Mr.  Newell) 
before  he  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  chief  magistrate,  ^  to  elect,  mdu, 
and  cveaie  84  dtisens  of  the  dcy  of  Chester,  for  the  aldermen,  as  also  40  other 
dtiaens  of  the  same  dty,  for  the  oommon-oouncil  of  the  said  dty,  pursuant 
to  the  dMHTter  gvBBled  to  the  dty  of  Chester  by  his  late  Majesty  King  Henry 
the  SevenUi,  and  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  April,  in  the  2l8t  year  of  his 
idgn,'*  Ac  To  this  re^isition,  Mr*  NewiH  returned  an  answer,  in  which 
he  deelined  a  oompHanoe  with  it,  observing,  ^  I  shall  proceed,  as  far  as  lies 
in  me,  hi  'the  election  of  the  annual  corporation  officers,  in  the  usual  way, 
Kcnrdhig  t»  the  aodent  usage,  fairly  and  honestly  aoooiding  to  the  best  of 
ny  judgment** 


408  HISTORY  OF  CHESTER* 

At  the  common-hall,  held  on  Friday  the  37th  of  October,  the  Exchange 
was  crowded  to  excess.  On  the  return  of  the  corporation  from  dmrcfa,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  begin  business,  but  hi  rain ;  the  damour  and  noise  of 
contending  parties,  riot  reigned  triumphant,  and  at  last,  the  magistrates  were 
compelled  to  leave  the  bench.  The  fences  of  the  court  were  broken  down 
with  an  alarming  crash  by  the  pressure  of  the  people,  who  rushed  in,  and 
completely  filled  the  space  resenred  for  business ;  the  court  retired  to  the  jus- 
tloe's  room,  and  soon  after  adjourned  to  the  next  morning  at  nme  o'clock. 
Though  a  cessation  had  taken  place  between  the  parties,  the  preparations  for 
contention  were  unabated ;  every  exertion  was  made  by  the  respective  parties 
to  bring  their  phalanxes  into  the  field  early  next  morning.  At  ten  o'dod:, 
Ae  conn  and  crowd  assembled  in  increased  numbers,  when,  after  the  usual 
preliminary  business,  the  recorder  announced  Chat  the  corporate  body  had  had 
iheir  regular  meetings,  and  that  they  recommended  Mr.  Alderman  Evans  and 
Mr.  Alderman  Davison  to  be  put  in  nomination  to  serve  tlie  oflice  of  mayor. 
Mr.  Seller  was  then  proposed  and  seconded ;  and  a  shew  of  hands  being 
demanded.  It  was  declared  to  be  in  £tivour  of  aldermen  Evans  and  SeUer,  who 
being  returned  to  the  court  of  aldermen,  the  former  was  chosen  mayor.  It  h 
difficult  to  assign  a  motive  to  the  IndependenU  tor  nominating  Mr.  Seller, 
except  that  of  mere  annoyance ;  for  had  they  even  proceeded  to  a  poll,  and 
obtained  ever  so  large  a  majority  in  his  fiivonr,  they  well  knew,  that  according 
to  that  charter  for  which  they  themselves  contended,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  aldermen  to  exclude  him.  Still  further  to  shew  their  hostility,  the  anti- 
corporators  had  determine  to  carry,  if  possible,  the  election  of  a  popular 
sheriff;  and  on  the  mayor's  sheriff  being  appointed,  and  Mr.  Grace  proposed 
by  the  fHends  of  the  body  as  the  other,  Mr.  Robert  Brittain,  a  gentleman  who 
avowed  himself  a  fHend  to  Mr.  Egerton's  parliamentary  interests,  was  put  in 
nomination  also.  The  partiies  immediately  proceeded  to  a  poll,  whidi  was 
vigorously  carried  on  tUl  six  o'clock  in  the  evening ,  when  the  Independenit 
being  convinced  that  a  further  prosecution  of  their  purpose  would  be  uoavidl- 
ing,  gave  up  the  contest,  the  numbers  being—. 

For  Mr.  Grace 278 

Mr.Brittam 210 

Majority 68 

A  prosecution  was  instituted  against  three  of  the  indepeniietUt  for  the 
riots  and  mischief  done  in  the  Town-hall  this  day,  which,  after  a  trial  in  the 
county  court,  terminated  in  the  acquittal  of  the  accused. 

The  baneful  influence  of  party  now  raged  in  the  city  with  its  utmost  vio- 
lence ;  and  was  manifested  almost  in  every  transaction,  whether  of  a  public 
or  private  nature ;  the  events  of  that  period  cannot  be  contemplated  without 
regret,  if  not  disgust,  and  it  would  be  folly  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  rancour 
and  virulence  were  alike  observable  in  both  the  contending  parties.  From 
time  immemorial  a  part  of  the  Exchange  had  been  used  as  an  assembly-room, 
where  the  worthy  cits  and  their  wives  and  daughters  had  indiscriminately 
mixed  in  the  mazy  dance  during  the  winter  months :  it  now  happened,  how- 
ever, that  some  unpleasantness  occurred  between  the  roam^ers  of  the  assembly 
and  the  corporate  body,  which  ultimately  terminated  in  a  decision  of  the 
former,  to  open  a  rival  ball  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  which  was  eventaally  accom- 
plished,  and  for  a  time,  we  had  what  was  appropriately  enough  denominated 
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a  QfneMf  and  «ii  £$eHim  uaaMy,  AiK>ther  Uevsed  emanation  of  this 
state  of  ODOtoilioa  oeouyed  on  the  3rd  of  January,  1810,  at  the  theatre.  A 
Miss  HolliweU,  by  profession  a  fUayer,  and  who  was  known  to  be  nndei 
poeiimary  embarrassments,  annoimeed  her  intention  of  giving  a  conc^t  of 
▼ocal  and  instmmental  music  at  the  {iilay*fao«set  Either  by  chanoe  or  by 
dunee,  she  wss  thrown  under  the  «is|iises  of  the  independent  party,  who 
beeame  her  patrons,  and  either  from  mttey  lo  her,  or  in  malevoleDce  to  their 
political  opponents,  indueed  her  to  insert  in  her  biUsy  as  a  part  of  the  perform, 
ance,  the  song  of  ^^  The  Gkrious  Sixth  of  May,*'— .«  party  song,  which  was 
known  to  every  diild  in  tiie  dty,  as  the  ihibboklk  •/  Iniipmittiee.  Many 
ftiends  of  the  house  of  Baton  took  this,  and  eertainly  not  without  reason,  as 
an  insult  to  their  political  adherents,  and  a  gross  breach  of  public  decorum  i 
and  purchased  a  number  of  tickets  of  admissioOf  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
preventing  the  obnoxious  eonq^tion  being  sung.  Very  difeent  and  opposite 
accounts  are  given  of  the  commotion  in  the  theatre  on  the  evening  of  the 
performance,  by  the  two  newspapers  of  the  day ;  but  as  they  obviously  vere 
elicited  by  feelings  of  psrtiality,  I  shall  adopt  neither  of  them.  It  may  be 
briefly  remarked,  however,  that  when  the  objectionable  performance  was  about 
to  be  introduced,  the  most  distractiqg  and  deafening  uproar  fdlowed.  Cku 
caUs,  clappers,  whistles,  yells,  screams^  and  groans,  with  chopping  of  hands 
and  stamping  of  feet,  were  in  such  fervid  operation,  as  to  render  the  scene  any 
thing  rather  than  the  harmony  of  a  concert.  For  some  time  the  victory  was 
doubtful,  but  in  the  end,  the  aiwallanta  were  triumj^umt }  they  drove  the 
fidleis  ftom  the  orchestra,  the  performer  made  a  precipitate  retreat  from  the 
stage,  and  the  audience  made  the  best  of  their  way  out  of  the  theatre.  While 
impropriety  on  the  part  of  these  men  must  be  admitted,  the  circumstances 
which  called  forth  their  violence  can  never  be  justified ;  a  place  of  public 
amuaemflBt,  to  which  the  community  is  invited  finr  the  purposes  of  amusement, 
ought  to  be  the  last  place  in  which  to  provoke  or  indulge  party  animosities. 

From  the  return  of  Mr.  Egerton,  in  1807,  it  was  well-understood,  that 
he  would  be  opposed  on  tlie  first  election  afterwards  ;  but  not  a  whisper  had 
transpired,  as  to  the  person  who  was  to  be  his  opponent.  Early  in  the  year 
1810  was  fixed  upon  as  the  proper  time  to  make  that  disclosure.  The  27th 
of  Jsnuary  was  the  birth-day  of  Lord  Belgrave,  the  heur  apparent  of  the 
house  of  Eaton,  and  a  notification  was  given,  that  this  event  would  be  com- 
memorated by  dinners  to  be  given  to  the  citizens  of  Chester  in  Earl  Grosve- 
nor's  interest.  About  seventy  public-houses  were  opened,  where  dinners 
were  provided,  and  an  unlimited  order  given  for  wine,  spirits,  &&  To 
every  house  was  appointed  a  president,  and  to  each  president,  a  list  of  toasts, 
consisting  of  fifWen,  the  aghth  of  which  wss  contained  in  a  sealed  paper,  and 
not  to  be  opened  until  the  seventh  had  been  given.  Of  this  toast,  which 
disclosed  the  future  can^Udate,  and  was  given  by  each  president  in  its  ^»pointed 
order,  the  ioUowing  is  a  copy : — '<  Sir  Kiehard  Brooke,  baronet,  who,  as  a 
friend  of  the  house  of  Eaton,  hopes  in  conjunction  with  General  Grosvenor, 
to  have  the  honour  of  represeoting  you  in  the  next  parliament."  This  un- 
usual method  of  announcing  a  candidate  was  a  topic  of  much  merriment 
among  our  Chester  wits ;  but  as  the  mode  is  only  a  subject  of  taste,  I  can 
see  nothing  that  exposes  it  to  censure  or  sarcasm.  This  incident  was  hxune- 
diatdy  followed  by  an  address  from  Sk  Richard  Brooke  to  the  freemen, 
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solidtiifg  their  suffittgies,  and  a  petooMl  caaviSB*  At »  mattiagof  «ii»aaaaa^ 
bly  of  the  oarporation  htU  oo  tfie  IMk  of  MaMb,  the  fimdam  flf  the  dif  was 
voted  lo  Sir  Riehaid,  and  to  aix  other  gemlemeife 

That  no  advaainge  might  be  dttived  by  thdr  (^nponeDta  from  these  eady 
aad  active  movements^  the  JndipmUmU  alro  coianifiated  a  ganwal  can ws, 
headed  by  Colonel  Banaton,  who  waa  dtoinaaa  of  Hr.  JBgerton'a  oommittee, 
and  at  the  dose  of  the  moiitk  of  Match,  Mr.  Bgerton  paid  a  pcnowd  visit  to 
the  dty.  Good  eathig  and  drhiking,  aa  by  cammiio  oaoaeatiy  aie  considered 
very  neeesMary  appendages  to  eleetiensnliig  sottdtadans^  of  i»hkh  the  friends 
of  Ms  lordship  had-taMed  the  sweets  |  and  it  was  now  thought  by  theoppesite 
party,  that  a  good  dinner,  well  saturated  with  Oie  juice  of  the  grape,  weald 
have  no  tendency  to  detract  from  Mbt'indepgndeme,  Acooidiii^Iy,  on  the 
2ttd  of  April,  a  very  numeroos  party  of  Mr.  Bgertcm's  friends  dined  at  the 
Royti  Hotel,  when  some-  speeehea^  remarkabla  Ibr  ardent  patxiotisoi,  weie 
delivered.  The  foUowhig  day,  Mr.  Egertsn  published  an  address  of  thanks, 
and  left  the  dty. 

To  account  for  die  parties  being  engaged  so  easly  in  the  canvass  as  the 
latter  etod  of  1809,  and  beghinfaig  of  1810,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  un- 
settle state  of  the  ministry,  and  their  dedfaiing  popularity,  created  a  general 
expectation  of  an  immediate  dlssoltttion  of  patliame(it;.«.4i  cakulation,  howevo^ 
that  proved  incorrect,  as  that  event  did  not  take  place^  until  the  month  of 
September,  1812.  The  intermedhme  space  between  the  former  and  latter 
period,  was  employed  by  both  parties  In  exertions  for  strsngthening  tliek 
respective  interests,  though  no  material  hieideats  uecuwed  that  need  be 
noticed.  At  length  the  tug  of  war  came  on.  On  the  let  of  October,  foimal 
annunciations  were  published  by  the  three  eandkUtes  $  and  hnmediatdy,  a 
canvass  commenced,  the  tespecdve  parties  bdng  attended  by  aa  faimense 
crowd.  From  the  first  bcgimrfng  of  the  ertmsBt,  apprehenstous  of  oerlstts 
disturbances  had  been  entertained  by  the  peaceable  dtfaess,  on  aeoeunt  of  the 
animosity  which  agitated  the  dty.  There  was  Indeed  one  crisis  which  threat- 
ened  an  alarming  conflict,  aad  this  was  nearly  at  the  dose  of  the  second  day's 
canvass.  Towards  the  dusk  of  the  evenhig,  ihe  £gerton  patty  was  at  the  top 
of  Wstergate-street,  and  the  Orosvenor's  bdow  the  Eastgate,  and  both  moving 
at  the  same  time  to  their  head-quartets,  they  came  in  contact  nearly  opposite 
the  hotel.  Each  was  attended  with  a  band  of  mudc,  and  numerous  fli^s  ; 
and  although  the  street  here  is  wide,  yet  such  was  the  denseness  of  the  crowd, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  either  to  proceed,  wi&ont  intermin^ing  with  the 
other.  It  seemed  also  to  be  believed  by  l)Oth  parties,  that  thehr  opponents 
had  purposely  planned  this  meethig  by  way  of  bravado,  or  cfaidlenge,  a  per- 
suasion  that  put  them  all  upon  thdr  mettle,  and  induced  a  hostile  feeling. 
A  few  individual  skhmishes  commenced,  and  were  spreading  themsdves 
through  the  vast  multitude,  when  several  of  the  influential  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  interposed  their  exertions  and  authority,  and  contrary  to  all  human 
expectation,  succeeded  in  puttmg  an  end  to  a  conflict,  which  threatened  die 
most  disastrous  results. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  canvass,  Mr.  Egerton's  committee  thought,  or 
alFected  to  think,  that  they  should  have  no  difficulty  in  returning  two  mem- 
hers,  and  under  this  assumption,  addressed  an  invitation  to  H.  R.  Hughes, 
Ssa*  banker,  to  join  Mr.  Egerton  as  a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
dty.     To  tUs  civil  solidtathn,  Mr.  Hughes  returned  a  polite  answer, 
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^eoUniog  the  bonour  intended  him,  observiag,  Agt  "  domestic  ooiudd<ratiDiM 
alone  had  induced  him  to  decline  an  invitation  bo  lugfaly  flattering  to  hit 
feelings."  It  is  very  ohvious,  however,  that  the  fi-iends  of  Mr.  £gert«n  liad 
«een  the  neeesiity  and  advantage  of  uniting  some  other  candidate  with  him, 
not  perhaps  so  much  fiom  an  expectation  of  liis  succeeding,  as  to  divert  the 
second  vote  of  the  ft? emen  from  both  oi  his  oihet  anbigonists.  Such  a  can« 
didate  was  subsequently  obtained,  as  will  be  seen  by  what  follows. 

The  nomination  was  fixed  for  the  Qdi  of  May,  when  tfae<difiereQt  can- 
didates, accompanied  by  their  respeetive  friends,  repaired  to  4he  hustings, 
erected  under  the  Exchange.  £dward  Holt,  Esq.  of  King-street,  then  came 
forward,  and  put  in  nomination  General  Orosvenor.  The  nomination  of  the 
gallant  general  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Alderman  Hodson.  Colonel  BamstoOf 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  addressed  the  ireemen,  and  in  conclusion, 
proposed  Mr.  Egerton,  as  one  of  their  representatives ;  Mr.  Alderman  Seller 
seconded  the  nomination.  The  Mayor  (R.  Bowers,  Esq.)  proposed  Sir 
Richard  Brooke,  of  Norton  Priory ;  -seconded  by  Mr.  Ald«rman  Smith.*** 
Edward  Roberts,  Esq.  nominated  Mr.  Edward  Venables  Tovnshend,  sc- 
.conded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Monlson. 

The  respective  candidates  then  presented  themselves  in  the  order  they 
had  been  proposed,  and  severally  addf  esied  the  freemen* 

The  p(dl  then  commenced,  and  was  carried  on  with  unabating  sphdt  on 
both  sides  for  eleven  sacoessive  days  (with  the  intervention  of  the  Sunday), 
,that  is,  till  Tuesday  the  20th  of  October,  when,  on  its  final  dose,  the  wm^ 
iier  fo>  each  candidate  stood  as  foUows  t-*- 

JPor  Qeaenl  OiOMrsejar   027 

Mr*  Egerton  •» 9^ •••«. •••••••    602 

Sir  Ricbaid  Bi«oke 576 

MiuTowBshend   ••*•, 537 

Msjoiity  of  Mr.  Egevtonabove  S|r  Richasd     S7 
The  General  and  Mr.  Egerton  were  of  oouise  dfldued  to  be  duly  dectedf 

and  (thus  ten^ini^ted  this  hard-fought  political  battle. 

Xhiring  the  .whole  of  this  contest,  almost  every  inn  and  tavern  in  lihe 
city  were  thrown  xipeci  for  the  entertainment  of  all  comers,  with,  in  many 
■cases,  an  .unlimited  order  for  the  supply  of  meat  and  drink  of  all  kinds.  The 
expences  and  disorders  were  not  a  little  increased  fimm  this  drcus^stanoe, 
that  the  election  was  eairied  on  .during  tin  whole  continuance  of  our  great 
Michaehnas  four^  when  the  popul»tion  of  Chester  was  increased  by  several 
thousands ;  and  when  gormandising  and  intoxication  were  much  more  attended 
«o,  than  buying  or  selling.  It  has  been  said,  ihal  this  election  cost  Mr. 
Egerton  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  and  the  amount  of  expences  to 
his  opponents  was  probably  more  than  double  this  sum.  When  this  lavish 
expenditure  for  a  seat  in  parliament  is  considered,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  disorders,  riots,  and  drunkenness  attendant  upon  a  contested  election,  in 
populous  towns,  for  a  fortnlj^t  together,  I  cannot  but  congratulate  the  country 
on  the  reform  biU  now  before  parliament,  (July,  183|)by  which  many  of 
jfchese  evils  wiU  be  entirely  removed,  or  essentiaUy  reduced.  These  calamities 
have  pressed  heavily  on  the  city  of  Chester,  partly  arising  ttcm  the  equally 
balanced  numbers  of  each  party,  but  principally  fitom  the  pertinacious  oIk 
istinacy  of  the  rsspectiTe  a^erents,  kept  aUve  and  confirmed  by  uncesaiog 
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mutual  initstion.  Enoagh  bas  been  already  narrated  to  jnstHy  this  remailc  s 
bat  the  lilstory  of  sfan^ar  ooniUcta  for  the  space  of  eighteen  yean,  after  the 
period  we  have  now  arrived  at,  will  still  ftirther  oonfirm  the  truth  of  the 
obserration.  The  only  comfort  to  be  derived  ftom  a  retrospect  of  these  thmgs, 
to  the  real  friends  of  Chester,  is,  the  eonsriatory  retexlon,  that  t!he  period  of 
contention  is  gone,  and  that  the  cheering  prospect  of  peace  and  conooid  is 
before  them. 

Before  I  finally  quit  this  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  that  after  the 
election,  each  of  the  parties  published  a  poU-lxwIt,  in  which  the  proceedings 
are  given,  as  usual  upon  such  occasions,  according  to  the  partialities  of  the 
writers ;  and  in  both  which  also  are  contained  the  authorised  and  anonymous 
publications  on  both  sides.  As  to  number  of  compositions,  those  of  the 
independents  prevailed ;  but  aa  to  their  merits,  I  must  dedine  giving  an 
opinion.  The  limits  of  this  sketch  will  not  admit  their  insertton  here  $  nor 
if  they  did,  would  I  allow  them.  Among  them,  however,  are  serious  and 
grave  addresses;  solemn  appeals;  important  interrogatories;  vulgar deda- 
rations ;  coarse  invectives ;  scandalotts  ehaiiges  ;  and  here  and  there  a  tde- 
rably  good  attempt  to  create  a  smile,  by  pladng  their  opponents  in  a  ladicnras 
position.* 

In  detailing  this  memorable  contest,  I  have  been  more  dreomstantial, 
than  I  can  find  space  for  In  those  that  follow.  I  consider  the  year  1612,  a 
temarlEable  epodi  in  the  amials  of  the  political  history  of  Chester,  from  whidi 
subsequeoC  occurrences  took  their  form  and  ooiour ;  and  having  gone  pretty 
mudi  at  length  into  the  tnnsactionB  of  that  year,  and  stated  as  correctly  as  I 
am  able  the  grounds  of  difierence  between  the  contending  parties,  little  more 
than  a  brief  nedtd  of  foots  wUl  be  necessaiy  in  what  follows. 

At  the  election  for  dty  officers  in  October,  1812,  Mr.  Samuel  Bennett, 
wine-merchant,  had  been  chosen  mayor,  and  in  his  views  and  prindplea  was 
supposed  to  be  soimd  and  orthodox,  that  is,  friendly  to  the  mode  of  electioD 
adopted  by  the  corporation.  Even  so  late  as  one  month  befone  the  tetmina- 
fion  of  his  office,  he  seems  to  have  acted  In  perfect  union  withlils  brother 

*  J  think  I  may  venture  to  give  tiro  specimens  of  this  species  of  composition,  one 
from  each  of  the  rival  partiea,  -without  ofliNice  i  and  oan  ovAf  at  moat  excite  a  smile. 
The  first  it  a  supposed  speech  from  the  ifitliepemignt  candidates,  from  the  window  of  the 
hotel ;  and  the  other  f>om  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  who  was  in  the  interest  of  the  General 
and  Sir  Richard  Brooke. 

"  To  WB  PuBuc—As  an  admirer  of  tho  Ciceroaian  mode  of  czpircasion,  I 
should  think  myself  deficient  in  duty,  were  1  not  to  lay  beiuie  you  a  verbatim  report  of 
an  oration  made  by  John  Sobrton,  Esq.  late  member  of  parliament  for  Chester,  tnm. 
the  hotel  window  on  Wednesday  evening.  It  is  at  once  so  pithy,  OKpressive  and  elo- 
quent, as  to  set  at  defiance  the  pedantic  axialyzations  of  th£  cjritics.-— *  Gentlemen.  1—  • 
I— thank  you  for  your  great  kindness  to  me  this  day — and  j  have— have — great  plea- 
sure  to  inform  you  that  I  am  only  one  vote  behind  6ir  Richard — I — I— I — ^mean,  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  am  only  one  vote  worse  than  I  wi«  yesterday.— 0«nilemeti»  that  vote 
pras  lost  by  acci.dent,....and  I  expect  to  have  it  to-monoWf  gentlemen.'  The  speaker  was 
here  pulled  away  from  the  window,  by  Mr.  E.  V.  Townshend,  of  Wincham,  a  stentorian 
orator,  who  thanked  4hose  stont  lads,  who  had  treated  him  witii  a  ride  for  six  days,  and 
wAs,gUd  Ao  say*  they  would  have  t.o  carry  him  a  few  days  more.— So  good  night  Ml!' 
Sir  Watkin*9  Oration  from  the  White  Lion, 

*'  Shent1emen->.1  was  very  much  please  to  come  here  to-day  for  to  pole  for  the 
house  of  Eaton.  My  family,  abe  was  always  attach  to  Lord  <Orosvenor'at  myfkthei's 
fatiMr**  great  grandfather's  father,  did  love  the  Eaton  family  great  deal.  Lord  Qros- 
yenor,  she  is  partly  «  Welse-man,  and  I  hope  all  Welse-men  was  support  Lord  Grosvenof. 
if  1  did  Me  any  Ansient  Britons  here  now,  1  was  sure  they  would  support  Lord  Groavenor* 
^nt  it  isdai-k,  fihentlemen.  And  to,  Shemleroen,  1  was  wish  you  good  aiffhk/' 
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csrperatOTS,  haTing  joined  them  in  a  writtca  invitation  to  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn, 
reqaeating  bim  to  aecept  4he  office  of  chief  magistnte  for  the  following  year. 
It  seems,  howeyer,  that  jiMt  about  this  time,  a  verdict  had  been  given  against 
Mr.  Bennett,  for  a  stretch  of  his  magisterial  authority  towards  an  individual, 
by  which  be  was  involved  in  easts  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  hundred 
pounds  ;  and  as  the  corporation  declined  taking  upon  themselves  any  portion 
of  these  costs,  Mr.  Bennett  seems  to  have  taken  offence.  This  was  the  motive 
assigned  at  the  time  for  his  defection.  But  he  this  as  it  may,  on  the  20th 
October,  only  two  days  before  the  election  for  dty  oflicers,  the  Right  Vfor- 
ek^fut  the  Mayor  presided  at  a  public  dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotd,  to  celebrate 
the  anniversary  of  Mr.  £gerton*s  re«election  as  member  of  parliament  for  the 
dty.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  his  new  friend*  did  for  him,  that  which 
his  old  muf$  reftised  to  do,  but  tliere  seems  to  have  been  a  perfectly  good  un- 
derstanding between  him  and  the  former.  On  the  followisg  day  (the  21st)  a 
tequMtion  was  preseotod  to  his  worship,  calling  upon  him  on  the  subsequent 
day,  ^  to  elect,  make,  and  create  twenty.four  feUow-dtixens  of  the  said  dty, 
to  be  aldemen,  and  forty  other  dticens  of  the  said  dty,  to  be  common  council 
men  of  die  said  city  for  the  year  ensuing ;  and  to  proceed  to  such  election 
pursuant  to  the  charter  granted  to  the  dtiaens  and  commonalty  of  the  said  dty 
of  Chester,  by  his  late  Majesty  King  Henry  the  Seventh,"  &c  A  prompt 
and  satisfoetory  answer  was  returned,  and  posted  up  the  same  day,  in 
which  Mr.  Bennett  says,  **  I  hereby  inibrm  my  fellow  dtiiens,  that  it  is 
my  intention  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  twenty-four  aldermen,  the  forty 
common  oonndl-men,  and  the  other  dty  officers,  to->morrow,  being  Friday 
the  22d  October,  1818.'* 

Again  the  rival  parties  crowded  the  Exchange  on  the  Friday  morning, 
and  the  scene  may  be  move  accurately  concdved  than  described.  At  the 
same  moment  that  the  recorder  and  aldermen  were  proceeding  in  the  usual 
method  of  dioosing  a  mayor,  (Sir  Watkin)  coroners,  tnasurers,  leave-lookers 
and  iherifis ;  the  indtpendmUi  were  budly  employed.  In  reading  ftom  a 
written  paper,  f  Jbetr  list  of  offieers,  indnding  the  new  mayor  (Mr.  William 
Seller)  with  the  whole  oomplementofaldennen  and  common  council  men.* 
Thus  was  the  dty  presented  with  the  novd  spectade  of  tmo  corporations  co- 


*  The  foUowloK  is  a  list  of  ih«  new  corporation,  at  proposed  at  the  commoii*fialI. 
Those  names  marked  tbas  (*)  were  membersof  the  old  oaei-— 


Biaffh  Leycester* 
Joseph  Prsoo* 
John  Hallwood* 
Andrew  Davison* 
Peter  Brosier* 
JoliQ  Wiighi^ 

Rich.  Richardson* 
J  no.  Chamberlaine* 
Thomas  Poole* 
Josiah  Thomas* 
John  S.  Rogers* 
Thomas  Moulson 
Bdward  Roberts 
John  H assail 
ft.  W.  Lloyd 
^yiiiism  &orsfc 


ALDBRMBN. 


Thomas  Rathb<»ne« 
William  Newell* 
Thomas  Evans* 
Aamael  Bennett* 
Robert  Brituin* 
James  Bennett* 


Earl  Grosveoor* 
John  Larden* 
R.  E.  D  Grosvenor* 
Daniel  Smith* 
William  8eUer* 
Robert  Hodgson* 


COMMON    COUNCIL'MBN. 


John  Edwards 
Robert  Whittle 
John  Trough  ton* 
Robert  Britlain 
William  Bage 
William  Coker 
Thomas  Francis 


John  Dodd 
William  Cole 
Edward  Titley 
John  Moulson 
John  Broster* 
John  Powell* 
John  Griftith 


J.  Williamson,  distil.  W.  0.  Roberts 
Henry  Bowers*  Thomas  Whittle 

Thos.CboImondeley*  J>  WillianisoQ,bJd.* 


Edw.  0mm.  Wrench 
Edw.  Mainwaring 
William  Massey 
Thomas  Hodson 
John  Lowe 
Thomas  Whittle. 

J.  S.  Hughes* 
Thomas  Whittakers 
John  Walker 
John  Bradford* 
William  Cortney* 
Wiilian  Moss* 
Joseph  Grace* 
William  Massey* 
Thomas  Bradford* 
Thomas  Barnes. 
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existaDt;  with  thk  ^ittetmct^  that Ihe •M one pmeffed itt tiidy poincioiaii» 
the  important  insignia  of  office,  the  avord  and  mace,  acadet  and  araiiDe.  On 
the  IbUoving  marltet^jr,  faove«er«  i&ih  walked  the  markela;  and  hoik 
attended  divine  lorvice  al  |he  cathedml  on  the  Sandaj  after.  But  the  Mer 
brother  had  poMCMioa  of  (ha  Town-hall,  aad  the  jfmtMger  did  not  ▼enture  to 
aMume  the  judicial  functions. 

As  neither  party  were  willing  to  recede  6NNn  their  elevated  station,  another 
appeal  to  the  eourts  of  law  became  necessary,  and  aecordin^y,  a  rale  to  shew 
cause  was  obtained  by  the  M  corporation  agatest  Mr,  Seller  as  mayor,  Mr. 
Edward  Roberts  and  Mr.  Hassall,  as  sheriffiK  and  Mr.  Mainwiring  as  alder* 
man ;  and  at  the  same  time  by  the  nam  coKporarion  agsinst  Sir  Watkin  W. 
W.  Wynn,  as  mayor,  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Hastings,  aheriffi!,  Ac  These 
rules  were  made  absolate,  on  bo^  aidea,  by  consent,  and  the  caiae  sent 
down  to  Sliiewsbufy  for  trial.  On  the  tarantyi^ixth  of  March,  1814, 
the  cause  csme  on  diere ;  and  the  covpomtion,  having  got  their  cause  first 
entered,  the  question  of  the  King  against  Mainwaring,  was  brought  on. 
The  defimdant  set  up  the  charter  of  Henif  VII.  and  thattbe  dection  took 
place  under  it ;  while  the  corporatkm  jastilied  their  mode  of  election  by  pre^ 
seription,  aad  denied  the  acceptance  of  Henry  the  Seventh^s  chaiter.  After 
a  long  and  tedious  invcstigatien,  n  verdiet  was  given  agslnst  the  defendant, 
by  which  his  election  was  dedaied  nvIL  This  verdict  was  given  under  the 
direction  of  the  learned  judge,  not  on  the  ^snand  question  of  the  charter,  bat 
on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  notiee,  and  the  inqnoper  way  in  which 
the  new  candidates  ftir  ofllee  had  been  proposed.  The  case  of  tlie  King 
against  Shr  Watkin  stood  next  tot  trial,  but  as  ii  was  now  Saturday  evening, 
and  all  the  other  busmessof  the  aasiias  being  finished,  it  was  left  as  a  rema- 
net.  A  vast  ezpence  having  been  incnmed  by  these  proceedings,  and  after 
the  unfinronahle  issue  hi  the  above  trial,  the  M^speMknts  seemed  disposed  to 
oompoomioe,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  between  die  two  parties,  tiMt  all  fturther 
prooeedinga  in  the  other  cases  should  be  absaideoed,  each  paying  their  own 
eoata.  Thus  termhialed  this  question,  tot  the  present,  tlie  evaneace&t  dvie 
dignitariea  retiring  into  ihe  rank  of  private  dtiacns,  and  the  corporation  left 
to  pursue  thehr  usual  mode  of  dections. 

An  interval  of  four  years  of  comparative  quiet  followed  this  attonpt  of 
the  indepminUg  to  oust  the  corporation  i  when  at  the  dty  elecU<mB  in  1817) 
an  attempt  was  again  made  to  hitvoduoe  Mr.  Seller  to  the  office  of  chief  ma- 
gistrate, in  opposition  to  Mr.  Alderman  Henry  Bowers,  who  stood  next  hi 
succession.  The  effinrt  was  unsuccessful ;  for  although  Mr.  Sdler  polled  271 
votesi  Mr.  Bowers,  268,  and  Mr.  Bradford,  68 ;  yet  the  aldermen,  exerdsfaig 
their  unquestioned  right  of  makmg  thdr  choice  of  one  ftmn  the  two  gentlemen 
who  were  highest  on  the  poll,  elected  Mr.  Bowers,  who  was  mvested  with  the 
wand  of  office.  It  may  be  admitted,  that  upon  this,  as  other  occasions,  the 
mdgpmdenit  put  up  and  supported  Mr.  Seller,  as  an  individual  supposed  to 
be  ill-treated ;  but  it  must  also  be  conceded,  that  a  portion  of  the  freemen 
voted  for  him,  in  order  to  defeat  Mr.  Bowers,  on  the  illiberal  ground  of  his 
being  a  i>issenter.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  depart  from  the  plain  narration  of 
facts,  to  flatter  or  to  censure  political  friends  or  opponents ;  but  I  must  be 
permitted  to  remark  on  this  point,  that  this  adverse  proceeding  was  inost 
unworthily  directed,  particuhirly  when  the  motive  just  hinted  at  is  taken  into 
the  account    The  inflexible  integrity  displayed  by  Mr.  Bowers  during  Ws 
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msyof^f  in  n^bldi  «  ttnte  ooittested  deetion  •conned,  wffl  i«%  justify 
this  t<emafk. 

Piepnratioiif  for  HtdA  oomtest  cimmeDeed  about  the  time  Mt.  Bowtn 
entered  upon  his  nmyoalty*  Sir  Jolm  Grey  Egertoo*  had  i^eini  himself  a 
thonmgh  partisaa  of  iSie  tMnat  of  the  day,  in  ail  tbek  measuKS,  and  par-r 
ticularly  had  given  his  support  to  the  biU  for  ^  su^yctfsion  of  the  habeas  coipus 
aet,  passed  in  Jun«)  1817,  against  the  enacting  of  wUfih,  die  dtiaens  of 
Chester  had  presented  a  petition.  This  part  «f  his  paslianientary  condnct 
was  so  liighly  offensive  to  several  of  the  most  respeetahle  of  his  constituents^ 
thai  they  resolved  to  witlidrair  dieir  parlismttitary  snppert  from  the  worthy 
bteonet  at  the  suceeeding  electioo,  and  Aia  detinninatiBa  became  a  subject 
of  pofolie  notoriety.  Sit  John,  bdng  apprized  of  this  dnmnnstanee,  on  the 
26th  af  Oetolier,  addressed  a  letter  ta  Colond  Bonston,  tlte  chairman  of  hia 
cflosmittes,  in  which«  aflcr  adverting  la  the  dissonance  of  senthnents  cxjstfaig 
between  him  and  a  part  of  hIa  tOnstitucnts,  attempts  to  justify  the  vote  he 
had  given  in  favour  of  the  obnoStious  bill ;  and  then,  as  if  desirous  oflbding 
the  puise  of  the  citbeos,  ruharks,  **  Alifeer  what  has  recently  passed,  I  feel 
with  yon,  that  1  should  not  repeat  the  offer  of  my  sertiees,  nidess  my  fHfends 
at  Chester  first  come  fof  i^ard  with  an  ex|>Ucit  avowal  of  thev  intenrions."  It 
does  not  appear,  that  any  enconraging  advances  were  then  made  io  Sir  John 
bgr  Ins  fziends  ia  Chester,  to  indaea  him  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate,  in 
conse^eace  of  which,  he  eeeoai  to  Imve  taken  ^JbuA  raolRtion  to  abandon 
the  representation ;  and  connnmnicated  tfafe  purpoeev  in  Abtttr^  datedte  (Mb 
of  I>ecember,  181 7)  addressed  to  the  dtoMBs  of  Chester*  »  Clreamstaacoi 
wliieh  liavo  oconrred"  (saya  he)  ^and  my  ansiety  that  the  independent 
interest  ahonld  not  snfo  fiom  takf  dday  en  my  part,  iadttoeage  to  taike  tliia 
early  oppcrHiaity  «f  infonshig  you,  Ihat  it  ia  not  my  intebtkm  to  Mx  nkfaaK 
a  candidate  for  yow  suffiragss  at  the  approadiing  dissolution  of  parlianHnt^" 

A  reasonable  proflpect  new  presented  itself^  that  onr  deo&oraliiingpoli* 
tical  eontesti  weee  diawing  to  »sloee  f  tUa  antk:^ation  was  Ainher  AtrangOu 
cned  by  die  appeaance  of  an  nddiesa  ihnp  Iiord  Bdgmtvef  dated  dio  iflth^if 
Docenribeiv  stating  las  intentinn  ofoffisi^.hiBiself^  follotred  by  a  pcrlonal 
canvass,  in  which  his  locdship's  reeeptiea  wtts  highly  flattering.  But,  alas ! 
this  interval  of  comfort  was  short£ved.  in  its  dnsatkm.  .The  seceAeni  from 
the  oaase  of  Sh?  John  Egerton — at  least  diose  wlio  werO  professedly  opposed 
to  his  pdUtical  principles,  and  equally  inimioal  to  the  oorpontion  intersBtfr.^ 
commenced  aedve  ueasaies  to  procnre  a  mm  of  sentiments  congenial  with 
their  own  $  and  aunooaoed,  that  an  invitation  had  lieea  tmnsmitted  to  Sir 
Samuel  BrOndlly  to  become  a  candidate ;  but  it  does  not  i^pear  that  this  gen* 
tieman  ever  gave  them  any  reason  to  hofe  Ibr  a  con^liaaeek  ^Tk»  §»et  is, 
that  Sir  Saamd  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  embark  in  a-oontirist^  cxtremdy 
dottbtfol  in  its  issue,  but  attended  with  eertoii  and  cnantoua  expenoe  in  its 
prosecution.  Whether  the  proportion  fiv  calling  forth.  Sir  SateudRomilly 
as  a  candidate  operated  as  an  hicentive  for  exerticMi,  on  the  part  of  Sir  John's 
friends,  or  not,  I  cannot  tell,  Iwt  very  soon  after  it  was  known,  Sir  John's 
committee  was  in  active  motion,  and  prosecuted  a  personal  canvass  of  the  dty 
in  his  behalf.    In  arder  to  indooe  him  to  foNgo  Us  formerly  eii|>res8ed  pur- 

*  Mr.  Egerton  succeeded  to  the  baronetcy,  on  tbe  death  of  Earl  Wilton,  in  1816. 
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pofe  of  wiAdnwing,  Uiia  oommittee  ( vho  aanoviiecA  themsclvet  to  ooi^kt  o^ 
fifty  gentlemen)  drew  up  an  address  to  the  Baronet,  requesting  him  to  stand, 
aasoring  him,  ^  that  as  ftr  as  they  had  ascertained,  there  was  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  fteemttf  pkdged  to  his  interest,  and  that  they  thought  they  had 
gone  far  enough  to  jastify  the  assertion,  that  he  would  again  be  returned  for 
the  representation  of  the  city  in  parliament.**  An  answer  to  this  requisition 
being  received,  the  following  official  notification  of  it  was  puhlished  in  the 
Chester  GounHit  9-^*^  We  have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  inform  our 
f€llow<»dtiaenSf  that  the  committee  have  received  a  very  handsome  letter  from 
onr  highly  respected  member.  Sir  John  Chey  Egerton,  eoipressing  most  feel- 
ingly his  gratification  at  the  receipt  of  their  address,  and  at  the  steady  and 
honouraUe  attachment  of  the  independent  fteemen  of  Chester  to  his  penon, 
and  to  the  cause  they  have  espoused ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  them  of  his 
earnest  solicitude  for  the  wdftre  and  prosperity  of  the  cltixens  of  Chester,  and 
that  whenever  his  pubMe  or  private  sewiees  cao  be  of  use,  he  ts  read^f  to  oky 
ikrir  ealL** 

Although  ft  dissohidon  was  ez|ietfted  in  January,  h  did  not  occur  until 
the  10th  of  June ;  and  the  intermediate  time  was  occupied  by  the  respective 
parties  In  strengthening  their  cause.  Lord  Belgrave  had  already  declared  liis 
purpose  i  General  Orosvenor  amxmnoed  a  similar  intention  ;  Sir  J.  Q*  £ger- 
ton*s  oommittee  gave  positive  assurances  of  his  coming  forward;  and  Sir 
Samuel  Romily's  friends  declining  to  bring  him  forward,  Mr.  Williams,  the 
barrister,  was  yoked  as  the  colleague  of  the  former  Baronet,  a  coalition  having 
been  efiected  between  the  supporters  of  each.  Thus  pitted,  the  morning  of 
the  nomination,  June  18,  arrived.  Alderman  Larden  proposed,  and  Sir  John 
Cotgreave  seconded  General  Gioivenor.  Colonel  Barnston  nondnated  Sir  J. 
G.  EgertOD,  seconded  by  Aldcnnan  Seller.  The  mayor  (H.  Bowers,  Esq.) 
proposed,  and  Mr.  Dixon  seconded  Lord  Belgrave.  Mr.  WilUams  was  no- 
minated by  Mr.  Edward  Roberts,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Boult.  After  an 
address  from  the  three  first  candidates,  and  one  from  Mr.  UiU  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Williams,  who  was  absent,  the  poll  commenced  with  great  spiik. 

Dnriag  the  iomt  first  days.  Sir  J.  G.  Egerton  headed  the  poU ;  on  the 
fifUi,  he  was  passed  by  Lord  Belgrave,  who  stood  greatly  in  advance  to  the 
dose  of  the  contesL  At  the  dose  of  the  sixth  day.  Sir  John  had  a  majority 
of  26  above  General  Grosvenor.  Notwithstandhig  this  fact,  in  the  ooutk  of 
the  same  evening  the  committee  of  the  worthy  baronet  discovered  the  hope- 
lessness  of  his  cause ;  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  day,  issued  hand 
bills,  dedaratory  of  thehr  withdrawal  from  the  contest,  and  requesting  their 
friends  not  to  appear  upon  the  hustings  that  morning.  Some  of  the  ardent 
miependmis^  however,  paid  no  regard  to  this  announcement,  but  kept  open 
the  poll  on  the  seventh  and  eighth  day,  not  certainly,  with  any  expectation 
of  succeedhig  in  thefar  object,  but  to  annoy  and  shew  their  hostility.  On  the 
final  close  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  stood— 

Lord  Belgrave  •••• • 813 

General  Grosvenor    •• 7^7 

Sk  J.  G.  Egerton 607 

John  Williams,  Esq 522 

Majority  of  Gen.  Grosvenor  over  Sir  John  130 
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The  two  formei^  were  duly  elected ;  they  were  chaired  through  the  city 
^  the  following  Monday,  on  which  day  that  necetfary  appendage  toaooDtett, 
a  good  dinner,  was  given  to  their  supporters. 

But  the  business  of  this  election  did  not  terminate  at  the  hustingti  A 
petition  was  prepared  for  the  house  of  commons  from  the  losing  candidates,  and 
another  firom  several  of  the  freemen,  complaining  of  an  undue  election,  both 
of  which  were  presented  to  the  house  on  the  22tid  of  Jan.  18 19.  The  follow* 
ing  extract  from  the  former  will  be  sufficient  to  shew  the  nature  of  the  giounda 
upon  which  this  procedure  was  founded  :<^'' Your  petitioners  state,  thai 
**  after  the  teste  of  the  writ  of  summons  to  parliament,  and  after  the  teste  of 
**  the  writ  of  dectien  for  the  said  city,  and  at,  and  during  and  before  the  said 
**  decdon  was  finished,  the  said  Lord  Viscount  Belgrave  and  Thomas  Gna- 
*'  venor  did  and  eadi  of  them  did,  by  himself  and  themselyes,  and  by  his  and 
'*  their  friends,  agents,  and  partisans,  and  by  divers  ways  and  means  on  hia 
**  and  their  behalf,  and  by  and  with  his  aid,  their  connivance,  appiobatioD, 
**  and  permission,  and  also  by  himself  and  themselves,  and  by  bis  and  their 
*'  friends,  agents  and  partizans,  and  by  divers  ways  and  means,  at  his  and 
*'  thdr  charge,  directly  and  indirectly,  give,  allow,  and  present  to  persona 
**  having  votes  and  voices  in  sudi  election,  money,  meat,  drink,  provisioo, 
**  and  entertainment,  and  they  and  each  of  them,  as  well  before  as  after  the 
teste  of  the  writs  aforesaid,  by  himself  and  themsdves,  and  by  his  and 
their  friends,  agents,  and  partizans,  and  by  divers  ways  and  means,  directly 
and  indirectly,  did  make  promises,  agreements^  and  obligations,  to  giw 
**  money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  present,  reward,  and  entertainment,  to  per- 
**  sons  having  voices  in  the  said  dectl(»i,  and  to  and  for  the  use  of  sodi 
**  persons,  in  order  to  be  dected,"  Uc 

The  proceedings  upon  the  petition  came  before  the  house  ob  the  90th 
of  February.  Counsel  for  the  sitting  members,  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Abra« 
ham  Moore.  Agents,  Mr.  John  Bent  and  Mr.  O.  BramwdL— Counsd  for 
the  petitioners,  Mr.  Warren  and  Mr.  Sergeant  Cross.  Agents,  Mr.  Humber- 
ston,  Mr.  Thomas  Dicas,  and  Mr.  Edward  Moreby. 

On  the  assembly  of  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  19th  of  Febmaiy, 
fifteen  members  were  chosen  by  ballot,  as  the  committee,  when  the  proceed- 
ings commenced,  and  continued  by  numerous  adjournments  to  the  &th  of 
March.  Twenty-six  witnesses  were  examined  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  and 
seven  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members ;  when  the  eommittee,  after  some  dis- 
enssion,  came  to  the  following  resolutions : — 1.  That  Lord  Viscount  Bdgrave 
is  duly  elected  a  citizen  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the  dty  of 
Chester.  2.  That  Thomas  Grosvenor,  Esq.  is  duly  dected  a  dtben  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  city  of  Chester.  3.  That  the  petition  ef 
Sfr  John  Grey  Egerton,  Bart  and  John  Williams,  Esq.  does  not  appear  to 
the  committee  to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

DIYISIOK. 

For  the  first  resolution Ayes,  10— Noes  4. 

For  the  second  resolution Ayes,   8— Noes  6. 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  independents  in  the  general  elcetisB 

of  1818,  the  great  expences  incurred  thereby,  and  thdr'frequent  disooBifi- 

tures  in  every  attempt  to  dect  city  officers,  they  still  contimied  to  vmfi^ikai  a 

spirit  of  perseverance,  which  will  be  designated  firmness  or  obstiiiaey,  aceeid. 

VOL.  II.  3  6 
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iag  to  dn  yknn  of  lihelr  adkeMsti  or  opponenli.  On  the  29id  of  October  in 
-Mk  3F«ur,  Mr.  AidemuB  finidfovd  was  chosen  moyor,  who  i44poiiited  Mr.  C. 
Datton,  his  sheriff;  when  Mr.  John  0ocld  was  proposed  as  the  popular 
WisMf  Id  opposition  to  Mr.  Wildig,  the  ooiporation  candidate.  A  poll  was 
^awnanilffit,  and  after  a  sharp  contest  of  three  days,  Mr.  Dodd  was  elected  ; 
the  namber  of  votes  being, 

For  Mr.  Dodd 662 

Mr.  Wildig 571 

Majority. 81 

The  issne  of  this  contest  inspired  tibe  Independents  with  incveased  osnfi- 

AoMSe  I  and  it  was  now  belicYcd  by  that  party,  tliat  they  wonld  foe  able  to 

my  aU  ftituo  elections  for  d^ic  officers.    Accordingly,  in  the  year  1819, 

As  partiss  again  came  hito  hostile  collision.    At  the  usual  meeting  for  the 

o<oclicms,  on  Friday  the  22nd  Oct.  Mr.  John  Williamson  and  Mr.  J.  &. 

Rogers  were  put  in  nomination  to  be  retttmed  to  the  court  of  aldermen,  horn 

whoa  one  was  to  be  chosen  mayor.    In  opposition  to  these,  Mr.  John  Lowe, 

«eeonded  by  Mr.  Oeoige  Bailey,  proposed  Mr.  Alderman  SeUer,  and  Mr. 

Alderman  £van8,  in  whose  fsYOnr  a  poll  was  demanded,  which  being  of 

oouise  aeceded  to,  the  recorder  stated  it  to  be  his  determination  to  take  the 

TStes  alternately,  and  not  promiscuously.    This  was  objected  to,  but  tho 

UMiMEder  persisting  in  his  detomination,  the  poll  commenced.    The  poll  om- 

litmed  with  great  briskness  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Monday,  but  on 

Toesday  morning,  when  the  indq^dent  interest,  having  exhausted  their 

^■ndocUiie  strength,  the  poll  finally  closed  about  ten  o'dock,  when  the  nura- 

beis  stood— 

For  Mr.  WiUiamson 716  |  For  Mr.  Evans 621 

Mr.Rogers 708  j         Mr.Seller 618 

Mr.  Aldennen  Williamson  and  Rogers  being  returned  to  the  court  of 
aUtannsB,  the  former  was  chosen  and  sworn  as  mayor ;  after  which,  Mr. 
Wildig  was  declared  to  be  the  mayor's  sheri£^  and  Mr.  Sefton  nominated  as 
«Im  oecond  sheriff,  by  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Mr.  Boult,  seconded  by 
Wbk  liont,  prapoeed  Mr.  William  Gross,  distillery  and  again  the  poll  was  in 
"mMvkf.    At  the  dose  of  this  day,  the  numbers  stood — 

For  Mr.  Cross  306— For  Mr.  Sefton  806. 

Tho  pM  was  re-<^Mnedon  Wednesday  morning,  with  unabated  seal,  and 
WIS  eOBtimied  till  about  two  o'dock ;  when  Mr.  Gross  stated,  that  as  Mr. 
fleftoB  had  obtahied  a  nutjoiity,  which  he  had  no  prospect  of  overcommg,  he 
woidd  detain  the  court  no  longer.  Mr.  Sefton  was  dedated  duly  elected,  and 
%olii  teoheri£&  were  sworn  in. 

These  stories  of  contention  and  strife  upon  which  I  have  long  been,  and 
for  some  time  must  still  be  employed,  from  their  invariable  sameness,  will 
afibvd  but  little  instraction,  except  it  be  to  shew  the  extreme  folly  of  psrty 
disputes,  and  the  injurious  consequences  they  produce,  in  any  place  where 
Aey  are  introduced ;  much  less  will  their  recital  be  subjects  of  amusement. 
Bttt  die  duty  ^  a  profOBscd  historian  compds  me  to  notice  them  as  they  occur. 
They  may  be  usefiil,  however,  as  sobjects  of  reference.  In  prosecuting  oor 
ooant,  »thea,  o«r  attention  is  called  to  another  contest  for  the  representation. 
Tha  death  of  Geocge  III.  happened  in  the  month  of  January    1820,  w  hich 
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MCiiMrUy  gave  rise  to  a  diaaolttUon  of  pflffliaiOjBm ;  an^  a  W4it  oi  ^oiumm^  wm 
aeni  to  this  city  for  the  electioa  of  two  hoji§mm»  Tha  decllm»  fMisiMWI  !• 
the  usual  ootke  giyeo  by  the  «hiriA»  coiiimqwi  on  WedftM^ay  smpili^ 
the  8th  of  March,  when  the  hustia^a  wesa  «wch  dowdecL  Ato  the  huhwI 
routine  business,  the  mayor  arose,  and  briefly  proposed  Geofinl  Qtoaye^^  te 
the  citizens,  to  be  again  returned  by  them  to  paiUamenl;  Aldensap  Lardaa 
seconded  the  nomination.  Sir  John  Grey  Egoton  wsa  thea  proposed  by  JMs. 
W.  Seller,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  JXodd.  Sir  John  ColgreaTe  nomiiiatad 
Lord  Viscount  Belgraye,  seeoaded  by  Thomas  Dixoo,  Esq.  Finally,  Mii 
Thomas  Lunt  recommended  £•  V.  Townshend,  Esq.  of  Wincham,  and  MVi 
Oeorge  Bailey  seconded  the  nomiaatioa.  A  poU  vsaof  ooursedemanded^ 
and  for  the  third  time,  these  hustings  bacasae  the  arena  of  conflict  ntailir 
between  the  same  parties. 

This  contest  waa  carried  on  ipilh  great q^irit,  oa  boA  aidea  ;  itaasted 
ten  days,  and  at  the  conclusioa,  Gcnand  Grosvenor,  betvoen  vhAin  andtta 
J.  G.  Egerton  the  battle  was  virtually  foui^t,  had  anu^mity  of  only  ti^ktut^ 
At  the  final  close  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  stoo^U— 

For  Lord  Belgrave   7711  For  Sis  J.  G.  Egerton CM 

General  Grosvenor 698  |         £.  V.  Tow^end •  604 

Two  or  three  cirenmstaacea  connaetad  with  this  election  asa  wwlhy  al 
particular  observation.    The  first  is,  aa  oceoncnee  on  tha  Dea-bridgc^  whldi 
took  place  after  the  dose  of  the  fourth  day*a  p(dAing»  bamg  Saturday  efaafaif» 
General  Grosvenor  bad  proceeded  from  ihe  hasdags  to  the  Koyal  Hot^  tma 
the  windows  of  vdiich  he  and  Lord  fidgsave  usually  addr««ied  thau  fitaAl^ 
Soon  after  aiz  in  the  evening,  the  General,  accompanied  by  Mr*  Long,  his 
counsel,  left  the  hotel  in  his  tcaveUiog  carriage  and  four,  on  bis  way  to  fiatill» 
the  seat  of  his  illustrious  cousin.  Earl  Grosvenor.    The  hones  movad  on  Maia* 
^Ue-street  and  down  Bridge-street,  at  a  aharp  trot,  and  ^iproached  thaBsidgi^ 
to  which  there  was  a  steep  descent,  at  tiiat  pace.    It  happaned^  that  thi 
indepeiidmi$f  as  was  their  constant  cnatom  avsry  eraning  after  tha  doala^  <(€ 
the  poll,  was  parading  the  city,  with  thefar  band  of  mosic»  flagSi  &«•  aB4  ^ 
the  General's  carriage  ^proached,  they  wen  upon  ihe  bridge,  wbiah  W9$  tihtn 
a  narrow  and  incommodious  structure,  on  their  way  to  HaadhMg^vrf 
oompvehanded  an  immense  multitude.    In  tha  nanowest  part  of  thabiMgi^ 
the  carriage  came  in  coUisioo  with  tha  lesr,  and  two  or  three  individuals,  Mng 
unable  to  get  out  of  the  way,  were  slightly  injured.    The  independent  pMlf 
were  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  irritation,  and  many  of  them  imagined  that 
this  incident  was  intended  to  do  them  harm.    The  hoisea  wera  immadislalsr 
stopped  by  the  mob,  the  door  of  the  carriage  burst  open  by  one  part  of  tha 
mob,  for  the  purpose  of  seising  th^  General  and  his  companion,  whilat  anotiMr 
part  were  employed  in  cutting  the  traces.    Some  apology  may  be  made  for  thii 
violence  of  the  mob,  under  their  incensed  feelings,  and  upon  a  supposition  that 
their  suspicions  wexe  correct.    Bat  the  crisis  was  imminent  to  the  two  gw 
tlemen  ;  they  were  instantly  seized,  dragged  out  of  the  carriage,  and  tmM 
by  the  anraged  multitude  with  great  violence.    To  the  credit  of  savrml  giO- 
tlenen  of  the  party,  among  whom  the  lata  Mr.  Sdlet  waa  one,  thay  wn$ 
with  great  diflkulty  extricated  fwm  the  violanca  of  tha  peopla»  and  conductai 
to  the  Besr  and  Billet,  and  afterwaida  uOPm  tothahooMof  AldffBianMawcIl, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  to  EatOB,  about  tno'dod^iB  tha  affolng*    '^ 
party  who  were  left  wraatFing  thais  vfnfMica  iipw  tba  cjiiiaglj  ln<>ii 
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AlMogtged  the  hones,  dngged  it  4o  tht  eaat  tide  of  the  rotd<,  and  by  dint  of 
■uDiial  ezertioBS,  heaved  the  vehiele  orer  the  battlements  of  the  bridge  into 
the  rinr,  where  it  was  almost  dashed  to  pieces.  This  incident  produced  a 
strong  sensation  in  the  city,  and  as  is  always  the  case  under  drcumstanoes  c/f 
strong  excitement,  each  party  ascribed  the  whole  blame  to  their  opponents. 
By  one  side  it  was  asserted,  that  the  imdeptndentg  had  purposely  placed 
themsdves  on  ths  road  to  Eaton  for  the  purpose  intercepting  and  assaulting 
the  General ;  and  on  the  other,  that  the  candidate  had  so  contrived  his  move- 
ment, as  to  dash  among  the  crowd  in  the  narrow  pass  described.  Neither  of 
stories  have  the  slightest  foundation  in  truth— the  circumstance  was  purely 
aeddentaL  In  an  address  to  Che  dtisens  published  by  the  General,  he  gave 
his  word  of  honour,  that  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  stop  the 
post-boys,  but  that  they  were  drunk,  and  could  not  manage  the  horses. 

The  other  oconrrenoe  demanding  notice,  Is,  the  general  persuasion  that 
existed,  that  the  mayor,  Mr.  Williamson,  acted  partially,  by  absenting  him. 
self  from  his  house  and  the  town-hall,  in  order  that  the  young  men  entided 
to  their  freedom,  on  the  independent  side,  might  be  deprived  of  their  qualifi- 
catfon  to  give  thehr  votes.  For  this  supposed  ddinqnency^  by  which  it  was 
said.  Sir  John  Grey  Egerton  lost  his  election,  a  criminal  information  was 
filed  against  die  mayor,  and  the  cause  was  sent  down  to  Shrewsbury  to  be 
there  tried  at  the  following  autumn  assizes.  A  verdict  of  guilty  was  returned 
against  him,  and  in  Michaelmas  term,  he  appeared  before  the  King*s  Bench, 
when  he  received  judgment,  which  was,  that  he  heimprwmedforthe  tpaet 
ef$ix  mmUhM^  amdpay  a  fine  of  one  thoutand  pound$  to  the  King. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  parliament,  against  the  return  of  General 
Qrosvenor.  The  ground  upon  which  this  petition  rested,  was,  that  the  mayor, 
whose  business  end  duty  it  was  to  admit  persons  entitled  to  thdr  freedom, 
had,  contrary  to  aU  former  practice,  refused  to  do  so  at  the  last  election,  and 
had  thenby  oamed  Ckneral  Grosvenor  to  be  dected,  instead  of  Sir  John  Cirey 
figerton,  who  would  have  had  a  majority  of  nineteen  at  the  dose  of  the  poll. 
If  persons  who  wen  admitted  by  the  recorder  to  tender  their  votes,  had 
beoi  counted  on  the  polL  The  object  of  the  petition  was  to  place  on  the  poll 
S9  of  the  44  votes  so  tendered  for  Six  John -Grey  Egerton,  who  had  been 
BBbaequently  admitted  to  thdr  freedom  by  the  mayor;  and  relying  upon 
foimer  decisions,  whioh  wen  considered  by  the  adviser  of  the  petition  as  do* 
ddve  for  that  purpose.  This  was  resisted,  on  the  ground,  that  they,  the  pe«i- 
thmen,  must  previously  produce  the  title  to  freedom  in  each  individual's  cane. 
The  committee  confirmed  this  doctrine  without  a  division,  and  held,  that  a 
tendered  vote  could  not  be  recorded,  without  proof  in  the  first  instance,  that 
the  person  daiming  the  right  of  voting  was  fully  entitled  to  his  freedom  at 
the  time  of  the  tender.  This  decision  was  of  course  fifital  to  the  petitioners, 
M  it  is  imposed  on  them  the  onus  of  proof,  which  they  were  not  prepared  to 
imdnee.  Ai^r  some  conversation,  therefore,  lietween  Sir  J.  G.  Bgerton,  Blr. 
.Roberts,  Mr.  Humberston,  and  Mr.  Dices,  Mr.  -Serj.  Cross  got  up,  and  stated 
to  the  committee  that  his  clients  were  not  prepared  to  meet  the  consequences 
•f  such  a  decision,  and  under  sudi  circumstances  would  not  give  the  committee 
any  further  trouble.    General  Grosvenor  was  then  dedared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Having  briefly  dismissed  this  ueend  parliamentary  petition,  on  the  part 
•f  the  independents,  I  must  agam  take  my  course  to  the  town-haU,  in  search 
•f -incident,  where  at  the  tfane  of  makhig  ihe  dty  elections,  in  October,  18M« 
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«B  «nexpecttd  ocaiRCoee  awaits  ut.  From  wkat  hat  been  sMd,  the  reader 
trill  obeerre^  how  frequently  Mr.  Alderman  Seller  had  been  preased  oil  the 
body  eorpoiate,  as  chief  magistrate,  and  how  unifoimly  he  had  been  rejected. 
In  this  year,  howeTer,  a  better  understanding  apparently  prevailed  between 
him  and  the  corporation  ;  for  with  the  concurrence  of  the  latter,  and  without 
opposition,  he  was  introduced  into  the  chair  in  the  same  manner  as  his  prede. 
decessors  had  been.  Mr.  Cross  also,  a  most  respectable  gentleman,  who  had 
been  out-TOted  the  preceding  year,  in  a  contest  with  the  corporation  candidate, 
was  now  taken  by  the  hand  in  a  similar  way,  and  with  the  approbation  of 
the  body,  inducted  into  the  office  of  second  sheriff.  This  indicated  ^ell  for 
the  future  tranquillity  of  the  place ;  but  like  every  preceding  promise  of 
peace,  the  flattering  proipect,  like  the  morning  cloud  and  early  dew,  soon 
passed  away.  Upon  what  understanding,  or  whether  upon  any,  this  arrange. 
ment  was  effected,  I  know  not ;  but  this  is  palpable,  that  towards  the  close 
of  his  year  of  office,  Mr.  Seller  shewed  a  determination  to  disturb  that  mode  of 
election  which  had  been  so  long  adopted,  and  by  which  he  himself  had  been 
elevated  to  the  mayoralty.  It  was  so  contrived,  that  a  requisition  was  got  up, 
signed  by  706  freemen,  and  presented  to  his  worship,  requesting  him  to  call 
a  common-hall,  to  elect  24  aldermen  and  40  common  councU.men,  by  the 
commonalty.  This  was  done  about  three  weeks  l>efore  the  expiration  of  his 
mayoralty  ;  and  be  accordingly  summoned  the  requured  meeting.  The  ex- 
ttemely  delicate  state  of  Mr.  Seller*s  health  prevented  his  personal  attendance 
on  the  day  fixed,  and  a  subsequent  day  was  appointed.  At  this  common-hall, 
held  on  the  12th  of  October,  his  worship  was  present,  and  the  work  of  choos- 
ing, or  re-appointing  every  member  of  the  corporation  was  proceeded  in,  every 
individual  being  separately  proposed  and  accepted.*  It  so  happened,  how- 
ever,  that  in  the  intermediate  time  between  the  12th  of  October  and  the  usual 
day  of  election,  that  Mr.  Seller*s  declining  state  of  health  would  not  aHow  of 
his  attendance  at  the  Town-hall  to  swear  in  his  newly.ereated  members. 
Several,  indeed,  were  sworn  at  his  own  house  ;  but*  the  proceeding  was  evi- 
dently so  incomplete,  that  the  old  corporation  took  no  notice  of  the  transac- 
tion, and  on  the  Friday  next  after  St.  Dennis-day,  made  their  elections  as 
usual,  as  though  nothing  of  the  kind  had  taken  place.  And  so  convinced 
were  the  anti-corporators  of  the  Informality  of  their  procedure,  that  they  neve^ 
attempted  to  enforce  its  legality. 

*  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  twenty-four  aldermen,  of  the  second  nets  corporation. 
Those  mar  Iced  thus  (*)  were  members  of  the  old  one. 

ALDBSMBN. 

Sam.  Yate  Benyon*  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn.  bt.*  John  Swarb.  Rogers*  Robert  BrittaU 

William  Seller*        Sir  J.  Cotgreate,  knt.*  William  Massey*  J.Williamson, 

Barl  Grotvenor*       Thomas  Francis*  Roger  Barnston  John  Walker 

iobn  Larden*  Henry  Bowers*  John  Dodd  William  Boalt 

William  Newell*      Robert  Williams*         Edward  Roberts  JasiahTbonuu 

Samuel  Bennett*     William  Moss*  John  Lowe  James  Bennett. 

COMMON  COimCIL-MKN. 

Rich.  Richardson*  George  Walker*  Owen  Pouikes  Edward  Docker 

Saml.  N.  Bennett*  Earl  Wilton*  Edward  Hodkinson  Joseph  Hincka 

Thomas  Dixon*  James  Divon*  Thomas  Cropper  Joseph  Ridgway 

Richard  Buckley*  George  Allender  Thomas  Moulson  Samuel  Witter 

George  Harrison*  William  Crosa  William  Cole  George  French 

Thomas  Bagn all*  Thomas  Whittakers      William  O.  Roberts  Joseph  Etana 

John  Peilden*  Robert  Brittain  George  Harding  Thomas  Green 

f  rancis  Masscy*  Edward  TItley  William  Bevin  Bci^ftaiin  Brasacy 

liord  Bel  grate «  John  Edwards  William  Brown  William  Aneiy 

J^lin  Gardner*  John  Hassail  Henry  Brown  ittv.  T. Haddock. 
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This  hMlUe  pwfMdlag  Mg^xm  Uit  oMrpoftt^,  wbi^  fiM  a  eomiOc^ 
h/huft,  diMi|Mtii4  th»w  pgtctfiil  untidy tioPt  wnM  by  tU  fri<o41y  wmj  u> 
vhich  Mr.  Seller  had  betn  btonght  Inlo  afiiM,  «hI  ratlMr  incieMtd  than  dimi. 
pithed  party  animoelty.  It  la  true,  at  the  fcXUnwkig  Octobv  tlectioBs,  lg2l, 
AUamaD  Rogeri  aad  the  two  Shcrift  wcm  Mfioie^  It  f9m  fa  their  rfspecU? e 
offieea  without  opposition ;  hot  no  aaonar  hod  liii  Carmar  been  teated  in  the 
Ohair  of  dignity,  that  a  rule  wu  sooved  far  in  tha  ooojtof  kingVbeQcb,  calling 
upon  him  to  thew  by  what  authority  he  acted  aa  mayor,  on  the  ground  thai 
bt,  having  been  elected  an  aldennan  by  the  aeba  body,  war  sot  eligiblt 
to  bo  psopoeed  for  that  otBca.  The  affidavito  stated  this  fact ;  but  the  indt- 
ptndnU  lawyeis  bad  forgotten,  or  overlooked  the  eircumstance,  that  Mr. 
Rogers  had  been  actually  elected  an  aldennan  by  the  commonalty,  in  Mr. 
Seller's  new  corporation.  This  discovery  was  £&tal  to  the  application  ;  the 
rule  was  discharged  with  costs. 

In  the  dectioos  of  1822,  nothing  remarkable  oceurred,  except  that  Jf  r. 
£.  Ducker,  another  itdepeudmt^  waa  proposed  aa  the  popular  sheriff  against 
Mr.  Jonathan  CoUey  ;  but  the  ktter  dadaring  his  intention  not  to  enter  into 
a  contest,  the  former  gentleman  waa  peimitted  to  take  poasesaion  of  the 
white  wand. 

In  18313,  a  aaveia  contest  for  the  office  of  second  sheriff  occurred  between 
Mr.  George  Walker,  proposed  by  the  corporation,  and  Mr.  Whittakeci, 
nominated  by  tbo  oppodte  patty.  The  polling  oommenced  on  the  Friday, 
fQd  continued  three  days*  whm  the  numbers  were :— . 

Por  Mr.  Walker   617|  For  Mr.  Whittakert 674 

At  the  doso  of  the  deetion,  the  frienda  of  Mr.  Walker,  much  againiil 
)|ia  own  wisbei,  insisted  on  chairing  him  thiough  the  dty,  a  most  iojudidooi 
^i^ion,  conddering  the  Stable  fedings  of  the  defeated  party.  The  pro> 
es^iioa  took  the  direction  of  Bridge^treet,  at  the  top  of  which,  the  indepen* 
4snts,  with  their  band,  flags,  &c  ware  stationed,  and  as  the  former  approached, 
»  Itrong  hidination  to  mischief  manifested  itsdf.  When  opposite  Common- 
Ul-street,  both  partiea  were  all  mingled  together,  and  a  battle-royd  ensued. 
Tho  Independents,  in  whose  cause  the  lower  orders  were  generally  enlisted, 
^uld  dways  muster  a  stronger  numericd  fbrce  than  their  opponents  and  were 
sure  to  be  superior  in  this  spedes  of  warfare.  Severd  of  the  flags  of  the 
corporation  party  were  forcibly  seized,  and  torn  to  pieces,  and  some  of  their 
mndcd  instruments  damaged.  The  men  who  carried  the  successful  candidate 
were  assailed,  and  being  compelled  to  %uit  their  charge,  Mr.  Walker  came 
to  the  ground ; — ^but  by  the  exertions  of  his  persond  friends,  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, made  good  his  retreat  up  Comuonhsll-street,  whe^e  he  took  refuge  in 
a  gentleman's  house.  In  tha  moan  time,  the  s%ttd>ble  continued  between  the 
belligerents,  till  the  poor  oorporatorf,  many  of  whom  had  been  severely 
handled,  were  able  to  save  their  csrC9«e%  by  scampering  from  the  field  of 
action. 

▲gafai,  in  the  OctoUiK  of  I824«  Mr.  Whittakem  waa  pitted  against  Mr. 
Robert  Shearings  who  was  proposed  by  the  corporation,  as  the  second  sheriff; 
and  the  poll  qUilu  were  sposdilj  in  active  employment.  The  poU  com- 
aocnoad,  and  was  prosecuted  dnria^  that  day,  Saturday,  and  Monday,  when 
It  finaQy  olosc4»  «Bd  the  ibllowlng  was  the  result :— 


Fttllr-ShMKiBg     - 7W 

Mr.  Whittakfen    W 

Msjority 26 

It  lb  bM  a  HttYd  gratifying  to  me  Co  lay,  and  it  will  not  be  less  tk>  to  m)r 
leader  to  know,  tliat  tiiis  waa  the  iMt  sheriff  contest  known  to  the  «ty.  The 
yean  1625  and  1826,  passed  over  without  any  opposition  to  the  eorporaiion 
Bominations  ;  and  In  erery  suhsequent  year,  that  is,  1827,  1888,  1629,  aad 
1680,  the  fadependcnts  hate  been  peimitted  to  deet  the  second  sheriff  withonl 
btiiig  opposed  by  the  sdeet  body.    And  ^lua  inally  ends  the  ehapter  ^ 

oDsrnni* 

It  is  necessary,  however,  in  order  to  complete  die  long  series  of  dWe  and 

iBgal  conflieti,  to  notice  a  ftw  other  oeciirrenoes.    In  1824,  Mr«  Oeorge  Har. 

risen,  kon.fonnder,  was  elected  ttayor,  but  in  such  a  way  as  the  eorporatiott 

epponents  deemed  to  be  illegaL    In  consequence  of  Uiis  penoasion,  a  rule 

was  moved  for,  and  obtained,  in  the  court  of  king*s.bench,  calling  upon  hi» 

to  hhew  causfe,  by  whit  authority  he  exerdsed  the  office  of  mayor.    The 

ground  of  this  application  was,  that  he  had  not  been  elected  by  a  majority 

of  the  aldennen  which  the  diarter  of  Henry  VII.  required,  there  being  oa^ 

seven  present  at  the  time  of  his  decdon.     The  defendant  pleaded  that  the 

eorpontkm  existed  by  prescription,  that  the  charter  of  Hetary  VII.  wan 

■ever  accepted,  and  that  he  was  dected  aoeordmg  to  andeot  eustont.    ThU 

MiAtloo  wai  sent  down  fbr  trial  dt  Shrewsbury  $  and  after  the  defendant  had 

fsne  through  his  evidence,  and  ^  counsd  fbr  the  prosecution  dosed  hit 

speech,  the  jury  said  they  were  satisfied,  that  the  corporation  did  not  exist  hjr 

pieecription,  and  u  general  verdict  was  entered  against  the  defendant    It 

might  now  be  surdy  expected,  that  this  cause  was  at  an  end.    But,  no  a 

there  are  ao  many  avenues  hi  law,  by  which  the  mgenuity  of  lawyefs  can 

enter  and  escape,  that  no  certainty  of  victory  can  be  calculated  upon,  mtlt 

tfieir  clients  grow  sick  of  expences,  and  absolutdy  forbid  further  proeeediogi. 

In  the  case  of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  it  was  discovered  by  the  defendant*t 

eouasd,  that  another  stand  might  be  made ;  and  aceoisdiagly  a  new  trild  waa 

applied  for,  and  Indeed  obtahied,  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  on  the  graundi 

that  the  verdict  was  hnegular,  as  it  oi^ht  not  to  have  been  a  yt$»ral  Oflfti 

bnt  entered  e^n  each  respective  isBu&    The  cause  was  egahi  broui^t  doeiO 

tp  flhrowabnry,  and  I  may  just  remark  hero,  that  as  aU  these  questions  wsea 

tried  befeiegnad  juries  there,  the  Salopian  gentlemen  must  have  had  an  adinir* 

aUe  opportunity  of  renderktg  thenadves  peculiarly  eonvenant  with  corpdnnien 

law.    The  verdict  of  this  second  trial  was  precisely  the  same  hi  i«B  feaend 

bearings  as  tiie  hist,  agahist  the  defendant,  bdng,  that  die  charter  of  Hentjf 

VII.  had  been  acce|»ted,  that  it  was  the  governing  charter  of  the  dty.  Had 

that  diere  was  not  a  majority  of  aldennen  present  at  his  deetion,  which  thb 

charter  required.    In  the  following  term,  judgment  of  onster  Was  givn 

•ysiflst  die  defendant 

Now  follows  a  new  modeof  hdstiU^,  diottgh  directed  to  thesame  olyeei, 

the  breaUag  up  of  die  corporation.    Ih  1627,  hiformatieMi  In  dM  natnffe  tf 

quo  wanantawero  obtained  m  die  eourt  of  session  fer  die  eennty  ef  Chestspy 

i^ntt  JehBJFleldier,l&sq.ftrfexerdilngdieoflleeofmagmr1n  1816;  /4» 

Laidan,  Esq.  fer  eUAicising  die  (jffioe  of  meyor  in  1886 ;  dglinat  die  Rev.  G. 

Mytion,  asmlderman ;  Mr.  John  Wtiker,  as  tdtmnon«<snndfliinali»  luid  lir. 


424  HISTORY   OF  <iHB8m. 

Cbbriel  Roberto,  for  Mting  as  shcvIC  In  Eattcr  teim  feUowlDg,  the  eorp9* 
nitkm  obtained  afanilar  InformatioBB  against  the  same  parties,  each  of  whom 
filed  a  disdaimer,  and  judgment  of  oaster  was  given  agahist  them.  At  the 
assises  at  Ohester,  Informations  were  applied  for  and  obtained  against  Mr. 
Rogers  for  acting  as  mayor  in  the  year  1821  ;  for  Mr.  George  Haniion,  for 
having  acted  as  an  alderman ;  and  against  Mr.  Thomas  Bowers,  Mr.  Qafariel 
Roberto,  and  Mr.  John  Parry,  as  eommon  couneU-men,  being  elected  by 
die  sdset  body,  and  not  by  Uie  commonalty.  The  corporation  denied  that 
the  court  of  session  had  jurisdiction  over  die  city,  to  entitle  it  to  entertain 
Aese  questions,  and  applied  to  the  king*s-beneh  for  a  prohiUtioD,  to  restrain 
ftirther  proceedings  in  that  court.  The  UngVbench  directed  anotkar  tnalf 
to  aseertain  whether  the  court  of  session  had  such  jurisdiction,  and  Shrews. 
bary  was,  as  usual,  appointed  for  the  decision.  The  trial  came  on  there  at 
the  summer  assises,  1829 ;  when,  after  an  investigation  of  fifteen  horns,  ths 
jury,  under  the  direction  of  the  jadge»  returned  a  verdict,  that  the  oonxt  had 
jurisdiction. 

Soon  after  the  latter  ocennenoe,  an  incident  took  place,  wfaidi  probably 
might  induce  a  disposition  In  the  party  adverse  to  the  corporation,  to  put  an 
cod  to  the  proceedings ;  but  of  this  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty.  By  an 
act  of  parliament,  pMsed  in  the  session  of  1890,  for  amending  the  adminia* 
tration  of  justice  in  England  and  Wales,  the  court  of  session  was  finally 
abolished ;  but  the  act  also  provided,  that  all  causes  pending  tiMvein  at  dM 
tfane  of  its  passing,  might  be  transferred  to  the  King's  Bench,  and  then  taken 
up  at  the  stage  to  which  they  had  arrived.  The  proceedings  of  whkb  we 
have  been  speaking,  was  thus  removed  $  but  as  diere  appeared  a  mutual  wish 
to  avoid  further  litigadon,  the  above  defendanto  agreed  to  resign  their  respee. 
dvo  offices,  and  pay  all  the  costs.  The  proceedings  also  against  Mr.  Alder- 
man Rogers  have  been  stayed  on  payment  of  costs.  So  diat  at  present,  at 
least,  (July,  1881)  there  are  no  litigattons  pending,  in  refteence  to  the  enpo. 
radon,  or  any  of  ito  members. 

Having  now  dosed  this  long  and  desultory  namdve  coneonlng  our  eor- 
poiate  disputes,  it  will  be  once  more  necessary  to  advert  to  the  representative 
af&irs.  On  fViday  the  2nd  of  June,  1826,  the  pariiament  waa  dissolved* 
On  the  evening  of  die  following  Sunday,  the  writ  for  a  new  dection  of  mem- 
ben  was  recdved  here,  and  the  decdon  fixed  fbr  the  9th.  The  removal  by 
death  of  the  lato  Sir  John  Egetton,  about  a  year  before,  who  waa  doubtless 
most  highly  respected  and  eztensivdy  bdoved  in  the  dty,  had  dqpdved  the 
party  of  their  favourite  candidate,  and  left  but  little  chance  for  any  other  indi. 
vidnal  dthcr  to  prefer  equal  daims,  or  antidpate  probable  success.  It  is 
wdl  known,  however,  that  towards  the  dose  of  the  preceding  year,  a  requisi- 
tion had  been  got  up,  said  to  be  numeioudy  signed,  to  General  Egerton, 
brother  of  the  late  worthy  baronet,  requesting  him  to  stand  at  the  present 
decdon,  and  transmitted  to  him  in  London  ;  but  the  General's  aaswa  gave 
them  no  hopes  of  his  acceding  to  their  soUdtation.  Not  wiDing  to  give  up 
die  hope  of  a  candidate,  until  compdied  by  necesdty,  several  gendcmcn  wok^ 
succesdvdy  named,  among  whom  were,  CoL  Tates  of  Inoe,  and  Mr.  Oom, 
and  Mr.  D.F.  Jones,  barristers;  but,  ifanyoffidal  application  was  made,  diey 
proved  nnsnccessfuL  Sndi  was  the  state  of  things  in  Chester,  m  refeienee 
to  the  imiaptmiimit  up  to  Thursday  aftenoon,  the  day  befeve  the  decdon. 


«fcflb  it  Wta  gc&eraHy  nmimnBd  flist  amMher  (thftt  ig,  a  iibM)  letter  hftd 
been  feodved  thai  dajr  from  OflneniS||HCoD,wlildipiond  tobetibetel, 
being  a  leply  to  a  eommunleatlaa  snt  to  him  Mit  two  or  .thtee  daya  faefim^' 
A  faand-blfl  was  drculaied,  comreiiibgapuUlD^iiieettiigtethateirenlBgvtt 
the  Boodee,  whftre  a  giM  coiieoBfw  of  Ae^Ntependentratoidadj  vhesit 
Waa  finally  teaelt^,  t«  put  in  noulUaiSon  on  the'lbUoaringd«f»CMeiii 
Btsertottf  and  tbjtf  -  Old  W^/W  candidate,  and  exc^lttftiobaiittf  genddDim,  Br 
V.  a\>wnBhtitad^  fiii^i  Itmay  b^IMiii«rtoiRiiiffk^tha»d«aeral0i^ 
on?  dd  meMa,  had  preriottily  in^haMd*  hfa  inittMAon  of  idUgiring  llti 
iepresentalkm,  and  this  waa  folfoirad  Hy'soMeltatlNii^ftom  AanxR.  iUbcM 
Oruayema,  who  Wat  then  on  the  ere  of  tearing  th^oottttttflM  a  sbflltta^ 
in  the  mxite  of  tfao  TMnb  of  Devonshire,  then  pMiMtng  to  Moboow,  td 
mpneeat  liis  soreteign  on  the  oonmatfon  of  the  SoipeMK  Nldioiaa^  •  Loid 
Bd^re  had  aka  signified  his  httcntlon  of  agdn  MdidtiBg  tha  Cttiftages  of 
the  freemen,  and  canvassed  the  dty. 

On  Friday'  mothing,  the  city  was  all  bustle  at  an  eartyhoinv  Iwtfd  Bli^ 
grave,  aoixmipanied  by  Bb.  SImpaon,  (n^ew  to  Laid  Biraditod)  the  {>rbity 
of  the  Hon.  Robert  Grosvenor,  repaired  to  tlie  bastings,  bht  no  och^  eaii^ 
dates  appeated  there.  Hia  lordship  was  proposed-  by  tfaa^aiMyft,  and  Aiders 
aaan  Larden  seeonded  the  nomination.  Theia  m»  ifot  ofil^  tihtf  lOis^oe  of 
the  hidependent  candidates,  but  ahOof  thdrleadhig'fiteidii,'Ool0nelBani^ 
ston,  Mr.  Edwaid  Roberts,  and  others  who  usually  stood  ptflibifaicatim'  these 
oecasionsi,  nor  even  a  ooimsel,  made  his  appeatanoe*  Mk  iKidEtt,  how- 
ever, a' worthy  tradesman,  came  maiifiiday  forwaid,  and' piapOMi  Ctouend 
tigertott,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  seconded  the  nomiuadob.  Jdhh  FeiMeii,'BiBq. 
of  MbBli^tonJiall,  proposed  the  Hon.  Ri^bert  Ckoatenor,  sciabdiid4»y^Klt. 
IMxon,  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Dodd,  skfainer,  proposed  B.  ¥.  T«iamBheM$-B»qi. 
wliose  nomination  waa  seconded  by  Mr.  Ridgway. 

A  poll  bemg  demanded,  the  freemen  were  once  moia  in  action  \  and  the 
contest  commenced  on  aU  sides  with  gr^at  spirit.'  ItlffimpoiBlbia'forn% 
here  to  ehterintoamtnOt^hiitory  ofthisidaetibn,  but  th^whdeof  thtf|«e. 
eeedinga  will  be  found  in^e  two  poU-books,  printad  aller  the  eleetiiRi,  where 
every  reader  may*  be  aoconaiodated  aceordhig  to  hiatasta.'  Thb  {Kd^was 
kept  open  to  tha  Utn^h  dayv  when  the  nmnbers  were  dbdarad'to  b«^ 

For  Lord  Bdgrave. #,..... 890 

Boo.  Rdtert  OroBvenctr  7^ 

General  Egerton  748 

E.  V.  TownshendyEtq 661 

Majatlty  of  Ihe  Hon.  R.  Orosvenor  above  Gen.  Bgerton    18 

There  are  some  exttaordhiary  dccumatanoea  attending  this  election, 
which  demand  a  few  observations.  The  noftj^pearanoe  of  the  ta^eiulent 
candidates,  and  the  absence  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  usually  taken  an 
active  part  in  preceding  contests— without  previous  airangement  or  conceit— 
and  the  entire  emptuiess  of  their  excbequefo-weiedrcumatances  which  induced 
many  to  think,  that  the  present  opposition  would  prove  a  shauL  demonstration, 
and  would  be  extrngnidied  in  two  or  three  days.  Indeed  such  iqtpeaied  to 
be  the  feeUng.  of  aevcral  of  the  party  themselves.  On  the  openh^  of  the 
seoand  day's  poll,  a  gcndeman  who  wasa  dcddfid  and  active  partisan,  after 
VOL.  11.  3  H 
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serenlfolat  iMd  paBedte  LoidB^gnte,  and  the  Hob.  Bobot  Grtmemtr 
temailf  dcdimd  tecontnt;  nolawoidciaqpeddielegalgatlancoontlMr 
indepandoit  lidB;  and  the  deetkm  waa  conaitoBd  to-be  decided  $  when  Mr. 
Diittoiiy  timiMm,  bomeed  npaa  the  taUe»  and  demanded  the  poU  to  be  kep» 
open.  Atthedaaeoftfabday*§polliOcnenaEg«feonwaaai»>a.headofMn 
R.  Ototfenor*  Tho  en«gy  and  detenninatifln  of  the  lowev  aidcrof  fine- 
nan  dotiiig^ha  two  tot  daya'  polling,  had  the  cdbctofialljrk^  thk  tniEcpc*. 
dmut  hadei%  and  on  Saftatday  ercnlng  they  held  a  mtoliiig  al  the  Afiuen 
Botd,  which'  waa  nmBeiouljr  attendedj  when  a  handaome  tabaoiption  waa 
Mitand  ItttOy'to  defray  espeneea;  A  oomndttae  waa  abo  appobted,  and  the  oe- 
0— ary  pjepaiatlonemade  for  oondocdng  the  opeimtfana  of  llondy  in  ancffisc- 
tnalmanneb  From'thla  tbne,  the  independent oonunittee met  regularly,  and 
their  fiuda  beeama  Incnaaed  oonaiderably,  ao  aa  to  enable  them  to  puicfaaae 

At  the  doae  of  the  eighth  day,  Genend  Bgerlen  headed  the  Hon.  Robt. 
Offoavenof,  by  eliain;'  at  whkh  time  npwarda  of/oiiriMn kimired  fteemcn 
had  polled,  and  not  nnxe  than  one  toidreii-folen remained;  but  from  tfaia 
p«dod,>tha  advantage  toned  hi  favoor  of  the  latter  gentleman. 

Ihning  aoma  of  the  eady  dayi,  partleolarly  the  aeoond,  aerfooa  reneoniiea 

had  oeeanod  betwen  the  two  partiea,  aa  they  came  hi  coDSaion  with  each 

other;  bnt  no  injniy  had  ban  done  either  to  pnblle  or  private  property.  Bat 

on  Monday  (the  ofaith  day)  a  more  alaimlng  riot  took  p]ace»    About  half 

pait  thne  o'dock  in  the  afternoon,  Geneml  Groavenor,  who  aa  an  aldoman, 

had  an  nnqneitionable  ri^t  to  ^to  a  vole,  drove  hia  eairiage  towaida  the 

Rydiangr,  and  atopped  hi  front  of  the  ahop  of  Mr.  Pany,  bnuh-maker,  from 

whcnee  he  walked  Into  the  hnttfaigBto    Be  waa  aoon  recQgniied  by  the  wuk* 

ptmUtiii,  and  a  ainng  frelfaig  of  in.wffl  waa  hnaaedlately  maniffntrd  by 

them.    When  the  General  waa  letlifcig  from  the  hu8tfaigB»  a.  number  of  hIa 

ftienda  aaeured  to  hfan  a  pamage  to  protect  hfanr  from  inanlt,  but  thia  waa  ao 

ofilnaive  to  the  advene  party,  that  they  aanlled  the  ftlenda  of  the  GenenI 

with  mud  and  dht ;  and  pmcntly  after,  a  ahowcr  of  atonea,  ripped  up  from 

the  pavement,  at  the  end  of  Werbaij^Mtraet,  waa  Indiawrhninately  dlncted 

vxH^ig  the  Graavenor^  who  wengencmUygnnpedalthoaouthendofthe 

Szdiaaigfc    The  latter  doaed  upon  the  fMbpen^mfa,  and  without  weapon 

or  miaailea,  drove  them  nearly  to  the  entrance  of  the  Abbey^aquare ;  but  heie 

they  rallied,  and  hi  their  turn,  forced  thehr  enemiea  to  letteat  to  thefar  fomier 

atation.    The  battle  waa  again  renewed,  and  atonea,  chiefly  from  the  pave* 

ment,  flew  like  haiL    In  thia  waifture,  the  hidependenta  had  the  decided 

advantage,  and  finally  deared  the  field  of  thefar  opponenta;  many  of  the 

eombatanta  having  been  dangenmaly  woondedi    The  aceneof  deaalatlon  that 

followed  would  be  bekt  deacribed  by  a  view  of  the  Exchange,  on  the  eaat  and 

north  fionta  of  which  acarcely  a  wfaidow  frame  or  a  pane  of  glan  remahied 

undemoliehed.     Several  faidlviduala  received   great   penonal  iiijury;  and 

amongac  the  rest,  Mr.  Fhidiett.Maddock,  our  worthy  town  derk,  waa  atrudc 

on  the  ibidiead  by  a  atone  pasahig  through  the  window  of  Uie  Ezdiange, 

which  produced  a  moat  aerioua  wound.    Ae  the  assailanta  had  now  no  enemy 

to  contend  with,  they  wen  at  length  tired  with  the  work  of  miachieC    In 

the  evenhig,  (be  aheriffiB  publidied  the  foUowmg  addicae  :«— 

"  Public  NoTXCX.«-In  conaequenoe  of  the  riotous  proceedings  of  this 
momfaig,  wheid>y  much  damage  waa  done  to  pRbUc  pnperty,  and  many 
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l>enoiis  were  severely  wounded,  and  in  Imminent  danger  of  loalng'tlieir  lifes, 
And  the  king's  writ  for  the  election  of  memben  to  serve  in  pailiament  te  this 
«ity,  prevented  from  being  dulj  executed,  the  sherifis  have  eonmdted  with  the 
mayor  and  magistrates,  and  feding  it  to  be  their  duty  to  preserve  the  peaee  of 
the  dty,  it  is  their  determination  to  call  in  the  asristance  of  the  military  iat 
that  purpose,  in  case  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  renew  the  disgraceful 
proceedings  of  this  morning.  The  sherlflb  hope,  that  the  intimation  of  this 
determination  wiH  have  the  effsct  of  malcing  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  resort 
to  so  painful  a  proceeding,  and  they  call  upon  all  the  inhabitants  who  have 
tlie  preservation  of  ihs  tranquillity  of  the  dty  at  heart,  to  give  then  united 
assistance  for  this  important  purpose.*'  (Signed  liy  the  two  Shciifi,  return- 
ing officers.) 

Notwithstandiiig  this  broad  intimation  ofhaving  recourse  to  themOitary 
power,  the  spirit  of  disorder  jtUl  tamthmed,  and  manifbted  itself  with  still 
more  open  violence  on  the  Wednesday  following,  the  deventfa  day  of  the 
•election.  Up  to  this  time,  the  most  'sangnlne  hopes  had  been  entertained 
by  the  Independents,  that  tfadr  cause  would  ultlmatdy  triumph,  but  the 
j>roceedings  at  the  husdngs  on  that  day  had  given  tbt  death-blow  to  their 
expectations,  Mr.  R.  Orosvenor  having  polled  Iweniy^oiie,  and'Gcn.  Egerton 
but  $even  $  which  gave  him  a  majority  of  eighteen.  The  prospect  presented 
by  defeat  rendered  the  htd^pendenU  faiforiate,  and  an  inddent  occurred,  ^Idi 
set  in  motion  thdr  passioos.  About  five  o'dock  In  the  evening,  just  before 
the  breaking  up  of  the  court,  a  dead  rat,  some  rotten  eggs,  and  other  oflfendve  - 
missiles,  were  thrown  at  the  sherlffii,  and  others  in  attendance  at  the  hustings. 
A  skirmish  then  ensued,  and  the  IndependetiU  proceeded,  as  for  as  they 
could,  to  pun  down  the  hustings,  flinging  the  planking,  &e.  upon  the  heads 
of  those  .who  'had  it  not  in  thdr  power  to  escape  this  scene  of  violence.  It 
was  with  'Ae  greatest  ^difficulty  that  ijord  Bdgrave  effected  his  escape  at  the 
1)adc  of  thelmstings.  Mr.  Simpson,  theproxy  of  Mr.  B.  Orosvenor  was  not 
so  fortunate ;  he  Hdl  into  the  enemy's  hands,  who,  however,  did  not  In  any  way 
ill-use  him,  but  conducted  Um  in  safHy  to'his  own  party.  The  riot  now 
became  very  genenO.  Mr.  Fletdier,  the  mayor,  having  previously  read  the 
riot  act  through  the  windows  of  the  Exchange,  without  any  suitable  <0bet, 
deemed  it  imperative  upon  him  to  caH  in  the  military  $  and  the  fanpresdon 
upon  my  mind  is,  that  if  this  step  had  not  been  taken  at  the  very  moment  It 
was,  the  most  fatal  and  disastrous  results  would  have  followed*  f^ortunately, 
a  company  of  the  49th  regiment  of  foot,  (with  the  mayor,  attended  by  alder- 
men Massey  and  Hardaon  in  advance)  arrived  at  (he  scene  of  confusion  about 
aix  o'clock,  when  his  wordiip  again  caused  the  riot  act  to  be  read,  and  order 
was  promptly  restored,  but  not  before  the  windows  of  the  Coadi  and  Horses 
had  been  demolished.  Although  the  hustings  were  opened  the  next  morning, 
no  polling  took  place,  and  the  books  were  dosed  by  agreement,  the  numbers 
behig  as  before  stated. 

Thus  terminated  the  contest  of  1826 ;  whidi,  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  it  was  entered  upon,  and  prosecuted,  reflect  credit  on  the  spirit  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  house  of  Eaton.  I  cannot,  indeed,  admit,  that 
thdr  ultimate  success  would  have  given  them  more  able,  or  more  independent 
members  of  parliament— but  still,  I  am  willing  to  recognize  .with  admfratioo 
the  principle,  that  resistance  is  praiseworthy,  where  either  a  real  or  supposed 
Invadon  of  our  rights  i^  attempted.    With  this  admission,  however,  it  may  be 
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fiiirly  qiifitiOBdd,  whether  a  snceeMAil  Isme  to  the  uUepmdenU^  woukl  h«T« 
been  anequindent  to  the  city  of  Chester,  for  the  nuinerous  evils  and  inooove* 
nicDcei  entailed  on  theiQhabitaiite,  by  an  unceasing  state  of  political  warfare. 
Oold  may  be  boogbt  at  too  high  a  prlce^  and  much  as  political  liberty  ought 
to  be  esteemed,  it  is  eomparativdy  but  a  valueless  coouDodity,  when  pur. 
chased  by  the  iunrender  of  peace  of  mind,  mental  serenity,  and  the  plunging 
into  the  vortex  of  turmoil  and  commotion. 

If  any  individuals  be  disposed  to  censure  the  house  of  Eaton,  as  one  of 
the  parties  to  that  demoralisation  and  disorder,  which  has  long  afiUcted  us, 
It  should  be  allowed  great  credit  for  being  the  fint  to  put  an  end  to  them. 
AnH  here  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  say,  that  the  work  of  conciliation 
was  commenced  by  that  house,  in  a  way  that  was  highly  honourable  to  the 
{Unstrlous  family.  The  account  of  that  importsnt  Incident  was  published 
soon  after  it  oceurred,  and  as  J  do  not  see  that  I  can  improve  upon  it,  I  shall 
adopt  it  In  wbstanoe  s— 

**  The  dimnion  which  haa  long  aubsiated  among  tbc  citiaena  of  Chester, 
arising  from  local  peUtlcs,  has  long  been  a  subject  of  regret,  by  all  who  regard 
the  intenats  of  t|ie  city,  and  take  pleasuve  in  its  prosperity.  We  have  sinooe 
gratification  in  stating,  that  one  of  the  supposed  principal  obstacles  to  a 
lenewal  of  good  neighbourhood,  and  nwtnal  oanfidence  haa  happily  been 
semoved,  by  a  voluntary  and  honourable  declaration  of  one  of  the  parties,  to 
recede  ftom  presshig  claims  to  which  it  might  think  itself  entitled,  but  the 
urging  of  which  has  given  rise  to  much  contention  and  bad  feeling.  It  would 
be  bad  taste  to  enter  into  any  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  either  party,  at 
the  moment  a  peaoe.«ffering  has  been  presented ;  hat  we  may  be  allowed  to 
aay,  that  whichever  side  had  adopted  this  spontaneoua  act  of  leUnquishment, 
would  have  been  entitled  to  the  praise  of  high-minded  magnanimity.  That 
meed  of  praise^  then,  will  not  be  withheld  ftom  the  house  of  Eaton :— ^ 
distinguished  member  of  that  family  has  pubUdy  and  officially  dedaied,  that 
eUher  hmHlfur  hk  br»t1ur  wiU  retire /rem  the  rej^rtmnUaiian.  of  the  tUty 
At  the  dJcsoiiiHon  of  the  fre»ent  parUametU ;  thai  in  fataref  only  erne 
hrameh  ^f  the/amUy  mil  he  i^ered  to  the  ehmee  of  the  eUixems  and  thai 
no  other  indmdiHal  fre$enimg  hmeelf  ae  a  candidate,  mil  reeetoe  eUher 
nqipart  or  oppaiil^/rom  the  home  of  Eaton.  We  are  quite  aware,  that 
many  sincere  filends  of  our  present  members  think  this  sacrifioe  unnecessary, 
and  nncaUed  fin ;  but  however  opinions  may  vary  on  this  pohit,  there  can 
be  but  one  aentiment  on  the  motives  which  have  dictated  this  ftank  and  ez» 
plidt  declaration.  But  we  hasten  .to  stete  the  circomstaoces  under  which 
ibis  important  occurrence  has  taken  place. 

<«  On  Wednesday  the  28th  of  January,  1829,  a  niacting  of  the 
members  of  the  corporatj^on  was  convened  at  the  Exchange,  specially  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  Lord  Bdgrave,  who  was  present,  an  opportunity  of 
making  the  above  communication*  The  sentimente  ascribed  to  his  Lord, 
ahip  were  expressed  in  terms  the  most  distinct  and  unequivocal— even  more 
so,  we  believe,  than  we  have  noted  them.  Lord  Bdgrave*s  address  to 
the  members  of  the  corporation  is  represented  as  breathing  a  spirit  of  attaeh* 
ment  and  good^wiU  towards  the  dty  of  Chester,  and  of  his  ardent  wiahes  for 
ite  peace  and  prosperity.  In  the  commencement  he  observed,  that  the  com- 
munication he  had  to  make  might  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  friends  with 
■rbom  he  was  surrounded,  and  to  oth^  who  were  not  present ;  but,  after  the 
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oMSt  niatttw  deliberation,  the  determtoatlon  he  liad  fonncd  vas,  that  one 
4>f  his  family,  either  himaelf  or  hii  bvother,  should  retire  from^he  representa- 
tion of  the  dty.  This  resolution  had  been  adopted,  not  in  haste,  or  upon 
«light  consideration ;  it  had  engaged  much  of  his  owp  thoughts  and  those  of 
the  different  branches  of  liis  family,  and  upon  a  dispassionate  view  of  the 
subject,  in  all  its  aspects,  the  condusion  at  which  they  had  arriyed,  was  such 
as  he  bad  stated.  His  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  midce  the  declaration  aboye 
given,  and  added,  that  whoeyer  should  offer  himself  as  a  candidate,  the 
tenantry  of  the  house  of  Eaton  in  Chester,  should  under  no  circumstances  be 
influenced  either  in  supporting  or  opposing  him.  He  was  well  aware,  there 
were  numbers  in  the  dty  who  were  friendly  to  the  return  of  one  men^ber  of 
his  family,  who  yet  objected  to  two.  It  was  true,  there  was  a  majority  of 
fieeemen,  who  had  supported  the  house  of  Eaton  to  tills  extent,  but  it  could 
not  be  concealed  that  this  noajority  was  small ;  and  that  much  inconvenience 
and  difficulty  were  experienced  from  this  circumstance ;  and  in  proof  instanced 
the  occursenoes  at  the  last  election.  His  Lordship  said,  that  the  dedaration 
he  had  made,  was  given  in  the  spirit  of  honourable  sincerity ;  that  it  would 
he  -scrupulously  acted  upon  on  all  future  occasions ;  and  his  wish  was,  that 
die  utmost  publidty  should  be  given  to  it  It  might  be  enquired,  why  the 
present  time  had  been  chosen  for  making  this  announcement  ?  To  this  he 
veiled,  it  was  thought  the  most  suitable  moment,  as  the  city  was  under  no 
jMlitical  exdtement ;  at  present  there  was  an  absence  of  all  political  asperities ; 
and  he  thought  such  a  season  was  best,  while  men*s  minds  were  calm  and 
tranquil,  and  were  most  capable  of  appreciating  public  conduct.  It  was  his 
intention  to  make  a  more  public  dedaration  on  the  subject,  when  the  proper 
period  might  arrive  for  doing  so ;  but  that  the  intimation  was  given  thus 
•early,  in  or^  that  the  dtisens  might  adopt  that  course  of  proceeding  most 
agreeable  to  their  views.  Having  adverted  in  very  feeling  terms  to  the  long 
and  intimate  connection  which  had  subsisted  between  the  House  of  Eaton  and 
die  dty  of  Chester,  .his  lordship  oonduded  by  expressing  a  hope,  that  that 
ANinection  would  long  be  perpetuated,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both. 

^'  May  we  n.ov,  be  allowed  to  hope,  that  the  noble,  the  generous  sacrifice 
which  this  occurrence  presents,  will  propitiate  all  hostile  and  unkind  fbdings, 
and  be  the  means  of  uniting  all  hands  and  hearts  in  the  promotion  of  peace 
and  harmony.  The  interests  of  our  venei;ab]e  city,  long  torn  by  facUoos, 
jequire  .an  unity  of  action  for  the  preservation  of  its  remnant  of  trade  and 
«opnmerce.  Whfle  we  have  been  engaged  in  internal  struggles,  our  neigh- 
bours  have  taken  advantage  of  our  dissentions.  But  let  the  time  past  suffice. 
Let  us  learn  wisdom  from  our  sufiierings.  The  olive  branch  has  descended, 
and  we  trust  the  halcyon  days  of  old  Cestria  will  return  with  increasing 
bappfaiess.'* 

This  announcement,  as  explidt  as  it  was  sincere,  gave  general  satisfac- 
tion to  the  independent  party,  the  extent  of  whose  wishes,  as  repeatedly,  and 
in  a  variety  of  ways  expressed,  was  restricted  to  the  return  of  one  member ; 
though  a  few  were  found,  who  affected  to  believe,  that  Lord  Belgrave*s  manly 
declaratipn  was  intended  only  as  a  decoy,  to  induce  a  feeling  of  security,  that 
would  afterwards  be  taken  advantage  of.  Such  a  suspidon,  however,  could 
only  be  indulged  by  low  narrow-minded  men,  incapable  of  estimathig  a 
honourable  motive,  or  distinguishing  between  the  paltry  trickery  of  dec- 
lionecring-mongers,  and  the  public  declaration  of  a  nobleman  of  unblemished 


430  HISTORY  OF  CHESTER. 

diaracter.  A  abort  time  brought  the  sincerity  of  tbe  bouse  of  Eaton  to  the 
test  George  IV.  breathed  his  last  on  the  37th  of  June,  1830  ;  and  a  general 
election,  In  consequence  of  the  demise  of  the  crown,  of  course  followed.  At 
a  Tery  early  period  after  the  dissolution,  Lord  Bdgraye  signified  his  surrender 
of  tbe  representation  of  the  city;  and  soon  aflter,  announced  himself  as  a 
candidate  for  the  county,  for  which,  in  conjunction  with  Wilbrahara  Egertoo, 
Esq.  be  was  returned.  The  Hon.  Robert  Grosyoaor  offered  himself  again 
to  the  city,  and  being  the  only  candidate  in  the  interest  of  the  house  of  Eaton, 
the  independents  had  now  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  the  second 
member_an  object  for  which  they  had  so  ardently  and  perseveringly  con- 
tended. Several  of  that  party  had  fixed  their  eyes  upon  General  Egertoo, 
brother  of  the  late  Sir  John,  and  who  had  so  nearly  succeeded  in  Ae  contest 
of  1826 ;  while  others  duected  thehr  wishes  to  Sir  Philip  de  Malpas  Grey 
Egerton,  nephew  of  tite  worthy  baronet,  who  had  lately  succeeded  to  the  ho- 
nours and  estates  of  Oulton.  The  latter  was  finally  adopted  as  the  indepen- 
dent candidate ;  and  on  the  day  of  election,  fixed  for  the  30th  of  July,  the 
Hon.  Robert  and  Sir  Philip  were  elected  by  the  citizens  with  great  eordiality^ 
and  without  the  slightest  appearance  of  oppodtion.  This  event  was  hailed 
by  all  parties  as  the  consummation  of  concord  and  good  will,  and  a  season  of 
mutual  kindness  was  anticipated,  apparently  on  the  best  foundation.  Since 
the  period  of  which  I  am  now  spealiing,  however,  occurrences  have  arisen, 
which  shew  the  mutability  of  all  expectations  feiuided  on  the  pq>ular 
sentiment. 

In  the  month  of  December  following,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  hononr 
the  Hon.  Robert  Giosvenor  with  the  appointment  of  eomptroOer  of  the  royal 
household.  Tiiis  rendered  his  re-dection  necessary  ;  and  the  day  fixed  for 
what,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  was  considered  little  more  than  a 
formal  ceremony,  was  the  11th  of  December.  The  afiair  was  expected  io 
pass  over  without  the  slightest  interruption.  But  notwithstanding  the  I4[>pa- 
rent  unanimity  diat  prevailed  at  the  election  only  five  short  months  before, 
and  the  oft-repeated  assurance  that  a  relinquishment  of  one  candidate  by  the 
house  of  Eaton  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  independents,  a  few 
factious  individuals,  by  public  advertisement,  called  a  pot-house  meeting  of 
their  worthy  compeers,  where  they  resolved  to  put  in  nomination  anotker 
gentleman,  in  opposition  to  lir.  Grosvenor.  On  the  morning  fixed  for  the 
election  they  did  so ;  Mr.  CunlifiTe  Offley  was  taemif  as  thdr  candidate ; 
but  to  shew  how  little  these  purity-of-election  gentry  knew  of  the  character  of 
the  gentleman  of  thehr  choice,  that  the  mover  and  seconder  actually  Qomlnated 
him  by  a  wrong  name,  describing  him  as  Mr,  CunX^e.  They  managed, 
however,  to  carry  on  the  farce  of  an  election  for  three  days,  polling  somewhere 
between  -two  and  three  liundred  votes— principally,  but  certainly  not  altogetheri 
of  the  lowest  order  of  freemen.  It  is  but  justice  to  add,  that  the  leading 
gentlemen  of  the  party,  neither  took  part  in,  nor  sanctioned  this  ungradous 
proceeding ;  and  that  it  was  prosecuted  not  only  without  the  consent,  but 
without  the  knowledge  of  Mn  Offley.— It  may  be  just  worOiy  of  a  remark, 
that  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  again  elected  on  the  15th  of  March,  1831,  having 
vacated  his  seat,  by  inadvertently  omitthig  to  take  the  required  oaths,  ftom 
the  other  pains  and  penalties  of  which  he  was  relieved  by  a  bill  of  indemnity. 

But  if  the  capriciousness  of  the  public  sentiment  be  disoemible  in  the 
foregoing  transaction,  it  is  much  more  manifest  in  what  follows.     It  is  a  well 
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kaawtk  facty  that  eaily  in  the  session  of  parliament  of  1831,  the  King's  Mi. 
niaien^  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  at  their  head,  went  out  of  office,  in 
conseqaence  of  being  out-voted,  on  a  question  respecting  the  civil  list ;  and 
that  they  were  succeeded  by  a  thorough  Wliig  administration,  Ead  Oiej 
oocapyiog  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  They  were  scarcely 
wann  in  their  seats,  when  they  introduced  a  bill  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
for  altering,  or  rather  re-modelling  the  representative  system,  cutting  off  the 
franchise  from  a  vast  number  of  what  are  termed  rotten  boroughs,  and  ex« 
tending  it  in  counties  and  to  large  towns.  •  This  measure  of  reform  was  hailed 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other  as  the  harbinger  of  national  redemp. 
tion  ;  and  there  was  hardly  a  county,  dty,  or  town  in  the  empire,  that  did 
not  send  petitions  to  the  legislature,  and  addresses  to  the  King  for  the  passing 
of  the  bilL  The  county  and  the  city  of  Chester,  each  called  their  inhabitants 
together  in  public  meetings,  in  which  petitions  and  addresses  were  agreed 
upon,  In  support  of  the  measure.  In  the  house  of  commons,  so  equally  were 
the  parties  divided,  that  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  only  one/  and  in  a  subsequent  stage,  a  dause  was  rejected,  which  induced 
his  Majesty  to  appeal  to  the  people,  by  a  dissolution  of  the  parliament  Sir 
I^hilip  Grey  Egerton,  had  unfortunately  taken  a  view  of  the  measure  directly 
opposite  to  that  of  the  country  in  general,  and  especially  of  his  constituents ; 
but  certainly  in  no  respect  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, or  to  his  intqrrity,  as  a  gentleman.  He  gave  his  decided  opposition 
to  the  bill.  Sir  Philip  must  have  known,  that  this  conduct  would  be  detri- 
niental  to  his  parliamentary  connexion  with  Chester ;  but  this  only  proves, 
that  he  chose  rather  to  saariflce  his  political  interests,  than  abandon  his 
political  integrity;  and  so  (ar«  his  conscientiousness  is  rather  to  be  admired 
than  censured.  Much  has  of  late  been  said  of  the  duties  of  representatives ; 
some  arguing,  that  they  ought  implicitly  to  adhere  to  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents, in  thehr  legislative  capacity,  and  others,  that  they  should  be  left  at 
liberty  to  adopt  their  own  judgment*  This  is  not  a  fit  place  to  enter  upon  a 
discussion  of  this  question ;  I  shall  only  therefore  observe,  with  Addison*s 
Sir  Roger  de  Coverleyythat^'muchmay  besaid  on  both  sides.'*  The  fact, 
however,  is,  that  Sir  Philip's  votes  on  the  question  of  refoim,  greatly  ezaspe- 
rated  his  constituents,  who,  as  before  noticed,  had  unanimously  favoured  the 
measure,  by  a  petition  to  the  Commons,  and  an  address  to  the  King.  So 
strong,  indeed,  ran  the  tide  of  popular  opinion  against  him,  that  his  fidenda 
wisely  abstahied  fimm  prsssfaig  him  on  the  citisens  at  the  approaching  dectkm, 
in  theif  then  state  of  effervescence.  Sir  Philip,  b  an  address  to  the  freemen, 
formally  decUoed  ofibring  himself  as  a  candidate—but,  whoever  advised  that 
letter,  but  little  consulted,  at  least  in  my  opbiion,  the  interests  of  the  worthy 
baronet :  it  was  petulant  and  bitter,  and  savoured  more  of  arrogance,  than 
was  consistent  widi  the  modesty  of  so  young  a  man.  But,  as  I  have  remarked 
on  a  ionnes  occasion,  in  this  political  sketch,  in  times  of  strong  excitement, 
the  form  or  cast  of  language  in  which  our  thoughts  are  uttered,  ought  not  to 
be  subjected  to  the  rigid  rules  of  criticism.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  as  an 
apology,  that  the  bitterness  now  manifested  by  some  of  his  former  most 
ardent  friends,  contrasted  with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people*  at  his  electi^m, 

*  The  mutability  of  popular  applause  is  thus  finely  illustrated  by  the  iDinitable 
Goldsmith,  in  one  of  his  essays :--  ■*•  J  must  own,  I  have  such  an  indifferent  opinion  of 
the  vulgar,  that  1  am  ever  led  to  suspect  that  merit  which  raises  their  shout.  •  «  *  *  * 
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mtj^  Jate  produced  b  urcnesi  of  feelliig,  and  ill-linbunir,  In  irhicft  It  Ir 
difficult  to  upicss  out  thought*  with  detiberaic  odnmeu. 

Thcte  being  mm  b  Tatr  opcnbg  for  ■  new  ouidUate  for  the  dt;,  bf  the 
formal  setettlen  of  Sir  PhlUp,  FocUr  CnnUSe  Ofiley,  Eiq.  mo  of  Sir  FoctET 
Cunlifl^  ntd  brothct-^-l£«  of  Lord  Crewe,  wllcited  the  roflhiga  of  the 
freemen,  nd  eauCBtsed  the  citj,  u  the  dbcUred  mppcrter  of  the  T^am  bQl. 
No  other  orndLdate  appeued  id  (he  field  i^ttaat  Mm.  The  elecitM  wu  fixed 
tot  the  tUlt  0^  ilfiy, — ■  d*f  *hkb  the  fndependentl  had  Itmg  held  lacted, 
u  that  on  which  the  late  Sit  JiAn  Gnj  EgeMon  had  been  bitrodiieed  to  the 
cttj  ai  iti  repieMDiatlTB.  Th«  Right  Moti'  Robcn  Choavenor,  and  Mr, 
Offie7  were  retsned  without  the  rindow  of  oppoallioti ;  and  what  wai  a 
novel  occurrence  to  dieater,  the  election  pHied  o*er  la  good' htnoonr,  and 
without  anj  tigni  of  triumph  on  one  aide,  or  defeat  on  the  othef. 

Thui  aituated  at  preaeni  la  the  dtj  of  Cheater,  whh  reipect  to  it«  local 
politiea.  The  Hon.  Robert  Oroavenor  ia  highly  popular  with  Ike  dtiient  in 
gencnl  ]  hia  owo  petaonsl  chancier,  the  ipoatanania  djandonmetit  hj  the 
bouM  of  Eaton  of  a  lecond  member  for  the  dtj,  the  magnanlilioiia  raoifice 
made  by  hia  noble  father,  to  a  meoaure  conaldered  to  be  csaential  to  out  na- 
tional lotemta,  with  the  natural  ioBueqce  connected  with  the  ImDtenac  property 
beka^B  to  the  fiunSj— aQ  uiiequiTOcaU]r  eencut  In  juitlfying  a  eoncli^on, 
that  he  at  least,  ia  aemie  in  hia  leat,  under  any  dreuuutaiKea.  Of  Sit. 
Offl^  I  would  only  gay,  that  he  approaehed  the  dty  In  an  open  manly  way  ; 
that  he  hondBMiiely  purehued  the  freedom  of  upward*  of  one  hondied  young 
men  ;  mbA  dnce  hli  appearance  In  the  houae  of  common!,  has  acted  in  con< 
fbrmlty  with  thoM  poUtleal  ptlndplea  he  avowed,  and  under  the  ghadow  of 
whidi  he  wai  elected.  More  it  la  not  my  province  or  ineUnation  to  lay  t 
wboerei  haa  «"*~<"*  to  the  winding  occnrrencea  of  the  foregoing  Uslory,  will 
poEdn  the  tmoettatoty  of  all  apecnlatton*. 
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^Dfttond  aid)  Corrections;. 


VOL.  I. 

Page  i.mJLine  f  3.— For  intended  fer  oaky  read  intended  for  a  cbteck 
and  barrier  to  the  Ordovices. 

P.  8.— 1.  21.«^or  the  eiiUi,  read  two  cities. 

P.  10.— 1.  26.-«.For /ela,  read  geta.— For  Leverus,  read  Serenia. 

P.  14..^  1— For  Plaudiii$,  read  Plantius. 

P.  2]  .-J.  15.— For  her  dominions,  read  their  dominions. 

P.  65.-4«  25.«^or  HarUimy  read  Harleian. 

P.  69.-^  3rd  from  bottom.-«J)ele  hut, 

P.  72.— L  l&^For  ^lidng^  read  slicing* 

P.  87.— L  21.— For  of  Carlisle,  read  at  Carlisle. 

P.  93.— L  10.  note.— For  Legravey  read  Segrave. 

19.  Hole.— For  the  prmee  aeeompmied  Humphrey ^  read  tbe 
pt'mce  arrived  at  diis  fortress,  accompanied  by  Humphrey. 

P.  108.— L 10.  note— For  poMessions,  read  possessioners. 

P.  109.— ^L  16.  nele.— For  beteek^  read  beseech. 

P.  114.— L 13.— For  Maldehang^  read  Malbedeng. 

P.  115.— L  31 ^For  AudUy,  read  Dudley. 

P.  132. 1.  21.— It  is  here  asserted,  in  an  artide  from  tl^ebb,  dated  1281, 
that  Llewelyn,  last  Pdnce  of  Wales,  came  down  ftom  the  mountamof 
Snowdon,  to  Montgomery,  and  was  at  last  taken  at  BUndi  castle,  whore  using 
reproachful  words  against  the  Englishmen,  Roger  le  Strange  ran  upon  him, 
and  cut  offhishead;  and  that  his  head  was  afterwards  set  upon  the  tower  of 

London.  There  appears  several  errors  in  this  story  as  given  by  Webb. 
Warrington,  in  his  history  of  Wales,  says,  that  the  prince  met  his  death  in  a 

valley  near  Buillt,  whither  he  had  gone  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  lords  of 
that  district,  attended  only  by  his  squire,  and  at  a  short  distance,  from  his 
army ;  when  '« the  grove  was  in  an  instant  sunounded  by  the  enemy's  horse. 
Beset  on  every  side,  and  cut  off  from  his  aimy,  Llewelyn  endeavoured,  as 
secredy  as  he  could,  to  make  good  his  retreat,  and  to  johi  the  troops  he  had 
stationed  on  the  mountain,  who,  drawn  up  in  battle  am^,  were  eagerly  ex- 
pecting the  return  of  their  prince.  In  making  this  attempt  he  was  discovered, 
and  closely  pursued  by  Adam  de  Francton,  who,  peiceivhig  him  to  be  a 
Welshman,  and  not  knowmg  his  quality,  plunged  his  spear  into  the  body  of 
the  prince,  being  unarmed,  and  incapable  of  defence." 

P.  145.— 1. 15— Stagnant  fiithmeeey  whkh  hkm  formerlif  suffered  to 
remam  in  our  narrow  streets.    To  this  may  also  be  attributed  the  finding, 
at  the  depth  of  about  a  yard  below  the  present  surface  of  the  streets, »  Pave- 
ment, which  there  can  be  little  doubt  was  buried  by  the  accumuUtion  of 
VOL.  II,  3  1 
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ashes  and  other  rubbish,  which  were  thiown  out  at  this  peridd'intd  the  sfitffeu^ 
Ashes  are  commonly  thrown  up  when  digging,  in  Linen JialUtitie^particn-r 
larly,  and  several  of  the  very  old  houses  in  this  street  an  entbr^' by  the 
descent  of  steps. 

P.  154.—1. 45.— iCauseway  at  the  Dee  Mills.  In  the  8tb  volume  of  Lite* 
rary  Anecdotes,  there  is  a  letter  Arom  Mr.  Allen  to  the  great  nat^^r^Utt^  Mr. 
Pennant,  dated  April,  177^)  in  which  is  the  following  passage.  ^^  In  the  16th 
of  Rich.  II.  1392,  Sir  Randal  Lumley  obtahied  a  licence  to  make  a  castle  of 
his  manor-house.  About  three  huudred  yards  south-west  fisom  this  castle 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  chapel,  wherein  are  several  stones,  appavently  tombs, 
but  no  inscriptions,  and  sunk  in  the  earth.  A  tndition  is  handed  down  at 
Chester,  that  about  170  years  ago,  some  stones  were  taken  from  this  chapel  to 
mei)d  »  breadi  in  the  fishery  dam  across  the  wehr ;  but  whilst  one  stone 
remained  therein,  the  dam  could  not  be  kept  up.'* 

P.  266.->»nofeM— It  is  here  stated,  that  no  hackney  coaches  have  ever 
been  established  in  Cliester.  Since  this  was  written,  several  one-horse  chaises 
have  been  set  up  in  the  city,  and  the  peculation  is  likely  to  succeed. 

P.  267.«— L  I6.«»Power  to  sear<^  for  poor  within  the  city,  and  compel 
them  to  go  into  the  house  of  industry,  granted  by  the  local  act  of  2nd  George 
III.  is  repealed  by  the  56th  Geo.  III. 

P.  304.— Between  the  end  of  this  page,  and  the  commencement  of  page 
305,  the  following  passage,  by  mistake  of  the  compositor,  was  omitted  :— 
<(  Knights  and  gentlemen.  He  commenced  his  journey  towards  Chester,  after 
recovery  from  a  violent  fever,  and  was  met  on  the  borders  of  the  diocese  by 
all  the  principal  gentry  and  clergy  of  the  county,  who  conducted  him  in—*' 
P.  335.«.2%0  IfaUs.— In  a  preceding  part  of  the  work  (p.  43»)  will  be 
found  a  quotation  from  the  Polychxonioon,  the  matter  of  which  is  also  affirmed 
by  Matthew  of  Westminster,  that  Ethdfleda  ^«  inclosed  the  dty  with  new 
walls,  and  made  it  nigh  two  such  as  it  was  befoie;  so  that  the  castle  that  was 
sometime  by  the  water  without  the  walls  is  now  in  the  town  within  the  waUs.'^ 
This  position  Is  controverted  at  the  place  marked  at  the  beginning  of  this 
artSde  1  and  the  reader  is  xeferred  to  the  reasons  tiiere  given  In  contravention 
of  the  anertloQ  of  the  old  duponiclera*  Desirous,  however,  of  obtahdng  aU 
the  information  I  could  on  this  disputed  pomt,  I  consulted  two  or  three 
individuals,  conveisant  with  our  local  antiquities,  who  made  to  me  the  follow- 
ing eommunicatioos  t-iOne  says, 

^  In  the  Polydiionieon  you  find,  that  the  orlgbial  Roman  wall  did  not 
U2kt  in  the  castle;  it  has  lamed  off  somewhere  there  from  theremains  of  the 
oldett  Roman  foundation  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  late  Mr.  Handsoo,  as  of 
tnie  Roman,  by  the  rope«walk  on  the  Roodee.  The  castle  had  its  own  walls, 
or  defences  separate.  I  take  it  that  the  arch  in  Skhuier-street,  (Ship-gate) 
now  pulled  down,  was  of  that  distinct  walL  When  re-built  by  the  good  dU 
Saxon  lady,  the  castle  audits  walls  were  also  comprdiended ;  and  fimn  the 
irregular  turn  just  at  that  gate  of  the  wall,  I  think  the  latter  was  turned 
angular  to  meet  and  pffserve  that  arch."— Another  gentleman  oS&n  the 
following  sepeeulation  :^ 

'^  In  some  of  oos  ancient  authors,  I  have  read  an  account  of  the  dty 
waUa  behig  repahfed  and  extended  by  '<  the  lady  Etkelfleda ;"  befoie  which 
I  presume,  thehr  course  diverged  from  the  SalXy-p^t  (very  near  to  where  the 
walls  are  now  opened  to  the^new  bridge,)  and  whidi  is  sppaicnt  by  the  sudden 
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4fMeiit  to  the  soath-irast  angle.  At  &is  post  WM  a  poteen^  which  was  ue 
jdottbt  then  the  south-west  angle  of  the  walls,  ftom  whence  iSbef  run  up  to  the 
castie,  leafing  that  fortress  paitlalljr  jaitiloui  ihe  waUsi  they  were  then  ex- 
pended to  the  ftont  of  St.  Maiy's  (at  Uuu  time  not  built)  to  Iiow«r  Bridge, 
jtieet,  crossed  by  an  arch,  and  so  on  to  that  part  of  the  ptfeseot  atmcture 
cafied  the  WUihinff'4tep»^  where  stood  a  watdi*tower  (latdy  taken  down) 
which  torminated  the  south  east  ang^e,  leaving  the  dty  a  complete  oUong 
square,  and  precisely  the  fimn  in  which  the  Romans  built  most  of  thdr  towns. 
In  support  of  this  <ipinion,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  map,  where 
you  win  find  that  the  Water  and  Pheenix  Towers  are  placed  at  ri§^t 
angles ;  and  anotfaar  argument  is,  that  the  distance  from  the  Cross  to  the 
Northgate  and  Watergate  Is  exactly  the  same  as  to  tot  partof  Jjower  Bridge- 
street,  where  I  suppose  the  andent  BridgCiigate  to  have  stood.  There  Ss 
another  material  point  in  favour  of  my  position ;  let  any  one-examine  the 
ancient  tem^ation  of  the  Rows  in  Lower  BridgCi^treet,  and  they  will  find 
them  extend  no  Airther  than  to  the  place  I  have  pointed  out,  or  a  little  bi^er 
.up.  There  are  one  or  two  housea  below  Shipgate^treet  that  are  co-eval  with 
the  bridge,  mills,  and  water-oourse,  and  built  after  the  walls  were  altered,  or 
we  should  have  seen  some  vestiges  of  the  Rows  down  to  the  present  arch ; 
(look  also  at  the  narrowness  of  that  part  of  the  street  just  above  Duke-atreet, 
and  it  clearly  shews  the  original  Welsh  entrance  Into  the^ty.  With  regard 
to  the  8h!p.gate,  upon  examination,  when  the  workmen  lately  took  it  down, 
I  found  the  ancient  waU  run  paraUd  with  the  steps  leading  up  Mary's-hlll, 
and  clearly  ahews  this  ardi  to  have  been  erected  long  before  this  part  of  the 
walls,  particularly  by  the  great  difibeneein  the  styJo  of  aiddtectnte.  Ac- 
cording to  tradition,  this  gate  admitted  persons  who  came  .over  the  fierry  ftom 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  avoid  gohig  dmmgh  the  dty  within  the 
walls ;  the  road  then  run  along  under  the  widia  to  OeeJane,  up  by  the  New- 
gate, or  along  theFurdier9ee.hmebythe3an,dnioBoughton.  'There  is 
still  vidble  a  Roman  pavement  under  water  along  b^r  the  Oroves,  which  was 
most  likely  the  andent  road,  f  dudlonly  add,  that  the  Romans  never  would 
have  three  sides  of  the  dty  square,  and  the  fourth  dg-sag,  With£ighfs  Of  steps. 
It  Is  absurd  to  imaghie  that  the  present  waQs  fisim^aonth  and  to  south-east 
were  any  part  of  them  of  Roman  origin.'* 

P.  886.— L  25...-M^a9e  <licliM.— During ■tfie^time  that  the  impoitatioii 
of  Irish  linen  was  very  great,  an  accumulation  of  murage  duties  took  pbee; 
and  upwards  of  two  diousand  pounds  of  this  fond,  bdng  appropriated  by  the 
corporation,  the  body,  with  the  interest  ofthi8Sam,repahr the  walls,  audit 
itaust  be  admitted,  that  tbdr  late  repairs  have  been  of  the  iliOstsabstaiidBl 
diaracter. 

P.  814.— .no<e.-.«A  correqMmdent  observes,  diat  the  pyramid  mentioned 
In  this  note  is  still  to  be  seen  on  the  south  side  of  the  cathedral,  exai^y  over 
the  fombb  die  south  aide.  It  issues,  as  it  were,  from  the  lOof  of  theaid^ 
and  is  built  against,  or  hito,  die  waU  of  die  dibir. 

P.  847~n(»e.— PAienur  T^neer.— It  is  sdd,  diat  Ur.  John  Broster, 
when  treasurer  of  the  dty,  placed  the  tablet  which  is  now  on  the  south  Jnnt 
of  the  Phsnix  Tower  m  its  present  position,  and  took  away  the  arms  of  the 
different  companies. 

P.  349.— 1. 24.— Ctfy  Gaai.— In  the  year  1787,  die  celebrated  philan- 
Ihropiit,  John  Howard,  visited  Chester,  and  according  to  his  usual  custom^ 
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made  a  nanov  iipaetiop  of  AepitaM.  Tka  taate  wifl  find  his 
tions  on  the  ooontf  gaol  at  page  VJSy  voL  li.  If  he  waa  aevneoo  the  haemal 
management  of  that  priaon,  he  waa  mndi  mon  to  hi  his  lemariu  on  onr  dtfr 
gaolandhoaaeofooReetionytfaenaitaaledataiidneaitheNocthgBfte.  Speak* 
ing  of  thcie,  hi  Ma  work  on  Ijaaaiettoa, hia  deaciiptlon  la,  ^In  the dty  gaol, 
the  conTicta  and  priaonoa  for  ttial,  wem  aefoely  konad  by  the  neefc,  haada, 
waist,  and  feet,  and  dMieil  to  the  floor ;  and  ol  ai^  to  their  heda,  hi  the 
honid  dongeoB.  Here  waa  the  tec  iren  jflaoe  I  hate  seen  in  England, 
whieh  though  not  yet  used,  ahewa  the  aefeiity  ofthegaoiflr'adispoaitioa. 
Allowance,  a  peaiqrworth  of  bread  for  folons,  and  a  pooad/or  debtors,  infe. 
rior  in  quality  to  that  aold  in  the  city.  Oebtota  and  ^dens  are  allowed  to 
beg  some  houra  in  the  day.  That  prisoners  are  not  supplied  with  necessary 
food,  is  a  disgrace  to  such  an  opulent  city.  No  proper  separation  of  men 
and  women  either  here  or  in  the  county  gaoL— €?ily  BridewtU,  No  employ* 
ment ;  no  allowanoe ;  court  not  secure ;  keeper's  salary  only  £4.  He  sells 
beer.'» 

P.  30ft«.T)be  ffoBs.  In  die  note  at  thb  page^  it  waa  observed,  that 
the  author  had  ascertained  the  fiict,  that  the  county  magistrates  were  on  the 
point  of  completing  contracta  for  the  purchase  of  those  numeeous  piks 
of  buildings,  consisting  of  wardiouses,  workshops,  &c*  idiidt  lie  between  the 
walls  and  the  river,  and  ftom  the  pyroligneous  works  oppoalte  the  Gastfe 
Bitdt,  to  the  Dee  mills.  Since  writing  the  above,  the  contract  haa  been 
entered  Into,  most  of  the  buildings  taken  down,  as  wdl  as  a  great  portkm  of 
the  walls,  for  the  purpose  of  extension.  The  walla  will  be  diverted  from  tfaeh 
original  course  to  the  river  edge,  about  80  feet  ftom  the  Biidge-gate,  and 
having  continued  in  a  right  line  along  the  river  for  the  space  of  285  feet,  wOl 
make  an  angle  at  that  extent,  and  join  the  old  walla  70  foet  fipom  the  preaent 
west  boundary  wall  of  the  county  gaoL  The  walk  on  the  new  part,  In  all 
win  be  000  feet ;  the  bonndaty  wall  of  the  county  gaol  will  foifew  the  course 
of  the  city  walls,  which  are  now  (July,  18S1)  buHdhig  akmg  the  river,  at 
low  water.mark,  so  that  they  will  over-lung  the  Dee  at  high  water* 

P.  368 L  n.^Tk€  Hole  in  the  Watt.    In  taUng  the  waSa  down  hi 

1831,  another  arch  waa  discovered  under  the  old  arch  of  the  Ship-gate,  and 
at  right  anglea  to  it ;  it  appeared  as  if  assigned  for  a  resthig-pbce  for  a 
centinel,  or  some  such  purpose,  baring  a  loop^iole  hwUng  towards  Shipgate- 
street. 

P.376.-Jn  a  notein  this  page,  I  have  controverted  the  authority  of  an 
<^d  document,  which  ascribes  a  dififeient  course  to  the  channdof  the  Dee  near 
Chester,  to  that  It  now  occupies.  To  this  note  the  reader  is  refened.  In 
the  mean  time,  however,  I  am  quite  willmg  to  give  place  to  the  speculation 
of  a  very  hitdUgent  gentfeman  on  the  subject  He  saya,  «^The  dumnel 
^ypposite  the  Giovea  is  eridently  cut  through  a  rock,  and  hehMW  the  bridge, 
there  are  sindlar  appearances.  The  river  Is  very  deep  at  the  Offovea,  and 
tradition  says,  that  St  John'a  church  was  built  with  atone  ftom  thence; 
and  that  part  is  known  to  tUa  day  by  the  name  of  the  fiaorry.**  Upon  this 
remark,  I  would  only  observe,  that  if  the  south  side  of  the  river  hM  actually 
been  cut  throogh,  it  only  shews  that  there  may  have  been  a  ieideii%  of  the 
channel. 

P.  ^m.^Brole%-Mn  Raw,  I  have  by  mistake,  given  this  name  to 
^  row  leading  from  Pepper-alley.    Jt  seems  the  row  formerly  so  called,  a 
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^^  of  idiieh  BtiU  nfflaliw,  commenced  at  the  enliykftdiag  to  tlie  back 
trance  ta  the  theatve,  wod-hidl,  &e.  and  exteaded  lonthwaid  down  Northgate- 
atieet  to  the  next  qpening ;  it  waa  deatroyed  aa  a  thonmghfare  when  the 
pRmises  now  occapied  by  Mcsm.  Beckett  mid  Sefton,  weie  newly  ffoated. 

P«  428.— L  15.i^iL  H.  BacniloQ,  £89.  manned  tibe  yoim^eit,  and  not 
the  ddesi  daugMff  of  I3ir«  Thackeray* 


VOL.  11. 

P.  100.-.St.  MarUn^t  Chwrch-^n  .the  month  of  Maich,  1826,.  Uile 
.edifice  was  opened  for  a  Sunday  evening  .lecture,  and  the  service  of  the  national 
chufch  in  the  Welsh  language.  This  xery  useful  establishment  originated 
.with  .the  Caaiftrioii  Socieiy,  fonned  in  Cheater,  whose  zeal  for  the  spirituaji 
jrelfate  of  their  poorer  countrymen  resident  m  the  city,  pnnnpted  them  to  .the 
:adoptioa  of  means  likely  to  piomote  so  desirable  an  object.  It  is  calculated 
there  are  here  nearly  4,000  individuals,  natives  of  the  principality„of  the 
lower  class,  who,  though  they  may  understand  as  much  English  as  qualifies 
ithem  Sat  their  subordinate  domestic  situations,  are  incapable  of  deriving 
religkms  instruction  firom  divine  service  when  perfonncd  in  Englisli,  With 
this  little  band  of  Cambrian  patriots  originated  an  annual  subscription,  which 
was  encouiaged.by  many  respectable  inhabitants  of  Chester,  and  a  number  of 
the  first  families  in  the  Principality  ^  and  which  ultimately  became  adequate 
to  the  aalaigr  of  a  minister,  and  other  incidental  expences  attendant  upon  the 
lecture^  The  Rev.  Evan  Evans,  a  young  man  of  superior  talents,  and  active 
piety,  received  the  appomtment  of  lecturer,  who  fulfils  the  duty  of  his  office  in 
•such  a  manner  as  to  afford  general  satisfaction  to  his  people.  The  congrega- 
tion is  numerous,  and  extremely  regular  in  their  .attendance ;  and  they  have 
the  benefit  of  their  minister's  visits,  in  cases  .of  sickness  or  other  contingencies. 
A  omimittee,  appointed  by  the  resident  subscribers,  numage  the  affairs  coa* 
nected  with  the  lecture,  having  an  active  secretary  in  Mr.  Edward  Parry, 
whose  seal  and  fidelity  have  lately  been  marked  by  a.complimcntal  present  of 
aeveval  articles  of  plate. 

P.  lySb^r-lViov  i^ru^e.-— The  arch  of  this  magnificent  structure  being 
jtfimed)  its  appearance  is  grand  and  imposing.  It  was  stated  at  the  above 
page,  that  a  passage  would  be  effected  over  the  bridge  by  the  middle  of  the 
present  year,  (J1831)  and  that  it  would  be  finished  for  all  the  purposes  of 
travelling  by  the  end  of  it  Some  unavoidable  delay,  however,  has  occurred, 
occasioned  by  the  substitution  of  Peckforton  stone  for  that  of  Hough-green, 
by  the  direction  of  Ae  surveyor,  in  some  parts  of  the  bridge.  The  workmen 
are  proceeding  with  great  jcajHdit;y  in  raising  and  levelling  the  toad  on  both 
sides  the  river,  and  it  seems  likely  that  a  few  months  wiU  complete  that  por- 
tion of  the  undertaking.  I  Iiave  not  been  able  to  ^certain  what  the  intention 
of  the  county  magistrates  is,  in  reference  to  any  arch,  where  the  road  to  the 
new  iiridge  crosses  the  walls,  but  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  the  suggestion 
offered  in  the  note,  page  365,  voL  i.  is  worth  consideration.  At  Overlegh, 
from  whence  there  will  be  a  commodious  drive  to  Eaton-hall,  Earl  Grosvenor 
intends  to  erect  a  splendid  lodge,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  at  £10,000. 
if\fi  lordship  has  also  purchased  from  the  corporation  a  slip  of  land  on  each 
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ri^  the  md  iMding  fion  *e  aev  briige  to  Ovol^ih, 
wkik  tWM,  Md  thai  ftwn  •  Iwiiillftil  |iiMHitioii>    Tht  picMBt  rand  to  Wmu 
han,  at  the  fvtthcr  aid  of  flonihridgr,  will  be  node  vp,  and  a  aev  one 
opaifld,  near  the  tnnpifce  at  Hoogh-flnn. 

P.18S...Jbi  this  fbmkt  la  atated,  that ««  The  tooth  dde  of  the  appv 
waid  la  oecopied  by  offiecHl*  bamcfca*  and  Ae  apagimmta  of  the  iMttwi.** 
SlDoe  the  abote  waa  wiitlao,  aaoM  fcrjr  material  ahctatlena  and  improve- 
nenta  hafo  cmnnwnwid  on  Ihia  apot,  an  aeoonnt  of  which  I  canQM  better 
ooomiioicatOy  tfwn  la  the  deoeription  of  o  gentkoian  eoonected  with  the 
wodn.    Heaayai'^InNomiibcrlaati  the  Booad  of  Oidaaaee  oidcnd  the 
liicBt.  Gofonor'a  i^aitBMnta,  need  lattc4y  aa  oAoen'  qoartcn  and  jodgee^ 
apartmenta  doling  tiie  awlwi^  to  be  tAen  down,  in  conaeqoence  of  a  port  of 
the  wail  immediately  bdow  haring  given  way.    This  senriee  waa  superin* 
tended  by  Mz.  Browne,  oidnanee  cMl  of  worin,   wider   the   eonamand 
of  CTimitala  Kitaon,  wImb  on  taidng  the  bnHding^  the  fOfornot'a  hoaae  adjoin, 
ing  and  attached  to  it  was  foond  abo  io  so  roinons  and  dangemos  a  state,  at 
to  leqniie  Ita  befaig  likewise  takendocrn.    Hie  timbers  were  Ibond  in  a  lolil 
state  of  deo^y  in  both  haUdlngk    In  oonae^wenoe  of  thdr  denasKtioB,  qoar- 
ten  fior  tiie  offioecs  of  the  ganison  beii^  ffe^olsile»  die  bosid  of  ordiiaaee 
waa  plcaiid  to  meet  tiie  viewa  of  Captain  KilMO,  theConmiandii^  Boyri 
KnghwfT^  who  ooggested  the  pnpriety  of  fiadng  an  armwiry,  capableof 
CMitainingtho  same  munberof  moaketa  and  odMi  impknenlaof  war,  on  didr 
aitOy  and  eonvert  the  present  amoury  into  an  oBfuif  tiifrafk,  whh  addltlcnil 
aiwnmmodations  iat  more  ssldicn  in  the  banack  new  oeonpied  by  tficm,  by 
improvements  and  aherations.    From  the  well  known  sdentUlc  sUU  of  GapC 
Kitson,  not  a  donbt  remains  hot  an  admindde  Imilding  wHl  becncted,  wMch 
will  be  in  tlie  Docle  ocder,  and  that  to  gain  jiinaee  caey  aooemtothe  buHding, 
and  to  give  the  devotion  a  grand  andnejbkappesranoe,theapeaof  dieQ^icr 
Ward  is  to  be  loweied  to  a  levd  with  the  present  espiaaade.    Hie  magaafaie 
in  the  ditdi  haa  been  polled  down,  by  wMcii  the  stone  wall  of  the  battery 
now  shews  itself,  and  the  repoin  to  die  csslle  wdi  ore  iifidly  gofaig  on, 
mider  the  snperinteodenoe  of  tfr.  Browne,  aided  fay  die  oontiactor  Ibr  the 
masons*  and  brlddayen*  woik^  Mr.  J.  Wright    Thecaat  endof  dtooastk 
ditch  win  be  dosed  by  the  new  faitendod  bonndaiy  wallofdieimprove* 
mcnta  to  the  ooonty  priion,  but  the  path  roond  oor  dty  walls,  when  dda  walk 
ia  completed,  win  stltt  pass  in  flont  of  the  balUii^;,  wheicby  the  eye  wfli  be 
gratified  in  viewing  the  erection  resrhig  ita  flont  40  ftet  above  die  levcL** 

P.  llHI.-*(^sm  JoN#s*s  £c9«cy.^la  givhig  an  aeeountof  theoevenl 
legades,aa  registered  in  die  Pentice  court,  I  confined  mysdftomcrely  copying 
the  Inseriptiona  as  they  appear  beneath  the  portraits  of  the  benefiictois  t  of 
this  legMy,  however,  morels  lobe  sdddian  of  any  other,  H  being  the  moot 
important  one,  arising  from  circumstances  of  a  peculiar  nature.  At  the  time 
of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Owen  Jones,  in  IMS,  he  left  die  profits  end  rents  of 
an  his  lands  and  mortgages  in  Cheshire  and  Denbighddre,  amounting  in  vahie 
to  X46.perann.ortfaereabottts,  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  die  poor  of  the 
companies,  ycady  for  ever,  directing  (as  wiU  be  seen  hi  page  188  of  diis  vol) 
in  what  manner  the  whole  was  to  be  diqioeed  o£  For  nearly  a  century  k 
remah^d  an  ordinary  legacy  along  with  the  others ;  but  in  1758,  a  lead  mme 
waa  discovered  on  the  estate,  the  proceeds  of  which  progresslvdy  increased, 
until  1777,  when  it  amounted  to  die  hrgesom  of  iC12,806.    Twothousaiui 
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f^iMb  of  tUs  sum,  was,  by  the  eoUMiit  of  Ae  Mmpuilesy  employed  in  the 
catting  of  the  Naatwich  eanal;  bat  Aete  being « idistndiBation  on  the  {>art 
of  the  eom^panitt,  to  continae  the  payment  of  demMd*  apon  thefar  riiues,  that 
sum  wafr  lost  to  them.    The  pftsent  amount  of  die  priadpal  is  j£IO,960.  the 
InteNst  of  i»hieh,  at  4  ptt  cent  with  ihefiett  of  the  hmd  at  £40.  per  annam, 
is  the  total  amoont  dlsfrilmted  amongst  the  eompanies  atthepnsentday. 
The  cmporoifou  hold  the  money,  for  which  a  mortgage  upon  certain  parte  of 
their  piopety  has  been  given.    When  the  amoont  to  be  divided  annoaUy 
became  so  great,  some  unfairness  appeared  in  the  mode  of  diatribatlon^  each 
company,  wliether  the  nomber  of  brothers  was  great  or  small,  taking  anmiatty 
the  whole  amount,  andinooeinstaneethetnayor,  one  of  the  trustees,  atod  a 
rich  man,  was  known  to  divide  largely  with  the  company  to  whidi  he  belonged. 
This  state  of  things,  being  neither  according  fo  the  intention  of  tlie  testator, 
nor  consistent  with  pioprieQr,  in  1808,  the  trdstees  applied  to  the  court  of 
diancery  for  instruction,  and  by  a  decree  of  that  court  the  legacy  is  now  regn* 
lated*    The  deevse,  after  oideiing  in  what  mamier  the  arrears  were  to  be 
distributed,  directs  the  payment  of  the  legacies  to  the  trustees,  and  their 
icawmaMo  eKpenees  of  management :  and  empowers  Chern  to  advance  any 
8dm  or  siuatis,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  in  any  one  year  j£20*  to  enable  poor 
fanithcBB  to  bear  and  draw  with  their  respective  companies;  thelndanGeor 
nett  amioal  income  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  biotfaers  of  the  several 
companies  in  the  rotation  pointed  out  by  the  testators  wfll,  in  such  sumsand 
pnipofftions'us  the  trustees  shatt  thhik  propct,  according  to  their  aeveral  necefr. 
sities,  having  regard  tothedrcuinstancesofeadipoorbrotiierandhisftmlly; 
but  no  poor  brother  is  to  veceive  fat  any  one  year  more  than  £40.    The  deoee 
aba  provides,  that  when  then  is  not  in  the  comj^y  iirst  in  rotation  any  poor 
faiQtlur,  or  not  a  sufficient  number  of  poor  brothecs  to  exhaust  the  whole  of 
the  flsaual  income,  when  distributed  aa  above  specified,  then  that  tlie  poor 
biotheis  in  the  companies  •nooeeding  in  rotation,  shall  be  idleved  in  tike 
manner,  so  as  to  exhanst  te  whole  income;  and  when  all  the  companipahave 
been  gone  timmg^  then  to.  begin  again  with  the  first  company,  and  go 
throng  them  in  the  same  manner  ftom  year  to  year*    It  also  ^Dreets,  that  an 
account  of  the  appUcatai  of  the  income  shall  be  kept  In  a  book  by  the  town, 
desk  for  te  time  being,  as  agent  for  the  trustees,  at  the  town-<«fiee,  where 
any  member  of  any  of  the  companies,  shall,  upon  ^ving  one  momiCs  notice, 
In  one  of  the  Chester  new^apeis,  hsspect  the  same ;  and  further,  dnit  wHhla 
one  month  after  the  distribution  of  the  bga^,  an  advcrtlsemeBt  shatt  be 
inserted  In  one  or  both  of  the  Chester  newspi^iers,  specifying  the  anitent 
distdbttted,  and  die  nmnber,  but  not  the  names  of  thSe  objeets  rdHeved*     The 
distiibatica  takes  i^aee  nbont  Midsummer  yearly,  hi  conforml^  edtfa  the 
above  regulatkms,  and  Uckle  or  to  cdB^phdttt  is  now  made  hi  die  dlqpoiitlfla' 
of  It.    The  amount  divided  is  about  the  average  of  £^)0i  a  year,  wfaldi  fan 
not  gready  varied  for  die  Uwt  for^  years.    I  find  diat  hi  die  year  1706»  ten 
years  after  the  discovery  of  the  ndne,  and  eleven  yean  before  the  date  at 
which  the  profits  were  esUmated  at  £12,600.  one  of  the  companies  divided 
£118. 68. 2d.  and  die  same  con^any  In  24  years  afterwards,  behig  the  pechid, 

acGordmg  to  the  old  plan  of  shaHag  the  legacy,  divided  £407*  Uu  lOd^ 

And  now  that  I  am  upon  the  subject  of  the  charities,  it  will  not  bie  out 

of  place  to  advert  to  a  dicumstanee  esnnected  with  their  application.    Be. 

tween  two  and  three  years  ago^  a  biU  was  filed,  calUng  upon  the  oorporatloa 
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Ur  acoount  for  all  the  cliaritaUe  bequests  (whlrdie  exeeptloD  of  Owen  JaDei*a%* 
mendoned  in  pages  187-^190  of  this  voL  togetto  with  sercnl  othets^lDchid* 
ing  the  icvenucs  of  the  hospitals  of  8t  John  and  St.  Oiles^wlth  a  view,  as  was 
alleged,  to  inciease  the  amoont  of  annual  distribntions  to  the  poor.    Mr. 
FiodietuMaddock  icsponded  to  the  bill-  in  a  full  and  ezphmatoiy  answer, 
but  wUdi  was  nnsatisftctoiy  to  the  promotets  of  the  snit,  who  finding  that 
the  litigation  was  Ukely  to  beeome  an  expensive  one,  caused  the  question  tor 
be  agltMod  at  the  Boaidof  Ooaidians,  with  a  view  to  get  k  carried  on  with 
Amds  supplied  out  of  the  poon'-mtes.    This  approptialion  of  the  rates  to 
such  a  purpose^  was  grounded  on  a  presumption  of  their  ultinialely  being 
gieatly  lessened  by  the  prooeedhig  in  question.    In  oider  the  better  to  effect 
this,  vestry  meeHngs  were  called  Ineachof  the  parishes,  for  the  purpose  of 
authorisfaig  the  Guardians  to  advance  tho  necessary  sums  from  tithe  to  time  to' 
carry  on  the  prosecution.    A  special  court  of  the  Guardians  was  held  on  the 
4th  of  March,  M30,  to  take  the  subject  into  osnsidenition,  i^hen,  after  a 
dispassionate  and  deliberate  debate,  the  Board  came  to  the  following  very 
proper  resolution  r—*^  That  ^  Guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  cHy  of  Chester, 
consider  it  inoompatible  with  their  duty  to  act  upon  the  resolutions  of  the 
▼estriesy  authorising  tfiem  to  iqpproprlate  part  of  the  rates  raised  by  them 
under  the  act  of  parliament  by  which  they  are  Inooiporated,  to  *  uses  and 
purposes*  not  witUn  the  meaning  of  the  said  act,  and  In  Eolation  of  the 
*  trusts,  powers,  and  authorities,*  they  have  sworn  truly  to  *  execute  and 
perform.' "    This  decision  gave  great  o&nce  to  those  who  had  ezdted  the 
ley*payers  in  vestry «  and  at  the  ensuing  dection  of  Guaidians,  which  took 
place  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  care  was  taken  that  those  only  who  were  fa- 
vourable to  the  application  of  the  rates  for  this  purpose,  were  deeted*    On  the 
11th  November  followhig,  the  subject,  which  In  foct  had  already  been  deter- 
mined  upon,  was  again  brought  forward,  at  a  speckl  Board  held  for  the 
purpose,  at  which  the  former  resolution  was  resdnded ;  and  it  was  oideied, 
'^that  a  committee  of  seven  be  appohited  to  ascertain  what  steps  have  been 
taken,  and  to  take  such  further  steps  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  compd- 
Ung  the  due  adndnistratlon  of  such  funds ;  and  that  they  teport  to  the  Board, 
as  often  as  they  or  the  Board  shaU^deem  expedient,  and  that  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  they  shall  require,  ftom  time  to  time,  be  paid  by  the  trea- 
surer of  this  Board  for  canying  on  the  aforesaid  proceeding.**    Here  the 
matter  stands  at  present,  the  committee  having  yet  made  no  call  for  money 
upon  the  treasurer ;  and  whedier  more  will  be  ever  heard  of  It,  is  not  known, 
the  bill  not  bdng  transferred  hito  the  higher  court,  since  the  dxditlonitf  the 
court  of  exdiequer  at  Chester,  hi  which  It  was  filed,  and  until  that  takes 
phwe,  it  is  to  be  presumed  no  steps  can  be  taken  by  any  party^    It  may  be 
hoped,  however,  that  such  a  vkdatlon  of  Uiw  and  good  policy  will  never  be 
persevered  In,  as  the  appropriation  of  any  portion  of  the  poois*-rate8^  for  this 
or  any  such  purpose.    The  precedent  might  lead  to  the  greatest  evils;  and- 
were  It  once  admitted  and  acted  upon,  that  parish  vestries  could  give  power 
to  the  Board,  not  vested  hi  them  by  thdr  act  of  parliament,  there  is  no  con- 
tempUtmg  how  for  the  impropriety  might  extend.    If  the  question  should 
agam  be  mooted  by  the  Guardians,  I  recommend  thsm  to  bear  m  mind,  thai 
Mr.  Pepys,  the  eminent  chancery  barrister,  whose  opinion  uponthis  subject 
was  taken  by  the  Board,  prior  to  the  fiist  discussion  of  It,  has  delivered  his 

judgment  hi  these  terms  :«.«^  In  kniUng  through  the  several  gUts  and  grants 


ADDITIONS   AND    CORRECTIONS.  441 

of  the  chaiity  funds,  I  do  not  find  any  falling  within  the  description  in  page 
58  of  the  act."  (A  clause  in  the  local  act,  page  68,  gives  the  Guardians 
power  over  certain  gifts,  donations,  and  benefactions.)  And  further,  I  would 
urge  upon  them  never  to  lose  sight  of  what  Air.  Pepys  says,  as  to  the  appU- 
xation  of  the  rates  for  the  purpose  under  consideration  t  his  words  are,  «  Con- 
sidering the  purposes  for  which  tijey  (tiie  Guardians)  are  appointed,  and  tiie 
-duties  tiiey  have  to  perform,  I  am  of  opinion  they  would  not  be  justified  in 
defraying  the  expences  of  any  proceedings  which  may  be  histituted  for  tiie 
purpose  of  compelling  a  due  administration  of  tiie  charity  funds  out  of  tile 
poors*.rates,  payable  to  them  under  the  act." 

P.  193 — House  of  Industry.    Since  writihg  the  account  of  tills  esU- 
blishment,  inserted  as  above,  die  Guardians  of  the  poor  have  adopted  a  mea- 
sure, which  promises  a  future  reduction  of  tiie  poor-rates,  and  embraces  also 
another  advantage,  that  of  finding  employment  for  able-bodied  paupere.    It 
seems  to  be  a  general  opinion  with  all  our  political  economists,  tiiat  kbour 
may  not  only  be  advantageously  directed  in  reduction  of  the  rates,  but  tiiat  it 
is  beneficial  to  tiie  poor  themselves,  inasmuch  as  habits  of  idleness  are  botii 
unfriendly  to  personal  comfiirt,  and  conducive  to  degradation  of  character. 
The  example  aflforded  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  tiierefore  worthy  ef 
imitation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  wiU  be  foUowed^y-e^er.places,  where  it  is 
practicable.     By  an  order  of  a  monthly  court,  July  ?,  ^fi29,  the  board 
appointed  a  committee  of  tiiree  Guardians,  to  confer  with  tiie  corporation,  for 
leasing  about  forty  acres  of  waste  land  belonging  to  that  body,  on  Saltney, 
and  an  agreement  was  completed  between  the  parties  for  forty  years,  at  tiilrty 
pounds  per  annum,  tiie  board  immediately  making  an  occupation  road,  and 
keeping  it  in  repair,  wiilch  otherwise  the  corporation  must  have  done.    Under 
the  superintendance  of  a  committee,  appofaited  by  the  guardians,  in  February 
1830,  tiic  roads  and  fences  of  the  land  were  .marked  out ;  in  the  following 
month,  tiie  poor  began  to  work,  in  raishig  tiie  fenecs,  levelling,  &c  on  tiie 
soutii  side  of  tiie  tumpike-road.    In  October,  a  portion  of  tiie  land,  about  14 
acres,  was  ploughed,  and  sown  witii  wheat,  and  the.crop  now  (July,  1831) 
appears  above  an  average  one.    Anotiierpiece4if'land,  about  two  acres,  has 
been  prepared  and  dibbled  witii  teans,  which  abo  promlses-welL  A  titird  piece 
of  ground,  about  twenty  acres,  is  intended  to  be  ploughed  and  sown  witii 
wheat  in  tiie  ensuing  October,  in  tiie  same  manner  as  tiie  other ;  tiiereate 
also  about  tiiree  acres  more  of  hind  not  appUeaMe  ,to  present  cultitation.    A 
good  dwelUng-house,  bam,  and  suitable  out-houses,  have  been  buUt  upon 
the  land ;  a  sufiident  embankment  has  Ijeen  raised  on  the  river  sid^  to  pre 
vent  tiie  tide  from  overflowhig  tiie  piece  of  land,  situate  on  the  north  side  of 
the  turnpike-road  J  and  the  whole  fences  have  ^been  completed  and  planted 
witfi  qulck-tiiom.    It  Is  hitended  to  cultivate  this  large  ttact  of  land  by 
spade  husbandry,  which  will  afford  employment  for  tiie  able-bodied  paupers  ; 
and  it  is  expected  tiie  plan  wiU  benefit  all  tiie  parishes.    For  tills  scheme, 
^e  pubUc  are  principaUy  indebted  to  tiie  suggestions  and  recommendation  of 
Mr.  John  Whittie.  - 

P.  224 — In  tiiis  page  is  given  the  population  of  tiie  dty,  according  to 
the  census  in  1821,  by  which  tiie  number  of  inhabitants  ai^iears  to  be  19,949. 
Sclow  is  the  offidal  return  of  the  population,  in  1831,  distingnisblng  thf 
increase  and  decrease  in  tiie  respective  parishes  during  tiie  two  periods. 
VOL.  II.  3  K 
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PARISHES. 

9 

1831. 

1821. 

O 

• 

F    Decrease. 

t 

St.  Bridffet*8    ...•.....• 

310 
169 

2726 
213 

1527 
273 
220 

2406 
364 

1388 
61 

456 
280 

3309 
315 

1558 
370 
236 

2803 
484 

1835 
70 

766 

449 

6035 

:       528 

3085 

643 

456 

'     5209 
848 

1    8223 
131 

605 
270 

5098 
5G5 

3376 

712 

587 
4334 
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3036 

150 

179 
937 

876 
187 

39 

37 

291 

69 

131 

168 

19 

Cathedral  Predncti 

Sl  John*s    »,, •• 

St.Martiii*8«*« 

St.  Marv*s    

St.  Michael's  

St,  01ave*8  • . . .  • 

Sl  Oswald's 

St.  Peter*8    •  •  •  • 

Trinitv 

Spittal  Boughton 

Total  1831   .... 
Ditto  1821   .... 

Increase 

9667 
8975 

11716 
10974 

21373 
19949 

19949 

2178 
3809 

754 

682 

742 

,     1424 

P.  246.-i-.The  Chester  Weekly  Journal  was  first  publjished  about  the 
latter  end  of  April,  1721,  and  not  in  1727*  as  there  stated. 

P.  247—^  descendant  of  the  original  proprietor  of  Adamt's  WeekUf 
QQWrmut  js  thus  noticed  bj  Nichols,  in  his  Literary  Anecdotes:— ''The 
eventful  Ufe  of  Odon  Adams  would  occupy  a  volume  of  more  than  ordinary 
dimensions.  He  was  a  native  of  Manchester,  and  son  of  Mr.  Roger  Adams, 
the  original  proprietor  and  publisher  of  *•  The  Chester  Courant,*  to  which 
property  he  would,  by  right,  have  succeeded,  had  not  his  instability  and 
eccentricities  prevented  it.  For  the  last  fifty  years,  his  life  had  been  a  lament- 
able scene  of  chequered  events.  In  Birmingham  (with  his  partner  Boden) 
and  at  Manchester,  Chester,  Plymouth,  and  Dublin,  he  may  be  remembered 
as  a  master  pointer ;  and  there  are  very  few  London  or  provincial  printing 
offices  in  the  kingdom^  where  he  has  not  occasionally  worked  as  a  journey- 
man. For  several  years  he  practised  a  kind  of  itinerant  or  pedestrian  pilgrim- 
age, and  frequently,  after  he  had  attained  his  70th  year,  walked  ftom  London 
to  Chester  aod  bac}s,  with  a  heart  as  light  as  his  pocket ;  for,  under  all  adver- 
sities, his  .temper  was  cheerful,  obliging,  and  friendly.  He  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  first  characters  of  the  stage,  particularly  Barry, 
^ossop,  Ryder  (with  whose  father,  as  a  printer,  he  was  in  parmership  in 
Dublin),  and  many  others ;  and,  at  the  memorable  Stratford  jubilee,  Orion 
Adams  was  distinguished  as  a  brilliant  character  from  Bfanningham,  in  his 
own  carriage,  though  in  a  few  months  af^,  such  was  the  versatility  of  his 
fortune,  he  s\ink  into  the  humble  character  of  a  distributor  of  play-bills  to  an 
jtiners^nt  company.  He  died  in  a  very  obscure  lodging  near  Chester,  in  April 
1797,  aged  80,  and  in  great  poverty."  Thus  far  Mr.  Nichols.— The  author 
had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  a  son  of  the  above  Orion,  who  bore  the  same 
fiame,  and  was  brought  up  a  journeyman  printer.  The  last  time  he  saw  him 
was  in  London,  in  the  year  1820,  and  if  he  be  now  living,  is  probably  about 
60  years  of  age.  With  him,  I  believe,  will  expire  the  last  of  the  Adams'/s 
psnneeted  with  the  establishment  of  the  Che9ter  Ctmrtmt. 
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p.  349. — AHtiquitiet.  About  ihe  middle  of  Jul;,  In  the  preietit  jcur 
(IIUI)  rbe  fiBgrncut  of  ui  ancient  EtoDc  wsa  disiKiTered,  orer  the  head-atone 
of  an  old  RonisD  window,  5  feet  below  tbe  aiaa  of  [he  goTcmor'a  botue,  la 
the  higher  ward  of  the  caatle,  and  on  die  east  side  of  an  anelent  door-way. 
It  Ih  14|  Inches  long,  12  in.  in  bnsilth,  and  in  thicluieas  about  6  In.  The 
place  from  whenoe  it  was  dug  does  not  appear  to  hafe  been  its  oii^nal  desti- 
nation, as  it  seems  to  have  formed  pait  of  the  wall  of  the  buiUing,  oi  else  to 
have  been  placed  there  to  fill  up  a  cavltf  therein.  The  following  wood  cut  is 
Ihe  exact  form  of  the  ston^  and  contains  also  a  cop;  of  the  InBcrlption,  taken 
from  a  drawing  b;  Mr.  Browne,  clerk  of  die  ordnance  at  ths  caitle,  who  Is 
in  possession  of  tbe  stone  itielf;— 


The  characters  of  the  inscrfption  tufFidently  indicate  the  high  antiquily 
I't  ibis  relii|ue,  which  *a,3  probably  in  existence  before  ilie  coiiqucBt  It  i* 
111  us  deciphered  : — 

oraTes  p. 

p.  COM. 
It  is  not  so  tasf  to  decide  on  its  import.  A  gentJemati  whom  I  han 
tontulted  on  the  subject,  otfetn  a  conjecture,  that  its  meaning  may  be,  Pray 
/or  the  Comrnon  Peace.  At  least  it  is  capable  of  such  a  construction  }  but 
as  to  its  original  object,  or  purpose,  I  must  leave  to  others,  who  haVt 
stronger  claims  to  antiquarian  aculencee  than  1  can  ptetend  to. 
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P.  360.— In  this  part  of  my  history,  the  readeV  will  find  a  tabbed/ 
extensive  tracts  of  land  of  late  planted  in  Flintshire,  Ddiblghshire,  and 
Merionethshire ;  with  some  observations  on  the  advantages  erf  |flaif ting  timber, 
particalarly  In  the  principality.    Since  the  appearance 'of  this*  part  dfdi^ 
work,  I  have  received  a  communication  from  an  intelligent  and*  Vbliiable 
friend,  glancing  at  this  interesting  subject,  which  1  cannot  lefrain'^gifing  to 
the  world :— '*  I  seldom  take  a  walk  on  the  inviting  walls  which  suhodnd 
this  dty,  without  being  nminded  by  the  various  and  eztensiTe  scenery  iii 
view,  of  the  long  continued  contention  of  other  days,  when  tjrranny  and  op-^ 
pression  on  one  side  of  the  Dee,  and  the  consequent  suffering  and  revenge  oir 
the  other,  perpetuated  for  ages  the  horrors  of  warfare.    Time,  however,  the 
common  hoder,  has  gradually  shed  his  lethean  dews,  and  taught  a  more 
rational  feeling ;  introduced  the  amity  of  social  life,  and  the  mutual  inter- 
change of  benefits  and  blessings.    Two  years  ago  I  took  a  quiet  turn  into  our 
neighbouring  Wales,  not  having  done  so  for  a  long  time,  though  frequently 
fold  that  there  was  much  that  was  new  done  and  doing.    And  truly  I  was 
6oth  surprized  and  gratified  as  I  proceeded— >new  and  excellent  roads  in  all 
directions,  the  planners  having  sensibly  abandoned  the  Roman   originals 
of  straight  lines,  whatever  mountains  impeded  thein-»4Uid  followed  Nature's 
leaden^  brooks  and  rivers,  where  possible.     The  old  towns  and  inns  were 
improv&g  $  and  above  all,  planting  is  becoming  a  most  rational  favourite, 
and  will  soon  clothe  the  cliffs  by  a  revival  of  their  ancient  verdant  foliage. 
Cambria  will  thus  rival  Switzerland,  in  which  feature  only  she  was  inferior. 
But  if  I  was  surprised  to   see  these  groups,  I  was  astonished  and  delighted 
when  I  saw  a  flourishing  forest,  with  an  elegant  mansion  in  the  centre,  gardens, 
river,  fences,  and  in  short,  every  thing  that  makes  a  rural  residence  beautiful 
and  OAamentaL    Happily,  when  in  view  of  the  place,  I  came  up  with  a  civil 
and  intelligeot  person,  going  to  his  sheep-walks,  and  inquired  its  name? 
OeUigynnaa.    Here  I  was  completely  aground.   TheHasl&^iprovesofOynnan, 
was  the  reply.    How  appropriate,  in  a  district  so  longdenuded  as  that  of  I&l  t 
And  will  you  tell  me  who  is  the  proprietor  ?  Wilson  Jones,  Esq.  high  sheriff 
of  Denbighshire,  In  the  present  year,  (1831.)    I  thanked  my  kind  companion, 
and  proceeded  towards  Llangollen,  where  my  landlord  introduced  to  dine  with 
me  a  respectable  freeholder  from  Montgomeryshire,  to  whom,  in  course  of 
oonversatloii  I  mentioned  Gelligynnan.    He  said,  that  he  had  heard  much  of 
Mr.  Jones,  as  a  valuable  resident ;  it  will  be  well  for  Wales  if  his  example 
is  followed :  we  have  in  our  parts  a  teacher,  but  upon  a  lesser  scale,  a  tenant 
for  seven  acres,  which  are  in  admirable  condition,  and  such  a  fovourite  was  he 
with  his  landkrd,  a  bachelor,  that  in  his  will  he  left  his  acres  to  hhn.    This 
industrious  man  had  an  only  son,  a  good  lad,  who  going  to  Liverpool  with 
some  sheep  (having  never  heard  of  war)  was  carried  off  by  a  press-gang,  and 
was  at  sea  for  nine  years,  when  he  returned,  to  the  great  joy  of  Jkome.   During 
his  absence,  a  great  proprietor  made  several  offers.    No,  I  keep  it  for  my 
boy,  was  the  answer.    On  his  return,  the  gentleman's  agent  attacked  him, 
concluding  that  sailors  sold  every  thing.    He  looked  at  him  seriously^  and 
said,  my  dear  parent  deserves  to  be  happy,  and  his  happiness  is  here^  1  would 
not  part  with  a  rood  of  it  for  any  thing  you  can  offer ;  besides,  my  little  acres 
have  three  decht.    What  can  you  mean  by  decks  ?    The  surface  is  my  first 
deck,  and  most  productive  it  is ;  the  second  deck  is  in  the  air ;  behold  the 
branches  bend  with  abandanoe;  my  third  deck  is  below  the  other  two ;  and 
in  this  mineral  country— who  can  tell  what  it  contains  ?" 
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Refers,  against  Evans  and  Seller, 
ibid — For  sheriff,  Cross  against 
Seiton,  ibid— For  sheriff.  Walker 
against  Whittakers,  iL  422— For 
sheriff,  Shearing  against  Whitta- 
kers, ii.  423 

Correction,  old  house  of,  L  151 

Conduit,  the  old,  i.  408 

Coining  apparatus  discovered,  IL  8 

Corporation,  orders  of,  L  160 

— —  courts,  i.  242. 

Cross,  the  engraving  of,  L  405. 

■  ancient  Roman  prstorian,  L 
407 

Cotgreave,  Sir  John,  descent,  with 
coat  armorial,  iL  230 

Cucking-stool,  ancient,  i.  120 

Custom-bouse,  iL  191. 

Dawpool  scheme,  ii.  272 

_•  voyage  of  experiment,  11. 

281 
Dean  and  chapter,  endowments  of,  L 

313 

I II     injurious  to  trade,  i.  312. 
Debtors,  privileges  of,  L  73 
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ikmoBy  lut  of,  i.  317 

Dee  Diills,  baiiic,  iL  266 

Dee,  liistory  of  navigmtioD,  it  300 

Dee,  sergeanuhip  of,  iL  301 

Diocctfe  of  Cheater,  L  298 

DiasentiDg  places  of  worship,  iL  162 

DiMentera,  their  mistanoe  of  popery, 

iL389 
Dodkstoo,  the  burial  place  of  loid 

keeper  Egerton,  iL  235 
Doomsdaj  book,  taken,  L  61 
■  ■  tranaoript  fitom,  L  125 

JBari,  Saxon  title  explained,  L  47 
£ast^ate,  dcacription  of;  L  337 
Eastgate-atreec,  L  409 
£aton.hall,  iL  232 
Ecclesiastical  history,  L  279 
£ddowes  Mr.  K.  relator  in  a  quo 

warranto  infimnatioD,  iL  402 
Edgar^s  visit  to  Chester,  L  44 
Egoton  Mr.  first  retained  to  parlia- 
ment, ia07,  iL  «)6 
I  Sir  Philip  retnmed  to  par. 

liament,  IL  430 
Elections  in  resident  fieemen,  iL  248 
Elections  of  dty  officers,  disputes  re- 
specting, L  384— Petition  to  the 
king  to  elect  reerader,  iL  385— Al- 
tenuion  in  the  mode  of  elections,  iL 
386— Offioen  chosen  in  common- 
lull,  iL392— Ancient  mode  restor- 
ed, iL  305...A  oorpocatiaa  chosen 
in  the  mayomlty  of  Mr.  Bennet,  IL 
413— A  coipontioo  chosen  in  the 
mayoralty  of  Mr.  Seller,  a  421 
Ethdfleda  restores  the  dty,  L  43 
Execution  of  criminals,  origin,  L  350 
Executions,  list  of,  iL  296 
Exchange,  iL  185 

Expedition  of  the  Tolonteers,  iL  250 
Exploskm  of  gunpowder,  iL  185 


the  two  great,  L  69 
Fire,  destructiTe  in  the  dty,  iL  292 
Fishery,  salmon,  in  the  Dee,  ii.  320 
Fkwd,  great,  iL  290 
FooUball,  an  annual  sport,  L  207 
Foregate-street  described,-L  415 
Freeman  Mr.  notice  ot  iL  366 
Friaries    Grey,    iL    147- Black 


or 


Pleaching,  iL  ibid— White,  iL  148 

Gable-rents,  origin  of,  L  361 

GaUows-hill,  remarkable  inddeot,  iL  3 

Gaol,  dty,  iL  184 

Gas  Company,  iL  337 

Gate,  old,  at  the  bridge,  L  378 

Gheibod,  first  Earl  of  Cbester,  L  G2 

GleaTcs,  silnr  prixes,  L  208 


'  Griee,  Sammy,  notice  of;  iL  3(S9^ 
I  Groves,  beautiful  sail  fiom,  L  380' 
GrosTcnor  family,  IL  234 

Han,  Teddy,'notice  oC;  iL  374 
Harrison,  Thomas,  biogrsph.  sketcii,- 

iL362 
Harold,  traditkm  of  L  48 
Hawarden-castk,  capitulates,  L  173 
Uaygaith  Dr.  biogn^hicsl   sketch, 

iL360 
Histnrical  events,  from  the  ends  to 

the  siege  of  Chester,  L  128 

I        fimn  the  siege  lothe 

present  time,  iL  237 
Hoole-heath,   an  ancknt  sanctuary, 

1.71 
Hotel,  royal,  L  414 
Hospital  of  St.  Giles,  iL  144 
Holmes*8,  antiquarians,  iL  257 
Hundreds  and  tythings,  origin,  L  1 
Huxley,  Johnny,  notice  of,  iL  367 

Independent  diapel,  iL  158 
Industry,  house  of,  iL  192 
Infirmary,  general,  iL  196 

Justing  crofk,  L  347 

Ladies'  benevolent  institatioD,  ii.  211 

lismb  row,  iL  30 

Laws,  &JC  in  Lupus's  time,  L  124 

Legacies  to  St.  John's  parish,  iL  131 
—to  St.  Peter's,  iL  134— Trinity, 
ibid^-JJaittn's,  iL  136— AIary% 
ibid— Bridget's,  ibid— Michael's 

iL137 
LeaveJookefs,  office  of,  L  244 
Librsry,  dty,  IL  190 

public,  iL  191 

Uewdyn,  prince  of  Wales,  L  132 

Lunt  Mr.  notice  of;  L  426 

Lupus,  Hugh,  L  63— Endowed  with* 

supreme  authority,  65>-  Hii  death 

and  cfaaacter,  66 

Mann&etucB  hi  Chester,  iL  331 
Maiket-halls,  erection  of,  iL  14 
Marsh,  Geoige,  burnt,  L  148 
Mayois,  list  of,  L  226 
Methodist  chapd,  Wesleyan,  iL  161' 
~..^—  new  connexion,  iL  163 
Minor  canons,  L  331 
Midsummer  diew,  L  199 
Minstrds,  Cheshire,  L  99 
Minstrd  court,  L  102 
Mills,  Dee,  antiquity  of  L  373 

II    andent  government,  L  376 
Monasteries,  suppression  of,  i.  21K» 
Molineuz,  S.  notice  of,  iL  ^V* 
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Jffoimnwnts,  &c — In  the  Cathedral, 
ii.  56— In  St.  Oswald's  68— John's 
78— PeteHs  89— Trinity  96— Mar- 
tin's  101— Mary's  106— Bridget's 
117— Michael's  123— Olave's  127 

3f  orals  at  the  conquest,  i  59 

Municipal  government,  ii.  ^25 

Muringers,  duty  of,  L  245 

Nan,  Snuffy,  notice  of,  ii.  374^ 
New.gate,  ancient,  1.  382 
Northgate,  description  of,  L  349 
Northgate-street,  description,  ii.  13 
Nunneiy  of  St.  Mary,  iL.14d 

Octagon  chapel,  ii.  |64 
Offley  Mr.  elected  for  the  city,  iL  432 
Orred  D.  notice  of,  iL  366 
.Overmarsh,  an  ancient  sanctuary,!. 71 

Parliament  of  Lupus,  i.  Ill 

Parliamentary  representatives  granted 
tothedty,  ii.  379 

Parliamentary  contests—  Between 
WiUiams  and  Wcrden,  ii.  386— 
Grosvenor  and  Leving,  against 
Whitley  and  Mainwaiing,  iL  390 
— Grosvenor  and  Bunhury  against 
Manley  and  Williams,  iL  398— 
.Grosvenor  &  Bootle  against  Crewe 
and  Bamston,  ii.  402. — ^Grosvenor 
and  Brooke  against  Egerton  and 
Townshend,  IL  411— Lord  Bd- 
grave  and  Gen.  Grosvenor  against 
Egerton  and  Williams,  iL  416 — 
Belgrave  and  Grosvenor  against 
Egerton  and  Townshend,  iL  419— 
Belgrave  and  Robert  Grosvenor 
against  Egerton  and  Townshend, 
ii.  425 — Mr.  0(Hey  against  Robiert 
Grosvenor,  ii.  430 

Parochial  History,  ii.  62 

Bequests,  ii.  230 

Parry's  coach  manufactory  hurnt 
down  the  third  time,  iL  279 

Pentice,  the  old,  L  468 

Pentice,  clerks  of,  i.  241 

Pemberton's  Parlour,  ancient  inscrip- 
tion on, L  354 

Penitentiary,  ii.  212 

Petition  of  Sir  J.  G.  Egerton  and 
Mr.  Williams,  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, against  the  return  of  Lord 
Belgrave  and  General  Gkosvenor 
in  1818,  iL  417 

Petition  of  Sir  J.  G.  Egerton  against 
General  Grosvenor,  in  1820,  ii.  420 

Plague  in  the  city,  i.  143 

Public  buildings,  ii.  171 

Population  of  Chester,  1821,  ii.  224 


Population  of  Chester,  1831,  ^H.  442 

Political  history,  u.  378 
Police  act,  L  266 
Prebendaries  of  Chester,  L  331 
Prynne,  brought  a  prisoner  through 
Chester,  L  57 

Quaker's  meeting-house,  iL  166 
,  ■!  their  persecutioift,  iL  168 

Quo  warranto  informations— In  1732, 
against  Johnson,  mayor,  ii.  398^- 
against  Amery,  mayor,  and  Monk, 
com*  council.tmap,  tried  at  Shrews^ 
bury,  1786,  IL  403— Second  trial, 
1787«  ibid— Appeal  to  the  house 
of  lords,  ii.  404— By  and  against 
the  two  rival  corporations,  tried  at 
Shrewsbury,  in  1814,  iL  414— 
Against  Qeo.  Harrison,  as  mayor, 
twice  tried  at  Shrewsbury,  ii.  423. 
—Other  proceedings  against  vari- 
ous members  of  the  corportion,  M. 
424 

Races,  origin  in  Chester,  L  210 
Randal  I.  earl,  L  7d 

-,-, IL  L  80 

IIL  L  91 

Registrars,  list  of,  L  330 
Recorders,  list  of,  i.  339 
R^resentatives  for  the  county,  ii.  380 

Ml      ■      the  dty,  ii.  381 
Riots  in  Bridge-street,  iL  397 

in  the  election  of  1826,  iL  425 

Rooaan  catholic  chapel,  ii.  166 
Romans,  Uie  numbor  of  their  forces  in 

Britain,  L  20 
Rows,  description  of,  L  385 

—  conjectures  on  their  origin,  L  390 
Rowlands^  Griffith,  Mr.  notice  of  ii. 

364 
Rowley  Tommy,  notice  of,  iL  373 
Rowton-heath,  battle  of,  L  183 
Royal  visits,  L  132, 141,  142,  156, 

165,  iL  243,  244,  267 
Rudheath,  an  ancient  sanctuary,  L  71 

Sanctuary,  privilege  abolished,  i.  76 

Salmon  cage,  L  378. 

Schools— The  king's,  iL  216— Blue 
coat,  IL  ibid— Blue  girls,  IL  217— 
Consolidated  Sunday  and  working, 
ii.  219— Diocesan,  iL  ibid— E^rl 
and  Countess  Giosvenor's,  ii.  220 
—Infant,  ii.  221 

Seller  alderman,  elected  mayor,  iL  421 

Shackerley  Peter's  account  of  the  de- 
feat at  Rowton,  L  184 

Siege  of  Chester,  L  163 

—  turned  into  a  blockade,  i.  188 
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Siege,  aurrencler,  and  wticles  of,  i.  192 
SherifiB,  office  of,  i.  244 
Sherifik'  breakfast,  i.  209 
fthipgate,  a  Roman  poetern,  i.  968 
Society,  state  of  in  Chester,  ii.  341 
Storm  dreadful,  in  thecUy  and  neigh* 

booibood,  IL  273 
Streets  and  lanes,  their  ancient  names, 

L401 
Stews  and  brothels  suppressed,  L  146 
Sweating  sickness,  L  142 
Saborbs  the,  iL  225 

Thackeray  Dr.  an  extenslTe  planter, 

ii.300 
Theatre,  riots  at,  ii.  409 
Thomas  a  Becket's  chapel,  ii.  148 

■  .-  apostle's  chapel,  ii.  150 
Thomas,  captain,  notice  of,  iL  371 
Trade,  history  of,  it  328 
■  improvement  of,  il.  330 

Travis  Rev.  G.  notice  of,  ii.  359 
Trinity  steeple  taken  down,  ii.  93 
Tournaments,  where  practised,  i.  420 
Troutl>eck  William,  his  grant  of  a 

chapd  to  St.  Mary*s,  ii.  105 
Turnpike  tolls,  increase  of,  ii.  236 
Tythhigs  and  hundreds,  origin,  1.  1 


Unitarian  chapel,  ii.  152 

Vale  Royal,  authors  of,  L  4 
Volunteers,  Chester,  ii.  255 

WjOls,  form  of,  Roman,  i,  335 
Walker  Tommy,  notice  of,  ii.  368 
Water  Tower  built,  1. 133 

I « its  antiquity,  i.  356 

Watergate,  description  of,  i.  358 
Water  brought  from  Christleton  to  the 

abbey,  i.  430 
Watergate-street,   description  of  ii.  4 
■         ancient  houses  in  ii.  ib. 
Water. works  company,  iL  338 
Whitley  Roger,  changes  the  mode  of 

elections,  11.  392. 
Welsh  Calvinist  chapel,  iL  165 
Whitsun  plays,  L  213 
Wittenageraot,  or  Saxon  parliament, 

its  authority,  L  53 
Werburgh   St.  abbey,  its  foundation 

and  endowment,  L  281 

Yarranton*s  project  for  cutting  the 
Dee  navigation^  ii.  305. 


2,tdt  of  ^latest. 


Map  of  the  City Title  Page. 

Armorial  Bearingsof  Chester,  Page  1 
Fortifications  during  the  Siege  . .  109 
Residence  of  Archdn.  Wrangham  300 
The  East-gate  and  Water-gate , .  337 


VOL.  I. 

Old  Roman  Axeh  at  the  Eastgate  340 
Siiipgate,  an  old  Roman  Areh  ..  368 
Bridge-gate  and  North-gate  ....  369 
View  of  the  Eastgate-street  ....  409 
Dee  Hills,  Seat  of  R.  Baxter,  Esq.  429 


VOL.  II. 


View  and  Mapof Chester.  .Title Page. 

Old  Houses  HI  Watergate-street..  4 

South  End  of  Nocthgate-street . .  13 

British  lion  and  French  Eagle  . .  15 

Abbey-gate,  from  the  Square ....  16 

St.  Thomas's  Chapel   18 

St.  Bridget's  Church  in  1827 ....  26 

OldLambRow 30 

View  of  the  Cathedral 36 


View  of  the  Shire-Hall  and  Castle  179 

Plan  of  the  Infirmary 204 

View  of  the  Cheshire  Asylum ....  236 
Plan  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  ....  228 
Coat  Armorial  of  Sir  J.  Cotgreave  230 
View  of  the  Castle  of  Chester  1777  276 
Cuitt's  Etching  of  the  Castle....  276 
South-west  View  of  the  Castle ...  -  276 
Grand  Entrance  to  the  Castle   ..  277 


PrinUd  by  J.  Fletcher ,  Chronicle^Office^  Chester. 


^ 


MAR  9"  1931 


/ 


MAR  9"  1931 


